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Spontaneous Anarchy
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The beginnings of anarchyÑDearth the first causeÑBad cropsÑThe winter of 1788
and 1789ÑDearness and poor quality of breadÑIn the provincesÑAt
ParisÑ�#�#�
Hopefulness the second causeÑSeparation and laxity of the Administrative
forcesÑInvestigations of local AssembliesÑThe people become awake to their
conditionÑConvocation of the States-GeneralÑHope is bornÑThe coincidence of
early Assemblies with early difficultiesÑ�#�#�#�
The provinces during the first six months
of 1789ÑEffects of the famineÑ�#�0�
Intervention of ruffians and vagabondsÑ�0�
The
first jacquerie in ProvenceÑFeebleness or ineffectiveness of repressive measures.
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Paris up to the 14th of JulyÑ�#�
Mob recruits in the environsÑEntry of
vagabondsÑThe number of paupersÑ�#�#�
Excitement of the press and of opinionÑThe
people take partÑ�#�#�#�
The RŽveillon affairÑ�#�0�
The Palais-RoyalÑPopular gatherings
become a political powerÑPressure on the AssemblyÑ�0�
Defection of the
soldieryÑ�0�#�
July 13th and 14thÑ�0�#�#�
Murders of Foulon and BerthierÑ�0�#�#�#�
Paris in
the hands of the people.
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Anarchy from July 14th to October 6th, 1789ÑDestruction of the GovernmentÑTo
whom does real power belong?Ñ�#�#�
The ProvincesÑDestruction of old
AuthoritiesÑIncompetency of new AuthoritiesÑ�#�#�#�
Disposition of the
PeopleÑFamineÑ�#�0�
PanicÑGeneral armingÑ�0�
Attacks on public individuals and
public propertyÑAt StrasbourgÑAt CherbourgÑAt MaubeugeÑAt RouenÑAt
Besan•onÑAt TroyesÑ�0�#�
Taxes are no longer paidÑDevastation of the
ForestsÑThe new game lawsÑ�0�#�#�
Attacks upon private individuals and private
propertyÑAristocrats denounced to the people as their enemiesÑEffect of news from
ParisÑInfluence of the village attorneysÑIsolated acts of violenceÑA general rising
of the peasantry in the eastÑWar against the chateaux, feudal estates, and
propertyÑPreparations for other jacqueries.
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ParisÑPowerlessness and discords of the authoritiesÑThe people, KingÑ�#�#�
Their
distressÑThe dearth and the lack of workÑHow men of executive ability are
recruitedÑ�#�#�#�
The new popular leadersÑTheir ascendencyÑTheir educationÑTheir
sentimentsÑTheir situationÑTheir councilsÑTheir denunciationsÑ�#�0�
Their
interference with the GovernmentÑTheir pressure on the AssemblyÑ�0�
The 5th and
6th of OctoberÑ�0�#�
The Government and the nation in the hands of the revolutionary
party.
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The Constituent AssemblyÑConditions required for the framing of good
lawsÑ�#�
These conditions absent in the AssemblyÑCauses of disorder and
irrationalityÑThe place of meetingÑThe large number of deputiesÑInterference of
the galleriesÑRules of procedure wanting, defective, or disregardedÑThe
parliamentary leadersÑSusceptibility and overexcitement of the AssemblyÑIts
paroxysms of enthusiasmÑIts tendency to emotionÑIt encourages theatrical
displayÑChanges which these displays introduce in its good
intentionsÑ�#�#�
Inadequacy of its informationÑIts compositionÑThe social standing
and culture of the larger numberÑTheir incapacityÑTheir presumptionÑFruitless
advice of competent menÑDeductive politicsÑPartiesÑThe minority; its faultsÑThe
majority; its dogmatismÑ�#�#�#�
Ascendancy of the revolutionary partyÑTheory in its
favourÑThe constraint thus imposed on menÕs mindsÑAppeal to the passionsÑBrute
force on the side of the partyÑIt profits by thisÑOppression of the
minorityÑ�#�0�
Refusal to supply the ministryÑEffects of this mistakeÑMisconception
of the situationÑThe committee of investigationÑConstant alarmsÑEffects of
ignorance and fear on the work of the Constituent Assembly.
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DestructionÑ�#�
Two principal vices of the ancient rŽgimeÑTwo principal reforms
proposed by the King and the privileged classesÑThey suffice for actual
needsÑImpracticable if carried furtherÑ�#�#�
Nature of societies, and the principle of
enduring constitutionsÑ�#�#�#�
The classes which form a StateÑPolitical aptitude of the
aristocracyÑIts disposition in 1789ÑSpecial services which it might have
renderedÑThe principle of the Assembly as to original equalityÑRejection of an
Upper ChamberÑThe feudal rights of the aristocracyÑHow far and why they were
worthy of respectÑHow they should have been transformedÑPrinciple of the
Assembly as to original libertyÑDistinction established by it in feudal dues;
application of its principleÑThe lacunae of its lawÑDifficulties of
redemptionÑActual abolition of all feudal liensÑAbolition of titles and territorial
namesÑGrowing prejudice against the aristocracyÑIts persecutionsÑThe
emigrationÑ�#�0�
The corporations of a StateÑAbuse and lukewarmness in 1789 in the
ecclesiastical bodiesÑHow the State used its right of overseeing and reforming
themÑSocial usefulness of corporationsÑThe sound part in the monastic
institutionÑZeal and services of nunsÑHow ecclesiastical possessions should be
employedÑPrinciple of the Assembly as to private communities and
mortmainÑDisestablishment and disendowment of all corporationsÑUncompensated
suppression of tithesÑConfiscation of ecclesiastical possessionsÑEffect on the
Treasury and on disendowed servicesÑThe civil constitution of the clergyÑRights of
the Church in relation to the StateÑCertainty and effects of a conflictÑPriests
considered as State-functionariesÑPrincipal stipulations of the lawÑObligations of
the oathÑThe majority of priests refuse to take itÑThe majority of believers on their
sideÑPersecution of believers and of priests.
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ConstructionÑThe Constitution of 1791Ñ�#�
Powers of the Central GovernmentÑThe
Assembly on the partition of powerÑRupture of every tie between the Legislature and
the KingÑThe Assembly on the subordination of the executive powerÑHow this is
nullifiedÑCertainty of a conflictÑThe deposition of the King
inevitableÑ�#�#�
Administrative powersÑThe Assembly on the hierarchyÑGrades
abolishedÑCollective powersÑElection introduced, and the influence of subordinates
in all branches of the serviceÑCertainty of disorganizationÑPower in the hands of
municipal bodiesÑ�#�#�#�
The Municipal bodiesÑTheir great taskÑTheir
incapacityÑTheir feeble authorityÑInsufficiency of their means of actionÑThe r™le
of the National GuardÑ�#�0�
The National Guard as electorsÑIts great powerÑIts
important taskÑThe work imposed on active citizensÑThey avoid itÑ�0�
The restless
minorityÑIts elementsÑThe clubsÑTheir ascendencyÑHow they interpret the Rights
of ManÑTheir usurpations and violenceÑ�0�#�
Summary of the work of the Constituent
Assembly.
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The FederationsÑPopular application of philosophic theoryÑIdyllic celebration of
the Contrat-SocialÑTwo phases of human volitionÑPermanent
disorderÑ�#�#�
Independence of the municipalitiesÑThe causes of their
initiativeÑSentiment of dangerÑIssy-lÕEv•que in 1789ÑExalted prideÑBrittany in
1790ÑUsurpations of the municipalitiesÑCapture of the citadelsÑViolence
increased against their commandersÑStoppage of convoysÑPowerlessness of the
Directories and of the ministersÑMarseilles in 1790Ñ�#�#�#�
Independent
AssembliesÑWhy they took the initiativeÑThe people in councilÑPowerlessness of
the municipalitiesÑThe violence to which they are subjectÑAix in
1790ÑGovernment disobeyed and perverted everywhere.
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The sovereignty of unrestrained passionsÑ�#�
Old religious rancoursÑMontauban and
Nismes in 1790Ñ�#�#�
Passion supremeÑDread of hunger its acutest formÑThe
noncirculation of grainÑIntervention and usurpations of the electoral
assembliesÑThe rural code in NivernaisÑThe four central provinces in 1790ÑWhy
high prices are kept upÑAnxiety and insecurityÑStagnation of the grain marketÑThe
departments near Paris in 1791ÑThe supply and price of grain regulated by
forceÑThe mobs in 1792ÑVillage armies of Eure and of the lower Seine and of
AisneÑAggravation of the disorder after August 10thÑThe dictation of unbridled
instinctÑIts practical and political expedientsÑ�#�#�#�
Egotism of the tax-
payerÑIssoudun in 1790ÑRebellion against taxationÑIndirect taxes in 1789 and
1790ÑAbolition of the salt-tax, excise, and�E�9�J�H�E�?�IÑDirect taxation in 1789 and
1790ÑDelay and insufficiency of the returnsÑNew levies in 1791 and 1792ÑDelays,
partiality, and concealment in preparing the rollsÑInsufficiency of, and the delay in,
the returnsÑPayment in assignatsÑThe tax-payer relieves himself of one-
halfÑDevastation of the forestsÑDivision of the communal propertyÑ�#�0�
Cupidity of
tenantsÑThe third and fourth jacquerieÑBrittany and other provinces in 1790 and
1791ÑThe burning of chateauxÑTitle-deeds destroyed.ÑRefusal of
claimsÑDestruction of reservoirsÑPrincipal characteristics, prime motive, and
ruling passion of the Revolution.
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Development of the ruling passionÑ�#�
Attitude of the noblesÑTheir moderate
resistanceÑ�#�#�
Workings of the popular imagination with respect to themÑThe
monomania of suspicionÑThe nobles distrusted and treated as enemiesÑSituation of
a gentleman on his domainÑM. de BussyÑ�#�#�#�
Domiciliary visitsÑThe fifth
jacquerieÑBurgundy and Lyonnais in 1791ÑM. de Chaponay and M. Guillin-
DumoutetÑ�#�0�
The nobles obliged to leave the rural districtsÑThey take refuge in the
townsÑThe dangers they incurÑThe eighty-two gentlemen of CaenÑ�0�
Persecutions
in private lifeÑ�0�#�
Conduct of officersÑTheir self-sacrificeÑDisposition of the
soldieryÑMilitary outbreaksÑSpread and increase of insubordinationÑResignation
of the officersÑ�0�#�#�
Emigration and its causesÑThe first laws against the
emigrantsÑ�0�#�#�#�
Attitude of the nonjuring priestsÑHow they become
distrustedÑIllegal arrests by local administrationsÑViolence or complicity of the
National GuardsÑOutrages by the populaceÑExecutive power in the southÑThe
sixth jacquerieÑIts two causesÑIsolated outbreaks in the north, east, and
westÑGeneral eruption in the south and in the centreÑ�#�2�
General state of
opinionÑThe three convoys of nonjuring priests on the SeineÑPsychological aspect
of the Revolution.
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