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PREFAC E.

E W works of literature are held in greater

eftimation, than thofe which treat in a me-
thodical and elementary way of the principles of
fcience. But the human mind in every enlight-
ened age is progreflive ; and the beft elementary
treatifes after a certain time are reduced in their
value by the operation of fubfequent difcoveries.
Hence it has always been defired by candid en-
quirers, that preceding works of this kind fhould
from time to time be fuperfeded, and that other
produdlions including the larger vicws that have
fince offered themtlves, thould be fubftituted in.
their place.

It would be ftrange if fomething of this kind
were not defirable in politics, after the great
change that has been produced in men’s minds
upon this fubjett, and the light that has been
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thrown upon it by the recent difcuflions of Ame-
rica and France. A fenfe of the value of fuch a
work, if properly executed, was the motive which
" gave birth to thefe volumes, Of their execution
the reader muft judge.

Authors who have formed the defign of fuper-
feding the works of their predeceflors, will be
found, if they were in any degree equal to the de-
fign, not merely to have colletted the feattered
information that had been produced upon thc
{ubje&, but to have increafed the fcience with ‘the -
fruit of their own meditations, In the following
work principles will occafionally be found, Whlch

it will not be Juft to icjct without exammatton,
merely becaufe they are new. Y wag impoﬂible

perfeverg}nglv to reflet upon fo prolifi- g {cience,
and a fci‘ence which may be faid to be yet in its
infancy, without being led into ways of thinking
that were in fome degree uncommon,

Another
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Another argument in favour of the utility of
fuch a work was frequently in the author’s mind,
and therefore ought to be mentioned. He con-
- ceived politics to be the proper vehicle of a libe-
ral morality. That defcription of ethics deferves
to be held in flight eftimation, which feeks only
to regulate our conduék in articles of particular

and perfonal concern; inftead of exciting our atten=

tion to the general good of the fpecies. It ap-
peared fufficiently practicable to make of fuch a
treatife, exclufively of itsdire® political ufe, an
advantageous vehicle of moral improvement. He
was accordingly defirous of producing a work, from
the perufal of which no man fhould rife without
being firengthened in habits of fincerity, fortitude
and juftice.

Having ftated the confiderations in which the
work originated, it is proper to mention a few cir-
cumftances of the outline of its hiftory. The fen-
timents it contains are by no means the fuggeftions
of a fudden cffervefcenee of fancy, Dolitical en-
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quiry had long held a foremoft place in the writer’s
attention. It is now twelve years fince he be-
came fatisfied, that monarchy was a fpecies of go-
vernment unavoidably corrupt. He owed this con~
vi€tion to the political writings of Swift and to a.
perufal of the Latin hiftorians, Nearly at the
fame time he derived great additional inftrution

from reading the moft confiderable French writers-
upon fhe nature of man in the following order,

Syfteme de la Nature, Roufleau and Helvetius, Long.
before he thought of the prefent work, he had fa-
miliarifed to his mind the arguments it contains on
juftice, gratitude, rights of man, promifes, oaths
and the omnipotence of truth. Political com-
plexity is one of the errors that take ftrongeft hold
on the underftanding; and it was only by ideas
fuggefted by the French revolution, that he was
reconciled to the dcfirablencis of a government
of the fimpleft conftruclion, To the fame event he
owes the determination of mind which gave exift-

ence to this work,

Such
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Such was the preparation which encouraged him
to undertake the prefent treatife, The direét cx-
ecution may be difmiffed in a fow words. It was
proje€ted in the month of May 1791 : the com-
pofition was begun in the following September,
and has therefore occupied a fpace of fixteen
months.  This period was devoted to the purpofe
with unremitted ardour, It were to be wifhed it
had been longer; but it feemed as if no con-
temptible part of the utility of the work depended
upon its early appearance,

The printing of the following treatife, as
well as the compofition, was influenced by the
fame principle, a defire to reconcile a certain de-
gree of difpatch with the neceffary deliberation.
The printing was for that reafon commnenced, long
before the compofition was finithed. Some dif>
advantages have arifen from this circum{lance.
The ideas of the author became more perfpicuous
and digefted, as his enquiries advanced. The
longer he confidered the fubject, the more accu-

b rately
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rately he feemed to underftand it. This circum-
flance has led him into a few contraditions. The
principal of thefe confifts in an occafional inaccu~
racy of language, particularly in the firf book, re-
fpeting the word government. He did not enter
upon the work, without being aware that govern=
ment by its verv nature counteradls the improve-
ment of individual mind; but he underfiood the
full meaning of this propofition more completely
as he procceded, and faw more diftinttly into the
nature of the remeciy. This, and a few other de-
fets, under a different mode of preparation would
have becn avoided. The ‘candid reader will
make a fuitable allowance. The author judges
upon a review, that thefe defeéls are fuch as not
materially to injure the objelt of the work, and
that more has been gained than loft by the con-
duét he has purfued. .

The period in which the work makes its ap-
pearance is fingular. The people of England
have affiduoufly been excited to declare their loy-

5 alty,
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;5‘}%?%)‘, and to mark every man as obnoxious who is

“not ready to fign the Shibboleth of the conftitu-
tion. Money is raifed by volulrttary° fubfcription
to defray the expence of profecuting men who fhall
dare to promulgate heretical opinions, and thus to
opprefs them at once with the enmity of govern-
ment and of individuals, This was an accident
wholly. unforefeen when the work was under-
taken ; and it will fcarcely be fuppofed that fuch
an accident could produce any alteration in the
writer’s defigns. Every man, if we may believe
the voice of rumour, is to be profecuted who
fhall appeal to the people by the publication of
any unconttitutional paper or pamphlet ; and it it
added, that men are to be profecuted for any un-
guarded words that may be dropped in the
warmth of converfation and debate, It is now to
be tried whether, in addition to thefc alarming en-
croachments upon our liberty, a book is to fall
under the arm of the civil power, which, befide
the advantage of having for one of its exprefs ob-
jetts the diffuading from all tumult and violence,

b2 13
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is by its very nature an appeal to men of ftudy and
reflexion, It is to be tried whether a projett is
formed for fupprefling the allivity of mind, and.
putting an end to the difquifitions of fcience.
Refpeéting the cvent in a perfonal view the author
has formed his refolution, Whatever conduét his
countrymen may purfue, they will not be able to
thake his tranquillity. The duty he is moft
hound to dilcharge is the affifting the progres of
truth ; and if he fuffer in any refpeét for fuch a
procecding, there is certainly no viciffitude that
can befal him, that can ever bring along with it a
more fatisfallory confolation.

But, exclufively of this precarious and unim-
portant confideration, it is the fortune of the pre-
fent work to appear before a public that is panic
ftruck, and imprefled with the moft dreadful ap-
prehenfions of fuch doélrines as arc here deli-
vered. All the prgjudices of the human mind
are in arms againft it,  This circumllance may
appear to be of greater importance than the other,

But
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But it is the property of truth to be fearlefs, and
to prove viflorious over cvery adverfary, It re-
quires no great degree of fortitude, to look with
indifference upon the falfe fire of the moment,
and to forefee the calm petg-_i‘od of reafon which
will fucceed,

Janvary 7, 1793
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BOOK I

OF THE IMPORTANCE OF POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS.

CHAP L

INTRODUCTION,

THE SUBJECT PROPOSED.~=SYSTEM OF INDIFFERENCE-—OF
PASSIVE OBEDIENCE—~OF LIBERTY.~—SYSTEM OTF LIBERTY
EXTENDED,

HE queftion which firlt prefents itfelf in an enquiry con- BOOK L.
CHAP. 1.

cerning political inflitution, relates to the importance of mm
the topic which is made the fubje of enquiry.  All men will propofed.
grant that the happinefs of the human fpecies is the moft defir-
able obje& for human feience to promote ; and that intcllectual
and moral happinefs or pleafurc is extremely to be preferred

B to
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of liberty.

" INTRODUCTION

to thofe which are precarious and tranfitory, The methods
which may be propofed for the attainment of this objet, are
various. If it could be proved that a found political inftitution
was of all others the moft powerful cngine for promoting indi-
vidual good, or on the other hand that an erroneous and corript
government was the moft formidable adverfary to the improve-
ment of the fpecies, it would follow that politics was the firft
and moft important fubje& of human inveftigation.

The opinions of mankind in this refpect have been divided,
By one fet of men it is affirmed, that the different degrees of
excellence afcribed to different forms of government are rather
imaginary than real; that in the great objels of fuperintendance
no government will eminently fail; and that it is neithef the
duty nor the wifdom of an honeft and induftrious individual to
bufy himfelf with concerns fo foreign to the {phere of his in«
duftry. A fecond clafs, in adopting the fame principles, have
given to them a different turn, Believing that all governments
are nearly equal in their merit, they have regarded anarchy as
the only political mifchief that deferved to excite alarm, and have
been the zealous and undiftinguithing adverfaries of all inno-
vation,  Neither of thefe claffes has of courfe been inclined
to afcribe to the fcience and practice of politics a pre-eminence

over every other.

But the advocates of what is termed political liberty bave al-
2 ways
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ways been numerous, They have placed this liberty principally EOOK L.
in two articles ; the fecurity of our perfons, and the fecurity of ‘e’
our property. ‘They have perceived that thefe objects could not
be effeCted but by the impartial adminiftration of general laws,
and the invefling in the people at large a certain power fuffi-
cient to give permanence to this adminiftration. They have
pleaded, fome for a lefs and fome for a greater degree of equa-
lity among the members of the community ; and they have
confidered this equality as infringed or endangered by cnormous
taxation, and the prerogatives and. privileges of monarchs and

artftocratical bodics,

But, while they have been thus extenfive in the objet of their
demand, they feem to have agreed with the two former clafles
in regarding politics as an object of fubordinate importance, and
only in a remote degrec connefted with moral improvement.
They have been prompted in their exertions rather by a quick
fenfe of juftice and difdain of oppreflion, than by a confcioufnefs
of the intimate conne@ion of the different parts of the focial
fyftem, whether as it relates to the intcrcourfe of individuals, o
to the maxims and inflitutes of ftates and nations *.
It may however be rcafonable to confider whether the fcience syfem of 1;.
of politics be not of fomewhat greater value than any of thefe i’:;m xtends
* Thefe remarks will apply to the Englith writers upon politics in geneval,
from Sydacy and Locke to the author of the Rights of Man.  The more com-
prehenfive view has teen perfpicuoufly treated by Rouffeau and Helvetius.
B2 reafoners
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reafoners have been inclined to fufpe@. It may fairly be quels

M———tioned, whether government be not ftill more confiderable in its

incidental effets, than in thofe intended to be produced. Vice,
for example, depends for its exiftence upon the exiftence of
temptation, May not a good government ftrongly tend to cx-
tirpate, and a bad one to increafe the mafs of temptation ?- Again,
vice depends for its exiftence upon the exiftence of error, May
not a good government by taking away all reftraints upon the
enquiring mind haften, and a bad one by its patronage of error.
procraftinate the difcovery and cftablithment of truth? Let ugs
confider the fubjet in this point of view, If it can be proved
that the fcience of politics is thus unlimited in its importance,
the advocates of liberty will have gained an additional recom-
mendation, and its admirers will be incited with the greater

cagernefs to the inveftigation of its principles.

CHAP
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HISTORY OF POLITICAL SOCIETY.

FREQUENCY OF WAR-——-AMONG THE ANCIENTS-—AMONG
THE MODERNS—THE FRENCH-——TIHE ENGLISH,~CAUSES
OF WAR,~—PENAL LAWS,—DESPOTISM,~—DEDUCTION,—
ENUMERATION OF ARGUMENTS,

HILE we cenquire whether government is capable of

improvement, we fhall do well to confider its prefent
effeits. It is an old obfervation, that the hiftory of mankind
is little elfe than the hiftory of crimes. War has hitherto been
confidered as the infeparable ally of political inflitution, The
earlieft records of time are the annals of conquerors and heroes,
a Bacchus, a Sefoftris, 2 Semiramis and a Cyrus. Thefe princes
led millions of men under their ftandard, and ravaged innume-
table provinces, A fmall number only of their forces ever re-
turned to their native homes, the reft having perithed of dif-
cafes, hardfhips and miferv. The evils they infliled, and the
mortality introduced in the countries againft which their exye-
ditions were dircdted, were certainly not Iefs fovere than tho.o
which their countrymen fuffered. No fooner does hiftory be-
come more precife, than we are prefented with the four erest
monarchics, that is, with four fuccehful profects, by means of

‘..\'.O\'Lr;.h Kis
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bloodthed, violence and murder, of enflaving mankind. The

“e—— expeditions of Cambyfes againft Egypt, of Darius againft the

among the
veoderns :

Scythians, and of Xerxes againft the Greeks, feem almoft to fet
credibility at defiance by the fatal confequences with which they
were attended. The conquefts of Alexander coft innumerable
lives, and the immortality of Cafar is computed to have been
purchafed by the death of ‘one million two hundred thoufand
men. Indeed the Romans, by the long duration of their wars,
and their inflexible adherence to their purpofe, are to be ranked
among the foremoft deftroyers of the human fpecies. Their
wars in Italy endured for more than four hundred years, and
their conteft for fupremacy with the Carthaginians two hundred.
'The Mithridatic war began with a maffucre of -one hundred and
fifty thoufand”Romans, and in three fingle actions of the war -
five hundred thoufand men were loft by the eaftern monarch.
Sylla, his ferocious conqueror, next turned his arms againft his
country, and the ftruggle between him and Marius was attended
with profcriptions, butcheries and murders that knew no re-
firaint from mercy and humanity. The Romans, at length,
fuffered the penalty of their iniquitous deeds; and the world was
vexed for three hundred years by the irmptions of Goths, Van-
dals, Oftrogoths, Huns, and innumerable hordes of barbarians.

I forbear to detail the victorious progrefs of Mahomet and
the pious expeditions of Charlemagne. I will not cnumerate

the crufades againft the infidels, the exploits of Aurungzebe,
Gen-



POLITICAL SOCIETY.
Gengitkan and Tamerlane, or the extenfive murders of the
Spaniards in the new world, Let us examine the civilized and

favoured quarter of Europe, or even thofe countries of Europe
which are thought moft enlightened.

France was wafted by fucceflive battles during a whole cen-
tury, for the queftion of the Salic law, and the chim of the
Plantagenets. Scarcely was this conteft terminated, before the
religious wars broke out, fome idea of which we may form from

the ficge of Rochelle, where of fificen thoufand perfons fhut up

7
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the French :

eleven thoufand perithed of hunger and mifery ; and from the

maffacre of Saint Bartholomew, in which the numbers afaflinated
were forty thoufand. This quarrel was appeafed by Henry the
fourth, and fucceeded by the thirty years war in Germany for
fuperiority with the houfe of Aufhia, and afterwards by the
military tranfactions of Louis the fourteenth,

In England the war of Crefly and Agincc;urt only gave place
to the civil war of York and Lancafter, and again after an in-
terval to the war of Charles the firft and his parliament. No
fooner was the conflitution fettled by the revolution, than we
were engaged in a wide ticld of continental warfare by king
Williwn, the duke of Marlborough, Maria Therefa and the
king of Pruflia,

.
And what arc in moft cafes the pretexts upon which war is

under-

the Englifh,

Cuanles ut
wai.
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undertaken? What rational man could poflibly have given hime

i felf the leaft difturbance for the fake of chooting whether Henry

the fixth or Edward the fourth fhould have the ftyle of king of
England? What Englithman could reafonably have drawn his
fivord for the purpofc of rendering his country an inferior de-
pendency of France, as it mult neceffarily have been if the am-
bition of the Plantagenets had fucceeded ? What can be more
deplorable than to fee us firft engage cight years in war rather
than fuffer the haughty Maria Therefa to live with a diminifhed
fovercignty or in a private flation ; and then eight years more
to fupport the free-booter who had taken advantage of her
helplefs condition?

The ufual caufes of war are excellently deferibed by Swift.
% Sometimes the quarrel between two princes is to decide which
of them {hall difpoflefs a third of his dominions, where ncither
of them pretends to any right. Sometimes one prince quarrels
with another, for fear the other fhould quarrel with him,
Sometimes 2 war is cntered upon becaule the enemy is too
firong ; and fometimes becaufe he is too weak,  Sometimes our
neighbours want the things which we have, or have the things
which we want ; and we both fight, il they take ours, or give
us theirs.  Itis a very juitifiable caufe of war to invade a country
after the people have been wafled by famine, deftroyed Ly pel-
tilence, or embroiled by faftions among themlclves. It is jufti-
fiable to cnter into a war againft our neareft ally, when one of
his towns lics convenient for us, or a territory of land, that

would
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swould render our dominicns round and compa&, If a prince
feuds forees into a nation where the people are poor and igno-
rant, he may lawfully put the lalf of them to death, and make
flaves of the reft, in order to civilize and reduce them from their
barbarous way of living, It is a very kingly, honourable and
frequent practice, when one prince defires the affiftance of an-
other to fecure him againft an invafion, that the afliftant, when
he has driven out the invader, thould feize on the dominions
him{elf, and kill, imprifon or banifh the prince he came to re-

%"

lieve #,

If we turn from the foreign tranfadtions of ftates with each
other, to the principles of their domeftic policy, we fhall not
find much greater reafon to be fatisfied. A numerous clafs of
mankind arc held down in a ftate of abje& penury, and ave con-
tinually prompted by difappointment and diftrefs to commit
violence upon their more fortunate neighbours. ‘The only mode
which is employed to reprefs this violence, and to maintain the
order and peace of focicty, is punifhment, Whips, axes and
gibbets, dungeons, chains and racks are the moft approved and
eftablithed methods of perfuading men to obedience, and ime
prefling upon their minds the leflons of reafon. Hundreds of
victims arc annually facrificed at the fhrine of pofitive law and

political inflitution.

* Gulliver’s Travels, Part IV. Ch. v.
C Add
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Add to this the fpecies of government which prevails over
nine tenths of the globe, which is defpotifin: a government, as
Mr. Locke juftly obferves, altogether * vile and miferable,” and

“ more to be deprecated than anarchy itfelf *.”

This account of the hiftory and flate of man is not a decla-
mation, but an appeal to facts. He that confiders it cannot
poflibly regard political difquificion as a trifle, and government
as a neutral and unimportant concern. I by no means cull upon
the reader implicidly to admit that thefc evils are capable of re-
medy, and that wars, exccutions and defpotifin can be extir-
pated out of the world. But I cull upon him to confider whe-
ther they may be remedied. I would have him feel that civil
policy is a topic upon which the fcvereft inveftigation may .
laudably be employed.

If government be a fubje&, which, like mathematics, natural

* Locke on Government, Book [. Ch. i. §. 1; and Book IL Ch. vii. §.91. The
words in the latt place are 1 % Wherever any two men are, who have no flands
ing rule and common jud:re to appeal to on carth for the determination of con-
troverfics of right betwixt them, there they ave (bl in the fte of mature, and
under all the inconveniences of it, with only this woeful diiitrence to the fubs
ject, &e”

Moft of the above arguments may Le found much wore at hirge in Burke’s
Windication of Natural Saciety 5 a treatife, in which the eviis of the exifling
politieal infritations wre difplayed with ncomparable foree of reafening and luitve
of cluquence, while the intention of the author was to fhew that'thefe cvils were
to be confidered as trivial.

4 philofophy
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- philofophy and moruls, adimits of argument and demonfiration,
then may we reafonably hope that men fhall fome time or other
agree refpedting it If it comprehend every thing that is moft
important and intercfting to man, it is probable that, when the
theory is greatly advanced, the pradice will not be wholly neg-
leted.  Men may one day feel that they are partikers of a
common nature, and that true freedom and perfect equity, like
food and air, are pregnant with benefit to every conflitution.
If there be the fainteft hope that this fhall be the final refulr,
then certainly no fubjedt can infpire to a found mind fuch ge.
nerous enthufiafin, fuch enlightened ardour and fuch invincible

perfeverance,

The probability of this improvement will be fufficiently cfta-
blithed, if we confider, FirsT, that the moral chara@ers of men
are the refult of their perceptions: and, srcoNbpLy, that of all
the modes of operating upon mind government is the moft cone
fiderable. In addition to thefe arguments it will be found,
THIRDLY, that the good and ill effe@s of political inflitution
are not lefs confpicuous in detail than in principle; and,
FOURTHLY, that perfectibility is one of the moft unequivocal
charadteriftics of the human fpecies, fo that the political, as well
as the intelle@ual flatc of man, may be prefumed to be in a
courfe of progreflive improvement,

C2 CHAP.
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- THE MORAL CHARACTERS OF MEN

CHAPDP 1L

THE MORAL CHARACTERS OF MEN ORIGINATE IN
THEIR PERCEPTIOINS,

NO INNATE PRINCIPLES,—OBJECTIONS TO THIS ASSERTION
~~FROM THE EARLY ACTIONS OF INFANTS—FROM THE
DESIRE OF SELF-PRESERVATION-——FROM SELF-LOVE—
FROM PITY—FROM THE VICES OF CHILDREN—TYRANNY.
—SULLENNESS,~—CONCLUSION,

BOOK 1. E bring into the world with us no innate principles:
;ili:t:u' confequently we are neither virtuous nor vicious as we
prindiples,  firft come into exiftence. No truth can be more evident than

this, to any man who will yicld the fubje@ an impartial con-

fideration. Every principle is a propofition. Every propofition
confifts in the connettion of at lealt two diftinét ideas, which are
affirmed to agree or difagree with each other. If therefore the
principles be innate, the ideas muft be fo too. But nothing can
be more incontrovertible, than that we do not bring pre-cftab«

lithed ideas into the world with us.

Let the innate principle be, that virtue is a rule to which we
are obliged to conform.  Here arc three great and leading idcas,
not to mention {ubordinate oncs, which it is neceflary to form,

before we can fo much as underftand the propofition.
The



ORIGINATE IN THEIR PERCEPTIONS.

What is virtue ? Previoufly to our forming an idea correfpond-
ing to this general term, it feems neceffary that we fhould have
obferved the feveral features by which virtue is diftinguifhed, and
the feveral fubordinate articles of right condu, that taken
together, conftitute that mafs of practical judgments to which
we give the denomination of virtue, Virtue may perhaps be
defined, that fpecies of operations of an intelligent being, which
conduccs to the benefit of intelligent beings in general, and is pro-
duced by a defire of that benefit.  But wking for granted the uni-
verfal admiffion of this definition, and this is no very defenfible
affumption, how widely have people of different ages and countrics
difagreed in the applicationof this general conception to particulars?
a difagreement by no means compatible with the fuppofition that
the fentiment is itfelf innate.

The next innate idea included in the above propofition, is that
of a rule or flandard, a gencrical meafure with which individuals
are to be compared, and their conformity or difagreement with

which is to determine their value.

Laftly, there is the idea of obligation, its nature and fource,
the obliger and the fandtion, the penalty and the reward.

Who is there in the prefent ftate of fiientifical improvement,

that will belicve that this valt chain of perceptions and notions is
fomcthing

13
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THE MORAL CHARACTERS OF MEN
fomething that we bring into the world with us, a myfical
magazine, fhut up in the human embivo, whofe treafures are to
be gradually unfolded as cireumdtances 14l require? Who docs
not perecive that they are regularly genorated in the mind by a
feries of impreflions, and digefled and arranged by aflociation
and reflexion ?

Experience has by many been fuppofed adverft to thefe rea-
fonings: but it will upon examination be found to be perfectly
in harmony with them, The child at the moment of his birth is
totally unprovided with ideas, except fuch as his mode of cxift-
ence in the womb may have fupplied, . His firft impreflions are
thofe of pleafure and pain, But he has no forefight of the ten-
dency of any ation to obtain either the one or the other, pre-
vioufly to experience,

A certain irritation of the palm of the hand will produce that
contradtion of the fingers, which accompanies the action of grafp-
ing, This contradtion willat firft be unaccompanied with defign,
the object will be grafped without any intention to retain it, and let
go again without thought or obfervation.  After a certain number
of repetitions, the nature of the action will be perceived ; it will
be performed with a conicioufnels of its tendency ; and even the
hand ftretched out upon the approach of any object that is de-
fired.  Prefent to the child, thus far infiru@ed, a lighted candle.
The fight of it will produce a pleafurable ftate of the organs of

perception,

g
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perception.  He will ftretch out his hand to the flame, and will

fenfation,

At the age of maturity, the eyelids inflantancoufly clofe, when
any fubftance, from which danger is apprehended, is advanced
towards them ; and this aQtion is fo fpontancous, as to be with
great difliculty prevented by a grown perfon, though he fhould
explicitly defire it.  In infants there is no fuch propenfity ; and
an object may be approached to their organs, however near and
however fuddenly, without producing this effedt.  Frowns will
be totally indifftrent to a child, who has never found them affo
ciated with the cfleds of anger.  Year itfdf is fpecies of fore-

fight; and in no caie exifls till introduced by experience,

It has been fuid, that the defire of felf-prefervation is innate, I
demand what is meant by this defire? Muft we not underfland
by it, a preference of exiftence to non-exiftence? Do we prefer
any thing but becaufe it is apprchended to hegood? It follows,
that we cannot prefer cxiftence, previoufly to our experience of
the motives for preference it poiitiive. Indecd the ideas of life
and death are exceedingly corpiicated, wud veory trdy in their
formation. A child defives pleafure acvd fozthes pain, long befere

he can have any imagination retpedling the coating to eaidd,

it has been fuid, that Ciflove v ianste. Bur there
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THE MORAL CHARACTERS OF MEN

feif we underffand the approbation of pleaiure, and diflike of
pein: but this is only the faculty of perception under another
name. Who ever denied that man was a pereipient being?
Who ever dicamed that there was a particular inflin@ neceflary

to render him percipient 2

Pity has fometimnes been fuppofed an inftance of innate prin=
ciple; particularly as it feems to arife more inftantaneouily in
young perfons, and perfons of little refinement, than in others.
But it was reafonable to exped, that threats and anger, circum-
ftances that have been affociated with our own fufferings, fhould
excite painful feelings in us in the cafe of others, independently
of any laboured analyfis, The cries of diftrels, the appearance
of agony or corporal infliction, irrefiftibly revive the memory of
the pains accompanied by thofe fymptoms in ourfelves. Longer
experience and obfervation enable us to feparate the calamities of
others and our own fafety, the exiftence of pain in one {ubje&
and of pleafurc or benefit in others, or in the fame at a future
period, more accurately than we could be expected to do pre-
vioully to that experience,

Such then is univerfally the fubje of human inflitution and
education.  We bring neither virtue nor vice with us at our
entrance into the world.  But the feeds of error are ordinarily
fown fo carly as to pafs with fuperficial obfervers for innate.
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Our conflitution prompts us to utter a ery at the uncxpeted
fenfation of pain.  Infants early perccive the affiftance they
obtain from the volition of others; and they have at fisft no
means of inviting that afliftance but by an inarticulate cry.  In
this neutral and innocent circumftance, combined with the folly
and imbecility of parents and nurfes, we are prefented with the
firft occafion of vice.  Affiftance is neceffary, conducive to the
exiltence, the health and the mental fanity of the infant. Em-
pire in the infint over thofe who protc@ him is unnecelary.
If we do not withhold our affiftance precifely at the moment
when it ceafes to be requifite, if our compliance or our refufal
be not in every cafe irrevocable, if we grant any thing to im-
paticnce, importunity or obftinacy, from that moment we be-
come parties in the intelleGual murder of our offspring.

In this cafe we inflil into them the vices of a tyrant; but we
arc in equal danger of teaching them the vices of a flave. It is
niot till very late that mankind acquire the ideas of juftice, retri-

bution and morality, and thefe notions are far from cxifting in

the minds of infants.  Of confequence, when we ftrike, or when
we rcbuke them, we rifk at leaft the exciting in them a fenfe of
injury, and a fecling of refentment.  Above all, fentiments of
this fort cannot fail to be awakened, if our action be accom-
panied with fymptoms of anger, cruclty, harfnefs or caprice.
The fame imbecility, that led us to infpire them with a fpirit of
tyranny by yielding to their importunities, afterwards dicates to

D us
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us an inconfiftent and capricious conduct, at one time denying
them as abfurdly, as at another we gratified them unreafonably,
Who, that has obferved the confequences of this treatment, how
generally thefe miftakes are committed, how infeparable they are
in fome degree from the wifeft and the beft, will be furprifed at
the carly indications of depravity in children* ?

From thefe reafonings it fufficiently appears, that the moral
qualities of men are the produce of the impreffions made upon
them, and that there is no inftance of an original propenfity to evil.
Our virtues and vices may be traced to the incidents which make
the hiftory of our lives, and if thefe incidents could be divefted
of every improper tendency, vice would be extirpated from the
world. The tatk may be difficult, may be of flow progrefs, and
of hope undefined and uncertain, But hope will never defert
it; and the man who is anxious for the benefit of his fpecies,
will willingly devote a portion of his altivity to an enquiry into
the mode of effeting this extirpation in whole or in part, an
enquiry which promifes much, if it do not in reality promife
every thing. '

* The arguments of this chapter are for the moft part an abfiradl, the dive&t
ones from Locke on the Human Underftanding, thofe which relate to experience
from Hertley's Obfervations on Man, and thofe refpelting education from the
Emile ¢f [. J. Roufleau,
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CHAP IV,
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THREE PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF MORAL IMPROVE-
MENT CONSIDERED.

I. LITERATUREL.

BENEFITS OF LITERATURE,~EXAMPLES,—ESSENTIAL PRO-
PERTILS OF LITERATURE~—ITS DEFECTS.

Il. EDUCATION.

BENEFITS OF EDUCATION.—~CAUSES OF ITS IMBECILITY,

N POLITICAL FUSTICE

BENEFITS OF POLITICAL INSTITUTION,~—UNIVERSALITY OF
ITS INFLUENCE—PROVED BY THE MISTAKES OF SOCIETY.
~—ORIGIN OF EVIL.
HERE are three principal caufes by which the human Cliggll;(lr\.{.
mind is advanced fowards a flate of perfection ; literature, ‘e’
or the diffufion of knowledge through the medium of difcuffion,
whether written or oral; education, or a fcheme for the carly
impreflion of right principles upon the hitherto unprejudiced
mind; and political juftice, or the adoption of any principle
of morality and truth into the practice of « community, Let us

take a momeatary review of cach of thefe.

D2 . LITER 4-
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. LITERATURE.

FEw engines can be more powerful, and at the fame time
more falutary in their tendency, than literature, 'Without en-
quiring for the prefent into the caufe of this phenomenon, it
is fufficiently evident in fadt, that the human mind is ftrongly
infeted with prejudice and miftake. The various opinions
prevailing in different countries and among different claffes of
men upon the fame fubje&, are almoft innumerable ; and yet of
all thefe opinions only one can be true. Now the effeual way
for extirpating thefe prejudices and miftakes feems to be lite«
tature, '

Literature has rcconciled the whole thinking world refpecting
the great principles of the fyftem of the univerfe, and extirpated
upon this fubject the dreams of romance and the dogmas of
fuperflition. Literature has unfolded the nature of the human
mind, and Locke and others have eftablifhed certain maxims
refpecting man, as Newton has done refpecting matter, that are
generally admitted for unqueflionable.  Difcuffion has afcer-
tained with tolerable perfpicuity the preference of liberty over
flavery ; and the Mainwarings, the Sibthorpes, and the Filmers,
the race of fpeculative reafoners in favour of defpotifin, are
almoft extinét. Local prejudice had introduced inoumerable
privileges and prohibitions upon the fubje@ of trade; fpecu-
lation has nearly afcertained that perfedt freedom is mofl favour-

able



MORAL IMPROVEMENT CONSIDERED.
able to her profperity. If in many inftances the collation of
evidence have failed to produce univerfal convi@ion, it muft
however be confidered, that it has not failed to produce irre-
fragable argument, and that falthood would have been much
thorter in duration, if it had not been protetted and inforced by
the authority of political government.

Indecd, if there be fuch a thing as truth, it muft infallibly
be firuck out by the collifion of mind with mind, The reftlefs
adlivity of intclle@ will for a time be fertile in paradox and
error; but thefe will be only diurnalg, while the truths that occa~
fionally fpring up, like fturdy plants, will defy the rigour of
feafon and -climate.  In propoition as one reafoner compares
his dedu&ions with thofe of anciher, the wesk places of his
argument will be deteGed, the principles he too haftily adopted
will be overthrown, and the judgments, in which his mind was
expofcd to no finifler influence, will be confirmed.  All that
is requifite in thefe difcuflions is unlimited fpeculation, and a
fuflicient varicty of fyftems and opinions. While we only dif-
pute about the beft way of doing a thing in itfclf wrong, we fhall
indeed make but a trifling progrefs ; but, when we are once per-
fuaded that nothing is too facred to be brought to the touch-
flone of examination, feience will advanee with rapid firides.
Men, who turn their attention to the boundlefs ficld of enquiry,
and fiill more who recolled the innumerable errors and caprices
of mind, arc apt to imagine that the labour is without benefit

and
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and endlefs, But this cannot be the cafe, if truth at laft have
any real exiftence. FErrors will, during the whole period of
their reign, combat each other ; prejudices that have paffed un-
fufpected for ages, will have their cra of detection; but, if in
any fcience we difcover onc folitary truth, it cannot be over-

thrown,

Such are the arguments that may be adduced in favour of
literature.  But, even fhould we admit them in their full force,
and at the fame time fuppofe that truth is the omnipotent arti«
ficer by which mind can infallibly be regulated, it would yet
by no means fufficiently follow that litcrature is alone adequate
to all the purpofes of human improvement. Literature, and
particularly that literature by which prejudice is fuperfeded, and
the mind is frung to a firmer tone, cxifts only as the portion
of a few, The multitude, at leaft in the prefent fatc of human
focicty, cannot partake of its illuminations. For that purpofe
it would be neceflary, that the general fyftem of policy fhould
become favourable, that every individual fhould have leifure for
reafoning and refletion, and that there thould be no fpecies of
public inftitution, which, having falthood for its bafis, fhould
counteralt their progrefs, This flate of fociety, if it did not
precede the general diffemination of truth, would at leaft be the

immediate refult of it

But in reprefinting this flate of fociety as the ultimate refult,

2 w¢



MORAL IMPROVEMENT CONSIDERED,
we {hould incur an obvious fallacy. ‘The difcovery of truth is
a purfuit of fuch vaft extent, that it is fearcely poffible to pre-
feribe bounds to it, Thofe great lines, which feem at prefent
to mark the limits of human underftanding, will, like the mifts
that rife from a lake, retire farther and farther the more clofely
we approach them. A certain quantity of truth will be fuffi-
cient for the fubverfion of tyranny and ufurpation; and this
fubverfion, by a refleted force, will affit our underftandings
in the difcovery of truth, In the mean time, it is not cafy to

define the exalt portion of difcovery that muft neccflarily pre-

cede political melioration.  The period of partiality and injuftice

will be fhortened, in proportion as political reitude occupies
a principal fhare in our difquifition. When the moft confider-
able part of a nation, either for numbers or influence, becomes
convinced of the flagrant abfurdity of its inftitutions, the whole
will foon be prepared tranquilly and by a fort of common con-
fent to fuperfede them.

I. EDUCATION,

By, if it appear that literaturc, unaided by the regularity
of inftitution and difcipline, is inadequate to the reformation of
the fpecies, it may perhaps be imagined, that cducation, com-
monly fo called, is the beft of all fubfidiarics for making up its
defedts.  Education may have the advantage of taking mind
in ity original flate, a foil prepared for culture, and as vet unin-

fefted
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fefted with weeds 5 and it is a common and a reafonable opi-
nion, that the talk is much ealier to plant right and virtuous
difpofitions in an unprejudiced underflanding, than to root up
the errors that Lave already become as it were a part of
ourfelves, If an erroneous and vicious cducation be, as it has
been fhewn to be, the fource of all our depravity, an education,
deprived of thefe errors, feems to prefent itfelf as the moft na-
tural exchange, and muft ncceflarily render its fubject virtuous
and pure,

I will imagine the pupil never to have been made the victim
of tyranny or the flave of caprice. He has never been per-
mitted to triumph in the fuccefs of importunity, and cannot
therefore well have become reltlefs, inconftant, fantaftical or
unjuft. He has been inured to ideas of equality and inde-
pendence, and therefore is not paflionate, haughty and over-
bearing, The perpetual witnefs of a temperate conduét and
reafonable fentiments, he is not blinded with prejudice, is not
lable to make a falfe chimate of things, and of confequence has
no immoderate defires after wealth, and fplendour, and the grati-
fications of luxury. Virtue has always been prefented to him
under the moft attra&ive form, as the fureft medium of fuccels
in every honourable purfuit, the never-failing confolation of dif-
appointment, and infinitely fuperior in value to every other ac-

quifition.

It
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It cannot be doubtc’d that fuch an edueation is caleulated to
produce very confiderable effets.  In the world indeed the
pupil will become ‘the fpe@tator of feenes very different from
what his preconceived ideas of virtue might have taught him to
expedt. Let us however admit it to be poflible fo to temper
the mind, as to render it proof againft the influence of example
and the allurements of luxury. Still it may be reafonable to
~ doubt of the fufficiency of education,. How many inftances may
we expedt to find, in which a plan has been carried into exe-
cution, fo enlightencd, unremitted and ardent, as to produce
thefe extraordinary effects? Where muft the preceptor himfelf
have been educated, who fhall thus elevate his pupil above all
the errors of mankind ? If the world teach an implicit deference
to birth and riches and accidental diftin@ions, he will fearcely
be exempt from this deference, If the world be full of intriguc
and rivalfhip and felfithnefs, he will not be wholly difintcrefted.
If falthood be with mankind at large reduced to a fyfiem, re-
commended by the prudent, commanded by the magiftrate, in-
forced by the moralift *, and pratifed under a thoufand forms,

the

* The following paffage is extralted from Lord Kaimes, late one of the judges
of the kingdom of Scotland.

« Cuftom-houfe oaths now a-days go for nothing. Not that the world
grows more wicked, but becaufe nobody lays any ftrefs upon them. The duty
on French wine is the fame in Scotland and in Englnd. But as we cannot
afford to pay this high duty, the permiffion underhand to pay Spanifh duty for

E French
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the individual will not always have the fimplicity to- be fincere,
or the courage to be true.  If prejudice have ufurped the feat of
knowledge, if law and religion and metaphyfics and govern~
mente be furrounded with myftery and artifice, he will not know
the truth, and therefore cannat teach it ; he will: not poflefs the.
criterion, and therefore cannot furnifh it to another. Again; if
a man thus mighty, thus accomplifhed, thus fuperior to rivalthip
and comparifon, can be found, who witl confent to: the profana~
tion of employing him in cultivating the mind. of a. boy,, whew
he fhould be inftru@ing the. world 2

Education, in the fenfe in which it has commonly been une
derftcod, though in one view an. engine of unlimited pover, i@

French wine, is found more beneficial to the revenue than the rigour of the law.
The oath however muft be taken: that the.wine we import is. Spanifh, to.entitler
us to the eafe of the Spanifh duty. Such oaths at firft were. highly criminal,,
becaufe directly a fraud againft the publics. but now that the oath is only exe
ated for form’s fake, without any faith intended to be given or received, it
becomes very little different from faying in the way of civility, ¢ I am, fir, your
friend, or your obedient fervant*—Loofe Hints upon Education, Ap;;éndix;
p- 362. Edinburgh, 1781,

Archdeacon Paley in a work, the feventh edition of which lies before me,
and which is ufed as a text book in the univerfity of Cambridge, fpeaks thus:

« There are falfhoods which are not lies; that is, which are not criminals;
as—a fervant’s denying his mafker, a prifonor’s pleading not guilty, an advocate
afferting the juftice, or his belief of the juflice of his client’s caufe. In fuch.
inflances no confidence is deftroyed, becaufc none was:repofed.”  Principles of

Morat and Political Philofophy, Book I1I: Part I Chaps xev.  London, 17901
exceed«



MORAL IMPROVEMENT CONSIDERED.
exceedingly incompetent to the great bufinefs of reforming
mankind. It performs its tafk weakly and in detail. The grand
principles that the inventor fecks in his machines, and the pli-
lofopher in inveftigating the fyftem of the univerfe, arc fuch, as
from a few fimple data arc fufficient to the production of a
thoufand events, But the education I have been deferibing
is the reverfe of this, It employs an immenfe combination of
powers, and an endlefs chain of caufes for the production of a
fingle fpecimen. No tafk, which is not in its own naturc im-
practicable, can ealily be fuppofed more difficult, than that of
counterating univerfal error, and arming the youthful mind
againf} the contagion of general example, The frongeft mind
that propofed this as its objed, would fcarcely undertake the
forming more than one, or at moft a very fmall number, of
pupils. 'Where can a remedy be found for this fundamental
difadvantage? wheve but in political juftice, that all comprehen-
five fcheme, that immediately applies to the removal of counter-
action and contagion, that embraces millions in its grafp, and

that educates in onc fchool the preceptor and the pupil 2

Ill. POLITICAL YUSTICE.

Tue benefits of political juftice will beft be underftood, if

we confider focicty in the moft comprehenfive view,- tuking
into our cftimate the erroncous inflitutions by which the human
mind has been too often checked in its carcer, as well as thofe

2 wedl
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THREE PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF
well founded opinions of public and individual intereft, which

perhaps need only to be clearly explained, in order to their
being generally received.

Now in whatever light it be confidered, we cannot avoid
perceiving, firft, that political inflitution is peculimly firong in
that very point in which the efficacy of education was deficient,
the extent of its operation, That it in fome way influences
our conduct will hardly be difputed. It is fufficiently obvious
that a defpotic government is calculated to render men pliant,
and a free one refohite and independent. All the effects that
any principle adopted into the practice of a community may
produce, it produces upon a comprehenfive fcale. It creates a
fimilar bias in the whole, or a confiderable part of the fociety.
The motive it cxhibits, the ftimulus it begets, are operative,
becaufe they are fitted to produce effe&t upon mind. They
will therefore inevitably influence all to whom they are equally
addreffed. Virtue, where virtue is the refult, will ccafe to be a
tafk of perpetual watchfulnefs and contention, It will ncither
be, nor appear to be, a facrifice of our perfonal advantage to
difintercfted confiderations. It will render thofe the confederates,
fupport and fecurity of our re@itude, who were before its moft
formidable encmies.

Again, an additional argument in favour of the efficacy of
political inttitutions, arifes from the extenfive influence which
3 certain
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certain falfe principles, engendered by an imperfe& fyftem of
fociety, have been found to exert. Superftition, an immoderate |
fear of fhame, a falfe calculation of intereft, are errors that h-ve
been always attended with the moft extenfive confequences,
How incredible at the prefent day do the effects of fuperflition
exhibited in the middle ages, the horrors of excommunication
and interdict, and the humiliation of the gréateft monarchs at
the feet of the pope, appear? What can be more contrary to
European modes than that dread of difgrace, which induces the
Bramin widows of Indoftan to deftroy themfelves upon the
funeral pile of their hufbands ? What more hotribly immoral
than the miftaken idea which leads multitudes in commercial
countries to regard fraud, falthood and circumvention as the
trueft policy ? But, however powerful thefe errors may be, the
empire of truth, if once eftablifhed, would be incomparably
greater, 'The man, who is enflaved by fhame, fuperftition or
deceit, will be perpetually expofed to an internal war of opi-
nions, difapproving by an involuntary cenfure the condu& he
has been moft perfuaded to adopt. No mind can be fo far ali-
enated from truth, as not in the midft of its degeneracy to have
inceffant returns of a better principle. No fyflem of fociety
can be fo thoroughly pervaded with miftake, as not frequently to
fuggeft to us fentiments of virtue, liberty and juftice. But
truth is in all its branches harmonious and confiftent,

The
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The recolleCtion of this circumftance induces me to add as a
concluding obfervation, that it may reafonably be doubted whe-
ther error could ever be formidable or long-lived, if government
did not lend it fupport. The nature of mind is adapted to the
perception of ideas, their correfpondence and difference. In
the right difcernment of theft is its true element and moft con«
genial purfuit. Error would indeed for a time have been the
refule of our partial perceptions ; but, as our perceptions arc
continually changing, and continually becoming more definite
and corre&, our errors would have been momentary, and our
Judgments have hourly approached nearer to the truth. The
dodtrine of tranfubftantiation, the belief that men were really
«cating flefh when they feemed to be eating bread, and drinking
human bleod when they feemed to be drinking wine, could
never have maintained its empire fo long, if it had not been
reinforced by civil authority. Men would not have fo long
perfuaded themlelves that an old man clefted by the intrigues
of a conclave of cardinals, from the moment of that elettion
became immaculate and infallible, if the perfuafion had not been
maintained by revenues, endowments and palaces. A fyfiem
of government, that fhould lend no fandtion to ideas of fana-
ticifin and hypocrify, would prefently accuftom its fubjeds to
think juftly upon topics of moral worth and importance. A
flate, that fhould abftain from impofing contradiory and im-
practicable oaths, and thus perpetually flimulating its members
I to
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to’ concealment and perjury, would foon become diftinguithed
for plain dealing and veracity. A country, in which places of
dignity and confidence fhould ceafe to be at the difpofal of
fation, favour and intercft, would not long be the refidence of
fervility and deceit.

Thefe remarks fuggeft to us the true anfwer to an obvious
objetion, that might otherwife prefent itfelf, to the conclufion
to which thefe principles appear to lead. Tt might be faid, that
an erroneous government can never afford an adequate folution
for the exiftence of moral evil, fince government was itfelf the
production of human intelligence, and therefore, if ill, muft have

been indebted for its ill qualities to fome wrong which had pre--

vious exiftence.

The propofition afferted in this objection is undoubtedly true,
All vice is nothing more than crror and miftake reduced into
pracice, and adopted as the principle of our condu@. But error
is perpetually haftening to its own dete&tion.  Vicious condu&t
is foon difcovered to involve injurious confequences. Injuftice
thercfore by its own nature is little fitted for a durable exift-
ence. But government “lays its hand upon the {pring there is
in fociety, and putsa ftop to its motion *.” It gives fubflance and

permanénee to our errors, It reverfes the genuine propenfitics

* Logan, Philofophy of Hiftory, p. Gy.
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BOOK L = of mind, and, inftcad of fuffering us to look forward, teaches us,

CHAP. 1V, _
‘" to look backward for perfection, It prompts us to feek the

public welfare, not in innovation and improvement, but in a
timid reverence for the decifions of our anceftors, as if it were
the nature of mind always to degenerate, and never to advance.
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CHAP V.

INFLUENCE OF POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS
EXEMPLIFIED.

ROBEERY AND PRAUD, TWO GREAT VICES IN SOCIETY—
ORIGINATE, I. IN EXTREME POVERTY—~2. IN THE OS-
TENTATION OF THE RICH—3. IN THEIR TYRANNY—
RENDERED PERMANENT—I. BY LEGISLATION—2, BY
THE ADMINISTRATION OF LAW—3. BY THE INEQUA-
LITY OF CONDITION,

HE efficacy of political inftitutions will be rendered fill Boox L,
more evident, if we enquire into the hiftory of the moft iniphiniy
confiderable vices at prefent exifting in fociety ; and if it can be

fhewn that they derive their inveteracy from political inftitution,

Two of the greateft abufes relative to the interior policy of Robbery and
nations, which at this time prevail in the world, will be allowed ﬁ:;(:\:\::s i
to confift in the irregular. transfer of property, either firft by e
violence, or fecondly by fraud. If among the inhabitants of
any country there exifted no defire in one individual to poflefs
himfelf of the fubflance of another, or no defire fo vehement
and refilefs, as to prompt him to acquire it by means inconfiftent
with order and juftice ; undoubtedly in that country guilt could

F hardly



34

BOOK T,
CHAPR V.

INFLUENCE OF POLITICAL

hardly be koown but by report.  If every man could with

e perlet facility obtain the ncceffarics of life, and, obtaining them,.

!u’iginale, |28

1 extrene
poverty.

teel no uncafy craving after its fuperfluities, temptation would
lofe its power.  Private intereft would vifibly accord with public
good; and civil focicty become all that poetry has feigned of
the golden age. Let us enquire into the principles to which
thefe evils owe their exiftence, and the trcatment by which they
may be alleviated or remedied.

Tirft then it is to be obferved, that, in the moft refined ftates
of Europe, the inequality of property has arifen to an alarming
height.  Vaft numbers of their inhabitants are deprived of
almoft every accommodation that can render life tolcrable or
fecure. Their utmoft induftry fearcely fuffices for their fup-
pott. The women and children lean with an infupportable
weight upon the efforts of the man, o that a large family has
in the lower order of life become a proverbial expreffion for-an
uncommon degree of poverty and wretchednefs. If ficknefs
or fome of thofe cafualties which are perpetually incident to an
adtive and laborious life, be fuperadded to thefe burthens, the
diftrefs is yet greater.

It feems to be agreed that in England there is lefs wretched-
nefs and diftrefs than in moft of the kingdoms of the continent.
In England the poors’ rates amount to the fum of two millions
fterling per annum, It has been calculated that one perfon in
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INSTITUTIONS EXEMPLIFIED.
feven of the inhabitants of this country derives at fome period
of his life afliftance from this fund. f to this we add the per-
fons, who, from pride, a fpirit of independence, or the want of
a legal fettlement, though in equal diftrefs, reccive no fuch
affiftance, the proportion will be confiderably increaled.

I lay no firefs upon the accuracy of this calculation ; the ge-
neral fa& is fufficient to give us an idea of the greatnefs of the
abufe. The confequences that refule are placed beyond the
reach of contradi®ion. A perpetual firuggle with the evils of
poverty, if frequently ineffeGtual, muft neceffarily render many
of the fufferers defperate. A painful fecling of their opprefled
fituation will itfelf deprive them of the power of furmounting
it The fuperiority of the rich, being thus unmercifully exer-
cifed, muft inevitably expofe them to reprifals; and the poor
man will be induced to regard the ftate of fociety as a flate of
war, an unjuft combination, not for proteCling every man in
his rights and fecuring to him the mecans of exiftence, but for
engrofling all its advantages to a few favoured individuals, and
referving for the portion of the reft want, dependence and mi-

fery.

A fecond fource of thofe defiru@ive paffions by which the
peace of focicty is interrupted, is to be found in the luxury, the
pageantry and magnificence with which enormous wealth is
ulually accompanicd. Human beings are capable of encoun-
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tering with chearfulnefs confiderable hawdihips, when thofe hard.

‘= {hips are impartially fhared with the reft of the fociety, and they

3. in the's
iyranny

are not infulted with the fpe@acle of indolence and eafe in :
others, no way deferving of greater advantages than themfelves.

But it is a bitter aggravation of their own calamity, to have the

privileges of others forced on their obfervation, and, while they

are perpetually and vainly endeavouring to fecure for themfelves.
and their families the pooreft conveniences, to. find others re-

velling in- the fruits of their labours, This aggravation is affi--
duoufly adminiftered. to them under moft of the political efta--
blithments at prefent in exiftence.. There is a2 numerous clafs.
of individuals, who, though rich, have neither brilliant talents. -
nor fublime virtues ; and, however highly they may prize their
education, their affability, their fuperior polith and the elegance
of their manners, have a fecret confcioufnefs that they poflefs
nothing by which they can fo fecurely affcit their pre-emi-
nence and keep their inferiors at a diftance, as-the fplendour of
their equipage, the magnificence of their retinue and the fump-
tuoufnefs of their entertainments. The poor man is ftruck with
this exhibition; he feels his own miferies ; he knows how un-
wearied are his efforts to obtain a flender pittance of this pro-
digal wafte; and he miftakes opulence for felicity. He cannot
perfuade himfelf that an embroidered garment may frequently
cover an aching heart,

A third difadvantage that is apt to conne&t poverty with
difcontent



INSTFTUTIONS EXEMLPLIFIED.
difcontent confifts in the infolence and ufurpation of the rich.
If the poor man would in other refpe@ts compofe himfelf in
philofophic indifference, and, confcious that he poffefles every
thing that is truly honourable to man as fully as his rich neigh-
bour, would look upon the reft as beneath his envy, his neigh-
bour will not permit him to do fo. He feems as if he could
never be fatisfied with his pofleffions unlefs he can make the
fpe@acle of them grating to. others; and that honeft felf-cfteem,
by which his inferior might otherwife arrive at apathy, is ren-
dered the inftrument of galling him with oppreflion and in-
juftice, In many countries juftice is avowedly made a fubject
" of folicitation, and the man of the higheft rank and moft fplen-
did connettions almoft infallibly carries his caufe againft the
unproteted and friendlels. In countries where this thamelefs
praice is not cftablithed, juftice is frequently a matter of ex-
penfive purchafe, and the man with the longeft purfe is pro-
verbially viGorious. A confcioufnefs of thefe fadts muft be
expeted to render the rich little cautious of offence in his deal-
ings with the poor, and to infpire him with a temper over
bearing, diftatorial and tyran'nica!. Nor does this indirect op-
preffion fatisfy his defpotifm.  The rich are in all fuch countries
dire@tly or indiretly the legiflators of the flate; and of confe-
quence are perpetually reducing oppreflion into a fyftem, and
depriving the poor of that little commonage of nature as it were,

which might otherwife flill have remainced to them,
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382;15 \I’ The opinions of individuals, and _of confequence their defires,
S’ for defire is nothing but opinion maturing for action, will al-
ways be in a great degree regulated by the opinions of the com-
munity,  But the manners prevailing in many countries
are accurately caleulated to imprefs a conviftion, that inte-
grity, virtue, underftanding and induftry are nothing, and that
epulence is every thing. Does a man, whole exterior denotes
indigence, expedt to be well received in fociety, and efpecially
by thofe who would be underftood to ditate to the reft # Does
he find or imagine himfelf in want of their afliftunce and fa-
vour? He is prefently taught that no merits can atone for a
mean appearance. The leffon that is read to him is, Go home,
enrich yourfelf by whatever means, obtain thofe fuperfluitics
which are alone regarded as eftimable, and you may then be
fecure of an amicable reception, Accordingly poverty in fuch
countries is viewed as the greateft of demerits. It is efcaped
from with an eagernefs that has no leifure for the feruples of
honefty. It is concealed as the moft indelible difgrace. While
one man choofcs the path of undiftinguithing accumulation, an-
other plunges into expences which are to impofc him upon the
world as more opulent than he is, He haftens to the reality
of that penury, the appearance of which he dreads; and, toge-
ther with his property, facrifices the integrity, veracity and
charaCter which might have confoled him in his adverfity.

rendercd per-  Such are the caufes, that, in different degrees under the dif-
DRAHCHE 5

ferent
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ferent governments of the world, prompt mankind openly or
fecretly to encroach upon the property of cach other. Let us
confider how far they admit either of remedy or aggravation
from political inftitution. Whatever tends to decreafe the in-
juries attendant upon poverty, decreafes at the fame time the in-
ordinate defire and the enormous accumulation of wealth. Wealth
is not purfued for its own fake, and feldom for the fenfual grati-
fications it can purchafe, but for the fame reafons that ordinarily
prompt men to the acquifition of learning, eloquence and fkill,
for the love of diftinction and fear of contempt. How few would
prize the poffeffion of riches, if they were condemned to enjoy
their equipage, their palaces and their entertainments in folitude,
with no eye to wonder at their magnificence, and no fordid
obferver ready to convert that wonder into an adulation of the
owner? If admiration were not generally deemed the exclufive
property of the rich, and contempt the conftant lacquey of po~
verty, the love of gain would ceafe to be an univerfal paflion,
Let us confider in what refpe&s political inftitution is rendered
fubfervient to this paffion.

Firft then, legiflation is in almoft every country grofsly the
favourcr of the rich againft the poor. Such is the chara&ter of
the gamc laws, by which the induftrious ruftic is forbidden to
deftroy the animal that preys upon the hopes of his future fub-
fiftence, or to fupply himfelf with the food that unfought thrufls
itfelf in his path. Such was the ipirit of the latc revenue laws

.
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ration thofe who were beft able to fupport it. Thus in England
the land tax at this moment produces half a million lefs than it
did a century ago, while the taxes on confumption have ex-
perienced an addition of thirteen millions per annum during the
fame period. This is an attempt, whether effectual or no, to
throw the burthen from the rich upon the poor, and as fuch is
an exhibition of the fpirit of legiflation. Upon the fame princi-
ple robbery and other offences, which the wealthier part of the
community have no temptation to commit, are treated as capital
crimes, and attended with the moft rigorous, often the moft in-
human punithments. 'The rich are encouraged to affociate for
the execution of the moft partial and oppreffive pofitive laws.
Monopolics and patents are lavifhly difpenfed to fuch as are able
to purchafe them, While the moft vigilant policy is employed to
prevent combinations of the poor to fix the price of labour, and
they are deprived of the benefit of that prudence and judgment
which would felet the feene of their induftry. |

Secondly, the adminiftration of law is not lefs iniquitous than
the fpirit in which it is framed. Under the late government of
France the office of judge was a matter of purchafe, partly by an
open price advanced to the crown, and partly by a fecret douceur
paid to the minifter. He, who knew beft how to manage hig

market in the retail trade of juftice, could afford to purchafe the
4 good

i
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good will of its fun&ions at the highelt price. To the client
Juftice was avowedly made an obje of perfonal folicitation, and
a powerful friend, a handfome woman, or a proper prefent, were
articles of much greater value than a good caufe.  In England
the criminal law is adminiftered with tolerable impartiality fo far
as regards the trial itfelf; but the number of capital offences, and
of confequence the frequency of pardons, open even here a wide
door to favour and abufe. In caufes relating to property the
practice of law is arrived at fuch a pitch as to render all juflice
ineffeCtual.  The length of our chancery fuits, the multiplied ap-
peals from court to court, the enormous fees of counfel, attornies,
fecretaries, clerks, the drawing of briefs, bills, replications and re-
Joinders, and what has fomctimes been called the glorious un-
certainty of the law, render it often more advifable to refign a
property than to conteft it, and particularly cxclude the in-
poverithed claiimant from the fainteft hope of redrefs. Nothing
ceitainly is more praticable than to fecure to all queftions of
controverfy a cheap and fpeedy decifion, which, combined with
the independence of the judges and a few obvious improvements
in the conftru@ion of jurics, would infure the equitable applicae

tion of general rules to all charalters and ftations.

Thirdly, the incquality of conditions ulually maintained by
political inftitution, is calculated greatly to enhance the imagined
excellence of wealth,  In the ancient monarchics of the cafty
and in Turkey at the prefent day, an eminent ftation could

G fearcdy
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fearcely fail to excite implicit deference. The timid inhabitant

e trembled before his fuperior; and would have thought it little

lefs than blafphemy, to touch the veil drawn by the proud fatrap
over his inglorious origin, The fame principles were extenfively
prevalent under the feudal fyflem. The vaflal, who was re-
garded as a fort of live ftock upon the eftate, and knew of no
appeal from the arbitrary fiat of his lord, would fcarcely venture
to fufpect that he was 'of the fame fpecies. This however con.
fituted an unnatural and violent fituation. There is a propen-
fity in man to look farther than the outfide ; and to come with
a writ of enquiry into the title of the upftart and the fuccefsful.
In England at the prefent day there are few poor men who do not
confole themfclves, by the {reedom of their animadverfions upon
their fuperiors. The new-fangled gentleman is by no means
fecure againft having his tranquillity difturbed by their furly and
pointed farcafms. This propenfity might eafily be encouraged,
and made conducive to the moft falutary purpofes. Every man
might, as was the cafe in certain countries upon record, be in-
fpired with the confcioufnefs of citizenthip, and be made to feel
himfelf an active and efficient member of the great whole, The
poor man would then perceive, that, if eclipfed, he could not be
trampled upon ; and he would no longer be ftung with the furies

of envy, refentment and defpair.

CHAP,
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HUMAN INVENTIONS CAPABLE OF PERPETUAL
IMPROVEMENT.

PERFECTIBILITY OF MAN—INSTANCED, FIRST, IN LAN-
GUAGE,~—ITS BEGINNINGS.wwA BSTRACTION,—COMPLEXI~
TY OF LANGUAGE,—SECOND INSTANCE: ALPHABETICAL
WRITING,— HIEROGLYPHICS AT FIRST UNIVERSAL.—
PROGRESSIVE DEVIATIONS.—~APPLICATION,

F we would form to ourfelves a folid eftimate of political, or

indeed of any other fcience, we ought not to confine our
furvey to that narrow portion of things which paffes under our
own immediate infpe@ion, and rafhly pronounce every thing
that we have not ourfelves fcen, to be impoflible. There is no
charaeriftic of man, which feems at prefent at leaft fo eminently
to diftinguith him, or to be of fo much importance in every
branch of moral {cience, as his perfe@ibility. Let us carry back
our minds to man in his original flate, a being capable of im-
preflions and knowledge to an unbounded extent, but not having
as yet received the one or cultivated the other; and let us con-
traft this being with all that fcience and gentus have effetted :
and from hence we may form fome idea what ir is of wiich hu-

G o2 mun
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man nature is capable. It &5 to be remembered, that this being
did not as now derive affiftance from the communications of his
fllows, nor had his feeble and crude coneeptions affifted by the
experivnce of fuceeflive centuries ; but that in the ftate we are
figuting all men were equally ignorant, The field of improve-
ment was before them, but for every ftep in advance they were
to be indebted to their untutored efforts.  Nor is it of uny con-
fequence whether fuch was actually the progrels of imind, o
whether, as others teach, the progrefs was abridged, and man
was immediately advanced half way to the end of his career by
the interpofition of the author of his nature. In any cafc it is
an allowable and no unimproving fpeculation, to confider mind
as it is in itfelf, and to enquire what would have been its hiftory, .
if, immediately upon its production, it had been left to be acted
upon by thofe ordinary lass of the univerfe with whofe opera~

tion we are acquainted.

One of the acquifitions moft evidently requifite as a prelimi-
nary to our prefent improvements is that of language. But itis
impoffible to conceive of an acquilition; that muft have been in
its origin more differcnt from what at prefent it is found, or that
lefs promifed that copioufnefs and refinement it has fince ex=

hibited.

Its beginning was probably from thofe involuntary cries,
which infants for cxample arc found to utter in the carlieft
flages
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ftages of their exilence, and which, previoufly to the idea of
exciting pity or procuring afiflance, ipontancoufly arife from the
operation of pain upon our animuai frame,  Thefe eries, when
actually uttered, become a fubject of perception to him by whom
‘ﬁxcy are uttered; and, being obferved to be conftantly affociated
with certain preliminary impreflions and to excite the idea of
thofc imprefions in the hearcr, may afterwards be repeated from
refle@ion and the defive of relief.  Eager defire to communicate
any information to another, will alfo prompt us to utter fome
fimple found for the purpofe of exciting attention: this found
will probably frequently recur to organs unpractifed to variety,
and will at length ftand as it were by convention for the inform-
ation intended to be conveyved. But the diftance is extreme
from thefe fimple modes of communication, which we poflefs in
common with fome of the inferior animals, to all the analyfis

and abftraction which languages require,

Abflra&tion indeed, though as it is commonly underftood it
be one of the fublimeft operations of mind, is in fome fort co-
eval with and infeparable from the cxiftence of mind.  The nexst
ficp to fimple pereeption is that of comparifon, or the coupling
together of two ideas and the perception of their refemblunces
and differences.  Without comparifon therve can be no preference,
and without preference no action: though it mutt be acknow-
ledged, that this comparifon is an operation that may be per-
formed by the mind without adverting to its nature, and that

netther
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neither the brute nor the favage has any confcioufnefs of the

“e~—’ feveral ftops of the intellectual progrefs. Comparifon immediately

Compiexity
of language.

leads to imperfeét abftration. The fenfation of to-day is claffed,
if fimilar, with the fenfation of yefterday, and an inference is
made refpe@ing the condué to be adopted, Without this degree
of abftraltion the faint dawnings of language already defcribed
could never have exifted. Abftradtion, which was neceflary to
the firft exiftence of language, is again affifted in its operations
by language, That generalifation, which is implied in the very
notion of thought, being thus embodied and renucred palpable,
makes the mind acquainted with its own powers and creates a
reftlets defire after farther progrefs.

But, though it be by no means impoffible, to trace the caufes
that concurred to the produétion of language, and to prove them
adequate to their effect, it does not the lefs appear that this is
an acquilition of flow growth and ineftimable value. The very
fteps, were we to purfue them, would appear like an endlefs
labyrinth. ‘The diftance is immeafurable between the three or
four vague and inarticulate founds uttered by animals, and the
copioufnefs of lexicography or the regularity of grammar, The
general and {pecial names by which things are at firlt compli-
cated and afterwards divided, the names by which properties
are feparated from their fubftances and powers from both, the
comprchenfive diftribution of parts of {peech, verbs, adjectives
and particles, the inflexions of words by which the change

of
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of their terminations changes their meaning t!irough a variety
of thadings, their concords and their governments, all of them
prefent us with fuch a boundlefs catalogue of fcience, that he,
who on the one hand did not know that the boundlefs tafk had
been actually performed, or who on the other was not intimately
acquainted with the progreflive nature of mind, would pro-
nounce the accomplifhment of them impofiible.

A fecond invention, well calculated to imprefs us with a fenfe
of the progreflive nature of man, is that of alphabetical writing.
Hieroglyphical or piure writing appears at fome time to have
been univerfal, and the difficulty of conceiving the gradation
from this to alphabetical is fo great, as to have induced Hartley,
one of the moft acute of all philofophical writers, to have re-
courfe to miraculous interpofition as the only adequate folution.
In reality no problem can be imagined morc operofe, than that
of decompofing the founds of words into four and twenty fimple
elements or letters, and again finding thefe clements in all other
words. When we have examined the fubje& a little more clofe-
ly, and perceived the fteps by which this labour was accom-
plithed, perhaps the immenfity of the labour will rather gain
upon us, as he that fhall have counted a million of units, wili
have a vafter idea upon the fubject, than he that only confiders
them in the grofs,

In China hieroglyphical writing has never been fuperfeded by
(1 alpha-
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alphabetical, and this from the very nature of their hinguage,

A== which is confiderably monofyllabic, the fume found being made

to fignify a great variety of objects, by meahs of certain thadings
of tone too delicate for any alphabet to be able to reprefent,
They have however two kinds of writing, one for the learned,
and another for the vulgar. The learned adhere clofely to their
hicroglyphical writing, reprefenting every word by its corre-
fponding pidure ; but the vulgar are frequent in their deviations
from it, '

Hieroglyphical writing and {peech may indeed be confidered
in the firft inftance as two languages, running parallel to each
other, but with no neceffary conne&ion. The picture and the word
each of them reprefent the idea, onc.as kmmediately as the other.
But, though independent, they will become accidentally affociated;
the piCture at firft imperfectly, and afterwards more conftantly
fuggefting the idea of its correfpondent found. Itis in this man~
ner that the mercantile clafles of China began to corrupt, as it is
fyled, their hieroglyphical writing, They had a word fuppofe
of two fyllables to write. The charadter appropriate to that
word they were not acquainted with, or it failed .to fuggeft itfelf
10 their memory.  Each of the fvllables however was a diftingt
word in the language, and the characters belonging to them per-
fe@ly familiar,  The expedient that fuggefted itfelf was to write
thefe two characters with a mark fignifying their union, though
in reality the charadters bad hitherto been appropriated to ideas

B4 of
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of a different fort, wholly unconneted with that now intended
to be conveyed. Thus a fort of rebus or chararde was produced.
In other cafes the word, though monofyliabic, was capable of be-
ing divided into two founds, and the fame procefs was employed.
This is a firlt ftep towards alphabetical analyfis, Some word,
fuch as the interjection 0/ or the particle 4 is already a found
perfectly fimple, and thus furnithes a firft ftone to the edifice,
But, though thefe ideas may perhaps prefent us with a faint view
of the manner in which an alphabet was produced, yet the adval
production of a complete alphabet is perhaps of all human dif-
coveries, that which required the moft perfevering refleion, the
luckieft concurrence of circumftances, and the moft patient and
gradual progrefs,

Let us however fuppofe man to have gained the two firft
clements of knowledge, fpeaking and writing ; let us trace him
through all his fubfequent improvements, through whatever
conflitutes the incquality between Newton and the ploughman,
and indeed much more than this, fince the moft ignorant plough-
man in civilifed fociety is infinitely different from what he would
have been, when firipped of all the benefits he has derived from
literature and the arts. Let us furvey the earth covered with the
Iabours of man, houfes, inclofures, harvefts, manufaures, infliu-
ments, machines, together with all the wonders of painting,
poetry, eloquence and philofophy,

I‘I Sll\‘h
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Such was man in his original flate, and fuch is man as we a¢
prefent behold him,  Ts it peffible for us to contemplate what
he has already done, without being imprefled with a firong pre--
fentiment of the improvements he has yet to accomplith ? There
is no fcience that is not capable of additions ; there is no art
that may not be carried to a ftill higher perfetion. If this be
true of all other fciences, why not of morals? If this be true
of all other arts, why not of {focial inflitution? The very con-
ception of this as poflible, is in the higheft degree encouraging.
If we can ftill farther demonftrate it to bea part of the natural’
and regular progrefs of mind, our confidence and our hopes will
then be complete,  This is the temper with which we ought to,
engage in the ftudy of political truth. Let us look back, that
we may profit by the experience of mankind; but let us not
look back, as if the wifdom of our anccftors was fuch as te.
leave no room for future improvement,

CHAP,
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-OF THE OBJECTION TO THESE PRINCIPLES FROM
THE INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE,

PART L
OF MORAL AND PHYSICAL CAUSES.

THE QUESTION STATED.—PROVINCES OF SENSATION AND
RETLECTION,.—MORAL CAUSES FREQUENTLY MISTAKEN
FOR PHYSICAL.——SUPERIORITY OF THE FORMER EVIDENT
FROM THE VARIETIES OF HUMAN CHARACTER,——OPE-
RATION OF PHYSICAL CAUSES RARE~—TFERTILITY OF
REFLECTION.~—PHYSICAL CAUSES IN THE FIRST IN-
STANCE SUPERIOR, AFTERWARDS MORAL.—OBJECTION
FROM THE EFFECT OF BREED IN ANIMALS,—CONCLU-

S§ION.

HERE ave certain propofitions which may be confidered
indiffcrently, cither as corollaries flowing from the prin-
ciples alrcady eftablifhed, or as a fource of new arguments
againft the validity of thofe principles. In the firft vicw they
are cntitled to a clear and perfpicuous ftatement, and in the fo-

cond to a mature cxamination, For example :

He The
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The caufes which appear to operate upon the human mind
may be divided into two claffes ; perceptions, which are ren-
dered directly a fubjeét of reafoning, and regarded by the intel-
leét as inducements to ation; and perceptions, which aé indi-
reCly upon the mind, by rendering the animal frame gay, vi-
gorous and claftic, or on the contrary fluggith, morbid and
inative.  According to the fyftem already ecftablifhed, the
former of thefe are to be regarded as the whole, the latter being
fo comparatively inefficient and fubordinate as to ftand in the
eftimate as almoft nothing. To many reafoners however they
have by no means appeared of fo trivial importance, and it may
not be ufelefs to examine for a moment the ideas they have
formed, and the reafons which have induced them to afcribe
fo much to the meaneft branch of the human conftitution,

Impreflions upon our fenfes may a&t either as phyfical or
moral caufes, Indifpofition of the body operates upon the mind
principally in the firft of thefe ways, feeming without any
formal deliberation of the underftanding to incline us to diffa-
tisfaction and indolence. Corporal punifhment affefts us prin-
cipally in the latter maode, fince, though it dire@ly introduces a
painful ftate of the mind, it influences our condu, ounly as it

is refle@ted upon by the underftanding, and converted into a
movive of altion,

It may be a curious fpeculation to examine how fur thefe
5 clafles
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claffes are diftin@ from ecach other. It cannot be denied but
that fenfation is of fome moment in the affair. It poflefles the
initiative, It is that from which all the intellects with which
we are acquainted date their operations. Its firft effe® upon
mind does in the majority of cafes precede refleCtion and choice.
In fome cafes the impreflions upon our fenfes are forefeen by
us, and may confequently be refifted in the outfet. But it
would be a contradi@ion to affirm that they can always be fore-
feen. Forefight is itfelf the offspring of experience.

Meanwhile, though they can only in particular inftances be
forefeen, and of confequence completely foreftalled, yet much
of their effedt is in all cafes to be aferibed to deliberation and
choice. “1I fecl a painful fenfation, and I perfuade myfelf that
it is wifer to {ubmit, and thus cherifh and fecond its influence,
than to refit. I conceive myfclf unfortunate, opprefled by a
combination of unfavourable accidents, and am rendered by this
conception gloomy, difcontented and wretched. 1 fatisfy my-
fclf that my fituation is fuch as to render excrtion unreafon-
able, and believe that the attempt would produce nothing but

abortive and fruitlefs torture. I remain liftlefs, fluggith and
inaQive,”

How different would be the fum of my fituation, if I were
animated by fentiments of chearfulnefs, indpftry and courage?
It has been faid “that a rainy day has been known to convert a

nun
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man of valour into a coward.” How eafily would this external
difedvantage have been furmounted, if his mind had been more
full of the benefits to arife from his valour, if the rainy day
had been put in the balance with his wife and children, the moft
illuftrious rewards to be beftowed upon himfelf, and freedom
and felicity to be feeured to his country? “Indigeftion,” we are
told, * perhaps a fit of the tooth-ach, renders a man incapable of
ftrong thinking and fpirited cxertion,”” How long would thefe
be able to hold out againft a fudden and unexpeted piece of
intelligence of the moft delightful nature?

When operations of an injurious nature are infli¢ted on the
body, and are encountercd by the mind with unalterable firm-
nefs, what is the degree of pain which in fuch inftances is fuf-
fered ? Was the language of Anaxarchus merely a philofophical
rant, “ Beat on, tyrant! Thou mayeft deftroy the fhell of Anax-.
archus, but thou canft not touch Anaxarchus himfelf?”” How
much pain was really endured by Mutius Scevola and arche
bithop Cranmer, when cach fteadily held his hand to be
devoured by the flames? How much is endured by the favage
Indians, who fing in the midft of tortures, and farcaftically pro-
voke their tormentors to more ingenious barbarity 2

The truth that feems to refult from thefe confiderations is,
that indilpofition only becomes formidable in proportion as it
is feconded by the confent of the mind ; that our communi-

cation



PHYSICAL CAUSES $§
cation with the material univerfe is at the mercy of our choice; BOOX I.

* CHAP VIL
~and that the inability of the underflanding for intelledtual ex- ‘—e—v—’

ertion is principally an affair of moral confideration, exifting
only in the degree in which it is deliberately preferred..

)

% The hero of to-day,” we are told, « fhall by an indigeftion or Superioricyod
the tovmuer

a rainy atmofphere be converted into a coward to-morrow.” crident, from:

v thie var

Waving the confideration of how far this fact where it exifts-is in of

reality of a moral and intelletual nature, let us examine to what
degree a principle of this fort is the true index of human
altions. We have already eftablithed it as a fundamental, that
there are no innate ideas. Of confequence, if men were prin-
cipally governed by external circumftances fuch as that of at-
mofphere, their charatters and adions “would be much alike,
The fame weather, that made you a coward, would make me
fo too, and an army would be defeated by a fog. Perhaps
indeed this cataftrophe would be prevented by the impartiality
of the moifture, in proportion as the enemy advanced, which he:
neceflarily muft do, into the fame atmofjhere.

Every thing that checks the uniformity of this effed, and
permanently diftinguifhes the charadter of one man from that
of another, is to be traced to the affociation of ideas. But aff-
etation is of the nature of reafoning. The principal, the moft
numcrous and lafting of our affociations, are intellectual, not
accidental, built upon the refemblances and differences of things,

ot
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not upon the contingency of their occurring in any given time

or place. It is thus that one man appears courageous and an-

other cowardly, one mag vigorous and another dull, under the
fame or nearly the fame external circumftances,

In reality the atmofphere, inftead of confiderably affedting
the mafs of mankind, affe@s in an eminent degree only a finall
part of that mafs. The majority are cither above or below it;
are either too grofs to feel ftrongly thefe minute variations, or
too buly to be at leifure to attend to them. It is only a few,
whofe treatment has been tender enough to imbue them with
extreme delicacy, and whole faculties are not roufed by firong
and unintermitted incitements, who can be thus blindly direéted.
If it fhould be faid * that the weather indeed is too greata tiifle
to produce thefe confequences, but that there are pains and in-
terruptions which fcarcely any man can withftand ; it may be
anfwergd, that, thefe occur too feldom to be miftaken for the
efficient principles of human chara&er, that the fyftem which
determineg our proceedings rifes from a different fource, and
ordinarily returnqvhen the pain or interruption has fubfided,

.. 8
v

There can be no queftion more interefting than that which
we are now confidering. Upon our decifion in this cafe it
depends, whether thofe perfons at wifely who preferibe to
themfelves a certain difcipline and are anxious to enrich their
minds with fcience, or whether on the contrary it be better to

truft
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truft every thing to the mercy of cvents, Is it poffible that
we fhould not perceive from the very nature of the thing the
advantages which the wife man potTeﬁ'c‘f’s over the faolith one,
and that the points in which they refcmble will be as nothing
compared to thofe in which they differ? In thole particulurs
in which our conduét is direGed merely by external impreflions
we refemble the inferior animals; we differ from them in the
greater facility with which we arrange our fenfations, and com-
pare, prefer and judge.

Out of a fingle fenfation a great varicty of refleClions may
be generated.  Let the thing perecived be a material fubffance of
certain regular dimenfions. I perceive that it has an upper and
a lower {urface, I can th::rcforc conceive of it as divided. I can
conceive of the parts into which it is formed as moving towards
and from each other, and hence I acquire the ideas of diftance
and fpace. I can conceive of them™s firiking again® each other,
and hence I derive the notion of impenetrability, gravity and
momentum, the flownefs, rapidity and dire@ion of motion. Let
the fenfation be a pain in the head. I am led to reflect upon its
caufes, its feat, the flructure of the parts in which it refides, the
inconvenience it impofes, the confequences with which it may
be attended, the remedies that may be applied and their eficds,
whether external or internal, material or intclle@ual, . .

It is true that the infant and inexperienced mind cannot thus
analyfe and conjure up differtations of philofophy out of its moft

I trivial
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trivial fenfations, Such a capacity infers a long feries of pre-
ceding impreffions,  Mind is in its infancy nearly what thefe
philofophers defcribe, the creature of contingencies.. But the far-
ther it advances, the more it individualifes. Each man has habits
and prejudices that are properly his own. He. lives in a little
univerfe of his own creating, or he communicates with the om-
niprefent and cternal volume of truth.  With thefe-he compares.
the {ucceflive perceptions of his mind, and upon thefe depend the
conclufions he draws and the conduct he. obferves.. Hence it in-
cvitably follows,, that phyfical caufes, though of fome confe~
quence in the hiftory of man, fink inte nothing, when compared.
with the great and inexpreflible operations of refleCtion.. They
are the prejudices we conceive or the judgments we form, our
apprehenfions of truth and faltheod, that conftitute the true bafis
of diftinGion between man and man. The difference between:
favage and favage indeed, in the firft generation of the human
fpecies and in perfe& {folitude, can anly be afcribed to the dif-
ferent impreffions: made upon their fenfes.. But this difference
would be almoft impereeptible. Tlie ideas- of wildom and folly
would never have entered the human mind, if men, like beafts,
derived. neither good nox evil from the refletions and difcoverics
of their companions and anceftors.

Hence we are furnifhed with an anfwer to the analogical ar-
gument from the confiderable effe@ts that phyfical caufes appear
to produce upon brutes. *“ Breed for example appears to be of
unqueftionable importance to the charadter and qualifications of

6 horfes
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horles and dogs; why fhould we not fuppofe this or certain
other brute and occult caufes to be equally efficacious in the cafe
of men? How comes it that the races of animals perhaps never

degenerate, if carefully cultivated; at the fame time that we have
no fecurity againft the wifeft philofopher’s begetting a dunce?”

T anfwer, that the exiftence of phyfical caufes cannot be con-
troverted. In the cafe of man their efficacy is fwallowed up in
the fuperior importance of refletion and fcience. In animals
on the contrary they are left almoft alone. If a race of negroes
were taken, and maintained each man from his infancy, except
fo far as was neceflary for the propagation of the fpecies, in fo-
litude; or even if they were excluded from an acquaintance with
the improvements and imaginations of their anceftors, though
permitted the fociety of each other, the operation of breed might
perhaps be rendered as confpicuous among them, as in the dif-
ferent claffes of horfes and dogs. But the ideas they would other-
wife reccive from their parents and civilifed or half-civilifed neigh-
bours would be innumerable: and, if the precautions above men-
tioned were unobferved, all parallel between the two cafes would
ceafe,

Buch is the chara®er of man confidered a5 an individual. He
is operated upon by exterior caufes immediately, producing cer-
tain effc@s upon him independently of the exercife of reafon ;
and he is operated upon by exterior caules mediately, their im-
preflions furnifhing him with materials for refleCtion, and al-
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fuming the form of matives to a&t or to refrain from adling.
But the latter of thefe, at leaft fo far as relates to man in a
civililed ftate, may ftand for the whole.  He that would change
the charadter of the individual, would miferably mifapply his ef-
forts, if he principally fought to effect this purpofe by the opera~
tions of heat and cold, drynefs and moifture upon the animal
frame, ‘The true inftruments of moral influence, are defire and
averfion, punithment and reward, the exhibition of generd
truth, and the development of thole punithments and rewards,
which wiflom and error by the very nature of the thing cone
flantly bring along with them.

P ART IL !
OF NATIONAL CHARACTERS,

€IFARACTER OF THE PRIESTHOOD,~ALL NATIONS CAPABLE
OF LIBERTY.—THE ASSERTION ILLUSTRATED.—EXPERI~
ENCE FAVOURS THESE REASONINGS.—MEANS OF INTRO~
DUCING LIBERTY.

S is the character of the individual, fo may we expeé to find
it with nations and great bodies of men. The operations
of law and political inftitution will be important and interefting,
the operations of climate trifling and unworthy of notice. Thus
there are particular profeffions, fuch as that of the priefthood,
which muft always operate to the production of a particular

character. .
Pricfts
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Priefts are upon all occafions accuftomed to have their opinions
liftened to with implicit defercnce; they will therefore be im-
perious, dogmatical and impatient of oppofition.  Their fuccefs
with mankind depends upon the opinion of their fuperior inno-
cence ; they will therefore be particularly anxious about appear-
ances, their deportment will be grave and their manners formal,
The frank and ingenuous fallics of mind they will be obliged to
fupprefs ; the crrors and irregularities into which they may be
drawn  they will be ftudious to conceal. They are obliged at fet
intervals to affuime the cxterior of an ardent devotion; but it is
impoflible that this fhould at all times be free from occafional
coldnefs and diftra&ion. Thcir importance is conncdled with
their real or fuppofed mental fuperiority over the reft of mankind ;
they mult therefore be patrons of prejudice and implicit faith,
Their profperity depends upon the reception of particular opinions
in the world ; they muft therefore be cnemics to freedom of en-
quiry ; they muft have a bias upon their minds imprefled by
fomething different from the force of evidence. Particular merd!
caufes may in fome inflances limi, ‘pcrhaps forerfede the ine
fluence of general ones, and render fome men fupericor to the
character of their prefefiion ; but, exclufively of fuch cxecptions,
pricfts of all rcligions, of all climates and of all ages wil! huve a
friking fimilarity of manners and difpofition. In the fame man-
ner we may refl aflured that free men in whatever country will
be firm, vigorous and fpirited in proportion to their frecdom, and
that valldls and flaves will be ignorant, fervile and unprin-
cipled.
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The truth of this axiom has indeed been pretty univedully
admitted; but it has been affirmed to be * impoffible to cftablifh a
free government in certain warm and cffeminate climates,” To
enable us to judge of the reafonablencfs of this affirmation, let
us confider what procefs would be ncceffary in order to intro-
duce a free government into any country.

The anfwer to this queftion is to be found in the anfiver to
that other, whether freedom have any real and folid advan-
tages over flavery 2 If it have, then our mode of proceeding re«
jpefting it-ought to be exadtly parallel to that we fhould em-
ploy in recommending any other benefit. If I would perfuade
4 man to accept a great cftate, fuppofing that pofleffion to be a
real advantage; if I would induce him to fele€t for his com-
panion a beautifu! and accomplithed woman, or for his friend
a wife, a brave and difinterefled man ; if | would perfuade him
1o prefer eafe to pain, and gratification to torture, what more is
neceflary, than that I fhould inform his underftanding, and make
him fee thefe things in their true and genuine colours? Should
I find it neceffary to enquire firft of what climate he was a
native, and whether that were favourable to the poffeflion of
a great eftate, a fine woman, or a generous friend ?

‘The advantages of liberty over flavery are not lefs real, though
unfortunately they are lefs palpable, than in the cafes juft enu-
merated. Every man has a confufed fenfe of thefe advantages,
but he has been taught to belicve that men would tear each
other to picces, if they had not priefts to dire&t their con-

fciences,
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feiences, and lords to confult for their fubfiftence, and kings to
fieer them in fafety through the inexplicable dangers of the po- *
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litical ocean. But whether they be mifled by thefe or other pre- *

judices, whatever be the fancied terror that induces them quictly
to fubmit to have their hands bound behind them, and the
fcourge vibrated over their heads, all thefe arc queftions of rea-

fon.. Truth may be prefented to. them in fuch irrefiftible evi

dence, perhaps by fuch juft degrees familiarifed to their ap.
prehenfion, as ultimately to conquer the moft obftinate pre-

poffeflions.. Let the prefs find its way into Perfia or Indoftan,.
let the political truths difeovered by the beft of the European.

fages. be transfufed into their language, and it is impoflible that
a few folitary converts fhould not be made. Itis the property
of truth to fpread’; and, exclufively of great national convul-
fions, its advocates. in each. fucceeding age- will be fomewhat
more numerous than in that which went before, The caufes,
which fufpend its progrefs, arife, not from climate, but from the
watchful and. intolerant jealoufy of defpotic fovereigns..

Let us fuppofe then that the majority of a nation by how-
ever flow a progrefs are-convinced of the defirablenefs, or, which
amounts to the fume, the pradlicability of freedom. The fup-
pofition would be parallel, if we were to imagine ten thoufand
men of found intellect, fhut up in a madhoufe, and fuperintended.
by a fet of three or four keepers,  Hitherto they have been pers
fuaded, for what ablurdity has been too great: fox human, intclled
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to cntertain? that they were deftitute of reafon, and that the
fuperintendence under which they were placed was neceflary
for their prefervation, They have therefore fubmitted to whips
and ftraw and bread and water, and perhaps imagined this ty-
ranny to be a blefing.  DBut a fuipicion is at length by fome
means propagatcd among them, that all they have hitherto ene
dured has been an impofition,  The fufpicion {preads, they re-
fle@t, they reafon, the idea’is communicated from one to another
through the chinks of theiv cells, and at certain times when the
vigilance of thei® keepers has not precluded them from the plea-
fures of mutual fociety. It becomes the clear perception, the fets

tled perfuafion of the majority of the perfons confined.

What will be the confequence of this opinicn? Wil the in-
fluence of climate prevent them from cmbracing the obvious
means of their happinefs? Is there any human underflanding
that will not perccive a truth like this, when forcibly and re-
peatedly prefented ? Is there a mind that will conceive no in-
dignation at {o horzible a tyranny ?  In reality the chains fall off
of themfelves, when the magic of opinion is diffolved. When a
great majority of any fociety are perfuaded to fecure any benefit
to themfelves, there is no need of tumult or violence to effe@ it.
The effort would be to refift reafon, not to obey it.  The pri-
foners are colleted in their common hall, and the keepers in-
form them that it is time to return to their cells, They have
no longer the power to obey. They look at the impotence of

their



CHARACTERS

their lte maflers, and finile at their prefumption, They quidy
leave the manfion where they were hitherto immured, ad pac-
take of the bleflings of light and air like other men,

BOOK.

65

Y.

CHAP.VIL.
("

Let us compare this theory with the hiftory of mankind,  If Epericne

the theory be true, we may expe@ to find the inhabitants of
neighbouring provinces in different ftates, widcly difcriminated
by the influence of government, and little affimilated by refem-
blance of climate. Thus the Gafcons are the gayclt people
in all France; but the moment we pafs the Pyrences, we
find the ferious and faturnine charadler of the Spaniard.  Thus
the Athenians were lively, penetrating and ingenious, but the
Thebans unpolifhed, phlegmatic and dull.—It would be reafon-
able to expedt that different races of men, intermixed with cacli
other, but differently governed, would afford a firong and vifible
contralt, Thus the Turks are brave, open and fincere, but the
modern Grecks mean, cowardly and deceitful.—Wandering tribes
clofely connected among themfclves, and having litle fympathy
with the people with whom they refide, may be expected to have
great fimilarity of manners. Their fituation renders them cone
{picuous, the faults of individuals reflet difhonour upon the wholc,
and their manners will be particularly fober and veputable, unlefs
they fhould happen to labour under fo peculiar an odium as to
render all endeavour after reputation fruitlefs. ‘Thus the Armeni-
ans in the Eaft are as univerfally diftinguithed among the nations
with whom they refide, as the fews in Europe; but the Arme-
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nians are as much noted for probity, asthe Jews for extortion,——
What refemblance is there between the ancient and the modern
Grecks, between the old Romans and the prefent inhabitants of
Italy, between the Gauls and the French?  Diodorus Siculus de-
fcribes the Gauls as particularly given to taciturnity, and Ariftotle
affirms that they are the only warlike nation who are negligent
of women.

If on the contrary climate were principally concerned in form~
ing the charalters of nations, we might expeét to find heat and
cold producing an extraordinary effe® upon men, as they do
upon plants and inferior animals, But the reverfe of this ap-
pears to be the fa&. Is it fuppofed that the neighbourhood of
the fun renders men gay, fantaftic and ingenious? While the
French, the Greeks and the Perfians have been remarkable for
their gaiety, the Spaniards, the Turks and the Chinefe are not
lefs diftinguifhed by the ferioufnefs of their deportment. It was
the opinion of the ancients that the northern nations were in-
capable of civilifation and improvement; but the moderns have
found that the Englith are not inferior in literary eminence to
any nation in the world. Is it afferted, that the northern na-
tions are more hardy and courageous, and that conqueft has
ufually travelled from that to the oppofite quarter? It would
have been truer to fay that conqueft is ufuaily made by poverty
upon plenty. The Turks, who from the deferts of Tartary in-
vaded the fertile provinces of the Roman cmpire, met the Sara-

s
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cens half way, who were advancing with fimilar views from the
no lefs dreary defcrts of Arabia, In their extreme perhaps heat
and cold may determine the characters of nations, of the negrocs
for example on one fide and the Laplanders on the other, Not
but that in this very inftance much may be afcribed to the
wretchednefs of a fterile climate on the one hand, and to the in-
dolence confequent upon a fpontaneous fertility on the other.
As to what is more than this, the remedy has not yet been dif-
covered. Phyfical caufes have already appeared to be powerful,
till moxal ones can be brought into operation.

Has it been alledged that carnivorous nations arc endowed
with the greateft courage? The Swedes, whofe nutriment is
meagre and {paring, have ranked with the moft diftinguifhed
modern nations in the operations of war.

It is ufually faid, that northern nations are moft addicted to
wine, and fouthern to women. Admitting this obfervation in its
full force, it would only prove that climate may operate upon

the groffer particles of our frame, not that it influences thofe
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finer organs upon which the operations of intellect depend.  But -

the truth of the firlt of thefe remarks may well be doubted, The
Grecks appear to have been fufficiently addicted to the pleafures
of the bottle.  Among the Perfians no charalter was more co-
veted than that of a hard drinker. It is eafy to obtain any thing
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of the negrocs, even their wives and children, in exchange for
liquor.

As to women the circumftance may be accounted for from
moral caufes, The heat of the climate obliges both fexes to go
half naked. The animal arrives fooner at maturity in hot coun-
tries. And both thefe circumftances produce vigilance and jea-
loufy, caufes which inevitably tend to inflame the paffions *.

The refult of thefe reafonings is of the utmoft importance to
him who fpeculates upon principles of government. It is of little
confequence what difcoveries may be made in moral and political
fcience, if, when we have afcertained moft accurately what are
the intelleCtual requifites that lead to wifdom and virtue, a blind
and capricious principle is to intrude itfelf, and taint all our con-
clufions, Accordingly there have been writers on the fubje@. of
government, who, admitting, and even occafionally declaiming
with enthufiafm upon the advantages of liberty and the equal
claims of mankind to every focial bemefit, have yet concluded
that the corruptions of defpotifm and the ufurpations of arifto-
cracy were congenial to certain ages and divifions of the world,
and under proper limitations entitled to our approbation.

* The mwjority of inflances in the three preceding pages are taken from
Hume’s Effay on National Charallers, where this {ubject is treated with much
ability.  Edays, Vol Iy Taicl, Effay xxi,

But
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againft a moment’s ferious refle¢tion, Can there be any ftate of ‘e

mankind that renders them incapable of the exercife of reafon?
Can there be a period in which it is neceffary to hold the human
fpecies in a condition of pupillage? If there be, it feems but
reafonable that their fuperintendents and guardians, as in the cafe
of infants of another fort, thould provide for the means of their
fubfiftence without calling upon them for the exertions of manual
induftry. Wherever men arc competent to look the firft dutics
of humanity in the face, and to provide for their defence againft
the invafions of hunger and the inclemencies of the fky, there
they will out of all doubt be found equally capable of every other
excrtion that may be neceflary to their fecurity and welfare.
Prefent to them a conftitution which fhall put them into a {imple
and intelligible method of direCing their own affairs, adjudg-
ing their contefts among themfelves, and cherithing in their
bofoms a manly fenfe of dignity, equality and independence,
and you need not doubt that profperity and virtue will be the

refult.

The real encmies of liberty in any country are not the peo-
ple, but thofe higher orders who profit by a contrary fyftem.
Infufc juft views of fociety into a certain number of the liberally
educated and refleCting members ;5 give to the people guides and
inftrudtors ; and the bufinefs is done. This however is not to
be accomplifhed but in a gradual manner, as will more fully
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Lfim}“‘“ appear in the fequel. 'The error lies, not in tolerating the worft

L—e~— forms of government for a time, but in fuppofing a change im«

practicable, and not incellantly looking forward to its accoms
plithment.
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OF THE OBJECTION TO THESE PRINCIPLES FROM
THE INFLUENCE OF LUXURY.

THE OBJECTION STATED,~—SOURCE OF THIS OBJECTION,—
REFUTED FROM MUTABILITY~~FROM MORTALITY~—~FROM
SYMPATHY—FROM THE NATURE OF TRUTH,—~—THE PRO-
BABILITY OF PERSEVERANCE CONSIDERED:.

HERE is another propofition refative to the fubject,

which is lefs to be confidered as am affertion diftinét in
itfelf, than as a particular branch of that which has juft been
difcuffed ; I mean the propofition which affirms, “ that nations like
individuals are fubject to the phenomena of youth and old age,
and that, when a people by luxury and depravation of manners
have funk into decrepitude, it is not in the power of legiflation

to reftore them to vigour and innocence.”

"This idea has partly been founded upon the remantic notions
of paftoral lifc and the golden age. Innocence is not virtue,
Virtue demands the active employment of an ardent mind in
the promotion of the general good.  No man can be eminently
virtuous, who is not accuomed to an exteafive range of reflee-

tion. Hec muft fec all the benefits to arife from a difintercfled
proceed-
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proceeding, and muft underftand the proper method of producing
thofe benefits. Ignorance, the flothful habits and limited views
of uncultivated life have vot in them more of true virtue, thougl
they may be more harmlefs, than luxury, vanity and extrava-
gance, Individuals of. exquifite fecling, whofe difguft has been
excited by the hardened felfifhnefs or the unblufhing corruption
which have prevailed in their own times, have recurred in
imagination to the forefts of Norway or the bleak and uncom-
fortable Highlands of Scotland in fearch of a purer race of man-
kind. This imagination has been the offspring of difappoint=
ment, not the dictate of reafon and philofophy,

It may be true, that ignorance is ncarer than prejudice to the
reception of wifdom, and that the abfence of virtue is a con-
dition more hopeful than the prefence of its oppofite. In this
cafe it would have been jufler to compare a nation funk in
luxury, to an individual with confirmed habits of wrong, than
to an individual whom a debilitated conftitution was bringing
faft to the grave. But ncither would that comparifon have
been fair and equitable.

The condition of nations is morc fluGuating, and will be
found lefs obftinate in its refiftance to a confiftent endeavour for
their improvement, than that of individuals. In nations fome
of their members will be lefs confirmed in crror than others.
A certain number will be only in a very fmall degree indifpofed

to

tl

It
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10 liften to the voice of truth, This number will perpetually
increafe,  Every new convert will be the means of converting
others.  In proportion as the body of difciplesis augmented, the
modes of attack upon the prejudices of others will be varied, and
fuited to the varicty of men’s tempers and prepofleflions.

Add to this that generations of men are perpetually going off
the ftage, while other generations fuccced. The next gene-
ration will not have fo many prejudices to fubduc. Suppofe a
defpotic mation by fome revolution in its affairs to become pof-
fefled of a frec conftitution. The children of the prefent race
will be bred in more firm and independent habits of thinking ;
the fupplencfs, the timidity and the vicious dexterity of their
fathers will give place to an ere@ mien, and a clear and decifive
judgment. The partial and imperfect change of charaer which
was introduced at firft, will in the fucceeding age become more
unalloyed and complete.

Laftly, the power of focial inftitutions changing the character
of nations is very different from and infinitely greater than any
power which can ordinarily be brought to bear upon a folitary
individual.  Large bodies of men, when once they have been en-
lightened and perfuaded, a& with more vigour than folitary in-
dividuals. They animate the mutual exertions of cach other,
and the united forces of example and fhame urge them to per-
feverance,  The cafe is not of that cuftomary fort where the
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power of reafon only is tried in curing any perfon of his errors;
but is as if he fhould be placed in an entirely new fituation,
His habits are broken through, and his motives of aion
changed. Inftead of being perpetually recalled to vicious prac-
tices by the recurrence of his former conne@ions, the whole
fociety receives an impulfe from the fame caufe that als upon
any individual. New ideas are fuggefted, and the furprife of
novelty confpires with the approbation of truth to prevent men
from falling back into imbecility and languor.

The queftion may in reality be reduced to an enquiry, whe-
ther the human underftanding can be made the recipient of
truth, whether it be poffible for an effort fo firenuous to exift
as to make men aware of their true interefts, For let this be
granted, and the confequence is inevitable. It has already fuf-
ficiently appeared, that whatever is politically right or politically
wrong, mulft be in all cafes of no trivial confequence to the wel-
fare of mankind, Monarchy for example will by all men be
acknowledged to be attended with many difadvantages. It acts
upon infufficient and partial information, it generates intrigue,
corruption, adulation and fervility, If it could be proved, that
it produced no advantages in equal proportion, and that its
abolition would not lead to mifchief, anarchy and diforder, is
there a nation upon the face of the earth to whom thefe propofi-
tions were rendered palpable, that would endure to fubmit to it?
Is there a nation upon the face of the earth, that would fubmit

7 to



OF LUXURY.
to the impofitions of its adminifiration, the wars it occafions,
and the lavifh revenues by which it is maintained, if they knew

it to be merely an excrefcence and a difeafe in the order of
fociety-}

But it has been farther alledged, that, even fhould a luxurious
nation be prompted by intolerable grievances and notorious
ufurpation to affert the juft principles of human fociety, they
would be unable to perpetuate them, and would foon be led
back by their evil habits to their former vices and corruption :
that is, they would be capable of the heroic energy that fhould
expel the ufurper, but not of the moderate refolution that thould
prevent his return, They would roufe themfelves fo far from
their lethargy as to affume a new charatter and enter into dif-
ferent views ; but, after having for fome time acted upon their
convitions, they would fuddenly become incapable of under-

ftanding the truth of their principles and feeling their influence.

Men always act upon their apprehenfions of preferablencts.
There arc few errors of which they are guilty, which may not
be refolved into a narrow and inadequate view of the alternative
prefented for their choice.  Prefent pleafure may appear more
certain and eligible than diftant good. But they never choofe evil
as apprchended to be evil. Wherever a clear and unanfiverable
notion of any fubjedt is prefented to their view, a correfpondent
aflion or courfe of alions inevitably follows, Having thus gained
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- 96 OF THE INFLUENCE OF LUXURY,
SOOK 1.~ one ftep in the acquifition of truth, it cannot eafily be conceived
‘=" of ag loft. A body of men, having detected the injurious con=

fequences of an evil under which they have long laboured, and
having fhaken it off, will fcarcely voluntarily reftore the mifchief
they have annihilated. Nothing can reconcile them to the re-
vival of falthood, which does not obliterate their prefent con-
viction of truth,

AN
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PRINCIPLES OF SOCIETY.

CHAP L

INTRODUCTION.

NATURE OF THE ENQUIRY—MODE OF PURSUING IT.—DIS-
TINCTION BETWEEN SOCIETY AND GOVERNMENT.

R. Locke begins his celebrated Treatife of Government pooK 11,

. . . CHAP. I.
with a refutation of the patriarchal fcheme of fir Robert
Naturc of the

Filmer § and, having thus cleared his ground, proceeds to obferve, enquiry.
that “ he, that will not give juft occafion to think that all go-
vernment in the world is the product only of force and violence,
and that men live together by no other rules but that of beafts,

muft
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muft of neceflity find out anether rife of government, and
another original of political power*,” Accordingly he proceeds
through the greater part of his treatife to reafon abftratedly
upon the probable hiftory of the early ages of mankind, and
concludes that no legitimate government could be built upon
any other foundation than that of an original contract,

It is to be fufpected that this great man, friend as he was to
the liberty and the interefts of mankind, intrepid and fagacious
in his fearch after truth, has been guilty of an overfight in the
firft ftep of the inveftigation,

There are two modes, according to which we may enquire
into the origin of fociety and government, We may either
examine them hiftorically, that is, confider in what manner they
have or ought to have begun, as Mr. Locke has done; or we
may examine them philofophically, that is, confider the moral
principles upon which they depend. The firlt of thefe fubjects

is not wittiolit its ufe; but the fecond is of a higher order and

more effential importance.  The firft is a queltion of form ; the
fccond of fubftance. It would be of trivial confequence practi-
cally confidered, from what fource any form of focicty flowed,
and by what mode its principles were fanctioned, could we be
always ecure of their conformity to the dictates of truth and
Jullice,

* Book IL Chep. & § 1.
|53

[
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It is farther neceffary before we enter upon the fubjec care-
fully to diftinguifh between fociety and government, Men afe
fociated at firft for the fake of mutual afiftance.  They did niot
forefee that any refiraint would be neceffary, to regulate the con-
duct of individual members of the fociety, towards cach otlicr,
or towards the whole, The neceffity of reftraint grew out of the
errors and perverfenefs of a few. An acute writer has exprefled
this idea with peculiar felicicy, ¢ Society and government,” fays
he, * are different in themfelves, and have different origins.

Society is produced by our wants, and government by our wick-.

ednefs. Society is in every ftate a blefling ; government even
in its beft ftate but a neceffary evil #.”

* Common Senfe, p. 1,
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OF JUSTICE.

CONNECTION OF POLITICS AND MORALS.~—EXTENT AND
MEANING OF JUSTICE~—~SUBJECT OF JUSTICE: MAN-
RKIND,—~ITS DISTRIBUTION MEASURED BY THE CAPACITY
OF ITS "SUBJECT—-BY HIS USEFULNESS.—FAMILY AFFEC~
TION CONSIDERED.~GRATITUDE CONSIDERED.—OBJEC~
TIONS : FROM IGNORANCE—FROM UTILITY.—AN EX-
CEPTION STATED.—DEGREES OF JUSTICE.~—APPLICA-
TION.—IDEA OF POLITICAL JUSTICE,

ggg’; i ROM what has been faid it appears, that the fubject of
by rnd the prefent enquiry is firictly fpeaking a department of

of politicsind ¢he feience of morals. Morality is the fource from which its
fundamental axioms muft be drawn, and they will be made
fomewhat clearer in the prefent inftance, if we affume the term
juftice as a general appellation for all moral duty.

Extent and That this appellation is fufficiently expreflive of the fubject
ngal:ré% g will appear, if we confider for a moment mercy, gratitude, tem-
perance, or any of thofe duties which in loofer {pcaking are con-
tradiftinguithed from juftice. Why fhould I pardon this criminal,

2 remunerate
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remuncrate this favour, abftain from this indulyence? If i
partake of the nature of morality, it muft be either right or
wrong, juft or unjuft. It muft tend to the benefit of the in-
dividual, either without intrenching upon, or with aQual advan-
tage to the mafs of individuals, Either way it benefits the whole,
becaufe individuals are parts of the whole. Therefore to do it
is jult, and to forbear it is unjuft. If juftice have any meaning,
it is juft that I fhould contribute every thing in my power to the
benefit of the whole,

Confiderable light will probably be thrown upon our invefti-
gation, if, quitting for the prefent the political view, we examine
Juftice merely as it exifts among individuals.  Juftice is a rule of
conduct originating in the connelion of one percipient being
with another. A comprehenfive maxim which has been lhid
down upon the fubject is, “ that we thould love our neighbour
as ourfelves.,” But this maxim, though pofleffing confiderable
merit as a popular principle, is not modelled with the firictnefs
of philofophical accuracy.

Ta a logfe and general view 1 and my neighbour are both of
us men ; and of confequence cntitled to equal attention. But in
reality it is probable that onc of usis a being of more worth
and importance than the other. A man is of morc worth than
a beaft ; becaufe, being poflefled of higher facultics, he is capable
of a more refined and genuine happinefs.  In the fame manner
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{‘»ﬁ% i the illuftrious archbifhop of Cambray was of more worth than:
S his chambermaid, and there are few of us that would hefitate:
to pronounce, if his palace were in flames, and the Life of only
one of them could be preferved, which of the two ought to be:

preferved..

by his ufclul-

nels,

But there is anothier ground of preference, befide the private
confideration of onc of them being farther removed from the
ftate of a mere animal,  We are not conneed with one or two
percipient beings, but with a fociety, a nation, and in fome
fenfe with the whole family of mankind, Of confequence that
life ought to be preferred which will be moft conducive to the
general good. In faving the life of Fenelon, fuppofe at the mo-
ment when he was conceiving the projed of his immortal Te-
lemachus, I fhould be promoting the benefit of thoufands, who
have been cured by the perufal of it of fome error, vice and con~
fequent unhappinefs. Nay, my benefit would extend farther
than this,. for every individual thus cured has become. a. better
member of fociety, and has contributed in his turn to the hape
pinefs, the information and improvement of others.

Suppofing I had been myfelf the chambermaid, I ought ta
have chofen to die, rather than that Fenelon fhould have died,
The life of Fenelon was really preferable to that of the chamber-
matd. But underftanding is the faculty that perceives the truth
of this and fimilar propofitions; and juftice is the principle that

1 regulates
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regulates my condu@ accordingly. It would have been juft in
the chambermaid to have preferred the archbifhop to herfelf.
To have done otherwifc would have been a breach of juftice,

Suppofing thc; chambermaid had been my wife; my mcther
or my benefactor, This would not alter the truth of the pro-
pofition, The life of Fenclon would ftill be more valuable than
that of the chambermaid ; and juftice, pure, unadulterated juflice,
would fiill have preferred that which was moft valuable, Juftice
would have taught me to fave the life of Fenclon at the expence
of the other. What magic is there in the pronoun “ my,” to
overturn the decifions of everlafting truth? My wife or my
mother may be a fool or a proftitute, malicious, lying or dithoncft,
I{ they be, of what confequence is it that they are minc?

“ But my mother endured for me the pains of child bearing,
and nourifhed me in the helplefinefs of infancy.” When fhe firft
{ubjected herfelf to the neceflity of thefe cares, fhe was probably
influenced by no particular motives of benevolence to her future
offspring. Every voluntary benefit however entitles the beflower
to fome kindnefs and retribution. But why fo? Becaufe a
voluntary benefit is an evidence of benevolent intention, that is,
of virtue, It is the difpofition of the mind, not the external
action, that entitles to refpe&.  But the merit of this difpofition
is equal, whether the benefit was conferred upen me or upon
another, I and another man cannot both be right in preferring
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our own todividual benefactor, for no man can be at the {ame

S time both better and worfe than his neighbour, My benefaltor

Ob;2ions s

from igznoe
ANCE

ought to be cfteemed, not becaufe he beftowed a benefit npon
me, but becaufe he beftowed it upon a human being, His de-
fert will be in exadt proportion to the degree, in which that
human being was worthy of the diftin&ion conferred. Thus
every view of the fubjec brings us back to the confideration of my
neighbour’s moral worth and his importance to the general weal,
as the only fandard to determine the treatment to which he is.
entitled, Gratitude therefore, a principle which has o often been.
the theme of the moralift and the poet, is no part either of juftice
or virtue. By gratitude I underftand a fentiment, which would.
lead me to prefer- one man to another, from fome other con~
fideration than that of his fupetior ufefulnefs or worth: that s,
which would make fomething true to me (for example this pre-
ferablenefs), which cannot be true to another man, and is not

true in itfelf *,

Tt may be objeCted, * that my relation, my companion, or my
benefaor will of courfe in many inftances obtain an uncommon
portion of my regard : for, not being univerfally capable of dif-
criminating the comparative worth of different men, I fhall in-
evitably judge moft favourably of him, of whofe virtues I have
reccived the moft unqueftionable proofs; and thus fhall be com~

« This argument refpecting gratitude is flated with great clcarnefs it an Effay
on the Nature of True Virtue, by the Rev. Jonathan Edwards. 1zmo. Dilly.

6 pelled
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pelled to prefer the man of moral wagth whom I know, to

another who may poffefs, unknown to me, an effential fupe-
spority.”

This compulfion however is founded only in the prefent im-
perfetion of human nature. It may ferve as an apology for
my error, but can never turn error into truth. It will always
remain contrary to the firi& and inflexible decifions of juftice,
The difficulty of conceiving this is owing merely to our con-
founding the difpofition from which an altion is chofen, with
the altion itfelf. The difpofition, that would prefer virtue to
vice and a greater degree of virtue to a lcfs, is undoubtedly a
fubjet of approbation ; the erroneous exercife of this difpofition
by which a wrong objett is feleCted, if unavoidable, is to be de-
plored, but can by no colouring and under no denomination he

converted into right ¥,

It may in the fecond place be objected, “ that a mutual
commerce of benefits tends to increafe the mafs of benevolent
a&ion, and that to increafe the mafs of benevolent action is
contribute to the general good.”  Indeed! Is the general good
promoted by falthood, by treating a man of oue degree of worth,
as if he had ten times that worth? or as if he were in any de-
gree different from what he really is?  Would not the mo

benelicial confequences refult from a different plan; frem my

* See this fubject mere copioufly treated in the following chapter.
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conflantly and carcfully enquiring into the deferts of all thofe
with whom I am conneéted, and from their being fure, after a
certain allowance for the fallibility of human judgment, of being
treated by me exallly as they deferved? Who can tell what
would be the effeds of fuch a plan of condud univerfully

adopted ?

There feems to be more truth in the argument, derived chiefly
from the unequal diftribution of property, in favour of my pro-
viding in ordinary cafes for my wife -and childven, my brothers
and relations, before I provide for ftrangers. As long as pro-
viding for individuals belongs to individuals, it feems as if there
muft be a certain diftribution of the clafs needing {uperintendence
and fupply among the clafs affording it, that each man may
have his claim and refource. But this argument, if admitted at
all, is to be admitted with great caution. It belongs only to or-
dinary cafes; and cafes of a higher order or a more urgent
neceflity will perpetually occur, in competition with which thefe
will be altogether impotent. ' We muft be feverely fcrupulous in
meafuring out the quantity of fupply; and, with refpect to
money in particular, muft remember how little is yet underftood

of the true mode of employing it for the public benefit,

Iavine confidered the perfons with whom juftice is conver-
fant, let us next cnquire into the degree in which we are obliged
to contult the good of others,  And here I fay, that it is juit

that
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that I fhould do all the good in my power. Docs any perfon
in difirefs apply to me for relicf? It is my duty to grant it,
and I commit a breach of duty in refufing., If this principle he
not of univerful application, it is becaufe, in conferring a benefit
upon an individual, I may in fome inftances inflict an injury
of fuperior magnitude upon myfelf or fociety. Now the fame
juftice, that binds me to any individual of my fellow men, binds
me to the whole, If, while I confer a benelit upon one man, it
appeat, in ftriking an equitable balance, that I am injuring the
whole, my a&tion ceafes to be right and becomes abfolutely
wrong. But how much am I bound to do for the general weal,
that is, for the benefit of the individuals of whom the whole is
compofed? Every thing in my power. What to the negle& of
the means of my own exiftence > No; for I am myfelf a part
of the whole. Befide, it will rarely happen but that the pro-
ject of doing for others every thing in my power, will demand
for its execution the prefervation of my own exiftence; or in
othier words, it will rarely happen but that I can do more gocd
in twenty years than in one. If the extraordinary cafe fhould
occur in which I can promote the gencral good by my death,
more than by my life, juftice requircs that I fhould be content
to die. In all other cafes, it is juft that I fhould be careful to
maintain my body and my mind in the utmoft vigour, and in

the beft condition for fervice *.

* Vide Appendix to this chapter, No L
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I will fuppole for example that it is right for one man to

‘mmv’ paffels a greater portion of property than another, cither as the

fruit of his induftry, or the inheritance of his auceftors, Jultice
obliges him to regard this property as a truft, and calls upon
Lim maturcly to confider in what manner it may beft be em-
ployed for the increafe of liberty, knowledge and virtue. He
has no right to diipofe of a fhilling of it at the will of his caprice.
So far from being catitled to well earned applaufe for having
employed fome feanty pittance in the fervice of philanthropy,
he is in the eye of juftice a delinquent if he withhold any portion
from that fervice, Nothing can he more incontrovertible. Could
that portion have been better or more worthily employed? That
it could is implied in the very terms of the propofition. Then it
was jult it fhould have been fo employed.—In the fame manner
as my property, I hold my perfon as a truft in behalf of man-
kind. Iam bound to employ my talents, my underftanding, my
frength and my time for the produétion of the greateft quantity
of general good. Such are the declarations of juftice, fo great

is the extent of my duty.

But juftice is reciprocal. If it be juft that I fhould confer a
benefit, it is juft that another man fhould receive it, and, if 1
withhold from him that to which he is entitled, he may jultly
complin, My neighbour is in want of ten pounds that I can
fpare. There is no law of political inftitution that has been made

to reach this cafe, and to transfer this property from me to him.
But
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But in the eye of fimple juftice, unlefs it can be thewn that the

money can be more beneficently employed, his claim is as com- -

plete, as if he had my bond in his pofleflion, or had fupplicd

me with goods to the amount *,

To this it has fometimes been anfwered, ¢ that there is more
than one perfon, that flands in nced of the money I have to
fpare, and of confequence I muft be at liberty to beftow it as I
pleafe.” I anfwer, if only one perfon offer himflf to my know-
ledge or fearch, to me there is but one. Thofe others that I cannot
find belong to other rich men to aflift (rich men, I fay, for cvery
man is. rich, who has more money than his juft occalions de-
mand), and not to me. If more than onc perfon offer, I am
obliged to balance their fitnefs, and condu@ myfelf accordingly.
It is fcarcely poflible to happen that two men fhall be of cxadlly
equal fitnefs, or that I fhall be equally certain of the fitnefs of
the one as of the other,

Itis therefore impoffible for me to confer upon any man a
favour, I can only do him a right.  Whatever deviares from the
law of juftice, even I will fuppofc in the too much done in
favour of fome individual or fome part of the gencral whole, is
fo much fubtratted from the general flock, is fo much of abfolute

injuftice.

* A fpirited outline of thefe principles is fketched in Swift's Sermon on
Mutual Subjeftion.
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The inference moft clearly afforded by the preceding reafon~
ings, is the competence of juftice as a principle of deduétion in alt
cafes of moral enquiry. The reafonings themfelves are rather of
the nature of illuftration and example, and any error that may
be imputed to them in particulars, will not invalidate the gencral
conclufion, the propriety of applying moral juftice as a criterion
in the inveftigation of political truth,

Society is nothing more than an aggregation of individuals,
Its chims and its dutics muft be the aggregate of their claims
and duties, the onec no more precarious and arbitrary than
the other. What has the fociety a right to require from me?
The queftion is already anfwered: every thing that it is my
duty to do. Any thing more? Certainly not. Can they cﬁange
eternal truth, or {ubvert the nature of men and their a&ions ?
Can they make it my duty to commit intemperance, to maltreat
or affallinate my neighbour ?—Again, What is it that the fociety
is bound to do for its members? Every thing that can contri-
bute to their welfare. But the nature of their welfare is defined
by the nature of mind, That will moft contribute to it, which
enlarges the underftanding, fupplies incitements to virtue, fills us
with a generous confioufnels of our independence, and carefully
removes whatever can impede our exertions,

Should it be affirmed,  that it is not in the power of any po-
litical fyftem to fecurc to us thefe advantages,” the conclufion I

am
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am drawing will fill be incontrovertible, It is bound to contribute P }{
every thing it is able to thefe purpofes, and no man was ever ‘“———
yet found hardy enough to affirm that it could do nothing.

Suppofe its influence in the utmoft degree limited, there muft be

one method approaching nearer than any other to the defired

object, and that method ought to be univerfally adopted. There

is one thing that political inflitutions can affuredly do, they can

avoid pofitively counteraling the true interefts of their fubjeés.

But all capricious rules and arbitrary diftintions do pofitively
counteratt them. There is fcarcely any modification of focicty

but has in it fome degree of moral tendency. So far as it pro-

duces neither mifchief nor benefit, it is good for nothing, So far

as it tends to the improvement of the community, it ought to be
univerfally adopted.

N2 APPENDIY,
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Ok SUICIDE.

MOTIVES OF SUICIDE: [. ESCAPE FROM PAIN,—~3, BENEVO=
LENCE.—MARTYRDOM CONSIDERED.

HIS reafoning will explain to us the long difputed cafe

of fuicide. “ Have I a right under any’ circumftances
to deftroy myfelf in order to clcape from pain or difgrace »
Probably not, It is perhaps impofiible to imagine a fituation,
that fhall exclude the poffibility of future life, vigour and ufeful-
nefs. The motive afligned for efcape is eminently trivial, to
avoid pain, which isa fmall inconvenience ; or difgrace, which is
an imaginary evil. The example of fortitude in enduring them,
if there were no other confideration, would probably afford a

better motive for continuing to live.

« s there then no cafe in which fuicide is a virtue ?” What fhall
we think of the reafoning of Lycurgus, who, when he deter-
mined upon a voluntary death, remarked, * that all the faculties a
rational being poffeffud were capable of a moral ufe, and that,
after having fpent his life in the fervice of his country, a man
ought, if poffible, to render his dcath 2 fource of additional
benefit  This was the motive of the {uicide of Codrus, Leonidas

and Decius, If the fame motive prevailed in the much admired
7 fuicide
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fuicide of Cato, if he were infligated by reafons purcly benevo-
lent, it is impoffible not to applaud his intention, even if he

were miftaken in the application,

The difficulty is to decide in any inflance whether the re-
courfe to a voluntary death can overbalance the ufefulnefs I may
exert in twenty or thirty years of additional life.  But furcly it
would be precipitate to decide that there is no fuch inftance,
There is a proverb which aflirms, ¢ that the blood of the martyrs
is the feed of the church,” It is commonly fuppofed that Junius
Brutus did right in putting his fons to death in the firft year of
the Roman republic, and that this aGtion contributed more than
any other caufe, to generate that energy and virtue for which
his country was afterwards fo eminently diftinguifhed. The death
of Cato produced an effe® fomewhat fimilar to this, It was
dwelt on with admiration by all the lovers of virtue under the
fubfequent tyrants of Rome. It feemed to be the lamp from
which they caught the facred flame. Who can tell how much it

has contributed to revive that flame in after ages, when it feemed
to have been fo long extind ?

Let it be obferved that all martyrs [uas™.q:] are fuicides by the
very fignification of the term. They dic for a teflimony [wx; vz ]
that is, they have a motive for dving. But motives refpedt
only our own voluntary adls, not the violence put upen us by

another,
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OF DUELLING.

MOTIVES OF DUELLI®G: I. REVENGE.~2 REPUTATION FOR
COURAGE.—FALLACY OF THIS MOTIVE,—OBJECTION AN-

SWERED.—ILLUSTRATION.

BOOKIL J'T may be proper in this place to beftow a moment’s confi-

CHAP. I
w—— & geration upon the trite, but very important cafe of duclling.

ApprENDIX.

Moiives of A very fhort refle@tion will fuffice to fet it in its true light.
uelling.

This deteftable praQjce was originally invented by barbarians
for the gratification of revenge. It was probably at that time
thought a very happy proje&t for reconciling the odioufnefs of

malignity with the gallantry of courage.

1. Revenge,

sRepotation By in this light it is now generally given up. Men of the

far courage. .
beft underftanding who lend it their fanction, are unwillingly
induced to do fo, and engage in fingle combat merely that their
reputation may fuftain no flander.

Fallacy of Which of thefe two adtions is the tructt teft of courage: the

this motive.
engaging in a pratice which our judgment difapproves, becaufe
we cannot fubmit to the confequences of following that judg-

ment; or the doing what we belicve to be right, and chearfully
encoun-
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encountering all the confequences that may be annexed to the &?gl‘fﬁ
practice of virtue? With what patience can a man of virtue
think of cutting off the life of a fellow mortal, or of putting an
abrupt clofe to all the generous projects he may himfelf conceive

for the benefit of others, merely becaufe he has not firmnefs

A vrERDEIX

enough to awe impertinence and falthood into filence ?

“ But the refufing a duel is an ambiguous aftion. Cowards Objction,
may pretend principle to fhelter themfelves from a danger they
dare not meet.”

This is partly true and partly falfe, There are few altions Asfwered.
indeed that are not ambiguous, or that with the fame general
outline may not proceed from different motives. But the man-
ner of doing them will fufficiently fhew the principle from which
they fpring.

He, that would break through an univerfally received cuftom Tuftration.

becaufe he believes it to be wrong, muft no doubt arm himfelf
with fortitude. The point in which we chiefly fail, is in not
accurately underftanding our own intentions, and taking care
beforchand to free ourfelves from any alloy of weaknefs and
crror.  He, who comes forward with no other idea in his mind
but that of reQtitude, and who exprefles, with the fimplicity and
firmnefs which full conviction never fails to infpire, the views with
which he is imprefled, is in no danger of being miftaken for a

3 coward,
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OF DUELLING
coward. If he hefitate, it is becaufe he has not an idea perfeclly
clear of the fentiment he intends to convey. If he be in any
degree embarrafled, it is becaufe he has not a feeling fufficiently
generous and intrepid of the guilt of the action in which he is

prefled to engage.

If there be any meaning in courage, its firlt ingredient muft be
the during to {peak the truth at all times, to all perfons, and in every
pollible ficuation. What is it but the want of courage that fhould
prevent me from faying, “ Sir, I ought to refufc your challenge.

What [ ought to do, that I dare do. Have I injured you? 1

-will readily and without compulfion repair my injuftice to the

uttermoft mite, Have you mifconftrued me?  State to me the
patticulars, and doubt not that what is true I will make appear
to be true. Thus far I will go. But, though I thould be branded
for a coward by all mankind, I will not repair to a fcene of de-
liberate murder. I will not do an a@ that I know to be flugitious.
I will exercife my judgment upon every propofition that comes
before me ; the dictates of that judgment I will {peak ; and upen
them [ will form my condu@.” He that holds this language
with a countenance in unifon with his words, will never be ful-

pected of adting from the impulfe of fear.

CHAP.
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OF DUTY.

A DIFFICULTY STATED.—~OF ABSOLUTE AND PRACTICAL
VIRTUE~~—IMPROPRIETY OF THIS DISTINCTION.—UNI«
VERSALITY OF WHAT IS CALLED PRACTICAL VIRTUE—
INSTANCED IN ROBBERY—IN RELIGIOUS FANATICIS M=~
THE QUALITY OF AN ACTION DISTINCT FROM THE DIS-
POSITION WITH WHICH IT I8 PERFORMED—TARTHER
DIFFICULTY.—MEANING OF THE TERM, DUTY.—AFPLI-
C&TION.——-INPERBN(SES'

HERE is a difficulty of confiderable magnitude as to the
fubject of the preceding chapter, founded upon the dif-
ference which may exift between abftralt juftice and my appre-
henfions of juftice, When I do an a&, wrong in itfelf, but
which as to all the materials of judging extant to my under-

ftanding appears to be right, is my conduct virtuous or vicious?

Certain moralifts have introduced a diftin&ion upon this head
between abfolute and practical virtue. * There is one fpecies of
virtue,” they fay, “ which rifes out of the nature of things and
is immutable, and another which rifes out of the views extant
to my underftanding. Thus for example fuppofe, I ought to

0 worfhip
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OF DUTY.

worfhip. Jefus Chrift; but, having been bred ‘in the religion of
Mahomet, [ onght to adhere to that religion, as long as its evia
dences fhall appear to me conclufive. I am impannelled upon
a jury to try a man arraigned for murder, and who is really in-
nocent.  Abftractedly confidered, I ought to acquit him. But
I am unacquainted with his innocence, and evidence is adduced
fuch as to form the frongeflt prefumption of his guilt, De-
monftration in fuch cafes is not to be attained ; I am obliged in
every concern of human life to a&t upon prefumption; I ought

thercfore to convict him.”

It may be doubted however whether any good purpofe is
likely to be anfwered by employing the terms of abftract fcience
in this verfatile and uncertain manner, Morality is, if any thing
can be, fixed and immutable; and there muft furely be fome
ftrange deception that fhould induce us to give to an action
eternally and unchangeably wrong, the epithets of rettitude,
duty and virtue.

Nor have thefe moralifts been theroughly aware to what ex-
tent this admiffion would carry them, The human mind is in-
credibly fubtle in inventing an apology for that to which its
inclination leads. . Nothing is fo rare as pure and unmingled
hypoerify. There is no altion of our lives which we were not

ready at the time of adopting it to juftify, unlefs fo far as we

were prevented by mere indolence and unconcern, There is

fcarcely
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fearcely any juftification which we endeavour to pafs upon others, C%’gl‘f i
which we do not with tolerable fuccefs pafs upon ourfelves, “———’
The diftincion thercfore which is here fet up would go near to
prove that every action of every human being is entitled to the

appellation of virtuous,

There is perhaps no man that cannot recollet the time when ::.)%?Lc;d "
he fecretly called in queftion the arbitrary divifion of property
eftablithed in human fociety, and felt inclined to appropriate to
his ufe any thing the pofleflion of which appeared to him de-
firable, [t is probably in fome fuch way that men are ufually
influenced in the perpetration of robbery. They perfuade them-
felves of the comparative inutility of the property to its prefent
poffeflor, and the ineftimable advantage that would attend it in
their hands, They believe that the transfer ought to be made.

-1t is of no confequence that they are not confiftent in thefe
views, that the impreflions of education {peedily recur to their
minds, and that in a feafon of adverfity they readily confefs the
wickednefs of their proceeding. It is not lefs true that they did
what at the moment they thought to be right.

But there is another confideration that feems ftill more decifive }:f:ll::((::u
of the fubje@ before us. The worft aftions, the moft contrary to
abftract juftice and utility, have frequently been done from the
moft confcientious motives. Clement, Ravaillac, Damicns and
Gerard had their minds deeply penetrated with anxiety for the

O : cternal
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eternal wclfzu'c of mankind. For thele obje@s they facrificed
their ckfc, and chearfully expofed themfelves to tortures and deatls,
It was benevolence probably that contributed to light the fires of
Smithfield, and point the daggers of Saint Bartholomew. The
inventors of the Gunpowder Treafon were in general men re-
markable for the fan@ity of their lives and the feverity of their
manners, It is probable indeed, that fome ambitious views, and
fome fentiments of hatred and abhorrence mixed with the benevo-
lence and integrity of thefe perfons, It is probable that no wrong
alion was cver committed from views entirely pure.  But the de-
ception they put upon themfelves might neverthelefs be com-
plete. At all events their opinions upon the fubject could not
alter the real nature of the ation. '

The true folution of the queftion lies in obferving, that the
difpofition with which an altion is adopted is one thing, and the
adtion itfelf another. A right aCtion may be done from a wrong
difpofition ; in that cafe we approve the ation, but condemn the
alfor. A wrong adtion may be done from a right difpofition ;
in that cafe we condemn the aQion, but approve the actor. If
the difpofition by which a man is governed have a fyRematical
tendency to the bencfit of his fpecies, he cannot fail to obtain

our cfteem, however miftaken he may be in his conduct.

But what fhall we fay to the duty of a man under thefe cir-

cumftances? Calvin, we will fuppofe, was clearly and conicien-
tioufly
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tioufly perfuaded that he ought to burn Servetus, Onght he to
have burned him or not? “ If he burned him, he did an action
deteflable in its own nature ; if he refrained, he acted in oppofi-
tion to the beft judgment of his own underftanding as to a point
of moral obligation,” It is abfurd however to fay, that it was in
any fenfe his duty to burn him. The moft that can be admitted
is, that his difpofition was virtuous, and that in the circumftances
in which he was placed an a&ion greatly to be deplored flowed
from that difpofition by invincible neceflity.

Shall we fay then that it was the duty of Calvin, who did
not underftand the principles of toleration, to act upon a truth
of which he was ignorant? Suppofe that a perfon is to be tried
at York next week for murder, and that my evidence would ac-
quit him. Shall we fay that it was my duty to go to York,
though I knew nothing of the matter? Upon the fame prin-
ciples we might affirm that it is my duty to go from London to
York in half an hour, as the trial will come on within that
time; the impoffibility not being more real in one cafe than in
the other. Upon the fame principles we might affirm, that it
is my duty to be impeccable, omnifcicnt and almighty.

Duty is a term the ufe of which feems to be to defcribe the mode
in which any being may beft be employed for the general good,
It is limited in its extent by the cxtent of the capacity of that
being. Now capacity varies in its idea in proportion as we

vary
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vary our view of the fubje@ to which it belongs, What [ am
capable of, if you confider me merely as a man, is onc thing ;
what [ am capable of as a man of a deformed figure, of weak
underftanding, of fuperftitious prejudices, or as the cafe muy hap-
pen, is another,  So much cannot be expeted of me under thefe
difadvantages, as if they were abfent.  But, if this be the true de-
finition of duty, it is abfurd to fuppofe in any cafe that an aftion

injurious to the gencral welfare can be claffed in the rank of

duties.

To apply thefc obfervations to the cafes that have been ftated.
Ignorance, fo far as it goes, completely annihilates capacity, As
I was uninformed of the trial at York, I could not be influenced
by any confideration refpeting it. But it is abfurd to fay that it
was my duty to negle& a motive with which I was unacquainted.
If you alledge, “ that Calvin was ignorant of the principles of tole-
ration, and had no proper opportunity to learn them,” it follows
that in burning Servetus he did not violate his duty, but it does
not follow that it was his duty to burn him, Upon the fup-
pofition here fated duty is filent, Calvin was unacquainted with
the principles of juftice, and therefore could not pra@ife them,
The duty of no man can exceed his capacity ; but then neither

can in any cafe an a& of injuftice be of the nature of duty,

- There are certain inferences that flow from this view of the
fubject, which it may be proper to mention. Nothing is more

4 common
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common than for individuals and focicties of men to alledge that
they have adted to the beft of thelr judgment, that they have
done their duty, and thercfore that their condudl; even fhould
it prove to be miftaken, is neverthelefs virtuous.  This appears
to be an error.  An aflion, though done with the beft intention
in the world, may have nothing in it of the nature of virtue.
In reality the moft effential part of virtue confifts in the incel-
fantly fecking to inform ourfelves more accurately upon the fub-
je&t of utility and right. ' Whoever is greatly mifinformed re-
fpeQing them, is indebted for his error to a defect in his philun-

thropy and zcal.

Secondly, fince abfolute virtue may be out of the power of a
human being, it becomes us in the mean time to lay the greateft
firefs upon a virtuous difpofition, which is not attended with the
fame ambiguity. A virtuous difpofition is of the utmoit con-
fequence, fince it will in the majority of inftances be productive
of virtuous adions; fince it tends, in exact proportion to the
quantity of virtue, to increafe our difcernment and improve our
underftanding; and fince, if it were univerfally propagated, it
would immediately lead to the great end of virtuous ations, the
pureft and moft exquifite happinefs of intelligent beings.  But
a virtuous difpofition is principally gencrated by the uncontrolied
exercife of private judgment, and the rigid conformity of every

man to the dictates of his confcience,

CIHALDL
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CHAD IV,

OF THE EQUALITY OF MANKIND.

PHYSICAL EQyAL[TY'—-OBJBCTION.-—-ANSWERS.-—-MORAL
EQUALITY~—HOW LIMITED,~~PROVINCE OF POLITICAL

JUSTICE.

HE equality of mankind is either phyfical or moral.
Their phyfical equality may be confidered either as it
relates to the ftrength of the body or the facultics of the mind.

This part of the fubjett has been expofed to cavil and ob-
jeCtion, It has been faid, « that the reverfe of this equality is
the refult of our experience. Among the individuals of our
fpecies we altually find that there are not two alike, One man
is firong and another weak. One man is wife and another
foolith, All that exifts in the world of the inequality of con-
ditions is to be traced to this as their fource, The ftrong man
poflefles power to fubdue, and the weak ftands in néed of an
ally to prote®. The confequence is incvitable: the equality of
conditions is a chimerical affumption, ncither poflible to be re-
duced into practice, nor defirable if it could be fo reduced.”

3
. Upon
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. Upon this flatement two obfervations are to be made,  Firft,
this inequality was in its origin infinitely Iefs than it is at pre-
fent. In the uncultivated fate of man difeafes, effeminacy and
luxury were little known, and of confequence the firength of
every one much more xiearly approached to the flrength of his
neighbour.  In the uncultivated flate of man the underftandings
of all were limited, their wants, their ideas and their views nearly
upon a level, It was to be expected that in their firft departure
from this flate great irregularities would introduce themfelves ;
and it is the object of fubfequent wifdom and improvement to
mitigate thefe irregularitics,

Secondly, notwithftanding the incroachments that have been
made’ upon the equality of mankind, a great and fubfantial
equality remains. ‘There is no fuch difparity among the human
race as to enable one man to hold feveral other men in fub-
Jection, except fo far as they are willing 1o be fubjed. All go-
vernment is founded in opinion. Men at prefent live under any
particular form, becaufe they conceive it their intereft to do fo.
One part indeed of a community or empire may be held in fub-
je€tion by force 3 but this cannot be the perfonal force of their
defpot; it muft be the force of another part of the community,
who are of ‘opinion that it is their intercft to fupport his au-
thority. Deftroy this opinion, and the fabric which is built upon
it falls to the ground, It follows therefore that all men are
effentially independent.—So much for the phyfical equaliiy.
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The moral equality-is ftill lefs open to. reafonable exception.
By moral equality T underftand the propriety of applying one
unalterable rule of juftice to every cafe that may arife, This
cannot be queﬁiox;ed but upon arguments that would fubvert the
very nature of virtue. % Equality,” it has been affirmed, ¢ will
always be an unintelligible fiGtion, fo long as the capacities of
men fhall be unequal, and their pretended claims have neither
guarantee nor fan&ion by which they can be inforced *” But
furely juftice is fufficiently intelligible in its own nature, ab-
ftratted from the confideration whether it be or be not reduced
into praltice. Juftice has relation to beings endowed with per-
ception, and capable of pleafure and pain. Now it immediately
refults from the nature of fuch beings, independently of any arbi«
trary conflitution, that pleafure is agreeable and pain odious, plea-
fure to be defired and pain to be obviated. It is therefore juft and
reafonable that fuch beings fhould contribute, fo far as it lies in
their power, to the pleafure and benefit of each other. Among
pleafures fome are more exquifite, more unalloyed and lefs pre-
carious than others, It is juft that thefe fhould be preferred,

From thefe fimple principles we may deduce the moral
equality of mankind, We are partakers of a common nature,

* ¢ On a dite—que nous avions tous les mémes droits.  Pignore ce quec'eff que let
mémes dvoits, ok il y a inégalité de talens on de force, &' nulle garantiey nulle
fanétion.”  Raynaly Revolution & Amerique, . 34.

7 and
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and the fame caufes that contribute to the benefit: of one con-
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tribute to the benefit of another, OQur fenfes and faculties are of ‘“———’

the fame denomination, Our pleafures and pains will therefore

be the fame, Weare all of us endowed with reafon, able to com-
pare, to judge and to infer. The improvement therefore which
is to be defired for the one is to be defired for the other, We
fhall be provident for ourfelves and ufeful to each other, in pro-
portion as we rife above the atmofphere of prejudice, The fame
independence, the fame freedom from any fuch reftraint, as fhould
prevent us from giving the reins to our own undecrftanding, or
from uttering upon all occafions whatever we think to be true,
will conduce to the improvement of all. There are certain op-
portunities and a certain fituation moft advantageous to every
human being;and it is juft that thefe fhould be communicated
to all, as nearly at leaft as the general economy will permit.

There is indeed one f{pecies of moral inequality parallel to the
phyfical inequality that has becn already defcribed. The treat-
ment to which men are entitled is to be meafured by their
merits and their virtues. ‘That country would not be the feat
of wifdom and rcafon, where the benefactor of his fpecics was
confidered in the fame point of view as their enemy. But in
reality this diftin@tion, fo far from being adverfe to equality in
any tenable fenfe, is friendly to it, and is accordingly known
by the appellation of cquity, a term derived from the fame
origin. Though in fome fenfe an exception, it tends to the fame
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ch%?%*{. 1. purpofe to which the principle itfelf is_indebted -for its value,
S—~"It is calculated to infufe into every bofom an emulation of ex-
Province of  Cellence, The thing really to be defired is the removing as much
g‘éléfm M o poffible arbitrary diftinctions, and leaving to talents and
virtue the field of cxertion unimpaired. We fhould endcavour
to afford to all the fame opportunities and the fame encourage-

ment, and to render juftice the common intereft and choice.

X
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RIGHTS OF MAN.

THE QUESTION STATED.—FOUNDATION OF §OCIETY.— OP-
POSITE RIGHTS IMPOSSIBLE~~~CONCLUSION FROM THESE
PREMISES, — DISCRETION CONSIDERED., — RIGHTS OF
K!NGS.——IMMIORAL CONSEQUENCES OF THE DOCTRINE
OF RIGUTS.~—RIGHTS OF COMMUNITIE‘?.-—-OBJECT!OXS.:
I. THE RIGHT OF MUTUAL AID——EXPLANATION.—ORI-
GIN OF THE TERM,RIGUT—2. RIGHTS OF PR!VA‘TE‘JUDG*
MENT AND OF THE PRESS.~—EXPLANATION.~—REASONS
OF THIS LIMITATION UPON THE FUNCTIONS OF TIUHE
COMMUNITY: ¥. THE INUTILITY OF ATTI"JMI’T}NG RE~

STRAINT,~—2, IT§ PERNICIOUS TENDENCY.~~CONCLU-
SION.

HERE is no fubject that has been difcuffed with more (Ig(irgl \[
eagernefs and pertinacity than the rights of man, Has he m
any rights, or has he none? Much may plaufibly be alledged on  flacd.
both fides of this queftion ; and in the conclufion thofe reafoners
appear to exprefs themfelves with the greateft accuracy who em-
bince the negative,  There is nothing that has been of greater
differvice to the caule of truth, than the hafty and unguarded
manner in which its advocates have fometimes defended it: and

it
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- BoOK I it will be admitted to be peculiarly unfortunate, if the advocates
‘= on one fide of this queftion fhould be found to have the greateft

Youndation
of focicty.

Oppuolite
sights ime

poflible.

quantity of truth, while their adverfaries have exprefled them-
felves in a manner more confonant to reafon and the nature of
things. Where the queftion has been fo extremely darkened by
an ambiguous ufe of terms, it may at any rate be defirable to
try, whether, by a patient and fevere inveftigation of the firft
principles of political fociety, it may be placed in a light confi-
derably different from the views of both parties,

- Political fociety, as has already been obferved, is founded in
the principles of morality and juftice. It is impoffible for intel-
lectual beings to be brought into coalition and intercourfe, with
out a certain mode of condu&, adapted to their nature and con-
neftion, immediately becoming a duty incumbent on the parties
concerned. Men would never have affociated, if they had not
imagined that in confequence of that affociation they would mu-
tually conduce to the advantage and happinefs of each other.
This is the real purpofe, the genuine bafis of their intercourfe ;
and, as far as this purpofe is anfwered, fo far does fociety anfwer

the end of its inftitution.

There is only one poftulate more, that is neceffary to bring
us to a conclufive mode of rcafoning upon this fubjet, What-
ever is meant by the term right, for it will prefently appear that

the fenfe of the term itfelf has never been clearly underftood,
there
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there can neither be oppofite rights, nor rights and duties hoftile
to cach other. The rights of one man cannot clath with or be
deftru@ive of the rights of another ; for this, inftead of render-
ing the fubject an important branch of truth and morality, as the
advocates of the rights of man certainly undérftand it to be,
would be to reduce it to a heap of unintelligible jargon and in~
confiftency. If one man have a right to be free, another man
cannot have a right to make him a flave; if one man have
a right to infli& chatifement upon me, I cannot have a right to
withdraw myfelf from chaftifement; if my neighbour have a
right to a fum of money in my poffeffion, I cannot have a right
to retain it in my pocket,.—It cannot be lefs incontrovertible, that
1 have no right to omit what my duty prefcribes.

From hence it inevitably follows that men have no rights.
By right, as the word is employed in this fubjec, has always
been underftood difcretion, that is, a full and complete power of
either doing a thing or omitting it, without the perfon’s becoming
liable to animadverfion or cenfure from another, that is, in other
words, without his incurring any degree of turpitude or guilt.
Now in this fenfe I affirm that man has no rights, no difcretionary

power whatever,

It is commonly faid, « that a man has a right to the difpofal
of his fortune, a right to the employment of his time, a right to

the uncontrolled choice of his profeffion or purfuits.” But this
can
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ggfﬂs i can never be confiftently affirmed till it can be fhewn that he
—~=="has no duties, preferibing and limiting his mode of proceeding in
all thefe refpects, My neighbour has juft as much right to put
an end to my exiftence with dagger or poifon, as to deny me
that pecuniary affiftance without which I muft ftarve, or as to
deny mc that affiftance without which my intelle@ual attain-
ments or iy moral exertions will be materially injured. He has
juft as much right to amufe himfelf with burning my houle or
torturing my children upon the rack, as to fhut himfelf up in
a cell carelefs about his fellow men, and to hide “ his talent in

a napkin,”

If men have any rights, any difcretionary powers, they muft
be in things of total indifference, as whether I {it on the right
or on the left fide of my fire, or dine on beef to day or to-
morrow. Even thefe rights are much fewer than we are’apt to
imagine, fince before they can be completely eftablithed, it muft
be proved that my choice on one fide or the other can in no
poflible way contribute to the benefit or injury of myfelf or of
any other perfon in the world. Thofe muft indeed be rights
well worth the coatending for, the very effence of which con-

fifls in their abfolute nugatorinefs and inutility.

In reality nothing can appear more wonderful to a careful
enquirer, than that two ideas fo incompatible as man and rights
fhould cver have been affociated together, Certain it s, that one

4 of



RIGHTS OF MAN
of them muft be utterly exclufive and annibilatory of the other.
Before we aferibe rights to man, we muft conceive of him as a
being endowed with intellect, and capable of difcerning the dit-
ferences and tendencies of things., But a being endowed with
intellect, and capable of difcerning the differences and tendencies
of things, inftantly becomes a moral being, and has duties in-
cumbent on him to difcharge: and dutics and rights, as has al-

ready been fhewn, are abfolutely exclufive of each other.

It has been affirmed by the zealous advocates of liberty, « that
princes and magiftrates have no rights;” and no pofition can be
more incontrovertible, There is no fituation of their lives that
has not its correfpondent duties. There is no power intrufted to
them that they are not bound to exercife exclufively for the
public good. It is firange that perfons adopting this principle
did not go a ftep farther, and perceive that the fame reftritions
were applicable to fubjefts and citizens, ‘

Nor is the fallacy of this language more confpicuous than its
immoral tendency. To this inaccurate and unjuft ufe of the
term right we owe it, that the mifer, who accumulates to no end
that which diffufed would have conduced to the welfare of thou-
fands, that the luxurious man, who wallows in indulgence and
fees numerous families around him pining in beggary, never fail

to tell us of their rights, and to filence animadverfion and quict

the cenfurc of their own mind by reminding us, “ that they .
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KA came fairly into poffeflion of their wealth, that they owe ne

debte, and that of confegquence ;B authority to enquire.
=~ dchte, and that of confequence no man has authority to enq

Rights of
communi-
ties,

Lyto their private manner of difpofing of that which is their

own,' A great majority of munkind are conicious that they
ftand in necd of this fort of defence, and are therefore very ready
to combine againft the infolent intruder, who ventures to en-
quire into “ things that do not concern him.” They forget, that
the wife man and the honeft man, the friend of his country and
his kind, is concerned for every thing by which they may be
affeted, and carries about with him a diploma, conftituting him.
inquifitor gencral of the moral condu of his neighbours, with
a duty annexed to recal them to virtue, by every leflon that
truth can enable him to read, and every punithment that plaim
fpeaking is competent to inflick..

It is fcarcely neceffary to add, that, if individuals have no
rights, neither has fociety, which pofleffes nothing but what in-
dividuals have brought into a common ftock. The abfurdity of
the common opinion, as applied to this fubjed, is flill more
glaring, if poffible, than in the view in which we have already
confidered it, According to the ufual fentiment cvery club affem-
bling for any civjl purpofe, every congregation of religionifts af-
fembling for the worfhip of God, has a right to eftablith any
provifions or ceremonies, no matter how ridiculous or detcftable,
provided they do not interfere with the freedom of others. Rea-
fon lies proftrate under their feet, They have a right to trample

upon
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upon and infult her as they pleafe. Itis in the fame fpivit we  FROF U

have been told that every nation has a right to choofe its “———’
form of governmment. A molft acute, original and incftimable
author was probably mifled by the vulgar phrafeclogy on this
fubject, when he afferted, that, * at a time when neither the peo-
ple of France nor the national affembly were troubling themfelves
about the affairs of England or the Englith parliament, Mr,
Burke’s conduét was unpardonable in commencing an unpro-
voked attack upon them *,”
There are various objeltions that fuggeft themfclves to the Objections.
theory which fubverts the rights of men; and if the theory
be true, they will probably appear in the refult to be fo far
from really hoftile to it, as to be found more fuirly deducible
from and confiftent with its principles, than with any of thofe
with which they have inadvertently been conneded.

In the firft place it has fometimes been alledged, and fecms to ;’“’I“l‘wr‘;hd;
refult from the reafonings already adduced under the head of juf-
tice, that  men have a right to the afliftance and co-operation
of their fellows in every honeft purfuit.” But, when we affert Esphetion,
this propofition, we mean fomething by the word right exceed-
ingly different from what is commonly underflood by the term.
We do not underftand fomcthing difcretionary, which, it not

voluntarily fulfilled, cannot be confidered as a matter of claim.

* Rights of Man, page 1.

Q. On



116
BOOK 11,
CHAPD. V,

oy e

Or?g?n of !h(,’
terzn, vighe,

RIGHTS OF MAN.
On the contrary every . thing adduced upon that occafion was
calculuted to fhew that it was a matter of ftrict claim; and per-
haps fomething would be gained with refpect to perfpicuity, if
we rather chofe to diftinguifh it by that appellatiun, than by a

name fo much abufed, and fo ambiguous in its application, as
the term right,

The true origin of this latter term is relative to the prefent
ftate of political government, in which many of thofe actions
which moral duty moft fri€tly enjoins us are in no degree brought
within the fphere of legiflative fan@ion. Men uninfluenced by
comprehenfive principles of juftice, commit every fpecies of in-
temperance, are felfith, hard-hearted, licentious and cruel, and
maintain their right to all thefe caprices, becaufe the laws of
their country are filent with regard to them. Philofophers and
political enquirers have too frequently adopted the fame princi-
ples with a certain degree of accommodation; though in fact
men have no more right to thele erroneous propenfities in their
moft qualified fenfe, than they had to them originally in all their
extravagance., It is true, that, under the forms of fociety now
exifting in the world, intemperance and the caprices of perfonal
intercourfe too frequently efcape without animadverfion. But
in a more perfect form, though they may not fall under the
cognifance of law, the offender will probably be fo unequivocally
reminded by the fincerity of his neighbours of the error he has

6 com-
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committed, as to be in no danger of running away with the
opinion that he had a right to commit it,

A fecond and more important objetion to the doérine I am
maintaining is derived from the rights as they are called of pri-
vate judgment, and the liberty of the prefs. But it may eafily be
fhewn, that thefe, no more than the articles already mentioned,
are rights of difcretion, If they were, they would prove, that a
man was ftrictly juftifiable in publifhing what he believed to be
pernicious or falfe, and that it was a matter of perfe€t moral in-
difference whether he conformed to the religious rites of Con-
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confcience and of the prefs, fo far from being as it is commonly
fuppofed an extenfion, is a new cafe of the limitation of rights
and difcretion. Confcience and the prefs ought to be unreftrained,
not becaufe men have a right to deviate from the exalt line that
duty prefcribes, but becaufe fociety, the aggregate of individuals,
has no right to affume the prerogative of an infallible judge, and
to undertake authoritativcly to preferibe to its members in mat-

ters of pure {peculation.

One obvious rcafon againft this affumption on the part of the
fociety is the impoffibility by any compulfatory mcthod of bring-
ing men to uniformity of opinion, The judgment we form upon
topics of general truth, is or is imagined to be founded upen
evidence : and, however it may be foothed by gentle applications

1o

Reafons of
this limita-
tion upon the
funciions of
the conmige-
nity.

te Phe inue
tﬂ;l)' of ute

o mpting ree
flouint,



BOOK (T,
. CH&\ [)-v .
[

2. Its pernie
s totks

dencye

RIGHTS OF MAN,

to the betraying its impartiality, it is apt to repet with no little
pertinacity whatever comes under the form of compulfion. Per-
fecution cannot perfuade the underftanding, even when it fub-
dues our refolution, It may make us hypocrites; but cannot
make us converts, The government thercfore, which is anxious
above all things to imbue i3 {ubjedts with integrity and vivtue,
will be the fartheft in the world from difcouraging them in the
explicit avowal of their fentiments,

But there is another reafon of a higher order, Man is not, as
has been already fhewn, a perfedt being, but perfeclible. No
government, that has yet exifted, or is likely prefently to exift
upon the face of the earth, is faultlefs, No government ought
thercfore pertinacioufly to refift the change of its own inftitu-
tions ; and fill lefs ought it to fet up a ftandard upon the vari-
ous topics of human fpeculation, to reftrain the excurfions of an
inventive mind. It is only by giving a free fcope to thefe ex-
curfions, that fcience, philofophy and morals have arrived at their
prefent degree of perfeCton, or are capable of going on to
that flill greater perfe@ion, in comparifon of which all that
has been already done will perhaps appear childifh, But a pro~
ceeding, abfolutely neceflary for the purpofe of exciting the mind
to thele falutary excurfions, and flill more neceflary in order to
give them their proper operation, confifts in the unreftrained
communication of men’s thoughts and difcoveries to cach other.
If every man have to begin again at the point from which his

neigh-



neighbour fet out, the labour will be endlefs, and the progrels in 332‘15. &g
"an unvarying circle, There is nothing that more eminently con- ‘v’
tributes to intelleCtual energy, than for every man to be habi-

tuated to follow without alarm the train of his fpeculations, and

to utter without fear the conclufions that have fuggefted them= conclution.
felves to him.—But does all this imply that men have a right to

act any thing but virtue, and to utter any thing but truth?
Certainly not. It implies indeed that there are points with which

focicty has no right to interfere, not that difcretion and caprice

are more free, or duty lefs ftrict upon thefe points, than upon

any others with which human ation is converfant..

CHAP.
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CHAP VL

OF THE ‘-EXERCISE_ OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT.

FTOUNDATION Q7 VIRTUE~HUMAN ACTIONS REGULATED:
I. BY THE NATURE OF THINGS,~2, BY POSITIVE INSTI-
TUTION~TENDENCY OF THE LATTEKR: I TO EXCITE
VIRTUE~ITS EQUIVOCAL CHARACTER IN THIS RESPECT,
2. TO INFORM THE JUDGMENT.—ITS INAPTITUDE FOR
THAT PURPOSE.~PROVINCE OF CONSCIENCE CONSIDERED.
TENDENCY OF AN INTERFERENCE WITH THAT PROVINCE.
—RECAPITULATION,—ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF POSI-
TIVE INSTITUTION: L. THE NECESSITY OF REPELLING PRI-
VATE INJUSTICE,—OBJECTIONS: THE UNCERTAINTY OF
EVIDENCE,~THE DIVERSITY OF MOTIVES.—THE UNSUIT«
ABLENESS OF THE MEANS OF CORRECTION—EITHER TO
IMPRESS NEW SENTIMENTS~—OR TO STRENGTHEN OLD
ONES~—PUNISHMENT FOR THE SAKE OF EXAMPLE CON-
SIDERED,—URGENCY OF THE CASE.,—2. REBELLION,~—
3+ WAR.~—OBJECTIONS,—REPLY,

hook xv: O a rational being there can be but one rule of condu@,
m juftice, and one mode of afcertaining that rule, the exer-

eivinve.  cife of his underftanding. If in any inftance I be made the me-
chanical infirument of abfolute violence, in that inflance I fall
under



OF PRIVATE JUDCMENT.
under no defcription of moral conduét cither good or bud.  But,
if, not being operated upon by abfolute compulfion, [ be wholly
prompted by fomething that is frequently called by that name,
and a¢t from the hope of reward or the fear of punifhment, my
conduct is pofitively wrong,.

Here however a diftinction is to be made.  Juftice, as it was
defined in a preceding chapter, is coincident with utility, T am
myfelf a part of the great whole, and my happinefs is a part of
that complex view of things by which juftice is regulated. The
hope of reward therefore and the fear of punifhment, confined
within certain ftri¢t limits, arc motives that ought to have in-

flucnce with my mind.

There are two defcriptions of tendency that may belong to
any adtion, the tendency which it poflefles by the neceffary and
univerfal laws of exiftence, and the tendency which refults from
the pofitive interference of fome intelligent being. The nature
of happinefs and mifery, pleafurc and pain, is independent of all
pofitive inftitution: that is, it is immutably true that whatever
tends to procurc a balance of the former is to be defired, and
whatever tends to procure a balance of the latter is to be re-
je@ed. In like manner the promulgation of virtue, truth and
political jultice muft always be right. There is perhaps no
a@ion of a rational being that has not fome tendency to promote
thefe objc&ts, and confequently that has not a moral charaGer

founded in the abRrad naturc of things.
R The
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OF THE EXERCISE
The tendency of pofitive inftitution is of two forts, to fur-
nifh me with an additional motive to the pradice of virtue or
right, and to inform my underftanding as to what ations are
right and what a&ions arc wrong. Much cannot be faid in come

mendation of either of thefe tendencies.

Firft, pofitive inftitution may furnith me with an additional
motive to the pradtice of virtue. [ have an opportunity of con~
tributing very effentially to the advantage of twenty individuals ;
they will be benefited, and no other perfons will fuftain a ma-~
terial injury. I ought to embrace this opportunity., Here: Jet
us fuppofe pofitive inflitution to interfere, and to annex fome
great perfonal reward to myfelf to the performance of my duty,
This immediately changes the nature of the a&tion, Before I
preferred it for its intrinfic excellence, Now, fo far as the po-
fitive inftitution operates, I prefer it, becaufe fome perfon has
arbitrarily annexed to it a great weight of felf-intereft.  But vir-
tue, confidered as the quality of an intelligent being,. depends
upon the difpofition with which- the ation is accompanied..
Under a pofitive inftitution then this very ation, which is in-
trinfically virtuous, may, fo far as relates to the agent, become
vicious. ‘The vicious man would before have negleéted the ad-
vantage of thefc twenty individuals, becaule he would not bring
a certain inconvenicnce or trouble upon himfelf. The fame man
with the fame difpofition will now promote their advantage, be-
caufe his own welfare is concérned in it.  Twenty, other things

equal,
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cqual, is twenty times better than one.  He that is not govericd
by the meral arithmetic of the cafe, or who alts from a difpo-
fition dire@ly at war with that arithmetic, is unjuft. In other
words, morality requires that we fhould be attentive only to the
tendency which belongs to any action by the neceflary and uni-
verfal laws of exiftence. This is what is meant by the princi-
ple,  that we fhould do good, regardlefs of the confequences;”
and by that other, “ that we may not do evil, from the profpeét of
good to refult from it.”” The cafe would have been rendered fiill
more glafing, if, inftead of the welfare of twenty, we had fup-
pofed the welfare of millions to have been concerned. In reality,
whether the difparity be great or fmall, the inference ought to
be the fame.

Secondly, pofitive inflitution may inform my underftanding
as to what actions are right and what ations are wrong. Here
it is proper for us to refle& upon the terms underflanding and
information, Underftanding, particularly as it is concerned with

“moral fubje@s, is the percipient of truth. This is its proper
fphere. Information, fo far as it is genuine, is a portion detached
from the great body of truth. You inform me, “ that Euclid
afferts the three angles of a plane triangle to be equal to two right
angles.,” Stll I am unacquainted with the truth of this propo-
fition. * But Euclid has demonftrated it. His demonftration has
exifted for two thoufand years, and during that term has proved

. fatisfatory to cvery man by whom it has been underftood.”
R 2 Tam
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I am neverthelefs uninformed. 'The knowledge of truth lies in
the perceived agreement or difagreement of the terms of a pro~
pofition.  So long as I am unacquainted with the middle term
by mcans of which they may be compared, fo long as they are
incommenfurate to my underflanding, you may have furnithed
me with a principle from which I may reafon truly to farther
eonfequences, but as to the principle itfelf I may frictly be faid
to know nothing about it.

Every propofition has an intrinfic evidence of its own, Every
confequence has premifes from which it flows; and upon them,
and not upon any thing elfe, its validity depends. - If you could
work a miracle to prove, ® that the three angles of a triangle were
equal to two right angles,” I fhould ftill know, that the propofi-
tion was cither true or falfe previoufly to the exhibition of that
miracle ; and that there was no neceflary connetion between
any one of its terms and the miracle exhibited. The miracle

would take off my attention from the true queftion to a queftion

altogether different, that of authority. By the authority ad-
duced I might be prevailed on to yield an irregular affent to the

propofition ; but I could not properly be faid to perceive its

truth.

But this is not all. If it were, it might perhaps be regarded
as a refinement forcign to the.concerns of human life.  Pofitive
inftitutions do not content themfelves with requiring my aflent

to
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to certain propofitions, in confideration of the refpeCtable tefti-
mony by which they are inforced. This would amount to no
more, than advice flowing from a refpe@able quarter, which after
all I might rejed, if it did not accord with the mature judg-
ment of my own underftanding. -Butin the very nature of thefe
inftitutions there is included a fan@ion, a motive either of punifh-
ment or reward to induce me to obedience.

It is commonly faid,  that pofitive inflitutions ought to leave
me perfedtly free in matters of confcience, but may properly in-
texfere with my conduét in civil concerns.”  But this diftinclion
feems to have been very lightly taken up. What fort of moralift
muft he be, who makes no confcience of what paffes in his in-
tercourfe with other men? Such a diftin@lion proceeds upon the
fuppofition, * that it is of great confequence whether I bow to
the eaft or the weft; whether I call the objet of my worfhip
Jchovah or Alla; whether I pay a prieft in a furplice or a black
coat, Thefe arc points in which an honeft man ought to be
rigid and inflexible. But as to thofe other, whether he fhall be
a tyrant, a flave or a free citizen ; whether he fhall bind himfelf
with multiplied oaths impoffible to be performed, or be a rigid
obferver of truth; whether he fhall fwear allegiance to a king
de jure or a king de facto,to the beft or the worft of all poflible
governments ; refpeting thefe points he may fafely commit his
confcicnce to the keeping of the civil magifirate.” In reality
there are perhaps no concerns of a rational being, over which

4 morality
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morality does not extend its province, and refpe@ing which he

is not bound to a confeientious proceeding;

I am fatished at prefent, that a certain condu, fuppofe it be
a rigid attention to the confidence of private converfation, is in-
cumbent upon me, You tell me, ¢ there are certain cafes of
fuch peculiar emergency as to fuperfede this rule.” Perhaps I
think thereare not, If I admit your propofition, a wide field of
enquiry is opened, refpeCting what cafes do or do not deferve to be
confidered as exceptions, It is little likely that we fhould agree
refpedling all thefe cafes. How then does the law treat me, for
my confcientious difcharge of what I conceive to be my duty ?
Becaufe I will not turn informer (which, it may be, I think an
infamous charaCter) againft my moft valued friend, the law ac-
cufes me of mifprifion of treafon, felony or murder, and pethaps
hangs me. I believe a certain individual to be a confirmed vil-
lain, and a moft dangerous member of fociety, and feel it to be
my duty to warn others, perhaps the public, againft the effect
of his vices. Becaufe I publith what I know to be true, the law
convifts me of libel, feandalum magnatum, and crimes of I

know not what complicated denomination,

If the cvil flopped here, it would be well. If I only fuffered’
a certain calamity, fuppofe death, I could endure it. Death has

_ hitherto been the common lot of men, and I expeét at fome time

or other to fubmit to it. Human fociety muft fooner or later
be

s

e



- OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT.

be deprived of its individual membe-ré, whether they be valuable,.
or whether they be ineonfiderable. But-the punifhment ats not

only retrofpe@tively upon me, but profpetively upon my con--

temporaries and countrymen. My neighbour entertains the fame.
opinion refpeting the condu& he ought to hold as I did. But
the executioner of public juftice interpofes with a powerful argu-
ment, to convince him that he has miftaken the path of abftract
redtitude..

‘What fort of converts will be produced by this unfeeling
Togic} « I have deeply refleted,” fuppofe,  upon the nature of
virtue, and am convinced that a certain proceeding is incumbent
on me, But the hangman, fupported by an ad of parliament,
affures me I am miftaken,” IfI yicld my opinion to his dicum,
my adtion becomes modified, and my charader too. An ine
fluence like this is inconfiftent with all generous magnanimity
of fpirit, all ardent impartiality in the difcovery of truth, and all
inflexible perfeverance in its affertion. Countries, expofed to the
perpetual interference of decrees inflead of arguments, exhibit
within their boundaries the mete phantoms of men. We can
never judge from an oblervation of their inhabitants what men
would be, if they knew of no appeal from the tribunal of con-
fcience, and if, whatever they thought, they dared to fpeak, and
dared to act.

At prefent there will perhaps occur to the majority of readers
Lue

127

BOOK II,
CHAP.VL



BOOKR II. -
CHAP VI
‘\"—W

Reeapitufa-
tion,

OF THE EXERCISE

but few inflances of laws, which may be fuppofed to interfere
with the confcicntious difcharge of duty, - A confiderable aum-
ber will occur in the courfc of the prefent enquiry, More would
readily offer themfelves to a patient tefearch.  Men are fo fuc-
cefsfully reduced to a common ftandard by the operation of po-
fitive law, that in moft countries they are capable of little more
than like parrots repeating each other. This uniformity is ca-
pable of being produced in two ways, by energy of mind and
indefatigablenefs of enquiry, enabling a confiderable number to
penetrate with equal fuccefs into the recefles of truth; and by
pufillanimity of temper and a frigid indifference to right and
wrong, produced by the penalties which are fufpended over fuch
as fhall difintereftedly enquire, and communicate and aét upon
the refult of their enquiries. It is cafy to perceive which of
thefe is the caufe of the uniformity that prevails in the prefent

inftance.

If there be any truth more unqueftionable than the reft, it is,
thatAeVery man is bound to the exertion of his faculties in the
difcovery of right, and to the carrying into effet all the right
with which he is acquainted. It may be granted that an infallible
ftandard, if it could be difcovered, would be confiderably bene-
ficial. But this infallible ftandard itfelf would be of little ufe in
human affairs, unlefs it had the property of reafoning as well
as deciding, of enlightening the mind as well as conftraining the

body, If a man be in fome cafes obliged to prefer his own
Judg-
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judgment, he is in all cafes obliged to confult that judgment,
before he can determine whether the matter in queftion be of
the fort provided for or no. So that from this reafoning it ulti-
mately appears, that no man is obliged to conform to any rule
of condug, farther than the rule is confiftent with juftice.

Such are the genuine principles of human fociety. - Such
would be the unconftrained concord of its members, in a ftate
where every individual within the fociety, and every neighbour
without, was capable of liftening with fobriety to the diftates of
reafon, We fhall not fail to be impreffed with confiderable re-
gret, if, when we defcend to the prefent mixed charalters of
mankind, we find ourfelves obliged in any degree to depart from
fo fimple and grand a principle, P univerfal excrcife of pri-
vate judgment is a doCtrine fo unfpeakably beautiful, that the
true politician will certainly refolve to interfere with it as fpar-
ingly and in as few inftances as poflible. Let us confider what
ave the emergencies that may be thought to demand an ex-
ception.  They can only be bricfly ftated in this place, each of
them requiring to be minutely examined in the fubfequent ftages

of the enquiry.

In the firft place then it feems neceflary for fome powerful
arbitrator to interfere, where the proceedings of the individual
threaten the moft injurious confequences to his neighbours, and

where the inflant nature of the cafe will not accord with the
S uncertain
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uncertain progrefs of argument and conviction addrefied to the -
mind of the offender. A man, fuppofe, has committed murder,
or, to make the cafe more aggravated, feveral murders; and,
having thus far over-ftepped all thofe boundaries of innocence
and guilt which reftrain the generality of men, it is to be pre-
fumed from analogy that he may be led to the commiffion of
other murders, At firft it may appear to be no great infringe-
ment upon the exercife of private judgment, to put it under fome
degree of reftraint, when it leads to the commiffion of atrocious
crimes. ‘'There are however certain difficulties in the cafe which
are worthy to be confidered.

Firft, as foon as we admit the propriety of a rule fuch as that
above flated, our next concern will be with the evidence, which
fhall lead to the acquittal or convition of the perfon accufed.
Now it is well known, that no principles of evidence have yet
been laid down that are infallible. Human affairs univerfally:
proceed upon prefumption and probability. An eye-witnels muft
identify the perfon of the offender, and in this he may be mife.
taken. We muft neceffarily be contented with prefumptive proofs.
of his intention ; and often are or imagine ourfelves to be obliged
to admit prefumptive evidence of the fact itfelf. The confe~
quence is inevitable. And furely it is no trivial evil, to fubject
an innocent man eventually, to the public award and the cfta-.
biithed punifhment annexed to the moft atrocious crimes.

Secondly,
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Sccondly, the fame external a&tion will admit of every pof-
fible thade of virtue or vice, One man fhall commit murder, to
remove a troublefome obferver of his depraved difpofitions, who
will otherwife counteract and expofe him to the world, A fe-
cond, becaufe he cannot bear the ingenuous fincerity with which
he is told of his vices, A third, from his intolerable envy of
fuperior merit. A fourth, becaufe he knows his adverfary me-
ditates an act pregnant with extenfive mifchief, and he perceives
no other mode by which its perpetration can be prevented. A
fifth, in the attual defence of his father’s life or his daughter's
chaftity. Each of thefe men, except perhaps the laft, may act
cither from momentary impulfe, or from any of the infinite
fhades and degrees of deliberation. Would you award one in-
dividual punifhment to all thefe varieties of aftion? Can you
pretend in each inftance to afcertain the exa quantity of wrong,
equivalent to each? Stri@tly fpeaking no two men were ever
guilty of the fame crime; but here comes in pofitive law with its
Procruftes’s bed, and levels all charadters, and tramples upon all
diftinétions.

Thirdly, punithment is not the appropriate mode of corredi-
ing the errors of mankind, It will probably be admitted, that
the only true end of punithment is correction. That queftion
will be difcuffed in another part of the prefeat enquiry. I have
donc fomcething, which though wrong in itfelf, I belicve to be
right ; or I have done fomething which I ufually admit to be

S 2 wrong;
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wrong ;- but my conviction upon the fubjet is not fo clear and
forcible, as to prevent my yielding to a powerful temptation,”
There can be no doubt, that the proper way of conveying to my
underftanding a truth of which I am ignorant, or of imprelling
upon me a firmer- perfuafion of a truth with which I am ac-
quainted, is by an appeal to my reafon. Even an angry expol
tulation with me upon my condu@ will but excite fimilar paf
fions in me, and cloud inftead of illuminate my underftanding,
There is certainly a way of exprefling truth, witl fuch benevo-
lence as to command attention, and fuch cvidence as to inforce

conviction in all cafes whatever.

Punifhment inevitably excites in the fufferer, and ought to
excite, a fenfe of injuftice. Let its purpofe be to convince me
of the truth of a propofition, which I at prefent believe to be
falfe. . It is not abftraGedly confidered of the nature of an argu-
ment, and therefore it cannot begin with producing conviction.
Punithment is a fpecious name, but is in reality nothing more
than force put upon one being by another who happens to be
ftronger. Now ftrength apparently does not conflitute juftice,
nor ought * might,” according to a tritc proverb, to “ overcome
right.” The cafe of punifhment, which we arc now confidering,
is the cafe of you and I differing in opinion, and your telling me
that you muft be right, fince you have a more brawny arm, or
have applied your mind more to the acquiring fkill in your

weapons than I have,
But
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“But let us fuppofe, ¢ that I am convinced of my error, but
that my conviction is fuperficial and fluGtuating, and the objet
you propofe is to render it durable and profound.” Ought it to
be thus durable and profound? There are no doubt arguments
and reafons calculated to. render it fo. Is it in reulity problema.
tical, and do you wifh by the weight of your blows to make
up for the deficiency of your logic? This can never be de-
fended.  An appeal to force muft appear to both partics, in pro-
portion to the foundnefs of their underftanding, to be a con-
feffion of imbecility. He that has recourfe to it, would have no
occafion for this expedient, if he were fufficienty acquuinted
with the powers of that truth it is his office to communicate. If
there be any man, who, in fuffering punifhment, is not conicious
of injuftice, he muft have had his mind previoufly debafed by
flavery, and his fenfe of moral right and wrong blunted by a
feries of oppreflion,

The cafe is not altered for the better, if I fuffer punithment,
not for my own correction, but for an example to others.  Upon
this fuppofition a new difliculty is introduced, refpeQing the pro-
priety of one man’s being fubjedled to pain, for the fake of im-
proving the charadter and cradicating the vices of another.
The fuffering is here alfo involuntary. Now, though will cannot
alter the nature of juftice, it muft be admitted that the voluntary
fufferer has at leaft one advantage over the involuntary, in the
conicious liberality of his purpofe. He that fuffers, not for hi

cwn
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own correction, but for the advantage of others, ftands, fo far

‘e~ a3 relates to that fuffering, in the fituation of an innocent perfon,

If the fuffering had relation to him perfonally as a vicious or
imperfeét charalter, it muft have relation to him in refpect cither
to the paft or the future, It cannot have relation to him as to
the paft, for that is concluded and beyond the reach of altera-
tion or remedy. By the fuppofition it has not relation to him

but to others as to the future,

It ought to be obferved in this place, that by innocence I do
not underftand virtue, Innocence is a fort of neutral chara&ter,
and ftands in the mid way between good and harm. Undoubtedly
it were better, that a perfon ufelefs to fociety fhould be deftroyed
than a man of eminent worth, and a perfon likely to prove in-
jurious than either. I fay likely to prove injurious ; for the
fault already committed, being irrcvocable, ought not to enter into
the account, and we have nothing to do but with the probability
of its repetition. It is in this fenfe that the fufferer ftands upon
a level with many of thofe perfons, who arc ufually denomi-

nated innocent.

It muft alfo be allowed, that there are cafesin which it is
proper that innocent men fhould fuffer for the public good. But
this is a queftion of a very delicate nature, and the fevere moralift
will be very relutant to condemn that man to dic for the be-

nefit of others, who is defirous to live.

7 As
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As to every other circumfance in the cafe of him who is Cﬁ%&{? ‘1}[

gunithed for an example to others, it remains precifely the fame “——+
as when we fuppofed him to be punifhed for his own reformation.
1t is fill an argument of the moft exceptionable nature employed
to corre the opinions of mankind. It is fill a menace of vio-
lence made ufe of to perfuade them of the truth or falthood of
a propofition. It has fittle chance of making them wife, and can

fearcely fail of making them timid, diffembling and corrupt.

Notwithftanding alt thefe obje@ions, it would be difficult to Usgency of
find a country, refpecting which we could fay, that the inhabi- the e
tants might with fafety be difmiffed from the operation of punifh-
ment. So mixed is human charaler, fo wild are its excurfions,
fo calamitous and deteftable are the errors into which it occa--
fionally falls, that fomething more than argument feems neceffary
for their fuppreflion. Human beings are fuch tyros in the art
of reafoning, that the wifeft of us often prove impotent in our
attempts, where an inflant effe@ was moft powerfully wanted.

While I ftand ftill to.reafon with the thief, the afluffin or the
oppreflor, they haften to new fcencs of devaftation, and with un--
fparing violence confound all the principles of human faciety. I
fhould obtain litte fuccefs by the abalition of punifhment, unlefs
I could at the fame time abolith thofe caufes that generzitc tempt-.
ation and make punifhiment neceflary. Meanwhile the argu-

sments already adduced may be fufficient. to fhew that punifh~
ment

is

Ao



E NN

136

BOOK IL.
CHAP. VL

~ OF THE EXERCISE

ment is always an evil, and to perfuade us never to recur to it

‘" but from the moft evident neceflity.

2. Rebedtion,

3. War,

Objé‘:i’uns.

L]

§
é

The remaining cafes in which it may feem requifite to have
recourfe to the general will of the focicty, and to fuperfede
the private judgment of individuals, are, when we are called
upon to counteract the hoftilities of an internal enemy, or to re-
pel the attacks of a foreign invader. Here as in the former in-
ftance the evils that arife from an ufurpation upon private jvudg—
ment are many and various. It is wrong that I fhould contribute
in any mode to a proceeding, a war for example, that I believe to
be unjuft, Ought I'to draw my fword, when the adverfary appears
to me to be employed in repelling a wanton aggreflion? The
cafe feems not to be at all different, if I contribute my property,
the produce it may be of my perfonal labour; though cuftom

has reconciled us to the onc rather than the other.

The confequences are a degradation of charaéter and a relaxa-
tion of principle, in the perfon who is thifs made the inftrument
of a tranfa@tion, which his judgment difapproves. In this cafe,
as has been alrcady ftated generally, the human mind is com-
prefled and unnerved, till it affords us fcarcely the femblance of
what it might otherwifc have been. And, in addition to the
gencral confiderations in fimilar cafes, it may be obferved, that

the frequent and obftinate wars which at prefent defolate the
human
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human race would be nearly extirpated, if they were fupported
only by the voluntary contributions of thofe by whom their prin-
ciple was approved.

The obje&ion, which has hitherto been permitted pratically
to fuperfede thefe reafonings, is the difficulty of condu&ing an
affair, in the fuccefs of which millions may be interefted, upon
fo precarious a fupport as that of private judgment, The men,
with whom we are ufually concerned in human fociety, are of fo
mixed a charalter, and a felf-love of the narroweft kind is fo
deeply rooted in many of them, that it feems nearly unavoidable
upon the fcheme of voluntary contribution, that the moft gene-
rous would pay a very ample proportion, while the mean and
avaricious, though they contributed nothing, would come in for
their full fhare of the benefit. He that would reconcile a perfet
freedom in this refpe® with the intereft of the whole, ought
to propofe at the fame time the means of extirpating felfithnefs
and vice,. How far fuch a propofal is feafible will come hereafter
to be confidered.
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good, and to control the aéts of the individual by an att to be
performed in the name of the whole. It is thercfore an intereft-
ing enquiry to afcertain in what manner fuch alts are to be
originated, or in other words to afcertain the foundation of po-
litical government,

There are three h);pothefes that have been principally main-
tained upon this fubjedt. Firft, the fyflem of force, according
to which it is affirmed,  that, inafmuch as it is neceffary that the
great mals of mankind fhould be held under the fubjeion of
compulfory reftraint, there can be no other criterion of that re-
ftraint, than the power of the individuals who lay claim to its
exetcife, the foundation of which power exifts in the unequal
degrees, in which corporal firength and intelleGtual fagacity are
diftributed among mankind.”

There is 2 fecond clafs of reafoners, who deduce the origin of
all government from divine right, and affirm, ¢ that, as men de-
rived their exiftence from an infinite creator at firft, fo are they
ftill fubje to his providential care, and of confequence owe alle-
glance to their civil governors, as to a power which he has
thought fit to fet over them.” =

The third fyftem is that which has been moft vfually main-
tained by the friends of equality and juftice ; the fyftem accord-
ing to which the individuals of any fociety are fuppofed to have

entered



POLITICAL WRITERS.
entered into a contra® with their governors or with each other,

and which founds the rights of government in the confent of
the governed,

The two firft of thefe hypothefes may eafily be difmiffed.
That of force appears to proceed upon the total negation of ab-
ftract and immutable jultice, affirming every government to be
right, that is poffefled of power fufficient to inforce its decrees.
It puts a violent termination upon all political fcience; and
{eems intended to perfuade men, to fit down quictly under their
prefent difadvantages, whatever they may be, and not exert them-
felves to difcover a remedy for the evils they fuffer. The fecond
hypothefis is of an equivocal nature. It either coincides with
the firft, and affirms all exifting power to be alike of divine de-
tivation; or it muft remain totally ufelefs till a criterion can be
found, to diftinguifh thofe governments which are approved by
God, from thofe which cannot lay claim to that fan&ion, ‘The
criterion of patriarchal defcent will be of no avail, till the true
claimant and rightful heir can be difcovered. If we make utility
and juftice the teft of God's approbation, this hypothefis will be
liable to little objection ; but then on the other hand little will
be-gained by it, fince thofe who have not introduced divine
Tight into the argument, will yet readily grant, that a government
which can be fhewn to be agreeable to utility and juftice, is a
rightful government,

The
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%%)Iﬁ,.ug- The third hypothefis demands a more careful cxamination, If
‘=~=—"any error have infinuated itfelf into the fupport of truth, it be-
comes of particular confequence to detet it. Nothing can be of
more importance, than to feparate prejudice and miftake on the
one hand, from reafon and demonftration on the other, Where-
ever they have been confounded, the caufe of truth muft necef-
farily be a fufferer. That caufe, fo far from being injured by the
diffolution of the unnatural alliance, may be expecled to derive

' from that diffolution an eminent degree of profperity and luftre.

CHAPY.
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QUERIES PROPOSED+—WHO ARE THE CONTRACTING PAR-
TIES ?—~WHAT 1S THE FORM OF ENGAGEMENT !—OVER
HOW LONG A PERIOD DOES THE CONTRACT EXTEND fom
TO HOW GREAT A VARIETY OF PROPOSITIONS?—CAN IF
EXTEND TO LAWS HEREAFTER TO BE MADE?—~ADDRESSES
OF ADHESION CONSIDERED,—POWER OF A MAJORITY.

PON the firft ftatement of the {yftem of a focial contra

various difficulties prefent themfelves. Who are the parties
to this contrat? For whom did they confent, for themfelves
only or for others 2 For how long a time is this contra to be
confidered as binding? If the confent of every individual be
neceflary, in what manner is that confent to be given? Is it
to be tacit, or declared in exprefs terms ?

Little will be gained for the caufe of equality and jultice, if
our anceftors, at the firft inftitution of government, had a right
indeed of choofing the fyftem of regulations under which they
thought proper to live, but at the fame time could barter away
the underftandings and independence of all that came after them
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to the lateft pofterity. But, if the contradt muft be renewed in
cach fucceflive geheratiou, what periods muft be fixed on for
that purpofe?  And if Ibe obliged to fubmit to the cftablithed
governmene till my turn comes to affent to it, upon what prine
ciple is that obligation founded? Surely not upon the contrat
into which my father cntered before [ was born ?

Secondly, what is the nature of the confent, in confequence
of which I am to be reckoned the fubjet of any particular go-
vernment ? It is ufually faid,  that acquiefcence is fufficient;
and that this acquiefcence is to be inferred from my living
quietly under the proteCtion of the laws.” But if this be true,
an end is as effeCtually put to all political fcience, all diferimina-
tionr of better and worfe, as by any fyftem invented by the moft

flavifh fycophant that ever exifted. Upon this hypothefis every
government that is quietly fubmitted to is a lawful government,
whether it be the ufurpation of Cromwel or the tyranny of Cali-
gula. Acquiefcence is frequently nothing more than a choice on the
part of the individual of what he deems the leaft evil. In many
cafes it is not fo much as this, fince the peafant and the artifan,
who form the bulk of a nation, however diffatisfied with the
government of their country, fellom have it in their power to
tranfport themfelves to another. It is alfo to be obferved upon
the fyftem of acquicfcence, that it is in little agreement with the
eftablithed opinions and pradtices of mankind, Thus what has

been called the Jaw of nations, lays leaft ftrefs upon the allegiance
S of
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of 3 foreigner fettling among us, though his acquiefeence is cer- %%Oﬁ}g
tainly molt complete; while natives removing into an unin- ‘“~———’
habited region are claimed by the mother country, and removing
into a neighbouring territory are punifhed by municipal law, if
they take arms againft the country in which they were born.
Now furely acquiefcence can fearcely be conftrued into confent,
while the individuals concerned are wholly unapprifed of the

futhority intended to be refted upon it, *

Mr. Locke, the great champion of the dodtrine of an original
contral, has been aware of this diﬁicultﬁr, and therefore obferves,
that “a tacit confent indeed obliges a man to obey the laws of
gny government, as long as he has any poffeffions, or enjoyment
of any part of the dominions of that government ; but nothing
can make a man a member of the commonwealth, but his
adally entering into it by pofitive engagement, and exprefs
promife and compadt. 1 A fingular diftincion ; implying upon
the face of it, that an acquielcence, fuch as has juft been de-
feribed, is fufficient to render a man amcnable to the penal ye-
gulations of fociety ; but that his own confent is ncceffary to
entitle him to its privileges,

A third objeéiion to the focial contrad will fuggef itfclf, as
{oon as we attempt to afcertain the extent of the obligation, even

Over how
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1 Trcatife of Government. Book XL Ch. viii. §. 119, 122,
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fuppofing it to have been entered into in the moft folemn mans-
ner by every member of the community. Allowing. that [ am.
called upon, at the period of my coming of age for example, to:
declare my affent or diffent to any fyftem of opinions or any-
code of practical inflitutes ; for how long a period does this de--
claration bind me? Am I precluded from better information for-
the whole courfe of my life? And, if not for my whole life,.
why for a year, a week or even an hour? If my deliberate
judgment or my real fentiment be of no avail in the cafe, in
what fenfc can it be affirmed that all lawful government is.
founded in my confent?

But the queftion of time is not the enly difficulty. If yoir:
demand my affent to any propofition, it is neceffary that the:
propofition {hould be flated fimply and clearly. So numerous.
are the varieties of human underftanding, in all cafes where its.
mdependence and integrity are fufficicntly preferved, that there:
is little chance of any two men coming to a precife agreement-
about ten fucceflive propofitions that are in their own nature
open to debate. 'What then can be more abfurd than to prefent
to me the laws of England in fifty volumes folio, and call upon:
me to give an honeft and uninfluenced vote upon their whole:
contents at once ?

But the focial contra®, confidered as the foundation of civil’
government, requires more of me than this. I am not only
obliged
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-obliged to confent to all the laws that are aGtually upon record,
but to all the laws that fhall hereafter be made, It was under
this view of the fubject, that Rouffeau, in tracing the con-
fequences of the focial contract, was led to affert, that “ the great
body of the people, in whom the fovereign authority refides,
<an neither delegate nor refign it. The effence of that authe-
rity,” headds, “is the general will ; and will cannot be repre-
fented, Tt muft either be the fame or another ; there is no
alternative, The deputics of the people cannot be its reprefen-
tatives ; they are merely its attorneys. 'The laws, that the com-
munity does not ratify in perfon, are no laws, -are nullitics,*”

The difficulty here ftated has been endeavoured to be provided
againft by fome late advocates for liberty, in the way-of .addrefles
of adhefion; addreffes, originating in the various diftri@s and
departments of a nation, and without which no regulation of
«conflitutional importance is to be deemed valid. But this is a
very inadequate and fuperficial remedy. The addreflers of courfe
have feldom any other remedy than that above deferibed, of ine

* ¢ La fouveraineté ne pewt Etve reprofentée, par Ia méme vaifor qutelle ne peut étre
-alienée ; elle confifte cffnticllement dans la velonté généraley et la volonté we fi repre-
Jente point ¢ elle oft la iémey oue clle ft antre ; il Wy a point de-milicwu.  Les dputés du
peuple ne funt done paint fes reprefentans, ils ne font que fos commiffaives 3 ile ne peuvent

rien conclure definitivement. Toute et que le peuple en perfonne n'a pas ratifide, off
atlle ; ce w'eft point une bui” D Gontrad Social. Liv, TIL, Chap, xv,
U2 dilcriminate
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OF THE SOCIAL CONTRACT.
difcriminate admiffion or rejeCtion, There is an infinite differs
ence between the firft deliberation, and the fubfequent exercife:
of a negative, - The former is a real power, the latter is feldomy
more than the thadow of a power. Not to add, that addrefles
are a moft. precarious and equivocal mode of colleting the fenfe ‘
of a nation. ‘They are ufually voted in a tumultuous and fum-
mary manner ; they are carricd along by the tide of party ; and:
the fignatures annexed to them are obtained by indire® and ac-
cidental methods, while multitudes of byftanders, unlefs upon
fome extraordinary occafion, remain ignomant of or indifferent
to the tranfaction.

Laftly, if government be founded in theconfent of the people;.
it can have no power over any individual by whom that confent
is refufed. If a tacit confent be not fufficiént; ftill lefs can I be
deemed to have confented to a meafure vpon' which I put aw
exprefs negative. This immediately follows from the obfervas
tions of Rouffeau: If the people, or the individuals of whom
the people is conftituted, cannot delegate their authority to a re«
prefentative ; neither can any individual delegate his authority
to a majority, in an aflfembly of which he is himfelf a member.
The rules by which my actions fhall be direCted-are matters of a
confideration entirely perfonal; and” no man can- transfer to
another the keeping of his confcience and the judging of his
duties. But this brings us back to the point from which we fet

out,
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out. No confent of ours can diveft us of our moral capacity. g%‘;“%q{‘
This is a fpecies of property which we can neither barter nor ‘v~
refign ; and of confequence it is impoffible for any government

to derive its authority from an original contract.

CHAP



CHAP IH
OF PROMISES,

"FUE VALIDITY OF PROMISES EXAMINED.~SHEWN TO BE IN-
CONSISTENT WITH JUSTICE.—TO BE FOREIGN TO THE
GENERAL GOOD,~—OF THE EXPECTATION EXCITED~~THE
FULFILLING EXPECTATION DOES NOT IMPLY THE VALI«

DITY OF A PROMISE,~~CONCLUSION,
JooL . HE whole principle of an original contra& proceeds upon

ofpromif:s promifes. The reafoning upon which it is founded is, « that we
«cxamincd,

the obligation under whicl we are placed to obferve our

have promifed obedience to government, and therefore are bound
to obey.” It may confequently be proper to enquire into the na«
ture of this obligation to obferve our promifes,

Shewn to be We have already eftablifhed juftice as the fum of mczra‘l and
with jullice:  political duty. Is juftice then in its own nature precarious or
immutable? Surely immutable. As long as men are men, the
conduét I am bound to obferve refpecting them muft remain the
fame. A good man muft always be the proper object of my
fupport and cooperation ; vice of my cenfure; and the vicious

man of inftruétion and reform.

1 What

~ wme .



OF PROMISES, 3
‘What is it then to which the obligation of a promife applics ? 3{1’&{( ’lﬁ
‘What L have promifed is either right, or wrong, or indifferent, ‘———-—*
There are few articles of human condut that fall under the latter
clafs ; and the greater fhall be our improvements in moral feience
the fewer ftill will they appear. Omitting thefe, let us then con-
fider only the two preceding claffes.. “ I have promifed to do
fomething juft and right.” This certainly I ought to perform.
Why ? Not becaufe I promifed, but becaufe juftice preferibes it,
“ L have promifed to beflow a fum of money upon fome good and
refpetable purpofe. In the interval between the promife and
my fulfilling it, a greater and nobler purpofe offers itfclf, and
calls with an imperious voice for my cooperation.”” Which
ought I to prefer? That which beft -deferves my preference,
A promife can make no alteration in the cafe. I ought to be guid-
ed by the intrinfic merit of the objes, and not by any external
and foreign confideration.. No engagements of mine can change
their intrinfic claims..

All this muft be exceedingly plain to the reader who has follow-
ed me in my early reafonings upon the nature of juflice. If every
thilling of our property, every hour of our time and every faculty
of our mind, have already reccived their deftination from the prin--
ciples of immutable juftice, . promifes have no department left up--
on which for them to decides Juftice it appears therefore ought
to be done, whether we have promifed it or not.  If we difcover
any thing to be unjuft, we ought to abftain from it, with what-

cver
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OF PROMISES.
ever folemnity we have engaged for its pefpetrafion.. We were

erroncous and vicious when the promife was made; but this
atfords no fufficient reafon for its performance.

But it will be faid, « if promifes be not made, or when made
be not fullilled, how can the affairs of the world be carried on »
By rational and intelligent beings alting as if they were rational
and intelligent. A promife would perhaps be fufficiently inno-
cent, if it were underftood merely as declaratory of intention, and
not as precluding farther information, Even in this reftrained
fenfe however it is far from being generally meceflary. Why
fhould it be fuppofed that the affairs of the world would not go
on fufficiently well, though my neighbour could no farther de-
pend upon my afliftance ‘than it appeared rational to grant it?
This would be a fufficient dependence if I were honeft, nor
would heif he were honeft defire any thing more. If I were
difhoneft, if I could not be bound by the reafon and juftice of
the cafe, it would afford him a flender additional dependence to
call in the aid of a principle founded in prejudice and miftake :
not to fay, that, let it afford ever fo great advantage in any par-
ticular cafe, the evil of the immoral precedent would outweigh

the individual advantage.

It may be farther objected,  that this principle might be fuf-
ficiently fuited to a better and more perfect ftate of fociety, but

that at prefent there are difhoneft members of the community,
who
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‘who will not perforin their duty, if they be not bound to it by
Yome grofler motive, than the mere moral confideration.” Be
it fo. This is a queftion altogether different from that we have
been examining. We are not now enquiring whether the com-
munity ought to animadvert upon the crrors of its members.
This animadverfion the upright man is not backward to encoun-
ter, and willingly rifks the penalty, which the focicty (for the
fociety is more competent to afeertain the juft amount of the
penalty than ‘the preceding caprice of the parties) has awarded
in cafes apparently fimilar, if he conceive that his duty requircs
from him that rifk, '

But to return to the cafe of promifes. I fhall be told, that,

“ in choofing between two purpofes about which to cmploy my
money, my time or my talents, my promife may make an effcn-
tial difference, and therefore having once been given ought to
be fulfilled. The party to whom it was made has had expecta-
tions excited in him, which I ought not to difappoint ; the party
to whom Iam under no engagement has no fuch difappoint-
ment to encountcr.” What is this tendernefs to which I am
bound, this expectation I muft not dare to difappoint ! An cx-
peQtation that I fhould do wrong, that I fhould prefer a lefs good
to a greater, that I fhould commit abfolute evil ; for fuch muft be
the refult when the balance has been ftruck,  “ But his expecta-
tion has altered the nature of his fituation, has engaged him in
X under-
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OF PROMISES

undertzkings from which he would otherwife have abftained.”
Be it fo. He and all other men will be taught to depend more
upon their own exertions, and lefs upon the afliftance of others,
which caprice may refufe, or juftice oblige me to withhold, He
and all others will be taught to acquire fuch merit, and to en-
gage in fuch purfuits, as fhall oblige every honeft man to come
to their fuccour, if they fhould ftand in need of affiftance. The-
refolute execution of juftice, without liftening to that falle pity,,
which, to do imaginary kindnefs to one, would led us to injure:
the whole, would in a thoufand ways increafe the independence,

the energies and the virtue of mankind,

Let us however fuppofe,  that my conduct ought to be in-
fluenced by this previous expecation of the individual” Let
us fuppofe,  that, in fele@ing an individual for a certain office,
my choice ought not to be governed merely by the abftract fitnefs
of the candidates, but that I ought to take into the account the
estreme value of the appointment from certain circumftances to
one of the candidates, and its comparative inutility to the other.”
Let us farther fuppofe, * that the expecation excited in one of
them has led him into ftudiés and purfuits to qualify himfelf for
the office, which will be ufelefs if he do not fucceed to it ; and
that this is one of the confiderations which ought to govern my
determination.”—All this does not come up to what we have been
taught refpecting the obligation of a promife,

% For,
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- For, firft, it may be obferved, that it feems to be of little con-
fequence in this ftatement, whether the expeftation were excited
by a diret promife or in fome other manner, whether it were
excited by a declaration of mine or of a third perfon, or laftly,
whether it arofe fingly out of the reafon of the cafe and the pure
dedu@ions and refletions of the expe@er’s mind. Upon every
one of thefe fuppofitions his condu&, and the injury he may
fuftain from a difappointment, will remain the fame, IHere then
all that has been commonly underfiood by the obligation of a
promife is excluded. The motive to be attended to, flows from
no folemn engagement of mine, but from an incidental confe-
quence of my declaration, and which might juft as cafily have
been the confequence of many other circumflances. The con«
fideration by which it becomes me to be influenced is; not a re-
gard for veracity, or a particular defire to preferve my integrity,
both of which are in reality wholly unconcerncd in the tranfac-
tion, but an attention to the injury to be fuftained by the lofing
candidate, whatever might be the original occafion of the conduct

out of which the injury has proceeded.

Let us take an example of a flill fimpler nature, I live in
‘Weftminfter ; and I engage to meet the captain of a fhip from
Blackwal at the Royal Exchange. My cngagement is of the
nature of information to him, that I fhall be at the Exchange at
a certain hour.  Fle accordingly lays afide his other bufinefs,
and comes thither to meet me,”  This is a reafon why I fhould!

X2 not
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not fail him unlefs for fome very material caufe. But it would
feem as if the reafon why I thould not fail him would be equally
cogent, if I knew from any other fource that he would be there,
and that a quantity of convenience e*qual to the quantity upon the
former fuppofition would accrue from my mecting him, It may
be faid, * that it is effential to various circumftances of human in-
tercourfe, that we fhould be able to depend on each other for a
fteady adherence to engagements of this fort.” The ftatement
however would be fomewhat more accurate if we faid, *that it
was effential to various circumftances of human intercourfe, that
we fhould be known to beftow a fteady attention upon the
quantities of convenience or inconvenience, of good or evil, that
might arife to others from our condu&.”

It is undoubtedly upon this hypothefis a part of our duty
to make as few promifes or declarations exciting appropriate
expetations as poflible. He who lightly gives to another the
idea that he will govern himfelf in his future: condué, not by
the views that fhall be prefent to his mind when the condu&
fhall come to be determined on, but by the view he fhall be able
to take of it at fome preceding period, is vicious in fo doing.
But the obligation he is under refpe@ing his future conduct is, to
a& juftly, and not, becaufe he has committed one error, for that
reafon to become guilty of a fecond.
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OF POLITICAL AUTHORITY.

COMMON DELIBERATION THE TRUE FOUNDATION OF GO«
VERNMENT~~PROVED. FROM THE EQUAL CLAIMS OF
MANKIND—FROM. THE NATURE OF OUR FACULTIES—
FROM THE. OBJECT OF GOVERNMENT—FROM THE EF-
FECTS OF COMMON DELIBERATION,~~DELEGATION VIN«
DICATED.—DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE DOCTRINE HERE
MAINTAINED AND THAT OF A SOCIAL CONTRACT AP-
PARENT—FROM THE MERELY PROSPECTIVE NATURE OF
THE FORMER=—FROM THE NULLITY OF PROMISES—~FROM
THE FALLIBILITY OF DELIBERATION.-—CO&CLUS!ON.

" WAVING rejected the hypothefes that have moft gencrally

< ' .
been adduced to account for the origin of government
confiftently with the principles of moral juftice, let us enquire
whether we may not arrive at the fame objedt, by a fimple in-
veftigation of the obvious reafon of the cafe, without having re-

courfe to any refinement of fyftem or fidtion of procefs.

Government then being introduced for the reafons already
affigned, the firft and moft important principle that can be ima-
gined relative to its form and ftruGure, feems to be this; that, as

government
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government is a tranfaltion in the name and for the benefit of
the whole, every member of the community ought to have fome
fhate in its adminiftration, The arguments in fupport of this
propofition are various.

1. It has already appeared that there is no criterion perfpicuoufly
defignating any one man or fet of men to prefide over the reft,

2, All men are partakers of the common faculty reafon, and may
be fuppofed to have fome communication with the common pre-
ceptor truth, It would be wrong in an affair of fuch momen-
tous concern, that any chance for additional wifdom fhould be
reje@ed ; nor can we tell in many cafes till after the experiment
how eminent any individual may one day be found in the bufi-
nefs of guiding and deliberating for his fellows.

3. Government is a contrivance inftituted for the fecurity of in«
dividuals; and it feems both reafonable that each man fhould’
have a fhare in providing for his own fecurity, and probable that
partiality and cabal fhould by this means be moft effeGtually
excluded.

4 Laftly, to give each mana voice in the public concerns comes
neareft to that admirable idea of which we fhould never lofe
fight, the uncontrolled exercife of private judgment.  Each man

would thus be infpired with a confcioufnefs of his own import-
ance,
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fence of an imagined fuperior would be unknown, et

Adnmitting then the propriety of each man having a fhare in
direGing the affairs of the whole in the firft inflance, it feems
neceflary that he thould concur, in electing a houfe of reprefenta-
tives, if he be the member of a large flate; or, even in a fmall
one, that he thould affift in the appointment of officers and ad-
miniftrators ; which implies, firft, a delegation of authority te
thefe officers, and, fecondly, a tacit confent, or rather an admiffion
of the neceffity, that the quefhons to be debated fhould abide
the decifion of a majority.

But to this fyftem of delegation the fame objeCtions may be E;};l%:;gﬂ
urged, that were cited from Roufleau in the chapter of the Social
Contrat. It may be alleged that, « if it be the bufinefs of every
man to cxercife his own judgment, he can in no inftance fur-

render this fun&ion into the hands of another.”

To this objetion it may be anfwered, firft, that the parallel is
by no means complcte between an individual’s exercife of his
judgment in a cafe that is truly his own, and his exercife of his
judgment in an article where the neceflity and province of go-
-vernment arc already admitted, 'Wherever there is a government,
there muft bea will fuperfeding that of individuals, It is abfurd

to
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to-expect that every mgthber of a fociety fhould agree with every

‘- other member in the various meafures it may be found neceflary

to adopt. 'The fame neceffity, that requires the introduction of
force to fupprefs injuflice on the part of a few, requires that the
fentiments of the majority fhould dire&t that force, and that the
minority thould either fecede, or patiently wait for the period
when the truth on the fubje@t contefted fhall be generally un-
derftood.

Secondly, delegation is not, as at firft fight it might appear to
be, the act of one man committing to another a funétion, which
firictly fpeaking it became him to exercife for himfelf, Delega-
tion, in every inftance in which it can be reconciled with Jjuftice,
is an a€t which has for its obje&t the general. good, The indivi-
duals to whom the delegation is made, are cither more likely
from talents or leifure to perform the function in the moft eligi-
hle manner, or at leaft there is fome public intereft requiring that
it thould be performed by one or.a few perfons, rather than by
every individual for himfelf. ‘This is the cafe, whether in that
firft and fimpleft-of all delegations the prerogative of a majority,
or in the eleion of a houfe of reprefentatives, or in the appoint~
ment of public officers, Now all conteft as to the perfon who
fhall exercife a certain function, and the propriety of refigning
it, is frivolous, thc moment it is decided how”and by whom it

can moft advantagcoully be cxercifed, It is of no confequence
that
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that I 'am the parent of a child, when it has once been afcertain-

ed that the child will reccive greater benefit by living under the
fuperintendence of a ftranger.

Laftly, it is a miftake to imagine that the propriety of reftrain-
ing me when my condu& is injurious, rifes out of any delegation
of mine, The juftice of employing force when every other
means was infufficient, is even prior to the exiftence of focicty.
Force ought never to be reforted to but in cafes of abfolute ne-
ceflity ; and, when fuch cafes occur, it is the duty of every man
to defend himfelf from violation. There is thercfore no delega-
tion neceffary on the part of the offender ; but the community
in the cenfure it exercifes over him ftands in the place of the in-
jured party,

It may perhaps by fome perfons be imagined, that the dorine
here delivered of the juftice of proceeding in common concerns
by a common deliberation, is nearly coincident with that other
do@rine which teaches that all lawful government derives its
authority from a focial contra®. Let us confider what is the
true difference between them.

In the firft place, the do&rine of common deliberation is of a
profpective, and not a retrofpedive nature. Is the queftion re-
fpecting fome future meafure to be adopted in behalf of the
community ! Here the obligation to deliberate in common pre-

Y {ents
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fents itfelf, as eminently to be preferred to every other mode of
deciding upon the interefts of the whole. Is the queftion
whether [ thall yicld obedience to any meafure already promul
gated ! Here I have nothing to do with the confideration of
how the meafure originated ; unlefs perhaps in a country where
common deliberation has in fome fort been admitted as a ftand-
ing principle, and where the obje& may be to refift an innova-
tion upon this principle. In the cafe of fhip money under king
Charles the firft, it was perhaps fair to refift the tax, even fup-
pofing it to be abftractedly a good one, upon account of the au-
thority impofing it; though that reafon might be infufficient, in

a country unufed to reprefentative taxation,

Exclufively of this confideration, no meafure is to be refifted
on account of the irregularity of its derivation. If it be juft, it
is entitled both to my chearful fubmiffion and my zealous fup-
port. So far as it is deficient in juftice, I am bound to refift.
My fituation in this refpet is in no degree different from what
it was previoufly to all organifed government, Juftice was at
that time entitled to my affent, and injuftice to my difapproba-
tion, They can never ceafe to have the fame claims upon me,
till they fhall ceafe to be diftinguithed by the fame unalterable
properties. The mealure of my refiftance will however vary
with circumftances, and therefore will demand from us a fepa-
rate cxamination.

Sccondly,
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-Secondly, the diftintion between the docirine here advanced
and that of a focial contraé will be better underftood, if we re-
colle&t what has been faid upon the nature and validity of pro-
mifes, If promife be in all cafes a fullacious mode of binding a
man to a fpecific mode of adtion, then muft the argument be in
all cafes impertinent, that I confented to fuch a decifion, and am
thercfore bound to regulate myfelf accordingly. It is impoflible
to imagine a principle of more injurious tendency, than that
which fhall teach me to difarm my future wifdom by my paft
folly, and to confult for my diretion the errors in which my ig-
norance has involved me, rather than the code of eternal truth,
So far as confent has any validity, abftra& juftice becomes a
matter of pure indifference ; fo far as juftice deferves to be made
the guide of my life, it is in vain to cndeavour to fhare its au-
thority with compadis and promifes,

We have found the parallel to be in one refpet incomplete
between the exercife of thefe two functions, private judgment
and common deliberation. In another refpe the analogy is
exceedingly ftriking, and confiderable perfpicuity will be given
to our ideas of the latter by an illuftration borrowed from the
former. In the one cafc as in the other there is an obvious
principle of juftice in favour of the general exercife. No indi~
vidual can arrive at any degree of moral or intclle@tual improve-
ment, unlefs in the ufe of an independent judgment. No flate

Y2 can
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can be well or happily adminiftered, unlefs'in the perpetual ufe
of common deliberation refpecting the meafures it may be requi~
fite to adopt.  But, though the general exercife of thefe faculties
be founded in immutable juftice, juftice will by no means uni-
formly vindicate the particular application of them. Private
judgment and public deliberation are not themfelves the ftandard
of moral right and wrong ; they are only the means of difco-
vering right and wrong, and of comparing particular propofi-
tions with the ftandard of eternal truth,

Too much firefs has undoubtedly been laid upon the idea, asof
a grand and magnificent fpectacle, of a nation deciding for itfelf
upon fome great public principle, and of the higheft magiftracy
yielding its claims when the general voice ‘has pronounced.
The value of the whole muft at laft depend upon the quality of
their decifion. Truth cannot be made more true by the number
of its votaries. Nor is the [peCtacle much lefs interefting, of a
folitary individual bearing his undaunted teftimony in favour of
juftice, though oppofed by mifguided millions, Within certain
timirs however the beauty of the exhibition muft be acknow-
ledged. ‘That a nation fhould dare to vindicate its funéion: of
common deliberation, is a fep gained, and a ftep that inevitably
leads to an improvement of the charadter of individuals, That
men fhould unite in the affertion of truth, is no unpleafing evi-
dence of their virtue.  Laftly, that an individual, however great

may
¢



OF POLITICAL AUTHORITY. 165

s POOK TIL
CHAP, V.

perfonal pretenfions to the fenfe of the community, at leaft S———

may be his imaginary elevation, fhould be obliged to yicld hi
bears the appearance of a practical confirmation of the great

principle, that all private confiderations muft yield to the gene~
ral good,

CIAl
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SOCIETY CAN DECLARE AND INTERPRET, BUT CANNOT
ENACT~ITS AUTHORITY ONLY EXECUTIVE.

%(])&1% u. HAVING thus far inveftigated the nature of political func.
e e tions, it feems neceffary that fome explanation fhould be
given in this place upon the fubje& of legiflation. Who is it that
has the authority to make laws ? What are the chara&eriftics by
which that man or body of men is to be known, in whom the

faculty is vefted of legiflating for the reft?

Society can To thefe queftions the anfwer is exceedingly fimple: Legifla-
L’;ﬁ:;{,’{";;,l’&‘ tion, as it has been ufually underftood, is not an affair of human
competence. Reafon is the only legiflator, and her decrees

are irrevocable and uniform. The funiions of focicty extend,

not to the making, but the interpreting of law ; it cannot decree,

it can only declare that, which the nature of things has already

decreed, and the propriety of which irrefiftibly flows from the
circumftances of the cafe. Montefquieu fays, that “in a free

3 ftate
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ftate every man will be his own legifator *,”  This is not true,
fetting apart the fun@ions of the community, unlefs in the
limited fenfe already explained, It is the office of confcience to
determine, “ not like an Afiatic cadi, according to the ebbs and
flows of his own paflions, but like a Britith judge, who makes
no new law, but faithfully declares that law which he finds al-
ready writtent.”

The fame diftinétion is to be made upon the fubjeé of autho-
rity.  All political power is firictly fpeaking exccutive. It has
appeared to be necefary, with refpedt to men as we at prefent
find them, that force fhould fometimes be employed in reprefling
injuftice ; and for the fame reafons it appears that this force
fhould as far as poffible be vefted in the community. To the
public fupport of juftice therefore the authority of the commu-
nity extends. But no fooner does it wander in the fmallet
degree from the great linc of juftice, than its authority is at an
end, it flands upon a level with the obfeureft individual, and
every man is bound to refift its decifions.

% Dans un état libre, tout homme qui off cenfi avoir une ame libre, dait itre gonver-

né par lui-néme Efprit des Lgivy Liv, X1, Chovis

4 Sterne’s Sermons.— On a Good Confcience.”
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CHAP VI

OF OBEDIENCE.

OBEDIENCE NOT THE CORRELATIVE OF AUTHORITY.,~NO
MAN BOUND TO YIELLD OBEDIENCE TO ANOTHER,—CASE
OF SUBMISSION CONSII)ERED.-—-FOUNDATION OF OBEDI~
ENCE,—USEFULNESS OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATION.—CASE
OF CONFIDENCE CONSIDERED,~~IT$ LIMITATIONS.— MI$~
CHIEF OF UNLIMITED CONFIDENCE.—SUBJECTION EX-
PLAINED.

AVING enquired into the juft and legitimate fource of

authority, we will next turn our aftention to what has
ufually been confidered as its correlative, obedience. This has
always been found a fubjec of peculiar difficulty, as well in re-
lation to the meafure and extent of obedience, as to the fource
of our obligation to obey.

The true folution will probably be found in the obfervation
that obedience is by no means the proper cortelative, The obe
Je& of government, as has been alrcady demonfirated, is the
exertion of force. Now force can never be regarded as an ap-
peal to the underflanding ; and therefore obedience, which is an

act



OF OBEDIENCE Gg1
aé& of the underflanding or will, can have no legitimate connec- R
tion with it. Tam bound to fubmit to juftice and truth, bew ‘“=———r
caufe they approve themfelves to my judgment, I am bound to
co-operate with government, as far as it appears to me to coin-
cide with thefe principles, But I fubmit to government when I

think it erroneous, merely becaufe I have no remedy.

No truth can be more fimple, at the fame time that no truth 'No man
huund to

has been more darkened by the glofles of interefted individuals, yield obedi.
Chce to

than that one man can in no cafe be bound to yicld obedience another.

to any other man or fet of men upon carth,

There is one rule to which we are univerfally bound to con-
form ourfelves, juftice, the treating cvery man precifely as his
ufefulnefs and worth demand, the aGing under cvery circum-
flance in the manner that fhall procure the greateft quantity of
-general good. When we have done thus, what province is there
left to the difpofal of obedience ?

I am fummoned to appear before the magiftrate to anfwer g:g();rfzf)i
for a libel, an imaginary crime, an a& which perhaps I am con- dred.
vinced ought in no cafe to fall under the animadverfion of law,

1 comply with this fummons, My compliance proceeds, perhaps
from a conviction that the arguments I fhall exhibit in the court
form the beft refiftance I can give to his injuftice, or perhaps

Z from
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OF OBEDIENCL
from perceiving that my non-compliance would ftivoloufly and

without real ufe interrupt the public tranquillity,

A quaker refules to pay tithes, He thercfore {uffers a tithe
proctor to diftrain upon his goods, In this ation morally {peak~
ing he docs wrong. ‘The diftinQlion he mukcs is the argument
of @ mind that delights in trifles, That which will be taken from
me by force, it is no breach of morality to deliver with my own
hand. The moncy which the robber extorts from me, I do not
think it neceflary to oblige him to take from my perfon, If I
walk quietly to the gallows, this does not imply my confent to

be hanged,

In all thefe cafes there is a clear diftinGtion between my com-
pliance with juftice and my compliance with injuftice. -I con-
form to the principles of juftice, becaufe I perceive them to be
intrinfically and unalterably right, 1 yicld to injuftice, though I
perceive that to which I yield to be abftractedly wrong, and
only choofe the leaft among inevitable evils,

The cale of volition, as it is commonly termed, feems paralict
to that of intellett. You prefent a certain propofition to my
mind, to which you requive my affent, If you accompany the
propefition with evidence calewlated to fhew the agreement be-

tween the terms of which it contifls, you may obtain my affent.
1 If
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If you accompany the propofition with authority, telling me
that you have examined it and find it to be tue, that thoufands
of wife and difinterefted men have admitted it, that angels or
Gods have aflirmed it, I may aflent to your authority; but,
with refpect to the propofition itfelf, ny underfanding of its
rcafonablencfs, my perception of that in the propofition which
ftrictly fpeaking conftitutes its truth or its falfhood, remain jufl
as they did. I believe fomething clfe, but I do not believe the

propofition,

Juft fo in morals. I may be perfuaded of the propricty of
yielding compliance to a requifition the juftice of which I can.
not difcern, as I may be perfuaded to yield compliance to a re-
quifition which I know to be unjuft. But ncither of thefe
requifitions is ftri@ly fpcaking a proper fubje&t of obedience.
Obcdience feems rather to imply the unforced choice of the
mind and affent of the judgment.  But the compliance I yicld
to government, independently of my approbation of its mea-
fures, is of the fame fpecies as my compliance with a wild beaft,
that forces me to run north, when my judgment and inclination

prompted me to go fouth,

But, though morlity in its purcft conftrullion alrogether
excludes the idea of onc mar’s yielding obedience to another,
yet the greateft benefits will refult from mutual communicarion,
‘There is farcely any man, whoie communications will not

YA fomg-
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"OF OBEDIENCE.
fometimes enlighten my judgment and redify my conduct. But
the perfons to whom it becomes me to pay particular attention
in this refped, arc not fuch as may exercife any particular
magiftracy, but fuch, whatever may be their ftation, as are
wifer or better informed in any relpet than myfelf.

There arc two ways in which a man wifer than myfelf may
be of ufe to me; by the communication of thofe arguments
by which he is convinced of the truth of the judgments he has
formed; and by the communication of the judgments them-
felves independent of argument. 'This laft is of ufe only in rc-
fpect to the narrownefs of our own underftandings, and the time
that might be requifite for the acquifition of a fcience of which
we are at prefent ignorant, On this account I am not to be
blamed, if I employ a builder to conftrut me a houfe, or a
mechanic to fink me a well ; nor fhould I be liable to blame,
if I worked in perfon under their direétion. In this cafe, not
having opportunity or ability to acquire the fcience mylelf, I
truft to the fcience of another. I choofe from the deliberation
of my own judgment the end to be purfued; I am convinced
that the end is good and commendable; and, having done this,
I commit the feletion of means to a perfon whofe qualifications
are fuperior to my own. The confidence repofed in this in-
flance is precifely of the nature of dclegation in general. No
term furely can be more unapt than that of obedience, to exprefs
our duty towards the overfeer we have appointed in our affairs.

3 Similar
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Similar to the confidence I repofe in a fkilful mechanic is the
attention which ought to be paid to the commander of an army.
It is my duty in the firft place to be fatisfied of the goodnef$ of
the caufe, of the propriety of the war, and of the truth of as many
genceral propofitions concerning the condudt of it, as can poflibly
be brought within the fphere of my underflanding. It may well
be doubted whether fecrecy be in any degree neccffary to the
conduct of war, It may be doubted whether treachery and fur-
prife are to be claffed among the legitimate means of defeating
our adverfary. But afler every deduction has been made for
confiderations of this fort, there will flill remain cafes, where
fomething muft be confided, as to the plan of a campaign or the
arrangement of a battle, to the fkill, fo far as that fkill really
exifts, of the commander. When he has explained both to the
utmoft of his ability, there may remain parts, the propriety of
which I cannot fully comprehend, but which I have fufficient
reafon to confide to his judgment,

This doftrinc however of limited obedience, or, as it may
more properly be termed, of confidence and delegation, ought to
be called into altion as feldom as poffible. Every man fhould
difcharge to the utmoft practicable extent the duties which arife
from his fituation, If he gain as to the ability with which they
may be difcharged, when he delegates them to another, he lofes
with refpect to the fidelity ; every one being confcious of the
fincerity of his own intention, and no one having equal proof

of
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OF OBEDIENCE
of that- of another. A virtuous man will not fail to perceive the
obligation under which he is placed to exert his own under
fanding, and to judge for himfelf as widely as his civcumftances
will permit,

The abufe of the do&ine of confidence - has been the fource of
more calamitics to mankind than all the other errors of the
human underftanding. Depravity would have gained little ground
in the world, if every man had been in the exercife of his inde-
pendent judgment. The infirument by which extenfive mif-
chiefs have in all ages been perpetrated has been, the principle
of many men being reduced to mere machines in the hands of
a few. Man, while he confults his own underfianding, is the or-
nament of the univerfe. Man, when he furrenders his reafon,
and becomes the partifan of implicit faith and paflive obedicnce,
is the moft mifchievous of all animals, Ceafing to examine every
propofition that comes before him for the direction of his con-
duct, he is no longer the capable fubject of moral inftru@ion,
He is, in the inftant of fubmiflion, the blind inftrument of every
nefaricus purpole of his principal ; and, when left to himfelf, is

open to the fedu@ion of injuftice, cruelty and profligacy.

Thefe reafonings lead to a proper explanation of the word
fubjet.  1f by the fubje@t of any government we mean a perfon
whoie duty it is to obey, the true inference from the preceding
principles is, that no government has any {ubjedts.  If on the

contrary
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contrary we mean a perfon, whom the government is bound to é}?&‘l, ‘\'i
protect, or may jullly reftrain, the word is fufliciently admiflible, ‘em~——
"This remark enables us to folve the long-difputed queflion, what

it is that conflitutes a man the fubje@ of any government, Every
mmkhﬂ%h&a@&&w%mdww%mmﬁhwmﬂmt

to protelt on the one hand, or who on the other, by the violence

of his proceedings, renders force requifite to prevent him from

difturbing that community, for the prefervation of whofe peace -

the government is inftituted,.
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APPENDIX

MORAL PRINCIPLES FREQUENTLY ELUCIDATED BY INCi-
DENTAL REFLECTION--—BY INCIDENTAL PASSAGES IN

VARIOUS AUTHORS.~——~EXAMPLE,

K4

"I will gencrally be found that, even where the truth upon
any {ubje&t has been moft induftrioufly obfcured, its occa-
fional irradiations have not been wholly excluded. The mind
has no fooner obtained evidence of any new truth, efpecially in
the feience of morals, but it recollefts numerous intimations of
that truth which have occafionally fuggeflted themfelves, and is
aftonifhed that a dilcovery which was perpetually upon the eve
of being made, fhould have been kept at a diftance fo long.
#

This is eminenfly, the cafe in the fubje&t of which we are
treating. Thofe dugmerous paffages in poets, divines* and phi-
lofophers, which havesblaced our unalterable duty in the ftrongeft
contraft with the precarious authority of a fuperior, and have
taught us to difclaim, all fubordination to the latter, have always
been received by the ingenuous mind with a tumult of applaufe.
There is indeed no fpecies of compofition, in which the feeds of

¢ ¢ Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that hiave no more
that they can do.” Luke, Ch. ML Ver. 4.

a morality
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a morality too perfect for our prefent improvements in fience,
may more reafonably be expected to difcover themielves, than in
works of imagination. When the mind fhakes off the fetters
of prefeription and prejudice, when it boldly takes a flight into
the world unknown, and employs itfelf in fearch of thofe graud
and “interefting principles which fhall tend to impart to every
reader the glow of enthufiafin, it is at fuch moments that the
enquiring and philofophical reader may exped to be prefented
with the mterials and rude fketches of intelleGual improvement*,

Among the many paffages from writers of every denomina-
tion that will readily fuggeft themfelves under this head to a
well informed mind, we may naturally recolle@t the fpirited
reafoning of young Norval in the tragedy of Douglas, when he

© This was the opinion of the cclebrated Mr. Turgot. ¢ He thought that
‘the moral fentiments of mankind might be confiderably ftrengthened, and the
perception of them rendered more delicare .and precife, cither by frequent ex-
ercife, or the perpetually fubjecting theni to the anatomy of a pure and en-
lightened wnderflanding.  For this reafon he confidered romances as hohding
a place among treatifes of morality, and even as the only bocks in which
“he was aware of having feen moral principles treated in an impartial
manner.” € M. Turget penkiit qu'en pent porveniv @ fortifier dans bes bamnes lers
Sentimens morauxy G Tes vendre ples délicats et plus Jrieiy fiit par Pexercice de ces
Jentimensy foit en apprevant a les foumettre & Panalyfe dune veifon faine ot éolivi,
Cel par ex ootif qitil pegavdoit les vemans comme des loree de moialey of mmey
dijeii=lly comme Jes fonds aic i edt va de Jo morale?
Vi de M, Turg:ty far M. de Cidorots
Aa is
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ggg’lf {g is called upon by lord Randolph to flate the pacticulars of a
conteft in which he is engaged, that lord Randolph muy be
able to decide between the difputants.

e it
APEERDEK,

 Nay, my good lord, though ¥ revere you much,,

My caufe I plead not, nor demand your judgment.

To the liege lord of my dear native land

T owe a fubje@’s homage ; but even him

And his high arbitration I reject. ?

Within my bofom reigns another lord—

Honour 3 fole judge and umpire of itfelf.” Acr IV,

Nothing can be more accurate than a confiderable part of the
philofophy of this paffage. The term “honour” indeed has
been too much abufed, and prefents to the mind too fantaftical
an image, to be fairly defcriptive of that principle by which the
a&tions of every intelleCtual being ought to be regulated. The
principle to which it behoves us to attend, is the internal deci-
fion of our own underftanding ; and nothing can be more evident
than that the fame reafoning, which led Norval to rejet the
authority of his fovereign in the quarrels and difputes in which
he was engaged, ought to have led him to reject it as the regula«
tor of any of his ations, and of confequence to abjure that
homage which he fets out with referving, Virtue cannot pof-
fibly be meafured by the judgment and good pleafure of any
man with whom we are concerned..

CHAP.



[ 179 ]
CHAP VI

OF FORMS OF GOVERNMENT.

ARGUMENT IN FAVOUR OF A VARIETY OF FORMS—COMPAR~
ED WITH THE ARCGUMENT IN FAVOUR OF A VARIETY OF
RELIGIOUS CREEDS.—THAT THERE IS ONE BEST FORM OFP
GOVERNMENT PROVED—TFROM THE UNITY OF TRUTH—
FROM THE NATURE OF MAN.—OBJECTION FROM HUMAN
WEAKNESS AND PREJUDICE.~—DANGER IN ESTABLISHING
AN IMPERFECT CODE.~—~—MANNERS OF NATIONS PRODU-
CED BY THEIR FORMS OF GOVERNMENT.—GRADUAL IM-
PROVEMENT NECESSARY.,—SIMPLICITY CHIEFLY TO BE
DESIRED—PUBLICATION OF TRUTH THE GRAND IN«
STRUMENT—BY INDIVIDUALS, NOT BY GOVERNMENT-—
THE TRUTH ENTIRE, AND NOT BY PARCELS.—SORT OF
PROGRESS TO BE DESIRED,

PROPOSITION that by many political reafoners has B(l)(\‘»lli \¥ﬂ.
’ CHAL N\ .
becn vehemently maintained, is that of the propriety of —
* feati R 13 aH]
inftituting different political governments {uited to the charac- faw ““‘;,'4
varie _' [}

terg, the habits and prejudices of different nations. * The Englifh forms

conflitution,” fay thefe reafoners, “ is adapted to the thought-
ful, rough and unfubmitting chavadter of this ifland race ; the

Aaz fownefs
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flownefs and complication of Dutch formality to the phlegma-

S tic Hollander; and the fplendour of the grand monargue to the

vivacity of Frenchmen, Among the ancients what could be
better afforted than a pure democracy to the intellectual acute-
nefs and impetuous energy of the Athenians while the hardy
and unpolithed Spartan flourithed much more under the rugged
and inflexible difcipline of Lycurgus? The great art of the
legiflator is to penetrate into the true charadter of the nation
with whom he is concerned, and to difcover the exat flructure
of government which is calculated to render that nation. flourith-

ing and happy.” Accordingly an Englithman who. fhould
reafon upon thefe poftulata might fay, “ It is not neceffary I
fhould affert the Englifh conflitution to be the happieft and
fublimeft conception of the human mind; I do not enquire into
the abftra@ excellence of that government under which France
made herfelf illuftrious for centuries, I contemplate with en-
thufiafin the venerable republics of Greece and Rome, But I
am an enemy to the removing ancient land-marks, and difturbing
with our crude devices the wifdom of ages. I regard with
horror the Quixote plan, that would reducc the irregular great-
nefs of nations to the frigid and impra&icable flandard of meta-

phrfical accuracy™,”
T'his

» Thefe arguments besr fome refemblance to thofe of Mr. Burke. [t
was not neceifary thar they fheuld do fo precifely, or thut we fhould take ad-
vantage of the argamentins ad Fomirent built wpon his fervent admiration of the

Englith
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-This queftion has been anticipated in various parts of the

prefent work ; but the argument is fo popular and plaufible to a
fuperficial view, as juftly to entitle it to a feparate examination

The idea bears fome refemblance to one which was formerly
infifted upon by certain latitudinarians in religion, “It is
impious,” faid they, “to endeavour to reduce all men to uni-
formity of opinion upon this fubje&t, Men’s minds are as
various as their fuces. God has made them fo; and it is to be
prefumed that he is well plealed to be addrefled in different
languages, . by different names, and" with the confenting ardour
of difagreeing fe@s.” Thus did thefe reafoners confound the
majefty of truth with the deformity of falfhood ; and fuppofe
that that being who was all truth, took delight in the-errors,
the abfurdities, and the vices, for all fallhoed in fome way or
other engenders vice, of his creatures. At the fame time they
were employed in unnerving that activity of mind, which is the
fingle fource of human improvement. If truth and falthood be
in reality upon a level, I fhall be very weakly employed in a
ftrenuous cndeavour either to difcover truth for mylelf, or to

tmprefs it upon others.
Truth is in reality fingle and uniform. There muft in the

Englith confiirwzion.  Notto fay that we faall fecl ourfelves more at our enic in
examining the quettion generally, than in a perfonal ateck upon this iiuficious
and virtwous hero of formwr times.

3 nature
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OF FORMS OF GOVERNMENT.
nature of things be onc beft form of government, which all
intellecs, fuffigiently roufed from the flumber of favage ignorance,
will be irrefiftibly incited to approve. If an equal participation
of the benefits of nature be good in itfelf, it muft be good for
youand me and all mankind. Defpotifm may be of ufe to keep
human beings in ignorance, but can never conduce to render
them wife or virtuous or happy. If the general tendency of
defpotilim be injurious, every portion and fragment of it muft
be a noxious ingredient. ‘Truth cannot be fo variable, as to
change its nature by crofling an arm of the fea, a petty brook
or an ideal line, and become falthood. On the contrary it is at

all times and in all places the fame,

The fubjet of legiflation is every where the fame, man,
The points in which human beings refemble arc infinitely more
confiderable than thofe in which they differ.  We have the fame
fenfes, the fame inlets of pleafure and pain, the fame faculty to
reafon, to judge and to infer. The fame caufes that make
me happy will make you happy. Ve may differ in our opi-
nions upon this fubjed at firft, but this difference is caly in pre-

judice, and is by no means invincible,  An event may often

conduce moft to the benefit of a human being, which his erro-
neous judgment perhaps regarded with leaft complacency. A
wife fuperintendent of affairs would purfue with fleady attention
the real advantage of thofe over whom he prefided, carelefs of
the temporary difepprebation he incurred, and which would laftno

2 longer
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fonger than the partial and mifguided apprehienfion from which
it lowed.

Is there a country in which a prudent direCtor of education
would propofe fome other objeét for his lubours than to make
his pupil temperate and jult and wife? Is there a climate that
requires its inhabitants to be hard drinkers or horfe-jockics
or gameflers or bullies, rather than men ? Can there be a corncr
of the world, where the lover of juftice and truth would find him-
felf out of his element and ufelefs? If no; then liberty mufl be
every where better than flavery, and the government of redti-

tude and impartiality better than the government of caprice.

But to this it may be objeced that * men may not be every
where capable of liberty. A gift however valuable in itfelf, if
it be intended to be bencficial, muft be adapted to the capacity
of the receiver. In human affairs every thing muft be gradual ;
and it is contrary to every idea that experience furnifhes of the
nature of mind to expe@ to advance men to a flate of perfection
at once. It was in a {pirit fomewhat fimilar to thi¢, that Solon,
the Athenian lawgiver, apologifed for the imperfeion of his
code, faying, * that he had not fought to promulgate fuch laws
as were good in themfelves, but fuch as his countrymen were

able to bear.”

The experiment of Solon feems to be of a dangerous nature.
A code, fuch as his, bid fair for permancnce, and docs not
appear
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appear Lo have contained in.it a principle of improvement, . e
did not meditate that gradual progrefs which was above de-
feribed, nor contemplate in the Athenians o'f his own time, the
root from which were to {pring the poflible Athenians of fome
future period, who might realite all that he was able to conccive
of good feufe, fortitude and virtue, His inftitutions were rather
calculated to hold them down in perpetuity to one certain de-

gree of excellence and no more,

This fuggeftion furnifhes us with the real clue to that firiking
coineidence between the manners of a nation and the form of its
government, which was mentioned in the beginning of the
chapter, and which has furnifhed fo capital an argument to the
advocates for the local propriety of different forms of government.
It was in reality fomewhat illogical in thefe rcafoners to employ
this as an argument upon the fubjed, without previoufly afcer-
taining which of the two things was to be regarded as a caufe
and which as an effe@, whether the government arofe out of
the manners of the natidn, or the manners of the nation out of
the government, The laft of thefe ftatements appears upon the
~vhole to be neareft to the fat. The government may be in-

debted for its exifience to accident or force. Revolutions, as

they have moft frequently taken place in the world, arc epochas,

iu which the temper and withes of a nation are leaft confulted®,

When it is otherwife, flill the rcal effcét of the government

¥r i

* See Hume's Efigs. Part 11 Eday xii
which
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which is inftituted, is to perpetuate propenfities and fentiments,
which without its operation would fpeedily have given place to
other propenfitics, Upon every fuppofition, the exifting corre-
{pondence between national charaGter and national government
will be found in a juft confideration to arife out of the latter.

The principle of gradual improvement advanced in the laft
cited objection muft be admitted for true; but then it is necef-
fary, while we adopt it, that we fhould not fuffer ourfelves to
at in dire& oppofition to it; and that we fhould choofe the beft
and moft powerful means for forwarding that improvement.

Man is in a ftate of perpetual progrefs. He muft grow cicher
better or worfe, either corret his habits or confirm them, The
government propofed muft cither increafe our paffions and pre-
Judices by fanning the flame, or by gradually difcouraging tend
to extirpate them.  In reality, it is fufficiently difficult to imagine
a government that fhall have the latter tendency. By its very
nature political inftitution has a tendency to fufpend the clafticity,
and put an end to the advancement of mind. Every fcheme for
embodying imperfeQion muft be injurious. That which is
to-day a confiderable melioration, will at fome future period, if
preferved unaltered, appear a defe&t and difeafe in the body po-
litic. It were earneftly to be defired that cach man was wife
enough to govern himfelf without the intervention of any com-
pulfory reftraint ; and, fince government cven in its beft ftute is

Bb an
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BOOK 1L, an evil, the obje& principally to be aimed at is, that we fhould
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by parcels.

have as little of it as the general peace of human fociety will

perrut,

But the grand inftrument for forwarding the improvement of
mind is the publication of truth, Not the publication on the
part of government ; for it is infinitely difficult to difcover in-
fallibly what the truth is, efpecially upon controverted points,
and government is as liable as individuals to be miftaken in this
refpec, In reality it is more liable ; for the depofitarics of go-
vernment have a very obvious temptation to defire, by means
of ignorance and implicit faith, to perpetuate the exifting ftate
of things. The only fubftantial method for the propagation of
truth is difcuffion, fo that the errors of one man may be deteQt-
ed by the acutenefs and fevere difquifition of his neighbours.
All we have to demand from the officers of government, at leaft
in their public chara@cr, is neutrality. The intervention of
authority in a field proper to reafoning and demonftration is
always injurious. If on the right fide, it can only difcredit

“truth, and call off the attention of men to a foreign confideration,

If on the wrong, though it may not be able to fupprefs the
fpirit of enquiry, it will have a tendency to convert the calm

purfuit of knowledge into paffion and tumult,

« But in what manner fhall the principles of truth be commu-

nicated fo as beft to lead to the pradtice? By fhewing to man-
4 kind



kind truth in all its evidence, or concealing one half of it # Shall
they be initiated by a partial difcovery, and thus led on by
regular degtees to conclufions that would at firft have wholly
alienated their minds 2"

This queftion will come to be more fully difcufled in a fol-
lowing chapter. In the mean time let us only confider for the
prefent the quantity of effe that may be expected from thefe
two oppofite plans,

An inhabitant of Turkey or Morocco may perhaps be of
opinion, that the vefting power in the arbitrary will or caprice
of an individual has in it more advantages than difadvantages.
£ 1 be defirous to change his opinion, fhould I undertake to re-
commend to him in animated language fome modification of
‘this caprice? I fhould attack it in its principle. If I do other-
‘wife, 1 thall betray the ftrength of my caufe. The principle
oppofite to his own, will not poffefs half the irrefiftible force
which I could have given to it. His objetions will affume
vigour. 'The principle I am maintaining being half truth and
half falthood, he will in every ftep of the conteft poffefs an advan-
tage in the offenfive, of which, if he be fufficiently acuge, I
can never deprive him.

Now the principle I fhould have to explain of equal law and

equal juftice to the inhabitant of Morocco, would be as new to
Bbz him,

x87 ‘
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OF OBEDIENCE.

him, as any principle of the boldeft political defcription that I
could propagate in this country. Whatev.  appare-t difference
may exift between the two cafes, may firly be fulpected to
owe its exiftence to the imagination of the obfirver, The rule
therefore which fuggefts itielf in this cafe is fitted for univer-

fal application,

As to the improvements which are to be introduced into the
political fyftem, their quantity and their period muft be deter-
mined by the degree of knowledge exifting in any country, and
the ftate of preparation of the public mind for the changes that
are to be defired, Political renovation may ftrictly be confider-
ed as one of the ftages in intelleétual improvement, Literature
and difquifition cannot of themlelves be rendered futhiciently
general ; it will be only the cruder and grofler parts that can be
expeded to defcend in their genuine form to the multitude ;
while thofe abfiract and bold fpeculations, in which the value of
literature principally confifts, muft neceffarily continue the por-
tion of the favoured few, It is here that focial inftitution offers
itlelf in aid of the abftrufer powers of argumentative communi-
cation.  As foon as any important truth has become eftablithed
to a fufficient extent in the minds of the enterprifing and the
wife, it may tranquilly and with eafe be rendered a part of the
general fyftem ; fince the uninftru@ed and the poor are never
the ftrenuous fupporters of thofe complicated fyftems by which

oppreflion is muintained ; and [ince they have an obvious in-
tereft
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tereft in the pradtical introdu@ion of fimplicity and truth. One BOOK L.
valuable principle being thus realifed, prepares the way for the ‘v’
realifing of mare, It ferves as a refting-place to the human mind

in its great bufinefs of exploring the regions of truth, and

gives it new alacrity and encouragement for farther exertions,
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CHAP L
OF RESISTANCE.

EVERY INDIVIDUAL THE JUDGE OF HIS OWN RESISTANCE,—
OBJECTION,~—ANSWERED FROM THE NATURE OF GO-
VERNMENT—FROM THE MODES OF RESISTANCE.—I. FORCE
RARELY TO BE EMPLOYED—EITHER WHERE THERE IS
SMALL PROSPECT OF SUCCESS—OR WHERE THE PROSPECT
IS GREAT.—HISTORY OF CHARLES THE FIRST ESTI-
MATED,—2, REASONING THE LEGITIMATE MODE.

T has appeared in the courfe of our reafonings upon politi- BOOK IV,

cal authority, that every man is bound to refift every unjuft —
Ceery indis

proceeding on the part of the community. But who is the vidualthe
judge
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OF RESISTANCE,

judge of this injuftice ? The queftion anfwers itfelf + the private
Jjudgment of the individual. Were it not fo, the appeal would
be nugatory, for we have no infallible judge to whom to refer
our controverfies, He is obliged to confult his own private
judgment in this cafe, for the fame reafon that obliges him to
confult it in every other article of his condut,

“ But is not this pofition neceffarily fubverfive of all govern-
ment ? Can there be a power to rule, where no man is bound to
obey ; or at leaft where every man is to confult his own under-
ftanding firft, and then to yield his concurrence no farther than
he fhall conceive the regulation to be juft? The very idea of
government is that of an authority fuperfeding private judgment ;
how then can the exercife of private judgment be left entire ?
What degree of order is to be expeted in a community, where
every man is taught to indulge his own fpeculations, and even
to refift the decifion of the whole, whenever that decifion is op-
pofed to the di&ates of his own fancy 2”

The true anfwer to thefe queftions lies in the obfervation with
which we began our difquifition’ on government, that this
boafted inftitution is nothing more than a fcheme for enforcing
by brute violence the fenfe of one man or fet of men upon
another, neceflary to be employed in certain cafes of peculiar
emergency. Suppofing the queftion then to lic merely between
the force of the community on one part, and the force with

which
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which any individual member fhould think it incumbent upon Do
him to refift their decifions on the other, it is fufficiently evident ‘———
that a certain kind of authority and fupremacy would be the re-

fult.  Bu this is not the true ftate of the queftion.

It is farther evident, that, though the duty of every man to
exercife his private judgment be unalterable, yet fo far as relates

.

to practice, wherever government {ubfifls, the exercife of private
Judgment is fubftantially intrenched upon. The force put by
the community upon thofe who exercife rapine and injufiice,
and the influence of that force as a moral metive upon its mem-
bers in general, arc cach of them exhibitions of an argument,
not founded in general reafon, but in the precarious interference
of a fallible individual. Nor is this all. Without anticipating
the queftion of the different kinds of refiftance and the clection
that it may be our duty to make of one kind rather than another,
it is certain in fa@, that my conduct will be matcrially altered
by the forefight that, if I a& in a certain manner, I fhall have
the combined force of a number of individuals to oppofe me.
That government thercfore is the beft, which in no one inftance
interferes with the exercile of private judgment without abfolute

neceffity.

The modes according to which an individual may opnafe any e

meafure which his judgment difapproves are of two forts, action i

and fpeech,  Shall he upon every occafion have recouric to the [

Ce former i 1 0w

Sl e bWy
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former? This it is abfurd fo much as to fuppofe. The obw

== ek of cvery virtuous man is the general good. But how can

he be faid to promote the general good, who is ready to wafte
his ative force upon every trivial occafion, and facrifice his life

without the chance of any public benefit 2

“ But he referves himfelf,” I will fuppofe, * for fome great oc-
cafion ; and then, carelefs as to fuccefs, which is a large objet
only to little minds, generoufly embarks in a caufle where he hag
no hope but to perith. He becomes the martyr of truth. He
believes that fuch an example will tend to imprefs the minds of
his fellow men, and to roufe them. from their lethargy.”

The queftion of martyrdom is of a difficult nature, T had
rather convince men by my arguments, than feduce them by
my example.. It is fearcely poflible for me to tell what oppor-
tunities for ufefulnefs may offer themfelves in the future years of
my exiftence, Nor is it improbable in 2 general confideration
that long and perfevering fervices may be more advantageous.
than brilliant and tranfitory ones. The cafe being thus circum-
ftanced, a truly wifc man cannot fail to hefitate as to the idea of

offering up his life a voluntary oblation.

‘Whenever martyrdom becomes an indifpenfible duty, when,
nothing can preferve him fhort of the cleareft dereliction of prin-

ciple and the maft palpable defertion of truth, he will then meet
it
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it with perfe& ferenity. He did not avoid it before from any
weaknefs of perfonal feeling, When it muft be encountered,
he knows that it is indebted for that luftre which has been fo
generally acknowledged among mankind, to the intrepidity of the
fufferer. He knows that nothing is fo effential to true virtue,
as an utter difregard to individual advantage.

The objetions that offer themfelves to an exertion of acual
force, where there are no hopes of fuccefs, are numerous. Such
an exertion cannot be made without injury to the lives of more
than a fingle individual. A certain number both of enemies and
friends muft be expeted to be the victims of fo wild an under-
taking, Itis regarded by contemporaries, and recorded by hiftory
as an intemperate cbullition of the paffions; and ferves rather as
a beacon to deter others, than as a motive to animate them, It
is not the frenzy of enthufiafin, but the calm, fagacious and de-
liberate effort of reafon, to which truth muft be indebted for its
progrefs.

195

BOOK 1V,
CHAP. 1.
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But let us fuppoie, * that the profpe@ of fuccefs is confidera- vt

ble, and that there is reafon to believe that refolute violence may - .

in no long time accomplith its purpofe.” Even here we may be
allowed to hefitate, Force has already appeared to be an odious
weapon ; and, if the ufe of it be to be regretted in the hands of
government, it docs not change its nature though wiclded by o
band of patriots. If the caufe we plead be the caufe of truth,

Cc2 there



195

ROTK IV,

CHEA L

OF RESISTANCE,

there is no doubt that by our reafonings, if fufliciently zealous

e nd conflant, the fame purpofe may be effected in a milder and

mated.

more liberal way %,

Iu a word, it is proper to recollect here what has been eftas
blithed as to the do&rine of force in general, that it is in no cafe
to be employed but 'where every other means is ineffectual.  In
the queltion thercfore of refiftance to government, force ought
never to be introduced without the moft imminent neceflity ;
never but in circumflances fimilar to thofe of defending my
life from a ruilian, where time can by no means be gained, and

the confequences inftantly to enfue are unqueftionably fatal.

The hiftory of king Charles the firlt furnifhes an inftrutive
example in.both kinds. The original defign of his opponents
was that of confining his power within narrow and palpable
limits, This objet, after a firuggle of many years, was fully
accomplithed by the parliament of 1640, without bloodfhed
(except indeed in the fingle inftance of lord Strafford) and
without commotion. They next conceived the project of over-
turning the hicrarchy and the monarchy of England, in oppofi-
tion to great numbers, and in the laft point no doubt to a ma-
jority of their countrymen, Admitting thefe objeéts to have

been in the utmoft degree excellent, they ought not, for the pur-

* Bee this cafe move fully difcufled in the following chapter,

pofe
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pofe of ebtaining them, to have precipitated the queflion to the
extremity of a civil war,

“ But, fince force is fearcely under any circumftances to be
employed, of what nature is that refiftance which ought con-
ftantly to be given to every inftance of injufticc ?”  The refift-
ance [ am bound to employ is that of uttering the truth, of
cenfuring in the moft explicit manner every proceeding that [
perceive to be adverfe to the truc interefts of mankind, I am
bound to diffeminate without referve all the principles with
which [ am acquainted, and which it may be of importance to
mankind to know ; and this duty it behoves me to pradife upon
every occafion and with the moft perfevering conftancy. I
muft dilclofe the whole fyftem of moral and political truth,
without fupprefling any part under the idea of its being too
bold and paradoxical, and thus depriving the whole of that
complete and irrefiftible evidence, without which its effeéts muft
always be fecble, partial and uncertain,

CHAPD
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CHAP IL

OF REVOLUTIONS,

SECTION L
DUTIES QF 4 CITIZEN.

OBLIGATION TO SUPPORT THE CONSTITUTION OF OUR
COUNTRY CONSIDERED—MUST ARISE EITHER FROM THE
REASON OF THE CASE, OR FROM. A PERSONAL AND
LOCAL CONSIDERATION.~—THE FIRST EXAMINED,~~THE

SECOND.
BOOK IV. O queftion can be more important than that which refpedts
CHAP. IL. , .
N — the beft mode of effeting revolutions, Before we enter

Section L. , . . .
Obligationto upon it however, it may be proper to remove a difficulty which

fupport the . R
conttitution  has fuggefted itfelf to the minds of fome men, how far we ought

afgurcountry . . . .
confidered :*  grenerally fpeaking to be the friends of revolution; or, in other
words, whether it be juftifiable in a man to be the enemy of the

conftitution of his country.

« We live,” it will be faid, “ under the prote@ion of this con-
ftitution ; and protetion, being a benefit conferred, obliges us

to a reciprocation of {upport in return.”

7 To
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To this it may be anfwered, firft, that this protection is a very
equivocal thing ; and, till it can be fhown that the vices, from
the effects of which it protects us, are not for the moft part the
produce of that conftitution, we fhall never fufficiently under-
ftand the quantity of benefit it includes.

Secondly, gratitude, as has already been proved *, is a vice and
not a virtue. Every man and every colle&ion of men ought to
be treated by usin a manner founded upon their intrinfie qualities
and capacities, and not according to a rule which has exiftence
only in relation to ourfelves,

Add to this, thirdly, that no motive can be more equivocal
than the gratitude here recommended. Gratitude to the confti-
tution, an abftralt idea, an imaginary exiftence, is altogether
unintelligible,  Affe€tion to my countrymen will be much better
proved, by my exertions to procure them a fubflantial benefit,

than by my fupporting a fyftem which I believe to be fraught
with injurious confequences.

He who calls upon me to fupport the conftitution muft found
his requifition upon one of two principles. It has a claim upon
my fupport either becaufe it is good, or becaufe it is Britifh..

* Book II. chap. ii. p. 83,
Againft.
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Agatuft the requifiion in the firlt fenfe there is nothing to
objedt,  All that is necefary is to prove the goodnefs which is
aferibed to it But perhaps it will be faid, * that, though not
abfolutely good, more mifchief will refult from an attempt to
overturn it, than from maintaining it with its mixed chara&ter of
partly right and partly wrong.” If this can be made evident,
undoubtedly I ought to fubmit. Of this mifchief however I
can be no judge but in confequence of enquiry. To fome the
evils attendant on a revolution will appear greater, and to others
lefs. Some will imagine that the vices with which the Englith
conftirition is pregnant are confiderable, and fome that it is
nearly innocent,  Before I can decide between thefe oppofite
opinions and balance the exifting and the poflible evils, I muft
examine for myfelf. But examination in its nature implics un-
certainty of refult,  Were I to determine before I fat down on
which fide the decifion fhould be, I could not ftrictly fpeaking be
faid to examine at all. He that defires a revolution for its own
fake is to be regarded as a madman, He that defires it from a
thorough convidion of its ufcfulnefs and neceflity has a claim

upon us for candour and refpect,

As to the demand upon me for fupport to the Englifh confli-
tution, becaufe it is Englith, there is littde plaufibility in this
argument, It is of the fame nature as the demand upon me to

be a Chriftian, becaufe I am a Briton, or a Mahometan, becaufe
[ am
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I am a native of Turkey. Inftead of being an expreflion of re-
{pe&, it argues contempt of all government, religion and v
and every thing that is facred among men. If therc be fuch a
thing as truth, it muft be better than error, If there be fuch a
faculty as reafon, it eught to be exerted. But this demand makes
truth a matter of abfolute indifference, and forbids us the exercife
of our reafon, If men reafon and reflet, it muft ncceffarily
happen that cither the Englifhman or the Turk will find his
government to be odious and his religion falfe. For what pur-
pofe employ his reafon, if he muft for ever conceal the conclu-
fions to which it leads him? How would man have arrived
at his prefent attainments, if he had always been contented with
the flate of fociety in which he happened to be born? In
a word, either reafon is the curfe of our fpecies, and human
nature is to be regarded with horror ; or it becomes us to em-
ploy our underftanding and to a& upon it, and to follow truth
wherever it may lead us. It cannot lead us to mifchief, fince

utility, as it regards percipient beings, is the only bafis of moral
and political truth,

D4 SECTION
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SECTION IL

MODE OF EFFECTING REVOLUTIONS.

PERSUASION THE PROPER INSTRUMENT—NOT VIOLENCE—=
NOR RESENTMENT.~~LATENESS OF EVENT DESIRABLE,

O return to the enquiry refpeting the mode of effecting
revolutions. Ifno queftion can be more important, there

is fortunately no queftion perhaps that admits of a more complete
and fatisfactory general anfwer. The revolutions of ftates, which
a philanthropift would defire to witnefs, or in which he would
willingly co-operate, confift principally in a change of fentis
ments and difpofitions in the members of thofe ftates. The true
inftruments for changing the opinions of men are argument and
perfuafion. The beft fecurity for an advantageous iffue is free
and unreftrited difcuffion. In that field truth muft always
prove the fuccefsful champion. If then we would improve the
focial inftitutions of mankind, we muft write, we muft argue, we
muft converfe. 'To this bufinefs there is no clofe; in this pur«
fuit there fhould be no paufe. Every method fhould be em-
ployed,—not fo much pofitively to allure the attention of man-
kind, or perfuafively to invite them to the adoption of our .

opinions,—as to remove every refiraint upon thought, and to
throw
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throw open the temple of feience and the field of enquiry to all 300K IV.
the world, SR
. Secreon I,
Thofe inftruments will always be regarc'ied by the difcerning not violesce ;

mind as fufpicious, which may be employed with equal profpe&

of fuccefs on both fides of every queftion. This confideration

fhould make us look with averfion upon all refources of violence,

When we defcend into the lified field, we of courfe defert the

vantage ground of truth, and commit the decifion to uncertainty

and caprice. The phalanx of reafon is invulnerable ; it advances

with deliberate and detcrmined pace; and nothing is able to

refift it. But when we lay down our arguments, and take up

our fwords, the cafc is altered. Amidft the barbarous pomp of

war and the clamorous din of civil brawls, who can tell whether

the event fhall be profperous or miferable ?

We muft therefore carefully diftinguith between informing ::ntfcﬂl'
the people and inflaming them. Indignation, refentment and fury
are to be deprecated ; and all we fhould afk is fober thought,
clear difeernment and intrepid difcuffion. Why were the revo-
lutions of America and France a general concert of all orders and
deferiptions of men, without fo much (if we bear in mind the
multitudes concerned) as almoft a diffentient voicc; while the
refiftance againft our Charles the firft divided the nation into
two cqual parts 2 Becaufe the latter was the affair of the feven-
tecnth century, and the former happened in the clofe of the

) Dd2 cighteenth,
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ggglf,'ll‘;: eigh_teenth. ‘Becaufe in_ the cafe of America and France p_hilo-
fophy had already developed fome of the great principles of
political truth, and Sydney and Locke and Montefquieu and
Roufleau had convinced a majority of reflecting and powerful
minds of the evils of ufurpation, If thefe revolutions had hap-
pened ftill later, not one drop of the blood of one citizen would
have been fhed by the hands of another, nor would the event
have been marked fo much perhaps as with one folitary inftance

[
Secrion Il

of violence and confifcation.

f;‘;;i"éf}. lo:' There are two principles therefore which the man who defires
ble, the regeneration of his fpecies ought ever to bear in mind, to
regard the improvement of every hour as effential in the difco-
very and diffemination of truth, and willingly to fuffer the lapfe
of years before he urges the reducing his theory into actual exe-
cution. With all his caution it is poffible that the impetuous
multitude will run before the Rill and quiet progrefs of reafon ;
nor will he fternly pafs fentence upon every revolution that fhall
by a few years have anticipated the term that wifdom would
have preferibed.  But, if his caution be firmly exerted, there is
no doubt that he will fuperfede many abortive attempts, and con-

fiderably prolong the general tranquillity.

SECTIO
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SECTION IL

OF POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONSG,

MEANING OF THE TERM,~——ASSOCIATIONS OBJECTED TO—
1. FROM THE SORT OF PERSONS WITH WHOM A JUST
REVOLUTION SHOULD ORIGINATE--2. FROM THE DAN-
GER OF TUMULT,~—OBJECTS OF ASSOCIATION,—IN WHAT
CASES ADMISSIBLE,~—ARGUED FOR FROM THE NECESSITY
TO GIVE WEIGHT TO OPINION—FROM THEIR TENDENCY
TO ASCERTAIN OPINION. — UNNECESSARY FOR THESE
PURPOSES,~~GENERAL INUTILITY, ~— CONCESSIONS,—IM~
PORTANCE OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATION.— PROPRIETY
OoF TIEACIUNG RESISTANCE CONSIDERED.

QUESTION naturally fuggefts itfelf in this place re- poox v,
fpeding the propriety of affociations among the people at E_‘:}_i{‘__}_r,
large, for the purpofe of effecting a change in their political in- R{f;,',?,‘ a
ftitutions. It fhould be obferved, that the affociations here fpoken the tern
of are voluntary confederacies of certain members of the fociety
with cach other, the tendency of which is to give weight to the
opinions of the perfons fo aflociated, of which the opinions of
the unconfederated and infulated part of the community are def-
titute,
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OF POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS,
titute. o 'This queftion therefore has nothing in common with that
other, whether in a well organized flate every individual would
not find his place in a deliberative as well as an eletive capacity 3
the fociety being difiributed into diftrits and departments, and
cach man poflefling an importance, not meafured by the capri-
cious ftandard of fome accidental confederacy, but by a rule im-

partially applied to every member of the community.

Relative then to political affociations, as thus explained, there
are two confiderations, which, if they do not afford reafon for

‘undiftinguifhing condemnation, at leaft tendeto diminith our

anxiety to their introdution,

In the firft place revolutions lefs originate in the energies of
the people at large, than in the conceptions of perfons of fome
degree of ftudy and refletion, I fay, originatc, for it muft
be admitted, that they ought ultimately to be detcrmined on by
the choice of the whole nation, Itis the property of truth to
diffufe itfelf. The difficulty is to diftinguifh it in the firft
inflance, and in the next to prefent it in that unequivocal form
which fhall enable it to command univerfal affent. This muft
neceflarily be the tafk of a few. Socicty, as it at prefent exifts
in the world, will long be divided into two claffes, thofe who
have leifure for fludy, and thofe whofe importunate neceffities
perpetually urge them to temporary induftry, It is no doubt to

be defired, that the latter clafs fhould be made as much as poffible
to
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to partake of the privileges of the former. . But we fhould be
careful, while we liften to the undiftinguithing demands of be-
nevolence, that we do not occafion a greater mifchief than that
we undertake tocure. 'We fhould be upon our guard againft an

event the confequences of which are always to be feared, the
propagating blind zeal, where we meant to propagate reafon.

The fludious and reflefting only can be expeéted to fee
deeply into future events. To conceive an order of fociety
totally different from that which is now before our eyes,
and to judge of the advantages that would accrue from its infti-
tution, arc the prerogatives only of a few favoured minds.
When thefe advantages have been unfolded by fuperior penetra-
tion, they cannot yet for fome time be expected to be under-
flood by the multitude. Time, reading and converfation are
neceflary to render them familiar. They muft defcend in regu~
lar gradation from the moft thoughtful to the moft unobfervant.
He, that begins with an appeal to the people, may be fufpeded
to underftand little of the true charalter of mind. A finifter de-
fign may gain by precipitation ; but true wifdom is beft adapted
to a flow, unvarying, inceffant progrefs.

Human .affairs,” through every link of the great chain of
neceflity, are admirably harmonifed and adapted to cach other.
As the people form the laft flep in the progrefs of truth,
they need leaft preparation to induce them to affert it.  Their

3 prejudices
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Gook ;. prejudices are few and upon the furface. They are the higher

arern-yr, otders of fociety, that find, or imagine they find, their advantage
in injuftice, and are eager to invent arguments for its defence,
In fophiftry they firft feck an excufe for their condud, and then
become the redoubted champions of thofe errors which thc.y have
been afiduous to cultivate,  The vulgar have no fuch intereft, and
fubmit to the reign of injuftice from habit only and the want of
refledtion. They do not want preparation to receive the truth,
fo much as examples to embody it. A very fhort catalogue of
reafons is fufficient for them, when they fee the generous and
the wife refolved to affert the caufe of juftices A very fhort
period is long enough for them to imbibe the fentiments of

patriotifin and liberty.

3;:;2‘:‘0?” Secondly, affociations muft be formed with great caution

tumalt. not to be allied to tumult, The conviviality of a feaft may lead
to the depredations of a riot. While the fympahy of opinion
catches from man to man, efpecially in numerous meetings, and
among perfons whofe paffions have not been ufcd to the curb of
judgment, actions may be determined on, which folitary rcflec-
tion would havereje@ted. There is nothing more barbarous, cruel
and blood-thirfty, than the triumph of a mob. Sober thought
fhould always prepare the way to the public affertion of truth.
He, that would be the founder of a rcpublic, thould, lik: the
firft Brutus, be infenfible to the cnergics of the moft imperious
paffions of our nature.

Upon
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Upon this fubjet of aflociations an obvious diftinQion is to
be made. Thofe, who are diffatisfied with the government of
their country, may aim either at the correflion of old errors, or
the counteradting of new encroachments.  Both thele objets are
legitimate.  The wile and the virtuous man ought to fee thingy
precilely as they are, and judge of the aGual conftitution of his

country with the fame impartiality, as if he had funply read of
it in the remoteft page of hiftory.

Thefe two objects may e entitled to a different treatment, The
firft ought undoubtedly to proceed with a leifurely ftep and in all
poflible tranquillity, 'The fecond appears to require fomething
more of altivity, It is the chara&eriftic of truth, to truft much
to its own encrgy, and to refilt invafion rather by the force of
conviftion than the force of arms. The individual opprefled
feems however particularly entitled to our afliftance, and this can
beft be afforded by the concurrence of many, The cafc may re-
quire an early and uncquivocal difplay of opinion, and this per-
haps will afford an apology for fome fort of affociation, provided
it be conducted with all poffible attention to peaceablencfs and
good order.

Few arguments can be of equal importance with that which we
are here difcuffing. Few miftakes can be more to be deplored
than that which fhould induce us to employ immoral and in-
jurious methods for the fupport of a good caute. It may be

Ee alledged,
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atledged, “that-affociation is the only expedient for arming the
fenfe of the country againft the arts of its oppreffors.” Why arm?
Why fpread a reflefs commotion over the face of a nation, which
may lead to the moft deftructive confequences? Why feek to
beftow upon truth a weight that is not her own? a weight that
muft always produce fome obliquity, fome blind and unen-
lightened zeal? In attempting prematurely to anticipate the
conqueft of truth, we fhall infallibly give birth to deformity
and abortion. If we have paticnce to wait her natural progrefs,
and to aflift her caufe by no arguments that are not worthy of
her, the event will be both certain and illuftrious,

A fimilar anfwer will fuggeft itfelf to the objection,  that
affociations are neceffary unequivocally to afcertain the opinion
of the people.””  What fort of opinion is that, which thus flands
in need of fome fudden violence to oblige it to ftart from its
hiding-place ? The featiments of mankind are then only equi-
vocal in external appearance, when they are unformed and un-
certain in the conception. When once the individual knows his
own meaning, its fymptoms will be clear and unequivocal. Be
not precipitate. If the embryo fentiment at prefent exifting in
my mind be true, there is hope that it will gain ftrength by
time. If you with to aflift its growth, let it be by inftruction,
not by attempting to pafs that fentiment for mine which you
only with to be fo. If the opinion of the people be not known
to-day, it will not fuil to (hew itfelf to-morrow. If the opinion

of
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of the people be not known to-day, it is becaufe that which you
would have fuppofed to be their opinion is not fufficiently their
opinion, You might as well think of hiding the inhabitants of
England, concealing- their towns and their cultivation, and
making their country pafs for a defert, as of concealing their
real and deliberate fentiment,

Thefe are the expedients of men who do not know that truth is
omnipotent. It may appear to die for a time, but it will not
fail to revive with frefh vigour. If it have ever failed to pro-
duce gradual conviction, it is becaufe it has been told in" a
meagre, an obfcure or a pufillanimous manner.  Ten pages that
fhould contain an abfolute demonftration of the true interefts of
mankind in fociety could no otherwifc be prevented from
changing the face of the globe, than by the literal dcfrution of
the paper on which they were written. It would become us to
repeat their contents as widely as we were able ; but, if we at-
tempted any thing more than this, it would be a prattical proof
that we did not know they contained a demonftration.

Such are the rcafonings that fhould decide upon our abftraét

oninton of every cafe of affociation that comes before us.  But,-
P b >

though from hence it fhould fufiiciently appear that afiociation is
fearcely in any cafe to bedefired, there are confiderations that fhould
Jead us fometimes to judge it with moderation and forbearance.
There is one mode, according to which the benclit of mankind

Fe may
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may beft be promoted; and which ought always to be employed,
But mankind are imperfect beings, and therc are certain errors
of his fpecies which a wife man will be inclincd to regard with
indulgence.  Affociations, as a meafure, intrinfically wrong, he
will endeavour at leaft to poftpone as long as he can. But it
muft not be diffembled that in the crifis of a revolution they will
fometimes be unavoidable, While opinion is advancing with
filent ftep, imagination and zeal may be expected fomewhat to
outrun her progrefs, Wifdom will be anxious to hold them at
bay.; and, if her votaries be many, fhe will be able to do this
long enough to prevent tragical confequences. But, when the
caft is thrown, when the declaration is made and irrevocable,
fhe will not fail, be the confufion greater or lefs, to take the
fide of truth, and forward her reign by the beft means that the
neceflity of the cafe will admit,

But, though aflaciation, in the received fenfe of that term,
muft be granted to be an inftrument of a very dangerous nature,
it fhould be remembered that unreferved communication ina
fmaller circle, and efpecially among perfons who are already
awakened to the purfuit of truth, is of unqueftionable advantage.
There is at prefent in the world a cold referve that keeps man
at a diftance from man, There is an art in the pradtice of
which individuals communicate for ever, without any one telling
his ncighbour what cftimate he fhould form of his attainments

and chara&er, how they ought to be employed, and how to be
improved.
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tmproved, There is a fort of domeftic taQics, the objeét of BONK IV,

which is to inflrué us to elude curiofity, and to keep up the
tenour of converfation, without the difclofure cither of our

feelings or our opinions, The philanthiropi has no object more

deeply at heart than the annihilation of this duplicity and re-
ferve. No man can have much kindnefs for his fpecies, who
does not habituate himfelf to confider upon cach fuceeflive ocea.
fion of focial intercourfe how that occafion may be moft benefi-
cently improved. Among the topics to which he will be anxious

to awaken attention, politics will occupy a principal fhare.

Books have by their very naturc but a limited operation;
though, on account of their permancnce, their methodical dif-
quifition, and their eafinefs of accefs, they are entitled to the
foremoft place. -But their efficacy ought not to engrofs our
confidence. The number of thofe by whom reading is neglect-
ed is exceedingly great.  Books to thofe by whom they arc read
have a fort of conflitutional coldnefs. We review the arguments
of an “ infolent innovator” with fullennefs, and are unwiliing to
ftretch our minds to take in all their force. . Itis with difficulty that
we obtain the courage of ftriking into untrodden paths, and quef-
tioning tenets that have been generally reccived. But converfation
accuftoms us to hear a variety of fentiments, obliges us to excrcife
patience and attention, and gives freedom and elaflicity to our men-
tal difquifitions. A thinking man, if he will recolledd his intellectual
hiftory, wil find that he has derived ineftimable advantage from
the flimulus and furprife of colloquial fuggeftions; and, if he

yeview
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review the hiftory of literature, will perceive that minds of great
acutenefs and ability have commonty cxifted in a clufler,

It follows that the prom:-ing of the beft interefts of mankind
eminently depends upon the freedom of focial communication,
Let us imagine to ourfelves a v+ nnber of individuals, who, having
firt flored their minds with reading and refle@tion, proceed
alterwurds in candid and unreicrved converfation to compare
their ideas, to fugrell their doubts, to remove their difficulties,
and to culifvate a coileted and firiking manner of delivering
their fentiments, Let us fuppofe thelc men, prepared by mu-
tual intercourf, to go forth to the world, to explain with fuc-
cindinefsand fimplicity, and in a manner well calculated to arreft
attention, the true principles of fociety. Let us fuppofe their
hearers infiigated in their turn to repeat thefe truths to their
companions.  We fhall then have an idea of knowledge as per-
petually gaining ground, unaccompanied with peril in the means
of its diffufion. Reafon will fpread itfelf, and not a brute and
unintelligent fympathy. Difcuffion perhaps never exifts with fo
much vigour and utility as in the converfation of two perfons.
It may be carricd on with advantage in fmall and friendly
focicties. Does the fewnefs of their numbers imply the rarity
of their exiftence? Far otherwife: the time perhaps will come
when fuch inftitutions will be univerfal.  Shew to mankind by a
few examples the advantages of political difcuffion undebauched
by political enmity and vehemence, and the beauty of the fpec-
tacle will foon render the example contagious,  Every man will

commune
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commune with his ncighbour. Every man will be eager to tell
and to hecar what the intereft of all requires them to know.
‘The bolts and fortifications of the temple of truth will be re-
moved. The craggy fteep of feience, which it was before difficult
to afcend, will be levelled with the plain. Knowledge will be ac-
ceffible to all. Wifdom will be the inheritance of man, from
which none will be excluded but by their own heedlefinels and
prodigality. If thefe ideas cannot completely be reulifed, till
the inequality of conditions and the tyranny of government are
rendered fomewhat lefs oppreflive, this affords no reafon againgt
the fetting afloat fo gencrous a fyftem. The improvement of
individuals and the melioration of political inflitutions are
deftined mutually to produce and reproduce each other.  Truth,
and above all political truth, is not hard of acquifition, but from
the fuperxcilioufnefs of its profeflors. It has been flow and
tedious of improvement, becaufc the ftudy of it has been rele-
gated to doGors and civilians, It has produced little effect upon
the pradtice of mankind, becaufe it has not been allowed a plain
and direct appeal to their underftandings, Remove thefe obfta-
cles, render it the common property, bring it into daily ufe,
and you may reafonably promife yourfelf confequences of the

moft ineftimable value.

But thefe confequences are the property only of independent
and impartial difeuffion. If once the unambitious and candid

circles of enquiring men be fwallowed up in the infatiate gulf

of noify affemblics, the opportunity of improvement is inflantly-
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annihilated,  The happy varieties of fentiment which fo emi-
nently contribute to-intellediuet acutencts are ol Adtivity of
thought is thackled by the fear that cur affociates thould difelaim
us, A fallacious uniforsity of opinion is produced, which no
man c¢fpoufes from cenxilion, but which carries all men along
with a refiiilefs tide. Clubs, in the old Englith fenfe, that is,
the periodical meeting of fmall and independent circles, may
be admitted to fall within the line of thefe principles.  But they
ceafe to be admiilible, when united with the tremendous appa-
ratus of articies of confederacy and committees of correfpond-
ence. Human beings fhould meet together, not to enforce,
but to cnquire. Truth difclaims the alliance of marfhalled

numbers.

It feems fcarcely neceflary to add, that the individuals who
are cngaged in the tranfalions here cenfured, have frequently
been infligated by the beft intentions, and informed with the
moft liberal views. It would be in the higheft degree unjuft, if
their undertakings fhould be found of dangerous tendency, to
involve the authors in indifcriminate cenfure for confequences
which they did not forefee, DBut at the fame time, in propor-
tion to the purity of their views and the foundnefs of their
principles, it were earneftly to be defired that they would
ferioufly reflet on the means they employ. It would be deeply
to be lamented, if thofe who were the trueft friends to the wel-
fare of mankind, fhould come, by the injudicioufnefs of their
eondudt, to rank among its encmics,

From
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From what has been faid it is fufficiently evident, that noalarm
can be more groundlefs, than that of violence and precipitation
from the enlightened advocates of political juftice. There is
however another objedtion which has been urged againft them,
builtupon the fuppofed inexpediency of inculcating upon the peo-
ple at large the propriety of occafional refiftance to the authority
of government. “ Obedience,” fay thefe objectors * is the rule;
refiftance the exception. Now what can be more prepofterous,
than perpetually to infift with all the pomp of eloquence upon
an expedient, to which only an extreme neceflity can oblige us
to have recourfe* {”

It has already been fhewn that obedience, that is, a furrender
of the underftanding to the voice of authority, isa rule to which
it can never be creditable to human beings to conform. Tran-
quillity indeed, a ftate in which a man fhall leaft be difturbed
in the exercife of his private judgment by the interpofition of
violence, is an obje& we fhould conftantly endeavour to promote ;
but this tranquillity the principles here inculcated have little

tendency to difturb,

There is certainly no truth which it can be for the general
interelt to conceal. It muft be confeffed indeed, that a fingle

» This argument, nearly in the words here employed, may be found in
Hume’s Effay on Paffive Obedience.  Effays, Part II, Eflay xiii.
Ff truth
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truth may be fo detached from the feries to which it belongs, as,
when feparately told, to have the nature of falthood. But this
is by no means the cafe in the prefent inftance, To inform
mankind of thofe general principles upon which all political in-.
fitutions ought to be built, is not to diffufe partial information,
To difcover to them their true interefts, and lead them to conceive
of a ftate of fociety more uncorrupt and more equitable than
that in ‘which they live, is not to inculcate fome rare exception
to a general rule, If there be any government which muft be
indebted for its perpetuity to ignorance, that government is the
curfe of mankind. In proportion as men are made to under-
frand their true interefts, they will conduét themfelves wifely,
both when they act and when they forbear, and their condu&
will therefore promife the moft advantageous iffue, He, whofe
mind has carefully been inured to the diCtates of reafon, is of all
men leaft likely to convert into the rath and headftrong invader
of the general weal.. ’

SECTION

L i
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SECTION IV.

OF THE SPECIES OF REFORM 70 BE DESIRED.

OUGHT IT TO BE PARTIAL OR ENTIRE {—TRUTH MAY

" NOT BE PARTIALLY TAUGHT.—PARTIAL REFORMA-
TION CONSIDERED,——OBJECTION.~—ANSWER.~—PARTIAL
REFORM INDISPENSIBLE,~—~ NATURE OF A JUST REVOLU-
TI1ON--HOW DISTANT {

HERE is one more queftion which cannot fail occa~

fionally to fuggeft itfelf to the advocate of focial reform-
ation, “ Qught we to defire to fee this reformation introduced
gradually or at once?” Neither fide of this dilemma prefents
us with the proper expedient.

No project can be more injurious to the caufe of truth, than
that of prefenting it imperfectly and by parcels to the attention
of mankind, Secn in its juft light, the effect produced cannot
fail to be confiderable ; but, fhewn in fome part'ial and imperfedt
way, it will afford a thoufand advantages to its adverfarics,
Many objections will feem plaufible, which a full view of the
fubje would have diffipated.  Whatcver limits truth is error;
and of confequence fuch a limited view cannot fail to include a

Yf2 confiderable

BOOK IV.
CHAP. IL.

Srerion 1V,
Ought it o

be partial or
entire ?

Truth may
not be pre
tiully taught,



220

ROOK V.
CHAP. I

e et
Sscrion iV,

Partial re.
formation
confidered,

Objeétion.

Anfwer.
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confiderable mixture of error. Many ideas may be excellent as
parts of a great whole, which, when violently torn from their
conne&ion, will not only ceafe to be excellent, but may in fome
cafes become pofitively injurious, In this war of pofts and
fkirmithes victory will perpetually appear to be doubtful, and
men will either be perfuaded, that truth itfelf is of little value,
or that human intellet is fo narrow as to render the difcovery

of truth a hopelefs purfuit.

It may be alledged, that % one of the confiderations of
greateft influence in human affairs is that of the gradual decline
of ill things to worfe, till at length the mifchief, having proceed-
ed to its higheft climax, can maintain itfelf no longer. The
argument in favour of focial improvement would lofe much of
its relative energy, if the opportunity of a fecret comparifon of
poffible good with aGual evil were taken away. All partial
reforms are of the nature of palliatives. They fkin over the
difeafed part inftead of extirpating the difeafe. By giving a
fmall benefit, perhaps a benefit only in appearance, they cheat
us of the fuperior good we ought to have demanded. By
firipping error of a part of its enormities, they give it frefh

vigour and a longer duration.”

We muft be cautious however of pufhing this argument too
far, 'To fuppofe that truth ftands in abfolute need of a foil,

or that fhe cannot produce full conviction by her native light, is
4 a con.
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a conception unworthy of her enlightened advocates. The true

folution will probably be found in the accurately diftinguifhing ~——=/

the fources of reform. Whatever reform, general or partial, fhall
be fuggefted to the community at large by an unmutilated view
of the fubje&, ought to be feen with fome degree of complacency.
But a reform, that fhall be offered us by thofe whofe intereft is
fuppofed to lie in the perpetuating of abufe, and the intention of
which is rather to give permanence to error by divefting it of its
moft odious features, is little entitled to our countenance. The
true principle of focial improvement lies in the correcting public
opinion. Whatever reform is flolen upon the community un-
regarded, and does not fpontancoully flow from the energy of
the general mind, is unworthy of congratulation, It is in
this refpe@ with nations as with individuals. He that quits a
vicious habit, not from reafon and conviction, but becaufe his
appetites no longer folicit him to its indulgence, does not deferve
the epithet of virtuous, The object it becomes us to purfue is,
to give vigour to public opinion, not to fink it into liftleflnefs
and indifference. .

When partial reformation proceeds from its legitimate caufe,
the progrefs fociety has made in the acquifition of truth,
it may frequently be cntitled to our applaufe. Man is the
creature of habits. Gradual improvement is 2 moft confpicuous
law of his nature. 'When thercfore fome confiderable advantage
is fufficicntly underftood by the community to induce them to

defire
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OF THE SPECIES OF
delire its cfablithment, that eftablifhment will afterwards readt
to the enlightening of intellect and the generating of virtue, It
is natural for us to take our ftand upon fome leading truth, and
from thence explore the regions we have flill to traverfe.

There is indeed a fenfe in which gradual improvement is the
only alternative between reformation and no reformation, All
human intelleds are at fea upon the great ocean of infinite truth,
and their voyage though attended with hourly advantage will
never be at an end.  If therefore we will ftay till we fhall have
devifed a reformation fo complete, as fhall neced no farther re-
formation to render it more complete, we fhall eternally remain
in inaction. Whatever is fairly underftood upon general prin-
ciples by a confiderable part of the community, and oppofed by
none or by a very rew, may be confidered as fufficiently ripe for

execution,

To recapitulate the principal obje¢t of this chapter, I would
once again repeat, that violence may fyit the plan of any political
partifan, rather than of him that pleads the caufe of fimple juf-
tico.  There is even a fenfe in which the reform aimed at by the
true politician may be aflirmed to be lefs a gradual than an entire
oue, without contradicting the former pofition.  The complete re-
formation that is wanted, is not inftant but future reformation,
It cun in reality fearcely be confidered as of the nature of action,
It conhits in an univerful illumination. Men feel their fitua-

7 tion,
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REFORM TO BE DESIRED.

tion, and the reftraints, that fhackled them before, vanith like a
mere deception. When the true crifis thall come, not a fword
will need to be drawn, not a finger to be lifted up. The adver-
farics will be too few and too fecble to darc to make a ftand
againft the univerfal fenfe of mankind.

Nor do thefe ideas imply, as at firft fight they might feem to
imply, that the revolution is at an immeafurable diftance. It is
of the nature of human affairs that great changes (hould appear
to be fudden, and great difcoveries to be made unexpedledly,
and as it were by accident. In forming the mind of a young
perfon, in endeavouring to give a new bent to that of a perfon
of maturer years, I fhall for along time feem to have produced
little effe®, and the fruits will fhew themfelves when [ leaft ex-
peted them. The kingdom of truth comes not with oftentation.
The feeds of virtue may appear to perifh before they germinate.

To recur once more to the example of France, the works of
her great political writers fecmed for a long time to produce little
profpeét of any practicaleffe@. Helvetius, one of the lateft, in a
work publithed after his death in 1771, laments in pathetic ftrains
the hopelefs condition of his country. “ In the hiftory of every
people,” fays he, * there arc moments, in which, uncertain of
the fide they fhall choofe, and balanced between political good
and evily they {eel a defire to be inftrudted 5 in which the foi, o
to exprefs mylclf) is in fome manner prepared, and may eafily be

impregnate.l
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impregnated with the dew of truth. At fuch a moment the pub-
lication of a valuable book may give birth to the moft aufpicious
reforms: but, when that moment is no more, the nation, become
infenfible to the beft motives, is by the nature of its government
plunged deeper and decper in ignorance and ftupidity. The foil
of intelle¢t is then hard and impenctrable; the rains may fall,
may fpread their moifture upon the furface, but the profpe of
fertility is gone. Such is the condition of France. Het pecple
are become the contempt of Europe. No falutary crifis fhall ever -
reftore them to liberty*.”’

But in fpite of thefe melancholy predictions, the work of re-
novation was in continual progrefs, The American revolution
gave the finithing ftroke,and only fix years elapfed between the
completion of American liberty and the commencement of the
French revolution. Will a term longer than this be neceffary,

* ¢ Dars chaque nation il eff des mamens o les citogens, incertains du parti qu'ils
doivent prendre, et fifpendus entre un bon et un mawvais gowvernement, éprouvent la
Joif de Pinflruction, ok les efprits, fi je Vofe dirve, préparés et amenblis pewvent étve fa-
ctlement pénétrés de la vofee de la vivite.  Qilen ce moment un bon ouvrage pareiffe,
il peut opérer dheureufes véformes : mais cet inflant paffé, les ciloyensy infenfibles & la
gloire, fint par la forme de leur gowvernement invinciblenient entrainés vers Uignorance
et Pabrutiffiment.  Alors les efprits font la terre endurcie s Peau de la vévité y tomibey
y coule, mais fans la fieonder, el oft Pitat de ln France.  Cette nation avilie eff an-
Jourd'hui le miépris de I Euroge, Nulle crife falutaire ne lui vendra la liberté”

De P Homme, Priface.

before
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before France, the moft refined and confiderable nation i the ‘f‘g(ﬂf i;‘
world, will lead other nations to imitate and improve upon her \)‘*::J:-‘T‘
plan?  Let the true frignd of man be inccffant in the propagas
tion of truth, and vigilant to counteract all the caufes that mighe
diturb the regularity of her progrefs, and he will lave every

reafon to hope an carly and a favourable event,
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CHAP IL
OF TYRANNICIDE

DIVERSITY OF OPINIONS ON THIS SUBJECT,—~~ARGUMENT IN
ITS VINDICATION.—THE DESTRUCTION OF A TYRANT
NOT A CASE OF EXCEPTION,~~CONSEQUENCES OF TYRAN~
NICIDE.~—AS$SASSINATION DESCRIBED,~——IMPORTANCE OF

SINCERITY.

A QUESTION, conneéted with the mode of effecting re-
volutions, and which has been eagerly difcufled among
political reafoners, is that of tyrannicide. The moralits of anti-
quity warmly contended for the lawfulnefs of this practice; by

the moderns it has generally been condemned. -

The arguments in its favour are built upon a very obvious
principle. ¢ Juftice ought univerfally to be adminiftercd.  Upon
leffer criminals it is done, or pretended to be done, by the laws
of the community. But criminals by whom law is fubverted, and
who overturn the libertics of mankind, are out of the rcach of the
ordinary adminiftration of juftice. If juftice be partially admi-
niftered in fubordinate cafcs, and the rich man be able to opprefs

X the
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the poor with impunity, it muft be admitted that a few examples PooK v
of this fort arc infufficient to authorife the laft appeal of human ‘“——
beings. But no man will deny that the cafe of the ufurper and
the defpot is of the moft atrocious nature, In this inflance, all
the provifions of civil policy being fuperfeded, and juftice poi-
foned at the fourcc, every man is left to exccute for himfelf tie

decrees of eternal equity.”

It may however be doubted whether the deftrudtion of a tv- The deftrne-
. . tion of 4 ty~
rant be in any refpect a cafe of exception from the rules proper wut not a
R cafeof cxeep-
to be obferved upon ordinary occafions, The tyrant has ccr- tion,
tainly no particular fanlity annexed to his perfon, and may be
killed with as little fcruple as any other man, when the obje is
that of repelling immediate violence. In all other cafes, the cx-
tirpation of the offender by a felf-appointed authority, does not

appear to be the proper mode of countera@ing injuftice.

For, firft, either the nation, whofc tyrant you would dcftroy, Confeequences
is ripe for the affertion and maintenance of its liberty, or it is not. ,‘_.';i-:c"_'mm'i'
If it be, the ryrant ought to be depofed with every appearance
of publicity. Nothing can be more improper, than for an affair,
interefting to the general weal, to be conduted as if it were an
a&t of darknefs and thame. It is an ill leflon we read to mun-

Lind, when a proceeding, built upon the bread bafis of gencral
juflice, is pamitted to fhrink from public ferutiny,  The piftol
and the dogeer mav as cafily be made the auxiliaries of vice as

G o
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OF TYRANNICIDE,
of virtue, ‘T'o proftribe all violence, and neglect no means of
information and imvartiality, Is e moft effectual fecurity we
ean have for an e conformable to the voice of reafan aud

truth,

If the nation be not tipe for a flae of freedom, the man,
who afiumes 1o himfelf the right of iuterpoting viclence, may in-
deed thew the rervour of his concevtion, and gain a certéin de-
gree of notoriety,  Famie he will not gain, for munkind at pre-
fent regard an adt of this fori with rueticed ubhorrence 3 and he
will infli&t new calumiies on his country. 1 he conlequences
of tyrannicide are well known.  If the attempt prove abortive,
it renders the tyrant ten times more bloody, ferocious, and crucl
than before. 1 it fucceed, and the tyranny be reftored, it pro-
duces the fame cffed upon his fucceffors,  In the climate cf def-
potifin fome folitary virtucs may fpring up,  But in the midft of
plots and confpiracies there is neither truth, nor conhdence, nor
love, nor humanity.

Sccondly, the true merits of the queftion will be flill farther
underftood, if we reflect on the nature of ailaflination, The
miftake, which has been incurred upon this fubject, is to be im-
puted principally to the fuperficial view that has been taken of
it. If its advocates had followed the confpirator through all his
windings, and obferved his perpetual alarm left truth fhonld be-
come known, they would probably have been lels indifcriminate

4 in
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in thelr applaufe. No adlion cat be ima;ined more dir. &ly at
var with a principle of ingenuoninefs and candour,  Like all
that s moft odious in the catalogue of viees, it delight; in obfeu-
rivy, It fhrinks from the penctrating cye of witdom. It aveids
it queftion, and hefitates and treinbles before the quclicner, e
frugeles for a ranquil gaiety, and is only complete where there
i the moft perfect hypocrify.  Tv changes the uie of fpecch, and
compofes every feature the better to deccive, Linagine to your-
fulf the confpirators, knecling at the feet of Ciefor, as they did
the moment before they deftroyed him,  Not all the virtue of

Brutus can fave them from your indignation..

There cannot be a better inftance than that of which we are
treating, to prove the irportance of gen ral finceritv, We dee in
this examyle, that an alion, which has been undertaken from
the beft motives, may by a defect in this particulur tend to overs
turn the very foundations of juftice and happinels.  Wherever
there is allafiination, there is an end to ail conndence among
men.  Protells and affeverations go for nothing.,  Noinan pre-
fumes to know his neighbour’s intention. The beunduries, that
have hitherto ferved to divide virtue and vice, are gone. The
true interetts of mankind require, not their removid, bat their
confinmation. Al morality procecds upon the atfumption of
fomething evident and true, will grow and expand in propertion
as thefe indications are more clear and unequivocaly and could
not ¢sit for a moment, it they were deftroyed.

(: I‘I 1‘\ Po
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CHAP IV,

OF THE CULTIVATION OF TRUTH.

g?ﬁ% R; ERHAPS there cannot be a fubje& of greater political
e importance, or better calculated to lead us in fafety through

the mazes of controverfy, than that of the value of truth, Truth
may be confidered by us, cither abftractedly, as it relates to certain
generaj and unchangealle principles, or pradically, as it relates
to the daily incidents and ordinary commerce of human life.
In whichever of thefe views we confider it, the more deeply we
meditate its nature and tendency, the more fhall we be ftruck
with its unrivalled importance.

SECTION
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SECTION L

OF ABSTRACT OR GENERAL TRUTIL

ITS IMPORTANCE AS CONDUCING—TO OUR INTELLECTUAL
IMPROVEMENT—TOQOQUR MORAL IMPROVEMENT.—VIRTUVE
qTHE BEST SOURCE OF HAPPINESS,—PROVED BY CUMPARI«
SON—BY ITS MANNER OF ADAPTING ITSELF TO ALL
SITUATIONS—BY [TS UNDECAYING EXVCELLENCE —CAN-

 NOT BE EFFECTUALLY PROPAGATED BUT BY A CULTI-
VATED MIND,—IMPORTANCE OF GENLRAL TRUTH TO

OUR POLITICAL IMPROVEMENT,

BSTRACTEDLY confidered, it conduces to the perfection
of our underftandinge, our virtue and our political infli-

tutions,

In the difcovery and knowledge of truth is comprifed all that
which an impartial and refleting mind is accuftomed to admire,
It is not poffible for us ferioufly to doubt concerning the pre-
ference of a capacious and ardent intclligence over the limited
perceptions of a brute.  All that we can imagine of angels and
Gods confifts in fuperior wiflom. Do you fay in power aifo?
It will prefently appear that wifdom is power. The truths of
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weneral nagure, thofe traths which preceded, cither {ubftantially

or in the mature of things, the particular exiftences that fur-
round us, and are independent of them all, ave inexhauftible,
Is it pollible that a knowledge of thefe truths, the truths of ma-
thematics, of metaphyfics and morals, the truths which, accord-
ing to Plato’s conception ¥, taught the creator of the world the
nature of kis materials, the refult of his operations, the confe-
quences of all poflible fyftems in all their detail, fhould not exalt
and elevate the mind 2 The truths of particular nature, the hif-
tory of man, the charalters and propenfitics of human be
ings, the procefs of our own minds, the capacity of our natures,
are fcarcely lefs valuable, The reafon they are fo will beft ap-
pear if we confider, fecondly, the tendency of truth in cone

ducing to the perfection of our virtue,

Virtue cannot exift in an eminent degree, unaccompanied by
an extenfive furvey of caufes and their confequences, fo that,
having firuck an accurate balance between the mixed bencfits
and injuries that for the prefent adhere to all human affairs, we
may adopt that conduct which leads to the greateft poffible ad-
vantage. If there be fuch a thing as virtue, it muft admit of
degrees.  If it admit of degrees, he muft be moft virtuous, who
choofes with the foundeft judgment the greateft poflible good of
his fpecies.  But, in order to choofe the greateft poflible good,

¢ Sece the Parmenides.

he



he muft be deeply acquainted with the nature of man, its genc-
ral features and its varieties. In order to execute it, he muft
have confidered all the infiruments for impreffing mind, and
the different modes of applying them, and muft know exaétly
the proper moment for bringing them into action. [In what-
ever light we confider virtue, whether we place it in the action
or the difpofition, its degree muft be intimately connedted with
the degree of knowledge. No man can love virtue fufliciently,
who has not an acute and lively perception of its beauty, and
its tendency to produce the only folid and permancnt happinefs.
What comparifon can be made between the virtue of Socrates
and that of a Hottentot or a Siberian? A humorous example
how univerfally this truth has been perceived might be drawn
from Tertulliah, who, as a father of the church, was obliged to
maintain the hollownefs and infignificance of pagan virtues, and
accordingly affures us, “that the moft ignorant peafant under the
Chriftian difpenfation poffefled more real knowledge than the
wifeft of the ancient philofophers *,”

We fhall be ftill more fully aware of the connedion between
virtue and knowledge, if we confider that the highefi empiov-
ment of virtue is to propagate itfelf.  Virtue alone is happinefs,
The happincfs of a brute that fpends the greater part of his Life
in liftlefincfs and ileep, is but one remove from the hayyines of
a plant that is full of fap, vigour and nutriticn.  Thc hap) incfs

» Apologia, Cap. xlvi.  See this fubject farther purfued in Appendix, No. 1,
I1h of
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of a man who purfues licentious pleafure is momentary, and his
intcrvals of wearinefs and difguft perpetual,  He fpeedily wears
himfelf out in his fpecious career ; and, every time that he em-
ploys the means of delight which his corporeal exiftence affords.
him, takes fo much from his capacity of enjoyment. If he be
wife enough like Epicurus to perceive a part of thefe difad~-
vantages, and to find in frefh herbs and the water of the fpring
the trueft gratification of his appetite, he will be obliged to feck
fome addition to his ftock of enjoyment, and like Epicurus to
become benevolent out of pure fenfuality, But the virtuous:
man has a perpetual fource of enjoyment. The only reafon on
account of which the truth’ of this affertion was ever contro.-
verted, is, that men have not underftood what it was that cons-
ftituted virtue.

It is impoffible that any fituation can accur in which virtue
cannot find room to expatiate. In fociety there is continual
opportunity for its active employment. I cannot have inter-
courfe with any human being who may not be the better for
that intercourfe. If he be already juft and virtuous, thele qua-
lities are improved by communication. It is from a fimilar
principle that it has been obferved that great geniufes have
ufually exifted in a clufter, and have been awakened by the fire
firuck into them by their neighbours. If he be imperfe& and
erroneous, there muft be always fome prejudice I may contri-

bute to deftroy, fome motive to delincate, fome exror to remove.
i If
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If I be prejudiced and imperfec myfelf, it cannot however happen
that my prejudices and imperfeCtions fhall be exactly coincident
with his. I may therefore inform him of the truths. that I know,
and even by the collifion of prejudices truth is clicited, It is
impoffible that 1 fhould firenuoufly apply myfelf to his mind
with fincere motives of benevolence without fome good being
the refult. Nor am I more at a lofs in folitude. In folitude I
may accumulate the materials of focial benefit,  No fituation can
be fo defperate as to preclude thefe efforts. Voltaire, when
thut up in the Baflille, and for ought he knew for life, deprived
of books, of pens and of paper, arranged and in part executed
the proje& of his Henriade ¥,

Another advantage of virtue in this perfonal view, is that,
while fenfual pleafure exhaufts the frame, and paffions often ex-
cited jbécome frigid and callous, virtue has exa@ly the oppofite
propenfities, Paffions, in the ufual acceptation of that term,
having no abfolute foundation in the nature of things, delight
only by their novelty. But the more we are acquainted with
virtue, the more eftimable will it appear; and its field is as end-
lefs as the progrefs of mind. If an enlightened love of it be
once excited in the mind, it is impoffible that it fhould not con-

tinually increafc, By its variety, by its adivity it perpetually

* Vie de Voltaire, par M*** (faid to be the marquis de Villette). A Genevee,
1786. Chap. iv.  'This is probably the bell hiftory of chis grear man which has
yet appeared.

Hh2 renovates
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renovates itlelf, and renders the intelle&t in which it refides

ever new and ever young,

All thefe reafonings are calculated to perfuade us that the moft
precious boon we can beftow upon others is virtue, that the
higheft employment of virtue is to propagate itfelf. But, as
virtue is infeparably connected with knowledge in my own
mind, fo can it only by knowledge be communicated to others,
[How can the virtue we have juft been contemplating be created,
but by infufing comprehenfive views and communicating ener-
getic truths? Now that man alone is qualified to give thefe
views, and communicate thefe truths, who is himfelf pervaded
with them.

Let us fuppofe for a moment virtuous difpofitions as exifting
without knowledge or outrunning knowledge, the laft of which
is certainly poffible, and we fhall prefently find how little fuch
virtue is worthy to be propagated. The moft gencrous views
will in fuch cafes frequently lead to the moft nefarious ations.
A Calvin will burn Servetus, and a Digby generate the gun-
powder treafon. But, to leave thefe extreme inftances, in all
calcs where miftaken virtue leads to cruel and tyrannical ations,
the mind will be foured and made putrefcent by the actions it
perpetrates. Truth, immortal and ever prefent truth, is fo
powcrful, that, in fpite of all his inveterate prejudices, the
upright man will fufpet himfelf, when he refolves upon an

action



“OF TRUTH.
action that is at war with the plaineft principles of morality.
He will become melancholy, diflutisiied and anxious.  His firm.-
nefs will degenerate into obftinacy, and his juflice into inexora-
ble feverity,  The farther he purfues kis fyftem, the more crro-
neous will he become, The farther he‘purf'ues it, the lefs will
he be fatisficd with it,  As truth is an endlefs fource of tranquil-
lity and delight, error will be a prolific fountain of new miftakes
and new difcontent.

As to the third point, the tendency of truth to the improve-
ment of our political inflitutions, this is in reality the fubje@ of
the prefent volume, and has been particularly argued in fome of
the earlier divifions of the work. If politics be a fcience, the
inveftigation of truth muft be the means of unfolding it. If
men refemble each other in more numerous and eflential par-
ticulars than thofe in which they differ, if the beft purpofes that
can be accomplifhed refpeCting them be to make them free and
virtuous and wife, there muft be one beft method of advancing
thefe common purpofes, one beft mode of focial exiftence
deducible from the principles of their nature. If truth be one,
there muft be one code of truths on the fubjet of our reciprocal
duties. Nor is the inveftigation of truth only the beft mode of
arriving at the objet of all political inflitutions, but it is alfo the
beft mode of introducing and eftablithing it. Difcuffion is the
path that leads to difcovery and demonftration. Motives fer-
ment in the minds of great bodies of men till all is ripe for

adlion,
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BOOK IV, a&tion, The more familiar the mind becomes with the ideas of

CHAP. IV, , e
which they confift and the propofitions that exprefs them, the
more fully is it pervaded with their urgency and importance.

Secrion I,

SECTION IL
OF SINCERITY

NATURE OF THIS VIRTUE~ITS EFFECTS—UPON OUR OWN

ACTIONS—UPON OUR NEIGHBOURS.~~IT§ TENDENCY TO

PRODUCE FORTITUDB.—EFFECTS OF INSINCERITY.—CHA~

RACTER WHICH SINCERITY WOULD ACQUIRE TO HIM

WHO PRACTISED IT.—— OBJECTIONS, =~ THE FEAR OF

GIVING UNNECESSARY PAIN,~ANSWER,—THE DESIRE

OF PRESERVING MY LIFE—THIS OBJECTION PROVES

TOO MUCH.—ANSWER,—8ECRECY CONSIDERED,—THE SE-

CRETS OF OTHERS,—STATE SECRETS.—SECRETS OF PHI¢
LANTHROPY.

Secrios IT. T is evident in the laft place, that a ftri€t adherence to truth

M‘ will have the beft effe® upon our minds in the ordinary

- commerce of life. This is the virtue which has commonly been

known by the denomination of fincerity ; and, whatever certain

accom-
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accommodating moralifts may tcach us, the value of fincerity
will be in the higheft degree obfcured, when it is not complete,
Real fincerity depofes me from all authority over the flatement
of fats, Similar to the duty which Tully impofes upon the
hiftorian, it compels me not te dare “to utter what is fulfe, or
conceal what is true,”  Itannihilates the baftard prudence, which
would inflruct me to give language to no fentiment that may be
prejudicial to my interefts. It extirpates the low and felfith
principle, which would induce me to utter nothing “to the dil~
advantage of him from whom I have received no injury.” It
compels, me to regard the concerns of my fpecies as my own
concerns.. What I know of truth, of morals, of religion, of
government, it compels me to communicate, All the praife
which. a virtuous man and an honeft aCtion can merit, I am
obliged' to pay to the uttermoft mite. I am obliged to give
language to all the blame to which profligacy, venality, hy-
pocrify and circumvention are fo juftly entitled. I am not em-
powered to conceal any thing I know of myfelf, whetherit tend
to my honour or to my difgrace. I am obliged to treat every
other man with equal franknefs, without dreading the imputation
of flattery on the one hand, without dreading his refentment

and enmity on the other.

Did every man impofe this law upon himfclf, he would be
obliged to confider before he decided upon the commiffion of an
equivocal aétion, whether he chofe to be his own hiftorian, to

be

239

BOOK 1V,
CHAP. IV,

[
Sccqten 1L

Tts effeéts
upon our owa
adtions:



240

BOOK V.
CHAP. IV,

v s
Secrion H,

upon our
acirhbours,

. OF-SINCERITY.

be the future narrator of the fcene in which he was engaging,
It has been juftly obferved that the popifh practice of auricular
confeflion has been attended with fome falutary effects, How
much better would it be, if, inftead of a pradtice thus ambigu-
ous, and which may be converted into fo dangerous an engine
of ecclefiaftical defpotifim, every man would make the world his
confeflional, and the human fpecies the keeper of his con-
fcience ?

How extenfive an effe¢t would be produced, if every man
were fure of meeting in his neighbour the ingenuous cenfor,
who would tell to himfelf, and publith to the world, his virtues,
his good deeds, his meanneffes and his’follies ? - I have no right
to reject any duty, becaufe it is equally incumbent upon my
neighbours, and they do not pradtife it 'When I have dif-
charged the whole of my duty, it is weaknefs and vice to make
myfelf unhappy about the omiffions of others. Nor is it poflible
to fay how much good one man fufficiently rigid in his ad-
herence to truth would effe@. One fuch man, with genius,

information and energy, might redesm a nation from vice,

The confoquence to mylelf of telling every man the truth,
recardlefs of perfonal danger or of injury to my interefls in the
werld, would be uncommonly favourable. T thould acquire a
fortitude that would render me equal to the moft trying fitua-

tions, that weuld maintain my prefence of mind entire in fpite

of
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of unexpected occurrences, that would furnifh me with extem-
porary arguments and wifdom, and endue my tongue with
irrefiftible eloquence. Animated by the love of truth, my
underftanding would always be vigorous and alert, not as before
frequently fubjed to liftleflnefs, timidity and infipidity. Ani-
mated by the love of truth, and by a paffion infeparable from its
nature, and which is almoft the fame thing under another name,
the love of my fpecies, I fhould carcfully feck for fuch topics as
might moft conduce to the benefit of my neighbours, anxioufly
watch the progrefs of mind, and inceflantly labour for the extir-
pation of prejudice.

What is it that at this day cnables a thoufand errors to keep
their ftation in the world, prieftcraft, tefts, bribery, war, cabal,
and whatever elfc is the contempt and abhorrence of the enlight-
encd and honeft mind ? Cowardice. Becaufe, while vice walks
ere& with an unabafhed countenance, men lefs vicious dare not
paint her with that truth of colouring, which fhould at once
confirm the innocent and reform the guilty. Becaufe the
majority of thofe who are not involved in the bufy feene, and
who, poflefling fome difcernment, fee that things are not alto-
gether right, yet fee in fo frigid a way, and with fo imperfe& a
view. Many, who dete& the impofture, are yet abfurd enough
to imagine that impofture is neceffary to keep the world in
awe, and that truth being too weak to curb the turbulent pafs
fions of mankind, it is exceedingly proper to call in knavery
and artifice as the abettors of her power. If every man to-day

It would
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would tell all the truth he knows, three years hence there would-
be fearcely a fallhood of any magnitude remaining in the
civilifed world.

There is no fear that the characer here defcribed thould de-
gencrateinto ruggednefs and brutality *.  'The motive by which
it is animated affords a fufficient fecurity againft fuch con«
fequences. “ I'tell an unpleafant truth to my neighbour from a
convition that it is my duty, I am convinced it is my duty,
becaufe I perceive the communication is calculated for his
benefit.” His benefit therefore is the motive of my proceeding,
and with fuch a motive it is impoflible I fhould not feek to
communicate it in the moft efficacious form, not roufing his
refentment, but awakening his moral feclings and his energy.
Meanwhile the happieft of all qualifications in order to render
truth palatable, is that which rifes fpontaneoully in the fituation
we have been confidering, Truth according to the terms of the
fuppofition is to be fpoken from the love of truth.  But the face,
the voice, the gefture are fo many indexes to the mind, It is
fearcely poffible therefore that the perfon with whom I am con-
verfing fhould not perceive, that I am influenced by no malig-
nity, acrimony and envy. In proportion as my inotive is pure,
at leaft after a few experiments, my manner will become unem-
barraffed. There will be franknefs in my voice, fervour in my
gefture, and kindnefs in my heart. That man’s mind muft be

* See a particular cale of this fincerity difcuffed in Appendix, No. IL

1 of
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into rancour and averfion. ‘There is an energy in the fincerity

-of a virtuous mind that nothing human can refift.

I ftop not to confider the objeCtions of the man who is im= Objciions,
merfed in worldly profpe@ts and purfuits, He that does not
know that virtue is better than riches or title muft be convinced
by arguments foreign to this place.

But it will be afked, “ What then, are painful truths to be dif- The fear of
clofed to perfons who are already in the moft pitiable circum- ﬁ“ﬂ‘?f; ‘},'.'.'.'é
ftances? Ought a woman that is dying of a fever to be informed
«of the fate of her hufband whofe fkull has been fraGured by a

fall from his horfe 2”

The moft that could poffibly be conceded to a cafe like this, Anfwer.
is, that this perhaps is not the moment to begin to treat like a ra-
tional being a perfon who has through the courfe of a long life
been treated like an infant. But in reality there is a mode in
which under fuch circumftances truth may fafely be communi-
cated ; and, if it be not thus done, there is perpetual danger that
it may be done in a blunter way by the heedlefs loquacioufnefs
of a chambermaid, or the yet undebauched fincerity of an infant.
Yow many arts of hypocrify, firatagem and falthood muft be
«mployed to cover this pitiful fecret 2 Truth was calculated in

1ia2 the



244

OF SINCERITY.

BOOK W- the nature of things to difcipline the mind to fortitude, humanity

CHAP.

"——'v*—-" and virtue. Who are we, that we fhould fubvert the nature of

Sscrion il

The defire of

prefurvin
my life, d

This objece

tion proves
too much.

things and the fyftem of the univerfe, that we thould breed wp-
a fet of fummer infe@s, upon which the breeze of fincerity may
never blow, and the tempeft of misfortune never beat

“ But truth may fometimes be fatal to him that fpeaks it..
A man, who fought for the Pretender in the year 1745, when.
the event happened that difperfed his- companions, betook him-
felf to folitary flight. He fell in with a pasty of loyalifts who
were feeking to apprehend him; but not knowing his perfon,
they enquired of him for intelligence to guide them in their pur-.

fuit. He returned an anfwer calculated to cherifh them in theis
miftake, and faved his life.”

"This like the former is an extreme cafe ; but the true anfwer
will probably be found to be the fame. If any one thould quef-
tion this, let him confider how far his approbation of the con-
dué& of the perfon above cited would lead him. The rebels, as
they were called, were treated in the period from which the
example is drawn with the moft illiberal injuftice. This man,
guided perhaps by the moft magnanimeus motives in what he
had done, would have been put to an ignominious death. But,
if he had a right to extricate himfelf by falthood, why not the
wretch who has been guilty of forgery, who has deferved pu-
nifhment, but who may now be confcious that he has in him

materials
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materials and inclination to make a valuable member of fociety ?
Nor is the inclination an effential part of the fuppofition. Where-
ever the materials exift, it will perhaps be found to be flagrantly
unjuft on the part of fociety to deftroythem, inftead of difcovering
the means by which they might be rendered innocent and ufe-
ful. At this rate, a man has nothing to do but to commit one
crime, in order to give him a right to commit a fecond which.
fhall fecure impunity to the firft.

But why, when fo many hundred individuals have been con-
tented to become martyrs to the unintelligible principles of a
pitiful fect, fhould not the one innocent man I have been de-
feribing be contented to offer himfelf up a vi&tim at the fhrine of
-veracity 2 'Why fhould he purchafe a few poor years of exile
and mifery by the commiffion of falthood? Had he furren-
dered himfelf to his purfuers, had he declared in the prefence of
his judges and his country, % I, whom you think too wicked and
degenerate to deferve even to live, have chofen rather to en-
counter your injuftice than be guilty of an untruth: I would
have efcaped from your iniquity and tyranny if I had been able;
but, hedged in on all fides, having no means of deliverance but in
falthood, I chearfully fubmit to all that your malice can inflilt
rather. than violate the majefty of truth:” would he not have
done an honour to himfelf, and afforded an example to the
world, that would have fully compenfated the calamity of his
untimely death? It is in all cafes. incumbent upon us to dif-

charge
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charge our own duty, without being influcnced by the enquiry
whether other men will difcharge or negled theirs.

It muft be remembered however that this is not the true jet

-of the argument, The firels does not lic upon the good he

would have done: that is precarious. This heroic afion, as

‘it is to be feared has been the cafe with many others, mizht be

configned to oblivion. The objet of true wiflom under the

circumftances we are confidering, is to weigh, not fo much what

is to be done, as what'isto be avoided. 'We muft not be guilty
-of infincerity, “We muft not feck to obtain a defirable object by

vile means, We muft prefer a general principle to the mere-
tricious attractions of a particular deviation, We muft perceive
in the prefervation of that general principle a balance of univer-
fal good, outweighing the bencfit to arife in any inftance from
fuperfeding it. It is by general principles that the bufinefs of
the univerfc is carricd on. If the laws of gravity and impulfe
did not make us know the confequences of our actions, we thould
be incapable of judgment and inference. Nor is this lefs true
in morals. He that, having laid down to himfelf a plan of fin-
cerity, is guilty of a fingle deviation, infe@s the whole, conta~
minates the franknefs and magnanimity of his temper (for for-
titude in the intrepidity .of lying is bafenefs), and is lefs vir-
tuous than the foe againft whom he defends himfelf; for it is
more virtuous in my ncighbour to confide in my apparent ho-
nefty, than in me to abule his confidence. In the cafc of mar-

tyrdom
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tyrdom there are two things to be confidered. It is an evil not Buok v,

wantonly to be incurred, for we know not what good yet re- o~

mains for us to do. It isan evil not to be avoided at the ex-
pence of principle, for we fhould be upon our guard againft fut-
ting an inordinate value upon our own efforts, and imagining
that truth would die, if we were to be deftroyed.

“ But what becomes of the great duty of fecrecy, which the :af::fxv con-
incomparable Fenclon has made a capital branch in the education
of his Telemachus?” It is annihilated. It becomes a truly vir-
tuous man not to engage in any aftion of which he would be
afhamed though all the world were fpeCator. Indeed Fenclon
with all his ability has fallen into the moft palpable inconfiftency
upon this fubje In Ithaca a confiderable part of the merit of
Telemachus confifts in keeping his mother’s fecrets *,  When
he arrives in Tyre, he will not be perfuaded to commit or

{uffer a deception, though his lifc was apparently at ftake .

What is it of which an honeft man is commounly athamed?
Of virtuous poverty, of doing menial offices for himfelf; of hav-
ing raifed himfelf by merit from a humble fituation, and of a
thoufand particulars which in reality conftitute his glory, With
refpect to adtions of beneficence we cannot be too much upon
our guard againft a {pirit of oflentation and the charadter that
imperioully exacts the gratitude of its beneliciaries 5 but it is

certainly an extreme weaknels to defire to hide our deferts. So

8 Telemaque, Liv. XT L. { Liv. U1
far
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far from defiring to withhold from the world the know-
lcdge of our good deeds, we ought to be forward to exhibit an
attra@tive and illuftrious example. We cannot determine to
keep any thing fecret without rifking at the fame time -to
commit a hundred artifices, quibbles, equivocations and falf-

hoods,

“But the fecrets of others, * have I a power over them?” Pro-
bably not: ‘but you have a duty refpecting them, The facts with

-which you are acquainted are a part of your poffeflions, and you

are as much obliged refpeting them as in any other cafe, to
cmploy them for the public good. Have I no right to indulge
in myfelf the caprice of concealing any of my affairs, and can
another man have a right by his caprice to hedge up and re-
firain the path of my duty ?—* But flate fecrets "’ This perhaps
is a fubject that ought not to be anticipated. We fhall have
occafion to enquire how minifters of the concerns of a nation
came by their right to equivocate, to juggle and over-reach,
while private men are obliged to be ingenuaus, Uire@ and
fincere,

“There is one cafe of a fingular nature that feems to deferve a
feparate examination ; the cafe of fecrets that are to be kept for
the fake of mankind. Full juftice is done to the affirmative fide
of this argument by Mr. Condorcetin his Life of Voltaire, where
he is juttifying this illufirious friend of mankind, for his gentle-
.nefs and forbearance in aflerting the libertics of the fpecies.  He

firft
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firft cnumerates the inceffant attacks of Voltaire upon fuperftition,
hypoeritical aufteritics and war; and then proceeds : It is true,
the more men arc enlighteied, the more they will be free; but
let us not pur defpots on their guard, wnd incite them to form
a league againit the progress of realon,  Let us conceal from
them the firict and eternal union that fubfifts between knowledge
and liberty,  Voltaire thought proper to paint fuperftition as the
encmy of monarchy, to put kings and princes upon their guard
againft the gloomy ferocity and ambition of the priefthood, and
to demontftrate that, were it not for the freedom of thought and
inveftigation, there would be no fecurity againft the return of
papal infolence, of profcriptions, aflaflinations and religious war.
Had he taken the other fide of the queftion, had he maintained,
which is equally true, that fuperftition and ignorance are the
fupport of defpotifm, he would only have anticipated truths for
which the public were not ripe, and have feen a fpeedy end to
his carcer.  Truth taught by moderate degrees gradually en-
larges the intelleGual capacity, and infenfibly prepares the equa-
licy and happinels of mankind ; but taught without prudential
reftraint would either be nipped in the bud, or occafion national
concuflions in the world, that would be found premature and
therclore abortive®.”

What

VPl foe Lesrires fovent éclairdsy plus il foront Eivesom Muis Wovorl fons poind
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Whata cowardly diftrult do reafonings like thefe exhibit of the
omnipotence of truth! With relpect to perfonal fafety, it will be
found upon an accurate examination that Voltaire with all his
ingenuity and fratagem was for fixty years together the objedt
of perpetual, almoft daily perfecution from courts and minifters*,
He was obliged to retire from country to country, and at laft ta
take advantage of a refidence upon the borders of two ftates
with a habitation in each, His attempts to fecure the patronage
of princes led only to viciflitude and difgrace. If his plan had
been more firm and dire@, he would not have been lefs fafe.
Timidity, and an anxious endcavour to fecure to ourfelves a
protector, invite perfecution. With the advantages of Voltaire,
with his talents and independence, he might have held the
tyrants of the world in awe.

que fans la libirté de penfer le mime ofprit dans le clirgé vaminerait les mmimes
affaffinats, les mémes fupplices, les mémes proferiptions, les mémes guerves civiles,mm
Au lieu de montrer que la fuperflition eft Pappui du defpotifime, avant que ka raifon ait
vaffemblé offez de force, il prowvera qu'clle eff Pennemie des voisomTel of Pefprit de
tous les suvrages de Viltaire—Que des hommes, inferiears @ luiy ne voyent pas que fi
Viltaive eiit fait autrementy ni Montcfguieu i Rouffeats w’auraient pu écvive lenrs
ouvrages, que I Europe ferait encore fuperflitieufe, et reflerait lang-tems efclove—En
attuquant les oppreffeurs avant d'aveir iclairé les citsgens, on rifgue de perdre la liberté
et détouffer la vaifon.  L'biflsive offie Ia prewve de cette virité, Combien de Jois,
malgré les généreus efforts des amis de la libert?, une foule bataille n’a-teelle pas réduit
des nations & une fervitude de plufieurs fiécles !~Pourquii ne pas profiter de cctte
expérience funefle, et faviir attendre des progeés des lumires une liberté plus véelle,
plus durable et plus paifible "
¥ Vie de Viltaire, par J{**#, throughout.
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Asto the progrefs of truth, it is not fo precarious as its fear-
ful friends may imagine. Mr. Condorcet has juftly infinuated
in the courfe of his argument, that “ in the invention of printing
is contained the embryo, which in its maturity and vigour is
deftined to annihilate the flavery of the human race*.” Books,
if proper precautions be employed, cannot be defiroyed.  Know-
ledge cannot be extirpated. Its progrefs is filent, but infallible ;
and he is the moft ufeful foldicr in this war, who accumulates
in an unperifhable form the greateft mafs of truth,

As truth has nothing to fear from her enemies, fhe needs not
have any thing to fear from her friends. The man, who pub-
lithes the fublimeft difcoveries, is not of all others the moft Likely
to inflame the vulgar, and hurry the great queftion of human
happinefs toa premature crifis, The obje@ to be purfued un-
doubtedly is, the gradual improvement 6 mind.  But this end
will be better anfwered by exhibiting as much truth as poflible,
enlightening a few, and fuffering knowledge to expand in the
proportion which the laws of nature and ncceflity preferibe, than
by any artificial plan of piccemeal comniunication that we can
invent, There is in the nature of things a gradation in difcovery
and a progrels in improvement, which do not need to be aflifled
by the ftratagems of their votaries.  In a word, there cannot be
a more unworthy idea, than that truth and virtue fhould be
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under the neceflity of fecking alliance with concealment, The
man, who would artfully draw me into a little, that by fo doing
he may unawares furprife me into much, 1 infallibly regard as
an impoftor.  Will truth, contratted into fome petty {phere and
fhorn of its beams, acquire additional evidence? Rather let me
truft to its omnipotence, to its congeniality with the nature of
intelle&, to its diret and irrefiftible tendency to produce liberty,
and happinefs, and virtue. Let me fear that I have not enough of
it, that my views are too narrow to produce impreflion, and
anxioufly endeavour ta add to my fteck ; not apprehend that,
exhibited in its noon-day brightnefs, its luftre and genial nature
thould not be univerfally confeffed ¥, -

® See this fubject farther purfued in Appendix, No. III..
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OF THE CONNEXION BETWEEN UNDERSTANDING
AND VIRTUE.

CAN EMINENT VIRTUE EXIST UNCONNECTED WITH TAa-
LENTS !—NATURE OF VIRTUE,~—IT 18 THE OFFSPRING.

OF UNDERSTANDING,—IT GENERATES UNDERSTAND-
ING.—ILLUSTRATION FROM OTHER PURSUITS~—LOVE—
AMBITION—APPLIED.

CAN EMINENT TALENTS EXIST UNCONNECTED WITH VIR~
TUE}—ARCUMENT IN THE ATFFIRMATIVE FROM ANA-
1LOGY—IN THE NEGATIVE FROM THE UNIVERSALITY OF
MORAL SPECULATION—EFROM THE NATURE OF VICE AS
FOUNDED IN MISTAKE.~—THE ARGUMENT BALANCED.,—
IMPORTANCE OF A SENSE OF JUSTICE.—ITS CONNEXION
WITH TALENTS.—ILLIBERALITY WITH WLICIL MEN OF

TALENTS ARE USUALLY TREATED.

PROPOSITION which, however evident in itfulf, feems
never to have been confidered with the attention it de-
ferves, is that which affirms the connexion between underftand-

ing'and virtue, Can an honcft ploughman be as virtuous as
Cato?
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Cato? Is a man of weak intelle€ts and narrow education as
capable of moral excellence as the fublimeft genius ot the mind
moft ftored with information and fcience ?

To determine thefe queftions it is neceflary we fhould recol-
le¢t the mature of virtue. Confidered as a perfonal quality it

conlifts in the difpofition of the mind, and may be defined a de-

firc to promote the benefit of intelligent beings in general, the
quantity of virtue being as the quantity of defire. Now defire
is another name for preference, or a perception of the excel-
lence real or fuppofed of any obje&t. I fay real or fuppoled, for
an object totally deftitute of real and intrinfic excellence, may
become an obje of defire by means of the imaginary excellence
that is afcribed to it.  Nor is this the only miftake to which hu-
man intelligences arc liable.  We may defire an obje of abfo-
lute excellence, not for its real and genuine recommendationss
but for fome fititious attraltions we may impute to it. This is
always in fome degree the cafe, when a beneficial a&ion is per-

formed from an ill motive,

How far is this miftake compatible with real virtue? If I Je-
fire the benefit of intelligent beings, not from a clear and diftinct
perception of what it is in which their benefit confifts, but from
the unexamined leflons of education, from the phyfical effe@ of
fympathy, or from any fpecies of zeal wnallied to and incom-
snenfurate with knowledge, can this dcfire be admitted for vir

tuous ?



UNDERSTANDING AND VIRTUE

tuous? Nothing fcems more inconfiftent with our ideas of virtue.
A virtuous preference is the preference of an obje& for the fake
of certain beneficial qualities which really belong to that object.
To attribute virtue to any other fpecies of preference would be
the fame as to fuppofé that an accidental effe@ of my condud,
which was altogether out of my view at the time of adopting it,
might entitle me to the appellation of virtuous.

Hence it appears, firft, that virtue confifts in a defire of the
benefit of the fpecies : and, fecondly, that that defire only can be
denominated virtuous, which flows from a diftin& perception
of the value, and confequently of the nature, of the thing defired.
But how extenfive muft be the capacity that comprehends the
full value of that benefit which is the obje& of virtue! It
muft begin with a colletive idea of the human fpecies. It
muft difcriminate, among all the different caules that produce a
pleafurable ftate of mind, that which produces the moft exqui-
fite and durable pleafure, Eminent virtue requires that I fhould
have a grand view of the tendency of knowledge to produce
happinefs, and of juft political inftitution to favour the progrefs
of knowledge. It demands that I fhould perceive in what man-
ner focial intercourfc may be made conducive to virtue and fe-
licity, and imaginc the unfpeakable advantages that may arife
from a coincidence and fucceflion of generous efforts,  Thefe
things arc neceffary, not mercly for the purpofe of enabling me
to employ my virtuous difpofition in the beft manner, but alfo.
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for the purpofe of giving to that difpofition a juft animation and
vigour,  God, according to the ideas ufually conceived of that
being, is more benevolent than man, becaufe he has a conflant
and clear perception of the nature of that end which his pro-

vidence purfucs,

A farther proof that a powerful underftanding is infeparable
from eminent virtue will fuggeft itfelf, if we recollect that carneil

defire never fails to generate capacity.

This propofition has been beautifully illuftrated by the poets,
when they have reprefented the pafion of love as immediately
leading in the breaft of the lover to the attaimnent of many
arduous accomplithments, It unlocks his tongue, and enables
iim to plead the caufe of his paflion with infinuating eloquence.
It renders his converfation pleafing and his manners graccful,
Does he defire to exprefs his feelings in the language of verfe?
It dictates to him the moft natural and pathetic ftrains, and fup-
plies him with a juft and intercfting language which the man of
mere refletion and fcience has often fought for in vain,

No picture can be more truly founded in a knowledge of
human nature than this.  The hiftory of all eminent talents is of
a fimilar kind. Did Themiftocles defire to eclipfe the trophics
of the battle of Marathon? The uneafinefs of this defire would
not let him fleep, and all his thoughts were occupied with the

3 mmvention
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invention of means to accomplith the purpofe he had chofen. It
is a well known maxim in the forming of juvenile minds, that
the inftruction, which is communicated by mere confiraint,
makes a flow and feeble impreflion; but that, when once you
have infpired the mind with a love for its obje, the fcene and
the progrefs are entirely altered. The unealinefs of mind which
earneft defire produces, doubles our intelleCtual activity ; and as
furely “carries us forward with increafed velocity towards our
goal, as the expeCiation of a reward of ten thoufand pounds
would prompt me to walk from London to York with ﬁrmcr
zelolution and'in a fhorter time..

Let the obje& be for a perfon uninftruéted in the rudiments:

of drawing to make a copy of fome celebrated flatue, At firft,
we will fuppofe, his attempt fhall be mean and unfuccefsful.
If his defire be fecble, he' will be deterred by the mifcarriage
of this cflay.. If his defirc be ardent and invincible, he will
return to the attack, He will derive inflru@ion from his failure.
He will examine where and why he mifcarricd.. He will ftudy
his model with a more curious eye. e will perceive that he
failed principally from the loofe and undigefted idea he had
formed of the obje¢t before him. It will no longer ftand in his
mind as one general mafs, but he will analyfe it, beflowing upon
cach pait in fuccefion a feparate confideration,

The cale is fimilar in virtue as in fuience. If I have con-
L1 ceived
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ceived an earneft defire of being a benefattor of my fpecies, I
fhall ne doubt find out a channel in which for my defire to
operate, and fhall be quick-fighted in difcovering the defects or
comparative littlenefs of the plan I have chofen:  But the choice
of an excellent plan for the accomplithment of an- important
purpofe, and the exertion of a mind perpetuaily watchful to re-
anove its defects, imply confiderable underftanding. The far-
ther I am engaged in the purfuit of this plan the more will my
capacity increale.  If my mind flag and be difcouraged in the
purfuit, it will not be merely want of underftanding, but want
of defire. My defire and my virtue will be lefs, than thofe of

the man, who goes on with unremitted conftancy in the fame
career, '

—

Thus far we have only been confidering how impoffible it is
that eminent virtue fhonld exift in a weak underftanding, and it
is furprifing that fuch a propofition fhould ever have been con-
tefted. It is a curious queftion to examine, how far the con.
verfe of this propofition is true, and in what degree eminent
talents are compatible with the abfence of virtue.

From the arguments already adduced it appears that virtuous
defire is another name for a clesr and diftin& perception of the
nature and value of the objet of virtue. Hence it feems moft
natural to conclude, that, though underftanding, or ftrong perci-
pient power is the indifpenfible prercquifite of virtue, yet it is

1 neceflary
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neceflary that this power fhould be fixed upon this object, in
order to its producing the defired effedt,. Thus it & in art
Without genius no man ever was a poet ;. but it is necefliry that
general capacity (hould have been direCted to this particular
channel, for poetical excellence to be the refult.

There is however fome difference between the two cafes.
Poetry is the bulinefs of a few, virtue and vice are the affairs of
all men, To every intelle® that exifts one or other of thefe
qualities muft prbperly belong, It muft be granted that, where
every other circumftance is equal, that man will be moft virtuous,
whofe underftanding has been moft aively employed in the
ftudy of virtue, But morality has been in a certain degree an
obje of attention to all men. No: perfon ever failed more or
lefs to apply the ftandard of juft and unjuft to his own a&ions
and thofe of others; and this has of courfe been generally done
with moft ingenuity by men of the greateft capacity.

It muft farther be remembered that a vicious condud is always
the refult of narrow views. A man of powerful capacity and
extenfive obfervation is leaft likely to commit the miftake, either
of feeing himfelf as the only obje&t of importance in the uni-
verfe, or of conceiving that his own advantage may beft be pro-
moted by trampling on that of others.. Liberalaccomplifhments
are furcly in fome degree conneted with liberal principles. Ie,
who takes into his view a whole nation as the fubjeés of his
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CONNEXION BETWEEN-
operation or the inftruments of his greatnefs, may naturally be
expedted to entertain fome kindnefs for the whole, He, whofe
mind is habitually elevated to magnificent conceptions, is not
likely to fink without ftrong relu@ance into thofe fordid pur-
fuits, which engrofs fo large a portion of mankind..

But, though thefe general maxims muft be admitted for true,
and would incline us to hope for a conftant union between cmi-
nent talents and great virtues, there are other confiderations
which prefent a ftrong drawback upon fo agreeable an expeQta-
tion. It is fufficiently evident that morality in fome degree
enters into the refletions of all mankind. But it is equally
evident, that it may enter for more or for lefs; and that there
will be men of the higheft talents, who have their attention
diverted to other objects, and by whom it will be meditated
upon with lefs earneftnefs, than it may fometimes be by other
men who are in a general view their inferiors. The human mind
is in fome cafes fo tenacious of its errors, and fo ingenious in the
invention of a fophiltry by which they may be vindicated, as to
fruftrate expedations of virtue in other refpects the beft founded.

From the whole of the fubject it feems to appear, that men
of talents, even when they are erroneous, are not deftitute of
virtue, and that there is a degree of guilt of which they are
incapable, There is no ingredient that {o effentially contributes
to a virtuous charalter as a fenfe of juftice. Philanthropy, as

2 con-
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contradiftinguifhed to juftice, is rather an unrefleCting fecling,
than a rational principle. It leads to an abfurd indulgence,
which is frequently more injurious than beneficial even to the
individual it propofes to favour, It leads to a blind partiality,
infliting calamity without remorfe upon many perhaps, in
order to promote the imagined intereft of a few, But juftice
meafures by one inflexible ftandard the claims of all, weighs
their oppofite pretenfions, and feeks to diffufe happinefs, becaufc
happinefs is the fit and reafonable adjuné of a confcious being.
Wherever therefore a ftrong fenfe of juftice exifts, it is common
and reafonable to fay, that in that mind exifts confiderable
virtue, though the individual from an unfortunate concurrence
of circumftances may with all his great qualities be the inftru-
ment of a very fmall portion of benefit. Can great intelleGual
energy exift without a ftrong fenfe of juftice ?

Tt has no doubt refulted from a train of fpeculation fimilar to
this, that poetical readers have commonly remarked Milton's
devil to be a being of confiderable virtue, It muft be admitted
that his energies centered too much in perfonal regards. DBut
why did he rebel againft his maker? It was, as he himfelf
informs us, becaufe he faw no fusficient reafon for that extreme
inequality of rank and power which the creator affumed. It
was becaufe prefeription and precedent form no adequate ground
for implicit faith. After his fall, why did he ftill cherifh the
fpirit of oppofition? From a perfuafion that he wae hardly and

injurioufly
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FOOR IV. injurioully treated. He was not difcouraged by the apparent

‘;{:ﬂm incquality of the conteft: becaufe a fenfe of reafon and juftice
Ne L. was ftronger in his mind, than a feafe of brute force ; becaufe
he had much of the feclings of an Epicetus or a Cato, and liule

of thofe of a flave.  He bore his torments with fortitude, becaufe

he difdained to be fubdued by defpotic power.. He fought res

venge, becaufe -he could: not think with tamenefs of the unex-
poftulating authority that affumed to difpofe of him, How bene-

ficial and illuftrious might the temper from. which thefe qualities

flowed have proved with a fmall diverfity of fituation !

Let us defcend from thefe imaginary exiftences to real hi-
tory. We fhall find that even Cazfar and Alexander had their
virtues.. There is-great reafon to believe, that, however miftaken
was their fyftem of eondu@, they imagined it reconcileable and
even conducive to the general good. If they had defired the:
general good' more carneftly, they would have underftood better:
how to. promote it..

Upon the whole it appears,.that great talents are great ener-
gies, and that great eriergies cannot flow but from a powerful
fenfe of fitnefs and juftice.. A man of uncommon genius is a
man of high paffions and lofty defign; and our paffions will be
found in the laft analyfis to have. their fureft foundation in a
{entiment of juftice, If a man be of an. afpiring and ambitious
temper, it is becaufe at prefent he finds himfelf out of his place,.

and:
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and wifhes to be in it. Even the lover imagines that his qua-
lities or his paffion give him a title fuperior to that of other men.
If I accumulate wealth, it is becaufe I think that the moft rational
plan of life cannot be fecured without ity and, if [ dedicate my
energies to fenfual pleafures, it is that I regard other purfuits as
irrational and vifionary, All our paflions would die in the mo-
ment they were conceived, were it not for this rcinforcement,
A man of quick refentment, of ftrong feelings, and who per-
tinacioufly refifts every thing that he regards as an unjuft
affumption, may be confidered as having in him the feeds of
eminence, Nor is it eafily to be conceived that fuch a man
fhould not proceed from a fenfe of juftice to fome degree of
benevolence ; as Milton’s hero felt real compaflion and fympathy

for his partners in misfortune,

If thefe reafonings are to be admitted, what judgment fhall
we form of the decifion of do&or Johnfon, who, fpeaking of a
certain obfcure tranflator of the odes of Pindar, fays, that he
was “ one of the few poets to whom death needed not to be
terrible* " Let it be remembered that the error is by no means
peculiar to do&tor Johnfon, though there are few inftances in
which it is carried to a more violent extreme, than in the general
tenour of the work from which this quotation is taken. It was
natural to expect that there would be a combination among the
multitude to pull down intelle@ual eminence, Ambition is com-

# Lives of the Poets : Life of Wefl,
mon
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ggg{;‘ i‘é mot to all men; and thofe, who are unable to rife to diftin@iom,.
¥ ¥3 . «

m are at leaft willing to reduce others to their own flandard. No-
No.L ~ yan can completely underftand the characer of him with whom.
he has no {ympathy of views, and we may be allowed te:

revile what we do not underftand.  But it is deeply to be re-
gretted that men of talents thould fo often have entered into this.
combination. 'Who does not recolle@ with pain the vulgar

abufe that Swift has thrown upon Dryden, and the mutual jea-.

loufies and animofities of Rouffeau and Voltaire, men whe.

ought to have co-operated. for the falvation of the world?.
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OF THE MODE OF EXCLUDING VISITORS.

IT8 IMPROPRIETY ARGUED—FROM THE SITUATION IN
WHICH 1T PLACES, I.THE VISITOR——2, THE SERVANT,—
OBJECTIONS : —PRETENDED NECESSITY OF THIS PRAC-
TICE, I. TO PRESERVE U3 FROM INTRUSION-—2. TO FREE
US FROM DISAGREEABLE ACQUAINTANCE.—CHARACTERS
OF THE HONEST AND DISHONEST MAN IN THIS RESPECT
COMPARED.

HS principle refpeting the obfervation of truth in the

common intercourfes of life cannot perhaps be better
illuftrated, than from the familiar and trivial cafe, as it is com-
monly fuppofed to be, of a mafter dire@ing his fervant to fay
he is not at home, as a means of frecing him from the intrufion
of impertinent guefts, No qucftion of morality can be forcign
to the fcience of politics ; nor will thofe few pages of the prefent
work be found perhaps the leaft valuable, which here and in
other places* are dedicated to the refutation of errors, that
by their extenfive influence have perverted the foundation of
moral and political juftice.

* Vide Appendices to Book 1T, Chap. I
Mm Tet
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Let us firft, according to the well known axiom of morality,
put ourfelves in the place of the perfon whom this anfwer
excludes. It feldom happens but that he is able, if he be in
pofleflion of any difcernment, to difcover with tolerable accuracy
whether the anfwer he receives be truc or falfe.  There arc a
thoufand petty circumftances by which falthood continually
detects itfelf. The countenance and the voice of the fervant,
unlefs long practifed indeed in this leffon of deceit, his cold and
referved manner in the one cafe, and his free, ingenuous and
unembarraffed air in the other, will almoft always fpeak a
language lefs ambiguous than his lips, But let us fuppofe only
that we vchemently fufpe& the truth, It is not intended to
keep us in ignorance of the cxiftence of fuch a practice.. He
that adopts it, is willing to avow in general terms that fuch is
his fyftem, or he makes out a cafe for himfelf much lefs favour-
able than I was making out for him, The vifitor then who
receives this anfwer, feels in fpite of himfelf a contempt for the
prevarication of the perfon he vifits. I appeal to the feelings of
every man in the fituation defcribed, and I have no doubt that
he will find this to be their true flate in the firft inftance, how-
ever he may have a fet of fophiftical reafonings at hand by
which he may in a few minutes reafon down the firft move-
ments of indignation. He fecls that the trouble he has taken
and the civility he intended intitled him at Iealt to truth in
return,

Having
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Having put ourfelves in the place of the vifitor, letus next
put ourfelves in the place of the poor defpifed fervant, Let us
fuppofe that we are ourfelves deftined as fons or hufbands to
give this anfwer that our father or our wife is not at home,
when he or fhe is really in the houfe, Should we not feel our
tongues contaminated with the bafe plebeian lie? Would it be
a fufficient opiate to our confciences to fay that “fuch is the
practice, and it is well underflood " It nevercan be underftood :
its very intention is, not to be underflood. We fay that ¢ we
have certain arguments that prove the practice to be innocent,”
Are fervants only competent to underfiand thefe arguments ?
Surely we ought beft to be able to underftand our own argu-
ments, and yet we fhrink with abhorrence from the idea of per-

fonally acting upon them,

Whatever fophiftry we may have to excufe our error, nothing
is more certain than that our fervants underftand the leflon we
teach them to be a lie. It is accompaniced by all the retinue of
falthood. Before it can be gracefully pradifed, the fervant
muft be no mean proficient in the myfterics of hypocrify. By
the eafy impudence with which it is uttered, he beft anfwers the
purpole of his mafter, or in other words the purpofe of deceit,
By the eafy impudence with which it is uttered, he beft fiifies
the upbraidings of his own mind, and conceals from others the
fhame impofed on him by his defpotic tafk-mafter, Before this

can be fufficiently done, he muft have difcarded the ingenuous
Mm2 frankneis
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franknefs by means of which the thoughts find eafy commerce
with the tongue, and the clear and undilguifed countenance
which ought to be the faithful mirror of the mind. Do you
think, when he las learned this degenerate leffon in one

inflance, that it will produce no unfavourable effets upon his

- general conduét? Surely, if we will pradife vice, we ought at

Ohje&ions

Pretended
neceffity of
this pradtice,
L to preferve
us from in.
srufion

leaft to have the magnanimity to pra@ife it in perfon, not
cowardlike corrupt the principles of another, and oblige him to
do that which we have not the honefty to dare to do for
ourfelves,

But it is faid, ¢ that this lie is neceflary, and that the inter~
courfe of human foclety cannot be carried on without it.,” What,
is itnot as eafy to fay, “ 1 am engaged,” or *indifpoled,” or as
the cafe may happen, as “I am not at home!” Are thefe an-
fwers more infulting, than the univerfally fufpeted anfwer,
the notorious hypocrify of “I am not at home ?”

The purpofe indeed for which this anfwer is ufually em-
ployed is a deceit of another kind. Every man has in the ca-
talogue of his acquaintance fome that he particularly loves, and
others to whom he is indifferent, or perhaps worfe than indif-
ferent. This anfwer leaves the latter to fuppofe, if they pleafe,
that they are in the clafs of the former. And what is the bene-
fit to refult from this indifcriminate, undiftinguithing manner of
wreating our neighbours? Whatever benefit it be, it no doubt

exifts
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exifts in confiderable vigour in the prefent flate of polifhed {o-
ciety, where forms perpetually intrude to cut off’ all intercourfe
between the feelings of mankind; and I can fearcely tell a man
on the one hand ¢ that I efteem his charalter and honour his
virtues,” or on the other * that he is fallen into an crror which
will be of prejudicial confequence to him,” without trampling
upon all the barriers of politenefs. But is all this right? Is
not the cfteem or the difapprobation of others among the moft
powerful incentives to virtue or punifhments of vice? Can we
even underfand virtue and vice half fo well as we otherwife
thould, if we be unacquainted with the feelings of our neigh-
bours refpecting them ? If there be in the lift of our acquaintance
any perfon whom we particularly diflike, it ufually happens that
it is for fome moral fault that we perceive or think we perccive
in him. Why fhould he be kept in ignorance of our opinion
refpc@ing him, and prevented from the opportunity cither of
amendment or vindication? If he be too wife or too foolifh, too
virtuous or too vicious for us, why fhould he not be ingenu-
oufly told of his miftake in his intended kindnefs to us, rather
than be fuffered to find it out by fix months enquiry from our
fervants?

This leads us to yet one more argument in favour of this dif-
ingenuous practice,  We are told, ¢ there is no other by which
we can rid ourfelves of difagrecable acquaintance.” How long
fhall this be one of the effes of polithed focicty, to perfuade us

that
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OF THE MODE OF

that we are incapable of doing the moft trivial offices for ours
felves?  You may as well tell me, “that it is a matter of indif~
pentible neceflity to have a valet to put on my ftockings,” In
reality the exiftence of thefe troublefome vifitors is owing to
the hypocrify of politenefs. Itis that we wear the fame indifcri-
minate {inile, the fame appearance of cordiality and complacence to
all our acquaintance, Ought we to do thus? Are virtue and
excellence entitled to no diftinGtions? For the trouble of thefe
impertinent vifits we may thank ourfelves, If we praifed no
deceit, if we affumed no atom of cordiality and efteem we did
not feel, we fhould be little peftered with thefe buzzing intruders.
But one fpecies of falthood involves us in another; and he, that
pleads for thefe lying anfwers to our vifitors, in reality pleads
the caufe of a cowardice, that dares not deny to vice the diftinc-
tion and kindnefs that are exclufivcly due to virtue,

"The man who acted upon this fyftem would be very far re-
moved from a Cynic. The conduét of men formed upon the
fathionable {yftem is a perpetual contradi®ion. Atone moment
they fawn upon us with a fervility that difhonours the dignity
of man, and at another treat us with a negled, a farcaftic info-
lenee, and a fupercilious difdain, that are felt as the fevereft
cruclty, by him who has not the firmnefs to regard them with
neglect, The condu@ of the genuine moralift is equable and
uniform,  He loves all mankind, he defires the bencfit of all,
andl this love and this defire arc legible in his conduct, Docs

3 he

-

I
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he remind us of our faults? It is with no mixture of afperity,
of fclifh difdain and infolent fuperiority, Of confequence it is
fcarcely poffible he fhould wound, Few indeed are thofc cffc-
minate valetudinarians, who recoil from the advice, when they
diftinguith the motive. But, were it otherwile, the injury is no-
thing, Thofe who feel themfelves incapable of fuffering the
moft benevolent plain dealing, would derive leaft benefit from
the prefcription, and they avoid the phyfician, Thus is he de-
livered, without harfhnefs, hypo'crify and deceit, from thofe whofe
intercourfe he had leaft reafon to defire ; and the more his cha-
ra&er is underftood, the more his acquaintance will be feled, his
company being chiefly fought by the ingenuous, the well difc
pofed, and thofe who are defirous of improvement,
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APPENDIX, No I p. 252
SUBJECT OF SINCERITY RESUMED.

A CASE PROPOSED—=ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF CONCEAL=
MENT.—PREVIOUS QUESTION: I$ TRUTH IN GENERAL
TO BE PARTIALLY COMMUNICATED }~CUSTOMARY EF~
FECTS OF SINCERITY~—OPF INSINCERITY-- UPON HIM
WHO PRACTISES IT—1, THE SUSPENSION OF IMPROVEw
MENT ~—2, MISANTHROPY == 3. DISINGENUITY - UPON
THE SPECTATORS,—SINCERITY DELINEATED—~ITS GENE~
RAL IMPORTANCE,~~APPLICATION.—DUTY RESPECTING
THE CHOICE OF A RESIDENCE,

O enable us more accurately to judge of the extent of the
obligation to be fincere, let us fuppofe,  that I am
refident, as a native or otherwife, in the kingdom of Portugal,
and that I am of opinion that the eftablithment, civil and re-
ligious, of that country is in a high degree injurious to the wel-
fare and improvement of the inhabitants.” Ought I explicitly
to declare the fentiments I entertain? To this queftion I an-
fwer, that  my immediate duty is to feek for myfelf a different

refidence.”
The
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The arguments in favour of conc=alpient in this cafe are ob-
vious, * That country is fubjedt 1 a high degree of delpotifin,
and, if I delivered my featiments in this frank mamer, efpe-
cially if along with this I were ardent and hndefatigable in en-
deavouring to profclyte the inhubitants, my fincerity would not
be endured.  In that country the infltitution of the holy inqui-
fition fill Aourithes, and the fathers of this venerable court would
find means effeCtually to filence me, before I had well opened my
commiflion. The inhabitants, wholly unaccuftomed to fuch bold
allertions as thofe I uttered, would feel their pious ears inexpref-
fibly fhocked, and the martyrdom I endured, inftead of pro-
ducing the good effeéts with which martyrdom is fometimes at-
tended, would foon be forgotten, and, as long as it was remem-
bered, would be remembered only with execrations of my me-
mory. If on the contrary I concealed my fentiments, I might
fpend a long life in acts of fubftantial benevolence. If I con-
cealed them in part, I might perhaps by a prudent and gradual
difclofure effe® that revolution in the opinions of the inhabi-
tants, which by my precipitation in the other cafe I defeated
in the outfet, Thefe arguments in favour of concealment are
not built upon cowardice and felfithnefs, or upon a recolletion
of the horrible tortures to which I fhould be fubjeted. They
flow from confiderations of philanthropy, and an endeavour
fairly to eftimate in what mode my cxertions may be rendered

moft conducive to the general good.”

N n Before
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Before we enter upon their direct examination, it may be pro-
per to premife fome general obfervations,  In the firft place, let
u¢ calinly enquire whether the inftance here flated be of the na-
ture of an exception or a rule, * Ought I univerfally to tell
only a [mall part of the truth at a time, careful not to fhock the
prejudices of my hearers, and thus lead them imperceptibly to
conclufions which would have revolted them at firft; or am I
to practife this method only, where the rifk is great, and my life
may be the forfeit?” It would feem as if truth were a facred
depofit, which I had no right to deal out in fhreds to my fellow
men, juft as my temper or my prudence fhould dictate. It
would feem as if it were an unworthy artifice, by an ingenious
arrangement of my materials to trick men into a conclufion, to
which franknefs, ingenuity and fincerity would never have con-
dued them. It would feem as if the fhock I am fo carcful to
avoid were favourable to the health and robuft conftitution of
mind ; and that, though I might in this way produce leaft tem-
porary effe, the ultimate refult would afford a balance greatly
in favour of undifguifed fincerity. ~

A fecond preliminary proper to be introdueed in this place
confifts in a recollection of the general effe@ts of fincerity and
infincerity, the reafons for which the one is commonly laudable
and the other to be blamed, independently of the fubjects about
which they may be employed. Sincerity is laudable, on account

of the firmnefs and encrgy of character it never fajls to produce,
<« Aﬂ
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“ An upright man,” it has fometimes been fuid, © ouzht to
carry his heast in his hand.”  He ought to have an ingenuoufs
nefs which fheinks from no examination. The commerce be-
tween his tongue and his heart is uniform,  Whatever he fpeaks
you can depend upon to be the truth and the whole truth, The
defigns he has formed he employs no artifice to conceal. He
tells you in the firft inflance : “This is the propofition I mean
to demonftrate, I put you upon your guard. I will not take
you by furprife. If what I affirm be the truth, it will bear your
ferutiny,  If it were error, ¥ could have recowrfe to no means
more equivocal, than that of concealing in every ftep of the procefs

the obje& in which my exertions were intended to terminate.”

Infincerity is to be blamed, becaufe it has an immediate
tendency to vitiate the integrity of character. “I muft conceal
*he opinions I cntertain,” fuppofe, ¢ from the holy father in-
quifitor.” What method fhall I employ for this purpofe ? Shall I
hide them as an impenetrable fecret from all the world ? Ifthis be
the fyftem I adopt, the confequence is an inftant and immediate
end to the improvement of my mind, It is by the efforts of a
daring temper that improvements and difcoveries are made,
The feeds of difcovery are feattered in every thinking ming,
but they are too frequently Rarvedd by the ungenial feil upen which
they fall.  Every man fulpe@s the abifurdity of kings and iords,
and the injuflice of that glaring and epprefive inequatioy which
fubbifts in moft civilifed countries. Bur he dares not let his
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mind loofe in fo adventurous a fubjedt. If [ tell my thoughts,
[ derive from the at of communication encouragement to
proceed. I perceive in what manner they are received by others,
and this perception aéts by rcbound upon my own progrefs, If
they be received cordially, I derive new encouragement from
the approbation of others, If they be received with oppofition
and diftruft, T am induced to revife them. [ detet their crrors,
or I ftrengthen my arguments, and add new truths to thofe
which I had previoufly accumulated. What can excite me to
the purfuit of difcovery, if I know that I am never to commu-
nicate my difcoveries? It is in the nature of things impoffible,
that the man, who has determined with himfelf never to utter
the truths he knows, fhould be an intrepid and indefatigable
thinker. The link which binds together the inward and the
outward man is indiffoluble ; and he, that is not bold in fpecch,
will never be ardent and unprejudiced in enquiry. Add to this,
that confcious difguife has the worft effect upon the temper, and
converts virtue, which ought to be frank, focial and ingenuous,
into a folitary, morofe and mifanthropical principle.

But let us conceive that the method I employ to prote&t my-
felf from perfecution is different from that above ftated. Let us
fuppofe that I communicate my fentiments, but with caution
and referve. 'This fyftem involves with it an endlefs train of
fallhood, duplicity and tergiverfation. When I communicate
my fentiments, it is under the inviolable feal of fecrecy. If my

acal



SINCERITY RESUMED.

zeal carry me any great lengths, and my love of pruth Le ardent,
I fhall wifh to communicate it as fur as the bounds of prudince
will poffibly admit, and it will be frange if in a courfe of years
I do nct commit one miftake in my calculation. My grand
feeret is bewayed, and fufpicion is excited in the brealt of the
futher inquifitor,  What fhall T do now? Imuft, I fuppole,
ftontly deny the fad. I mufl compole my features into a con-
fiftent expreflion of the mok nutural ignorance and furprife,
happy if [ have made fuch progrefs in the arts of hypocrify and
falihood, as to.put the change upon the wild beaft who is ready
to devour me, The molt confummate impoftor is upon this

hypothelis the man of moft perfelt virtue.

But this is not all. My chara&er for benevolence being well
known, [ am likely to be furrounded by perfons of good
humoured indifcretion rather than by inveterate encmics. Of
every man who queftions me about my real fentiments I muft
determine firft, whether he fimply wifh t, be informed, or
whether his defign be to betray me. The charaller of virtue
feems in its own nature to be that of firm and unalterable refo-
lution, confident in its own integrity.. But the charaller that
refults from this fyftem begins in hefitation, and ends in difgrace.
I am queftioned whether fuch be my real fentiments. I deny it,
My queftioner returns to the charge with an, * Oh, but [ heard
it from fuch a onc, and he was prefent when you delivered

them.” What am I to do now ? Am I to afperfc the charatter of
the
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the honeft reporter of my words ? Am [ to make an impotent
efiort to get rid of the charge; and, inftead of eflablithing my
character for orthodaxy, aftonith my informer with my cool and
intrepid effrontery ?

Infincerity has the worft cffet both upon him who praétifes,
and upon them who behold it, It deprives virtue of that
confcious magnanimity and eafe, which ought ever to be ranked
among its nobleft effects, It requires the perpetual exercife of
prefence of mind, not for the purpofe of telling the moft ufeful
truths in the beft manner, but in order to invent a confiftent
cataloguc of lies, and to utter them with a countenance at war
with every thing that is paffing in my heart. It deftroys that
confidence on the part of my hearers, which ought to be infe-
parable from virtue. They cannot all of them be expefted to
underftand the deep plan of bencvolence and the total negle&t of
all felfith and timid confiderations by which [ am fuppofing my
condud to be regulated. But they can all fee my duplicity and
tergiverfation, They all know that I excel the moft confum-
mate impoftor in the coolnefs with which I can utter falfhood,
and the craft with which I can fupport it.

Sincerity has fometimes been brought into difrepute by the
abfurd fyftem according to which it has been purfued, and ftill
oftener by the whimfical picture which the adverfaries of undif-
tinguifhing fincerity have made of it. [t is not neceflary that I

fhould
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thould ftop every perfon that I meet in the flrect to inform him
of my featiments. It is not neec’hiry that I hould perpetuxlly
talk to the vulgar and illiterate of the deepeft and fublimclt
truths, All that is neceflary is, that | fhould pradife no con-
ceabnent, that I fhould preferve my difpofition und charaSer
untinted.  Whoever qucftions me, itis neceflary that I {hould
have no fecrets or referves, but be always ready to retura
a frank and explicit anfwer. When I undertake by argu-
ment to cftablith any principle, it is neceflary that I fhould
employ no circuitous methods, but clearly ftate in the firlt
inftance the objet I have in view. Having fatisfied this origi-
nal duty, I may fairly call upon my hearer for the exercife of
his patience. ¢ Itis true,” I may fay, “ thatthe opinion I duliver

will appear fhocking to your prejudices, but I will now deli-

berately and minutely aflign the reafons upon which it is founded..

If they appear fatisfattory, receive ; if they he inconclufive, reject
This is the ground work of fincerity. The fuperfiruQure

it.”
is the propagation of every important truth, becaufe it conduces
to the' improvement of man whether individually or collese
tively ; and the telling all I know of myfelf and of my ncigh-
bour, becaufe ftri€t juftice and unequivocal publicity arc the beft
fecurity for every virtue.

Sincerity then, in ordinary cafes at leaft, feems to be of fo
much importance, that it is my duty firft to confider how to

preferve
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prefurve my fincarity untainted, and afterwards to fle@ the beft

means in my power in each particulur fituation, of benefiting

mankind,  Sincerity is one of thofe paramount and general ruless

vhich is never to give way to the affaiv of the day., I may
imagine perhaps that falfhood and deceit may be moft beneficial
in fome particular inftances, as I might imagine upon the fubjet
of a preceding chapter, that it would be virtuous to plant my
dagger in the heart of a tyrant. But we fhould be cautious of
indulging our imaginations in thefe inftances. The great law of
always employing ingenuous and honourable means feems to be
of morc impertance than the exterminating any local and tem-
porary evils, I well know in the prefent cafe what good will
refult from a frank and undifguifed principle of adion, and
what cvil from deceit, duplicity and falthood. But Tam much
lefs certain of the good that will arife under particular circum-

ftances from a negle of thefe principles.

Having thus unfolded the true ground of reafoning upon this
fubjet, we will return to the queflion refpecting the condudt to

be obferved by the reformer in Portugal,

And here the truc anfwer will perhaps be found to Le that
which has been above delivered, that a perfon fo far enlightened
upon thefe fubjets, ought by nao confideration to be prevailed
upon to fettle in Portugal ; and, if he were there alrcady, ought

4 to
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to quit the country with 2ll convenient {peed.  His cfforts in Pos-
tugal would prohubly be vain; but there is fome other country in

which they will be attended with the happiclt confequences,

It may be objected, “that fome perfon muft begin the work
of reformation in Portugal, and why fhould it not be the indi-
vidual of whom we are treating?”  But the anfwer is, that, in
the feafe fuppofed in this objetion, it is not neceffary that any
body thould begin, Thefe great and daring truths ought to be
publithed in England, France and cther countries; and the dif-
femination that will attend them here, will produce a report and
afford an example, which after fome time may prepare them a

favourable reception there.

The great chain of caufes from which every event in the uni-
verfe takes its rife, has fufliciently provided for the gradual in-
frution of mankind, without its being neceflary that indivi-
duals fhould violate their principles and facrifice their integrity
to accomplifh it. Perhaps there never was a mind that fo far
outran the reft of the fpecies, but that thare was fome country
in which the man that pollefed it mishe fafely tell 2l he kuew,
The fame caufes that ripen the mind of the individual are adling
generally, ripening funilar minds, and giving a certain degree
of fimilr imprefiion to whele ages and eounvies, There exifl
perhaps at this very moment in Portugal, or foon will ¢xift,
minds, which, though mere children in fience compared with

Oo their
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DOk vr their gigantic ncighbours in a more favourcd foil, we yet acou

“—-—V‘—J " 3] . 5 b g
Ao rately adapted to the improvement of their countrymen. If by any

No. L™ foort of nature an exotic fhould fpring up, let him be tran(plant=
ed to a climate that will prove more favourable to his vigour and
utility. Add to this, that, when we are inclined to fet an inordinate
value upon our own importance, it may be reafonable to fufpect
that we are influenced by fome lurking principle of timidity or
vanity. [t is by no means certain that the individual ever yet
exifted, whofc life was of fo much value to the community, as

to be worth preferving at fo great an expence, as that of
his fincerity.

CHAPD
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CHAP V.
OF FREE WILL AND NECESSITY.

IMPORTANCE OF THE QUESTION,—DEFINITION OF NECES~
SITY.—WIHY SUPPOSED ‘TO EXIST IN TIIE OPERATIONS
OF THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE.~~—THE CASE OF THE OPE-
RATIONS OF MIND IS PARALLEL~~INDICATIONS OF NE~
CESSITY-—IN HISTORY—IN OUR JUDGMENTS OF CliA-
RACTER—IN OUR SCHEMES OF POLICY-——IN OUR IDEAS
OF MORAL DISCIPLINE,~OBJECTION FROM THE FALLI-
BILITY OF OUR EXPECTATIONS IN HUMAN CONDUCT.~—
ANSWER,—ORIGIN AND UNIVERSALITY OF THE SENTI®
MENT OF FREE WILL,~—THE SI.SNT!MBNT OF NECESSITY
ALSO UNIVERSAL.—THE TRUTH OF THIS SENTIMENT
ARGUED FROM THE NATURE OF VOLITION.—HYPOTHE-
$1S OF FREE WILL EXAMINED.~—SELF-DETERMINATION
INDJFFERENCE.—THE WILL NOT A DISTINCT FACULTY.
~—FREE WILL DISADVANTAGLOUS TO ITS POSSESSOR,—

OF NO SERVICE TO MORALITY.

E“g AVING now finithed the theorctical part of our enquiry, paci v,
crap.v.

fo far as appeared to be neceffary to afiord a foundation | ,

for our reafoning refpedling the difierent provifions of pelitical

Qoz inflitution,
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OF FREE WILL

inftitution, we might dire&tly proceed to the confideration of
thofe provifiens. It will not however be ulelels to paufe in
this place, in order to confider thofe general principles of the hu-
man mind, which are moft intimately connected with the topics

of political reafoning *,

AR T

None of thefe principles feems to be of greater importance

than that which affirms that all aions are neceflary,

Moft of the reafonings upon which we have hitherto been
employed, though perhaps conftantly built upon this doQrine
as a poftulate, will yet by their intrinfic cvidence, however in<
confiftently with his opinion upen this primary topic, be admit«
ted by the advocate of free will.  But it ought not to be the
prefent defign of political enquirers to treat the queftions that
may prefent themfelves fuperticially. It will be found upon
maturer refleion that this dectrine of moral neceflity includes in
it confequences of the hizheit moment, and leads to a bold and
comprchenfive vicw of man in fociety, which cannot poflibly be
entertained Ly Lim who has embraced the oppofite opinion,
Severe methed v euld have required that this propofition fhould

have been cftalithed in the Lifl influnce, as an indifpenfible

* The » wdery who s indifpofed 1o abfirefe fpecultiens, vl find the other

member ¢ the enguiry fuiviently connedlad, withowt au expreds reference to
the rensaising part of the prefent beok,

foundation
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foundation of moral rcafoning of cvery firt. But there are wel) LROn
. SRS ¥4 FU N

difpoled perfons, who notwithflanding the evidence with whicly Sy

It is attended, have been alarmed at ity confogucnces; and it was
§ b

perhaps proper, in compliznce with their miflike, to fhow that

the moral reafonings of this werk did not fland in need of this

O
{upport, in any other fenfe than mord reafonings do voen cvery

other fubjed,

Tlo the right undesftanding of any arzment, ot may be

adduced under this head, it is requifite that we fhou - v a clear
idea of the meaning of the term neceflity.  Iie who ailiius that
all a&tions are neceffury, means, that, if we form a jut and
complete view of all the circumflances in which a living or iue
telligent being is placed, we fhall find that he cou®! net in any
moment of his exiftence have a&ed ctherwife than he ne - Jed,
According to this affertion there is in the tranf:Gions of mind
nothing loofe, precarious and uncertain,  Upoa this queilicn
the advocate of liberty in the philofophical ferde mud jein ifluc,
He muft, if he mean any thing, deny this certainty of conjunce
tion between moral antecedents and confequenits, Where all is
conftant and invariable, and the cvents that ariic voiformly flow
from the circumftances in which they originage, there can be no
liberty,

It is acknowledged that in the cvents of the material univerfe v i

Wl L ieeaion
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OF FREE WILL

thiny is fubjeded to this neceflity. The tendency of inveftiga-
tion and enquiry relatively to this topic of human knowledge
has been, more effeually to exclude chance, as our improve-
meats extended.  Let us coniider what is the fpecies of cvidexce
that has fatished philofophers upon thiz point.  Their only + lid
ground of realoning has been from experience.  The argument
which has faduced manking o conccive of the univerfe as go-
verned by certain laws, and to eatertain the idea of neceflary
connexion between fuscc/live events, has been an obicrved fimi-
larity i the order of fuceeffion.  If, when we had once remark-
ed two events fucceeding cach other, we had never had occafion
to {ee that individual fucceffion repeated ; if we faw innumerable
events in perpetual progreffion without any apparent order, fo
that ail our obfervation would not enable us, when we beheld
one, to pronounce that another of fuch a particular clafs might
be expeded to follow 3 we fhould never have conceived of the
exiftence of neceffary conuexion, or have had an idea corre-

fponding to the term caufe.

Hence it follows that afl that flridtly fpeaking we know
of the material univerfe is this fucceflion of cvents.  Uniform
fuceeflion irrefifiibly forces uyon the wind the idea of abftrad
connexion.  When we fee the fun conftantly rife in the morning
and fet at night, and have had occafion to ebferve this pheno-
menon invariably taking place through the whole period of our

exiftence,
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exiftence, we cannot avoid belicving that there is fome caul pre-
ducing this uniformity of event. But the principle or rtue by

which one event is conjoined to anuther we never fee,

Let us take fome familiar illuftrations of this truth,  Canitbe
imagined that any man by the infpeflion and analy s of gun.
powder would have been enabled, previoufly to experienee, to
predit its cxplofion?  Would he previoufly to expericnce lave
been enabled to predict, that one piece of marble having a fut and
polifhed furface might with facility be protruded along another
in a horizontal, but would with confiderable pertinacity vefifk
{eparation in a perpendicular dire@ion? The fimpleft phenc-
mena of the moft hourly occurrence were originally placed at an

equal diftance from human fagacity.

There is a certain degree of obfcurity incident to this fubjett
arifing from the following circumftance. ~ All human knowledge
is the refult of perception. We know nothing of any fubftance
but by cxperience. If it produced no efledts, it would be no
fubje@ of human intelligence. We colle® a confiderable num-
ber of thefe effeds, and, by their perceived uniformity having
reduced them into general clafles, form a general idea annexed
to the fubject that produces them. It muft be admitred, thata
definition of any fubftance, that is, any thing that deferves to be
Called knowledge refpecting it, will enable us to predict fome of
its future poflible cffets, and that for this plain reafon, that defi-

nition
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nhion b predidion under another name,  Bug, though, when
we Irave gubied the idea of impenctrability as a general pheno-
nenon of master, we can predick fome of its effeds, there are
ciiers which we cannot predict: or in other words, we know
none of its elfelts but fuch as we have actually remarked, added
to an expectation that fimilar events will arife under fimilar cir-
cumflances, proportioned to the conitancy with which they have
been obferved to take place in our palt experience.  Finding as
we do by repeated experiments, that material fubftances have the
proverty of refiftance, and that one fubflance in a fate of reft,
when impelled by another, pafles into a ftate of motion, we are
fill in seant of more particular obftrvation to enable us to pre-
dict the {pecific ¢le@s that will follow from this impulfe in cach
of the bodics.  Faquire of a man who knows nothing more of
matter than its general property of impenetrability, what will be
the refult of onz ball of matter impinging upon another, and
you will foon find how little this general property can inform
Lim of the particelar laws of motion.  We fuppofe him to know
that it will communicate motion to the fecond ball, But what
quantity of motion will it communicatc? What effeéts will the
impuliz produce upon the impefiing ball? Will it continue to
move in the fame dirodtion? will it recoil in the oppofite direco
tion ? will it fly off obliquely, or will it fubfide into a flate of
relt? All thefe events will appear cquaily probable to him whom
a furies of obfervations upon the paft has not inftructed as to
what he is to expedt from the future,

4
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From thefe remarks we may fufficiently colle@ what is the PEARAL
fpecies of knowledge we poffels refpeiing the laws of the material ‘“——~—r’
univerfe, No experiments we are able to make, no reafonings we
are able to deduce, can ever inftruét us in the principle of caufu-
tion, or fhew us for what reafon it is that one event has, in
every inftance in which it has been known to occur, been the
precurfor of another event of a certain given defeription, Yot
we reafonably believe that thefc events are bound togethier by a
perfet neceffity, and exclude from our ideas of matter and
motion the fuppofition of chance or an uncaufed cvent, Affo-
ciation of ideas obliges us, after having feen two events perpetu-
ally conjoined, to pafs, as foon as one of them occurs, to the re-
colle@ion of the other: and, in cafes where this tranfition never
deceives us, but the ideal fucceflion is always found to be an
exact copy of the future cvent, it is impoffible that this fpecies
of forefight fhould not convert into a general foundation of rea-
foning. We cannot take a fingle ftep upon this fubject, which
does not partake of the fpecics of operation we denominate ab-
fraction.  Till we have been led to confider the rifing of the
fun to-morrow as an incident of the fame fpecies as its rifing to-
day, we cannot deduce from it fimilar confequences. It is the
bufinefs of feience to carry this tafk of generalifation to its
fartheft extent, and to reduce the diverfified cvents of the uni-

verfe to a fimall number of original principles,

Lct us proceed to apply thefe reafonings concerning matter 10 The eate of
the opris
Pp the ‘
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the illuftration of the theory of mind. Isit poffible in this latter
theory, as in the former fubjec, to difcover any general princi-
ples ? Can intellect be made a topic of fcience? Are we able to
reduce the multiplied phenomena of mind to any certain ftand-
ard of reafoning ? If the affirmative of thefe queftions be con-
ceded, the inevitable confequence appears to be, that mind, as
well as matter, exhibits a conftant conjunéion of events, and
affords a reafonable prefumption to the neceffary connexion of
thofe events. It is of no importance that we cannot fee the
ground of that connexion, or imagine how propofitions and
seafoning, when prefented to the mind of a percipient being,
are able by neceffary confequence to generate volition and animal
motion ; for, if there be any truth in the above reafonings, we
are equally incapable of perceiving the ground of connexion
between any two events in the material univerfe, the commorn
and received opinion that we do perceive fuch ground of con~
nexion being in reality nothing more than a vulgar prejudice.

That mind is a topic of fcience may be argued from all thofe
branches of literature and enquiry which have mind for their
fubjet. 'What fpecics of amufement or inftruction would hif~
tory afford us, if there were no ground of inference from moral
caufes to effets, if certain temptations and inducements did not
in all ages and climates produce a certain feries of ations, if we
were unable to trace connexion and a principle of unity in men’s

tempers, propenfitics and tragfactiops? The amufement would
be
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be inferior to that which we derive from the perufal of a cliro-
niological table, where events have no order but that of time ;
fince, however the chronologift may neglett to mark the inter-
nal connexion between fucceflive tranfactions, the mind of the
reader is bufied in fupplying that connexion from memory or
tmagination: but the very idea of fuch connexion would never
have fuggefted itfelf, if we had never found the fource of that
idea in experience, The infiruction arifing from the perufal of
hiftory would be abfolutely none; fince inftrution implies in
its very nature the claffing and generalifing of objetts, But,
upon the fuppofition on which we are arguing, all objetts would
be unconnetted and disjun&, without the poflibility of afford-
ing any grounds of reafoning or principles of {cience.

The idea correfpondent to the term charater inevitably in~
cludes in it the affumption of neceffary connexion. The cha-
rater of any man is the refult of a long feries of impreflions
communicated to his mind, and modifying it in a certain man-
ner, fo as to enable us, from a number of thefe modifications and
impreflions being given, to predi& his condu@. Hence arifc
his temper and habits, refpeQting which we reafonably conclude,
that they will not be abruptly fuperfeded and reverfed ; and that,
if they ever be reverfed, it will not be accidentally, but in con=
fequence of fome ftrong reafon perfuading, or fome extraordinary
cvent modifying his mind.  If there were not this original and
cficntial connexion between motives and alions, and, which

Pp2 forms

291

BOOK V.
CHAP.V,
\c-—ow-'

in our judg-
ments of chas
ralter:



202

BOOK IV,
CRADL VL
(W

fnonrfchemes
vt nolicy

i our ideas
of moral dif-
ipline,

Obyecrion
fru;n the sl
Difits of our
c'.\‘i)v,'(
in human
codncty

OF FREE WILL

forms one particular branch of this principle, between men’s
palt and future a&ions, there could be no fuch thing as character,
or as a ground of inference cnabling us to predict what men
would be from what they have been,

From the fame idea of neceffary connexion arife all the
fchemes of policy, in confequence of which men propofe to
themfelves by a certain plan of condud to prevail upon others
to become the tools and infiruments of their purpofes. All the
arts of courtthip and flattery, of playing upon men’s hopes and
fears, proceed upon the fuppofition that mind is fubject to cer-
tain laws, and that, provided we be fkilful and afliduous enough
in applying the caufe, the effe will inevitably follow,

Laftly, the idea of moral difcipline procceds entircly upon this
principle. If I carcfully perfuade, exhort, and exhibit motives
to another, it is becaufe I believe that motives have a tendency
to influence his condud. If I reward or punifh him, cither with
a view to his own improvement or as an example to others, it
is becaufe T have been led to believe that rewards and punifh-
ments are calculated in their own nature to affe@ the fentiments

and practices of mankind..

There is but one conceivable objection againft the inference
from thefe premifes to the neceflity of human actions. It may
be alledged, that “ though there is a real connexion between

motives
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motives and altions, yet that this connexion may not amount BOOK IV.
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to a certuinty, and that of confequence the mind fill retains an S—ev—’

inherent adivity by which it can ar plea‘ure ditfolve this con-
nexion, Thus for example, when I addrefs argument and per-
fuafion to my neighbour to induce him to adopt a certain fe-
cies of conduét, I do it not with a certain expectation of fuccefs,
and am not utterly diluppointed if all my cfforts fuil of their
effect. T make areferve for a certain faculty of liberty he is
fuppoled to poflefs, which may at laft counteract the beft digefted

projedts.”

But in this obje&tion there is nothing peculiar to the cafe of A,

mind. Itis juft foin matter. Ifee a part only of the premifes,
and therefore can pronounce only with uncertainty upon the con-
clution. A philofophical experiment, which has fuccceded a
hundred times, may altogether fail upon the next trial.  Bur
what docs the philofopher conclude from this? Not that there
is a liberty of choice in his retort and his materials, by whicl
they bafle the beft formed expe@ations. Not that the con-
nexion between efle€ts and caufes is imperfect, and that part of
the effect happens from no caufe at all.  But that there was
fome other caufe concerned whofe operation he did not perceive,
but which a frefh invefligation will probably lay open to him,
When the feience of the material univerfe was in its infancy,
men were {ufficiently prompt to refer events to accident and
chance ; but the farther they have extended their enquirics and

obtervation,
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obfervation, the more reafon they have found to conclude that

‘———" every thing takes place according to ncceffary and univerful

Origin and
univerfality
of the fenti-
ment of free
will,

Yaws.

"The cafe is exadly parallel with refpeét to mind. The po-
litician and the philofopher, however they may fpeculatively en-
tertain the opinion of free will, never think of introducing it
into their fcheme of accounting for events, If an incident turn
out otherwife than they expected, they take it for granted, that
there was fome unobferved bias, fome habit of thinking, fome
prejudice of education, fome fingular affociasion of ideas, that
difappointed their predidtion ; and, if they be of an aftive and
enterprifing temper, they return, like the natural philofopher, to
fearch out the fecret {pring of this unlooked for event.

The refletions into which we have entered upon the doctrine
of caufes, not only afford us a fimple and impreflive argument
in favour of the dotrine of neceflity, but fuggeft a very obvious
reafon why the doérine oppofite to this has been in a certain
degree the general opinion of mankind. It has appeared that
the idca of neceffary connexion between events of any fort is
the leffon of cxperience, and the vulgar never arrive at the uni-
verfal application of this principle even to the phenomena of -
the material univerfe. In the eafieft and moft familiar inftances,
fuch as the impinging of one ball of matter upon another and
its confequences, they willingly admit the interference of chance,

7 or
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or an event uncaufed. In this inftance however, as both the im-
pulfe and its effets are fubjects of obfervation to the fenfcs, they
readily imagine that they perceive the abfolute principle which
caufes motion to be communicated from the firft ball to the fe-
cond, Now the very fame prejudice and precipitate conclufion,
which induce them to believe that they difcover the principle
of motion in objetts of fenfe, a& in an oppofite direCtion
with refpet to fuch objedts as cannot be fubjected to the exa-
mination of fenfe. The manner in which an idea or propofition
fuggefted to the mind of a percipient being produces animal mo-
tion they never fee; and therefore readily conclude that there is
no neceffary connexion between thefe events.

But, if the vulgar will univerfally be found to be the advo-
cates of free will, they are not lefs ftrongly, however inconfift-
ently, imprefled with the belief of the do&rine of neceflity. It
is a wcll known and a juft obfervation, that, were it not for the
exiftence of general laws to which the cvents of the material
univerfe always conform, man could never have been either a
reafcning or a moral being. The moft confiderable a&tions of
our lives are direCted by forefight. It is becaufe he forefees the
regular fucceflion of the feafons, that the farmer fows his ficld,
and after the expiration of a certain term expeéts a crop. There
would be no kindnefs in my adminiftering food to the hungry,
and no injultice in my thrufting a drawn fword againft the

bofom.
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bofom of my fiiend, if it were not the eftablithed quality of food

to nourifh, and of a fivord to wound.

But the regularity of events in the material univerfc will not
of itfelf afford a fufficient foundation of morality and prudence.
The voluntary conduét of our neighbours enters for a fthare into
almoft all thofe caiculations upon which our own plans and de-
terminations are founded,  If voluntary condud, as well as ma-
terial impulfe, were not fubjefled to general laws, included in
the fyftem of caufe and effe@, and a legitimate topic of predic-
tion and forefight, the certainty of events in the material uni-
verfe would be productive of little benefit. But in reality the
mind pafles from one of thefe topics of fpeculation to the other,
without accurately diftributing them into claffes, or imagining
that there is any difference in the certainty with which they are
attended. Hence it appears that the moft uninftructed peafant
or artifan is practically a neceffarian, The farmer calculates as
fecurely upon the inclination of mankind to buy his corn when
it is brought into the market, as upon the tendency of the feafons
to ripen it. The labourer no more fufpeés that his employer
will alter his mind and not pay him his daily wages, than he
fufpets that his tools will refufe to perform thofe functions te-

day, in which they were yefterday cmployed with fuccefs *.

* The reader will find the fubftance of the above arguments in a more diffu-
five form in Hume's Enquiry concerning Human Underftanding, being the

third part of his Edays.
Another
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Another argument in favour of the do@rine of neceflity, not
defs clear and irrefiftible than that from the confideration of caufe
and effe&, will arife from any confiftent explication that can be
given of the nature of voluntary motion, ‘The motions of the
animal fyflem diftribute themfelves dnto two great claffes, vo-
luntary and involuntary. Involuntary motion, whether it be
conceived to take place independently of the mind, or to be the
refult of thought and perception, is fo called, becaufe the cone
fequences of that motion, cither in whole or in part, did not
enter into the view of the mind when the motion commenced,
Thus the cries of a new-bomn infant are not lefs involuntary
than the circulation of the blood; it being impoffible that the
founds firft refulting from a certain agitation of the animal
frame fhould be forcfeen, fince forefight is the fruit of expe-
rience.

From thefe obfervations we may deduce a rational and cone
fiftent account of the nature of volition, Voluntary motion is
that which is accompanied with forefight, and flows from inten-
tion and defign.  Volition is that flatc of an intelletual being,
in which, the mind being affected in a certain manner by the
apprehenfion of an end to be accomplifhed, a certain motion of

the organs and members of the animal frame is found to be pro-
duced.

Here then the advocates of intelle@ual liberty have a clear
Q.q dileama
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dilemma propofed to their choice, They muft aferibe this freee
dom, this imperfeét connexion of effects and caufes, either to our
voluntary or our involuntary motions. They have already made
their determination, They are aware that to afcribe freedom to
that which is involuntary, even if the affamption could be main-
tained, would be altogether foreign to the great fubjects of mo-
ral, theological or political enquiry, Man would not be in any
degree more of an agent or an accountable being, though it could
be proved that all his involuntary motions fprung up in-a for-

tuitous and capricious manner,

But on the other hand to afcribe freedom to our voluntary
actions is an exprefs contradi®ion in terms. No motion is vo-
luntary any farther than it is accompanied with intention and
defign, and flows from the apprehenfion of an end to be ac-
complithed. So far as it flowsin any degree from another fource,
fo far it is involuntary. 'Fhe new-born infant forefees nothing,
therefore all his motions are involuntary. A perfon arrived a
maturity takes an extenfive furvey of the confequences of his ac-
tions, therefore he is eminently a voluntary and rational being.
If any part of my conduét be deftitute of all forefight of the ef-
fe@s to refult, who is there that afcribes to it depravity and
vice? Xerxes alted juft as foberly as fuch a reafoner, when he
caufed his attendants to inflit a thoufand lathes on the waves of
the Hellefpont. .

The
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The truth of the doétrine of neceflity will be ftill more evi-
dent, if we confider the ablurdity of the oppofite hypothefis,
‘One of its principal ingredients is felf determination, Liberty
in an imperfe@t and popular fenfe is afcribed to the motions of
the animal fyftem, when they refult from the forefight and de-
liberation of the intellet, and not from external compulfion. It
is in this fenfe that the word is commonly ufed in moral and po-
litical reafoning.  Philofophical reafoners therefore, who have
defired to vindicate the property of freedom, uot only to our
-external motions, but to the a&ts of the mind, have been obliged
‘to repeat this procefs, Our external altions are then faid to be
free, when they truly refult from the determination of the mind.
If our volitions, or internal a&ts be alfo free, they muft in like
manner refult from the determination of the mind, or in other
words, “ the mind in adopting them” muft be ¢ felf determined.”
Now nothing can be more evident than that that in which the
mind exercifes its freedom, muft be an act of the mind. Liberty
therefore according to this hypothefis confifts in this, that every
«<hoice we make has been chofen by us, and every at of the
mind been preceded and produced by an a&k of the miand, This
is fo true, that in reality the ultimate adt is not ftyled free from
any quality of its own, but becaufe the mind in adopting it was
felf detcrmined, that is, becaufe it was preceded by another ack.
The ultimate aét refulted completely from the determination
that was its precurfor. It was itfelf neceffary ; and, if we would
dook for freedom, it muft be in the preceding a®. Butin that

Qqa preceding
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preceding act alfo, if the mind were free, it was flf determined;

‘= that s, this volition was chofen by a preceding volition, and by

Indifference.

the fame reafoning this alfo by another antecedent to itfelf, Al
the aclts except the firft were necefary, and followed each other
as inevitably as the links of a chain do, when the firft link is
drawn forward. But then neither was this firft a&t free, unlefs
the mind in adopting it were felf determined, that is, unlefs this
act were cholen by a preceding aét. Trace back the chain as
far as you pleafe, every alt at which you arrive is neceffary,
That a&, which gives the character of freedom to the whale, can
never be difcovered ; and, if it could, in its own nature includas

a contradi¢tion. .

Another idea which belongs to the hypothefis of felf deten
mination, is, that the mind is not neceflarily inclined this way
or that by the motives which are prefented to- it, by the clear-
nefs or obfcurity with which they are apprehended, or by the
temper and charaGter- which preceding habits may have gene-
rated ; but that by its inherent alivity. it is equally capable of
proceeding either way, and paffes to its determination from a
previous ftate of abfolute indifference,  Now what fort of acivity
is that which is equally inclined to all kinds of a&ions? Let us
fuppofe a particle of matter endowed with an inherent propenfity
to motion. This propenfity. muft cither be to move in one par-
ticular direGtion, and then it muft for ever move in that direc-

tion unlefs counteralted by fome external impreflion ; or it muft
have.
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hiave an equal tendency to all dire@ions, and then the refult muft BOOK 1v,

be a ftate of perpetual reft,

The abfurdity of this confequence is fo evident, that the ad-:
vocates of intelleCtual liberty have endeavoured to deftroy its
force by means of a diftin@ion, * Motive,” it has been faid,
“ is indeed: the occafion, the jine gua non of volition, but it has
no inherent power to compel volition.. Its influence depends-
upon the free and unconfirained furrender of the mind. Be-
tween oppofite motives and confiderations the mind can choofe
as it pleafes, and by its determination can convert the motive
which isweak and infufficient in the comparifon into the ftrongeft.””
But this hypothelis will be found exceedingly inadequate to the.
purpofe for which it is produced. Motives muft either have a:
neceffary and irrefiftible influence, or they can have no influence
atall,.

For, firft, it muft be remembered, that the ground or reafon
of any event, of whatever nature it be, muft be contaired
among the circumftances which: precede that event. The mind
is fuppofed.to be in'a flate of previous indifference; and there-
fore cannot be, in itfelf confidered, the fource of the particular:
choice that ismade, There is a motive on onc fide and a mo-~
tive-on the other: and betwcen thefe lie the true ground and
reafon of preference,. But, wherever there is tendency to pre-
ference, there may be degrees of tendency. If the degrees be.

equal,.
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w



802

BOOKIV.
CHAPR. V,

OF FREER WILL

equal, préference cannot follow : it is equivalent to the putting

= .cqual weights into the oppofite fcales of a balance. If one of

Phe will not
adiftia& fa-
culty.

them have a greater tendency to preference than the other, that
which has the greateft tendency muft ultimately prevail.  'When
two things are balanced againft each other, fo much amount
may be conceived to be firuck off from each fide as exills in the
fmaller fum, and the overplus that belongs to the greater is all
that truly enters into the confideration, '

Add to this, fecondly, that, if motive have not a neceffary in-
fluence, it is altogether fuperfluous. The mind cannot firft
choofe to be influenced by a motive, and afterwards fubmit to
its operation : for in that cale the preference would belong
‘wholly to this previous volition. The determination would in
reality be complete in the firft inftance ; .and the motive, which
-came in afterwards, might be the pretext, but could not be the
true fource of the proceeding *,

Lafily, it may be obferved upon the hypothefis of free will,
that the whole fyftem is built upon a diftin&ion where there is
no difference, to wit, a diftinCtion between the intelle®ual and
altive powers of the mind, A myflerious philofophy taught
men to fuppofe, that, when the underftanding had perccived
.any obje to be defirable, there was need of fome diftin

* The argument from the impoflibility of free will is treated with great force

«of reafoning in Jonathan Edwardss Enquiry into the Freedom of the Wil
2 power
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power to put the body in motion, But reafon finds no ground
for this fuppofition ; nor is it: poffible to conceive, that, in the
cafe of an intelleGual faculty placed in an aptly organifed body,
preference can exift, together with a confcioufncfs, gained .from
experience, of our power to obtain the objet preferred, without
a-certain-motion of the animal frame being the neceffary refult.
We need only attend to the obvious meaning of the terms in
orderto perceive that the will is merely, as it has been happily
termed, the. laft a& of the underftanding, one of the different
cafes of the. affociation of ideas. What indced is preference,
but a perception of fomething that really inheres or is fuppofed
to inhere in the objects themfelves ! It is the judgment, true or
crroneous, which the mind makes refpecting fuch things as are
brought into comparifon” with each other. If this had been
fufficiently attended to, the freedom of the will would never
Have been gravely maintained by philofophical writers, fince no
man ever imagined that we were free to feel or not to feel an
impreflion made upon our organs, and to believe or not to
believe a propofition demonftrated to our underflanding,.

It muft be unncceflary to add any thing favther-on this head,
unlefs it be a momentary recollection of the fort of benefit that
freedom of the will would confer upon us, fuppofing it to be
poffible. Man being, as we have now found him to be, a
fimple fubftance, governed by the apprehenfions of his under-
ftanding, nothing farther is requifite but the improvement of his

reafoning
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reafoning faculty, to make him virtuous and happy. But, did

=" he poffefs a faculty independent of the underftandirg; and capa=

of no fervice
te morality,

ble of refifting from mere caprice the moft powerful arguments,
the beft education and the moft fedulous inftruction might be of
no ufe to him. This freedom we fhall eafily perceive to be his
bane and his curfe; and the only hope of lafting benefit to the
fpecies would be, by drawing clofer the connexion between the
external motions and the underftanding, wholly to extirpate it.

‘The virtuous man, in proportion to his improvement, will be
‘under the conftant influence of fixed and invariable principles;

and fuch a being as we conceive God to be, can ncver in any
one inftance have exercifed this liberty, thatis, can never
have acted in a foolifh and tyrannical manner, Freedom of the
will is abfurdly reprefented as neceffary to render the mind fuf-
ceptible of moral principles ; but in reality, fo far as we aét with
liberty, fo far as we are independent of motives, our conduct is
as independent of morality as it is of reafon, nor is it poffible
that we fhould deferve cither praife or blame for a proceeding
thus capricious and indifciplinable.

CHAP,
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NECESSITY.

IDEA IT SUGGESTS TO US OF THE UNIVERSE,—INFLUENCE
ON OUR MORAL IDEAS=—ACTION-—VIRTUE-~=EXERTION
~— PERSUASION— EXHORTATION — ARDOUR - COMPLA~
CENCE AND AVERSION —PUNISHMENT-—REPENTANCE
~—PRAISE AND BLAME—INTELLECTVUAL TRANQUILLITY.
~~LANGUAGE OF NECESSITY RECOMMENDED.

ONSIDERING then the do@rine of moral neccllity as
fufficiently cftablithed, let us proceed to the confequences
that are to be deduced from it.  This view of things prefents us
with an idea of the univerfe as conne&ed and cemented in all its
parts, nothing in the boundlefs progrefs of things being capable
of happening otherwifc than it has actually happened. In the
life of every human being there is a chain of caufes, gencrated
in that eternity which preceded his birth, and going on in regu-
lar proceflion through the whole period of his exiftence, in con-
fequence of which it was impoffible for him to a&t in any
inftance otherwife than he has alted,
Rr The
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The contrary of this having been the conception of the mafy
of mankind in all ages, and the ideas of contingency and acci-
dent having perpetually obtruded themfelves, the eftablifhed
language of morality has been univerfally tinCtured with this
error. It will therefore be of no trivial iinportance to enquire
how much of this language is founded in the truth of things,
and how much of what is exprefled by it is purely imaginary.
Accuracy of language is the indifpenfible prerequifite of found
knowledge, and without attention to that fubje& we can never
afcertain. the extent and importance of the confequences of:
neceflity.

Firft then it appears, that, in the emphaticaland refined fenfe:
in which the word has fometimes been ufed, there is no fuch-
thing as action. Man is in no cafe firi¢tly fpeaking the begine
ner of any event or feries of events that takes place in the uni-.
verfe, but only the vehicle through which certain caufes operate,.
which canfes, if he were fuppofed not to exift, would ceafe to
operate. Adtion however, i its more fimple and obvious fenfe,
is fufficiently real, and exifts equally both in mind and in matter. .
When a ball upon a billiard beard is firuck by a perfon.
playing, and afterwards impinges upon a fecond ball, the ball.
which was firft in motion is faid to a& upon the fecond, though it-
operate in the ftritteft conformity to the impreflion it received, and -
the motion it communicates be precifely determined by the cir-.
cumftances of the cafe.. Exattly fimilar to this, upon the prin-

ciples.
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ciples already explained, are the actions of the human mind.
Mind is a real caufe, an indifperfible link in the great chain of
the univerfe ; but not, as has fometimes been fuppefed, a caufe
of that paramount defcription, as to fupetfede all neceflities, and
be itfelf fubjet to no laws and methods of operation. Upon
the hypothefis of a God, it is not the choic., apprehenfion or
Jjudgment of that being, fo properly as the truth which was the
foundation of that judgment, that has becn the fource of all con-
tingent and particular exiftences, His exifience, if neceffary,
was neceflary only as the fenforium of truth and the medium of
its operation,

Is this view of things incompatible with the exiftence of
virtye 2

If by virtue we underftand the operation of an intelligent
being in the exercife of an optional power, fo that under the
fame precife circumftances it might er might not have taken
place, undoubtedly it will annihilate it.

But the do&rine of neceflity does not overturn the neture of
things, Happinefs and mifery, wifdom and error will ftill be
diftin® from cach other, and there will flill be a connexion
between them. Wherever there is diftin@ion there is ground
for preference and defire, or on the contrary for negle& and

averfion. Happinefs and witdom will be objetts worthy to be
Rr2 defired,
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‘“ev——r," by virtuc we mean that principle which afferts the preference of

defired, mifery and error worthy to be difliked. If thereforer

the former over the latter, its reality will remain undiminithed by
the dorine of neceflity..

Vittue, if we would fpeak accurately, ought to be confidered’
by us in the firft inftance objectively, rather than as modifying
any patticular beings. Itis a fyftem of general advantage, in
their aptitude or inaptitude to which lies the value or worth-
lefsnefs of all particular cxiftences, This aptitude is in intel
ligent beings ulually termed capacity or power. Now power in-
the fenfe of the hypothefis of liberty is altogether chimerical.
But power in the fenfe in which it is fometimes affirmed of in-
animate {ubftances, is equally true of thofe which are animate.
A candleftick has the power or capacity of retaining a candle in
a perpendicular direGtion. A knife has a capacity of cutting.
In the fame manner-a human being has a capacity of walking =
though it may be no more true of him, than of the inanimate
fubftance, that he has the power of exercifing or not exercifing
that capacity. Again, there are different degrees as well as dif-
ferent clafles of capacity. One knifc is better adapted for the
purpofes of cutting than another,

Now there are two confiderations relative to any particular
being, that excite our approbation, and this whether the being:
be poflefled of confioufnefs or no. Thefe confiderations are

sapacity
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capacity and the application of that capacity, We approve of a
fharp knife rather than a blunt one, becaufe its capacity is greater.
We approve of its being employed in catving food, rather than
in maiming men or other animals, becaufe that application of
its capacity is preferable. But all approbation or preference is
relative to utility or general good: A kaife is as capable as a
man of being employed in the purpofes of virtue, and the one
is no more free than the otlier as to its employment. The mode
in which a knife is made fubfervient to thefe purpofes isby ma-
terial impulfe. The mode in which a man is made fubfervient
is by inducement and perfuafion. But both are equally the
affuir of neceflity. TFhe man differs from the knife, jult as the
iron candleftick differs from the brafs one; he has one more
way of being aGed upon, 'This additional way in man is mo-
tive, in the candleftick is magneti{m..

But virtue has another fenfe, in which it is analogous to duty.
The virtuc of a human being is the application of his capacity
to the general good ; his duty is the beft poffible application of
that capacity. The words thus explained ave to be confidered as
rather fimilar to grammatical diftintion, than to real and phi-
lofophical difference,  Thus in Latin bonus is good as aflirmed
of a man, buna is good as affirmed of a woman. In the fame
manner we can as eafily conceive of the capacity of an inanimate
as of an animate fubftance being applied to the general good,
and as accurately deferibe the bel poffible application of the one
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as of the other. 'There is no effential difference between the
two cafes. But we call the latter virtue.and duty, and not the
former. Thefe words may in a popular fenfe be confidered as

either mafculine or feminine, but never ncuter.

But, if the do@rine of neceffity do not annihilate virtue, it
tends to introduce a great change into our ideas refpecting
it According to this doftrine it will be abfurd for a man to
fay, “TIwill exert myfelf,” I will take care to remember,”
or even “I will do this.” All thefe expreffions imply as if
man was or could be fomething elfe than what motives make
him, Man s in reality a paflive, and not an active being. In
another fenfe however he is fufficiently capable of exertion.
The operations of his mind may be laborious, like thofe of
the wheel of a heavy machine in afcending a hill, may even tend
to wear out the fubftance of the fhell in which it ats, without
in the finalleft degree impeaching its paflive chara&ter, If we
were conftantly aware of this, our minds would not glow lefs
ardently with the love of truth, juftice, happinefs and man-
kind, We fhould have a firmnefs and fimplicity in our conduct,
not wafting itfelf in fruitlefs firuggles and regrets, not hurricd
along with infantine impatience, but fecing events with their
confequences, and calinly and unrefervedly given up to the influ-

ence of thofc comprehenfive views which this doctrine infpires.

As to our condud towards others in inftances where we were
2 concerned
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concerned to improve and meliorate their minds, we thould ad-
drefs our reprefentations and’ remonfirances to them with double
confidence.. The believer in free wiil can expoftulate with or
corre&t his pupil with faint and uncertain hopes, confcious that

the cleareft exhibition-of truth is impotent, when brought into

conteft with the unhearing and indif¢iplinable faculty of will 5.

or in reality, if he were confiftent, fecure that it could produce
no effeét at all. The neceffarian on the contrary employs real
antecedents, .and has a right to expeét real cffects,

But, though he would reprefent, he would not exhort, for
this is a term without a meaning. He would fuggeft motives
to the mind, .but he would not call upen it to comply, as if it
had a power to comply or not to comply. His office would
confift of two parts, the exhibition of motives to the purfuit of

a certain end, and the delineation of the eaficft and moft ef--

feCtual way of attaining that end. .

There is- no better fcheme for enabling us to perceive how
far any idea that has been connected with the hypothelis of li-
berty has a real foundation, than to tranflate the ufual mode of
exprefling it into the language-of neeeflity. Suppofe the idea
of exhortation fo tran{lated to ftand thus: ¢ To enable any ar-

guments I may fuggeft to you.to make a fuitable impreflion it

is neceflary that they fhould be fairly confidered. I proceed.

therefore to evince to you the importance of attention, knowing,
that,
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183(211\';!}’{ that, if 1 can make this importance fufficiendy manifeft ate
“—— tention will inevitably follow.” 1 thould however be far better
employed in enforcing dire@ly the truth I am defirous to im-
prefs, than in having recourfe to this circuitous mode of treating
attention as if it were a feparate faculty.,  Attention will in rea-
lity always be proportionate to our apprehenfion of the import-

ance of the fubje& before us

ardour ; At firlt fight it may appear as if, the moment I was fatisfied
that exertion on my part was no better than a fition, and that
I was the paffive inftrument of caufes exterior to mylelf, I
fhould become indifferent to the obje€ts which had hitherto in-
terefted me the moft deeply, and lofe all that inflexible perfe
verance, which feems infeparable from great undertakings, But
this cannot be the true {tate of the cafe. The more I refign
myfelf to the influcnce of truth, the clearer will be my per-
eption of it. The lefs I am interrupted by queftions of i
berty and caprice, of attention and indolence, the more uniform
will be my conftancy., Nothing could be more unreafonable
than that the fentiment of neceflity fhould produce in me a
fpirit of ncutrality and indifference.  The more certain is the
connexion between effeCts and caufes, the more chearfulnefs

iheuld [ feel in yielding to painful and laborious employments.

comphicence It is common for men imprefled with the opinion of free
aud avertion :

will to entertain refentment, indignation and anger againft thofe

who
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who fill into the commiffion of vice. How much of thefe
feelings is juft, and how wmuch erroneous ? The difference be-
tween virtue and vice will equally remain upon the oppofite
hypothefis. Vice therefore muft be an obje& of reje@tion and
virtue of preference ; the one muft be approved and the other
difapproved. But our difapprobation of vice will be of the
fame nature as our difapprobation of an infectious diftemper,

One of the reafons why we are accuftomed to regard the
murderer with more acute feelings of difpleafure than the knife
he employs, is that we find a more dangerous property, and
greater caufe for apprehenfion, in the one than in the other.
The knife is only accidentally an obje& of terror, but againft
the murderer we can never be enough upon our guard, In the
fame manner we regard ‘the middle of a buly fireet with lefs
complacency as a place for walking than the fide, and the ridge
of a houfe with more averfion than ecither, Independently
therefore of the idea of freedom, mankind in gencral find in
the enormoufly vicious a fufficicnt motive of antipathy and
difgutt. With the addition of that idca, it is no wonder that
they thould be prompted to expreflions of the moft intemperate
abhorrence,

Thefe feelings obvioufly lead to the prevailing conceptions on
the fubject of punifhinent. "The do@rine of neceflity would teach
us to clafs punifhment in the lift of the means we poflets of re-

S forming
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forming error, ‘The more the human mind can be fhewn to be
under the influence of motive, the more certain it is that pue
nifhinent will produce a great and uncquivocal effect,  But the
doétrine of neceflity will teach us to look upon punifbment
with no complacence, and at all times to prefer the moft direct
means of cncountering error, which is the development of
truth, Whenever punifhment is employed under this fyftem,
it will be employed, not for any intrinfic recommendation it pof

fefits, but jult fo far as it fhall appear to conduce to gencral
utility,

On the contrary it is ufually imagined, that, independently of
the utility of punifhment, there is proper deflert in the criminal,
a certain fitnels in the nature of things that renders pain the
fuitable concomitant of vice, It is therefore frequently faid,
that it is not cnough that a murderer fhould be tranfported to
a defert ifland, where there fhould be no danger that his malig-
nant propenfities fhould ever again have opportunity to alt;
but that it is alfo right the indignation of mankind againft him
fhould exprefs itfelf in the inflition of fome actual ignominy
and pain.  On the contrary, under the fyftem of neceflity the
ideas of guilt, crime, defert and accountablene(s have no place,

Correlative to the feelings of refentment, indignation and an.
ger againft the offences of others, are thofe of repentance, con-
wition and forrow for our own. As long as we admit of an

effential.
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effential difference between virtue and vice, no doubt all erroncous
condudt whether of ourfelves or others will be regarded with
difapprobation, But it will in both cafes be confidered, under
the fyftem of neceffity, as a link in the great chain of cvents
which could not have been otherwife than it is. We fhall there-
fore no more be difpofed to repent of our own faults than of
the faults of others. It will be proper to view them both as
altions, injurious to the public good, and the repetition of
which is to be deprecated. Amidft our prefent imperfeQtions
it will perhaps be ufcful to recollect what is the error by which
we are moft eafily feduced.  But in proportion as our views cx-
tend, we fhall find motives enough to the practice of virtue,
without any partial retrofpe@ to ourfelves, or recollettion of our
own propenfitics and habits.

In the ideas annexed to the words refentment and repentance
there is fome mixture of true judgment and a found conception
of the nature of things. There is perhaps fill more juftice inthe
notions conveyed by praife and blame, though thele alfo are for
the moft part founded in the hypothefis of liberty, When I
fpeak of a beautiful landfcape or an agrecable feniution, I em-
ploy the language of pancgyric, 1 employ it ftill more empha-
tically, when I fpeak of a good allion; becaule I am conlcious
that pancgyric has a tendency to procure a repetitica of fuch
allions, So far as praife implies nothing more than this, it per
feCtly accords with the fevereft plilofophy. So far as it im-
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plics that the man could have abftained from the virtuous action
I applaud, it belongs only to the delufive fyftem of liberty.

A farther confequence of the dodrine of neceffity is its tens
dency to make us furvey all events with a tranquil and placid
temper, and approve and difapprove without inpeachment to
our felf poffefion. It is true, that events may be contingent as
to .any knowledge we poflefs refpecting them, however certain
they are in themfclves, Thus the advocate of liberty knows
that his refation was either loft or faved in the great ftorm that
happened two months ago ; he regards this event as paft and
certain, and yet he does not fail to be anxious about it. But
it is not lefs true, that all anxiety and perturbation imply an im-
perfed fenfe of contingency, and a feeling as if our efforts
could make fome alteration in the event.  When the perfon re-
colle@s with clearnefs that the event is over, his mind grows
compofed ; but prefently he feels as if it were in the power of
God or man to alter it, and his diftrefs is renewed. All that
is more than this is the impatience of curiofity ; but philofophy
and reafon have an evident tendency to prevent an ufelefs curio-
fity from difturbing our peace. He therefore who regards all
things paft, prefent and to come as links of an indifloluble
chain, will, as often as he recollects this comprehenfive view,
be fuperior to the tumult of paffion ; and will refle@ upon the
moral concerns of mankind with the fame clearnefs of pereep-
ton, the fame unalterable firmnefs of judgment, and the fame

8 tranquillity
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tranqpuillity a3 we are accuftomed to do upon the truths of
geometry,

It would be of infinite importance to the caufe of feience and
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virtue to exprefs ourfelves upcn all occafions in the languuge cvamendds

of ncceflity. The contrary language is perpctually intruding,
and it is dificult to fpeak two fentences upon any topfc con-
neéted with human ation without it.  The expreflions of both
hypothefes are mixed in inextricable confufion, juft as the belief
of both hypothefes, however incompatible, will be found to
exift in all uninflru@ed minds, The reformation of which I
fpeak would probably be found exceedingly pradticable in it-
fclf; though, fuch is the fubtlety of error, that we fhould at firft
find feveral revifals and much laborious fludy neceffary before it
could be perfectly weeded out. This muft be the author’s
apology for not having attempted in the prefeat work what he
recommends to others.  Obje@s of more immediate importance

demanded his attcntion, and engrofled his facultics.

CHAT,
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OF THE MECHANISM OF THE HUMAN MIND,

NATURE OF MRCHANISM—ITS CLASSES, MATERIAL AND
INTELLECTUAL, — MATERIAL SYSTEM, OR OF VIBRA-
TIONS,—THE INTELLECTUAL 8YSTEM MOST PROBABLE
~—FROM THE CONSIDERATION THAT THOUGHT WOULD
OTHERWISE BE A SUPERFLUITY — FROM THE ESTA-
BLISHED PRINCIPLES OF REASONING FROM EFFECTS TO
CAUSES,—OBJECTIONS REFUTED.—THOUGHTS WHICH
PRODUCE ANIMAL MOTION MAY BE—1IX, INVOLUNTARY.
ALL ANIMAL MOTIONS WERE FIRST INVOLUNTARY.,—
2, UNATTENDED WITH CONSCIOUSNESS.-— THE MIND
CANNOT HAVE MORE THAN ONE THOUGHT AT ANY
ONE TIME.—OBJECTION TO THIS ASSERTION FROM THE
CASE OF COMPLEX IDEAS—FROM VARIOUS MENTAL

4 OPERATIONS—AS COMPARISON-——APPRENENSION-—RA~
PIDITY OF THE SUCCESSION OF IDEAS.—APPLICATION,—
DURATION MEASURED BY CONSCIOUSNESS,—3. A DIS-
TINCT THOUGHT TO EACH MOTION MAY BE UNNECES-
SARY.—APPARENT FROM THE COMPLEXITY OF SEN-
SIBLE IMPRESSIONS,—THE MINDALWAYS THINKS.~——CON=
CLUSION.—THE THEORYAPPLIED TO THE PHENOMENON
OF WALKING—TO THE CIRCULATION OF THE BLOOD.,—
OF MOTION IN GENERAL.—OF DREAMS,

K i HE dodrine of neceflity being admitted, it follows that
M e 1 1 -, Y HG
Nt the theory of the human mind is properly, like the

suechianifin:yhoory of every other feries of events with which we arc ac-
quainted,
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quainted, a fyltem of mechanifm ; underftanding by mechanifin
nothing more than a regular connexion of phenomena without
any uncertainty of event, fo that every incident requires a fpe-
cific caufe, and could be no otherwife in any refpect than as the
caule determined it to be.

But there are two forts of mechanifin capable of being applied
to the folution of this cafe, one which has for its medium only
matter and motion, the other which has for its medium thought,
Which of thefe is to be regarded as moft probable?

According to the firft we may conceive the human body to
be fo conflituted as to be fufceptible of vibrations, in the fame
manner as the ftrings of a mufical infirument are fufeeptible of
vibrations, Thefe vibrations, having begun upon the furface
of the body, are conveyed to the brain ; and, in a manner that
is equally the refult of conftru&tion, produce a fecond fet of
vibrations beginning in the brain, and conveyed to the different
organs or members of the body. Thus it may be fuppofed,
that a picce of iron confiderably heated is applied to the
body of an infant, and that the report of this uneafinefs, or ir-
ritation and feparation of parts being conveyed to the brain,
vents itfelf again in a fluill and piercing cry. It is in this man-
ner that we are apt to imagine certain convulfive and fpafimodic
affe&ions to take place in the body. The cafe, as here deferibed,
is fimilar to that of the bag of a pair of bagpipes, which, being

‘ prefled
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preffed in a certain manner, utters a groan, without any thing
morc being neceflary to account for this phenomenon, than the
known laws of matter and motion. Let us add to thefe vi-
brations a fyltem of affociations to be carried on by traces to
be made upon the medullary fubftance of the brain, by means
of which paft and prefent impreflions are conneted according
to certain laws, as the traces happen to approach or run into
each other; and we have then a complete fcheme for accounting
in a certain way for all the phenomena of human ation, Itis
to be obferved, that, according to this fyftem, mind or perception
is altegether unneceflary to explain the appearances, It might
for other reafons be defirable or wife, in the author of the uni-
verle for example, to introduce a thinking fubftance or a power
of perception as a fpeCtator of the procefs. But this percipient
power is altogether neutral, having no concern either as a me-

dium or otherwilc in producing the events *,
The fecond fyltem, which reprefents thought as the medium

* The above will be found to be a tolerably accurate defeription of the hypo-
thefis of the celebrated Hartley. It was unneceffary to quote his words, a5 it
would be forcign to the plan of the prefent work to enter into a refutation of
any individuzd writer. ‘The fagacity of Hartley, in having pointed out the
neceil.ry connexion of the phenomena of mind, and fhewn the practicability
of reducing its differert cperatiors to a fimple principle, cannot be too highly ap-
pleuded,  The reafonings of the prefent chepter, if true, may be confidered
as giving farther ftuhility to his principal doQrine by frecing it from the {cheme

of material automatifim with which it was unneccflivily clogged.

of
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of operation, is not lefs a fyftem of mechanifin, according to 28‘,3,’5 \f,;f
the dottrine of ncceflity, than the other, but it is a mechanifin ‘S ———~—r

of a totally different kind.

There are various reafons calculated to perfuade us that this laft from the con.

tideration that

hypothefis is the moft probable. No inconfiderable argument ffiﬁi‘.”ii‘,i“},““f
may be derived from the fingular and important nature of that fupertiuity -
property of human beings, which we term thought ; which it

is furely fomewhat violent to ftrike out of our fyftem as a mere

fuperfluity.

A fecond reafon flill more decifive than the former, arifes t‘;?';*]}‘flcd
ctubliie

from the conftancy with which thought in innumerable inftances Ir’(';‘r"l"l’r‘:gs of
fon:

accompanies the fun@ions of this mechanifin, Now this con- from liectsto
flancy of conjunction has been fhewn to be the only ground we
have in any imaginable fubject for inferring neceffary connexion,
or that fpecies of relation which exifts between caufe and effect.
We cannot therefore reject the principle which fuppofes thought
to have an eflicient fhare in the mechanifin of man, but upon
grounds that would vitiate all our reafonings from effe@s to

caufes,

It may be objected, “ that, though this contiguity of cvent Objetions
argucs neceflary connexion, yet the connexion may be exaltly retiued
the reverfe of what is here flated, motion being in all inftances
the caufe, and thought never any thing more than an effe@.”

But this is contrary to every thing we know of the fyftem of

T ¢t the
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the univerfe, in which each event «pnears to be alternately both
the onc and the other, nothing tunminadng in itlelf, but every

thing leading on to an endlefs chain of confequences,

It would be equally vain to object,  that we are unable to
conceive how thought can have any tendency to produce mo-
tion in the animal fyftem ;” fince it has juft appeared that this
ignorance is by no means peculiar to the fubject before us, We
are univerfally unable to perceive the ground of neceffary con-

nexion,

It being then fufficiently clear that there are cogent reafons to
perfuade us that thought is the medium through which the mo-
tions of the animal fyftem are generally carried on, let us pro-
ceed to confider what is the nature of thofe thoughts by which
the limbs and organs of our body are fet in motion. It will
then probably be found, that the difficultics which have clogged
the intelle¢tual hypothelis, are principally founded in erroncous
notions derived from the fyftem of liberty ; as if there were any
effential difference between thofe thoughts which are the mc-

dium of generating motion, and thoughts in general,

Firft, thought may be the fource of animal motion, without
partaking in any degree of volition, or defign. It is certain
that there is a great variety of motions in the animal fyftem,

which are in cvery view of the fubjed involuntary. Such, for

‘example, arc the cries of an infant, when it is fult imprefied

4 with
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with the fenfation of pain. Such mult be all thofe motions
which flowed from fenfation previcutly to experience.  Voli-
tion implies that fomething which is 5 fubiedt of velition,
is regarded as defirable; but vee cannot defire any thing, till we
have an idea correlponding to the term uturity.  Volition im.
plies intention, or defign; but we cannot defign any thing, till we
have the expedlation that the exiftence of that thing is in fome way
conneéted with the means cmployed to produce it.  An infant,
when he has obferved that a voice exciting compaflion is the re-
fult of certain previous emotions, may have the idea of that
voice predominant in his mind during the train of emotions
that produce it.  But this could not have been the cafe the firft
time it was uttered. In the firtt motions of the animal fyftem, no-
thing of any fort could poflibly be forefeen, and therefore nothing
of any fort could be intended. Yet in the very inftances here pro-
duced the motions have fenfation or thought for their conftant
concomitant ; and therefore all the arguments, which have been
alrcady alledged, remain in full force to prove that thought is

the medium of their prodution,

Nor will this appear very cxtraordinary, if we confider the
nature of volition iticlf. In volition, if the doérine of necef-
fity be true, the mind is altogether paffive.  Two ideas prefent
themfclves in fome way connected with each other ; and a per-
ception of preferablencls neceffarily follows,  An object having
certain defirable qualities, is perceived to be within my reach;

Tt 2 and
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and my hand is neceflarily firetched out with an intention to
obtain it. If a perception of preferablenefs and a perception of
defirablenefs irrefiftibly lead to animal motion, why may not the
mere perception of pain? All that the adverfary of automa,
tilm is concerncd to maintain is, that thought is an eflential link
in the chain ; and that, the moment it is taken away, the links
that were before it have no longer any tendency to produce mo-
tion in the links that were after it. It is poflible, that, as a nu~
merous clafs of motions have their conftant origin in thought,

fo there may be no thoughts altogether unattended with motion,

Here it may be proper to obferve, that, from the principles
already delivered, it follows that all the original motions of the
animal fyftem are involuntary. In proportion however as we
obtain experience, they are fucceflively made the fubjets of
reflection and forefight; and of confequence become many of
them the themes of intention and defign, that is, become vo-
luntary. We fhall prefently have occafion to fufpect that mo-
tions, which were at firft involuntary, and afterwards by ex-
perience and affociation are made voluntary, may in the procefs
of intelleGtual operation be made involuntary again.—But to

proceed.

Secondly, thought may be the fource of animal motion, and
yet be unattended with confcioufnefs. This is undoubtedly a

diinction of confiderable refinement, depending upon the pre-
cife
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cife meaning of words ; and, if any perfon fhould ehoofe to ex-
prefs himfelf differently on the fubjet, it would be ufelefs ob-
ftinately to difpute that difference with him. By the confciouf-
nefs which accompanies any thought there feems to be fomething
implied diftin& from the thought itfclf. Confcioufnefs is a fort
of fupplementary reflection, by which the mind not only has the
- thought, but adverts to its own fituation and obferves that it has
it.  Confcionfnefs therefore, however nice the diftin&tion, feems

to be a fecondfhought.

In order to afcertain whether every thought be attended with
confcioufnels, it may be proper to confider whether the mind
can ever have more than one thought at any one time. Now
this feems altogether contrary to the very nature of mind.
My prefent thought is that to which mv prefent attention is
yielded ; but I cannot attend to feveral things at once.  This al
fertion appears to be of the nature of an intuitive axiom; and
experience is perpetually reminding us of its truth. In com-
paring two objedts we frequently endeavour as it were to draw
them together in the mind, but we feem to be obliged to pafs
fucceffively from the one to the other,

But this principle, though apparently fupported both by rea-
fon and expericnce, is not unattended with di-heulties. The fieik
is that which arifes from the cafe of complex ideas, This will

beft be apprehended if we examine it as relates to vifible objets.
“ I-’C(

Spey -

fo 2]

BOOK IV,
CHAPVIL
At e

The mind
cannot have
more than one
thought at
any on¢ thmes

Obicition to
thes afferon
fro v the cute
of Cooples
idens



326-

POOK TV,
CHLLY L
T

OF THE MECHANISM

“ Let us fuppofe that [ am at prefent crplovel in the at of
reading. L appear to take in whole words and indeed clufters
of words by a fingleadt of the mind,  But let it be granted for
a moment that I fee cach letter fuecefiively, Vot cach letter is
made up of parts: the letter D for cxample ¢& = right line and
a eurve, and cach of theie lines of the fuceeilve addition or
fluxion of points, If I confider the line asa v hole, yet its ex-
tenfion is onc thing, and its terminations another. I could not
fee the letter if the black line that deferibes it and the white fur-
face thatbounds it were not cach of them in the view of my
organ.  There mult therefore, as it fhould feem, upon the hy-
pothefis above flated, be an infinite fucceflion of ideas in the
mind, before it could apprehend the fimpleft objects with which
weare converfant.  But we have no fecling of any fuch thing,
but rather of the precife contrary, Thoufands of human be-
ings go out of the world without ever apprehending that lines
are compofed of the addition or fluxion of points. An hypo-
thefis therefore, that is in dire@ oppofition to fo many apparent
facts, muft have a very uncommon portion of evidence to fuf-
tain it, if indeed it can be fuftained at all.”

The true anfwer to this objection feems to be the following.
The mind can apprchend only a fingle idea at once, but that
idea needs not be in cvery fenfe of the word a fimple idca. The
mind can apprehend two or more objects at a fingle effort, but
it cannot apprehend them as two, There feems no fufficient

reafon
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reafon to deny that all thofe obje@s which are painted at once
upon the retina of the eye, produce a joint and fimultaneous
impreflion upon the mind.  But they are not immediately con-
ccived by the mind as many, but as one: fo foon as the idea
fuggelts itfelf that they are made up of parts, thefe parts can-
not be confidered by us otherwife than fucceffively, The re-
folution of objets into their fimple elements, is an operation
“of feience and improvement; but it is altogether foreign to
our firlt and original conceptions, In all cafes the operation is
rather analytical than fynthetical, rather that of refolution than
compofition. We do not begin with the fucceflive perception
of clementary parts tili we have obtained an idea of a whole;
but, beginning with a whole, are capable of reducing it into its

elements.

The fecond difficulty is of a much fubtler nature. It confifls

in the feeming « impofiibility of perforining any montal opera-

tion, fuch as comparifon for example, whicli has relation to two
or more ideas, if we l;avc not Loth ‘deas before us at onee, if
one of them be completely vanithe:! and gone, before the other
begins ++ oxift”  "The caufe of this gificulty {ieins to lie in the
miftake of fuppofing that thereis a real interval betvreen the two
ideas. It will pevhaps be found npon an accurate exaninatden,
that, though we canuot have two ideas at once, yet it *s not
juft to fay, that the tirft hasperithed before the fecond bey'. s
exift. The inftant that connecls them, is of no real magnitude,

and
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and produces no real divifion. The mind i< always full. It is

this inftant thercfore that is the true point of comparifeir.

It may be objected,  that this cannot be a juft reprofentation,
fince comparifon is rather a matter of rutrofpedt deciding be-
tween two ideas that have been completely apprehended, than a

perception which occurs in the middle, before the fecond has

been yet cbferved.” To this objelion experience will perhaps °

be found to furnith the true anfwer. We find in fa& that we

cannot compare two objes till we have paffed and repafled them
in the mind.

¢ Suppofing this account of the aperation of the mind in
comparifon to be admitted, yet what fhall we fay to a complex
fentence containing twenty ideas, the fenfe of which I fully

apprehend at a fingle hearing, nay, even in fome cafes by that
time one half of it has been uttered ?”

The mere tatk of underftanding what is affirmed to us js of
a very different nature from that of comparifon, or any other
fpecies of judgment that is to be formed concerning this affirma-
tion, When a number of ideas are prefented in a train, though
in one fenfe there be variety, yet in another there is unity,
Firft, there is the unity of uninterrupted fucceffion, the perennial
Aow as of a ftream, where the drop indeed that fucceeds is nu-
merically diftin& from that which weat before, but there is ne

ceffation,
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ccffation.  Secondly, there is the unity of method. The mind
appschends, as the difcourfe proceeds, a firi@t aflociation, from
fimilarity or fome other fource, between each idea as it follows
in the procefs, and that which went before it.

The faculty of underftanding the different parts of a difcourfe
in their connexion with cach other, fimple as it appears, is in
reality of gradual and flow acquifition. 'We are by various
caufes excluded from a minute obfervation of the progrefs of the
infant mind, and therefore do not readily conceive by how im-
perceptible advances it arrives at a quicknefs of apprehenfion
relative to the fimpleft fentences. But we more eafily remark
its fubfequent improvement, and perceive how long it is be.
fore it can apprehend a difcourfe of any length or a featence of
any abftraltion,

Nothing is more certain than the poflibility of my perceiving
the fort of relation that exifts between the different parts of a
methodical difcourfe, for example, Mr. Burke’s Speech upon
Oeconomical Reform, though it be impoflible for me after the
fevercft attention to confider the feveral parts otherwife than
fucceflively. I have a latent fecling of this relution as the dif-
courfe proceeds, but [ cannot give a firm judgment refpe@ing
it otherwife than by rctrofpe@t. It may however be fufpected
that, even in the cafe of fimple apprchenfion, an accurate ate
tention to the operations of mind would fhow, that we fcarcely

Uu in
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in any inftance hear a fingle fontence, without retitruing again
and again upon the ‘ﬂeps of the fpeaker, and drawing more
clofely in our minds the preceding members of his period, before
he arrives at its conclufion ; though even this exertion of mind,
fubtle as it is, be not of itlelf thought fufficient to authorife us
to give a judgment upon the whole. There may perhaps be
cafes where the apprchenfion is more inflantancous. A fimilar
exception appears to take place even in fome cafes of judgment
or comparifon. A new affociation, or a conne@ing of two ideag
by means of a middle term, which were never brought into
this relation before, is a tafk of fuch a nature, that the firongeft
mind feels fome fenfe of effort in the operation, But, where
the judgment accurately fpeaking is already made, the operation
is in a manner inflantancous. If you fay, that a melon is a
larger fruit than a cherry, Iimmediately affent. 'The Judgment,
though perhaps never applied to this individual fubje, may be
faid to have been made by me long before. If again you
tell me that Cafar was a worle man than Alexander, 1 inftantly
apprehend your meaning 5 but, unlefs I have upon fome former
occafion confidered the queftion, Ican neither affent nor diffent
till after fome refledtion.

But, if the principle here ftated be true, how infinitely rapid
muft be the fucceflion of ideas ? While I am fpeaking no two
ideas are in my mind at the fame time, and yet with what fa-
cility do I pafs from onc to another ? If my dilcourfe be argu-

mentative,
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mentative, how often do I pafs the topics of which it confifts in
review before Iutter them, and even while [ am fpeaking con-
tinue the review at intervals without producing any paufe in my
difcourfe ? How many other fenfations are perccived by me du-
ting this period, without fo much as interrupting, that is, with~
out materially diverting the train of my ideas? My eye fuccef-
fively remarks a thoufand cbjeQs that prefent themfelves, My
mind wanders to the different parts of my body, and receives a
fenfation from the chair upon which I {it, from the table upon
which I lean; from the pinching of a fhoe, from a finging in
my ear, a pain in my hcad, or an iritation of the breaft.
When thefe moft perceptibly occur, my mind pafles from one to
another, without fecling the minuteft obflacle, or being in any
degree diftralted by their multiplicity.  From this curfory view
of the fubject it appears that we have a multitude of different fuc~
ceflive perceptions in every moment of our exiftence *,

Confcioufnefs, as it has been above defined, appears to be one
of the departments of memory. Now the nature of memory,
fo far as it relates to the fubject of which we are treating, is ex~
ccedingly obvious, An infinitc number of thoughts pafied

* An attempt has been made to caleulate thefe, but there is no reafon to be-
lieve that the calculation deferves to be confidered as a ftandard of truth,  Senfi-
tions leave their images behind them, fome for a longer and fome for a fhorter
time 3 {o that, in two different inflances, the calculation is in one cafe cight, and
in ancthier three hundred and twenty to a fecond,

Sce Watfon o Time, Ch. ﬁ.
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through my mind in the laft five minutes of my cxiftence. How
many of themam I now able to recollect? How many of them
fhall I recollect to-morrow ? One impreffion after another is per-
petually effacing from this intellectual regifter. Some of them
may with great attention and effort be revived; others obtrude
themfelves uncalled for ; and a third fort are perhaps out of the
reach of any power of thought to reproduce, as having never
left their traces behind them for a moment.  If the memory be
capable of fo many variations and degrees of intenfity, may
there not be fome cafes with which it never connetts itfelf? If
the fucceflion of thoughts be fo inexpreflibly rapid, may they not
pafs over fome topics with fo delicate a touch, as to elude the
fupplement of confcioufnefs ?

It feems to be confcioufnefs, rather than the fucceflion of
ideas, that meafures time to the mind. ‘The fucceflion of ideas
is in all cafes exceedingly rapid, and it is by no means clear that
it can be accelerated. 'We finid it impracticable in the experi-
ment to retain any idea in our minds unvaried for any percep-
tible duration, Continual flux appears to take place in every
part of the univerfe, It is perhaps a law of our nature, that
thoughts fhall at all times fucceed to each other with equal ra-
pidity. Yet time feems to our apprehenfian to flow now with 3
precipitated and now with a tardy courfe. The indolent man
reclines for hours in the fhade ; and, though his mind be per-
petually at work, the filent lapfe of duration is unobferved.

3 But,
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But, when acute pain or unealy expectation obliges confeloufnefs
to recur with unufual force, the thne then appears infupportably
long, Indeed it is a contradi¢tion in terms to fuppofe that the
fucceflion of thoughts, where there is nothing that pereeptibly
links them together, where they touwlly cude or inftantly
vanith from the memory, can be a meafure of time to the mind.
That there is fuch a flate of mind in fome cafes afluming a per-
manent form, has been fo much the general opinion of man-
kind, that it has obtained a name, and is called reverie, It is
probable from what has been faid that thoughts of reveric, un-
derftanding by that appellation thoughts untrunfmitced o the
memory, perpetually take their turn with our more exprefs

and digefted thoughts, even in the moft a@ive feeacs of our life.

Laftly, thought may be the fource of animal motion, and yet
there may be no need of a diflinct thought producing each in-
dividual motion, This is a very important peint in the fubjeck
before us. In uttering a cry for cxample, the number of
mufcles and articulations of the body concerned in this operation
is very great ; fhall we fay that the infant has a diftin@ thought

for cach motion of thefe articulations ?

The anfiver to this qucflion will be confiderably facilitated, if

we recolle@ the manner in which the impreflions are blended,
which we receive from external objedts.  The fenfe of fecling
is diffufed over every part of my body, I ifeel the different fub-

flances
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flances that fupport me, the pen I guide, various affeions and
petty irregularities in different parts of my frame, nay, the very
air that cavirons me. But all thefe impreffions are abfolutely
fimultaneous, and [ can have only one perception atonce, Out of
thefe various impreffions, the moft powerful, or that which has
the greateft advantage to folicit my attention, overcomes and
drives out the reft; or, which not lefs frequently happens,
fome idea of affociation fuggefted by the kit preceding idea
wholly withdraws my attention from every external obje&t, It
is probable however that this perception is imperceptibly modi-
fied by the miniature imprellions that accompany it, juft as we
actually find that the very fame ideas prefented to a fick man,
take a peculiar tinge, that renders them exceedingly different
from what they are in the mind of a man in health, It has been
already fhown, that, though there is nothing lefs frequent than
the apprehending of a fimple idea, yet every idea, however
complex, offers itfelf to the mind under the conception of unity,
The blending of numerous impreflions into one perception is a
law of our nature, and the cuftomary train of our perceptions is
entirely of this denomination. Mean while it deferves to be re-
marked by the way, that, at the very time that the moft methodical
feries of perceptionsis going on in the mind, there is another fet
of perceptions, or rather many fets playing an under or in-
termediate part ; and, though thefe perpetually modify each
other, yet the mannerin which it is done isin an cminent degree
minute and unobferved.

Thete
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Thefe remarks furnith us with an anfwer to the long difjuted
queflion, whether the mind always thinks? It appears that in-
numerable impreflions are perpetually made upon our body,
and the only way, in which the flighteft of thefe is prevented
from conveying a diftin€t report to the mind, is in confequence
of its being overpowered by fome more confiderable Impreflion.
It cannot therefore be alledged, “ that, as one impreflion is found
to be overpowered by another while we wake, the firongeft only
of the fimultaneous impreflions furnifhing an idea to the mind ;
fo the whole fet of fimultaneous impreflions during flecp may
be overpowered by fome indifpofition of the fenforium, and
entirely fail of its effect,” For, firft, the cafes are altogether
different.  From the explication above given it appearcd, that
not one of the imprellions was really loft, but tended, though
in a very limited degree, to modify the predominant impreffion.
Sccondly, nothing can be more unintelligible than this indifpo-
fition, Were it of the nature which the obje@ion requires,
fleep ought to ceafe of its own accord after the expiration of a
certain term, but to be incapable of interruption from any
experiment I might make upon the fleeper. To what purpofe
call or thake him ? Shall we fay, that it requires an impreflion
of a certain magnitude to excite the fenforium ? But a clock fhall
firike in the room and not wake him, when a voice of a much
lower key produces that effe€t, 'What is the precife degtee of
magnitude neceflary ? We actually find the ineffe€iual calls that
are addrefled to us, as well as various other founds, occafionally

mixing
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mixing with our drcams, without our being aware from whence
this new perception arofe,

To apply thele obfervations,  If a number of impreflions may
come blended to the mind, fo as to make up onc thought or
perception, why may not onc thought, in cafes where the mind
alls as a caufe, produce a variety of motions ? It has already
been thown that there is no effential difference between the two
cafes, The mind is completely pallive in both. Is there any
fufficient reafon to fhow, that, though itbe poflible for one fub-
ftance confidered as the recipient of effelts to be the fubjet of a
variety of fimultancous impreffions, yet it is impoffible for one
fubftance confidered as a caufe to produce a variety of fimulta-
neous motions? If it be granted that there is not, if the mere
modification of a thought defligning a motion in chief, may
produce a fecondary motion, then it muft perhaps farther be
confeffed poflible for that modification which my firft thought
produced in my fecond, to carry on the motion, even though
the fecond thought be upon a fubject altogether different.

The confequences, which feem deducible from this theory of
mind, arce fuflicicntly memorable, By fhowing the extreme
fubtlety and {implicity of thought, it removes many of the diffi-
culties that might otherwiie reft upon its fincr and more evanef~
cent operations.  If thought, in order to be the caufe of animal
motion, need not have cither the nature of volition, or the

concomitang
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concomitant of confcioufnefs, and if a fingle thought may
become a complex caufe and produce a variety of motions, it
will then become exceedingly difficult to trace its operations, or
to difcover any circumftances in a particular inftance of animal
motion, which can fufficiently indicate that thouglt was not the
principle of its production, and by that means fuperfede the force
of the general arguments adduced in the beginning of this
chapter, Hence therefore it appears that all thofe motions
which arc obferved to exift in fubftances having perception, and
which are not to be difcovered in fubftances of any other fpecics,
may reafonably be fufpected to have thought, the diftinguifhing
peculiarity of fuch fubftances, for their caufe.

There are various claffes of motion which will fall under
this definition, befide thofe already enumerated. An example
of one of thefe claffes fuggefls itfelf in the phenomenon of walk-
ing. An attentive obferver will perceive various fymptoms cal-
culated to perfuade him, that every flep he takes during the
longeft journey is the production of thought. Walking is in
all cafes originally a voluntary motion. In a child when he
learns to walk, in a rope dancer when he begins to pradtife
that particular exercife, the diftin@ determination of mind pre-
ceding each ftep is fufliciently perceptible. It may be abfurd to
fay, that a long feries of motions can be the refult of fo many
exprefs volitions, when thefe fuppofed volitions leave no trace
in the memory, But it is not unreafonable to believe, that a

Xx fpecices
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fpecies of motion which began in exprefs defign, may, though
it ceales to be the fubject of confeious attention, owe its con-
tinuance to a continued feries of thoughts flowing in that direce
tion, and thar, if life were taken away, material impulfe would
not cury on the exercife for a moment, We a@ually find,
that, when our thoughts in a train are more than commonly
carneft, our pace flackens, and fometimes our going forward is
wholly fufpended, particularly in any lefs common fpecies of
walking, fuch as that of deleending a flight of flairs, In
afcending the cafe is fill more difficult, and accordingly we are ‘
accuftomed wholly to fufpend the regular progrefs of reflection

during that operation,

Another clafs of motions of a ftill fubtler nature, are the re-
gular motions of the animal economy, fuch as the circulation of
the blood, and the pulfation of the heart, Are thought and
perception the medium of thefe motions? We have the fame
arpument here as in the former inftances, conjunétion of event.
When thought begins, thefe motions alfo begin ; and, when it
ccafes, they are at an end.  They are therefore either the caufe
or cffe& of percipiency, or mind; but we fhall be inclined to
embrace the latter fide of this dilemma, when we recollect that
we are probably acquainted with many inftances in which
thought is the immediate caufe of motions, which fcarcely yicld
in fubtlety to thefe; but that, as to the origin of thought, we

are wholly uninformed, Add to this, that there are probably

no
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1o motions of the animal economy, which we do not find it in

tions, to haften or retard.
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It is far from certain that the phenomenon of motion can any Of mation in
general,

where exift where there is not thought, Motion may be diftri-
buted into four clafles ; the fimpler motions which refult from
what are called the cflential properties of ‘matter and the laws of
impulle ; the more complex ones which cannot be accounted
for by the affumption of thefe laws, fuch as gravitation, elafli-
city, ele@ricity and magnetifm ; and the motions of the vege-
table and -animal fyftems. Each of thefe feems farther then
that which preceded it from being able to be accounted for by

any thing we underftand of the nature of matter.

Some light may be derived from what has been liere ad-
vanced upon the phenomenon of dreams,  “In fleep we fome-
times imagine” for cxample “that we read long pailages from
books, or hear a long oration from a fpeaker. In all cafes
feenes and incidents pafs before us that in varicus ways excle
our paflions and interelt our feclings,  Is it poffible that thewe

fliould be the unconicious production of our own minds?”

It has alveady appeared, that volition is the accidental; and by
¥ ] J )

no means the neceflary concomitang, cven of thofe thoughis
which arc moft adtive and cificient in the produding of metion,
Nx2 I
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be bufied in the compofition of books which it appears to read,
than that a train of thoughts of any other kind fhould pafs
through it without a confcioufnefs of its being the author. In
fa& we perpetually annex wrong and erroneous ideas to this
phrafe, that we are the authors, Though mind be a real and
efficient caulfe, it is in no cafe a firft caufe. It is the medium
through which operations are produced. Ideas fucceed each
other in our fenforium according to certain neceffary laws,
The moft powerful impreflion, either from without or from
within, conftantly gets the better of all its competitors, and
forcibly drives out the preceding thought, till it is in the fame
irrefiftible manner driven out by its fucceffor,

CHAP.
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HYPOTHESES OF BENEVOLENCE AND SELF LOVE—SUPERIOR=-
ITY OF THE FORMER,—ACTION IS EITHER VOLUNTARY
OR INVOLUNTARY,— NATURE OF THE FIRST OF THESE
CLASSES.—ARGCUMENT THAT RESULTS FROM IT.—VO=
LUNTARY ACTION HAS A REAL EXISTENCE,—CONSEw
QUENCE OF THAT EXISTENCE,—EXPERIMENTAL VIEW
OF THE SUBJECT.—SUPPOSITIONS SUGGESTED BY THE
ADVOCATES OF SELF LOVE—THAT WE CALCULATE UPON
ALL OCCASIONS THE ADVANTAGE TO ACCRUE TO US.=
FALSENESS OF THIS SUPPOSITION,~~SUPPOSITION OF A
CONTRARY SORT,-— WE DO NOT CALCULATE WHAT
WOULD BE THE UNEASINESS TO RESULT FROM OUR RE-
FRAINING TO ACT—EITHER IN RELIEVING DISTRESS—
OR IN ADDING TO THE STOCK OF GENERAL GOOD,—
UNEASINESS AN ACCIDENTAL MEMBER OF THE PROCESS.
— THE SUPPOSITIONS INCONSISTENTLY BLENDED, —
SCHEME OF SELF LOVE RECOMMENDED FROM THE PRO-
PENSITY OF MIND TO ABBREVIATE ITS PROCESS—FROM
THE SIMPLICITY THAT OBTAINS N THE NATURES OF
THINGS. — HYPOTHESIS OF SELF LOVE INCOMPATIBLE
WITH VIRTUE.—CONCLUSION,~~IMPORTANCE OF THE
QUESTION.——APPLICATION,

HE fubjet of intelleGual mechanifm fuggefted itfelf as BOOK 1V,
the moft fuitable introduftion to an enquiry into the Lw

moral principles of human condu&t. Having firft afcertained

that



42

BODK IV,

CuIAe VL

[——

Typothefes
of leneva-
festee and
felf love,

Suneriorty
i 12‘“‘ fii;'-

met.

Asiem i
enhier vilog.
LY G i o

N INTRAS

OF THE PRINCIPLE

that thought is the real and eflicient fouree of animal motion, it
remains to be confidercd swhut is the natwre of thofe particular

thoughts in which the moral condudt of man originates,

Upon this queftion there are two opinions, By fome it is
fuppofed that the human mind is of a temper confiderably duc-
tile, fo that, as we in certain inftances evidently propofe our
own advantage for the obje& of our purluit, fo we arc capable
no lefs fincerely and directly in other inflances of defiring the
benefit of our neighbour. By others it is aflirmed, that we are
incapable of acting but from the profpect or fimulant of per-
fonal advantage, and that, when our conduét appears moft re-
trograde from this objet, the principle from which it fows is
fecretly the fame, It fhall be the bufinefs of this chapter to
prove that the former hypothefis is conformable to truth.

Itis to be prefumed from the arguments of the preceding chap-
ter, that there exift in the theory of the human mind two clufles of
action, vcluntary and involuntary. The Luft of thefe we have
minutly invefiigated. It has {ufficiently appeared that there
are certain motions of the animal fyflem, which have fenfation
or thought for their medium of produétion, and at the faume time
arife, to have recourfe to a ufual mede of expreffion, fpon-
tancoully, without forefight of or a dire@ refieCling on the vefult
which is to fellow, Dut, if we admit the exilence of this
phenomeron, there does not feem lefs realon to admit the
exiflence of the other clafs of action above emwnrated, which

6 is
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is accompanied in its operation with a forefight of its refult, POTY '
and to which that forefight ferves as the reafon and caufe of cx-

iftence,

faure of the
tof theie

Voluntary action cannot proceed from all perceptions indif- >
criminately, but only from 'perceptions of a peculiar clafs, viz.

fuch perceptions as are accompanied with the idea of fomething
as true refpedting them, fomething which may be affirmed or
denied.  One of the firft inferences therefore from the doétrine
of voluntary altion, is the exiftenice of the underflanding asa fas
culty diftin&t from fenfation, or, to fpeak more accurately, the
poflibility of employing the general capacity of perception, not
mercly as the vehicle of diftinét ideas, but as the medium of
conne@ing two or more ideas together, This particular habit,
when it has once been created, gradually extends itfelf to every
province of the mind, till at length it is impoffible for any thing
to make a clear and diftin& impreflion upon the fenforium, with-
out its being followed with fome judgment of the mind con-

cerning it.

It is thus that man becomes a moral being.  He is no farther
fo than he is capable of conncéting and comparing ideas, of
making propofitions concerning them, and of forefecing cerain

confequencesas the refult of certain motions of the animal iy ftem,

But, if the forefight of certain confequences to reflt mav be

the
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the {uflicient reafon of altion, that is, if there be fuch a thing
as volition, then every forefight of that kind has a tendency to
altion, If the perception of fomething as true, joined with
the confcioufnefs of my capacity to at upon this truth, be of it-
felf fufficient to produce motion in the animal fyftem, then every

perception fo accompanied has a tendency to motion. To apply
this to the fubjeét before us,

I perceive a certain agreeable food, I perceive in myfelf an
appetite which this food is adapted to gratify, and thefe percep-
tions are accompanied with a confcioufnels of my power to ap-
propriate this food. If no other confideration exift in my mind
beyond thofe which have juft been ftated, a certain motion of the
animal {yftem irrefiftibly follows,

Suppofe now that the perfon about whofe appetites thefe pro-
pofitions are converfant, is not myTfelf butanother, This varia
tion cannot materially alter the cafe. Still there remain all the
circumftances neceflary to generate motion. I perceive the
food, I am acquainted with the wants of the perfonin queftion,
and I am confcious of my power of adminiftering to them.
Nothing more is neceffary in order to produce a certain move-
ment of mybody. Therefore, if, as in the former cafe, no
other confideration exift in my mind, a certain motion of the
animal fyftem irrefiftibly follows. Thercfore, if ten thoufand
other confiderations exift, yct there was in this, feparately con-

fidered,
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inevitably produce motion, muft, however accompanied, retain

its internal charaer,

Let us however fuppofe, which feems the only confiftent
mode of fupporting the doSirine of felf love, * that there is no
fuch thing pracically confidered as volition, that man never
ats from a forefight of confequences, but always continues to
a&, as we have proved him to aét at firft, from the mere im-
pulfe of pain, and precifely in the manner to which that im-
pulfe prompts him, without the rational faculty having any ten«
dency to prolong, to check or to regulate his altions.” What
an incredible picture docs this exhibit to us of the human mind?
We form to ourfelves, for this cannot be difputed, opinions, we
meafure the tendency of means to the promotion of ends, we
compare the value of different objetts, and we imagine our
condu&t to be influenced by the judgments we are induced to
make. We perceive the preferablenefs of one thing to another,
we defire, we chufe; all this cannot be denied. But all this
is a vain apparatus; and the whole fyftem of our conduct pro-
ceeds, uninfluenced by our apprchenfion of the relative value
of objects, and our forcfight of confequences favourable or

adverfe.

There is no other alternative. Once admit the underftanding
to an cfficient fhare in the bufinefs, and there is no reafon that
Yy ¢an
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can poflibly be affigned, why every topic, which is the objett
of human underftanding, thould not have its portion of effiv
ciency. Once admit that we ad upon the apprehenfion of
fomething that may be affirmed or denied refpecting an idea, and
we fhall be compelled to acknowledge that every propofition
including in it the notion of preferablenefs or the contrary, of
better or worfe, will, fo far as it falls within the compafs of
our power real or fuppofed to effedt, afford a motive inducing,
though with different degrees of energy, to animal motion.
But this is directly contrary to the theory of felf love. They
who maintain that felf love is the only fpring of action, fay in
effedt, not only that no action is difinterefted, but that no dif-
interefted confideration. contributes in any degree as an induce~
ment to aCtion. ¥ I relieve the virtuous diftrefs of the beft -
of men, I am influenced according to them by no particle of
love for the individual or compaffion for his diftrefs, but ex-
elufively by the defire of procuring gratification to myfelf,

Let us confider this cafe a little more clofely. If I perceive
sither that my profperity or exiftence muft be facrificed to
thofe of twenty men as good as mylelf, or theirs to mine,
furely this affords fome fmall inducement to adopt the former
part of the alternative. It may not be fuccefsful, but does it
excite no wifh however flecting, no regret however ineffectual 2
The decifion of the queftion is in reality an affair of arithmetic ;

is there no human being that was ever competent to underftand
it?
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it? The value of a man is his ufefulnefs; has no man ever be-
lieved that another’s capacity for ufefulnefs was equal to his own?
I am as 4o, confequently the others are as 800 ; if the 40 were
not mylelf, I fhould perceive that it was lefs than oo is it pofe
{ible I fhould not perceive it, when the cafe becomes my own ?

But the advocates for the fyftem of felf love generally admit,
¢ that it is poffible for a man to fucrifice his own cxiftence ia
order to preferve that of twenty others;” but they affirm,
“ that in fo doing he acts from perfonalintereft.  He perceives
that it is better for him to die with the confeioufnefs of an he«
roic adtion, than live with the remorfe of having declined it.”
That i3, here is an a@ion attended with various recommenda«
tions, the advantage to arife to twenty men, their tranquillity
and happinefs through a long period of remaining cxiftence, the
benefits they will not fail to confer on thoufands of their contems
porarics, and through them on millions of pofterity, and laftly his
own cfcape from remorfe and momentary exultation in the per-
formance of an a& of virtue, From all thefe motives he feleQts
the Iaft, the former he whoily difregards, and adopts a condu&
of the higheft gencrofity from no view but to his own advantage.
Abftradtedly and impartially corfidered, and putting felf as fuch
out of the queltion, this s its leaft recommendation, and he is

ablolutely and unlimitedly callous to all the redl,
7 y

Confidering then the {yflem of difinterefednefs as fufficiently

Yy cltablithed
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cltablithed in theory, let us compare it with the leffons of ex-
pericnce.  There are two different hypothefes by which this
theory is oppofed ; the one affirming “ that in every thing we
do, we employ, previoudly to the choice of the mind, a calculation
by which we determine how far the thing to be done will con-
duce to our own advantage;” the other alcribing our ations
“ to the fame blind and unintelligent principle, by which, when a
child cries, he frequently utters a found unexpected by himfelf}
but which inevitably refults from a certain connexion of an ors
ganized bedy with an irritated mind.”

How far does experience agree with the firt of thefe hys
pothefes ? Surely nothing can be more contrary to any thing we
are able to obferve of ourfelves, than to imagine, that in every
adt, of pity fuppefe, we eftimate the quantity of benefit to arife
to ourfelves, before we yicld to the emotion. It might be faid
indeed, that the mind is very fubtle in its operations, and that, a
certain train of reafoning having been rendered familiar to us,
we pais it over in our refleGtions with a rapidity that leaves no
trace in the memory. But this, theugh true, will contribute
little to relieve the fyflem we are cenfidering, fince it unfortu-
nately happens that our firft emotions. of pity are leaft capable of
being accounted for in this way.

To underftand this let us begin with the cafe of an infant,
Before he can feel fympathy, he muft have been led by a
ferics
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feries of obfervations to perceive that his nurfe for example, is
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2. being poffefled of confcioufnefs, and fufceptible like himfelf ‘“———-’

of the impreflions of pleafure and pain. Having fupplied him
with this previous knowledge, let us fuppofe his nurfe to fall
from a flight of flairs and break her leg. He will probably feel
fome concern for- the accident; he will underftand the meaning
of her cries, fimilar to thofe he has been accuflomed to utter
in diftrefs ; and he will difcover fome wifh to relieve her,
Pityis perhaps firft introduced by a mechanical impreflion upon
the organs, . in confequence of which the cries uttered by
another prompt the .child without dircét defign to. utter cries.
of his own. Thele are at firft unaccompanied with compaffion,
but they naturally induce the mind of the infant to yield atten-
tion to the appearance which thus imprefled him. .

In -the relief he wifhes to communicate is'he prompted by
refleting on the pleafures of generofity ? This is by the fuppo-
fition the firft benevolent emotion he has experienced, and pre-
vioufly to experience it is impoflible he fhould forcfee the plca-
fures of benevolence, Shall we fuppofe that he is influenced
by other felfifh confiderations? He confidess, that, if his
nurfe die, he will be in danger of perithing; and that, if
fhe be lame, he will be deprived of his airings. Is it pols
fible that any man fhould believe, that, in the inftantancous
impulfc of fympathy, the child is guided by thefe remote con-
fiderations ? Indeed it was unnecelfary to have inftanced in an

adtion apparently benevolent, fince it is equally clear that our
moft
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moft familiar adlions are inconfiftent with this explanation,
We do not fo much as eat and drink, from the recolle€tion that
thefe functions are neceflary to our fupport,

The fecond of the two hypothefes enumerated, is diametzically
the reverle of the firlt,  As the former reprefented all human
adtions as proceeding from a very remote deducion of the in-
tellect, the latter confiders the whole as merely phyfical. In
its literal fenfe, as has already been feen, nothing can be more
incompatible with expericnce. Its advocates therefore are obliged
to modify their original affumption, and to fay, not that we a&
merely from fenfation, but that fenfation affords the bafis for
refleCtion; and that, though we be capable of condu@ing our-
felves by fvftem' and forefight, yet the only topic to which we
can apply that forefight is the removal of pain,  In reality all
that which is regularly adapted to the accomplifhment of a certain
purpofe, muft be admitted to flow from the di@ates of refleCtion,
The tcar ftarts, the cry is uttered at the prompting of fenfation
only, but we cannot lift a finger to relicve except as we are com-

manded by the underflanding,

Here then we are prefented with the commencement of a new
{erics.  If uncaflinefs be fill the fource of the phcnomena, at
leaft it is now undcra different form. Before, a certain emotion
was produced, refpedting which no intention was extant in the
mind.  Now an adtion or a feries of aQlions is adopted with a
certain view and lcading to a certain end.  This end is faid to

2 be
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be the removal of uneafinefs, Whether it be or no is a queftion
which recolle@tion in many cafes is competent to enable us to
decide. If we frequently deceive ourfelves as to the motive by
which we are prompted to a&, this is chicfly owing to vanity,
a dcfire of imputing to ourfelves, or being underftood by the
world to a& from a principle more elevated than that which
truly belongs to us.  But this idea is feaft prevalent with chil-
dren and favages, and of confequence they ought to be moft
completely aware that the project they have conceived is that of
removing uneafinefs, It feems to be an uncommon refinement
in ablurdity to fay, that the end we really purflue is one to
which we are in no inftance confcious ; that our aétion is wholly
derived from an unperceived influence, and the view extant in
the underftanding altogether impotent and unconcerned.

In the cafe we have juft examined uncafinefs is the firft ftep
in the procefs; in others which might be flated uncafinefs is
not the firlt ftep. “In the purfuit” fuppofe * of a chemical
procefs I accidentally difcover a circumftance, which may be of
great benefit to mankind, I inftantly quit the object I was ori-
ginally purfuing, profecute this difcovery, and communicate it
to the world.” In the former procceding a fenfation of pain

was the initiative, and put my intelleGtual powers into ation.

In the prefent cafe the perception of truth is the original mover,

Whatever uneafinefs may be fuppofed to exift, rendering me
anxious for the publication of this benefit, is the confequence of
the
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BOOK 1V. the perception. The uneafinefs would never have exifted if the
~~—"perception had not gone before it.

;L;nc‘:m:f:w - ‘But it has been faid, * that, though the perception of truth in
&nggrc:ffs‘ this cafe goes firft, the pain was not lefs indifpenfible in the
procefs, fince, without that, action would never have followed,
Action is the child of dcfire, and a cold and uniaterefting deci-
fion of the underflanding would for ever have laid dormant in
the mind.” Granting that pain in a certain modified degree is a
conflant ftep in the procefs, it may neverthelefs be denied that
it is in the ftricteft fenfe of the word indifpenfible, 'To perceive

that I ought to publith a certain difcovery, is to perceive that
publifhing is preferable to not publithing it. But to perceive a
preference is to prefer, and to prefer is to choofe, The procefs
is in this cale complete, and pain, in the fenfe in which it comes
~in at all, is merely an accident. Why do I feel pain in the
neglect of an act of benevolence, but becaufc benevolence is
judged by me to be a condu@ which it becomes me to adopt ?
Docs the underftanding wait to enquire what advantage will re.
fult from the propolfitions, that two and two make four, or that
fuch and fuch caufes will contribute to the happinefs of my
neighbour, before it is capable of perceiving them to be true ?

The fame principle which is applied here, is not lefs applica-
ble to fame, wealth and power, in a word to all thofe purfuits
which engage the reflecting and fpeculative part of the civilifed

world,
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world, None of thefe obje€ts would cver have been putfued,

if the decifions of the intelle&t had not gone firft, and informed
us that they were worthy to be purfued,

Neither of the two hypothefes we have been examining would
perhaps have been reckoned fo much as plaufible in themfelves,
if they had not been blended together by the inadvertence of their
fupporters. The advocates of felf love have been aware, that
the mere fenfitive impulfe of pain would account for a very
fmall part of the hiftory of man ; and they have therefore infen-
fibly flided from the confideration of uneafinefs to be removed,
to that of intereft to be promoted. They have confounded the
two cafes of fenfation and refletion ; and, taking it for granted
in the latter that private gratification was the objett univerfally
purfued, have concluded that they were accounting for all human
a&tions from one principle. In reality no two principles can be
more diftin&, than the impulfe of uneafinefs, which has very
improperly been denominated the love of ourfelves, and that de-
liberate felf love, by which of fet defign we purfue our own ad-
vantage. One circumftance only they have in common, that of
reprefenting us as incapable of underftanding any propofition,
till we have in fome way or other connefted it with perfonal in-
tereft. 'This is certainly a juft reprefentation of their confe-
quences ; fince, if I were capable of underftanding the naked
propofition, that my neighbour ftood in necd, of a candle for

Zz inftance
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inftahce to be removed from one end of a room to the other,
this would be a reafon of adtion, a motive, ecithet ftrong or weak,
cither predominant or the contrary, But, if this confideration
entered for any thiny into the ground of my proceeding, the
whole would not be refolvable into felf love.

An hypothefis, which has been thought to have fome ten-
dency to relicve the difficulties of the fyftem of felf love, is that
“ of the mind’s realoning out for itfelf certain general principles,
which arc a fort of refting-places in the procefs, to which it
afterwards recurs, and upon which it als, without being at the
trouble in each inftance of application, of repeating the reafons.
upon which the general principle was founded. Thus in geo-
metry, as we proceed to the higher branches, we perpetually
refer to the earlicr propofitions as eftablithed and certain, with.
out having at the time in our minds perhaps the fmalleft recols
leGtion of the way in which thofe ecarly propofitions were
demontftrated.”  But this reprefentation, though true, has very
little tendency to decide in the fubjet before us, It 1s Rill true,
that, if I be capable of underftanding a propofition as it relates.
to the intereft of my ncighbour, any reafoning about the pro-
pofition by which it is indirectly connected with my own
intereft, is unneceflary to put me into a flatc of action. It is.
ftill ‘true, that my action has a dire& and an indiret tendency ;

and, till it can be fhown that there is fomething in the nature of
. mind
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mind th:t unfits it for entertaining the dire® purpofe, an un-
prejudiced enquirer will be very litde difpofed univerfully to

have recourfe to that which is indire&.

The hyyothelis of felf love feems to have been originally in-
veuted from a love of “that fimplicity, which appears to be the
ultimate term in all grand difcoveries relative to the fvftem of
the univerfe.”  But fimplicity, though weli deferving our appro-
bation, can fearcely of itfelf be a fuflicient fupport for any
opinion. The fimplicity however in this cafe is more apparent
than real. Not to repeat what has been faid relative to the
coalition of two hypothefes very incongruous in their own nature,
there is little genuine fimplicity in a fcheme, that reprefents us
as perpetually alting from a motive which we leaft fulpedted,
and fecks by a circuitous and intricate method for a recommen-
dation of little intrinfic value, rejecting in all cafes the great and
obvious reafon which the firft view of the fubje@ fuggefled.
True fimplicity is altogether on the fide of the oppofite fyftem,
which reprefents man as capable of being governed by the
nature of the thing, and of adting frem the motive which he
fuppofes to influence him ; which requires nothing but percep-
tion to account for all the phenomena of mind, and, when a
reafon cxciting to a@ion is apprchended, docs not Teek for an
additional principle to open a communication between the judg-
ment and the choice. '

Zz2 There
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There is one obfervation more, which, though it be not fo
conclufive as fome of thofe which have been mentioned, ought
not to be omitted. If felf love be the only principle of action,
there can be no fuch thing as virtue, Virtue is a principle in
the mind, by which we are enabled to form a true eftimate of
the pretenfions of different reafons inviting us to preference,
He, that makes a falfe eftimate, and prefers a trivial and partial
good to an important and comprehenfive one, is vicious, It is
in the difpofition and view of the mind, and not in the good
which may accidentally and unintentionally refult, that virtue

“confifts.  Judas's a& in betraying Chrift, according to the

Chriftian fyftem, may be regarded as a real and effential caufe
conducing to the falvation of mankind. Yet Judas's a®t was
not virtuous, but vicious, He thought only of the forty pieces
of filver, the price of ‘his treachery, and negleted every confi-
deration of public utility and juftice, Juft fo in the cafe ftated
carly in the prefent chapter, the public benefador, abfolutely and
firiCtly fpeaking, prefers forty to eight hundred or eight hundred
millions. So far as relates to the real merits of the cafe, his
own advantage or pleafure is a very infignificant confideration,
and the benefit to be produced, fuppofe to a world, is ineftima-
ble. Yet he falfely and unjuftly prefers the firft, and regards
the latter, abftractedly confidered, as nothing, If there be fuch a
thing as juflice, if I have a real and abfolute value, upon which
truth can decide, and which can be compared with what is
greater or lefs, then, according to this fyflem, the beft action that

5 ever
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ever was petformed, may, for any thing we know, have been the
action in the whole world of the moft exquifite and deliberate
injuftice. Nay, it could not have been otherwife, fince it pro-
duced the greateft good, and therefore was the individual in-
ftance in which the greateft good was moft dire&ly poftponed
to perfonal gratification,

Nor will this objection be much relieved by the fyftem
already alluded to of refting-places, enabling a man in a certain
degree to forget the narrow and felfifh principles in which his con-
du originated. It can fearcely be queftioncd, that the motives
which induced 2 man to adopt his fyftem of condut, and with-
out which he never would have adopted it, are of more import-
ance, than the thoughtleflnefs and inattention by which they are
forgotten, in deciding upon the morality of his charaCter.

From this train of reafoning the refult is, that men are capa-
ble of underftanding the beauty of virtue, and the claims of
other men upon their benevolence; and, underftanding them,
that thefe views, as well as every other perception of the in-
telle®, are of the nature of motives, fometimes overpowered
by other confiderations, and fometimes overpowering them, but
always in their own nature capable of exciting to action, when
not counteracted by pleas of a different fort, Men are capable
no doubt of preferring an inferior intereft of their own to
a fuperior intereft of other people ; but to this preference it is

perhaps
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perhaps neceluy, that they fhould imagine the benelit ¢o
themfelves to be great and the injury to otliers comparatively
fmall, or dlfe that they fhould have cmbracad the perniciuns
opinion that the general good is beft ferved by each man's

applying himflf exclufively to his perfonal advantage.

There is no dod@rine in which the gencreus and elevated
mind refts with more fatisfaction, than in that of which we ave
treating. If it be falfe, it is no doubt incumbent upon us to
make the beft of the fmall remnnant of good that remains,  But
it is a heartlefs profpect for the moralift, who, when he has
done all, has no hope to perfuade mankind to onc atom of real
affection towards any one individual of their fpecies.  We may
be made indeed the inftruments of good, but in a way lefs
honcurable, than that in which a frame of wood or a theet of
paper may be made the inftrument of good. The wood or the
paper arc at leaft ncutral.  But we are drawn into the fervice
with affeCtions of a diametrically oppofite dirc@ion, When we do
the moft benevolent a&ion, it is with a view only to our own
advantage, and with the moft fovercign and unreferved negledt of
that of others, We are inftruments of gocd, jult in the fame
manner as bad men are faid to be the inftruments of providence,
even when their inclinations are moft refrattory to its decrces.
In this fenfe we may admire the {yRtem of the univerfe, where
public utility refults from each man’s contempt of that wtility, and
where the moft beneficial adtions of thofe, whom we have been

accuflomed
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accuftomed to term the beft mien, are only inftances in which
juftice and the real merits of the cafe are moft flagramly violated,
But we can think with little complacence of the individuals of
whom this univerfe is compofed. It is no wonder that philo-
fophers, whofe fyftem has taught them to look upon their fellow
men as thus perverfe and unjuft, have been frequently cold,
phlegmatic and unanimated. It is no wonder that Rouffeau,
the moft benevolent of all thefe philofophers, and who moft
cfcaped the general contagion, has been diiven to place the per-
fection of all virtue in doing no injury®  Neitler philofophy
nor morality nor politics will cver thow like themfclves, till man
fhall be acknowledged for what he really is, a being capable of
juftice, virtue and bencvolence, and who needs not always to be
led to a philanthropical condu&t by forcign and frivolous con-

fiderations.

The fyftem of difinterefted benevolence proves to us, that it
is poffible to be virtuous, and not merecly to talk of virtuc; that
all which has been faid by philofophers and moralifls refpecling
impartial juftice is not an unmeuning rant ; and that, when we call
upon mankind to diveft themfelves of fulfith and perfonal con.
fiderations, we call upon them for fomcthing which they are
able to praQtife.  An idea like this reconciles us to our fpecies ;

teaches us to regurd with enlightened admiration the men who

* € Lo plus futlime vertue o} wégative s elle nous inflyuit de ne jamais faire du mal
@ perfonne”  Esavrs Liv. 1L
3 have
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have appeared to lofe the fecling of their perfonal exiftenice in
the purfuit of general advantage ; and gives us reafon to expect,
that, as men colleively advance in fcience and ufeful inftituw
tion, they will proceed more and more to confolidate their pri-
vate judgment and their individual will with abfira& juftice and
the unmixed approbation of general happinefs,

What are the inferences that ought to be made from this
dottrine with refpect to political inftitution ! Certainly not that
the intereft of the individual onght to be made incompatible with
the part he is expefted to take in the intereft of the whole.
This is neither defirable, nor even poffible. But that focial in-
flitution needs not defpair of feeing men influenced by other
and better motives, 'The legiflator is bound to recolledt
that the true perfetion of mind confifts in difintereftednefs,
He fhould regard it as the ultimate obje&t of his exertions, to
induce men to eftimate themfelves at their true value, and
neither to grant to themfelves nor claim from others a higher
confideration than they juftly deferve. Above all he fhould
be careful not to add to the vigour of the felfith paffions. He
thould gradually wean men from contemplating their own bene-
fit in all that they do, and induce them to view with come
Placency the advantage that is to refult to others,

The laft perfection of this feeling confifts in that flate of mind
which bids us rejoice as fully in the good that is done by others,

as
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as if it were done by ourfelves.  The truly wife man will
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be atuated ncither by intereft nor ambition, the love of ‘ewe~——’

honour nor the love of fame, He has no emulation. He is
not made unealy by a comparifon of his own attainments wich
thole of others, but by a comparifon with the fandard of righe,
He has a duty indeed obliging him to feck the good of the
whole ; but that good is his only di)jeét. If that good be
effeCted by another hand, he fecls no difappointment,  All men
are his fellow labourers, but he is the rival of no man. Like
Pedaretus in ancient ftory, he exclaims ; # I alfo have endeavoured
to deferve 3 but there are three hundred citizens in Sparta better

than myfelf, and I rcjoice.”

L R TR TN

1A CHAT



T 362 ]

CHAP IX

OF THE TENDENCY OF VIRTUE,

1T IS THE ROAD TO HAPPINESS—T10 THE ESTEEM AND
APFECTION OF OTHERS.— OBJECTION FROM MISCON-
STRUCTION AND CALUMNY,—ANSWER.,— VIRTUE COM~
PARED WITH OTHER MODES OF PROCURING ESTEEM.—
VICE AND NOT VIRTUE 1§ THE SUBJECT OF OBLOQUY—
INSTANCED IN THE BASE ALLOY WITH WHICH OUR VIR~
TUES ARE MIXED~—IN ARROGANCE AND OSTENTATION
=<IN TFTUE VICES IN WHICH PERSONS OF MORAL EXCEL-
LENCE ALLOW THEMSELVES.—THE VIRTUOUS MAN ONLY
HAS FR{ENDS,~~VIRTUE THE ROAD TO PROSPERITY AND
SUCCESS IN THE WORLD— APPLIED TO COMMERCIAL
TRANSACTIONS—TO CASES THAT DEPEND UPON PA-
TRONAGE,~— APPARENT EXCEPTIONS WHERE THE DE-
PENDENT IS EMPLOYED AS THE INSTRUMENT OF VICE.
—VIRTUE COMPARED WITH OTHER MODES OF BECOM=-
ING PROSPERQUS,—SOURCE OF THE DISREPUTE OF VIR~
TUE IN THIS RESPECT,~—~ CONCESSION.— CASE WHERE
CONVENIENT VICE BIDS FAIR FOR CONCEALMENT,—
CHANCE OF DETECTION, — INDOLENCE — APPREHEN-
SIVENESS—AND DEPRAVITY THE OFFSPRING OF VICE,

ggczlg ILY( AVING endcavoured to cftablith the theory of virtue
O upon its true principle, and to fhew that fclf intereft is

neither its bafis in juftice and truth, nor by any means necefTary

to
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to incite us to the pruice, it may not be improper to confider
in what degree public intercft is coincident with private, und by
that means at once to remove one of the enticemeats anid apo-
logies of vice, and afford an additional encouragement and dirce-
tion to the true politician,

In the ficft place then, there appears to be fufficient realon
to believe, that the pradtice of virtue is the true road to individual
happinefs, Many of the reafons which might be adduced in
this place have been anticipated in the chapter of the Cultivation
of Truth, Virtue is a fource of haprinefs that does not pall in
the enjoyment, and of which no man can deprive us®.  The
effence of virtue confifts in the fecing cvery thing in its true
light, and eftimating every thing at its intrinfic value,  No man
therefore, fo far as he is virtuous, car be in danger to become
a prey to forrow and difcontent. He will habituate himfIf,
refpeting every fpecies of conduct and temper, to look at its
abfolute utility, and to tolerate none from which beaefit cannot
arife either to himfulf or others.  Nor will this be fo ciilicult a
tafk as it is commonly imaginced.  The suan, whe i accuftomed
upon every occafion to confult his reafon, wiil ipeedily find a
habit of this nature growing upon Lim, dll the juft and difpai-
fionate value of every incident that hefals bim will come at length

fpontaneonﬂy to fuggeltitlcl.  Thole evils which prejudice has
* ChIV. p, 233,
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taughi fo great a part of mankind to regard with horror, will ap-
pear to his underflanding difarined of their terrors. Poverty,
obloquy and difgrace will be judged by him to be very trivial
mislortunes,  Few conditions can be fo deftitute as to deprive
us of the means of obtaining for ourlelves a fubliftence.  The
reafonable mind perceives at once the poffibility of this and the
beft method of executing it ; and it needs no great firetch of un-
derflanding to decide, that real happinefs does not confift in lux.
urious accommodations, With refped to obloquy and difgrace,
the wife man may lament the tendency they poflefs to narrow
the fphere of his ufefulnefs ; but he will readily perccive, that,
feparately from this confideration, they are no evils, My real
value depends upon the qualities that are properly my own, and
cannot be diminithed by the flander and contempt of the whole
world. Even bodily pain lofes much of its fting, when it is
encountered by a chearful, a compofed, and a determined fpirit.
To all thefe negative advantages of virtue, we may add the po«
fitive fatisfaction of a mind confcious of retitude, rejoicing in
the good of the whole, and perpetually exerted for the promo-
tion of that good.

There are indeed fome extreme cafes of the election of a vir-
tuous condud, refpcéting which it is difficult to pronounce.
Was it Regulus’s intereft to return to Carthage to a tormenting
death, rather than fave his life by perfuading the Roman fenate
to an exchange of prifoners 2 Probably it was. Probably, with

' the
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the exquifite feeling of duty with wiich Regulus was animated,

WCR IV,
CrinduiX,

& life that was to be perpetually haunted with the recolletion of ———ve—’

his having omitted the nobleft opporturity of public fervice, was
not worth his purchafe, Ilis reafoniug, o far as welated to
perfonal intercft, might be like that of Cato in the play:

3

¢ A day, an hour, of virtuous tberty
Is worth & whole cternity in bondage *.”

Secondly, virtue not only lcads to the happinefs of him who
practifes it, but to the efteem and affettion of others. Nothing
can be more indifputable, than that the dire& road to the eftcem
of mankind, is by doing things worthy of their efteem. The
moft artful fcheme for paffing things upon others for fomewhat
different from what they really are, is in momentary danger of
detetion ; and it would be an egregious miftake to fuppofe, that
men cftcem any thing but what comes to them under the ap-

* The firlt of the three heads dicufled in this chapter is inferted chiclly for
the fake of method, few perfons Laving really doubted that virtue is the moft
genuine fource of individuul tranquiilivy und happinefs. It is therefore difmified
with all practicable brevity. ‘The two remaining heads had a fronger chim to
difcuffion. It unfortunately happens to be the generally reecived opinion, that
rigid virtue is neither the furclt road to eilar mew’s approbarion and efteem,
nor the moft probable meens of fvenring ouy external profperity. I the author
had known of any work at prefent exidting, that had appearcd to him to place
this fubject in any degree in its true light, he would have omitted the reafon-

ings of this chapter,
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pearance of virtue, No man ever exifted of a tafte fo depraved
as to fecl real approbation of another, for the artfulnefs of his

flattery, or the cunning with which he over-reached his neigh-
bours.

There is indeed onc difadvantage that occurs under this head,
confifting in this circumftance, * that no. man truly admires
what he does not underftand. Now, in order thoroughly to
comprehend the value of any mental effort, whether of a purely
intelleCtual or moral nature, it is perhaps neceffary that the ge-
nius or virtue of the fpeCtator fhould be equal to that of him
by whom it is made, Itis an incvitable law of our nature, that
we fhould in a great meafure judge of others by ourfelves, and
form our ftandard of human nature by an inveftigation of our
own minds. That, refpeCing which we feel a clear and diftin&
conviCtion that we are ourfelves incapable, we are prone to
fufpett to be mere fhow and deception in others. We are
the more inclined to this, becaufe we feel their virtuesto be a .
reproach to our indolence, and therefore are little difpofed to
make a liberal eftimate of them.”

But, though there be fome truth in thefe obfervations, they
have frequently been made much too indifcriminate, by the mi-
fanthropy and impatience of thofe, who have conceived their -
eftimation with their neighbours or the world to fall greatly
fhort of their merit, It muft be admitted that mankind are

reluétant
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reluctant to acknowledge a wifdom or a virtue fuperior to their
own ; but this refuCtance is by no means invincible, It is abfurd
to fuppofethat no man believes himfelf the inferior of his neigh-
bour, or thet, “vhen he reads the plays of Shakefpeare, the phi-
lofophy of Kouffeau, or the actions of Cato, he fays, % I am as
fkilful, as wife, or as virtuous as this man.” Yt would be fill
more abfurd to fuppofe that men may not in a confiderable degree
perceive the beauty of paffages they could never have written,
and altions they would never have perfored,

It is true that men of high moral excellence are feldom efti-
mated at their true value, efpecially by their contemporarics.
But the queftion does not relate to this point, but to that other,
whether they be not eftcemed more than perfons of any other
defeription, and of confequence whether virtue be not the beft
road to efteem ! Now, let a fpecious appearance be maintained
with cver fo much uniformity of fuccefs, it is perpetually in
danger of detection, It will always want fomething of anima«
tion, of confiftency and firmnefs that true virtue would produce.
The imitation will never come up to the life, That temporifing
and compliance, which are careful not to contradit too much
the prejudices of mankind, and in which the principal advantage
of a merely exterior virtue confifts, will always bear fomething
fufpicious about them.  Men do not love him who is perpetually
courting their applaufe,  They do not give with a liberal fpirie
what is fought with too unwuaried an afliduitv. But their praife

.
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is involuntarily extorted, by him who is not fo anxious to ob«

tain fuccels, as to deferve it

If men of virtue be frequently miflinterpreted or mifunder-
ftood, this is in a great degree to be aferibed to the imperfetion
of their virtue and the crrors of their conduét. True virtue
fhould hold no commerce with art. We ought not to be {o de-

firous to exhibit our virtue to advantage, as to give it free fcope

and fuffer it to exhibit itfelf.  Art is nearly allied to felfifh~

nels; and true virtue has alrcady been fhown to be perfectly
difinterefted. The mind fhould be fixed only on the object
purfued, and not upon the gracefulnefs or gallantry of the

purfuit.  We thould be upon ali occafions perfectly ingenuous,.

exprefling with- fimplicity the fentiments of our heart, and
fpeaking of ourfelves, when that may be neceffary, neither with
oftentation and arrogance on the one hand, nor with the frequently
applauded lics of a cowardlike humility on the other.  There is
a charm in fincerity that nothing can refift.  If once a man
could be perfeétly frank, open and firm in all his words and
actions, it would be impoffible for that man to be mif
interpreted.

Another fruitful fource of mifreprefentation has appeared to
be envy, But, if we be regarded with envy, it may be
fufpected to be in a great mealure our own fault.  He will
always be ¢nvied moft, who is moft arrogant, and whofe mind

! mofl
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moft frequently recurs to his own attainments and the inferiority
of others,  Our virtues would feldom be contemplated with an
uncafy fenle of reproach, if they were perfedly unafluming.
Auny degree of oftentation in their Iefs corrupted neighbour, as
it bumbles the vanity of mankind, muft be expected to excite
in them a defire of rctaliation,  But he whofe virtues fow from
philanthropy alone, whofe heart expands with benevolence and
good will, and who has no defire to make his fuperiority felt,

will at all times have many friends and few cnemics,

Virtue has alfo frequently been fubjet to mifreprefentation
from a farther circumftance which is moft properly chargeable
upon the fufferers, and that is, the inequality of their allions.
1t is no wonder, if we firft roufe the angry paflions of mankind
by our arrogance, and then render our motives fufpected by a
certain mixturc of art in the exhibition of our charaders, that
the follics and vices we commit, if they be of a glaring kind,
fhould too often furnith a triumphant argument to fupport
againft us the aceufation of hypocrify and deceit, It unfortunates
Iy happens, that, when men of an ardent fpiric fall into error,
their errors are incvitably confpicuous, It happens, that men,
who have dedicated the flower of their firength to laudable pur-
pofes, too often think they have a right to indulge in relax-
ations unworthy of the energy of theircharacters,  They would
furcly avoid this fatal miftake, if they duly refle@ed, that it is
not their individual charatter only that is at flake, but that they
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DOOK IV are injuring the caufe of juftice and general good. Prudential
‘== and timid virtues, unalloyed with impradent and thoughtlefs
vices, are beft underftood by the vulgar.  Their reign indeed is
fhort; they triumph only for a day : but that‘they are tranfitory
is of little avail, while thofe who are moft worthy of lafting
cfteem, wantonly barter it for gratifications, contemptible in

themfelves, and fatally important in their cffects,

The virtuois Pyt to return to the comparifon between the efteem and
man only has

friendl. affeGion that accrue from virtue, and from any other plan of

condué. The produce in the latter cafe muft always be in
a confiderable degree barren, and of very fhort duration.
Whether the good name acquired by virtue be more or lefs,
virtue will appear in the end to be the only mode for its acqui-
fition. He who merits the efteem of his neighbours and fcllow
citizens, will at leaft be underftood by a few. Inftances might
be adduced in which perfons inftigated by the pureft motives
have been eminently unpopular. But there is perhaps no in-
ftance in which fuch men have not had a few friends of tried
and zealous attachment, There is no friendihip but .nis. No
man was ever attached to an individual but for the good quali
ties he aferibed to him; and the degree of attachment will
always bear fome proportion to the emineace of the qualities.
Who would cver have redeemed the life of a knave at the ex-
pence of his own 2 And how many inftances do there occur of
fuch heroic friendfhip where the character was truly illuftrious ?

In
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In the third place, virtue will probably be found the fecureft
road to outward profperity and fuccelfs in the world, according
to the old maxim, “that honefty is the beft policy.” Itis
indeed natural to fuppofe that a good name fhould eminently
contribute to our fuccefs. This is evident even in the humbleft
walks of life. That tradefman, other things equal, will always
be moft profperous, who is moft fair and equitable in his
dealings, Which is moft likely to fucceed, he who never gives
expetations that he cannot fulfil, or who is perpetually dif-
appointing his cuftomers ? he who is contented with a reafon-
able profit, or who is ever upon the watch to outwit thofe with
whom he deals? he who puts one conftant price upon his come
modities, or who takes whatever he can get, favouring a fuf-
picious cuftomer unreafonably, and extorting with mercilefs
avarice from an eafly one? in a word, he who wifhes to keep
the perfons with whom he is concerned in prefent good humour,
or who would give them permanent fatisfadion ?

There is no doubt, that, though the former may obtain by
his artifices a momentary fuccefs, the latter will in the fequel be
gencrally preferred.  Men arc not fo blinc to their cwn intercft
as they have fometimes been reprefented, and they will foon fecl
the advantage of dealing with the perfon upon whom they can
depend.  'We do not love to be perpetually upon our guard
againft an enemy, and for ever prying into the tricks and fub-
terfuges of a depraved heart,
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But what thall we fay to thofe cafes in which advancemrent
depends upon patronagc? There are two circumftances under
this head which feem to form an exception to the rule above
delivered.  The firlt is that of a patron, whofe vicious and
imperfet charadter renders the co-operation cf vicious men
neceffury to his purfuits, whom therefore he will be contented
to reward, even while he defpifes. The fecond is that of an
office, and it is to be {eared fuch offices exift, which may
require a compliant and corrupt character in the perfon who s
to fill it, and for the obtsining of which vice of a certain

lort is a neceflary recommendation.

It muft no doubt be admitted” as to this fubject in general,,
that, {o far as relates to fuccefs in the world, vicious men will
often prove fortunates But it may reafonably be queftioned,
whether vice be in the firlt inflance the moft likely soad to fore
tune. The candidates for this equivocal fpecies of preferment
may be mumnerous. An individual cannot diftinguifh himfelf in
the crowd but by a portion of ability, which it may well be
fuppofed would not have been unfucccfsful in the career of
virtue. After all, not every candidate, not even every fkilful
candidate, will be victorious., There is always.a ftruggle in the
breaft of the patron between contempt and a corrupt motive ;

and, where there is fruggle, the decifion will fometimes be on

" thz fide which the client leaft defirves. Even when fortune

feems to have overtaken him, his. fituation is ftill precarious,
His fuccefs is founded upon a local and mutable bafis; his

3 patron
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patron may defert him, may be deprived of his power or his
life ; and the client, who, after having facrificed every principle
to his hopes of advantage, mifles his aim, or is cut fhort in his
«€areer, is in all cafes a fubje@ of derifion, A bad eminence is
always unftable; and, if we could fumn up the numbers of thofe
who have facrificed their virtue to their ambition, we fhould
probably find that a great majority of them had cgregioufly
mifcarried in their calculation,.

In the mean time; if we turn to the other fide of the cltimata,
we fhall in the firft place incvitably fufpect that efleem muft lead
to fome of the fruits of cfteem. But, exclufively of this confi-
deration, if there be offices for which vice of a certain fort is a
neceffary qualification, there are alfo undoubtedly a multitude of
offices which cannot be well. difcharged but by a man of inte-
grity. The patron, though he would perhaps willingly provide
for his pander or his parafite at the expence of his country, will
not be inclined to truft a man of accommodating principles with
the fuperintendence of his fortune or the education of his child.
With the exception of the two cafes that have been flated, inte-
grity, as it is the firk qualification for difcharging a function
with propricty, will always occupy a foremoft place in the re-
commendation of the client, The emplover, whofe objeét is

the real intereft of himfelf, his friends or his country, will have

a powerful motive inducing him to prefer the honeft candidate;

Ability may be almoft cqually requifite; but ability and virtue,
if
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if we fhould choofe to fuppofe that there is no neceffary alliance
between them, will at leaft by no perfon be thought exclufive of
cach other. If a knave may in fome cafes obtain an employ-
ment of truft and real importance, it is vehemently to be fuf-
pected that this would not have happened, if an honeft man of
equal ability had becn at hand,  Add to this that virtue is per
petually gaining ground upon us, The more it is tried, and the
more it is known, the more will it be refpected. It is to the
man of real virtue, whofe character is not brought into fufpicion
by the equivocal nature of fome of his proccedi;ngs, whofe virtue
confifts in bengvolence, equanimity and juftice, that all will have
recourfe, when they have the {uccefs of the affair in which they
are concerned deeply at heart,

Nothing has tended more to bring honefty as an inftrument
of fuccefs into general difrepute, than the fort of complaint that is
frequently heard from fuch as are unfuccefsful. Thefe men will
naturally have recourfe-to the moft fpecious topic of felf confo-
lation, and there is none that more obvioufly fuggefts itfelf than
the fuppofition that they failed through their too much virtue,
Thus the man of rugged temper who is perpetually infulting the
foibles of others, the timid man who is incapable of embracing at
once a perilous aiternative, the ferupulous man who knows not
what to admit or reject and is always undetermined upon. his
courfe of adtion, and a thoufand others, are forward to impute
their mifcarriage to their integrity, though firictly fpeaking it
was in cvery one of thefe cafes to be aferibed to their vices.

5 There
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There is another confideration which deferves to be taken
into account in this cftimate. There is a degree of virtue which
would probably render me difinclined to fill many eminent fa-
tions, to be a great lawyer, a great fenator, or a great minifter,
The funcions of thefe fituations in the prefent flate of man-
kind are of fo equivocal a nature, that a man, whofe moral
views are in the higheft degree fublime, will perhaps find in
himfelf little forwardnefs to cxcrcife them, e will perhaps
conceive that in a private ftation, unincumbered with engage-
ments, unwarped by the finifter motives that high office will
not fail to prefent, he may render more lafting fervices to man-
kind, But furcly it is no very formidable objection to fay, that
honefty will prevent a man from acquiring what he has no wilh
to acquire,

A cafe of fomewhat a different nature has been fuggefted, and
it has been afked, “ Whether honefty be the beft road to fuccefs,
where the violation of it bids fair for perpetual concealment?
Fortune has led me to the military profeffion, I lack advance-
ment, but promotions in the army are cuftomarily made by pur-
chafe. Thus circumftanced, I find by accident a fum of money, i
fecreting which I am in little danger of detelion, and I apply this
fum to purchafe me a commiffion. Should I have more cffectually

promoted my worldly fuccefs by a more ferupulons eonduct 3’

The anfiwer to this queftion ought probably to be affirmative.
In
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In the firft place we are to confider the chance of detetion,

The direét tendency of the laws of the material univerfe is fuch,

as to foree the more confiderable and interefting altions of hu-
man beings into publicity,  No man can render himfulf invifible,
The moft artful confpirator cannot fulliciently provide againft a
thoufand petty circumflances, that will lead, it not to conviction,
at leaft to prefumption againft him. \Who is there that would
with to have faftened upon him the fufpicion of a bale and difin-
genuous procedure ! This feature in human affairs is {o remark-
able, as to have furnifhed topics to the literary induftry of formex
centuries, and to have been interpreted God’s revenge againtt the
unjufl.  Suppof: that in this cafe I found the money dropped in
a field, Wil the owner have no fufpicion where he loft it?
Will no human being Lave obferved that [ was ncar the fpot at
the queftionable period? The chances are certainly againft me,
and a mere balunce of chance would probably have been fuffie
cient to prove that honefty is the beft policy. The bare circum-
ftance of my fuddenly poflefling a fum of money without vi-
fible means of acquiring it, a circumftance to which the attention
of my neighbours is always fufficiently alive, would caft an un-
pleafant ftain upon my charader. How often has the well con-
trived train of the politician, triamphing in the inlerutability of
his wifdom, been baffled by the moft trivial accidents? Since
therefore, * the race is not to the fwift, nor the battle to the
ftrong,” the trucht wildom is to a& fo as to fear no detec-
tion.

There

Poad
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OF VIRTUE

There are other circumftances which tend to eftablith the
fame propofition. ‘The man, who depends upon his courage,
his ability, or his amiable chara@er for recommendation, will
perpetually cultivate thefe. His conflancy will be unwearied ;
and, confcious of the integrity of his means, his fpirit will be in-
trepid and ere@. The progrefs of this man, if his ardour be
fufficiently great to infpire him with ability, and to render him
quick fighted to the deteCtion of his miftakes, will be inceffant,
But the man who has employed foul means, will depend partly
upon them, and cannot be fo fervent in the cultivation of the
true. If he always efcape detetion, he will always fear it, and
this will fully the clearnefs of his fpirit. Vice cannot compare
with virtue in’its tendency to individual happinefs, This is not
the fubjet we are confidering in this place ; but this will apply
to our fubje&, Remorfe, uneafinefs and confufion of mind are
calculated to prevent me from perceiving the true point of pro-
jedtion in my affairs, and detra¢t much from the probability of
my rifing to eminence in any profeflion,

Laftly, the man who has once yiclded to a difhoneft tempta-
tion, will yield to it again. He has loft the confiftency of cha-
rader and difdain of vice, which were his firmeft fecurities, He
that fays, ¢ I will be dithoneft now, and difhoneft no more,” for-
gets fome of the moft obvious and chara&eriftic features of the
human mind, If he cfcape fufpicion in the fieft inflance, he will

3C only
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58  OF THE TENDENCY OF VIRTUE
BOOK 1 only difgrace himfelf more foully in the fecond: if the remorfe
“——"and degradation of fpirit arifing from one bafe action could pe-

rith, they would be fixed and invigorated by other bafe aQtions
growing out of the furft,

AN
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