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William Hippifley, Efg;

FOWEVER furprized you
may be at this Dedication,
the World would have been
much meore fo, had I pre-
fixed any other Name, than

“that of the Heir of the late Great Mr.

Trenchard, who as he had appointed you
the Succeflor to his Forture, it would
have been a Kind of Profanation to put
his Works ander any other Protection.

That I have annexed the detached

Pieces of his Coadjutor, was to oblige
A2 fuch



DEDICATION.

fuch Gentlemen, as had their other Wri-
tings, which thefe Volumes will com-
plete, and therefore hope you’ll excufe -
the Liberty of adding them to His.

An Advantage which that Gentle-
man always gloried in, and which his Pa-
tron was {o gracious to permit. It would
be unjuft to Mr. Gordon, not to fay how -
much he acknowledged both his Fame
and Fortune were founded on his Favour;
and was indeed proud to proclaim, he
was the Man whom Mr. Trenchard deign-
ed to honour, and whofe Intereft he was .
pleafed to promote. -

Confident of your Parden, Sir, I thall
deviate from the Rule of Dedicators ; by
reciting the Praifes of your late Relation,
inftead of dwelling on Your’s ; convinced
you had rather deferve than receive
them. '

Nothing is more true than Mr. Dry-
den’s Obfervation.

On
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On Adamant our Wrongs we sl engrave,
But write our Benefits upon the Wave.

Otherwife what Caufe can be afligned,
that his Great and Difinterefted Deedss,
Great, as they were truly Difinterefted,
done at the Hazard of his Life and For~
tune, fhould lie buried from the World,
and in Danger of total Extinétion.

For fuch was his Zeal in his Country’s
Service at the Revelution, to venture eve-
ry Thing in Oppofition to faperior Odds,.
when to be vanquifhed was to become a
Victim, and the Block muft have put a
Period to the Patriot. , :

Which Profpe& did not however de-
ter him from Afiifting the Prince of
Orange with all his Fortune, to the
Amount ‘of Forty Thoufand Pounds,
and alfe to borrow Twenty Thoufand
Pounds more, all which he lent him
without any Advantage.

- So vaft a Sum, when Cath was fo
{earce, and confequently fo much the
A3 more
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more valuable, gave his Majefty fuch a
powerful Proof of his Loyalty to his
Country and Regard for him, that when
it was moved in Council, by Lord Halli- ,
fax, foon after, to take’ ‘him into Cufto-
dy for writing the Hijfory of Standing
Armies, the King put an End to the Af-
fair, by faying : No Gentleman he was
convinced had a fincerer Attachment to
his Perfon, or withed more the Profpe-
rity of the Kingdem. And therefore
would not hear of the leaft Violence or
Affront being cffered to One for whom
he had the higheft Honour.

- How precious ought his Memory then
to be to Pofterity ; who ftand folargely
mdebted tohim for their Liberties.

It would fwell this Addrefs to a Vo-
lame, to recount all his noble Tranfac-
tions, Suffice it therefore to obferve, they
all were of the fame! Tendency, deduced
from the fame Principle, and direted to
the fame glorious Purpofe.

As You, Sir, early imbibed, purfue
his Precepus and emulate your great
Preceptor,
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* Preceptor, fo fhall you be honoured by
" all the eminently Good while here, and
" recorded in the Annals of Glory when
~ gone. Iam, '

SIR,
With Honour,
| Your Moft Obliged, and

Devoted Humble Servant, |

The Editor,



To the PUBLIC.

E have annexed our Authorities for
afcribing thofe Tralts to Mr. Tren-
cbard, which are imputed to Him. Mr.
Collins, who was intimate with both him and
Mr. Gorden, has, in his Catalogue, afcertained
moft of the Pieces here inferted 5 as to the
others, we appeal to their {urviving Friends
for the Truth of our afferting, #e know them
20 be fo.

‘1. Argument againft Standing Armies, 11t Part,

1697

- 2. Argument, &c.2d Part 1697
3. Anfwer to the Ballancing Letter, %y the
Author of the Argument, &c. 1697

4. Hiftory of Standing Armies, &c. 1698

All thefe acknowledged to be Mr. Trex-

chard’s, and feveral Times printed with
his Name.

5. Thoughts of a Member, &c. 1719
6. Refletions on the Old Whig 1719
. Camparifen of the Propofals, &c. 1720

8. Con-



8. Confiderations on the Public Debts, &e.

1720

9. The Natural Hiftory of Superflition 1709

For the Authority of thefe, fee the Ar-

ticle Trenchard in the General Dittionary 3

likewife Collins’s Catalogue 1ft Part; and

Mr. Gordon refers to No. 8§ as Mr. Trex-
chard’s in one of his Cato’s Letters,

10. A Letter of Thanks from the Author of the
Comparifon of the Propofals of the Bank
and South-fea Companies, to the Author
of the Examination of the South-fea
Scheme, &ec.

This is likewife mentioned in the Geses
ral Dittionary as Mr. Trenchard’s,
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COLLECTION

TRACGCTS.

An Argument, fhewing that a Standing
Army is inconfifent with a Free Go-
vernment, and abfolutely defiructive to
the Conflitution of the Englith Monar-
¢hy. By J. Trenchard, Efg; An. 1697.

DEDICATION.
To all thofe whom it may concern.
Qui capit, ille facit.

‘ T HE N I confider your great Zeal to your Coun-
try, how much you havve expofed yourfelves for
its Serwice, and how little you have impreved

your cwn Fortunes, Ithinkitis but Fuftice toyour Merits to

make your Encomiumsthe Preface tothe following Bifeour/z.
*Tis you that have abated the Pride, and reduced the Lux-
ury of the Kingdom : You hawe been the Phyficians and Di-
wvinesof the Common-awealth, by purging it of that Drofs
and Dung, awbich corrupts the Minds, and defiroys the

Sat(/_q
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Souls of Men. You have convinced us, that there is na

Safety in Counfellors, nor Truft to be put in Shits under
your Condudl.

You bave cleared the Seas, not of Pirates, but of our
own Merchants, and by that Means bave made our Pri- .
Jons as fo many Storchoufes to replenifl your Troops. In
Siney, to ufe the Exprefion of the Plalmiff, Your Hearts .
are unfearchable for Wifdom, and there is no finding out

your Underftanding. When I confider all this, and com-

pare your Merits awith your Preferments, how came you

by them, and your Bebaviour in them, Icannot but think a
Standing Army, a Collateral Security to your Title to them,

and therefore muft commend your Policy in promoting it. For .
by thefe Kings reign, and: Princes decree Juftice. T5e/z

will be our Magifirates, who awill not bear the Savord in

wain, Thefe, like the Sons of Aaron, awill aear theiy U- |

rim and Thummim on their Backs and Breafts, and wiil

8¢ our Priefts, avbo aill beav the Sinners to piczes, ar Sa- '

muel did Agag before the Lord in Gilgal. By thefe you .

avill be able to teach us Paffive Obedience, as Men baving
Authority, and not as the Scribes. You avill have your

Reafons in your Hands againft repfling the bigher Poavers, |
and will prove your Jus Divinum by the Sword of the Lord, .

and of Gideon.
Your Honours

Moft Obedient Slave and Veffal,

A.B.C.D.E. F.G.

AN.
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- AN
ARGUMENT,
Shewing, that a A
Standing Army
“Is inconfiftent with a Free Government;
~and abfolutely deftru&ive to the Con-
fitution of the Engli/b Monarchy.

Anino 1697.

DEDICATION.
To all thofe whom it may conceri.

Qui capit ille facit.

- Y HEN I confider your great Zeal to your
B Country, how much you have expos’d your-

Sebves for its Serwice, and bow little you
bave improved your oawn Fortunes, I think it is but Fu-
. Jlice to your Merits to make your Encomiums the Preface
to the following Difeourfe. 'Tis you that have abated
the Pride, and reduced the Luxury of the Kingdime : Vou
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Bawe been the Phyficians and Divines of the Commons
woealth, by purging it of that Drofs and Dung, awbich
corrupts the Minds, and defiroys the Souls of Men. You
bave convinced us, that there is no Safety in Courftllors,
wor Truft to be put in Ships under your Condult.

You hawe cleared the Seas, not of Pirates, but of our
swn Merchants, and by that Means hawve made our Pri-
JSons as fo many Storeboufes to replenifp your Troops. In
Jine, to ufe the Expreffion of the Plalmift, Your Hearts are
unfearchable for Wifdom, and there is no finding out
your Underftanding. HWhen I confider all this, and com-
pare your Merits awith yomr Preferments, how came you
by them, and your Behawiour in them, I cannot but think
a Standing Army a Collateral Security to your Title to
them, and therefore muft-commend your Policy in promo-
ting it, For by thefe Kings reign, and Princes decree
Juitice. Thefe avill be our Magifirates, avho avill not
bear the Swword in wain. Thefe, likg the Sons of Aaron,
avill wear their Urim and Thummim- on their Backs and
Breafls, and aill be our Priefls, who avill bew the Sin-
wers to pieces, as Samuel did Agag before the Lord in
Gilgal. DBy thefe you awill be able to teach us Paffive O-
bedience, as Men hawing Authority, and mot as the
Scribes. You avill bave your Reafons in yonr Hands a-
gainft refifling the bigher Powers, and will prove your
Jus Divinum by the Saword of the Lord, and of Gi-
deon.

Your Honours

Mofi Qbedient Slave and Vaffal,

A.B.C.D. E.F. G.

\ AN
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An ArcumenT, fbewing that a
Standing Army, is inconfiflent
with a Free Government, and
abfolutely deftru&ive to theCon-
Sritution of the Englith Monarchy.

HEN I confider what a difmal Scene of
Blood and Defolation hath appeared upon:
the Theatre of Europe during the Growth

and Progrefs of the French Power, I can-

" not fufficiently applaud and admire our thrice happy
< Situation, by which we have long enjoy’d an uninter-
“ rupted Courfe of Peace and Profperity, whillt our
Neighbouring Nations have been miferably haraffed by
perpetual War: For lying open to continual Invafion,
they can never enjoy Quiet and. Security, nor take a
found Sleep, but Hercules like, with Clubs in theis
Hands: So that thefe Halcyon Days which we enjoy
amidft fuch an univerfal Hurricane, muft be folely at-
- tributed to our Tutelar God: Neptune, who with a Guard
. of winged Courfers fo firongly intrenches us, that we
may be faid to be medid infyperabiles undi, and not
‘unfitly compar’d to the Earth, which ftands fix’'d and
immoveable, and never to be fhaken but by an internal

" Convulfion. And as Nature has been thus liberal to us
_in our Situation, fo the Luxuriancy of our Soil makes
it produttive of numerous Commodities fit for Trade
and Commerce: And as this Trade renders. us Mafters
of the Silver and Gold of the Eaft and Weft without
our toiling in the Mine, fo it breeds us Multitudes of
able bodied and fkilful Seamen to defend the Treafures
" they bring home, that even Luxury itfelf, which has
“been the Base and Dcﬁruonn of moft Countries where
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it has been predominant, may in fome meafure be efteem-
ed our Prefervation, by breeding up a Race of Men a-
mongft us; whofe Manner of Life will never fuffer them
to be debauched, or enervated with Eafe or Idlencfs.
But we have one thing more to boaft of befides all
thefe Felicities, and that is, of being Freemen and not
Slaves in this tinhappy Age, when an univerfal Deluge
of Tyranny has overfpread the Face of the whole
Earth ; fo that this is the Ark out of which if the Dove
be fent forth, fhe will find no Refling-place till her Re-
turn,

Qur Conttitution is a limited mix’d Monarchy, where
the King enjoys all the Prerogatives neceflary to the
Support of his Dignity, and Protetion of his People,
and is only abridged from the Power of injuring his own
Subjets : In fhort, the Man is loofe, and the Beatt otily
bound; and our Government may truly be called an
Empire of Laws, and not of Men ; for every Man has -
the fame Right to what he can acquire by his Labour
and Induftry, as the King hath to his Crown, and the
meaneft Subjet hath his Remedy againft him in his
Courts at Wefiminfler : No Man can be imprifoned, un-
lefs he has tranfgrefled a Law of his own making, nor
be try’d but by his Neighbours ; fo that we enjoy a
Liberty fcarce known to the antient Grecks and Roe
mans. .

And left the extraordinary Power intrufted in the
Crown fhould lean towards Arbitrary Government, or
the tumultuary Licentioufnefs of the People fhould en-
cline towards a Democracy, the Wifdom of our Ance-
ftors hath inftituted a middle State, wiz. of Nobility,
whofe Intereft it is to trim this Boat of our Common-
wealth, and to fkreen the Peoplz againft the Popularity
of the Commons, fince if either Extream prevail fo far
as to opprefs the other, they are fure to be overwhelm-
ed in their Ruin.  And the Meeting of thefe three States
in Parliament is what we call our Government: for
without all their Confents no Law can be made, nor a
Penny of Money levied upon the Subje&ts; fo that the
King’s Neceflities do often oblige him to fummon this
Court, which is the Grand Inqueft of the Kingdom,
where the People fpeak boldly their Grievances, uanﬁ

. €



“with a Free Gevernment. 7

eall to account overgrown Criminals, who are above the
Reach of ordinary Juflice: fo that the Excellence of this
Government confifts in the due Ballance of the feveral
- conftituent Parts of it, for if either one of them fhould
be too hard for the other two, there is an attual Dif-
folution of the Conftitution; but whilt we can conti-
nue in our prefent Condition, we may without Va-
nity reckon our felves the happieft People in the
World.

But as there is no Degree of Human Happinefs but
is accompanied with fome Defects, and the ftrongelt
Conftitutions are moft liable to certain Difeafes; fo the
very Excellence of our Government betrays it to fome
Inconveniencies, the Wheels and Motions of it being
{o curious and delicate that it is often out of Order,
and therefore we ought to apply our utmoft Fndeavours
to reCtify and preferve it: and I am afrad it is more
owing to the Accident of our Situation, than to our
own Wifdom, Integrity or Courage, that it has yet &
Being ; when we fee moft Nations in Exrope over-run
with Oppreflion and Slavery, where the Lives, Eftates
and Liberties of the People are fubjet to the lawlefs
Fancy and Ambition of the Prince, and the Rapine and
Infolence of his Officers ; where the I+.bility, that were
formerly the bold Affertors of their Country’s Liberty,
are now only the Enfigns and Ornaments of the Tyran-
ny, and the People Beafts of Burden, and barely kept
alive to fuppart the Luxury and Prodigality of their
Malters. ) .

And if wé enquire how thefe unhappy Nations have
loft that precious Jewel Liberty, and we as yet preferv-
ed it, we fhall find their Miferies and our Happinefs
proceed from this, That their Neceffities or Indifcretion
have permitted a Standing Army to be kept amongft
them, and our Situation rather than our Prudence, hath
as yet defended us from it, otherwife we h2d long fince
loft what is the moft valuable Thing under Heaven :
For, as I faid before, our Conftitution depending upon
2 due Ballance between King, Lords and Commons,
and that Ba'lance depending upon the mutual Occafions
and Neceffities they have of one another; if this Cement
be once broke, there is an actual Diffolution of the Go-

A vernment,



8 Standing Armies inconfiflent

vernment. Now this Ballance can never be preferved
but By an Union of the natural and artificial Strength
of the Kingdom, that is, by making the Militia to con-
&ft of the fame Perfons as have the Property; or other-
wife the Government is violent and againft Nature, and
cannot poflibly continue, but the Conftitution muft ei-
ther break the Army, or the Army will defiroy the Cona
Ritution: for it is univerfally true, that where-ever the
' Milida is, there is or will be the Government in a fhort
‘Time; and therefore the Inflitutors of this Gorbick Bal-
lance (which was eftablithed in all Parts of Exrope) made
the Militia to confift of the fame Parts as the Govern-
ment, where the King was General, the Lords by virtue
of their Caftles and Honours, the great Commanders,
and the Freeholders by their Tenures the Body of the
Army; fo that it was pext to impofiible for an Army .
thus confituted to a&t to the Difadvantage of the Con-
ftituticn, unlefs we could foppofe them te be Felons e
Je.  Ard here I will venture to zflert, that upon no o-
ther Foundation than this, can any Nation long preferve
its Freedom, unlefs fome very particular Accidents con-
tribute to it ; and I hope I fhall make it appear, that
no Nation ever preferved its Liberty, that maintained
‘an Army otherwife conftituted within the Seat of their
Government: Akd let us fatter ourfelves as much as
we pleafe, what happened Yefterday, will come to pafs
zgain; and the fame Caufes will produce like Effeéts in
all Ages,

And here I can’t avoid taking Notice of fome Gen-
tlemen who a few Years fince were the pretended Pa-
triots of their Country, who had nothing in their
Mouths but the facred” Name of Literty, who in the
Jate Reigns could hardly afford the King the Preroga-
tive that was due to him, and which was abfolutely ne-
ceffary to put in motion this Machine of our Govern-
ment, and to make the Springs and Wheels of it a& na-
tarally, and perform their Fun&ion: I fay, thefe Gen-
tlemen that could not with Patience hear of the King's
erdinary Guards, can now difcourfe familiarly of twen-
ty thoufand Men to be maintained in Times of Peace ;
and the odious Excufe they give for this infamous Apo-
acy is, That if they fhould not gratify the Courtd:‘n

(]



with a Free Government, 9

:this modeft Requeft, another Party may be careffed wha
will grant this, or any thing elfe ‘that is atked, and then
" they fay Matters will be much worfe; as if Arbitrary-
Government was a different Thing in their Hand, from.
what it is in others, or that the Lineaments and Fea-
tures of Tyranny would become graceful and lovely
when they ave its Palet de Chambres. But let them not:
deceive themfelves, for if they think to make their Court
this Way, they will quickly find themfelves outflattered:
by the Party they fear, who huve been long the Dar-
lings of Arbitrary Power, and whofe Principles as well
as Pratices teach them to be Enemies to all the legal.
Rights, and juft Liberties of their Native Country ; and.
fo thefe wretched Bunglers will be made ufe of only ta
bring toge:her the Materials of Tyranny, and then muft
give Place to more expert Architséts. to finith the:
Building.

- __And though we are fecure from any Attempts of this.
Kind during the Reign of a Prince who. hath refcued
us from a Captivity equal to what Moses redeemed the:
People of Jfrael from: A Prince whofe Life is {o ne~
ccflary to the Prefervation of Eurcpe, that both Prote-
ftant and Popifh Princes have forgot their ancient Ma.
xims, and laid afide their innate Animofities, and made
it their common Intereft. to chufe him their Patron and:
Proteftor: . A Prince in whem we know no Vices bt
what have been efteemed Vertues in others,. wiz. his.
undeferved Clemency to his Enemies, and. his expofing,
too much that Life upon which depends not. only our:
Safety, but the Liberties of all Europe, and the Prote-
ftant Religion through the World: 1 fay, was this moit:
excellent Prince to be immortal (as his Great and Glo-
rious Aftions) we ought in common Prudence to. abane.
don all Thoughts of Self-prefervation, and wholly to.
rely on his Care and Condu&t. But fince no-Vertue
nor Pitch of Glory will exempt him from paying the.
common Debt to Narure, but Death hath a Scythe.
which cuts off the moft noble Lives; we ought not to,
intrult any Power with him, which we don’t think pro-
per to be continued to his Succeflors , and doubtlefls ouy-
great Benefactor will not regret this, or any thing elfe:
that can reafonably be demanded in order 1o, compleat,

&g, iz
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that Deliverance fo far advanced by his invincible Cou-
rage and Conduét; for to fet us, like Mofes, within
View of the Promifed Land, with a ne plus wltra, is the
greateft of all Human Infelicities, and fuch I fhall al-
ways take our Cafe to be, whilft a Standing Army muft
be kept up to prey upon our Entrails, and which muft
in the Hands of an ill Prince (which we have the Mif-
fortune frequently to meet with) infallibly deftroy our
Conftitution.  And this is fo evident and important a
‘Truth, that no Legiflator ever founded a frec Govern-
ment, but avoided this Caribdis, asa Rock againft which
his Commonwealth muft certainly be fhipwrack’d, as
the Ifraelitcs, Athenians, Corinthians, Achaians, Lacedes
monians, Thebans, Samniter, and Romans; none of which
Nations whilit they kept their Liberty were ever known
to maintain any Soldiers in conftant Pay within their
Cities, or ever fuffered any of their Subjets to make
War their Profeflion ; well knowing that the Sword and
Sovereignty always march Hand in Hand, and therefore
they trained their own Citizens and the Territories about
them perpetually in Arms, and their whole Common-
wealths by this Means became fo many feveral formed
Militias: A general Exercife of the beft of their People
in the Ufe of Arms, was the only Bulwark of their Li-
berties ; this was reckon’d the fureft Way to preferve
them both at home and abrood, the People being fe~
cured thereby as well againft the Domeflick Affronts of -
any of their own Citizens, as againft the Foreign Inva-
fions of ambitious and unruly Neighbours. Their Arms
were never lodged in the Hands of any who had not
an Intereft in preferving the Public Peace, who fought
pro Aris & Focis, and thought themfelves fufficiently
-paid by repelling Invaders, that they might with Free-
dom return to their own Affairs. In thofe Days there
was no Difference between the Citizen, the Soldier, and
the Hufbandman, for all promifcuoufly took Arms when
the public Safety required it, and afterwards laid them
down with more Alacrity than they took them up: So
that we find amongft the Romans the beft and braveft of
their Generals came from the Plough, contentedly re-
turning when the Work was over, and never demanded
their Triymphs till they had laid down their Commands‘,‘

- : an
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and reduced themfelves to the State of private Men.
Nor do we find that this famous Commonwealth ever

ermitted a Depofition of their Arms in any other
f—[ands, till their Empire increafing, Necefiity conftrain-
ed them to ere& a conftant ftipendiary Soldiery abroad
in Foreign Parts, either for the holding or winning of
Provinces: Then Luxury increafing with Dominion, the
ftrict Rule and Difcipline of Freedom foon abated, and
Forces were kept at home, which foon prov'd of fuch
dangerous Confequence, that the People were forced ta
make a Law to employ them at a convenient Diftance;
which was, that if any General marched over the River
Rubicon, he fhould be declar’d a public Enemy 3 and in
the Paflage of thas River this following Infcription was
ereCed, Imperator five miles, five Tyrannus armatus quif-
quis _fiftito, vexillumgue armaque doponite, nec citra. bune
amnem trajicito :  And this made Ce/zr when he had

. prefumed to pafs this River, to think of nothing bat

prefling on to the total Oppreflion of the Empire, which
he fhortly after obtained. -

Nor, as I faid before, did any Nation deviate from
thefe Rules but they loft their Liberty ; and of this king
there are infinite Examples, out of which I{hall give 3
few in feveral Ages, which are moft known, and eccut
to every one’s Reading. , .

The firlt Example I fhall give is of Pififlratus,’ wha
artificially prevailing with the Atbenians to aillow him

. fifty Guards for the Defence of his Perfon, he fo im-

proved that Number, that he feiz’d upon the Caftle and
Government, deftroy’d the Commonwealth, and madq
himfelf Tyrant of Athens.

The Corinthians being in Apprehenfion of their Ene,
mies, made a Decree for four hunired Men to be kept
to defend their City, and gave Tymophancs the Command
over them, whe overturned their Government, cut off
all the principal Citizens, and proclaim’d himfelf King
of Corinth,

Agathocles being the Captain-General of the Syracus
fans, got fuch an Intereft in the Army, that he cut all
the Senators to pieces, and the richeft of the People;
and made himfelf their King. ,
PR T ' The
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The Romans for fear of the Teutones and Gimbri, whe
Iike vaft Inundations threatned their Empire, chofe Ma-
rius their General, and, contrary to the Conftitution of
their Government, continued him five Years in his Com-
mand, which gave him fuch Opportunity to infinuate,
and gain an Intereft in their Army, that he opprefled
their Liberty ; and to this were owing all the Miferies,
Maflacres, and Ruins which that City {uffered under him
and Sy//z, who made the beft Blood in the World: run
like Water in the Streets of Reme, and turn’d the
whole City into-a Shambles of the Nobility, Gentry
and People.

The {fame Thirg enabled Ce/zr totally to- overthrow
that famous Commonwealth ; for the Prolongation of
his Commiffion in Gaz/ gave him an Opportunity to
debauch his Army, and then upon a pretended Difguft
he marched' to Rome, drove out the Senators, feiz'd the
Treafury,. fought their Forces, and made himfelf perpe-
tual Dictator.

Olivarotto di Fermo defired Leave: of his Fellow-Citi-
zens, that he might be admitted into their Town witl
a hundred Horfe of his Companions ; which being grant-
ed, he put to the-Sword: all the principal Citizens, and
proclaim’d himfelf their Prince. -

Francis Sforza being General of the Milanefe, ufurp-
ed upon them, and made himfelf Duke of Milan.

“After Chriftiern the Second King of Denmmark had:
eonquer’d: Saveden, he invited all the Senators and No~
bility to- a maynificent Entertainment, where after he
bad treated them highly for two Days, he moft barba-
roufly butcher'd them : None efcaped this Maflacre but
the brave Guflavus Ericfor, who was then a Prifoner;
but he afterwards efeaping through a thoufand- Difficul-
‘ties, by his good-Fortune, Courage and Condu&, drove
the Danes out of Sweden, and: reftor’d the Savedes to
their antient Kingdom. Nothing then was thought too
great for their generous Deliverer, every Mouth was
full of his Praifes, and by the Univerfal Voice of the
People he was chofen their King; and to confummate
the laft Teftimony of their Gratitude, they trufted him
with an Army.: but they foon found their Miftake, for
& coft them their Liberty;. and having granted thae

Hnusm.
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wnum magnum, it was too late to difpute any thing elfe:
His Succeffors having been pleafed to take all the reft,
and now they remain the miferable Examples of too cre-
dulous Generofity.

The Story of Denmark is {o generally known, and fo
well related by a late excellent Author, that it would be
Impertinence tn me to repeat it ; only this I will obferve,
that if the King had not had an Army at his Command,
the Nobles had never delivered up their Government.

Our Countryman Oliver Cromawel turned out that Par-
Yament under which he ferved, and who had got Immor-
tal Honour through the whole World by their great
Aéions; and this he effefted by the Affiftance of an Ar-
my, which muft be allowed to have had as much Virtue,
Sobriety, and publick Spirit, as hath been been known in
the World fince amongft that Sort of Men.

The laft Inftance I fhall give, is of a French Colony,
as I remember in the #efi-Indies, who having War with
the neighbouring Indians, and being tired in their March
with the Extremity of Heat, made their Slaves carry
their Arms, who taking that Opportunity fell upon them,
and cut them to Pieces: A juft Punifhment for their
Folly. And this will always be the Fate of thofe that
truft their Arms out of their own Hands: For it is a ri+
diculous Imagination to conceive Men will be Servants,
when they can be Mafters. And as Mr. Harrington,
judicioufly obferves, whatever Nation fuffers their Ser-.
vants to carry their Arms, their Servants will make them
hold their Trenchers. '

Some People obje&, that the Republicks of Penice and
Holland are Inftances to difprove my Affertion, who both
keep great Armies, and yet have not loft their Liberty.
I anfwer, that neither keep any ftanding Forces within
the Seats of their Government, that is, within the City
of Venice, or the great Towns of the Unitcd Provinces ;
but they defend thefe by their own Buarghers, and quar-
ter their Mercgnaries in their conquered Countries, wviz.
the Veuetians, in Greece, and the Continent of Jtaly, and
the Dutchin Brabant dnd Flanders; and the Situation of
thefe States makes their Armies, fo poited, not dangerous
to them ; for the Venctians cannot be attacked without &
Fleet, nor the Durch be ever .conquered by their own:

i ' ' Eorces;,
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Forces, their Country being fo full of ftrong Towns,
fortified both by Art and Nature, and defended by their
own Citizens, that it would be a fruitlefs Attempt for
their own Armies to invade them ; for if they fhould
march againft any of their Cities, ’tis but fhutting up
their Gates, and the Defign is fpoiled.

But if weadmit that an Army might be confiftent with
Freedom in a Commonwealth, yet it is otherwife in a
free Monarchy; for in the former ’tis wholly in the Dif-
pofal of the People, who nominate, appoint, difcard,
and punifh the Generals and Officers as they think fit,
and ’tis certain Death to make any Attempt upon their
Liberties; whereas in the latter, the King is perpetual
General, may model the Army as he pleafes, and it will
be called High-treafon to oppofe him..

And though fome Princes, as the Family of the Me-
dicis, Leawis the X1th, and others laid the Foundation of
their Tyrannies without the immediate Affiftance of an
Army, yetthey all found an Army neceflary to eftablith
them; or otherwife a little Experience in the People or
the Change of their Condition, would have made them
difgorge mn a Day, that ill-gotten Power they had been
acquiring for an Age. ’

This Subje& is fo felf-evident, that Iamalmoft atham’d
toprove it: Forif we look through the World, we fhall
find in no Country, Liberty and an Army ftand together ;
fo that to know whether a Pcople are Free or Slaves, it is
neceffary only to alk, whether there is an Army kept
amongft them? And the Solution of that preliminary
Queftion refolves the Doubt: As we fee in China, India,
Tartary, Perfia, Ethicpia, Turkey, Morocco, Mufeoy,
Aufiria, France, Portugal, Desmark, Saweden, Tufcany,
and all the little Principulities, of Germany and Italy,
where the People live in the moft abandoned Slavery ; and
in Countries where no Armies are kept within the Seat of
their Government, the People are free, as Poland, Bif-
cay, Saiiuerland, the Grifons, Venice, Holland, Genoa,
Genewva, Ragufa, Algiers, Tunis, Hamborough, Lubeck,
all the free Towns in Germany, and England and Scot-
land before the late Reigns. This Truth is fo obvious,
that the moft barefaced Advocates for an Army do not
dire&ly deny it, but qualify the Matter by telling us, that

a
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4 Number not exceeding fifteen or twenty thoufand Men
are a Handful to fo populous a Nation as this : Now [
think that Number will bring as certain Ruin upon us,
as if they were as many Millions, and I will give my
" Reafons for it.

Itis the Misfortune of all Countries, that they fome-
times lie under an unhappy Neceflity to deferd them-
felves by Arms againft the Ambition of their Gover-
nors, and to fight for what’s their own; for if a Prince
will rule us with a Rod of Iron, and invade our Laws
. 2nd Liberties, and neither be prevailed upon by our Mi-
feries, Supplications, or Tears, we have no Power upon
_ Earth to appeal to, and therefore muft patiently fubmit
to our Bondage, or ftand upon our own Defence; which
if we are enabled to do, we fhall never be put upon it,
but our Swords may grow rufty in our Hands : For that
Nation is fureft to live in Peace, that is moft capable of
aaking War; and a Man that hath a2 Sword by his Side,

fhall have leaft occafion to make ufe of it. Now I fay,
" if the King hath twenty thoufand Men before hand with

us, or much lefs than half that Number, the People can
make no Effort to defend their Liberties, without the
Affiftance of a Foreign Power, which is a Remedy moft
commonly as bad as the Difeafe ; and if we have not a
Power within ourfelves to defend our Laws, we have no
Government.

For England being a {mall Country, few ftrong Towns
in it, and thofe in the King’s Hands, the Nobility dif-
armed by the Deftru®ion of Tenures, and the Militia
not to be raifed but by the King’s Command, there can
be no Force levied ir any Part of Exgland, but muft be
deftroyed in its Infancy by a few Regiments : For what
will three or four thoufand naked and unarm’d Men fig-
nify againft as many Troops of mercenary Soldiers ?
What if they fhould come into the Field, and fay you

_ muft choofe thefe and thefe Men your Reprefentatives ;
where is your Choice ? What if they fhould fay, Parlia-
ments are feditious and fadtious Affemblies, and therefore
gight to be abolifhed ; what is become of your Freedom?
Or if they fhould encompafs the Parliament-houfe, and
threaten if they do not furrender up their Government,
they will put them to the Sword; what is become of the

o old
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old Engli/p Conftitution? Thefe Things may be, ané
_have been done in feveral Parts of the World : What is
it that caufeth the Tyranny of the Turés at this Day, but
Servants in Arms? What is it that preferved the glorious.
Commonwealth of Rome, but Swords in the Hands of
its Citizens ?

And if befides this, we confider the great Prerogatives
of the Crown, and the vaft Intereft the King has and
may acquire by the Diftribution of fo many profitable
Ofhices of the Houthold, of the Revenue, of State, of
Law, of Religion, and the Navy, together with the
Affiftance of a powerful Party, who have been always the
faft and conftant Friends to arbitrary Power, whofe only.
Quarrel to his prefent Majefty is, that he has knocked oft”
the Chains and Fetters they thought they had locked faft.
upon us; a Party, who hath once engaged usin an un-
happy Quarrel amongft ourfelves (the Confequence of
which I dread to name) and fince in atedious and charge--
able War, at the vaft Expence of Blood and T'reafure,
to avoid that Captivity they had prepared for us: I fay,.
if any one confiders this, he will be convinced that we.
have enough to do to guard ourfelves againft the Power
of the Court, without having an Army thrown into the
Scale againlt us: And we have found oftner than once,
by too fatal Experience the Truth of this; for if we look.
back to thelate Reigns, we fhall fee this Nation brought.
1o the Brink of Deftruétion, and Breathing out the laft
Gafp of their Liberty ; and it is more owing to our good.
Fortune, than to any Effort we were ableto make, that.
we efcaped the fatal Blow.

And I believe no Man will deny, but if Charics the
Firft had had five thoufand Men before hand with us, the.
People had never firuck a Stroke for their Liberties; or
if the late King Fames would have been contented with
Arbiiziry Power without bringing in Popery, both he and’
his Black-Guards would have bound us Hard and Foot.
before this ['ime : But when their ill-contrived Oppreflion.
came Home to their own Doors, they quickly thewed
the World how diiierent a Thing it was to fuffer them-
felves, and to make other People {uffer, and fo we came
by our Deliverance; and though the late King had the
Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, People, and his own Army

© againf.
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againft him, and we had a very wife and couragious Prince
nearly related to the Crown, and backed by a powerful

- State, for our Proteflor, yet we account this Revolution
next to a Miracle.

I will add here, that moft of the Nations I inftanced
before were enflaved by fmall Armies: Oliver Cromawel
left behind him but 17000 Men ; and the Duke of Mox-
mouth, who was the Darling of the People, was fup-
prefled with two thoufand ; nay, Cz/ar feized Rome itfelf

" with five thoufand, and fought the Battle of Phar/alia,
where the Fate of the World was decided, with twenty
two thoufand; and moft of the Revolutions of the Ro-
man and Ottoman Empires fince, were caufed by the
Pretorian Bands, and the Court Janizaries; the former of
which never exceeded eight, nor the latter twelve thou-
fand Men: And if no greater Numbers could make fuch
Difturbances in thofe vaft Empires, what will double the
Force do with us? And they themfelves confefs it, when
they argue for an Army ; for they tell us we may be fur-
prized with ten or fifteen thoufand Men from France,
and having no regular Force to oppofe them, they will
over-run the Kingdom. Now if fo fmall a Force can
oppofe the King, the Militia, with the united Power of
the Nobility, Gentry and Commons, what will an equal
Power do againft the People, when fupported by the
Royal Authority, and a never failing Intereft that will
- attend it, except when it as for the publick Good ?
But we are told this Army is not defign’d to be made
a Part of our Conftitution, but to be kept only for a little
Time, till the Circumftances of Europe will better permit
us to be without them. But I would know of thefe
Gentlemen, when they think that Time will be ? Will it
be during the Life of King James, or after his Death ?
+ Shall we have lefs to fear from the Youth and Vigour of
- the pretended Prince of #Wales, than now from an unhap-
Py Man finking under the Load of Age and Misfortunes?
. Or will France be more capable of offending us juft after
B Shis tedious and confumptive War, than hereafter, when
- 1t hashad a breathing Time to repair the Calamities it has
-, fuffered by it? No: We can never difband our Army with
o much Safety as at this Time; and this is well known
by thefe Confpirators againtt their Country, who areﬁfa.
tishied
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tisfied that a Continuation of them now, is an Eftablifh-
ment of them for ever: For whilft the Circumftances of
Europe ftand in the prefent Pofture, the Argument will be
equal to continue them ; if the State of Europe fhould al-
ter to the Advantage of France, the Reafon will grow
fironger, and we fhall be told we mult increafe our
Number: Butif there fhould be fuch a Turn of Affairs
in the World, that we were no Jonger in Apprehenfion of
the French Power, they may be kept up without our Af-
fitance ; nay, the very Diicontents they may create fhall
be made an Argument for the continuing of them. But
if they fhould be kept from opprefling the People, ina
little Time they will grow habitual to us, and almoft be-
come a Part of our Conititution, and by Degrees we fhall
be brought to believe them not only not dangerons, but
neceffary ; for every Body fees, but few underfland, and
thofe few will never be able to perfuade the Multitude
that there is any Danger in thofe Men they have lived
quietly with for fome Years, efpecially when the difband-
ing them will (as they will be made believe) coft them
more Money out of their own Pockets to maintain a Mi-
litia, and of this we have had already an.unhappy Ex-
ﬁeriencc. For Charles the Second being connived at in
eeping a few Guards (which were the fislt ever known
to an Engli/b King befides his Penfioners, and his Beef-
eaters) he infenfibly increafed their Number, till he left
a Body of Men to his Succeflor, great enough to tell the
- Parliament, he would be no longer bound by the Laws
he had fworn to; and under the Shelter and Prote€ion of
thefe he raifed an Army that had put a Period to our Go-
vernment, if a Complication of Caufes (which may never
happen again) had not prefented the Prince of Orange
with a Conjun&ure to ‘affert his own and the Nation’s
Rights. And though we have fo lately efcaped this Pre-
cipice, yet Habit has made Soldiers {o familiar to us, that
fome who pretend to be zealous for Liberty, fpeak of it
as a Hard{Rip to his prefent Majefty, to refufe him as
many Men as his Predeceflors, not confidering that the
raifing them then was a Violation of our Laws, and that
his Government is built upon the Deftruétion of theirs,
and can no more ftand upon the fame Rubbifh, than the

Kingdom of Heaven be founded in Unrightcoufnefs. B.lt
ng: .
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But the Confpirators fay, we need be in no Apprehen-
fions of Slavery, whilft we keep the Power of the Purfe
in our own Hands: Which is very true; butthey donot
tell us that he has the Power of raifing Money, to wham
no one dares refufe it.

Arma tenenti
Omniu dat qui jufia negat.

For ’tis as certain that an Army will raife Money, as that
Money will raife an Army ; butif this Courfe be too de-
fperate, ’tis but fhutting up the Excheguer, and difoblige-
ing a few Tally-Jobbers (who have bought them for fifty
per Cent, Difcount) and there will be near three Milliong
a Year ready cut and dryed for them: And whoever
doubts whether fuch a Method as this is practicable, let
him look back to the Reign of Charles the Second. And
I'am afraid the Officers of the Exchequer have not much
rezfon to value themfelves for their Payments in this
Reign: At leaft the Purchafers of the Annuities are of
that Opinion, and would be apt to entertain fome unfea-
fonable Sufpicions, if they had not greater Security from
his Majefty’s Virtue, than the Juftice of {uch Minifters.
But if we could fuppofe (whatever is the Fate of other
Countries) that our Courtiers defign Nothing but the
Publick Good, yet we oughtnot to hazard fuch unufual
Virtue by leading it into Temptation, which is Part of
our daily Duty to pray againft. But I am afraid we do
not liveinan Age of Miracles, efpecially of that Sort;
our Heroes are made of a coarfer Allzy, and have too
much Drofs mixed with their Conftitations for fuch re-
fined Principles : For in the little Experience I have had
in the World, I have obferved moft Men to do as much
Mifchief as lay in their Power, and therefore am for deal-
ing with them as we do with Children and mad Men, that
is take away all Weapons by which they may do either
themfelves or others an Injury: As I think the Sheep in
Boccaline made a prudent Addrefs to #pollo, when they
defired, that for the future Wolves might have no
Teeth. i

When all other Arguments fail, they call to their Al
fiffance the old Tyrant Neceflity, and tell us the Pewe}
Ch e ‘
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of Franceis fo great, that let the Confequence of an Ar-
my be what it will, we cannot be without one; and if
we muft be Slaves, we had better be o to a Proteftant
Prince than a Popith one, and the worft of all Popith
ones the F King. Now 1 am of Mr. Jobnfon's
Opinion, that the putting an Epithet upon Tyranny is
falfe Heraldry ; for Proteitant and Popifh are both alike ;
and if I mult be a Slave, it is very indifferent to me who
ismy Mafter, and therefore I fhall never confent to be
ruled by an Army, which is the worft that the moft bar-
barous Conqueft can impo‘e upon me; which notwith-
ftanding we have little reafon to fear whilft we keep the
Seas well guarded.

It is certain there is no Country fo fituated for Naval
Power as England. The Sea is our Element, our Sea-
men have as much hardy Bravery, and our Ships are as
numerous, and built of as good Materials as any in the
World : Such a Force well applied, and managed, is a-
ble to give Laws to the Univerfe; and’if we keep a com-
petent Part of it well armed in Times of Peace, it is the
moft ridiculous Thing in Nature to believe any Prince
will have Thoughts of invading us, unlefs he propofes to
be fuperior to us in Naval Power : For the Preparations
neceflary for fuch an Undertaking will alarm all Eurgpe,
give both to us and our Confederates Time to arm, and
put ourfelves in a Pofture of Defence. And whoever
confiders that the Prince of Orange with fix hundred
Ships, brought but fourteen thoufand Men, and the
mighty Spanib Armado (then the Terror of the World)
imbarked but eighteen thoufand, he will be aflured that
no Invafion can be {o fudden upon us, but we fhall have
time to get ready our whole Fleet, bring fome Forces
from Scot/and and Ireland, and prepare our own Militia
if there fhall be Occafion for it; efpecially in Times of
Peace, when we fhall have the Liberty of all the Ports
of France, and fhall, or may, have Intelligence from
every one of them.

But they tell us fuch 2 Wind may happen as may be
favourable to our Enemy, and keep us within our own
Ports; which I fay, as France lies to England, is almoft
impoflible : For if we lie about Fa/mouth, or the Land’s
End, no Fleet from Breff, or the Ocean, can efcape us

witheut
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without 2 Miracle; and if the Defign be to invade us
from any Port in the Channel, a very few Ships (which
may fafely lie at Anchor) will certainly prevent it: Nor
js it to be conceived that that cautious Prince will be at a
vaft Expence for the Contingency of fuch a critical Wind,
or will fend an Army into 2 Country where their Retreat
is certainly cut off, when the failing in any Part of his
Defign will bring a new War upon him, “which lately coft
a third Part of his People, 2 great many large Countries,
and ftrong Towns, with all the Honour he had heaped
up by his former Vicories, to get rid of.

And here I muft confefs, that the Mifapplication of
our Naval Foree (which is our known Strength) for thefe
laft eight Years, is the frongeft, as it is the moft ufual
Argument againft me: Which unriddles a Myftery 1did
not underftand before, though I never was fo foolith as to
believe all the Errors of that Kind were the Effe&ts f
Chance or Ignorance, or that lofing fo many Opporteni-
ties of deftroying the French Fleet had not fome extraor-
dinary, though occult Caufe; and yet, notwithftanding
the reftlefs Attempts of our Enemies, and the paltry Po-
liticks of our own wretched St —n, this Fleet tri-
umphantly defended us, fo that our Enemies in eight
Years War, could not get one Opportunity of invading
our Country,

It is objected, that the Officers of our Fleet may be
corrupted, or that a Storm may arife which may deftroy
it all at once, and therefore we ought to have two Strings
to our Bow. By which I perceive all their Fears lie one
way, and that they do not care if they precipitate us in-
to inevitable Ruin at Home, to prevent a ciftant Poffibi-
lity of it from France. But I think this Phantom too
muy belaid by a well-trained Militia, and then all their
Bug-bears will vanith. This Word can be no fooner out;
but there is a Volley of fmall Shot let fly at me: What
muft we truft our' Safety to an undifciplined Mob, whe
never dreamt of fighting, when they undertook the Ser-
vice; who are not inared to the Fatigue of a Camp, or
ever faw the Face of an Enemy? And then they magnify

: mercenary ‘Troops, as if there was an intrinfick Virtue
! in a Red-coat, or that a Raggamuffin from robbing of
. Hearoofts, in twe Campaigns could be cudgeled igto a

€10,
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Hero. Tho’ I muft confefs the Condu& of the Court-
in induftrioufly enervating this Force, dees in fome mea~
{ure juftify their Objections: For the deteltable Policie
of the laft Reigns were with the utmoft Art and Appli-
catipn to difarm the People, and make the Militia ufe-
lefs, to countenance a Standing Army in order to bring
in Popery and Slavery ; and if any Methods were pro-
pofed to make it more ferviceable, the Court would ne-
ver fuffer them to be debated ; and {uch Officers as were
more zealous in exercifing their Companies than others,
were reprimanded, as if they defign’d to raife a Rebel-
lion. And now the worthy Patriots of this Reign are
taking Advantage of the traiterous Negle€t and infamous
Policies of thelaft. But why may not a Militia be made
ufeful? Why may not the Nobility, Gentry, and Free-
holders of England be trufted with the Defence of their
own Lives, Eftates and Liberties, without having Guar-
dians and Keepers aflign’d them? And why may they
not defend them with as much Vigour and Courage as
Mercenaries who have nothing to lofe, nor any other
Tie to engage their Fidelity, than the inconfiderable Pay
of Six-pence a-day, which they may have from the Con-
queror ? '

Why may not the Laws for fhooting in Crofsbows be
changed into Firelocks, and a competent Number of
them be kept in every Parith for the young Men to exer-
cife with on Holidays, and Rewards offered to the moft
expert, to ftir up their Emulation ?

Why may not the whole Militia of England be redu-
ced to fixty thoufand, and a third part of thofe kept by
turns in conftant Exercife ?

Why may not a Man be lifted in the Militia till he
be difcharged by his Mafter, as well as in the Army till
he be difcharged by his Captain? And why may not the
fame Horfe be always fent forth, unlefs it can be made
appear he is dead or maimed ?

Why may not the private Soldiers of the Army, when
they are di‘perfed in the feveral Parts of the Kingdom,
be fent to the Militia ? And why may not the inferior
‘Officers of the Army in fome proportion command
them ? 1
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1 fay, thefe and other like Things may be done, and
fome of them are done in our own Plantations, and the
Iflands of Ferfey and Guernfiy, as alfo in Poland, Sawit-
zerland, and the Country of the Grifons; which are Na-
tions much lefs confiderable thin England, have as for-
midable Neighbours, no Sea nor Fleet to defend them,
nothing but a Militia to depend upon, and yet no one
dares attack them: And we have feen as great Perfor-
mances done formerly by the Apprentices of London, and
in the late War by the Paudois in Sawoy, the Miquelets
in Catalonia, and the Militia in Ire/and, as can be pa-
rallel'd in Hiftory: And fo it would be with us, if the
Court would give their hearty Affiftance in promoting
this Defign; if the King would appear in Perfon at the
Head of them, and give Rewards and Honour to fuch
as deferve them, we fhould quickly fee the young No-
bility and Gentry appear magnificent in Arms and Equi-
page, fhew a generous Emulation in outvying one ano-
ther in Military Exercifes, and place a noble Ambition
in making themfelves ferviceable to their Country; as
anciently the dcbaians and Thebans from being the moft
contemptible Nations in Greece, by the Conduét of Pe-
lopidas, Epamonidas, and Philopemen, came to have the
beft difciplin’d Troops and moft excellent Soldiers in
the World.

They obje&, that fuch a Militia as this is a Standing
Army, and will be as dangerous, and much more char-
geable. I anfwer ;

That there can be no Danger from an Army where
the Nobility and chief Gentry of England are the Com-
manders, and the Body of it made up of the Freehol-
ders, their Sons and Servants; unle(s we can conceive
that the Nobility and Gentry will join in an unnatural
Defign to make void their own Titles to their Eftates
and Liberties: And if they could entertain {o ridiculous
a Propofition, they would never he obeyed by the Sol-
diers, who will have a Refpe&t to thofe who fend them
forth and pay them, and to whom they muft return a-
gain when their Time is expired. For if I fend a Man,
T will as furely choofe one who fhall fight for me, as a.
Mercenary Officer will choofe one that fhall fight againft
me; aad the late Governments are Witneflesto the Truth

- of
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of this, who debauched the Militia more than ever 1
hope to fee it again, and yet durft never rely upon them
to affift their Arbitrary Defigns; as we may remember in
the Duke of Moumouth’s Invafion, their Officers durft not
bring them near his Army for fear of a Revolt. Nay,
the Penfioner-Parliament themfelves turn’d fhort upon the
Court, when they expeted them to give the finifhing
Stroke to our Ruin.

To the laft Part of the Obje&ion, That this Militia
will be more chargeable than an Army ; I anfwer, That
fince (as I fuppofe) no Man propofes wholly to lay them
afide; if we add the extraordinary Expence of main-
taining twenty thoufand Men to the ordinary Charge of
the Militia, it is much more than fufficient to make the
latter ufeful. But if this Obje&tion were true, it ought
not to enter into Competition with the Prefervation of
our Laws and Liberties ; for it is better to give a third
Part of my Eftate, if it were neceflary, than to have all
taken from me. )

And though it fhould be granted, that a Militia is not
as ferviceable as an Army kept to conftant Difcipline,
yet I believe thefe Genidemen themfelves will confefs,
that fixty thoufand of them trained as before, are as
good as twenty thoufand of their ftanding Troops, which
1s the Queftion; for it’s impoffible to have them both
ufeful at the fame Time, they being as incompatible as
broad and clipt Money, never current together; and
therefore the Coust mult depend wholly upon a Militia,
or clfe they will not depend upon them at all. And
this by the Way may filence that Objeftion, that we
muft keep our Army till the Militia be difciplin’d ; for
that will never be done whillt the Court has an Ar-
my : and the fame Objeftion will be made feven Years
hence as now ; fo that a fmall Army can be of no Ufe
to us, but to make our Fleet neglefted, to hinder the
Militia from being trained, ard enflave us at home; for
they are too few to defend us againft an Invafion, and
too many for the People to oppofe.

I dare fpeak with the greater Affurance upon this Sub-
ject, having the Authority of as great Men as the World
hath produced for my Juftification. Machiavel {pends
feveral Chapters to prove, that no Prince of State oug}:t
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%o fuffer any of their Subjeéts to make War their. Profef-
fion, and that no Nation can be fecure with any other
Forces than a fettlcd Militia. My Lord Bacon in feveral
Places bears his Teftimony againft a Standing Army, and
particularly he tells us, that a Mercenary Army is fitteft
to invade a Country, buta Militia to defend it; becaufe
the firlt have Eftates to get, and the latter to proteét. Mr.
Harrington hath founded his whole Oceana upon a trained
Militia ; and I have lately read a French Book, called a
Hiftory of the Politicks of France, which fays, Enfin f
on veut ruiner Les Anglois il fuffit de les obliger a tenir des
Troapes fur pied. Nay, I believe no Author ever treated
of a Free Government, that did not expre(s his Abhor-
rence of an Army ; for, as my Lord- Bacon fays, who-
ever coes ufe them, though he may {pread his Feathers
for a Time, he will mew them foon after; and raife
them with what Defign you pleafe, yet, like the #ef-
India Dogs, in Boccaline, ina little Time they will cer-
tainly turn Sheep-biters.

Perhaps it will be faid, that the Artiliery of the World
is changed fince fome of thefe wrote, and War is become
more a Myftery, and therefore more Experience is necef-
fary to make good Soldiers.  But wherein does this My--
ftery confift ? not in exercifing a Company, and obeying
a few Words of Command ; thefe are Myfteries that the
dulleft Noddle will comprehend in a few Weeks. Nay,
I have heard that the modern Exercife is much fhorter
and eafier than the Autient. But the great Improvements
inWar are in regularEncampments,Fortification,Gunnery,
fkilful Engineering, {Fc. Thele are Arts not to be learned
without much Labour, and Experience, and are as much
gained in the Clofet as in the Field ; and I fuppofe no
Man will fay, that the keeping Standing Forces 1s necefs
fary to make a good Engireer.

As to attual Experience in War, that is not effential
either to a Standing Army or a Militia, asfuch; but the-
former may be without it, and thelatter gain it according,
as they have Opportunities of A&ion. 'Tis true, at
prefent the Army hath been trained up in a long War,
and hath gained great Knowledge: But thefe Men will
not be loft when they are difbanded, they will be #till in
England; and if the Parliament does give them a Gratu-
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ity fuitable to the Service they have done their Coutitsy,
w&ll be ready to refumie their Arms whenever Occafion
offers.

" But I defire to know of thefe Patriots how comes an
Army neceflary to our Prefervation now, and never fince
the Conqueft before ? Did ever the prevailing Party in
the Wars of York and Lancafler attempt to keep up a
Standing Army- to fupport themfelves? No: They had
more 8enfe than to facrifice their own Liberty, and more
Honour than to enflave their Country, the more eafily
to carry on their own Fation. Were not the Spaniards
as powerful, as good Soldiers, and as much our Enemies,
as the French are now ? Was not Flanders as near us as
France? And the popith Intereft in Queen Elizabeth’s
‘Time as ftrong as the Facobite is now ¢ And yet that moft
excellent Princefs never dreamt of a Standing Army, but
thought her {fureft Empire was to reign in the Hearts of
her Subjes, which the following Story fufficiently tefti-
fies. When the Duke of Alanfon came over to England,
and for fome Time had admired the Riches of the City,
the Conduét of her Government, and the Magnificence
of her Court, he afked her amidft fo much Splendor
where were her Guards? Which Queftion fhe refolved a
few Days after as fhe took him in her Coach through the
City, when pointing to the People, (who received her in
Crowds with repeated Acclamations) Thefe, faid fhe, my
Lord, are my Guards; Thefe have their Hands, their
Jearts, and their Purfes always ready at my Command :
And thefe were Guards indeed, who defended her thro”
a long and fuccefsful Reign of forty four Years againtt alk
the Machinations of Rome, the Power of Spain, a dif-
puted Title, ard the perpetual Confpiracies of her owni
Popifh Subjetts; a Security the Roman Emperors could
mot boaft of, with their Pretorian Bands, and their Eq-
flern and Weflern Armies.

Were not the French as powerful in Char/es the Second
and King Fames’s Time, as they are after this long and
deftruGtive War, and a lefs Alliance to oppofe them ¥
And yet we then thought a muchlefs Army, than is now
contended for,a moft infupportable Grievance; infomuch
that in Charles the Second’s Reign, the Grand-Jury pre-
fented them, and the Penfioner-Parliament voted them I;o’
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¥e 2 Nufance, fent Sir Fof. Wil ——/on to the Tower, fot
faying, the King might keep Guards for the Deferice of
his Perfon, and addreffed to have them disbanded. And
mow our Apoftates would make their Court, by doing
what the worft Parliament ever England faw, could not
think of without Horror and Confufion. They fay the
King of France was in League with cur late Kings, fo he
‘s with us; and he would have broke it then, if he had
thought it fafe, and for his Intereft as much as now.
But they fay we have more difaffeted Perfons to join
with him ; which I muft deny, for I believe no King of
England, in any Age, had defervedly more Intereft than
the Prefent, and if during fuch an expenfive War, in
which we have confumed fo much Blood and Treafure,
paid fuch vaft and unequal Taxes, loft fo many thoufand
Ships, and bore a Shock by recoining our Money, which
would have torn up another Nation from its Foundation,
‘and reduced it to its ancient Chaos, when moft Countrics
would have funk under the Misfortune, and repined at
their Deliverance, (as Men in Sicknefs commonly quarrel
with their deareft Friends) Ifay, if at that T'ime he had
fo greatand univerfal an Intereft, there can be no doubt
but in Times of Peace, when the People reap the Fruits
of that Courage and Conduét he hath thewn in their De-
fence, he will be the moft beloved and glorious Prince
that ever filled the Englifb Throne.

I will make one Affertion more, and then conclude this
Difcourfe, wiz. That the moft likely Way of reftoring
King Fames, is maintaining a Standing Army to keep
him out. ‘

For the King’s Safety ftands upen a Rock, while it
depends upon the folid Foundation of the Affcfions of
the People, which is never to be fhaken, till it is as evi-
dent as the Sun in the Firmament, that there is 2 formed
Defign to overthrow our Laws and Liberties ; but if we
keep a ftanding Army, all depends upon the uncertain
and capricious Humours of the Soldiery, which in all
Ages have produced more violent and f{udden Revolu-
tions, than ever have been known in unarmed Governs
ments: For there is fuch a Chain of Dependance among
them, that if two or three of the chief Officers fhould be
difobliged, or have ]ntrigues with Facobite Miftrefles
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or if the King of France could once again buy his Peni~
fioners into the Court or Army, or offer a better Market
to fome that are in already, we fhall have another Re-.
hearfal Revolution, and the People be only idle Speéta-
tors of their own Ruin. And whofoever confiders the
Compofition of an Army, and doubts this, let him look
back to the Roman Empire, where he will find out of
eweoty-fix Emperors, fixteen depofed and murdered by
their own Armies; nay, Half the Hiftory of the World
is made up of Examples of this Kind : But we need not go
any farther than our own Country, where we have but .
twice kept Armies in Times of Peace, and both Times
they turncd out their own Mafters. The firft under Crom-
wvel/, expelled that Parliament under which they had
fought fuccefsfully for many Years; afterwards under
General Monk they deftroyed the Government they before
fer up, and brought back Char/esthe Second, and he af-
terwards difbanded them, left they might have turned
him out again. The other Inftance is frefh in every one’s
Memory, how King Fames’s Army joined with the Prince
of Orange, now our rightful and lawful King. Aod
what could have been expeéted otherwife from Men of
diffolute and debauched Principles, who call themfelves
Soldiers of Fortune ? Who make Murder their Profeflion,
and enquire no farther into the Juftice of the Caufe, than
how they fhall be paid; who muft be falfe, rapacious,
and cruel in their own Defence. For having no’other
Profeflion or Subfiftence to depend upon, they are forced
to ftir up the Ambition of Princes, and engage them in
perpetual Quarrels, that they may fhare of the Spoils
&hey mzke. Such Men, like fome Sort of ravenous kifh,
fare beft in a Storm ; and therefore we may reafonably
fuppofe they will be better pleafed with the Tyrannical
Government of the late King, than the mild and gracious
Adminiftration of his prefent Majefly, who came ever
10 Ergland.to refcue us from Oppreflion, and he has done
it, and triumphs in it in Spight of his Enemies.

In this Diicourfe I have purpofely omitted {peaking of
the leffer Inconveniences attending a Standing Army,
fuch as frequent Quarrels, Murder, and Kcbberies; the
Deftro&tion of all the &ame in the Country ; the Quar-
tering upon Publick, and tometimes privaie Houfes ; the
Iyfluencing Elections of Fasliament, by an artificial Di-
o T Hributios,
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fribution of Quarters; the rendering fo many Men ufelefs
to Labour, and almoft Propogation, together with a much

reater Deftru&tion of them, by taking them from a la-
Eourious Way of Living, to a loofe idle Life; and be-
fudes this, the Infolence of the Officers, and the De-
baucheries that are committed both by them, and their
Soldiers in all the Towns they come in, tothe Ruin of
Multitudes of Women, Difthonour of their Families, and
ill Example to others; and a numerous Train of Mif-
chiefs befides, almoft endlefs to enumerate. Thefe are
trivial as well as particular Grievances in re(pet of thofe
I have treated aboat, which ftrikee at the Heart’s Blood of
our Conftitution, and therefore I thought thefe not con-
fiderable enough to bear a Part in a Difcourfe of this Na-
ture: Befides, they often procure their own Remedy,
working Miracles, and making fome Men fee that were
born Blind, and impregnable againft all the Artillery of
Reafon ; for Experience is the only Miftrefs of Feols: A
wife Man will know a Pike will bite, when he fees his
Teeth, which another will not make Difcovery of but by
the Lofs of a Finger. )

What [ have faid here againft Standing Armies, I
would be underftood of fuch as are the Inftruments of
Tyranny and their Country’s Ruin, and therefore I need
make no Apology to our own which was raifed by the
Confent of the Parliament, in this juft and neceflary
War, and next under God and our Great and glorious
Deliverer, have by their Bravery and Conduét preferxed
our Liberties, and the Proteftant Religion through Europe.
For if in futare Reigns any Defigns thould be levelled
againft our Laws, we may be affured thefe Men would
be difcarded, and others promoted in their Rooms, who
are fit for fuch arbitrary Purpofes.

Nordo I think it reafonable that our Army fhould be
suined by that Peace, which by their Courage and Fide-
lity they -have procured for their Country; and I doubt
not but the Generofity and Gratitude of the Parliament
will give them a Donative equal to their Commiffions,
which, when the Foreigners are paid and fent Home,
will amount to no extraordinary Sum ; at moft, ’tis but
fuppofing the War to have fix Months longer Continu-
ance, which is an eafy Compofition for the Charge of
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keeping thzm. But if there are any Gentlemen among
them who think we can no otherwife exprefs our Grati-
tude, by figning and fealing our own Ruin, I hope we
fhall difappoint their Expefations, and not give the
World occafion to tell fo foolith a Story of us, as that we
turned to grafs one of the moft powerful Monarchs in the
World for breaking our Laws, that we have maintained
an eight Years War, at the Expence of forty Millions of
Money, and the Blood of three hundred thoafand Men,
to juftify the glorious AQion we have done; that by it
we preferved all Europe befides, and loft our ewn Liber-
ties; at leaR I hope it fhall not be faid we confented”
0o,
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ARGUMENT,
' Shewing, that a~
Standing Army

Is inconfiftent with a Free Government,

and abfolutely deftructive to the Con-
ttitution of the Englifb Monarchy.

With Remarks on the late publithed LIST of
King Fames’s Irifb Forces in France.

Anno 1697.

PREFACE.-
T HE following Confiderations avere awritten, and

defigned to be publifbed foon after the Argument

againfl a Standing Army appeared. But a Re-
port being given ont, That the Advocates for a Standing
Army awould do Wonders on that Subject, ’twas thought
convenient to expelt Their Atchievements, that if their
Succefs fhould prowe in any meafure anfwerable to their
Confidence, the Publick might bawe been no farther impor-
tuned about the Matter. Ithink I may juftly fay, This
Mountain, after all its Pangs and Conwulfions, bas brought
Jorth nothing but a ridiculous Moufe. And therefore I fball
Jubmit to the Fudgment of all impartial Englifomen, what
is here faid in Confirmation of the Argument:. Which I
hope awill be of greater Weight, becaufe taken from our
awn Hiftory, _ B4 A
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An ARGUMENT fhewing, That a Stand-
ing Army, s inconfifent with a Free
Government, and abfilutely defiruétive to
the Conflitution of the Englith Monarchy.

\

PART IL

E have much Talk of a Standing Army whick
is to-be in- the Time of Peace, but no Body
can tell us what they are to do: We know
their ufual Commiffion is to kill and flay ; But where is
the Enemy ? Men talk of this with as much Certainty,
as if they were already eflablifhed. Which is yet the
more furprifing, if we refleét on one of the Articles of
Lharge againtt the late King Fames. Itis plain theres
fore that all this is Pra&ice, and thac thefe bold Fore-
ftallers of Parliaments wounld fain ena& without Doors,
which from the Foundation of this Kingdem was never
attempted within, '
~"Fhefe Gentlemen are alfo pleafed to affirm it neceffas
1y to byve a valt Body of Forces continued on foot =
Whereas ‘vie irft Proje&t we find for a Standing Army,
in the Year 1629, requires only three thoufand Foot
in conftant Pay,” to bridle the Impertinence of Parlia-
ments; to over-awe the Parliament and Nation ; to
make Edi&ts to be Laws; to force upon the People valt
Numbers of Excifes ; and in fhort, to overturn the whole
Frame of this noble Eng/is Government. Whoever
bas a Mind to perufe that dangerous Scheme in Rufb-
avorth’s Appendix, pag. 12. and what he fays of it in
his Hiflory, will fee enough.

I marvel whofe Advocates thefe Men are in this Mat-
ter: For Iam fatisfied none of thofe brave Englifbmen,
who have fought honourably abroad, ever meant, when
the Service was over, to be a Charge, Burden and Ter-
Tor at home to their own Country; nor to disfranchife
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us of two of our Native Liberties, Freedom from Mar-
tial Law, and Billetting of Soldiers; and thereby di-
redly to take away from themfelves, as well as from
their Fellow-fubjets, one half of the Benefit of the Pe-
tition of Right, and in confequence the other half too,
The Freedom of their Perfons and Eftates.

I thall therefore confider of a Standing Army, with-
out minding who is for it, er who is againft it in this
Age, and only fhew what are like to be the Confequen-
ces of it in future Reigns. And I have Reafon to do
thus, becaufe if the Parliament give the beft King a
Standing Army, the worft King fhall hereafter claim
and have it

We have many Inflances where Parliaments in 2 kind
Fit, by one fudden Grant, have entailed a World of
lafting Mifery upon the Nation. I will mention but
oae ; The Kingdom was newly delivered from a bitter
Tyrant, I mean King Fob=, and had likewile got rid of
their perfidious Deliverer the Dauphin of Frauce ; who
after the Engli/p had accepted him for their King, had
fecretly vowed their Extirpation, which the (a) ¥ifcount
of Melun, a Frenchman, being at the Point of Death,
difclofed & they were moreover blefled with a young
Prince, of whom they conceived mighty Hopes, in the
Hands of a very wile and honeft Council. This was
Life from the Dead, and a true Revolution. In the
Tranfport of all this Happinefs, about the 7th Year of
this new King, Henry the ‘Third, the Parliament grant-
ed him the Wardthip of their Heirs, Kuighton, p. 2430.
records it thus ; Magnates dngliz concefersnt Regi Hen-
yico Wardas Heredum & terrarum fuarum, quod fuit ini=
tium multorum malerum in Anglia. He fays, this Grant
was the Beginning of many Mifchiefs in England. In
the Year 122z thefe Mifchiefs had their Rife and Begin-
ning ; but where they ended, no old Chronicle could e=
ver tell : For after this intolerable Bondage had conti-
nued above four handred Years, the Nation at laft ran-
fomed themfelves in our Time by giving the Excife. It
is a Grief to all After ages to find a Parliament fo mife-
rably overfeen, for they both miftook their Man ; and@
the hopeful Prince proved as bad as if the very Soul of
- %4) Dagiel, p, 143,
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his Father Fobz had paffed into him, which is the com-
mon Charatter given him by all the Antient Hiftorians:
And then they utterly miftook the Nature of the Grant,
and did not forefee what a Mifery and Vaflalage it
might prove to their Pofterity. Iappealto all theAntient
Nebility and Gentry, who know any thing of the Af-
fairs of ‘their own Families, whether it was fo er not :
And yet thefe were honeft and brave Men, who would
rather have died than have been the Authors of fo much
Mifchief: but they were led by falfe Appearances, that
by having the King Guardian of their Children, they
could not be wronged ; they would have the beft Edu-
cation at Court, ftand fair for future Preferment, and
that a happier Provifion for their Pofterity could not be
made : Neither could it, for the very Learning which
this inftru&tive Paflage has given to their late Pofterity,
countervails all the Mifchiefs that are paft.

But the Advocates for a Standing Army tell us, That
though the Wards by being annexed to the Crown, and
fo becoming a Prerogative, could not be parted with,
which was the Caufe of the long Continuance of that
Mifchief, after it was known and felt to be fo; yet all
this is cured by making the A& Temporary, and fettling
a Standing Army esly during his Majefly’s Reign, or for
Years, or they know not how. 1 find they have agreat
Mird te their Cucumber, for they are content to have it
drefled and pickled any Way.

I anfwer, That fucceeding Princes, if they find an
Army, will keep it, and will not trouble themfelves
whether the Law be temporary or Perpetual. A plaig
Inftance we have of this in the Cuftoms: For tho’ Tun-
nage and Poundage, and the other Impofitions, are a
Subfidy and free Gift, and the King’s Anfwer to the Bill
thanks the Subjects for their Good-wills. And though
Parliaments have always ufed fuch Cautions and Limi-
tations in thofe Grants, as might prevent any Claim, and
heretofore limited them to a fhort Time, as for a Year
or two; and if they were continued longer, they have
dire@led a certain Space of Ceflation, or Intermiffion,
that fo the Right of the Subje& might be the more evi-
dent; at other times they have been granted upon Qcca-
fion of War for a certain Number of Years, with Pi}o-
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vifo, that if the War were ended in the mean time, then

the Grant fhould ceafe; and of courfe they have been,

fequeftred into the Hands of fome Subje@s for the guard-
ing of the Seas :

Notwithftanding all this, though the Parliament fo
carefully guarded their Grants, yet King Charles the Firft
took this Subfidy without any Grant at all, for fixteen
Years together ; tho’ feveral Parliaments in the mean
time forbad the Payment of it, and voted all thofe to be
publick Enemies that did not’ refufe it, The like did
his Son the late King Fasmes till his Parliament gave it
him: and in his firft Speech to them he demanded it as
his own, by the Name of y Reverue. And why then
fhall not another Prince come and fay the fame, Give
me my Army, if he ever have a Parhament to atkk? To
limit a Prince with Laws where there is an Army, is to
bind Sampfon with his Locks on.

Having made appear, that an Army now will be an
Army always, I come in the next Place to fhow, what
the Confequences of it will be, both by the Expericnce
of former Ages, and by the Nature of the Thing.

In all Ages and Parts of the World, a Standing Army
has been the never-failing Inftrument of enflaving a Na-
tion ; which Richard the Second, (Walfing. pag. 354.)
compafling to do here in England, accordingly ufed the
Means. For the Safety of his Perfon, he aflembled ro-
gether (multos Malefaltores) a great Number of profli-
gate Perfons out of the County of Chefier, who fhould
keep Watch and Ward continually about him in their
Turns. This Life-guard of his confifted of four thou-
fand Archers; who committed fuch Outrages amongf}
the People, over-awed the Parliament, and aided him in
his Tyrannical Proceedings in fuch a manner, as could
not be believed, if it were not wituefled by a whole Par-
liament, and his own Confeflion, (4) Art. the sth. I

n

(&) Ttem, “Tempore quo idem Rex in Parliamento, f1o fecit ad-
judicari Ducem Glouceftrie, & Comites Arundell & Warwick ut
liberius poffit exercere ‘Crudelitatem in eofdem, & voluntatem fuam
injuriofam in- aliis adimplere, fibi' attraxit multitudinem magnam
© Malfa@orum-de Comitaty Ceftrie, quorsm quidam cum tiazfeuntes
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In fhort, tho® many of thofe Chsire Men plunder’d
and lived upon Free-quarter ; beat, wounded, killed and
ravithed where-ever they came: Yet becaufe they ena-
bled him to execute all his cruel and arbitrary Defigns
in Parliament, he countenanced them in all their Crimes,
as confiding in them, and trufting in their Defence of
him againit all the Realm befide: For which Caufe all
the Lieges of his Realm had great Matter of Commotion
and Indignation.

This Parliament was in the 21ft of his Reign, and in
it the Frame of this Englip Government was quite de-
ftroyed. 1 need not fhew in what Particulars,” for that
is done already by Bacon, and many. other Lawyers.
But in thort, the King was made abfolute, and the whole
Power of Parliament, which might remedy Things after-
wards, was given up: Far it was made Treafon for any
Man to endeavour to repeal any of the Asbitrary Confti-
tutions that were then made,

I am even athamed, when I obferve former Princes
fo zealous for opprefling and wronging a Nation, and fo
bent upon it, to refle® how cold and remifs many Sub.
Je&ts have been at all Times,  and how unconcerned to
preferve their indifpenfible Rights, which are the very
Being both of themfelves and their Pofterity : To fee
King Fobn ready to pawn his Saul, and offer Miramolim
the Emperor of Morrocco to turn Turd, and to make
his Kingdom tributary to him only, to get his Afliftance
to enflave this Nation and SubjeCs to take no Care of
their -Eng/ifb Liberties, which certainly are proved to be
warth keeping by the Eagernefs of bad Princes to take
them away.

But to return to eur Che/bire-men, and to the Parliament
which they bad in Charge, Sagittariis inwmerabilibus

wallate,

per Rognum, tam infra Regis hofpitium quam extra, Ligeos Reghi
crudeliter occiderunt, & quofdam yerberaverunt, vulneraverunt, &
deprzdarunt bona populi, & pro fuis victualibus folvere recufarunt,
& Uxores & alias mulieres rapuerunt, & licet fupes eerum hujuf-
modi exceflibus graves querimoniz deferebantur ad awdientiam dicti
Domini Regis ; Idem tamen Rex fuper his juftitiam, feu remedium
facere non curavit, fed favebat iifdem gentibus in maleficis eorum ;
Confidens in iis & corum prafidio, contra quofeunque 'ﬂl.os Regni,
Ppropter quod fideles u(ni fui magnam commotieniy & iadigaseny
maseriam habweroat,  Deew, Jorip, Col. 2743,
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wallato, walled about with an infinite number-of Arch-
ers, as it is deferibed Artic. 4. The Parliament was here-
by fo overawed, that in what they did were Magis timore
Regis ducti quam mentium ratione, led more by . If
fear of the King than their Confciences ; their *~ ¢ "z
Souls were not their own. And befides the Standing
Awe and Terror which this Guard was to beth Houfes
during their Seflion, their happened a Paflage at laft
which put them all into a very great Fright: It is thus
fet down by Stow, p. 316. ¢ And then licence being
¢ had to depart, a great ftir was made, as is ufed ; Where-
¢ upon the King’s Archers, in number 4000, compafled
¢ the Parliament Houfe (thinking there had been in the
Houfe fome Broil by fighting) with their Bows bent,
their Arrows notched, and drawing ready to fhoot, to
the terror of all that were there; but the King here-
with coming, pacified them.” :
Thefe Men did the King fuch acceptable Service, that
hecould do no lefs than make fome return to his Imple-
ments, which he did in honouring Che/bire for their fakes,
In this Seflion of Parliament he made it a Principnlity,
Cap. ¢.and himfelf Prince of Chefbire: And fo as Bacon
fays, Countries goup, and Kingdoms go deawn : This had ne«
wer rifen again but by a happy Revolution, which fol-
lowed in lefs than two Years, So much for the Chefbire-
men.

But what fignify the Proceedings of this villanous Crew
to an Army, who are all of them Men of Honour, and
perhaps in Parliament time fhall be ordered a hundred
Miles off ? thefe cannot wall in, furround, begirt and be-
fet a Parliament, nor confequently hinder it from being 2
Free Parliament. That Ideny, for I hope fuch an
Army may differ in Judgment, and can petition a Parlia-
ment at that diftance ; and we very well know that theix
Defires are always Cemmands. The Parliament in 41,
long before there was any breach with the King, were in
a fair way to have been petitioned out of doors by an
Army 150 miles off, tho’ there was the Clog of aScotch
Army atthe heels of them, whoupon the leatt Motion
would certainly have followed. And if Deazill Holles
had not locked the Doors, and communicated the Mat-
er to the Houfe, who immediately fell upon the Oﬂi:he:a
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that were Members, Colonel 4burnbam, Willmot, Pole
lard, &c. and quathed the Defign, it had brought the
whole Nation into great Confufion. The Petition of an
Army is like that of the Cornifb-men in Henry the Se-
venth’s Time; it is always a ftrong Petition.

Nay, an Army could not go out in this hnmble way
to over-rule a Parliament. If they are in being, they in-
fluence ; and in Ce/ar’s ealy way they conquer, by look-
ing on. The very Reputation of a Force to back them,
will make all Court Prapofals fpeak big, tho’ never fo
contrary to the Intereft of the Nation. ~For there is no
debating ror difputing againft Legions. It will tempt
them to do many things they durft anot otheawife think
of : What is much out of our reach, rarely is the Objeét
of our Thoughts ; but the Facility of Execution is ge-
nerally the firft Motives to an Attempt. Neow it isabun-
dantly the Intereft of Court-Flatterers to live under a
corrupt Reign. 'Then Bribes and Confifcations fill their
Coffers. No Man’s Wife or Daughter is free from their
Luft, or Eftate from their Avarice. They extort Pre-
fents from the Nobility, Goods from the Tradefmen,
and Labour from the Poor. Tn fhert, all is their own.
And ’tis to be feared, thefe Gentlemen (unlefs they have
more Vertue than ufually falls to their Share) will put
Princes upon fuch Counfels as promote their own Ad-
vantage. 'They will tell them how mean itis to be awed
by a few Country Gentlemen, when all the Kings in Ex-
rope befides are got out of Pupilage, as Lowis X1 called it,
They will fill their heads witha thoufand trifling Jealou-
fies of Monfters, Commonwealths, and fuch like Bug-
bears: and it hath been difficult even for the wifeft Princes
to free themfelves from this fort of Cattle. Falfe Pro-
phets fball arife that fball deceive ewen the Ele. No-
thing but the Fear of Punifhment, and the being made a
Sacrifice to the People’s juft Revenge, can make fuch Men
honeft: But if they have an Army to protect them, all
thefe Confiderations are-Jaid afide, and all Arguments are
anfwered ina Word, The King has an Army. The King
bas an Army, fops all Mouts, and cuts off all Reply.
It is as if it fhould be faid, Set your hearts at reft, for
the King has all Power in his hands, and you havenone:
ide has all your Eftates, Lives and Liberties, umg_: d}:is
: irdle :



with a Free Gouvernment. 39

Girdle: Slaves, and talk! The King has an Army, is a
confuting Anfwer to every thing but a better Army, which
Thanks be to God and his prefent Majefty wehave found.
Butas we are not to live upon Miracles, fo we are not to
tempt Dangers.

I have ftayed the longer upon this Point in fhewing
how inconfiftent an Army is with the Freedom of Parlia.
ment, becaufe they being the Keepers of our Exgli/b Li«
berties, can ill perform that Office, when they have
parted with their Power into other hands. They are the
laft Refort of the Subjett for the Redrefs of their Grie-
vances. But how fhall they relieve the poor Roy/for-men,
for inftance, from the Oppreflion and Infolences of the
Soualdiery, when perhaps they fhall be fubje& to thelike
themfelves ? The Projetors are aware of this terrible In-
convenience, and therefore they propofe an Expedient,
That it fhall be the King’s Army, but the Parliameng
fhall have the paying of them; whereby they fhall be
as much the Parliament’s humble Servants as the Parlia.
ment their proper Malfters. :

“ Much atone I believe. For the Long Parliament had
not fuch a King and Parliament Army as this, but an
Army that was all their own, their Creatures, as the
Court-word is; raifed, lifted, commiffioned, and paid
wholly by themfelves, and not in Partnerfhip ; and that
had manfully fought all their Battles: And yet upon the
firtt DiRafte they were pleafed to take, they diftrefled their
ewn Mafters, and with a high hand forced them to banith
eleven of their principal Members, Denzil Holles, Six
Phillip Stapylton, Glyn, and fuch other great Mer. Sir
Philip Stapylton died in his Banifhment. At another time
they would not fuffer near a hundred Members to enter
intothe Houfe, whom they thought not well affeGed to
the Bufinefs then in hand, and at the fame time evil in-
treated and imprifoned about forty Members. This they
called purging the Houfe. After they bad thus handled
them at feveral times, in conclufion, the Officers came
and reprimanded the Houfe, bid take away that Fool's
Bawbe the Mace, violently pulled the Speaker out of the
Chair, drove out the Members, and locked up the Doors,
and fo good night to the Parliament. The Wifdom of
that Parliament may have been very great, but 3;1 was

~ on-



40 Standing Armies inconfifient

Nonfenfe for them to think, that an Army does not know
itsown Strength.For without dear-bought]Experience any
body may know before-hand what will be the natural
Confequences of a Standing Army. From the Day youw
fet them up, you fet up your Mafters; you put yourfel-
ves wholly into their hands, and are at their difcretion.
It is the Conqueft of the Nation in the filenteft, thorteft,
snd fureft way. They are able todifpofe of your Lives
and Eftates at Will and Pleafure: And what can a fo-
reign Conquer domore ? If after this we live and poffefs
any thing, ’tisbecaufe they let us: and how long that
fhall be, neither we, no nor they themfelves know.

Nay, in many refpets an authorized Standing Army
is far worfe than a foreign Invafion, and a Conqueft from
abroad. For there we have a chance for it; but this is
a Conqueft in cold Blood, which may not be refifted.
And we lofe the infeparable Rights of the Conquered,
which is to refcue and deliver themfelves, and throw off
the Yoke as foon as they can. It is likewife a great Ag-
gravation of our Mifery, to be enflaved at our Coft and
Charges : Be fides the bitter Refentments of Unkindnefs
and Breach of Truft, if it be done by thofe who ought te
prote&t us, and providebetter for us; at leaft fhould not
leave us in a worfe Condition than they found us. But
above all, if we contribute to our own Thraldom by our
Folly, Flattery and little felf-feeking ; if the Deftruc-
tion of us and our Pofterity be of ourfelves, that Re-
fettion hereafter will have a Sting in it; and it will not
be enough to fay, Who would have thought it ?

Now 1n being over-poweeed and conquered by a Fo-
reign Enemy we contra&t none of this Guilt, and fuffer it
as a bare Calamity. But there is no great fear of that,
for the Duke d¢ Rebar is our Guarantee that we cannot
be conquered from abroad ; who in a fpiteful Defcription
of England fays, it is a great Animal that can be de-
froyed by nothing but iffelf. - Every body muft die
when their time is come : And Empiresas well as private
Men mutt fubmit to Time and Fate; Governments have
their Infancy, their Meridian and their Decay ; and the
Preludes to their Deftru&tion are generally] Luxury and

‘Pride, Slath, Prodigality, Cowardice, Irreligion, Selg
. T o mtere
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Mterek, and an univerfal Negle& of the Publick. God
grant this be not the Condition of a Nation I know.

Well, ’tis all one ; for let a Standing Army be what is
will, ftill we muft have it for this unanfwerable Reafon,
wiz. The Defence of the Nation from a faddem Invafion :

Jor unlefs, {ay they, you have an Army to lie leiger, you -
are liable to be overrun by a foreign Enemy €'re you are a-
aware ; and you will fheav lefs Wit than Filop’s Rbinocew
05 ;. you will have your Men to raife, and your Tecth to
whet, when you fbould ufe them. This Thought I con-
fefs is very natural and obvious, and therefore could not
poffibly efcape our wife Forefathers ; yet we canot learn
that ever they put it in pradtice, which is a great fign they
did notlike 1t. No, we are all well affured that they
would not have fuffered a Mercenary Army to defend the
Nation if they would have done it gratis. They would
rather have miftrafted it would double the Invafion, and
make it as big again as it was. Ido not {peak this by
guefs, but have it from the wife Sir Robert Cotton, who
being-confulted, 3 Caro/i, in a difficult State of Affairs,
amongft other things gave this Advice at the Council-
Table: Rufworts, pag. 469. There muff be, to avith-
JPand a Foreign Invafion, a propertien of Sea and Land
Forces.  Andit is to be confidered, that no March by Land
can be of that fpeed to make bead againft the landing of an
Enemy : Then that follows, That there is mo fuch Pre.
@ention as to be Mafler of the Sea. '
. For the Land Forces, if it avere for an offenfive War,
the Men of lefs Liveliboodavere befi fpared ; and ave ufed
Sormerly to make fuch Wars Purgamenta Reipublice, if
awe made no farther Purchafe by it. But for the Safety.
of the Commonwealth, the Wifdom of all times did never
intruf} the Publick Caufe to any osher than to fuch as bad
@ Portion in the Publick Adventure.  And that we faws
in eighty eight, awbhen the Care of the Yueen and of the
Council did make the Body of that lasge Army no ether thaw
of the Trained Bands.

In the fame Advice to the King hedets him know how
the People refented his keeping up an Army in the Win-
ter, tho we were then in War both with Fraace and Spain..
The words are thefe : ' ‘
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And the dangerous Diftafies to the People are not a_tirel;
improved by the unexampled Courfe, as they coucéive, of re-
taining an Inland Army in Winter ﬂj;){l, awhen former
Times of general Fear, as-in_¢ighty eight, produced none
JSuch s and makes them in their diftraied Fears conjelure
idly, it was raifed wholly to fubjedt their Fortunesto the
Will of Power rather than of Law, and to make good
JSome farther Breach upon their Liberties and Freedoms at
Home, rather than defendus from auy Force abroad. And
tells the King the Confequences of thefe Jealoufies is
worthy a prudent and preventing Care.

But wbhat fignify the Proceedings of former Ages to us?
fay the ProjeQors, the World is firangely altered, and the
Poaver of France fs become fo formidable, that it cax
wever be oppofed in the Elizabeth avqy.  They ftill keep
up an Army of three or four hundred taoufand Men, and
how fhall us defend ourfelves againft all thofe, without
ten or fifteen thoufand difciplined Trops ?

I think the Author of the Argument, page 18.and
19, hath fufficiently fhewed the Difficulty, sf not Im-
poftibility, of a Foreign Invafion, whilft we are fuperior
at Sea ; the great improbability the Freach King fhould
engage in fuch a Defign, and much greater he fhould
fucceed init. Bur that we may for ever lay this Goblin,
we will admit our Fleets to be kidnapp’d by an ‘unlucky:
Wind, whilft the French land twenty thoufand Men in
our Country. To in gratitude for this Conceflion I hope
my Adverfaries will grant that their Fleet cannot get back
again without our mesting with them, (fince the fame.
Wind that carries them home, will carry us out); or, if
they will not be fo good-natur’d as to allow this, I will
undertake for them (for we live in an undertaking Age)
that they will agree we fhall ingercept their Supplies.
Then the Cafe is thus, That twenty thoufand Men, of
which few can be Horfe, are landed in Englaud, without
any humame probability of being fupplied from a-
broad. .

I fay, this Army fhall never march twenty miles into
the Country ; for they cannot put themfelves in a march-
ing Pofture in lefs than a fortnight or three weeks ; and
by that time we may have 100000 Milita drawn dowa
mpan them, whercof ten thoufand fhall be Forfe, and as

many
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sany Dragoons as we pleafe : And if this Militia does
nothing elfe but drive the Country, cut off their Foragers.
and Stragglers, pofiefs themfelves of the Defiles, and
intercept Provifions, their Army muft be deftroyed in a
imall Time.

Of this Kind I eould give many Inftances out of Hif-
tory : But becaufe antient Ones they fay, will not fit our
Purpofe, I will give you a late one out of Irelaxd.

1. I think it will be readily agreed, there are ten
Men in England, for one in Ireland.

2dly. That King #illiam had more Englifband Scotch
to join with him in Ireland, than the Freach King hath
Malecontents in Ire/and.

3dly. That even our Militia have more Courage than
Irifbmesr.  And yet tho’ we had eight thoufand Horfe
and above thirty thoufand Foot in Ire/and, and a great
Part of the Country in our Poffeflion, yet we were. more
than four Yearsin conquering the Reft, and almoft 2 Mi-
racle we did it then. And I believe no Man will deny,
if we could not have fupplied our Army from England,
but they had all there perifhed ; fuch is the Advantage of
fighting upon one’s own Dunghill. .

And to fhew what Treatment the French are like to
meet with in Exgland, I will put you in Mind of the
Purbeck Invafion, which was fo private, that it was feen.
only by an old Man and a Boy : And yet though the
Country thought the Government againf them, we had
above forty thoufand Volunteers in Arms, in two or three
Days Time, who came thither on their own Accord to
give them the Meeting; and if they had been there, I
- doubt not would have given 2 good Account of them,
Our Court when it was over fhewed their Diflike of it,
and quellioned the Sheriff of Dorfet/bire about it. And
though we have forgot it, yet I believe the Fremch will
remember Purbeck ; for it fhewed the true Spirit and Ge-
nius of the Engli/b Nation.

To conclude, The whole Management of this Proje&t
is ridiculous; but the fatal Confequences of it require
deeper Thought: For when we have fooled ourfelvesin-
to the Bondage of a Standing Army, how fhall we ever
get out of it again? Not as the Nation freed themfelves
{rom the Court of Wards, We cannot buy it off for

. twQ
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two very good Reafons: No Money will be taken for it
and we fhall have Nothing to give which is not theirs al-
veady : Our Eftates, Lives and Liberties will be all at
their Command. They will have the Keys of our Mo-
ney, and the Titles to our I.ands in their Power.

This laft and irreparable Mifchief and Mifery the Pro-
je€tors had prepared for us. But under a gracious King
and a wife Parliament, I hope we fhall never fee it:
His Majefty’s Declaration is dire&ly againfta Standing
Army, A4s a Means to affif all Arbitrory Defigns, and
thereby enflave the Nation; dire@ly againft all wicked
Attempts of Conqueft, and all Defpotick Government ;
*tis full of Liberty and Property in every Part: So that
we are f{ure to be fafe on that fide. And this Declaration
was fo highly valued, and fo wholly relied upon by the
Parliament, that it is incorporated into our Laws as the
only Redrefs of our paft Grievances and Oppreflions, and
the beflt Foundation of eur future Happinefs: And with
entire Confidence that his Majefty would continue to act
in purfuance of that Declaration, the Parliament refolved
that he fhould be, andbe declared King. So thatit isto
be accounted the Pac?a Conventa of this Government.

Here I know the ProjeGors will fay, That the Army-
condemned by the Declaration, was the late King Fames’s
Army, kept up in Time of Peace, without Confent of
Parliament ; whereas this Standing Army is to be kept up-
with their Confent. '

True it was fo, and therefore it was a Riot and unlaw-
ful Affembly every Hour it ftood ;and having no Law for.
it, it might have been prefented or indiéted ; to no Pur-
Eofe indeed : But as an Invafion upon the Subjeét it might

e refifted and pulled down as a Nufance, whenever the
Nation found themfelves able. But fuppofe this Army
bad been made Part of the Conftitution, and had obtained
an A& of Parliament for it, which is as much as we can
have for a King or a Queen; what then had become of
us? They were Aids and Inftruments of Arbitrary Go«
vernment before, but then they had been legal Inftru-
ments, and had enflaved us by Aathority. Infhort we
could not have relicved ourfelves from them, nor any one
elfe in our Behalf, becaufe our own A& and Deed would
kave always been good againft ws. Thedelightful Notion:

: : we
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we know his Majefty by, is that of our Deliverer, which
he was upon this Occafion. But thefe mifchievousProjectors
would tarn it into fuch a Deliverance, as if we had been
helped over a Ford, to be afterwards loft in the Sea.
And as to the Parliamer:t, we are fafe on that Side, for a
Reafon, amongf others, which is in the Declaration in
thefe” Words: And it camnot be imagined that thofe whe
bave invited us, or thofe that have already eome to affiff
us, will join in a wicked Defign of Conqueft, to make void.
their own Titles to their Honours, Eftates and Inserefis,

A POSTCRIPT,

With Remarks on a late publifbed List of
Irith Papifts, now in the French King’s
Service.

HE Advocates for 4 Standing Army having Tately

publithed a Lift of an Army of Zrif6 and other
Papifts now in the Freach King’s Service, which they fay
are ready when called for, I could not let that Paper
go, without fome Remarks; becaufe it informs us of
fome things, that, if I miftake not, deferve the Confi-
deration of all true Engli/b men, and are as followeth.

1. That there is in France an Army of eighteen thou-
fand Iri/b and other Papifts, with King Fasmes at the Head
of them,

2. ‘That they are ready to be tranfported hither when
called for,

3. They give broad Hints that there is a Sort of Mew
amongit us, who will call for them.

: ' 4. That
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4. That thefe J-i/b and their Correfpondents will 4na
fwer whatever has been or fhall be writtenagainft a ftand-
ing Army.

. To thefirft I anfwer, that though the Iri/ are the beft

Troops in the World to plunder, murder, and maffacre
the innocent and defencelefs People, yet they are the
worft of all Soldiers when they meet with Refiftance.
The late War in Ireland, particularly the Siege of Lon-
don-derry, and the routing of Fuflin Maccarty, one of
their beft Officers, who was at the Head of a confidera-
ble Army, by z fmall Number of the defpifed Militia,
has abundantly demonftrated this Truth, And it deferves
the Refentment of the Exg/j/s Nation, to find the Ene-
mies of their Country endeavouriny at latt to fright them
with that defpicable Crew, when the Terror they would.
have given us of the French Armies has proved ineffectual.
Befides, the Freneh King is in Pofleffion of thefe Iri®
Troops ; they ferve him, and are paid by him: And no
Man but a publick Boutefeu would have the Confidence
to fay, He will lend them to King Fames to invade us:
For what will that be lefs than declaring a new War ¢
And they who think it in the Power of the French King
to affift King Fames againft us, without any Breach of
thelate Treaty, do ineffect fay, That due Care has not
been taken of the Nation, than which there cannot bea
more {candalous Reflection on his Majefty.

To the fecond and third of their Menaces I fhall only
Gy, that it is fomewhat Extraordinary, that Men fhould
dare publickly to avow their Correfpondence with our
‘Enemies, to own themfelves acquainted with their De-
figns againft us, to threaten the People with an Army of
Irifp Banditti, and to let us know that there are fome
amongft us ready to join them. But the Great Council of
the Nation being now aflembled, will urdoubtedly make
fuch Provifion for our Safety, that neither they nor their
Correfpondents fhall be able to hurt us.

In the laft Place they tell us, that this is an Anfwer to
The Argument againfi a flanding Army,and to all that has
or fhall be written on that Subjeét. Here’s thorough
Work indeed : And it is Pity it thould want a Place in
the nexi Eduion of the Jrifs Wifdom. Mr, Bayes's fight-

ing
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ingfingly againft whole Armies is nothing to it : For he
like a modeft Man, was only for routing fuch as fhould
be raifed, and never once dreamt of deftroying them bes
fore they had a Being.

Itis hoped therefore that this lat Goblin will do us ne
miore hurt than all the Reft, that have been induftrioufly
;aifed to terrify the People, and to difturb the Publick

eace.




ALETTER from the Author of the
Argument againft a Standing Army,
to the Author of the Ballancing Letter,

S IR,

H O’ the Journeymen Scribblers with all theif

] Scurrility can’t provoke me to give them an

Anfwer, yet when I fee myfelf levell’'d at in
fuch foft Language and Gentleman-like Behaviour, I am
the more afraid; Timeo Panaos, & dona ferentes.

You have been pleas’d in your laft Paragraph to own
the Matter to be fo nice and important, that it ought
to be feverely examin’d without falfe Colours and po-
pular Rhetorick ; and you are pleas’d to give yourfelf
the Charaéter of one zealous for Liberty, a great Adven-
turer for it, and to have a great Stake in it. If you
are the Gentleman I guefs you to be, I believe your
Stake is now confiderable; but you being a great Ad-
venturer in getting it, it is not worth magnifying your-
felf for it: which gives me Occafion to fay I am not of
a defperate Fortune, and what Stake I bave being pro-
vided for me by my Anceftors, I am more afraid of lo-
fing it than if it were my own Acquifition.. And after
this thort Preface, I will proeced to examine into the Mat-
ser without falfe Colours or popular Rhetorick.

o I think your Letter hath fhew’d thefe three Things.
1. What you would have.
2. How long you would have it

3. For what Reafons.
: Firfy
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Firft, T perceive you would have us believe we have
an Honourable Peace to the Wonder of the World, and
that nothing can hurt us but Animofities and Jealoufies
amongft ourfelves: And fecondly, you would have a
Land Force to maintain this Pesce. Now, Sir, I muft
beg your Pardon if my Faith differs from your’s; for
I can’t believe we have an Honourable Peace in cafe
we are oblig'd to keep up a Standing Force to maintain
it. Peace is a Ceflation of the Exercife of the Ufe of
Arms, that we may with Safety turn our Swords into
Plough-fhares, and Spears into Pruning-hooks ; and the
Prayers of the Church commanded by his Majefty for
Thank{giving for this Peace, have taken in that very
Text: And if this our Peace will not anfwer this Cha-
rafter, it is not fuch a Peace as you would have us be-
lieve we are blefs’d with. EBut fince we have not fuch
a Peace (for you know better than I) I will go on for
Argument-fake with your’s, to fupply this Imperfe&tion
in it. You are pleas’d to fay, Page 3. when you feem
to prepare us to -confider of the Neceflity of a Land
Force, you are far from the Thoughts of a Standing Ar-
my. Now I'lltell you, Sir, what I apprehend a Stand-
ing Army to be ; Horfe and Foot rais’d under Commif-
fion granted by the King, with Swords and Pifols,
Pikes and Mufkets, Powder and Ball to kill Men. If
you by your Land Force mean none of all thefe, Iam
very impertinent in differing with you. But till you are
pleas’d to diftinguifh your Land Force from this Defcrip-
tion, I belive all Men will think you mean the fame by
a Land Force, as I do by a Standing Army ; which if you
do, then you have declar’d your Thoughts againft it,
and made yourlelf guilty of the moft apparent Contras
diction that ever I faw wrote in fo good a Stile.

The next Thing you fhew is, How long you would
have thefe Land Forces continue, and that is from Year
to Year: Which put me in Mind of a Covenant us'd
in conveying Lands in Holland, whereby the Seller war-
rants the Land to the Purchafer for a Year and a Day,
which, according to their Law, is for ever; and fo, L
fuppofe, when you fay from Year to Year, you mean i
Jecula feculorum, as will appear by and by, '

Vou. L C The
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The third Thing is, for what Reafons you would have
this. And, Firft, you abhor to give his Majefty a Jea-
loufy of hisPeople, as if he were not fafe amongft them
without Guards: But you fay the Cafc at prefent is,
Whether, confidering the Circumftances that we and our
Neighbours are now in, it may not be prudent and necef-
fary for us to keep up a reafonable Force from Year to
Year; and fo you feem to lay a great Strefs upon the
Fathion of other Countries. Youfay Pag. 4. the whole
World, more particularly our Neighbours, have now got
inte the miftaken Notion of keeping up a mighty Force ;
and the moft powerful of thefe happens to be our next
Neighbour, who will very probably keep up great Ar-
mies, and we may appear too inviting if we are in an
unguarded Condition.

Now, Sir, as to the Fathion of other Countries. I re-
member that God having declared Laws to the Ifrae/ites,
commanded them to keep them, and not to follow or
hanker after the Fathions of other Nations, either in
Worthip or Government, And if we are in the Fafhion
of our Neighbours in having an Army, we muft have
their fathioned Government too. It is the Fathion of the
French King to have a Standing Army, and it is the Fa-
fhion of his Subjeéts to be Slaves under that Standing Ar-
my. 1 obferve Men that are addiGted to Fathions, follow
them in every Thing. Now to be Freemen under a
Standing Army is not the Fafhion of our Neighbours.
And I am afraid we fhall never think ourfelves compleat-
ly in the Fafhion till we have got Wooden Shoes
£o0.

But I fee, Sir, you are not {fo much a Fop as to be in
the Fathion, for Fathion Sake, but that you think there
is a Neceflity for it ; for you are afraid of being invaded
by eur Neighbours, the next and greateft of whom will

robably keep up great Armies. And here by the Way,
gcfcrc I forget it, 1 would puat you in Mind of your Te-
nure from Year to Year; for I think by this Argument
you would have our Land Force to continue as long as
the French King is in a miftaken Notion of Keeping up
great Armies, {o that from Year to Year is already be-

come a Phrafe for ever.  For my Part I fhould be unfyil-
ng
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ling to ftay forany Thing I wifh for, till the Fresch King
difbands his Army. Therefore, Sir, do not draw Mea
into your Propofals, by fowing Pillows under them, by
foft Language, of a Land Force, not Standing Army,
from Year to Year, under the Confideration of Parlia-
ment. Let us have plain Words, and then your Propo-
fals,according to your own Reafons, muft be for aStand-
ing Army in England, aslong asthe French King, or any
of his Succeflors, keep up a Standing Army in Franmce:
you had as good open your Matter fairly at firlt, for every
thing elfe is but flourifh till you come to the Point.

Now, Sir, I confefs I give as little Credit to the Words
and Leagues of Princes as you do, and depend more upon
their Intereft than Integrity for the Performance of them,
and therefore am not for leading them into Tempations
to attack us, and would always have a Defence {uitable
to our Danger. Nature hath armed all Creatures with
Weapons to oppofe thofe that affault them, and the Po-
licy of Man hath found out feveral artificial ones for him-
{elf. Now the fole Debate between us is, in whofe
Hands thefe Weapons fhould be put.

Of this Matter I have difcourfed from the 18th to the
" 26th Page of my Argument, which you neither can or do
pretend to anfwer, and therefore I refer you thither again:
Indeed in your gth, r1oth, and r11th Pages, you tell us,
that regular and difciplined Troops are far fuperior to the
beft and ftrongeft Militia in the World, admitting this
Condition, that there are no regular or difciplined
"Troops in that Militia, But I will make bold to tell you,
that a Militia may be as well difciplined as any Army;
nay our own Army, if they were difbanded, will moft of
them be fent to the Militia; and I fuppofe calling them.
by a new Name, will not make them worfe Soldiers.
Now as to your Inftances in Hiftory, I fhall only make
this fmall Objeétion to them all, that you are miftaken in
every particular.  For the Perfian Army was made up of
Standing Troops, kept up inthe feveral Provinces of the
Empire, and not of Militia, as you falfly infinuate: And
with thefe Armies they conquered eafily the feveral Prin=
cipalities which made up their valt Empire, which were
defended by Standing Armies; but when they came to

Cz fight
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fight with the Greet Militia, all their mighty Armies
came to Nothing. Of this we have the Inftances of Xe-
mophon, who with ten thoufand Greeks, marched three
thoufand Miles through their Country, in fpight of a
numerous Army cbferving him. Afterwards of dgefi-
daus, who with a {mall Spartan Militia had put an End
to the Perfian Empire, it the FaQtions of Grecce had not
called him home. The mighty Army of Xerxes was
deftroyed by a Greek Militia.  Nay the better Part of
Alexander’s Army was made up of a Militia taken out of
the feveral Cities of Greece.

The Inftance you give of the Romans makes as much
againft you; for they found more Difficulty in conquering
afew little Commonwealths about them, who fought by
Militias, than 4fia, Egypt, and all the arbitrary Govern-
ments they conquered, which fought againft them with
ftanding Armies. Who will deny that Cz/a7’s Conquetts
over the Ga/lick Militia, were greater than Pompey’s over
the Afiatick ftanding Armies? And whereas you fay,
Page 11th, that nothing ftood before the Roman Armies
whilft they were kept under Difcipline; but when all
their Order was broke, and they becamea Militia, the
Nosthern Nations in Europe, as well as the Saracens in
the Eaft, over-run the Roman Empire, [ muft take leave to
fay, the juft contrary to thisis true: For whilft they fou, ht
by a Militia, they conquered the whole World; but af-
terwards, in the Time of the Emperors, when they kept
up Standing Armies of three hundred and fixty thoufand
Men, as Tacitus reckons them, they were over-run by e-
very barbarous Nation thatinvaded them.

Your Inftance of Hannibal is Nothing to the Purpofe,
for the Carthagivians did not beat the Romans, but Han-
balthe Roman Gererals.  He got no Vi€tory but by his
own fingle Condutt; and when the Romans fought againft
any other General, they were fcldom unfuccefsful.

" 'The 74/ 4s alfo met with much more Trouble in fub-
duing the Hungarian and Epiror Militia, than all their
Empire befides.  Scandcr beg, with 2 fmall Militia came
off conftantly fuccefsful in rwc and twonty Eattles againft
their numerous Stard ng Armies. Huniade: and his Son
“diathias, foughtalwayswith Militias againft the Turki/b
’ ' Standing
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Standing Armies, and performed fuch Aétions as Pofteri-
ty can hardly believe, and I am fure were never equalled
by any other Force. .

And whereas you fay the Prefervation of England in
Queen Elizabeth’s Time was by Accident, and we muft
not always expe@ o live upon Miracles : I donot find but
that excellent Princefs, and her Court were of another
Opinion. We do not find her, or her Creatures, after
the Spaniards were defeated, to ule this Cant to the Par-
liament. ¢ Gentlemen, you fee what a Danger you have
lately efcaped, we were preferved by Providence and
Chance, but I hope you will not always expedt Miracles:
It is neceffary to keep up a Sranding Force, for I cannot
depend upon the Defence of my People.”” She fcorned
fuch Trafh, and would have caged any evil Counfellor,
who durft give her fuch Advice : She thought herfelf {afe
in the AffeCtion of her People, though this Gentleman,
at above a hundred Years Diftance, tells her the contrary,

But you feem very apprehenfive of being furprized
without Notice; and mention, Pzge sth, the late At-
tempts from /z Hegue and Calais; and that if in a Time
of War and Jealoufy we were {o near being fatally over-
run, without Warning or Intelligence, it is much more
poflible to fee fuch Defigns laid in Times of Sloth and.
Quiet, when we are under no Fears, and have ne Notice
of it. Sir, I have no better Opinion of our Intelligence,
during the War, than you have. However the Bufinefs
of /a Hogue was the Talk of the Exchange, and in all’
the publick Prints, befides the Gazette, two Months be-
fore it happened : And as to that of Calais, His Majef-
ty, by his extraordinary Care, furprized the Enemy with
feventy Sail on their Coafts, which they never expeéted.
And that our Notice fhould be more difficult in Peace
than War, I cannot underftand, fince in the latter all’
Ports are fhut, and Merchants ftopt, and in the former
the Ports are open, Travellers abroad, Merchantsat Sea,
and an Embaflador at their Court.

Page the 8tH, You give a great Charatter of arbitrary
Government, where Men are ruined that fail in perform-
ing what is expeted from them, or in keeping the Secrets
that are enjoined them, by which the Prince can execute

C3 Things
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Things in other Manner, than can be conceived by thofe
that live in free Governments. I am fure if Impunity
of thofe who fail in performing their Duty, and in keep-
ing our Secrets be the Charafter of a free Government,
we are free with a witnefs. But I cannotfee why the
punithing of them fhould be, inconfiftent with a free
Government.

And after all, you feem to apprehend as ill Confe-
quences from a Standing Army asldo, as Page the 14th,
where fpeaking of the Dangers of it, you fay, This isa
large Field, and Hiftory is fo full of Inftances of this
Kind, that it will be eafy to open copioufly on the Sub-
je&. From the Pretorian Coborts down to our modern
Armies, enough can be gathered to give a very frightful
Reprefenfation of a Standing Army.  And afterwards
Page the 152k, T do not deny but feveral Inconveniences
may be apprehended from a Standing Force, and there-
fore I fhould not go about to perfuade you to it, if the
Thing did not {eem indifpenfably Neceflary. Now I
fuppofe by indifrenfable Neceflity, you mear, you are
fure without this Army that our Neighbours will invade
us, and that it is impoffible our Fleets or Militia, how-
ever managed, can beable to defend us: Whether there
is fuch a Neceflity or not, I refer you to my Argument ;
and if there is not, you have given up the Queftion :
For you, in effe&, admit a certain Slavery on one 8ide, and
if there is but contingent Ruin on the other, it is eafy to
determine of which fide the Ballance lies. But you fay
that the Parliament fhall overlook it, but will you be Se-
curity the Army fhall not overlook the Parhament? O
but that cannot be, if they are kept up from Year to
Year! Cefar, with all his Genius, could not work his
Army to it in lefs than ten Years.

Sir, If that be the exaét Time of corrupting an Army,
pray confider that ours hath been kept up nine Years al-
veady. But I am as far from any Jealoufy of his pre-
fent Majefty as you are, and yet I am not afraid to fay, -
that Army which can do no hurt, cando no good.

It is impoffible to.confider of a Standing Force which
fhall be fufficient to oppofe a Foreign Power, without
confidering it at the fame Time fufficient to fupprefs the

Subject
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Scbjott at home: For they muft beat thofe who you fup-
pofe can beat us; and I muft confefs I am unwilling to
depend on their good Will.

Sir, Page 15, you {eem to think me a jealous, melar-
choly and timorous Man, over-run with the Spleen; but
I fancy myfelf asfree from all this without a Place, as-
perhaps you are with one. Come don’t fear your Stake,
I dare give you Land Security that you will come off &
Winner.

And as for the gallant Gentlemen of the Army, whom
yoa fear will be Lofers, I fhall be as ready as you to re-
compenfe them for their Bravery. But to fuppofe our
Fleets to be furprized and betrayed, and our Militia to
be recreant, and all our Intelligence, Fidelity and Cou-
rage to be lodged in a Standing Army, I muft confefs is
out of my Power.

In Page the 8th vou fay, you cannot fee fome Men
grow all on a fudden fuch wonderful Patriots, fo jealous
of the Prerogative, fuch Zealots for publick Liberty,
without remembering what their Behaviour was in thelate
Reigns. Now I muft own to you, I am better pleafed
to {ee this, than to fee fome Men, who were fuch won-
derful Patriots, {Fc. in the laft Reigns, aét the fame Part
now, as much as in them lies, as the others did for-
merly.

Before I have done I muft take Notice of one Paf-
fage in your 10th Page You fay whenever the fatal
‘Time comes that this Nation grows weary of Liberty,
and has neither the Virtue, the Wifdom, nor the
Force to preferve its Conftitution, it will deliver up
all, let all the Laws poffible, and all the Bars imagin-
able be put in the Way to it. It is no more poffible to
make a Government immortal, than to make a Man
immortal.  When I join this to the {enfible Impreffions
you feem to have of the Danger of a Standing Army
in the next Line, and an indifpenfable Neceflity of
keeping one, methinks you give broad Hints that you
think our Time is come. But I doubt not but there
is Virtue enough yet in England, to preferve our Con-
ftitution, though a wifer Head than yours defigned its

Ruin, .
Cyq I
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I will conclude in telling you we have a happy
Government, 'where the King hath all the Power ne-
ceflary "to execute the Laws. All Title arifes upon
an equal Diftribution of Power ; and he that gets an
Over-ballance of Power (for you and I are a bal-
lancing) takes away the Title from the Reft, and leaves
them a Poffeflion without a Right, which is a Tenure at
the Will of the Lord.

" Sir, in Hopes you will keep up your Correfpon-
dence, I conclude myfelf, d

Your moft bumbls Seswan.
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The PR E F A CE.

HERE is nothing in avhich the Generality of

E Mankind are fo much mifiaten as awben they
talk of Government. The different Effeds of i#

are obwious to cvery one. but feav can trace its Canfésa
Moff Men having indigefled ldeas of the Nature of it, at=
trivute all public Mifcarriages to the Corruption of Man~
kind. They think the avkole Mafs is infefted, that it is
impolfible to make any Reformation, and fo fubmit paticnt-
Yy to their Country's Calamities, or elfe fbare in the Spoil »
whereas Complaints of this Kind are as old as the World,
and every Age has thought their own the worft. We have
not only our own Experience, but the Example of all Times,
10 prove that Men in the fame Circumflances awill do the

(S Jame
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Same Things, call them avhat Names of Diflinilion you
pleafe. A Government is a mere Piece of Clockwork ;
and baving fuch Springs and Wheels, muft a& after fuch
a Manner:  And therefore the Art is to conflitute it fo
shat it mufi move to the public Advantage. "It is certain
that every Man awill a& for bis cwn Intereft 5 and all
wife Governments are founded upon that Principle : So that
#his whole Myflery is only to make the Interefl of the Go-
" wernors and Governed the fame. In an abfolute Monarchy,
schere the whole Poaver is in one Man, his Interefi awill
be only regarded: In an Arifiscracy the Interefl of a feaw;
and in-a free Government the Intereft of every one. This
would be the Cafe of England if fome Abufes that hawe
dately crept into our Conflitution awere yemow'd.  The Free-
dom of this Kingdom depends upon the People’s chufing the
Houfe of Commons, awho are a Part of the Legiflature,
and hawve the fole Power of giving Money. Were this a true
Reprefentative, and free from external Force or private
Bribery, nothing could pafs there but avhat they thought
was for the public Addvantage. For their oavn Intereft is
Jo interaweven avith the Peopls's, that if they a& for
themfelves (avhich every one of them will do as near as
be can) they muft a&t for the common Intereff of England.
- And if afew among them fhould find it their Interefi to
wbufe their Power, it will be the Intereft of all the reff
20 punifb them for it: and then our Governmene would a&
mechanically, and a Rogue avill as naturally be hang'd as
a Clock firike Twelve avhen the Hour is come. This is ths
Fountain-bead from whence the People expe® all their Hap-
pinefs, and the Redrefs of their Grievances ; and if ave
can preferve them free from Corruption, they will take
Care to keep every Body elfe fo.  Our Conflitution feems to
bawve prowvided for it, by mever [uffering the King (till
Charles the Second’s Reign) to bawve a Mercenary Army
20 frighten them into a Compliance, nor Places or Reve-
mues great enough to bribe them into it.  The Places in
the King’s Gift awere but few, and moft of them Patent
Places for Life, and the reff great Offices of State ewjoy'd
by fingle Perfons, avhich feldom fell to the Share of the
Commons, fuch as the Lord Chancellor, Lord Treafurer,
Priwy-Seal, Lord High-Admiral, &c. and awhen thefe Of-
Cdices were poffe/d by thoe Lerds, the Commons were fevers
i T T T dnguifibers

—_—
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Inquifivors into their Afions. Thus the Government of
England contina’d from the Time that the Romans quit-
ted the lfland, to the Time of Charles the Firft, avho was
the firfp I bave read of that made an Oppofition to bim-
Jelf in the Houfe of Commons the Road to Preferment s of
avhich the Earl of Strafford and Noy awere the moft re-
markable Inflances, awho from great Patriots became the
ehief Affertors of Defpotic Power. But this ferv'd only
to cxafperate the veft ; for be bad not Places enough for all
that expesied them, nor Money enough to bribe them. ’'Tis
true, he rais’d great Sums of Money upon the People 5 but
it being awirhout Authority of Parliament, and baving no
Army to back bim, it met with fuch Difficulties in  be
‘raifing, that it did him little Good, and ended at laf} i
bis Ruin, "though by means of a long and miferable War,
which brought us from one Tyranny to another; for the
Army had got all Things into their Power, and goverz'd
the Nation by a Council of War, awhieh made all Parties
Join in calling in Charles the Second: So that be came in
avith the general Applaufe of the People, awho in a kind
Fit gave bim a waft Revenue for Life. By this be was
enabled to raife an Army, and bribe the Parliament, which
be did to the Purpofe : but being a luxurious Prince, be
could not part with great Sums at ence. He only fed them
Sfrom Hand to Mouth: So that they found it as necefjary
20 keep him in a conflant Dependance upon them, as they
bad upon him. They kneaw be avould give them ready Mo-
ney no longer than be had abfolute Neceffity for them, and
be had not Places enough in his Difpofal to fecure a Majo-
rity in the Houfe ;5 for in thofe early Days the Art was
wot found out of [plitting and multiplying Placess as in-
fiead of a Lord Treafurer to hawve Five Lords of the Trea-
JSury s inflead of a Lord Addmiral, to bawve Sewen Lords of
the Admiralty; to have Seven Commiffioncrs of the Cu=
Sloms, Nineof the Excife, Fourtcen of the Nawy Officey
Ten of the Stamp Office, Eight of the Prize Office, Six-
teen of the Commiffioners of Trade, Tawo of the Poff Of=
JSice, Four of the Tranfports, Four for Hackney Coachesy
Four for Wine-Licences, Four for the Viftualiing Office,
Multitudes of other Offices awbhich are endlefs to enumerate.,
A believe the Gentlemen awho have the good Fortune to b
in jorie of thefe Imployiments, <will think I complement t,bem),c
D
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if 1 fBould fay they have not been better exeented fince
. they aere in fome Hands, than aben in feaver i and T
“wuft confifs, 1 fee no Reafon avhy they may not be made
twice as many, and fo ad infinitam, unlcfs the Number be
&fcertain’d by Parliament ; and what Danger this may be
2o our Conflitution, I think of «with Horror. For if in
‘Ages to come they fhounld be all given to Parliament Mern,
awhat will become of our fo much boaficd Liberty ? What
Shall be done awben the Criminal becomes the Fudge, and
the Malefaors are lift to try themfilves? We may be
Sure their common Danger avill unite them, and th:y awill
‘all fland by onc another. I do not [peak this by Guefs ;
Jor I bawe read of a Country where there avas a conflant
Series of Mifmanagement for many Years together, and
yet no Body avas punif’d : And even in our own Country
1 believe, fome Men now alive can remember the Time,
when if the King bad but taventy more Plaees in his Dif~
pofal, or difpofid of thofe he kad to the beft Advantags,
#he Liberty of England bad been at an End. I awould not.
be underflood quite to exclude Parliament-men from having
Places; for a Man may ferwve bis Country in tawo Capaci-
2ies: but I avould not hawe it to be a Qualification for a
‘Placs, becanfe a poor Borough thinks a Mun fit to repre-
Sent them, that therefore be muft be a Statefman, a Laa-
yer, a Soldier, an Admiral, andawhat not 7 If this Me-
thod fhould be taken in a future Reign, the People muf}
not expelt to fee Men of Ability or Integrity in auy Places,
wwhile they hold them by no other Tenure than the Dijer-
wice they do their Country in the Houfe of Commons, and
@re fure to be turned out upon every prevalent Fadtion om -
the other Side.  They muf then never expel? to fee the Houfe
of Commons a& wigoroufly for the Intereft erther of King
or Pecple; but fome avill fervilely comply avith the Ceurt
¥0 keep their Places, others avill oppofe it as urreafonably
o get them : And thofe Gentlemen awhofe Defigns are for
vheir Country’s Intereft, aill groww aweary of the bef} Form
of Gowernment in the World, thinking by Iﬂéﬂa,{z the Fault
is in our Conflitution. I hawe heard of a Country, where
the Difputes about Offices to the Falue of thirty thoufand
Pounds per Annum, bave made frx Millicus ineffeftual
what by fome Mens proflitute Compliance, and others open=
Yy clogging the Wheelsy it bas caus'd Want and NeceJity
- ) in
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‘in all Kinds of Men, Bribery, Treachery, Profanenefs,
Atheifm, Prodigality, Luxury, and all the Vices that at-
“tend a remifs and corrupt Adminiftravion, and a univerful
Negle& of the Public. It is natural to vun from one Ex-
treme to another 3 and this Policy «will at laff turn upon
any Court that ufes it; for if they fbould be refolv’d ro
give all Offices to Parliament-men, the People wNl think
themfelves under a Neceffity to obtain a Law that they
fhould gime none, which bas been more than once attempt-
ed in our own Time. Indeed, though there may be no great
Inconwenience in fuffering a few that have Places to be
in that Houfe, fuch as come in naturally, aithout any in=
dire@ Means, yet it awill be fatal to us to have many :
For all wwife Governments endeavour as mauch as poffible
‘t0 kecp the Leg{ﬂat[fue and Executive Parts afunder, that
they they may be a Check upon one another. Our Govern-
ment trufls the King ewith no Part of the Legiflative but
a Negative Voiee, which is abfolutely necefary to preferve
the Exccutive. One Part of the Duty of the Houfe of
Caommons is to punifp Offinders, and redrefs the Grievances
occafion'd by the Bxecutive Part of the Government ; amd
koaw can that be done if they fhould bappen to be the fame
Perfons, unlefs they awould be publickfpirited enough to
bang or drown themfelves ?

But in my Opinion, in another Thing of no lefs Impara
tance, e deviated in Charles the Second’s Time from our
Conflitution 5 for though ave avere in a Capacity of punifhe
ing Offcnders, yet awe did not know legally avho they avere.,
“The Law has been always wery tender of the Perfon of the
King, and therefore bas difpos’d the Executive Part of the
Government in fuch proper Channels, that awbatfocver lef-
Sfer Exceffes are committed, they are not imputed to him,
but his Miniflers are accountable for them: His Greas
Scal is kept by bis Chancellor, Fkis Revenue by bis Treafu-
rer, bis Laws are cxecuted by his Judges, his Fleet is
manag’d by his Lord High Admiral, avho are all accoun-
table for their Mifbchavionr.,  Formerly all Matters of
State and Difcretion awere debated and refolu’d in the
Privy Council, where every Man fubferib’d bis Opinion,
and was anfwerable for it. The late King Charles was
‘the firft ‘awbo broke this moft excellent Part of our Confii-
Autiony by fttling & Cabal or Cabinet Councily awhere alf
' T o Mtter.g
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Matters of Confequence debated and refolved, and then.
brought to the Privy Council te be confirmed. The Sfirft
Footfieps ave hawve of this Council in any European Go-
wernment, were in Charles the Ninth's ‘Time of France,
when refelving to maffacre the Proteftants, be durf} not
truft bis Council awith it, but chofe a fiww Men whom he
calld his Cabinet Council: And confidering avhat a Ge-
nealogy it had, ’tis no Wonder it bath been Jo faral both
to King and People. To the King 5 for ahereas our Con-
Sitution bas provided Miniflers im the feveral Parts of the
Gowvernment to anfwer for Mifcarriages, and to Sreem
bim from the Hatred of the People 5 this on the contrary
protects the Minifiers, and expofes the King to all the
Complaints of kis Subjets.  And 'tis as dangerous to the
Peple s for awbhatever Miftarriages there are, no Body
can be punifp’d for them; for t/:tyju/fij} themfelves by
e Sign Manual, or perbaps a private Direftion Srom the
King 5 and then we bave run it fo far, that ace cannot
Jellow it. Tke Con_f:guemz of " this muft be continual Heart-
burnings between King and People 5 and no one can Jes
the Ewent.

‘A Short Hiftory of Standing Armies in
England.

F any Man doubts whether a Standing Army is Sla-
& very, Popery, Mahometifm, Paganifm, Atheifm, or
any Thing which they pleafe, let him read,

- Firft, The Story of Matho and Spendius at Carthage,
and the Mamalukes of Egypt.

Secondly, The Hiltories of Strada and Bentiwolio,
where he will find what Work nine thoufand Sganiards
made in the Sewenteen Provinces, though the Country
was_full of fortified Towns, poflefled by the Loaw Cousn-
#ry Lords, and they had Affiftance from Germany, Eng-
Jand and France.

Thirdly, The Hiftory of Philip de Commines, where he
‘will find that Lewis the 114 inflaved the vaft Countr);_

Q
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of France with 25000 Men, and that the raifing coo
Horfe by Philip of Burgundy, firnamed the Good, was
the Ruin of thofe Provinces.

Fourthly, Ludlow’s Memoirs, where he will find that
an Army raifed to defend our Libertics, made Footballs
of that Parliament, at whofe A&ions all Exrope ftood a-
mazed, and in a few Years fet up ten feveral Sorts of
Government contrary to the Genius of the whole Na-
tion, and the Opinion of Half their own Body: Such is
the Influence of a General over an Army, that he can
make them 2& like a Piece of Mechanifm, whatever
their private Opinions are.

Laftly, Let him read the Arguments againff a Stand-
ing Army, the Difcourfe concerning Militias, the Militia
Reform’d, and the Anfwers to them : But left all this
fhould not fatisfy him, I will here give a Short Hiftory
of Standing Armies in England, 1 will trace this Myfte-
1y of Iniquity from the Beginning, and fhow the feveral
Steps by which it has crept upon us,

The firft Footfteps I find of a Standing Army in Eng-
land fince the Romans left the Ifland, were in Richard
the Second’s T'ime, who raifed four thoufand Archers in
Chefbire, and fuffered them to plunder, live upon Free
Quarter, beat, wound, ravith and kill wherever they
went; and afterwards he called a Parliament, encom-
pafled them with his Archers, forced them to give up
the whole Po:ver of Parliaments, and make it Treafon
to endeavour to repeal any of the Arbitrary Cenftitutions
that were then made; but being afterwards obliged to
go to-Ireland to fupprefs a Rebellion there, the People
took Advantage of it, and dethron'd him.

The Nation had fuch a Specimen in this Reign of a
Standing Army, that I do not find any King from him
to Charles the Firft, that attempted keeping up any
Forces in Time of Peace, except the Yeomen of the
Guard, who were conftituted by Hesry the Seventh';
and though there were feveral Armies raifed in that
Time for French, Scotch, Irifb, other foreign and do-
meftic Wars; yet they were conftantly difbanded as foon
as the Occafion was over. And in all the Wars of Yori
and Lanucafler, whatever Party prevailed, wedo not tf]ilnd

ey,
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_-they ever attempted to keep up a Standing Army. Such
was the virtue of thofe times, that they would rather run
the hazard of forefeiting their Heads and Eftates to tne
1age of the eppofite Party, than certainly inflave their
Country, the’ they themfelves were to be the Ty-
rants.

Nor would they fuffer our Kings to keep up an Army
-in Ireland, tho’ there were frequent Rebellions there, and
by that means their Subjection very precarious; as well
knowing they would be in Exng/and when called for In
the firlt three hundred Years that the Eng/i/b had Poffef-
fion of that Country, there were no Armies there but in
times of War. The firft Force that was eftablith’d was
in the 14¢h of Edaward the fourth, when 120 Archers on
Horleback, 40 Horfemen, and 40 Pages were eftablifh’d
by Parliament there ; which fix Years after were reduc’d
to 80 Archers, and 20 Spearmen on Horfeback. After-
wards in Menry the Eighth’s timie, in the Year 1535, the
Army i Ireland was 300 ; and in 1543, they were in-
creafed to 380 Horfe and 160 Foot, which was the E-
-ftablifiment then. Ifpeak this of times of Peace: for
when the 7+i/5 were in Rebellion, which was very fre-
quent, the Armies were much more confiderable. In
Qucen Mary’s time the Standing Forces were about 1200.
In moft of Queen Elizabeth’s Reign the Irib were in
open Rebellion ; but when they were all fupprefs’d, the
Army eftablilh’d was between 1500 and zo00: about
which number they continued till the Army rais’d by
Strafford, the 15tho fCharles the 1.

Inthe Year 1602 dy’d Queen Elizabeth, and with her
all the Virtue of the Plantagenets, and the Tudsrs. She
made tte Englith Glory found thro thewhole Earth : She
firlt taught her Country the Advantages of Trade; fet
bounds to the Ambition of France and Spain ; aflifted the
-Dutch, but would neither permit them or Francc to build
any great Ships ; kept the Keys of the Rivers Maes and
-Scheld in her own hands ; and died with an uncontrol’d
_Dominion of the Seas, and Arbitrefs of Chriftendom.
All this fhe did with a Revenue not exceeding 300000
-pounds per Aznum; and had but inconfiderable Taxes
from her People.

Ne
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No fooner was King Fasmes come "to the Crown, but
21l the Reputation we had acquir’d in her glorious Reign
was eclips'd, and we became the fcorn of all Nations
about us, contemned even by that State we had created,
who infulted us at Sea, feiz'd Amboyna, Poleroox, Seran,
and other Places in the Eaff-Indies, by which they in-
grofs'd that moft profitable Trade of Spices; fifh’d upon
our Coafts without paying the cuftomary Tribute, andat
the fame time prevail’d with the King to deliver up the
Cautionary Towns of Brill, Rcmekins, and F/u/:ir;g,
for a very {mall Confideration, tho’ there were near fix
Millions Arrears. He {quandred the public Treafure,
difcountenancd all the great Men who were rais'd in the
glorious Reign of his Predeceflor, cut oft Sir Walter
Raleigh's Head, advanced Favourites of his own, Men of
no Merit, to the higheft Preferment; and to maintain
their Profufenefs, he granted them Monopolies, infinite
Projelts, prottituted Honours for Money, rais’d Bevevo-
lences and Loans without Authority of Parliament. And
when thefe Grievances were complain'd of there, he
committed many of the principal Members without Bail
or Mainprife, as he did afterwards for prefuming to ad-
drefs him againft the Spunifb Match. He pardon'd the
Earl of Somerfet and his Wife for Sir Thomas Owerbury's
Murder, after he had imprecated all the Curfes of Hea-
ven upon himfelf and his Pofterity ; and it was generale
ly thought becaufe the Earl was Acceffary to the poifon-
ing Prince Henry. He permitted his Son-in-law to be
¢jc&ted out of his Principalities, and the Proteftant In-
tereft to be run down in Germany and Franee, while he
was bubbled nine Years together with the hopes of the
Spani/b Match, and a great Fortune. Afterwards he
made a dithonourable Treaty .of Marriage with France,
giving the Papifts Liberty of Confcience; and indeed, as
he often declared, he was no otherwife an Enemy to Po-
pery, than for their depofing of Kings, and King-killing
Docttrine. In Ireland he gave them all the ncouragement
he durft ; which Policy has been followd by all his Suc-
ceflors fince to this prefent Reign, and has ferv’d *em to
two purpofes: One is, by this they have had a pretence
to kecp up Standing Armies there to awe the Natives ;
and the other, that they might make ufe of the Natives

.againfk
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againh their Engli/s Subjets. In this Reign that ridi:
culous Doétrine of Kingsbeing Fure Divino was coined,
never before heard of even in the Eaftern Tyrannies.
The other Parts of his Government had fuch a mixture
of Scharamuchi and Harlequin, that they fought not to
be fpoken of ferioufly; “as Proclamations upon every
Trifle, fome againft talking of News; Letters to the
Parliament, telling them he was an old and wife King';
that State Affairs were above their reach, therefore
they muft not meddle with them, and fuch like Trum-
pery. Butour happinefs was, that this Prince was a
Ereat Coward, and hated the fight of a Soldier ; fo that
e could not do much againft us by open force, At laft
Le died (as many have believed) by Poifon, to make room

for his Son Charles the Firft.
' This King was a great Bigot, which made him the
Darling of the Clergy; but having no great reach of
his own, and govern’d by the Priefts (Who have been al-
ways unfortunate when they havé meddléd with Politics)
witha true Ecclefiaftic Fury he drove on to thé Deftru¢-
tion of all the Liberties of England. This King’s wholé
Reign was one continued A& againft the Laws. He dif-
folved his firft Parliament for prefuming ¢ inquiré into his
Father’s Death, tho’ he loft 4 great Sumi of Morey by it,
which they had voted him : Hé éntred atthe fame timé
into a War with Fraznce and Spai#, upon the privaté Pi:
ques of Buckingham, who l’néui'atge&,tfl'ém‘ to' thé étérnil
Difhonour and Reproach of the Exgli/s Natioii ; witnefs
the ridiculous Enterprizes upon €4d/z 4nd the IHle of
Rbee, Hedelivered Pennington’s Fleet iito the  Fremch
hands, betrayed the poor Rockellers, and fuffered thé
Proteftant Intereft in Frasnce to be quite extirpated. He
taifed Loans, Excifes, Coat and Condu&-mony, Tuns
mage and Poundage, Knight-hood and Ship-money,
without Authority of Parliament ; impofed new Oaths
on the Subjeds, to difcover the value of theit Eftates ;
imprifoned great numbers of the moft confiderable Gen~
try and Merchants for not paying his Arbitrary Taxes ;
fome he fent beyond Sea, and the poorer fort he preft
for Soldiers. He kept Soldiers upon free Quarter, and
¢éxecated Martial Law upon them. He granted Monopo-
lies without number, and broke the bounds of the F ﬁ: -
refls,
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refts. He ereed Arbitrary Courts, and enlarged others,
as the High Commiflion-Court, the Star-Chamber, Court
of Honour, Court of Requefts, {&5c. and unfpeakable
Oppreflions were committed in them, evento Men of
the firft Quality. He commanded the Earl of Briffol
and Bithop of Lixcoln not to come to Parliamént; com-
mitted and profecuted a great many of the moft eminent
Members of the Houfe of Commons for what they did
there, fome for no caufe at all, and would not let them
have the benefit of Habeas Corpus; fufpended and con-
fin’d Arch-Bithop Abbot, becaufe he would not licenfe a
Sermon that afferted Defpotic Power, whatever other
caufe was pretended.  He fufpended the Bithop of G/o-
ctfier, forrefufing to fwear never to confent toalter the
Government of the Church ; fupported all his Arbitrary
Minifters againft the Parliament, telling them that heé:
wondred at the foolith Impudence of any one to think he
would part with the meaneft of his Servants upon theif
account : and indeed in his Speeches, or rather Menaces,
Le treated them like his Footmen, calling them Unduti=
ful, Seditious, and Vipers. He brought unheard of In:
novations into the Church ; preferred Men of Arbitrary
Principles, and inclinable to Popery, efpecially thofé
Firebrands, Laud, Mountage, and Marawkring, one of
whom had been complained of in Parliamént, another
impeached for advancing Popery, and the third condems
ned in the Houfe of Lords. He difpenfed with the
Laws againft Papifts, and both encouraged and preferred
them. He called no Parliament for twelve years toge-
ther, and in that time governed as arbitrarily as the
Grand Seignior. He abetted the /ri/» Maffacre, as ap-
pears by their producing a Commiffion under the Great
Seal of Scotland, by the Letter of Charles the 24 in fa-
vour of the Marquefs of Autrim, by his ftopping the
Succours that the Parliament fent to reduce Ireland fix
Months under the Walls of Chefter, by his entring into
a Treaty with the Rebels after he had engaged his Faith
to the Parliament to the contrary, and bringing over
many thoufands of them to fight againft his People. It
1sendlefs to enumerate all the Oppreflions of his Reign ;
but having no Army to fapport him, his Tyranny was
precarious, and at laft his ruin, Tho’ he extorted great

i Sums
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Sums from the People, yet it was with fo much difi-
culty, that it did him little good. Befides, he fpent fo
much in foolith Wars and Expeditions, that he was al-
ways behind-hand ; yet Le often attempted to raifean
Army,

Upon pretence of the Spanifb and French War he raifed
many thoufand Men, who lived upon free Quarter, and
robb’d and deftroyed wherever they came. But being un-
fuccefsful in his Wars abroad, and preft by the Clamours
of “the People at home, he was forced to difhand them.
In1627 he fent over 30000 /. to Holland to raife 3000
German Horfe, to force his arbitrary Taxes; but this
matter taking Wind, and being examined by the Parlia-
ment, Orders were fent to countermand them. In the
15¢h Year of his Reign he gave a Commiffion to Straf~
Jord to raife 8ooo Iri/fs to be brought into England: but
before they could get hither, theScars were in Arms for
the like Oppreflions, and marched into Northumberland,
which forcing him to call a Parliament, prevented that
defign, and fo that Army was difbanded. Soon after he
raifed an Army in England to oppofe the Scors, and -tam-
pered with them to march to Londsn, and diflolve the
Parliament : But this Army being compofed for the moft
part of the Militia, and the matter being communicated
te the Houfe, who immediately fell on the Officers that
were Members, Abburnbam, Wilmoet, Pollard, &c. the
defign came to nothing. After this there was a Pacifi-
cation between the King and the Scots ; and in purfuance
of it both Armies’ were difbanded. Then he went to
Scotland, and endeavoured to prevail with them to invade
England ; but that not doing, he fent a Meflage to the
Parliament, defiring their concurrence in the raifing 3000
Iri/b to be lent to the King of Spain; to which' the
the Parliament refufed to confent, believing he would
make another ufe of them. When he came back to
London, he picked out 3 or 400 diflolute Fellows out of
Taverns, gaming and brothel Houfes, kept a Table for
them ; and with this goodly Guard all armed he entred
the Houfe of Commons, fat down in the Speaker’s
Chair, demanding the delivery of 5 Members: But the
Citizens coming down by Land and Water with Mufquets

upon their Shoulders to defend the Parliament, he at-
’ tempted:
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tempted no further. This fo enraged the Houfe, that
they chofe a Guard -to-defend themfelves againft future
Infults, and the King {oon after left Loudon. Some time
before this began the Iri/b Bebellion, where the Iri/% pre-
tended the King’s Authority, and fhewed the Great Seal
to juftify themfelves; which whether true, or falfe,
raif{ed fuch a jealoufy inthePeople, that he was forced
to confent to leave the Management of that War to the
Parliament : Yet he afterwards fent a Meflage to them,
telling them he would go to Jreland in Perfon ; and ac-
quainted them, that he had iffued out Commiflions for
raifing zooo Foot and zoo Horfe in Chefbire forhis Guard,
which they protefted againft, and prevented it. By this we
may fee what Force was thought fufficient in his Reignto

enflave the Nation, and the frequent Attemjts te get it.
Then the Civil Wars broke out between him and his
People, in which many bloody Battels were fought ; two
of the moflt confiderable were thofe of Neavbury, both
won by new Soldiers, the firft by-the London Militia, and
the latter by an unexperienced Army, which the King
ufed to call in derifion the Neaw Nodel. And fome years
after, the Battle of Worcefler was in a great meafure won
by the Country Militia, for which Cromave/ di charged
them with anger and contempt, as knowing them Infiru-
ments unfit to promote his Tyrannical Defigns. At laft
by the fate of the War the King became a Prifoner, and
the Parliament treated with him while in that condition,
2nd at the fame time voted that fome part of the Army
fhould be difbanded, and others fentto fre/and to reduce
that Kingdom ; upon which the Army chofe Agitators
among themfelves who prefented a Petition to both Hou-
fes, that they would proceed to fettle the Affairs of the
Kingdom, and declare that no part of the Army fhould
be difbanded till that was done.  But finding their Pe-
tition refented, they fent and feized the King’s Perfon
from the Parliaments Commiflioners, drew upa Charge of
High Treafon againft eleven principal Members for en-
deavouring to difband the Army, entred into a private
Treaty with theKing: But he not complying with their de-
mands, they feized London; and notwitnftanding the Parlia-
ment had votedthe King’s conceffion a ground fora f.ture
Scttlement, they refolved to put him to Death, and in
order
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order thereto purged the Houfe, as they called it, that is,
placed Guards upon them, and excluded all Members
that were for agreeing with the King ; and then cut off
his Head.

After this they let the Parliament govern for five
Years, who made their Name famous thro’ the whole
Earth, conquered their Enemies in England, Scotland and
Ireland ; reduced the Kingdom of Portugal to their own
Terms ; recovered our Reputation at Sea; overcame the
Dutch in feveral famous Battles ; fecured our Trade and
managed the public Expences with fo much frugality, that
no Eitates were gained by private Men upon the public
Miferies; and atlaft were pafling an A¢t for their own
Diffolution, and fettling the Naijon in a free and im-
partial Commonywealth; of which the Army being afraid,
thought it neceflary to diffolve them, and accordingly
Cramwel next Day called two Files of Mufqueteers into
the Houfe, and pulled the Speaker out of the Chair, be-
having himfelf like a Madman, vilifying the Members,
and calling one a Whoremafter, another a Drunkard,
bidding the Soldiers take away that Fool’s bauble the
Mace; and fo good-night to the Parliament.

When they had done this A& of violence, the Council
of -Officers {et up a new form of Government, and chofe
a certain number of Perfons out of every County and
City of Exgland, Scotland and Ireland : land thefe they
invefted with the Supreme Power, but foon after expelled
them, and then Cromave/ fet up himfelf, and framed a
" new Inftrument of Government by aProteCtor and a
Houfe of Commons, in purfuance of which he called a
Parliament. But they not anfwering his Expeltations,
he excluded all that would not fubfcribe his Inftrument ;
and thofe that remaired, not proving for his Purpofe
neither, he diffolved them with a great deal of oppro-
brious Language. He then divided England into feveral
Diftriéts or Divifions, and placed Major Generals or In-
tendants over them, who governed like fo many Ba-
fhaws, decimating the Cavaliers, and raifing Taxes at
their Pleafure. 'Then forfooth he had a mind to make
himfelf King, and called another Parliament to that pur-
pefe, after his ufual manner fecluding fuch Members as
he did not like, 7To this Aflembly he offered another In-

ftrument
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firument, of Government, which was by a Reprefentative
of the People, a 24 Houfe compofed of 70 Members in
the Nature of a Houfe of Lords, and a fingle Perfon ;
and left a Blank for what name he fhould be called, which
this worthy Affembly filled up with that of King, ad-
dreffed to Cromave/ that he would be pleafed to accept it,
and gave him power to nominate the Members of the O-
ther Houfe.- This the great Officers of the Army re-
fented, for it deftroyed all their hopes of being Tyrants
in their turn, and therefore addrefled the Parliament a-
gainft the Power and Government of a King, which made
Cromavel decline that Title, and content himfelf with
a greater Power under the name of Proteftor. After-
wards he named the Otber Houfe, as it was called, for
the moft part out of the Officers of the Army; but even
this Parliament not pleafing him, he diffolved them ina
fery, and governed the Nation without any Parliament at
all till he died.

After his death the Army fet up his Son Rickard, who
called a new Parliament; but their procceedings being not
agreeable to the humour of the Soldiery they forced the
Prote&or to diffolve them : then they depofed him, and
took the Power into their own hands; butbeing unable to
wield it, they reftored the Commonwealth, and foon after
expelledthem again, becaufe they would notfettle the Mi-
litary Sword independent of the Civil: Then they governed
the Nation by a Council of War at #u/lingford-Houfe, and
chofe a Committee of Safety for the executive part of the
Government ; butthat Whim lafted buta little time be-
fore they chofe Confervators of Liberty ; and that not
doing neither, they agreed that every Regiment fhould
choofe two Reprefentatives, and this worthy Council
thould fettle the Nation ; when they met, fometimes they
were forcalling a new Parliament, j{ometimes for reftor-
ing theold, which wasat laft done.By this means all things
fell into Confufion, which gave Monk an opportunity of
marching into England, where he ated his part fo dex-
teroufly, that he reftored the King'with part of that Ar-
my which had cut off his Father’s Head.

This is a true and lively Example of a Government
withan Army ; an Army that was raifed in the Caufz‘,

an
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and for the fake of Liberty ; compofed for the moft part.-
of Men of Religionand Sobriety. If this Army could
commit fuch violences upon a Parliament always fuccefs.
ful, that had acquired fo much Reputation both at home
and abroad, at a time when the whole People were trained
in Arms, and the Pulfe of the Nation beat high for Li-
berty ; what are we to expet if ina future Age anams=
bitious Prince fhould arife with a difiolute anddebauched
Army, a flattering Clergy, a proftitute Miniftry, a Bank-
rupt Houfe of L ——ds, a Penfioner Houfe of C——ns,
and a flavith and corrupted Nation ?

By this means came in Charles the Second, a luxurious
effeminate Prince, adeep Diffembler, and if not a Papift
himfelf, yet a great favourer of them: But the People
had fuffered fo much from the Army, that he was received
with the utmoft Joy and Tranfport. The Parliament in
the Honymoon pafled what Laws he pleafed, gave a vaft
Revenue for Life, being three times as much as any of
his Predeceffors ever enjoyed, and feveral Millions befides
to be fpent in his Pleafures. This made him conceive
vafter hopes of Arbitrary Power than any that went be-
fore him ; and in order to it he debauched and enervated
the whole Kingdom : His Court was a {cene of Adulte-
ries, Drunkennefs, and Irreligion, appearing more like
Stews, or the Fealts of Bacckus, than the Family of a
Chief Magiftrate: And in a little time the Contagion
fpread thre’ the whole Nation, that it was out of the
Fafhion not to be lead, and fcandalous not to be a pub-
lic Enemy : Which has been the occafion of all the Mi-
feries that have fince happened, and I am afraid will not
be extingnithed but by our ruin. He was no fooner
warm in his Seat, but he rejefted an advantageous T'reaty
of Commerce which Ol/iwer made with France, as done
by an Ufurper; iuffercd the French to lay Impofitions up-
on all our Goods, which amounted to a Prohibition, in-
fomuch that they got a Million a Year from us in the
overbalance of Trade. He fold that impertant Fortrefs
of Dunkirk, let the French feize St. Chbriftophers and o-
ther places in North dmerica )

" Hebegan a foolith and unjuft War with the Dutch 5
and tho’ the Parhament gave him vaft Sums to maintain
it, yet be fpent fo much upon his Vices, that they got

grea
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great advantages of us, and burnt our Fleet at Chatham.
At laft he made as dithonourable a Peace with them, as
he had done a War ; perpetual reproach to our Country,
that our Reputation at Sea fhould be funk to fo low an
ebb as to be baftled by that Nation, who but a few Years
before had fent a blank Paper to the Parliament, to pre-
fcribe to them what Laws they pleafed. During this
War the City of London was fired, not without violent
fufpicions that the Fireballs were prepared at #hitchall.
Soon after this he entred into the L'riple Alliance to op-
pofe the growing greamefls of France, and received a
great Sum from the Parliament to maintain it, which he
made ufe of to break the fame League; fent Mr. Covern-
2ry to Saveden to diffolve it ; and entred into a ftrict Al-
hance with France, which was fealed with his Sifter’s
Blood. In Conjunétion with them he made a new War
upon Holland, to extirpate Liberty, and the Proteftant
Religion ; butknow ing the Parliament -were averfe to
the War, and would not fupport him in it, he attempted
before any War declared to {eize their Smyrna Fleet, fhut
up the Exchequer, and became fo mean as to bea Pen-
fioner to France, from whence his Predeceffors with
Swords in their Hands had {o often exa&ted Tribute. He
not only fuffered, but aflifted them te arrive at that pitch
of Greatnefs, which all Europe fince hath fufficiently felt
and Jamented. He fent over ten thoufand Men to aflift
in {fubduing Flanders and Germany, by whofe help they
did feveral corfiderable Actions. He fent them Timber,
Seamen, Ship Carpenters, and Models, contrary to the -
Policy of all Nations; which raifed their Naval Force to
a degree almott equal to ourown: And for their exer-
cife, he fuffered them to take multitudes of Exg/i/b Ships
by their Privateers, without fo much as demanding fatif-
taction.

During this War he iffued out a Declaration fufpen-
ding the Penal Laws, which appears to be defigned in
favour of the Papifts, by his dire&ting a Bill afterwards
to be ftolen away out of the Houfe of Lords, for indulg-
ing Proteftant Dilfenters, whom he perfecuted violently
mot of hi> Reign, while he both countenanced and pre-
ferred ' apifts, broke the A& of Settlement in lrelamd,
reftored them to their Eftates, iffued forth a Proclamation

Vor. L. D giving
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giving the Papifts liberty to inhabit in Corporations, and
married the Duke of Yor4 not only to a Papift, but one
in the French Intereft, notwithftanding the repeated Ad-
drefles of the Parliament to the contrary. It was in this
Reign that that curfed and deteftable Policy was much
improved of bribing Parliaments, by diftributing all the
great Employments in England among them, and fupply-
ing the Want of Places with Grants of Lands and Mo-
mey. No Man could be preferred to any Employment

“in Church or State, till he had declared himfelf an open
Enemy to our Conftitution, by afferting Defpotic Power
under that nonfenfical Phrafe of Paffive Obedicnce, which
was more preach’d up than all the Laws of God and
Man. The Hellith I'opith Plot was flifled, proved fince
too true by fatal Experience; and in the Room of it
Proteftant ones were forg'd, and Men trapann’d into o-
thers, as the Mea/-Tub, Fitz Harris's, the Rye-Houfe,
Newmarket, and Black-Heath Plots ; and by thefe Pre-
tences, and the Help of Packt Judges ard Juries, they
butchered fome of the beft Men in Ergland, {et immo-
derate Fines upon others, gave probable Sufpicion of
cutting the Lord Ejfex’s Throat ; and to finifh our De-
firu@tion, they took away the Charters, as faft as they
were able, of all the Corperations in England, that would
not cheofe the Members prefcribed them.

But he durft not have dreamt of all thefe Violations
if he had not had an Army to juftify them. He had
thoughts at firft of keeping up the Parliament-Army,
which was feveral times in Debate.  But Chancellor Hyde
prevailed upon him by this Argument, that they were a
Body of Men that had cut off his Father’s Head ; that
they h:d fet up and pulled down ten feveral Sorts of
Government ; and that it might be his own Turn next,
So that his Fears prevailing over his Ambition, he con-
fentcd to difband them ; but {foon found how vain and
aportive 2 Thing Arbitrary Power would prove without
an Army. He therefore try’d all ways to get one; and
frft he attempted it in Scorland, and by mears of the
Duke of Lauderdale, got an A& pafled there, whereby
the Kingdom of Scor/and was obliged to raife zooco
Foot and 2000 Horfe at his Majefty’s Call, tq march
ipto any Past of his Dominions; and this Law is in
: , Being
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Being at this Day. Much about the fame Time he rai-
fed Guards in" Ewngland (a Thing unheard of before in
our Englifp Conftitution) and by Degrees increas’d them,
till they became a formidable Army ; for firlt they were
but very few, but by adding infenfibly ‘more Men to a
Troop or Company, and then more Troops or Compa-
nics to a Regiment, before the fecond Dxtch War Le

had multiplied them to near gooo Men. He then be-
gan that War in Conjuné&ion with France, and the Par-
llament gave him two Millions and a half to maintain
it, with Part of which Money he rais’d abeut 1z0co
Men, which were called the Black-Heath Army (appoin -
ing Marfhal Shomberg to be their General, and Fitz Ge-
rald, an Irifb Papift, their Licutenant-General) and pre-
tended he rais’d them to attack HHolland ; but ioftead of
ufing them to that purpole, he kept them encamped up-
on Black-Heath, hovering over the City of Londor, which
pat both the Parliament and City in fuch Confufion, that
the King was forced at-laft to difband them. But there
were feveral Accidents contributed to it: Firft, the ill
Succefs he had in the War with the Dusch, fuch Gallan-
tries being not to be attempted but in the higheft Raps
tures of Fortune: Next, the never to be forgotten Gee
nerofity of that great Man General Shomberg, whofe
mighty Genius fcorn’d fo ignoble an Aéion as to put
Chains upon a free People; and laft of all, the Army
themfelves mutinied for want of Pay; which added to
‘the ill Humours that were then in the Nation, made tle
King willing to difband them. But at the {ame time,
contrary to the Articles of Peace with the Dutch, he
continu’'d ten thoufand Men in the French Service, for
the molt part under Popith Officers, to be feafon’d there
in flavifh Principles, that they might be ready to execute
any Commands when they were {ent for over. The Par-
liament never met, but they ad<refs'd the King to re-
call thefe Forces out of Framce, and difband them ; and
feveral times prepar'd Bills to that purpofe, which the
King always prevented by a Prorogation; but at laft
was prevail'd upon to iffue forth a Proclamation to re-
call tirem, yet at the fame time fupplicd them with Re-
cruits, encourag’d fome to go voluntarily into that Ser-
vice, and prefs'd, ‘imprilon’d, and carried over othess
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by main Force; befides, he only difbanded the new
rais’d Regiments, and not all of them neither, for he
kept up in England five thoufand eight hundred and
ninety private Men, befides Officers, which was his E-
ftablilhment in 1673. .
The King having two great defigns to carry ontogether,
wiz. Popery and Arbitrary Power, thought this Force
not enough to do his Bufinefs effeCtually; and therefore
caft about how to get a new Army, and took the moft
plaufible way, which was pretending to entet into a War
with France; and to that purpofe fent Mr. Thyzn to Hol-
land, who made a ftri¢ League with the States: And im-
mediately upon it the King called the Parliament, who
ave him 12cooooPounds to enter in:0 an a&tualWar, with
which Morney he raifed an Army of between twenty and
thirty thoufand Men within lels than forty Days, and
fent part of them to Flanders. At the fame time he con-
tinued his Forces in France, and took 3 Sum of Money
from that King to affit him in making a private
Peace with Holland: So that inftead of a War with
France, the Parliament had given a great Sum to raife
an Army to enfl.ve themfelves. But it happened about
this time that the Popifh Plot broke out, which put the
Nation into fuch a Ferment, that there was no ﬁemming
the Tide : So that ke was forced to call the Parliament
which met the 234 of Ofober 78, who immediately fell
upon the Popith Plot and the Lasd Army. Befides there
were difcovered 7 Commiffions granted te Papifts to
raife Men, counterfigned 7. #ill—— fon ; for which,
and faying that the King might keep Guards if he could
ay them, he was committed to the Teaxcer. This {o en-
rag'd the Parliament, that they immediately proceeded
10 tnc wibbanding of the Army, and pafied «n A& that
allfaifed fince the 29t4 of September 77 fhould be dif-
banded, and gave the King 693388 pounds to pay off
their Arrears, which he made vie of to keep them up,
and diffolved the Parliament; but ‘con after called
another, which purfued the fame Counfuls, and paiied 3
fecond A& todifband the Army, gave a new dSum for
doing it, direfted i1 to be paid into the Chamber of Lon-
Aon, appointed Comysiffioners of thei: own, and paffed a
Vote, 1 hat the coniinuaice of any Standing Forces in this
! lation



Standing Armies in England. 77

Nation other than the Militia, awasillegal, and a great
Griewance and Vexation to the People 5 fo that Army was
difbanded. Befides this, they complain’d of the Forces
that were in France, and addrefled the King agsin to re.
call them, which had fome Effet; for he ient over no
more Recruits, but {uffered them to wear out by degre:.
The Eftablithment upon the Diflolution of this Aimy,
which was in the Year 1679-80, were 5600 private So-
Idiers, befides Officers. From this time he never agreed
with his People, but diffolved three Parliaments tollowing
for enquiring into the Popifh £lot; and in the three laft
Yearsof his Reign called none atall. And to crown the
work, Tangier is demolifhed, and the Garrifon brought
over, aud placed in the moft confiderable Ports in Exg-
land ; which made the Eftablifhment in 1683-4, 8482
private Men, befides Officers. It is obfervable in this
King’s Reign, that there was not one Seflions but his
Guards were attacked, and never could get the leaft
Countenance from Parliament ; but to be even with them
the Court as much difcountenanced the Militia and never
would fuffer it to be made ufeful. Thus we fee the Kin
hufbanded a few Guards fo well, that in a fmall Number
of Years they grew to a formidable Army, notwithftand-
ing all the Endeavours of Parliament to the contrary ; fo
difficult it is to prevent the growing of an Evil, thatdoes
not receive a check in the beginning.

He increafed the Eftablifhment in Ireland to 77co
Men, Officers included ; whereas they never exceeded in
any former Reign zooo, when there was more occafion
for them : The Iri/b not long before having been entire-
ly reduced by Cromavel/, and could never have held up
their Heads again without his Countenance. But the
Truth of it was, his Army was to fupport the i/, and
the fear of the Jri/b wasto fupport his Army.

Towards the latter end of this King’s Reign the Nation
had fo entirely loft all fenfe of Liberty, that they grew
fond of their Chains; and if his BErother would have fuf-
fered him to have lived longer, or had followed his Ex-
ample, by this time we had been as great Slavesasin
France. But it was God’s great Mercy to us that he was
made in another Mold, Imperious, Ob.irate, and a Bi_ot,
pufhed on by the Counfels of France and Rome, ard the
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violence of his own Nature; fo that he quickly run him-
{cIf out of breath. As foon as he came to the Crown,.
he feized the Cuftoms and Excife without Authority of
Parliament : He picked out the Scum and Scandals of
the Law to fake Judges upon the Bench ; and turned out
all that would not facrifice their Oaths to his Ambition,
by which he difcharged the Lords out of the Teaver, in-
flited thofe barbarous Punifhments on Dr. Oater, Mr.
Fobnfon, €5c. butchered many hundreds of Men in the
Weft, after they had been trapanned into a Confeffion by
promife of Pardon, murdered Corni/b, got the Difpenfing.
Power to be declared in Wefiminfier-hall, turned the Fel-
lows of Magdalen-college out of their Freeholds, to make
way for a Seminary of Priefts, and hanged Soldiers for
running away from their Colours. He ereted the ec-
clefiaftical Commiffion, fufpended the Bifhop of Lesdes,
becaufe he would not infli& the fame Punifhment upon
Dr. Starp, for preaching againit Popery. He cloetted
the Nobility and Gentry, turned all out of Employment
that would not promife to repeal the Teft, put in Popifh
Privy-Counfellors, Judges, Deputy Lieutenants, and
Juftices of Peace ; and to get all this confirmed by. the
thew of Parliament, he profecuted the Work his Brother
had begun in taking away Charters, and new modelled
the Corporations, by a fort of Vermin called Regulators.
He received a Nuntio from Rome, and fent an Ambafla-
dor thither. He ereéted a Popith Seminary at the Sawgy
to pervert Youth, fuffered the Priefts to go about in their
Habits, made 7yrcomnel Lord Lieutenant of Ireland,
turned all the Proteftants out of the Army and moft of
the Civil Employments there, and made Fitton ( a Papift,
and one deteéted for Perjury) Chancellor of that King-
dom. He iffued out a Proclamation in Scotland, wherein
he aflerted his Abfolute Power, which all his Subjeéts
were to obey without referve ; a Prerogative, I think,,
never claimed by the Great Tur, or the Mogu/. He if-
fued out a Declaration for Liberty of Confcience, ordered
it to be read in all Churches, and imprifoned and tried
the feven Bifhops, becaufe they humbly offered their Rea-
fons in a Petition againft it : And to confummate all, that
we might have no Hopes of retrieving our Misfortunis,

e
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he impofed a counterfeit Prince of #ales upon the Na-
tion.

Soon after he came to the Crown, the Duke of Mox-
month landed, and in a few Weeks got together fix or
feven thoufand Men: But they having neither Arms or
Provifions, were eafily defeated by not many more than
2000 of the King’s Troops. Which leaves a fad Prof-
pedt of the Confequence of a Standing Army: For here
was a Prince, the Darling of the common People, fight-
ing againft a bigotted Papift, that was hated and abhored
by them, and yet defeated by fo {mall a2 Number of Men,
and many of them too his Friends; fuch is the Force of
Authority. King Fames took occalion from hence to in-
creafe his Army to between fiftqen and fixteen thoufand
Men, and then unmatked himfelf,called his 'arliament,
and in a haughty Speech told them, He had increafed his
Army, putin Officers not qualified by the Teft, and that
he would net part with them. He atked a Supply, and
let them know he expeed their compliance. This was
very unexpelted to thofe Loyal Gentlemen, who had
‘given him fuch a vaft Revenue for Life, who refufed re
take any Security but his Majefty’s never-failing Word
‘for the Proteftant Religion, and indeed had done tor him
‘whatever he afked ; which yet wasnot very extraordinary,
fince he had the choofing of moft of them himfelf. But
‘even this Parliament turned fhort upon an Army ; which
puts me in mind of a faying of Machiavel, viz. That it
is as hard a matter for a Man to be perfeltly bad as per-
Je&tly good; though i he had lived at this Time, I be-
lieve he had changed his Opinion. The Cdurt laboured
the matter very much; and to fhew that good Wits jump,
they told us that France was grown formidable, that the
Dutch Forces were much increafed, that we muit be
firong in proportion for the prefervation of ourfelves and
Flanders, and that there was no Dependance upon the
Militia. But this fhallow Rhetoric would not pafs upan
them. They anfwered, that we had defended ourfelves
for above a thoufand Years without an Army ; that a
King’s trueft Strength is the Love of his People ; that
they would make the Militia ufeful, and ordered a Bill
to be brought in to that Parpofe. But all this ferved on-
ly to fulfil their Iniquity ; for they had done their own

Dy Bufinefs
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Bufinefs before, and now he would keep an Army up fa
fpite of them: So he prorogucd them, and called no
other Parliament during his reign ; but to frighten the
City of London, kept his Army encamped at Houn/flow-
beath, when the Seafon would permit, which putnot on-
Iy them but the whole Nation into the utmoft I'error and
Confufion. Towards the latter End of his Reign he
had increafed his Army in England to above twenty thou-
fand Men, and in Jre/and to eight theufand feven hundred
and odd.

This King committed two fatal Errors in his Politicks,
The firt was his falling out wtth his old Cronies the
Priefts, who brought him to the Crown in {pite of his
Religion, and would have fupported him in Arbitrary
Government to the utmoft ; nay, Popery (efpecially the
worft Part of it, wsz. the Domination of the Chureh)
was not {o formidable a Thing to them, but with a little
Cookery it might have been rendered palatable. But he
had Priefts of another fort that were to rife upon their
Ruins; and he thought to play an eafier Game by caref-
fing the Diffenters, employing them, and giving them
Liberty of Confcience: Which Kindnefs looked fo pre-
pofterous, that the wife and fober Men among them could
never heartily believe it, and when the Prince of Oraxge
Janded, turned againft him.

His fecond Error was the difobliging his own Army,
by bring over Regiments from Ireland, and ordering
every Company to take in fo many Irifb Papifts; by
which they plainly faw he was reforming his Army, and
would cafhire them all as faft as he could get Papifts to
fupply their room. So that he violated the Rights of the
People, fell out with the Church of England, made un-
certain Friends of the Diflenters, and difobliged his own.
Army ; by which means they all united againft him, and
invited the Prince of Orange to aflift them : Which In-
vitation he accepted, and landed at Torday the gth of No-
wember, 1688, publithing a Declaration, which fet forth
all the Oppreflions of the laft Reign [ but the keeping up
a Standing Army] declared for a free Parliament, in
which things were to be fo fettled that there fhould be no
danger of falling again into Slavery, and promi(e{c} t(cly

en
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fend back all his foreign Forces as foon as this was
done.

When the News of his Landing was {pread through
England, he was welcomed by the univerfal Acclamations
of thePeople. He had the Hands, the Hearts, and the
Prayers of all honeft Men in the Nation: Every one
thought the long withed for time of their Deliverance
was come. King Fumes was deferted by his ovwn Family,,
his Court, and his Army. The Ground he ftood upon
mouldred under him; {o that he fenthis Queen and Found-
ling to France before him, and himfelf follov.ed foon af-
ter. When the Prince came to London, he difbanded:
moft of thofe Regiments that were raifed from the time
he landed ; and Kinyg Fames’s Army that were difbanded
by Fewerfbam, were ordered to repair all again to their
Colours : Which was thought by fome a falfe ftep, be-
lieving it would have been more our Intereft to have kept
thofe Regiments which came in upou the Principle on
which this Revolation is founded, tha .- Forces that were
raifed in violation of the Laws, and tofipp rt a tyran-
nical Government: Befides, the miferable Conaition of”
Ireland required our {peedy Afhflance, and thefe Men
might have been trufted to do that work.

Within a few days after he came 0 Town, he fum-
moned the Lords, and no- long after the Memzers of the
three Jaflt Parliaments of King Charlis the Yecoud, and
was addrefled to by both Houfes to take upon him the
Adminiftration of the Government, to take into ni: pag-
ticular care the then pref nt Condition ot Irciend, and to
iffue forth Circulasory Letters for the choohng a Lenven-.
tion of Effates. All this ume /rel.nd lay bleeding, and
Tyreonnel wasraifing an Army, difarming the Protedants,,
and difpoflefling them of all the Places they held in Lesz-
Sler, Munfter and Connaughr, which occafioned irequent.
Applic:tions here for Relief, though it was to fend hem,
but one or two. Reg.ments; and it that coul not be
done, to fend them Arm: and Commuffion , which m 1]
probability would have made the Redutuon ot that:
Kingdom very eafy. ~ Yet though tie Prince’s and Kong
James’s Army wereboth in Exgland, no relef was fent,,
by which means the Irib got poffeflion of the wiiole
Kingdom, but Londenderry Bnd TunifRilling,"the former

) of
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of which Towns thut up its Gates the ninth of December,

declaring for the Prince of Orange,. and addrefled for im-

mediate Relief, yet could neither get Arms or Ammuni-

tion till the 2cth of March; and the Forces that were

{ent with Cunningham and Richards arrived not there till

the 15th of Apri/, andimmediately after deferted the Ser-

vice, and came back again, bringing Lundy the Gover-

nor before appointed by his Majelty with them, and al-

fedged for their Excufe, that it was impoffible to defend:
the Town. But notwithftanding this Treachery, fuch

was the refolution of the befieged, that they continued to -
defend themfelves with the utmoft Bravery, and fent again.
for Relief, which under Kir% came not to them till the

7th of Furte, nor were thefe poor Creatures actually re-

lieved till the soth of Fuly, though thereappears norea:

fon why he might not have done it when he firft came in--
to the Harbour, which was more than feven Weeks be-.
fore. Thus we fee the Refolution of thefe poor Men

wearied out all their Difappointments.

When the Convention met, they refolved upon twenty.
eight Articles, as the Preliminaries upon which they
would difpofe the Crown ;. but this Defign dwindled into
a Declaration of our Rights, which was in thirteen Ar-
ticles, and the moft confiderable, viz, That thr raifing
and keeping up a Standing Army in times of Peace is con-
trary to Law, had tagg’d to it thefe Words, wwirhous Au~-
sherity of Parliament, as if the confent of the Parliament.
would not have made it legal without thofe werds,. or-
that their Confent would make it lefs dangerous. This
made the Facobites {ay in thofe early Days, that fome
evil Counfellors defigned to play the fame game again of.
a Standing Army, and attributed unjuftly the neglect of
drelandto the fame Caufe, becaufe by that omiffion it was
made neceflary to raife a greater Army to reduce it, with
which the King acquainted the Parliament the 8th of
March, when {peaking of the deplorable Cordition of
Ireland, he declared he thought it not advifeable to at-
tempt the reducing it with lefs than 20000 Horfe and

Foot. This was a bitter Pill to the Parliament, who
thought they might have managed their Share of the
War with France at $ea; but there wasno Remedy, a
greater Army muft be railed, or IreJand loft 5 and to gild

1
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it, all the Courtiers ufhered in their Speeches with this
Declaration, that they would have been the firft for dif-
banding them when the War was over ; and this Decla-
ration has been made as often as an Army has been de-
bated fince during’ the War, and I fuppofe punétually
obferv’d lalt Seffions. At laft the Thing was confented
to, and the King iffu’d forth Commiflions for the raifing
of Horfe, Foot, and Dragoons. In this Army very few.
Gentlemen of Eftates in Jreland could get Employments,
though they were in a miferable Condition here, and
made their utmoft Application for th>m ; it being a com-
mon Objection by fome Colonels, that a Man had an
Efate there, which in all likelihood wou'd have made
him more vigorous in reducing the Kirgdom.. It was
long after this Army was rais’d, before they could be
ready to be tranfported ; and even then it was commen-
ly faid, that Shomberg found many Things out of Orders,
and when they were at laft tranfported, which was about
the middle of Axgu/t, they were not in a Condition to
fight the Enemy, though lazely bafficd before Londender-
7y, cfpecially their Carriages not coming to them tll the
24th of Seprember, when 1t was high time 10 go intoe
Winter Quarters Dy this means the -2 got Strength
and Courage, and three fourths of our Army perith’d at.
the Camp at Dundalt. ,

But though our Army could do nothing, yet the Mi~
litia of the Country, alnoft without Arms or Cloaths,
performed Miracles, witnefs that memnrable Siege of
Londonderry, the Defeat of General Mackarty, who was
intrench’d in a Bog with ten thoufand regular Troops,
and attack’d by fiftccen hundred Janifkilling Men, dcfeat-
ed, himfeif made a Prifoner, and three thoufand of his.
Men kill'd; and a great many other gal ant A&tions
they perform’d, for which they were dif 1 ifs’d by Kirk
with Scorn and Ignominy, and moft of their Offic:rs left
to ftarve. Thus the War in Ire/and was nurs’d up ei-
‘ther through Chance, Inadvertency, or the Neceffity of
‘our Affairs (for | am willing to think it was Defign) tll
-at laft it was grown fo big, that nothing lefs chan his
Majefty’s great Genius, and the ufual Succefs that has
always attended his Condudt, could have .overcome

1t,.
When.
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When the Parliament met that Winter, they fell upor
the examination of the Iri/3 Affairs ; and finding Com-
miflary Shales was the caufe of a great part of the Mifcar-
riages, they addrefled his Majefty that he would be pleafed
to acquaint the Houfe who it was that advifed the im-
ploying him, which his Majefty did not remember. They
then addrefled, that he would be pleafed te order him to
be taken into Cuftody, and it was done accordingly ; up-
on which Shales fent a Letter to the Speaker, defiring he
might be brought over to England, where he would vin-
dicate himfelf, and jufti'ly what he had done. Then the
Houfe addreffed his Majefty again, that he might be
brought over with all convenient fpeed ; and the King
was pleafed to anfwer, that he had given fuch Orders al-
ready. Then the Houfe referred the matter to a private
Committee; but before any Report made, or Shales could
be brought to England, the Parliament was prorogued, and
after diffolved ; and foon after he fell fick and died.

The negle&t of Ireland this Year made it neceffary to
yaife more Forces, and increafe our Eftablifhment, which
afterwards upon pretence of invading France was advan-
ced to eighty feven thoufand fix hundred ninety eight
Men. At lat by our great Armies and Fleets, and the
conftant expence of maintaining them, we were too hard
for the Oeconomy, Skill, and Policy of France; and not-
withftanding all our Difficulties, brought them te Terms
both Safe and Honourable.

It not being to the purpofe of this Difcourfe, I fhall
omit giving any account of the Conduct of our Fleet du-
ring this War, how few Advantages we reaped by it, and
how many Opportunities we loft in deftroying the Freach.
Only thus much I will-ebferve, that tho’ a great part of it
may be attributed to the Negligence, Ignorance, or
‘Treachery of inferior Officers, yet it could net {o univer-
fally happen thro’ the whole courfe of the War, and un-
punithed too, netwithftanding the clamours of the Mer-
<hants, and repeated eomplaints in Parliament, unlefs the
caufe had laid deeper : What that is, I fhall not prefume
to enquire ; but 1 am fure there has been a very ill Argu-
ment drawn from it, viz. That a Fleet is no fecurity to us.

As foon as the Peace was made, his Majefty difcharged
a great part of the foreign Forces ; and an Advertifement

was
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was publifhed in the Gazetre, that ten Regiments -thould
be forthwith difbanded ; and we were told, as foon as it
was done, that more fhiould foilow their example. But
thefe Refolutions, it {feems, were altered, and the modifh
Language was, that we mu®t keep up a Standing Army.
Their Arguments were turned toply turvy : For as during
the War the People were prevailed upon to keep up the
Army in hoyes of a Peace; fo now we muft keep them
up fur fear of a War.  1he Condition of France, which
they had been decrying for many Years, was now magni-
fied : We are told, that it was doubtful whether the
French King would deliver up any of the Towns ; that
he was preparing a valt Fleet upon the Lord knows what
Defign ; that it was impoffible to make a Militia ufefh! ;
that the warlike King 'Jemry had an Army of eighteen
thoufand L5 Heroes in France, who would be ready
when called for ; and that the King of Spain was dying.
The Members of Parliament were difcouried with as they.
came to Town ; "twas whilpered about, that the Whigs
would be all turned out of Employments: A new Plot
was faid to be difcovered for murdering the King, and
fearches were made at Midnight ihro’ the whole City to
the difcovery of Plenty of lornicators but no Traitors.
The Placemongers confulted among themfelves, and found:
by a wonderful Sympathy thcy were all of ene Opinion ;
and if by any means they could get a few more to be of
the fame, the day was their own : So they were pofitive
of {uccefs, and very fure they fhould carry it by above a.
hundred Voices.

The Houfe had not fat a Week, but this matter came
to bedebated ; and the Queftion in the Committes was,
Whether all Ferees roifed fiice the Yiar 80 frould be dif
banded # Which wascarned in the Affirmative, the Co\gt
being not able to bring it to a divifion; and the next
Day when it was reported, they did not attempt to fet
afide the Vote, but to recommit it, upon pretence it
tied the King to the old Tory Regiments, (tho’ by the
way, none of thofe Regiments have been fince difbanded)
and fome faid they thought the forces in 8o too many.
I can fafely fay, tho' I h.d frequent difcourfe with many
of them, yet I never heard any one of them at that time
Jpreiend to be for a greater force than this Vote lef;{ the

ing
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King : But let what will be their Reafons, it was carried.
againft them by a Majority of 37, the Affirmatives being,
185, and the Negatives 148. I will not here take Notice
of what fome People have faid, wiz. That of the 148
who avere for recommitting the Vote, 116 had Places,
becaufe I doubt the faét; nordo [ belicve their Places,
would biafs them.

This was 3 |thorow Vi&ory, and required great Skill:
and addrefs to retrieve.  The fears of France were again
multiplied ; ’twas faid there was a private Article that
King Fames was to leave France, which the Fresch re-
fufed to perform ; that Beuflers and the Earl of Portland
had given one another the Life ; that fome of the latter’s
Retinue had been killed ; that the Frenck Ambaffador
was ftopped, the King of Spain dead, and abundance
more to this purpofe. "{’he Club was ferup at the R—,
.great Applications made, the Commiffion of the Excife
was declared to be broke (by which nine Commiffioners
Places were to be difpofed of, and above 40 Perfons
named for them) and many of the Country Gentlemen
were gone home. Thus recruited, they were ready for
a new Encounter: and fince by the Rules of the Houfe
they could not fet afide the former Vote dire@ly, they
would try to do it by a fide Wind ; which was by mo-
ving, that dire®ions might be given to the Committee of
Ways and Means to confider ot a fupply for Guards and
Garifons . But the other fide, toobvia e this, offered thefe
Woras asan Amendmeut, wiz. dccording to the Vote of
the 11th of December.  'This matter was much laboured,
-and the Gentlemen that were againft the Army explained.
themfelves, and declared they were not for obliging the
King to the Regiments in 8o, but that they infilted only
‘on the Numbker, and he might choofe what Regiments he
pleafed. By this Means they carried it, but not without
.great oppofition, (tho’ I prefume from none of thofe Gen-
tlemen who declared in all Places they were for recom-
mitting the former Vote only for the Reafons before giv-
en) befides, they were forced to explain themfelves out of
-a confiderable part of it, for they allowed the King the
Dutch Regiments, and the Tangeriners ; which in my
‘Opinion could not be well underftood by the former
Wote, the meaniog of which feems to be thatK the

ing.
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‘King thould have all the Forces that Charles the 2d had
‘in 80 in England, and thefe were not then here ; the
Holland Regiments being paid by the States, and theie
Soldiers ;. and the others gco Leagues off at Tangicr, But
all thisadvantage would not fatisty the Army-Gentlemen:
For in the Committce they endeavoured again to fet a-
fide the Vote, by moving foraSum of sceooo Pounds
per Annum for Guards and Garrifons, without naming any
certain Number (which would have maintained above
20000) but this could not be carried ; therefore they
came to a fort of Compofition, to have but 1ooco, where-
of a great number were to be Horfe and Dragoonts ;
and the Sum given to maintain them was 350000 Pounds;.
But notwithftanding this they moved afterwards for 3000
Marines (alledging that thefe were not a Land-Force,
‘but a Water-Force) which was carried.

Here I will beg leaveto obferve one thing, that no-
thing would fatisty the Courtiers at the beginning of the
Winter but to have the Forces eftablifhed by the Parlia-.
ment, and upon other Terms they would not accept
them ; and in all Companys faid, that any Minifter that
advifed the King to keep them up otherwife, or any Of-.
ficers that continued his Commiflion ought to be attainted
of High Treafon: About which I fhall not differ with
thefe Gentlemen, nor do I arraign them for altering their
Opinion ; for perhaps they may conceive that a Vote to
give 350c00 Pounds for Guardsand Garrifons, is a fuf-
ficient Authority againft Law to quarter Soldiers in all
parts of England, as well out of Garifons, as in them,
and as well at a diftance from the King’s Perfon, as
about it.

Thus what our Courts for above a thoufand Years to-
%cthcr had never Effrontery enough to atk; what the Pen-
loner Parliament could not think of without Aftonith-
ment ; what King Fames’s Parliament (that almoft chofen.
by himfelf) could not hear debated with Paticnce, we are
likely to have the honour of eitablifhing in our own Age,
even under a Deliverance.

Now we will examine how far they have complied with.
the Refola-ions of the Houfe of Commons. Having fo
far gained upon the firft Vote by the means beforerelated,
"twas not eafy to be imagined but they would nicely per-

form.
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form the reft, without any art or evafion: But inftead
of this, they formed a certain number of Men out of
every Troop and Company, and kept up all the Of-
ficers, who arethe molt effential and chargeable part of
an Army, the private Soldiers being to be raifed again in
a few Days whenever they pleafe.  This is fuch a dif-
banding as every Officer would have made in his Company
for his private advantage, and always did in Char/es the
2d’s time, and even in this Reign when they were not
in A&ion: So thatall the effelt of fuch a Reform is to
hinder the Officers from falfc Mufters, and fave the pay
of a few common Soldiers.

But this wonld not fatisfy the People, and therefore
they difbanded fome Regiments of Horfe, Foot and
Dragoons, and thought of that profound Expedient of
fending a great mary more to /s ¢/axd ; as if our grievance
was not the fear of being enflaved by them, but left they
fhould fpend their Money amcng us. I am {orry the
Nation 1s grown {o contemptible in thefe Gentlemens O-
pinions,. as to think that they can remove our fears of a
Standing Army by {ending them threefcore Miles off,
from waence they may recall them upon a'few Days no-
tice. Nayan Army keptin Ireland, is more dangerous
to us than at home : For here by perpetual converfe with
their Relations and Acquaintarce, fume few of them
perhaps m.y warp towards their Country ; whereas in
Ireland they are iept as it were in a Garifon, where they
are fhut up from the communication of their Country-
men, and may be nurfed up in another Intereft. This is
true, that ’tis a common Policy among Arbitrary Princes
often to fhift their Soldiers Quarters, left they fhould con-
tra& friendfhip amoag the Natives, and by degrees fall
into their Intereft.

It may be faid perhaps, That the People of Ireland
will pay them; which makes the matter fo much the
worfe, for they are lefs likely to have any regard to their
Cuuntry. Befides if we confider the Lords Juftices Speech
to that Parliament, wherein theyare let know that his Ma-
jefty Expects that they will continue the Subfiftence to the
difbanded Officers, and fupport the prefent Eftablifhment
{which by the way isnear three times as great as C}:a;f::

e
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the Second’s) and this without any other Ceremony or
qualification of Time (with which his Majefty was pleafed
to exprefs himfelf to his Engli/s and Scotch Parliaments)
we may be cenvinced that they are rot in a Condition to
difpute this matter ; efpecially at a time when they ap-
prehend Hardfhips will be put upon them in relation to
their Trade ; And therefore we may be fure they will
gratify the Court to the utmoft of their Power, in hopes,
if they cannot prevent the pafling a Law againft them, to
obtain a connivance in the execution. We may add ; by
this means they will keep their Money in their own
Country, a great part whereof came formerly to Eng-
Jand, and bave an opportunity of returning the Compli-
ment we defigned them laft Year, if we don’t prevent
it by difbanding the Army there, as Straford’s Army in
Ireland was formerly in the 15th of Charlcs the firft, and
lately another in 1678 by our Exglib Parliaments.

I cannot avoid taking notice here, how different the
modifh Sentiments are in Ireland and England : For there
the Language is, We muft comply with the Court, ia
keeping up the Army, or otherwife the Woollen Manu-
faCture is gone ; and here the Men in fathion tell us, that
an Army muft be kept in Ireland to deftroy the Woollen
Manufa&ure, and execate the Laws we make againit
tﬁem 5 and in order to it the People of Ireland are to pay
them.

This proje of fending Men to Jrelamd was fo tran-
fparent, that they durft not rely upon it; and iherefore
they told us, that as faft as Money could be got, they
would difband more Regiments. The Peopic were in
greatExpectation when it would be done, and feveral times
it was taken notice of in Parliament ; and the Courtiers
always affured them that nothing hindred it but the want
of Meney to pay them off. ’Twas confidently faid inall
publick places, that eighteen Regiments more would be
difbanded, and the Regiments were named ; and I have
heard it with great Aflurance affirmed by the Agents and
Officers themfelves, that the King had figned it in Coun-
cil. Thus the Seflion was worn out, till the Houfe of
Commons, tired with Expe&ation, addrefled his Majefty,,
That bz awould be pleafed to give order that a Lift be laid
befire the Houfe of the Army difbanded, and intended to be

difbanded,
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difpanded, andof the Officers Names avho are to bave balf
#ay; and his Majefty was pleafed to anfwer, That be avould
comjly with the defires of the Houfe, as foon as convenient-
ly beoronld: But the Parliament fitting not above a Month
afr., wards, his Majefty fent them no farther anfwer.

Atlaft the Parliament rofe, and inftead of difbanding:
they brought over a great many foreign Regiments, and
fent them to Jre/and, as well as three more Engli/b ones.
But even all this would not bring their Army in England
down to ten thoufand Men; f{o that they made another
Reform, and fince have incorporated the Officers of the
difbanded Regiments in Jreland into the Standing Troops,
by which means they have got an Army of Officers:
Whereas if thefe Gentlemen defign their Army to defend
us againft a fudden Invafion, orto be in readinefs againft
the King of Spaix’s Death, in my poor Opinion they
fhould have kept up the private Soldiers, and difbanded
all the Officers but fuch as are juft neceflary to exercife
them ; for Officers will be always ready to accept good
Employments, whereas the private Soldiers will be very
difficultly lifted again in a new War, though we all know
they are eafily to be got together, when they are only to
infult their Countrymen.

One good effeét of this Armyrhiy already appeared ;
for I prefume every Body has heard how prevailing an
Argument it was in the late EleGtions, That if ave choofe
Juch a Man, awe fhall be free from Quarters : And I wifh
‘this Argument does not every day grow ftronger. Nay,
who knows but in another Reign the Corporations may be
told that his Majefty expecs they will choofe the Officers
©of the Army, and the Parliament be told that he expeéis
they will maintain them ?

But to fet thiz matter in a full view, I will here put
down the Eftablithment of King Charles the Second in 88,
which was the foundation of the Vote of the 11¢h of De-
eember, as alfo his prefent Majelty’s ; And in this, as well
as my other Computations, I do not pretend but I may
be miftaken in many Particulars, though I have taken
what care I could not to be {o ; nor is it material to my
purpofe, fo that the variation from Truth is not confider-
able. 1
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I thall alfo fet down King William’s Eftablithment as
the Regiments were before the Reform, becaufe all the
Officers ftill remain, and a great part of the private Sol-
diers, which I take to be in effeét full Regiments ; the
reft being to be raifed again in a few days, if they are de-
figned for hcme Service, but, as [ faid before, the hardeft-
to be got if they are defigned for Spain or Flanders. But
herein if any Man differs from me, he may make his own
dedudtions.

The Eftablifoment of Charles the Second in
England 7 the Year Eighty.

Horfe and Dragoons in England.
Troopsy Com. Non Private Total
& Comp.0ffic.Com.Of . Men, Numb,
Troq[}{s of Guards 3 48 15 6oo 663
The Royal Regiment of Horfe 8 34 40 400 474
A Troop of Dragoons raifed
in Fuly, 1680. L 4 & 40 52

Total Horfe -and Dragoons 12 86 63 1040 1188
Foot in England.

Gentlemen Penfioners 1 6 o 40 46
Yeomen of the Guard 1 7 © 100 107
The Firft Regiment of Foot-

Guards 24 75 192 1440 1707

The Coldftream Regiment 12 3 6 720 853
The Duke of York’s Regiment 12 33 gé 630 765
The Holland Regiment 12 39 g6 6oo 73§
Independent Companies 26 78 208 1260 1546

——

Total Foot in England 88 283 688 4790 5761

King
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- King Charles the Second's Effablifbment.
n Ireland in the Year Eighty.

Troops of Horfe 24 gb 196 ro8o 1372

His Foor in Ireland.

Yeomen of the Guard t 3 o 6o 63
A Regiment of Guards 12 40 Qg 1120 1259
Single Companies 74 222 444 4440 5166

Total Foot in Ireland 87 265 543 5620 6428

I have not here put down the Garrifon of Tangier
which was about three thoufand Men, becaufe that Place
is now loft, and confequently wants no Garrifon.

I will now fet down his prefent Majefty’s Eftablith-
ment, and then compare them both together.

Horfe and Dragoons upon the Englifh
Eftablifbment.

Three Troops of Horfe Guards 3 48 15 600 663
One Troop of Dutch Guards 1 15 § 200 220
One Troop of Horfe Grenadiers 1 11 20 180 211
Lord Oxford’s Regiment 40 45 5§31 616
Lord Portlaud’s Horfe Dutch

42 54 603 699

Regiment
Lumley's Regiment 40 45 5§31 616
Wood's Regiment 28 36 354 412
Arran’s Regiment 28 36 354 412
Windham's Regiment 28 36 354 412
Shomberg’s Regiment 28 36 354 412
Macclesfield’s Regiment 28 36 354 412
Raby’s Dragoons 37 72z 480 389
Flood’s Dragoons 37 72 480 589

37 72 480 589

Lord Efex’s Dragoons
Total Horfe and Drag. in Eng. 86 447 580 4855 6876
Foot

VXX ARNPONDOO WO




Standing Armies in England. 93
Foot on the Englith Effablifbment.
Gentlemen Penfioners 1 6 o 40 46
Yeomen of the Guard I 7 © 100 107
Lord Rumney’s four Battalions 28 g9 222z 2240 2563
Lord Cutt’s two Battalions 14 §1 113 1120 1283
The Blue Guards a Dutch Re-
giment, four Battalions 26 96 208 2366 2670
E. of Orkney’s aScotch Reg. 26 88 208 1560 1656
Selwin’s Regiment 13 44 104 780 928
Churchil’s Regiment 13 44 104 780 gz8
Trelaavny’s Regiment 13 44 104 780 28
Earle’s Regiment 13 44 104 780 928
Seymour’s Regiment 13 44 104 780 g28
Lolt’s Regiment 13 44 104 780 gz28
Mordant’s Regiment 13 44 104 780 928
Sir Dawid Collier’s Regiment 13 44 104 780 g28
Sir C. Herg)s Fufileers in JFerfey 13 46 104 780 g30
Collingwood's Regiment 13 44 104 780 28
A Company at Upnor Caftle 1 2 6 5o 58
Total Footin England 227793 179615276 17865

Horfe and Dragoons upon the Irith Effa-

blifbment,
Lufon’s Regiment : 6 4z 30 354 412
Lang flon’s Regiment 6 42 30 354 412
Lord Gallaway's a French Reg. 9 113 45 531 689
Rofs’s Dragoons 8 37 72 480 89
Ecklins's Dragoons 8 37 7z 480 589
Cunningham’s Dragoons 8 37 7z 480 589
Mermon’s a Fremeh Regiment 8 74 144 480 €98
Total Horfe and Drag. in Ire/. 53 338 465 3159 3062

Foot
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Foot upon the Irith Effablifoment, with the
difbanded Officers incorporated.

Fairfax's Regiment 13
Collumbine’s Regiment 13
Webb's Regiment 13
Granvill’s Regiment 13
Breawer’s Regiment 13
Facob’s Regiment 13
Hew’s Regiment 13
Steward's Regiment 13
Hanmore's Regiment 13
Fitcomb’s Regiment 13
Stanley’s Regiment 13
Bridges's Regiment 13
Fr. Hamilton’s Regiment 13
Ingelfby’s Regiment 13
Pifar’s Regiment i3
Bellafis’s Regiment 13
Guflavus Hamilton’s Reg. 13
Tifafy’s Regiment 13
Martoon’s a FrenchReg. 13
Lamellioncer’s ditto 13

Beleafile's a French Reg. 13
Holr'sReg. in#. Ind.which
is not upon the /4 Eft. 13

66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66

44

104
104
104
104
104
1c4
104
104
104

104

104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104

104

780
780
780
780
780
780
780
780
780
780
780
780
780
780
780
280
780
780
780
780
780

280

950
950
950
950
950
950
950
950
950
950
950
950
950
950
950
950
950
950
927
967
967

928

Total Foot in Ireland 286 1481

I will now compare both
togother.

His Eftablifoment in England,

Charles the Second’s Horfe
in Eighty in England 12
His Foo: in Englund 88

——

86

2288 17160 z0g929

Eftablithments

63

1049

283 688 4790

His Horfe & Foot in £zg.100

369

751

3830

118y
5791

6950
His
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His Eflablifment in Ireland.

His Horfe in freland 24 96 196 1680 1372
-His Foot in Ireland 87 265 243 5620 (428

His Horfe &Footin Jrel. 111 361 739 67coA 7809

Al bis Army in England and Ireland.
His Horfe in England

and Jreland 36 1835 259 2120 25631
His Foot in England and
Ireland 175 548 1231 10410 12189

All his Army in England
and Ireland 211 730 1490 12§39 14750

King William’s Eflablifbment.

His Horfe in England 86 441 580 5855 6876
His Foot in England 227 793 1796 15276 17865

All his Forcesin England 313 1234 2376 21131 24741

His Eftablifoment in Ireland.

His Horfe in Ireland 53 338 465 3159 3962
His Foot in Ireland 286 1481 2288 17160 zogzg

All his Forces in Jreland 339 1819 2753 20319 24891

All bis Army. in England and Ireland.

His Horfe and Dragoons

in Eng. and Ireland 139 779 104 o014 10838
His Foot in England and ? > 9 i

Ireland 513 2274 4784 32436 38794

All his Army in England
aud Irelawd 652 3053 5139 41450 49632
Se
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So that his prefent Majefty in England and Freland a-
lone has above three times as many [roops and.Compa-
nies as Charles the Second in the Year Eighty, almoft
five times.as many Commiffion Officers, near four times
as many Non-Commiflion Officers ; and when the Com-
manders fhall have Orders to recruit their Companies,
will have more than three times the Number of common
Soldiers, befides the difbanded Officers which are noc in-
corporated into other Regiments; and upon the Efta-
blifhment they now ftand, are as much Creatures to the
Court, as if their Regiments were in Being.

His Majefly’s Forces in Scotland, which
in the Year Eighty confifted of 2806
Men,

The Troops of Guards 1 1§ 5§ 120 140
The Royal Reg of Dragoons 8 37 72 320 429
Fedborough's Dragoons 6 27 54 240 321
The Royal Reg. of Foot Guards16 51 128 g1z 1091

_Reaw’s Fufileers 16 51 128 640 Big
Collier or Hamilton’s Drag. 16 51 128 640 819
Maitland’s Dragoons 16 51 128 640 819
In Garrifons 4 12 24 295 331

All his Forces in Scot/and 83 295 667 3807 4769

Thefe Forces are as they are now reduc’d and allow-
ed by theParliament of Scot/and, for Peafons beft known
to themfelves ; which without deubt mult be very good
ones, and ’tis commonly faid, that tén Privy Counfellors
of that Kingdom, who appear’d againft the Army, are
turn’d out of the Council; which, if true, I prefume will
be a fufficient Warning to our Gentlemen at home.

However, there is this Ufe in the Scotch Army, that if
the Parliament of England thall be prevaild on to think
any Forces neceflary, a lefler Number will be fufficient.

His



Standing Armies in England. 97

His Majefly's Foraes in Holland.

Lawder’s Regiment 13 44 104 780 928
William Collins’s Regiment 13 44 104 780 28
Muray’s Regiment 13 44 104 780 928
Fergufon’s Regiment - 13 44 104 780 g28

Stranaver’s Regiment 13 44 104 780 928
13 44 104 780 028

All the Forcesin Holland 78 264 624 4680 5568

— ——— — Arenmcnat et

S O that his Majefty’s
whole Army confifts of 813 3612 6420 49937 5999

Of thefe feven thoufand, eight hundred, and f{eventy
feven, are Foreigners, which is the firft foreign Army
that ever fet Foot in England, but as Enemies.

Since the writing of this I am informed, that Brude-
nall's Regiment is in Being, and that Eppizger’s Dra-
goons are in Exglifb Pay, which if true, will make the
whole Army fixty odd thoufand Men ; but in this as well
as many other Parts of the Lift I may be mittaken, for
which I hope I fhall be excufed, when I acquaint the
Reader that I was forced to pick it out from accidental
Difcourfes with Officers, having applied to my Lord
R—'s Office without Succefs, though I made fuch Inte-
reft for it as upon another Occafion would not have becn
refufed.

If the Prince of Orange in his Declaration, inftead of
telling us that we fhould be fettled upon fuch a Founda-
tion that there fhould be no Danger of our falling again
into Slavery, and that he would fend back all his Forces
as foon as that was done, had promis’d us that after an
eight Years War (which fhouid leave us in Debt near
twenty Millions) we fhould have a Standing Army efta-
blithed, a great many of which fhould be Foreigners, I
believe few Men would have thought fuch a Revolution
worth the Hazard of their Lives and Eftates; but his

You. L E mighty
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mighty Soul was above fuch abje& thoughts as thefe; his
Declaration was his own, thefe paltry Defigns are our
Undertakers, who would fhelter their own Oppreflions
under his Satred Name.

I would willingly know whether the late King Fames
could have enflaved us but by an Army, and whether
there is any way of fecuring us from falling again into
Slavery but by difbanding them. It was in that fenfe |
underftood bis Majefty’s Declaration, and therefore did
early take up Arms for him, asI fhall be always ready
to do. It was this alone which made his afiiftance ne-
ceflary to us, otherwife we had wanted none but the
Hangman’s.

I will venture to fay, that if this Army does not make
us Slaves, we are the only People vpon Earth in fuch
Circumftances that ever elcaped ir, with the 4th part of
their number. Itis a greater force than Alexander con-
quered the Eaft with, than Cz/a» had in his Conqueft of
Gaul, or indeed the whole Roman Frmpire; double the
number that any of our Anceftore ever invaded France
with, Agefilaus the Perfians, or Huricdes and Scanderbeg
the Turti/b Empire ; as many again as was in any battle
between the Dutch and Spaniards in forty Years War, or
betwixt the King and Parliament in England; four times
as many as the Prince of Orangelanded with in England;
and in fhort, as many as have been on both fides in nine
Battles of ten that were ever fought in the World, If
this Army does not enflave us, it 1s barely becaufe we
have a virtuous Prizce that will not attempt it; and it is
2 moft miferable thing to have no other Security for our
Liberty, than the Will of a Man, though the moft juft
Man living : For that is not a free Government where
there is a good Prince (for evon the moft arbitrary Go-
-vernments have had fometimes a Relaxation of their Mi-
feries) but where it is fo conftituted, that no one can be
a Tyrantif he would. Cicero fays, though a Mafler does
not tyrarnize, yet it is a lamentable confideration that it
is in his Power to do fo; and therefore fuch a Power is to
be trufted to none, which if it does not find a Tyrant,
‘commonly makes one ; and if not him, to be fure a Suc-
ceflor. '

If



Standing Armies inEngland. 99

. If any one during the Reign ef Char/es the Second,
when thofe that were called #higs, with a noble Spirit of
Liberty, both in the Parliament Houfe and in private
Companies, oppofed a few Guards as Badges of Tyranny,
a Deftruétion to our Conftitution, and the Foundations of
a Standing Army: I fay, if any fhould have told them

-‘that a Deliverer fhould come andrefcue them from the
Oppreflions under whigh they then laboured ; that Framce
by atedious and confumptive War fhould be reduced to
half the Power it then had; and even at that time they
thould not only be paffive, butufe their utmoft Intereft,
and diftort their Reafon to find out Arguments for keep-
ing up fo vaft an Army, and make the Abufes of which
they had been all their lives complaining, Precedents to
juttify thole Proceedings; whoever would have told them
this, mult have been very regardlefs of his Reputation,
and beén thought to have had a great deal of iﬁ»nature,
But the truth is, we have lived 1n an Age of Miracles,
and thete is nathing {o extravagant that we may not expect
to fee, when furly Patriots grow fervile Flatterers, old
Commonwealth{men declare for the Prerogative, and Ad-
mirals againft the Fleet.

But I wonder what Arguments in Nature our Hirelings
will think of for keeping up an Army this Year. Good
Reafons lie within a narrow Compafs, and might be guefl-
ed at; but nonfenfe is infinite. The Arguments they
chicfly infited upon laft year were, "hat it was uncertain
whether the French King would deliver up any of his
Towns if we diibarided our Army ; that King Fames had
180co Men at his devotion kept by the Kingof France ;
that a great Fleet was preparing there upon fome un-
known Defign; that the King of Spain was dying ; that
there was no Milita fettled ; and that they would keep
them up only for a year to fee how the World went.
This with a few Lies about my Lord Portland’s and Bouf-
Sler's quarrelling, and fome Prophecies of our being in-
vaded in fix Moaths, was the fubftance of what was faid
or printed.

Now in fa@ the French King has delivered up Giron,
Rofes, Belver, Barcelona, and a great Part of the Pro.
vince of Cutalonia: The Town and Province of Luxcom -
burg, and the County of Chiny; the Towns of Mors,

E: Charleroy)
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Charleroy, Courtray, and Aeth in the Spani/b Provinces,
to the King of Spain,

The Town of Dinant to the Bithop of Licge.

The Towns of Pignercl, Cazal, Sufa, Montmelian,
Nice, Villa Franca, all Sawoy, and part of Piedmont to
the Duke of Sawsy.

The Cities of 7rewes, Germenfbcim, and the Palatinate s
the County of Spanheim, Veldentz, and Dutchy of Deux-
ponts ; the County of Mombelliand, and {fome Pofleflions
of Burgundy ; the Forts of Kiel, Fribourgh, St. Peter-
fort, Defloile, the Town of Philipsburgh, and moft of
Alface, Eberenburg, and the Dutchy of Lorrain to the
Empire: Has demolithed Hunningen, Montroyal, and
Kernburg.

He has delivered up the Principality of Orange to the
King of England. '

Thefe are vaft Countries, and contain in bignefs as
much ground as the Kingdom of England,and maintain’d
the King of Framee above 100000 Men; befides he had
1:id out vaft Sumsin the Fortifications he delivered up and
demolithed.  Add to this, his Kingdom'is miferably im-
poverifhed and depopulated by this War ; his Manufac-
tures much impaired; great Numbers of Offices have
been eredted, which like Leeches draw away the People’s
Blood ; predioious Debts contratted, and a moft bene-
ficial Trade with England loft. ‘Thefe things being con-
fidered, there can be little danger of their thewing over-
much wantonrefs, efpecially for fome years; and yet
fiill we muft be bullied by the name of Frdnce, and the
Fear of itmuft do what their Power could never yet ef-
fe€: which is a little too grofs, confidering they were
enflaved by the fame means. For in Lewis the XIth’s
Time, the French gave up their Liberties for fear of Eng-
land, and now we muft give up ours for fear of France.

Secondly, Moft of King Fames's Englifb and Iri/b forces
which we' have been f{o often threained with, are dif-
banded ; and he is {aid to fubfift upon his Majefty’s Cha-
rity, which will be a fufficient Caution for his good be-
havionr.

Thirdly, The French Fleet, which was another Bug-
bear, exceeded not this year zo Sail, nor attempted any

Thing, though we had no Fleet out to oppofe them:
Fourthly,
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Fourthly, The King of Spain is not dead, nor in a
more dangerous Condition than he has been for fome
years ; and we are not without hopes that his Majefty by
his extraordinary Prudence has taken fuch care asto pre-
vent a new War, in cafe he thould die. _

Fifthly, Astothe Militia, I fuppofe every Man is now
fati-fied that we muft never expet to fee it made ufeful
till we have difbanded_the Army. I would not be here
urderftood to throw the whole Odium of that Matter up-
on the Court ; for there are feveral other Parties in Eng-
land, that are not over-zealous for a Militia. Firit,
thofe who are for reftoring King Fames’s trumpery, and
would have the Army difbanded, and no Force fettled
in the room of it. Next, there are a mungrel fort of
Mien who are not dire¢t Enemies to the King, yet becaufe
their fancied merit is not rewarded at their own price,
they are fo fhagreen that they will not let him have the
Reputation of fo noble an Eftablithment. Befides thefe,
there are others that having no Notion of any Militia
but our own, and being utterly unacquainted with ancient
and-modern Hiftory, think it impraQicable: And fome
wretched things are againft it becaufe of the Charge ;
whereas if their Mothers had taught them to caft ac-
compts, they would have found out that 52000 Men for
a Month, will be but the fame charge to the Subje&t as
four thoufand for a year, fuppofing the pay te be the
fame ; and reckoning it to be a third part greater, it will
be equivalent to the charge of 6000: And if we thould
allow them to be out a fortnight longer than was defigned
by the laft Bill for exercifing in leffer Bodies, then the
utmoft Charge of fuch a Militia will be no more than to
keep up gooo Men the year round. None of the Par-
ties I mentioned will openly oppofe a Militia, though they
would be all glad to diop 1t: And I believe nobody wiil
be {0 hardy as to deny, but if the Court would fhew as
much Vigour in profecuting it, as they did laft year to
keep up a Standing Army, that a Bill would pafs ;
which they will certainly do if we difband the Army,
and they chink it neceffary ; and if they do not, we
have no reafon to think an Army fo. When they tell us
we may be invaded in the mean timc, they are not in
carneft ; for we all know if the King of France has any

E g Defigns,
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Defigns, they lock another Way : "Befides, he has pre-
vided no Tranfperts, nor is in any readinefs to make an
Invafion; and if he was, we have a Fleet to hinder
him ; nay, even the Militia we have in London and fome
other Counties, are moderately exercis’d: and I believe
thofe who fpeak moft contemptibly of them will allow
them to have natural Courage, and as good Limbs as o-
ther People ; and if they will allow nething elfe, then
here is an Army of an hundred or fix {core thoufand
Men, ready lifted, regimented, horfed and armed; and
if there fhould be any Occafion, his Majefty can put
what Officers he pleafes of the old Army over them, and
the Parliament will'be fitting to give him what Powers:
thall be neceflary. We may adf to this, that the dif-
banded Soldiers ‘in all probability will be part of this
Body ; and then what fear can there be of a fcambling
Invafion of a few Men?

I have avoide<! in this place difcourfing of the Nature
of Militia’s, that Subjeét having been fo fully handled
already ; only thus much I will obferve, that a Standing
Army in Peace will grow more effeminate by living dif-
folutely in Quarters, than a Militia that for the moft
part will be exercifed with hard labour. So that uron
the whole matter, a Standing Army in Peace will be
worfe than a Militia ; and in War a Militia will foon be-
come a difciplined Army.

Sixthly, the Army has been kept up fora Year, which
is all was pretended to; and notwithflanding their Pro-
phecies, we have had no Invafion, nor danger of one.

 Laply, the Earl of Portland and Marthal Bouflers
were fo far from quarrelling, that perhaps no Englifs
Ambaflador was ever received in France with more Ho-
nour.

Bat further, there is a Crifis in all Affairs, which
when once loft, is never to be retrieved, Several Acci-
dents concur to make the difbanding the Army prac-
ticable now, which may not happenagain. We haye
a new Parliament, uncorrupted by the Intrigues of the.
Courtiers : Befides, the Soldiers themfelves hitherto have
known little but the Fatigues of a War, and have been
fo paid fince, that the private Men would be glad to be
diftanded ; andthe O&cers would not be very uneafy at

it,
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it, confidering they are to have half Pay, which we muft
not expeét them hereafter when they have lived in Riot
and Luxury. Add to this, we have a good Prince,
whofe Inclinations as well as Circumflances will oblige
him to comply with the reafonable Defires of his People.
But let us not flatter ourfelves, this will not be always
fo. If the Army fhould becontinued a few Years, they
will be accountcd part of the Prerogative, and ’twill be
thought as great a violation to attempt the difbanding
them, as the Guards in Char/es the Second’s time ; it {hall
be interpreted a defign to dethrone the King, and be
made an Argument for the keeping them up.

But there are other Reafons yet: The public Necef-
fities call uponus to contraét our Charge, that we may
be the fooner out of Deebt and ina Condition to make a
new War ; and ’tis not the keeping great Armieson foot
that will enable us todo fo, but putting ourfelves in a
Capacity to pay them. We have had the experienee of this
in eight Years W.r ; fer we have not been fuccefsful a-
gaintt France in one Battle, and yet we have weighed it
down by meer nacural Strength, as L have feen a heavy
Country Booby fometimes do a2 nimble Wreftler: And by
the fame Method (for our Policy, Oeconomy, or Con-
dut) we muft encounter them hereafter, and in order to
it fhould pat ourfclves in fuch Circumflances, that our
Enemies may dread a new Quarrel, which can be no o-
therwife done, but by leflening our Expences, and pay-
ing off the public Engagements as falt as we are able.
*Tis a miferable thing to confider that we pay near
4000000 /. a Year upon the account of Furds, no part
whereof can be applied to the public Service, un lefs
they defign to fhut up the Excheguer ; which would not
be very prudent to own. I would therefore afk fome of
our Men of Management ; fuppofe there fhould be a
new War, how they propofe to maintain it ? For we all
now know the End of our Line, we have nothing
left but a Land Tax, a Poll, and fome few Excifes,
if the Parliamentcan be prevailed upon to confentto them.
And for once I will, {fuppofe, that all together, with
what will fall in a Twelvemonth, will amount to
3000000 /. and a half, which is not probable ; and we
will complement them,by fuppofingt hey fhall not in cafe

E
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of anew War give above fourteen or fifteen per cent. for
Premiums and Intereft, then the Remainder will be
3000000 /. I believe I may venture to fay, they will
not be very fond of leflening the Civil Lift, and lofe
their Salaries and Penfions. Then if we deduct 700000
Pound per dnnum, upon that account there will be
23000co pound per Annum, for theufe of the War, if
the People pay the utmoft Penny they are able ; fo that
the Queftion will not be as in the lat War, how we fhall
carry it on againft France atlarge, but how 2300c00
Pound fhall be difpofed of to the greateft advantage ;
which I prefume every omre will believe ought to be in
a good Fleet.

This leads me to confider what will be the beft, if not
the only way of managing a new War in cafe the King
of Spain’s Death, and a new Rupture with France; and
I will fuppofle the Nation to beas perfeétly free from all
incumbrances as before the War. Moft Men at this
time of Day, I believe, will agree with me that ’tis not
our bufinefs to throw Squibs in Flanders, fend out vaft
Sums of Money to have our Men play at bopeep with the
French, and at beft to have their Brains beat out againft
ftone Walls: But if a War is neceflary there, ’tis our In-_
tereft to let the Durch and Germans manage it, which is
proper for their Situation, and let our Province be to
undertake the Sea ; yetif we have not Wit and honefty
enough to make fuch a bargain with them, but that we
bring ourfelves againto a necefity of maintaining Ar-
mies there, we may hire Men from Germany for half
the price we can raife them here, and they will be fooner
ready than they can be tranfported from hence, that
Country being full of Men, all Soldiers inured to Fati-
gue, and ferving for much lefs pay than we give our own:
Befides, we fhall carry on the War at the expence of o-
thers Blood, and fave our own Pecple, which 4re the
firength and riches of allGovernments; we fhall fave the
charge of providing for the Officers when the War is done,
and not meet with fuch difficulties in dithanding them.

There are fome Gentlemen that have ft:rted a new
method of making Warwith France, ard tell us it will
be neceflary to fend Forces to Spaiz to hinder the French
from poflefling that Country ; and therefore we l?mﬁ

eep
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keep them up here to be ready for thatService: Which
by the Way is acknowledging the Horfe ought to be
difbanded, fince I prefume they don’t defign to fend them
to Spain. Butto give this a full Anfwer, I believe it is
every ones Opinion that there ought tobe a ftrong Fleet
keptup at Cales, or in the Mediterranean, {uperior to
the French; and then ’twill be eafier and cheaper to
bring the Emperor’s Forces by the way of Fiial to
Spain, than to fend Men from hence ; and they are more
likely to be acceptable there, being of the fame Re-
ligion, and Subjets to the Houfe of Aufiria ; whereas
*tis to be feared our Men would be in as much Danger
from that begotted Nation as from the French : Befides,
the King of Portugal is arming for his own defence,
and a fum of Money well difpofed there, will enable him
to raife double the Forces upon the Spot as can be fent
from hence with the fame Charge. )
But for once I will admit it neceffary we fhould fend
Forces both to Flandersand Spain; yet ’tis no confe-
quence that we muft keep up a Standing Army in Eng-
Jand till that Time comes. We may remember Char/es
the Second rais’d between zo and 3ooco Men to fight
againft France in lefs than forty Days; and the Regi-
ments this King raifed the firft Year of his Reign were
compleated in a very fhort Time ; for my own part, I
am of opinion, that a new Army may be raifed, before
Ships and Provifions will be ready for their Tran{porta-
tion, at leaft if the Management is no better than it was
once upon a Time ; and perhaps it may happen that the
King of Spain may die in the Summer-time, and them
we fhall have the Winter before us. We may add ta
this, that the King of France has difbanded a great ma-
ny Men, that his Country now lies open in a great ma-
ny Places ; that the Germans and Dutch keep great Num-
bers of Men in conftant Pay; and in all probability
there will be a Peace with the Turs: That Portugal
and the Jzalian Princes muft enter into the Confederacy
in their own Defence ; and that the French will iie under
an equal Neceflity to raife Forces with a mmuch lefs Coun-
try than in the former War, to oppofe fuch a mighty
Union of Princes, who will attack him upon the firft At

tempt he makes upon Spaiz. :
, E-; And
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And after all,what's the mighty Advantage we propofe
by keeping this Force? Why forfooth, having a fmall
Number of Men more (for the Officers will always be
ready, and now a great part of the private Soldiers are
to be rais’d in cafe of 2 new War) ready fix Weeks
{fooner to attack France. And I durft almoft appeal to
thefe Gentlemen themfelves, whether fo fmall a Balance
againft France is equivalent to the Hazard of our Liber-
ties, Deftru¢tion of our Conftitution, and the conftant
Expence of keeping them up, to expett when the King
of Spain will be pleafed to die.

If thefe Gerntlemen are really afraid of 2 new War,
and don’t ufe it as a Bugbear to fright us out of our
Liberties, and to gain their little Party-Ends, the Way
to bring the People into it heartily, is to {hew them that
all their A¢tions tend to the public Advantage, to leflen
the national Expences, to manage the Revenue with the
greateft Frugality, to poftpone part of their Salaries, and
not grow rich while their Country grows poor, to give
their hearty Affiftance for appropriating the /ri/b Lands
gain’d by the People’s Bloed and Sweat to the public
Service, as was promis’d by his Majefty, and not to thew
an unhappy Wit in punifhing fome Men, and excufing
others for the fame Fault, and {pend three Months in In-
trigues how to keep up a Standing Army to the Dread
of the greateft Part of the Nation ; for let them fancy
what they pleafe, the People will never confent to the
raifing a new Army tll they are fatisfied they fhall be
rid of them when the War is done; and there is no
Way of convincing them of that, but the difbanding
thefe with Willingnefs. When we fee this done, we
fhall believe they are in earneft, .and the People will
join unanimoufly in a new War; otheswife there will
always be a confiderable Part of the Nation (whatever
perfonal Honour they have for his Majefty, or Fears of
France) that will lie upon the Wheels with all their
Weight, and do them more harm than their Army will
do them good.

To conclude, we have a wife and virtueus Prince,
who has always endeavour’d to pleafe his People by ta-
king thofe Men into his Councils, which they have re-

commended



.S’tandfz'ég Armies inEngland. 107

commended to him by their own Choice; and when their
Intereft has declin’d,he has gratified theNation by turning
them out. I would therefore give this feafonable Ad-
vice to thofe who were once called Whigs, that the way
to preferve their Intereft with his Majefty is to keep it
with the People ; that their old Friends will not defert
them till they defert their Country, which when they
do, they will be left to their own proper Merits ; and
though I am not much given to believing Prophecies,
yet I dare be a Prophet for once, and foretell that then
they will meet with the Fate of King Phyfician and King,
Uper in the Rehearfal, Their new Maflers will turn:
them offy and no Body elfe will tuke them.

The Thoughts of a Member of the Lower
Houlfe, 712 Relation to a Projelt for re-
Sfrraining and Limitting the Power of the
Crown in the future Creation of Peers.

By J. Trenchard, Efg,
Aino 1719.

S I have not the Honour to be a Member of the
Upper Houfe of Parliament, fo [ do .o. prefume
to kaow what is doing tere ; but claun the Privicge of
a free born Englihman to [peak or write my ivsind 1m-
partially and op:nly, upon which my own or my Loun-
try’s Liberues are concerned, whilft there is no Law to
fcrbid me: acd much more 1o, when what | have to lay
is in vindication of the Laws and Conftitution in being.
‘The common Subject of popular Difcourfe, 1, con-
cerning a Project taid to be in Aguacon, which is to
give the King Power to create twency-hve Scorch Peers
to fit m their own Right in Parliament, in lieu of the
Sixteen who are to be eleted by the Peerage there; and
after' the Creation of »ix more for Gr.at Britain, the
Prerogative of making any further Creations is to be:
taken.
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from the Crown, unlefs upon the Extinttion of the Fa-’
milies in Pofleflion of the Peerage.

Now I_am free to own, that I think a Law would
be fatal to the Monarchy, and the Liberties of the Peo-
ple, and make our Government Ariftocratical, without
the outward Appearances of it, or the Regulations which
are peculiar and eflential to that Sort of Dominien ; and
confequently it will reduce us to the worft Sort of Oli-
garchy.

Our prefent Conflitation confifts of the King, the
Peers who a& in their own Right, and the Reprefenta-
tives of the People. In the Union and Agreement of
thefe Conftituent Parts confifts our Government: 1f they
differ irreconcileably, there is an actual Diflolution of it
without any Remedy but the laft. And fince it is im-
poflible, in the Nature of human Things, but Mens O-
pinions and Interefts will often vary and clath ; therefore
the Inftitutors of this Species of Monarchy have contri-
ved fo proper a Ballance of Power between the feveral
Parts of it, that each State can give fome Check to both
the other ; and two concurring, have always their Power
to bring the third to Reaion wichout recurring to Force,.
which diffelves the Government.

If the King had the Prerogative of raifing Money, and:
could prote&t the Inftruments of unlawful Power, it’s evi~
dent the Monarchy would be abfolute ; but the Privilege:
remaining in the People, the Crown. muft often. recur to.
their Affiftance, and then they always have it in their
power to do themfelves right : Which keeps the Miniftry
in perpetual Dependance and Apprehenfion.

On the other fide, if the Houle of Commons was fixed
and indiffolvable, the Government would foon devolve in~

‘to an ill-contrived Democracy, and the Crown would
have no Remedy but Acquiefcence or Force. Such a
Body of Men would foon find and feel their own Strength,.
and always think it laudable to encreafe it : And there
are fo many Emergencies happen in all States, that there:
can never be wanting favourable Qpportunities to do it 3,
when the Ambition of fome, the Refentment of others,
and the Appearance of Publick Good, fpur them on ; till
at laft by infenfible and unobferved Degrees, even to
shemlelves, they would engrofs and pofiefs the i:vhole:

T o QWexR
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Power of the State. There has been but one Inflance
fince the Inftitution of this Monarchy, when the Com-
mons have been trufted with fuch a Power ; and if a no-
ble Hiftorian is to, be believed, that Houfe confifted of
Men as incorrupt, of as much Wifdom and publick Virtue,,
as ever fat within thofe Walls : Yet the Luft of Dominion
foon got the better of all their Virtues, and they firft garb-
led their own Houfe, by expelling their refradtory Mem-
bers ; then depofed the King, and at laft the Houfe of
Lords; and aflumed a greater Tyranny ta themfelves,,
than they oppofed in the Crown.

The effeGual Remedy our Conflitution has provided a--
gainft this Evil, is a Difiolution, which breaks all Cabals.
and Confpiracies, and gives the People (who can never
hove any Intereft in publick Difturbances) and Opportu-
nity to chufe others in their room, more calm, of lefs vio-
lent Difpofitions, and not engaged in fuch Attempts ;.
which Power always hanging over their Heads, muft be a
conitant Reftraint upon their A&tions.

But the Circumftances of Publick Affairs often not ad-
mitting of this Remedy without the extremeft Neceflity,,
the Lords are always at hand to fkreen the Crown, whofe
Houours and Dignities flow from it, and are prote&ted by
it ; and whilft kept in a proper Dependance, muft ever
fupport that Power which fupports themfelves : Yet never.
can have an Intereft to make it arbitrary, which would
render themfelves ufelefs to it, and level them again with.
the People.

There is not a more certain Maxim in Politicks,. than.
that a Monarchy muft fubfit by an Army of Nobility ;.
the firft makes it defpotick, and the latter a free Govern~
ment. I prefume none of thofe noble Perfonages them-
felves, who have the Honour to make up that llluftrous.
Body, do believe they are fo- diftinguifhed and advanced
above their Fellow-Subjects for their own fakes : They
know well they are intended the Guardians as well as Or-
naments of the Monarchy, and eflential Prerogative of
which it muft be to add to, and augment their Numbers
in fuch proportion, as to render them a proper Ballance a-
gainft the Democratical part of our Conflitution, without
being formidable to the Monarchy itfelf, the Support of
which is the Realon of their Inflitution. =

) T Withoug
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Without this Power in the Crown they muft be dan-
gerous to it, and be able to impofe what Conditions of
Government they pleafe. It.is the only Refourfe the
King and People have againft any Exorbitances and Com-
binations of their Body. Whilft fuch a Prerogative re-
mains in the Crown, there can feldom or never be an oc-
cafion to make ufe of it. Their Lordfhips are too much
concerned in the Prefervation of their own Dignities, to
provoke the Crown to a Remedy that is always at hand ;.
and the Crowa cannot debafe the Nobility, and make it
cheap, without leffening its own Splendour and Power.
And this {eems to be the only Limitation the Nature of
the thing will admit of, without diflolving this Species of
Government.

If this prerogative is taken away, the Houfe of Lords
will be a fixed independent Body, not to be called toan
account like a Miniftry, nor to be diflolved or changed
like a Houfe of Commons : 'T'he fame Men will meet a-
gain with the fame Refolutions, and probably heightened
by Difappointment, and nothing can ftand before them.
If their Lordfhips fhould take it into the:r Thoughts to
diflike the Miniitry, and commit them them to Prifon, I
would willingly know who would fetch them out. Or,
if the Houfe of Commons fhould be fo unwary as to give
them Offence, and their Lordfhips think fit to declare
they could act no longer in concert with a Body of Men
who had ufed them 1ill, it’s evident the Crown muift exert
its Aathority to chufe another more to their Lordfhips
Fancy, and afterwards ufe its utmoft Efforts to keep them
in a becoming Complaifance to their Betters. If they
thould refolve to have all the great Empl yments of Eng-
lana 1n themfelves and Families; or fhould take a Con~
ceit to be like the Nobles of fome other Conntries, to pay
ne laxes themielve:, and yet receive the greateﬁ part of
what is paid by others in Salaries and Penfions ; I would
atk the Advocates fur {uch a Law,what refourfe the Crown
and People have ¢ and 1 fhrewdly {ufpe& they will pro-
pofe no other than what the Commons of Deamart made
ule of upon the very fame Occafion.
© The Lords have already all the Property of Great-Bri-
2ain ander their Jurifdi¢tion ; and I think no one will fay
that there 15 any Difference in Nature between the laft

Appeal
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Appeal without being accountable, and a Power of Legif-
lation, but what confifts in the Moderation of the Judges :
And if this exceeding great Power muft irrevocably be
vefted in the very fame Perf{ons, I fee nothing the Com-
mons have left to defire, but to entitle themfelves to their
Favour and Protetion, by wearing their Badges as for-
merly.

But as their Lordfhips are too wife and virtuous to at-
tempt any fuch A&ions of Knight Errantry as are above-
mentioned, fo they will be ynder no neceffity to do it;
for there is an eafier and gentler way of attaining the fame
Ends. . There are {fo many Emergencies, Difficulties, and
Fa&ions arife in all States, the Crown will be often fo ne-
ceflitous, and the Commons divided, that a fixed and pow-
erful Body, always determined (o their own advantage,
by a dexterous Management of fuch Events, muft foon
poflefs themfelves of all they defire ; and ’twill be in vain
to oppofe with one View what will be often given them
with anosber.

I will not prefume to judge whether their Lordfhips
Judicature was always what it now is; but every
Day’s Experience fhews in leffer Inftances what a Body of
Men, united in the fame Intereft, are capable of doing..
We have oftner than once feen a Number of Merchants
incerporated prove a Match for the whole Kingdom, and
I fear fhall too often fee it again. Hiftory tells us how the
Pricfthood by being an united and regular Body, always
lying upon the Catch, and afling with the fame Views,
from living upon the Charity and Benevolence of their
Hearers, in a few Ages became the Lords and Mafters
of Mankind, and in defiance of that Religion they pro-
fefled to teach. :

It is true, this Prerogative of the C.own is liable to be
abufed, and has been fo in a late glaring Inftance ; butif
that is a fufficient Reafon to taxe it away, I doubt there
will be few remain. The King neither has or can h-ve
any Prerogative but what the People are interelted in: It
is a Truft for the Pnblick Good, which in the Nature of
it is capable of being betrayed; but the proper femed) is
to purith the Authors and Advifers of the Abufe, and not
deftroy the whole Conftitution for an Enormicy of one
Part of it.

I
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Itis a proper Object of the Legiflative Power to confi-
der whether any Men ought to enjoy the higheft Privi-
leges and Honours in a Commonwealth, as a Reward for
their endeavouring to deftroy it ; but with all the Clamour
this Grievance has juftly produced, has there been any
thing like this attempted ? No, on the contrary, the
grand Criminal fits triumphant, glories in his Wickedneis,
and carries off the Price of it ; and his Rivil in Guilt and
Power, even now prefumes to expect an Aét of the Legif-
lature to indemnify him, and fanify his Villainy, and I
doubt not but both expet once more to give Laws to the
Kingdom.

1t is urged that it is fafer to truft this Powet with the
Lords than an unlimited one with the Crowu, to make
what Creations it pleafes, though.to ferve the vileft Pur-

ofes. But the Nature of Power is very little underllood

y thofe who own this Opinion, which can never be truly
dreadful, but when it is unaccountable and irretrievable.
The Crown mutc often apply to the People for their
Affitance, and the People as often have the Oppertunity
to reprefent their Grievances, and punifh the Authors of
them, which muft neccflarily keep the Miniftry within
fome Bounds; but therc can be no Limitation to the Houfe
of Peers, if fuch an A& paffes, but what flows from their
Lordthips Juftice, Moderatron and Satiety of Power.

Even that daring Minifter durft not have ventured up-
on fuch an A& of it, if he had not had a Houfe
of Commons to fupport him, and hoped to cover all his
Crimes in a Revolution. I am perfuaded he never once
dreamed under a jult Government to find the Impunity
and Indulgence he bas fince been favoured with, and even
from the very Perfons who make thofe Crimes the Pre-
tence for fuchanAttempt : But if nothing elfe was intend-
ed by it, unlefs to prevent the like Grievance, there is an
eafy and ready way to do it, by previding that no Peer
fhall give his Vote within a Iimited time after his Crea-
tion, without the Confent of the Houfe. To obtain this,
there would be no need of Court-Intrigues, Sollicitations,
or keeping the Secret till the latter End of the Seffions,
when the Country Members are at their Seats, and the
Lawyers in their Circuits. o .
) : B Having
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Having, as I conceive, amply fhewn that a Law of this
kind would totally overturn our Conftitution, and change
it-into an Oligarchy ; I fhould think it frivolous to defcend
to lower Confiderations, did not we too often fee Men af-
fected with Arguments which regard themfelves and Fa-
milies, whilft they are infenfible of what they fuffer in
common with the whole Nation : And therefore I thall
offet fome of the lefler Objections to it.

It isa moft violent and outragiousBreach of the Union,
and difpoflefles one of the States of Scor/and of the moft
valuable Part of their Peerage, and of that Right which
they exprefly ftipulated to be referved to them when they
confented to part with the reft, by which means they will
be in 2 worfe Condition than the meaneft Subjett in the
Kingden ; they will neither be capable of fitting in the
Houfe of Lords or Commons, or giving their Votes for
either ; and in confeqnence will be the only Subjets in
Great Britain, not reprefented, ov capable of being repre-
fented in Parliament : And this Difabi'ity and fevere Pu-
nifhment is infli®ted upon them without any Crime done,
or pretended to be done by them, and even without any
Pretence of publick Neceffity, but on the contrary there
is a vifible Danger in doing it ; and I doubt not but in
proper time it will be made a pregnant Argument for
keeping up ftanding Troops to oblige their Submiflion
to it.

It is giving a Power, without Reproach or Clamour, to
add fuch a number to the Upper Houfe, as muft, without
uncommon Virtue in their Lordthips, lay all things wafte,
and at the mercy of the Miniftry, without the poflibility
of their being called to an account ; for if the making
but twelve Peers at once, to ferve a Court-Purpofe, was
fuch a Blow upon our Liberties, what are we not to fear
from the creating one and thirty ; and to do it by the
Continuance, if not Dire&ion of an A& of Parliament,
which takes off all that Odinm, and Load of Scandal,
which the former Abufe juftly occafioned ?

If it may be lawful to fuppofe fo unlikely a thing, as
that the Miniftry are capable of ating againit the Publick
Good ; or if, for our Sins, the Nation was punifhed with
the lofs of the prefent Set, and Tories could work them-
felves into their Places, and form a Scheme for their own

Security
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Security whieh may entail a Civil War upon the Nation s
what may not be apprehended from fuch a Power trufted
with them ? )

It takes away from the King the'brighteft Jewel of his
Crown, which is the Diftribution of Honours, and in"
effe&t of Office too, which muft then be at the mercy of
that Houfe. It deprives the Commens of England of the
Means of attaining thofe Honours which ough to be the
Rewards of virtuous Aé¢tions, and the Motives of doing
them. I prefume no one will fuggeft that all the Ment
is exhaufted by their prefent Lordfhips ; and thercfore
what imaginary Reafon can be given, why any number pf
Men, who enjoy themfelves the Higheft Dignities and
Privileges in a Commonwealth, fhould fhut the Dour up-
on all others who may have equal Birth, Defert, and
Fortune ?

As it makes the King and Miniftry entirely at the mer-
¢y of the Lords, fo it makes the Commons more depen-
dent on the Crown ; for when the Advantages of the No-
bility are fo great, and the means of attaining them fo dif-
ficult, what Applications and Sollicitations muft be made
to the Miniftry upon the leaft Appearance of a Vacancy 2
which muft keep the moft confiderable Members of the
Lower Houfe in a perpetual Dependance, and give the
Miniftry much more T'rouble than they affet to avoid.

" But amidft all the numerous Objections to this worthy
Scheme, I am free to own there is one thing in it which
deferves Commendation ; for it has producud a never-
before-known Unanimity amongft our Great Men : It
has yoked the Lion with the Lamb, the Whigs with the
Tories, Men in Power with thofe they have turned out of
it . Minifters of State are become Patriots, complain of
their own Power, and join with their profeffed Enemies
}n leflening that Prerogative they have fo often occafion

or.

I confefs, fuch Phznomena’s and uncommon Appearan-
ces, like Comets or Eclipfes, are apt to fright ignorant
People, and make them expett fome great Event at
hand : But as thofe who are more familiar with the
Stars, know the latter are only the common and regular
Produéions of Nature ; {o fuch who have more narrow-
ly obferved the Virtues of our great Men, efpecially @u-

' ring
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ring this laft Seffion of Parliament, are well affur’d they
intend nothing but to ferve their Country. However, I
think they will both judge right, upon fuch great Occa- -
fions, to fcatter their lefler Conjurers abroad, and dif-
perfe the malign Influence {uch Conftellations and unufu-
al Conjunétions may have upon weak Minds.

Some Refletions upon a Pamphlet, called,
The Old Whig. By J. Trenchard,

Efg; ’

Anno 1719g.

SINCE the publithing of The Thoughts, the Towrr
has been informed by two Pamphlets on the other
Side ; one intitled, Confiderations, ic; and the other,
The Old Whig. The laft Gentleman feems to be fenfible:
of his Defect in point of Length, and fo promifes ano-
ther ; which puts me in mind of a Country Girl who
offer'd her Setvice to a Be/lfe Lady. This Laty being
over-nice, obferved to the Wench that fhe made her
Courtefies but very aukwardly : Te which the other re-
plied, Indecd, Madam, I make them wery ill, but you foalk
have the more of them, the more of them, the more of
t}l:em: And fo fhe duck’d for half an Hour toge-
ther.

However, to do Juftice to this Author, I acknowledge
he has unanfwerably fhewn the great Inconveniences
which will happen to the Crown and People, if the
Lords are multiplied too faft: and I was in great hepes
he had convinced thofe who fet him to work, of the
Unreafonablenefs of Creating One and Thirty ; of, if
he will have it fo, but Fifteen at once ; - when he gives
us fuch fhrewd Hints that we have too many already.
But upon Perufal of his Performance the fecond time, L
find that is not the Thing aimed at. We have a very

’ good
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good Miniftry at prefent, which God blefs; and the Aua-
thor feems to be of my Opinion, that we fhall never
have fuch another: And therefore it is wife to fecure
them during their own Time, and let thofe who come
next look to themfelves.

I find this Gentléman is of the Opinion of the Law-
Books, That the Crown is always in its Infancy ; and
therefore it is proper to take away from it all Knives,
Sciffars, &, by which it might cat its Fingers. He
thinks it is no fafer to truft it with any Prerogative for
its own Good, than for that of the People : Whereas I
was weak enough to believe, the Weapons for its own
Prefervation could not be placed in better Hands than
its own.

It’s evidently the Intereft of the Crown to make
Lords enough to keep the Ballance of the Government
even ; and yet not {o many, asto makethem terrible to
itfelf. It’s’as plain, in the Opinion of the Projetors
themfelves, that the Crown has never yet committed an
Excefs in the latter ; fince there were never fo many
Lords as there are now, and yet by their intending to
make more, they confefs they have not enough already.
But why they fhould Prophecy that for the future the
Crown and all other fubfequent Minifters. fhall confpire
againft themfelves as well as their Country, if fuch 2
Law does not pafs, I can’t imagine. As for my part, 1
fhould think a Man ftark mad, if he called out in the
Streets Help! Help! that the Neighbours might come in,
and hinder him from killing himfelf. ‘

Thefe Confiderations, I am perfuaded, would have
fome weight with our Author, if he did not think we ;
were blefled with fo forefecing and virtuous 2 Miniftry,
ascould minutely hit the juft Proportion and Ballance of
Power which will exactly fuit the {everal Parts of our
Contftitution at prefent, and in all Generations to come,
and that they will make no ill Ufe of any Power they
are trufted with; to which I confefs myfelf unable to
give any Anfwer.

I agrec alfo with our Author in feveral other ufeful .
Difcoveries difperfed throughout his Pamphlet : As, that -

Men of great Eftates had rather be Lords than Common-
ers,
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ers, and that the more of them which are taken out
of the Houfe of Commons, the fewer will remain be-
hind ; that Commoners for the moft part have more Wit
than ; That Lords have not always been
made for Merit ; that the more of them are, the more
Privileges there will be; (I don't fay, with the Author,.
the more Mifchief :) That any Prerogative in the Crown
againft the Publick Intereft will do more Harm than
Good ; that Minifters. will do their own Bufinefs, what-
ever becomes of theKing or People ; that the Negative
Power is ufeful to the Crown ; that an ill King, if he
has no more Wit, may throw his Troop of Horfe into
the Houfe of Lords; (I pray God keep them out of the
Houfe of Commons!) With {everal other feafonable and
important Maxims in Politicks, very neceffary to be well
underftood in this €ontroverfy.

And fo having done him all the Juftice duefrom a fair
Adverfary, in owning every thing which is material in
his Pamphlet ; I fhall juft hint at one or two things that
I think are not fo, and in which I cannot agree with
him.

He fays, though I admit with him that our prefent
Government confifts of three States, yet by the Reafon-
ing of my Pamphlet I make them but two; and this
feems to be his own Opinion : And the Reafon is, ac-
cording to his own Emphatical Way of Expreflion, that
the King may adda Troop of Horfe to the Lords, and
then in all likelihood he may get a Majority. But not-
withftanding this pregnant Objection, 1 can’t help think-
ing the Lords are one State with a Witnefs. They have
an equal Power in making all Laws, and the Execution
of them all in the laft Inftance, whenthey are made,
without being accountable. They have the fole Poffe(-
fion of all Honours; their Perfons are like Holy Ground,
Sacred, and not to be profan’d or touched with Lay-hands;
and whatever they think fit to do, we muft fay nothing -
of itat the perilof Scan’ Mag’. If they fhould commit
High Treafon or Felony, they can’t be punifhed unlefs
they have a Mindtoit: And as for any Judgment that
can be given againft them in other Courts for Crimes
which are not Capital, they can appeal to themfelves,

and
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and fo cannot fail of equal Juftice. There was once
upon a Time a General Council of Ecclefiafticks, (who
{ure mult be more Holy than any Laymen) who made a
.Canon that the Evidence of a Layman fhould not be
valid againft a Clergyman.

There is another thing in which this Author has ex-
prefs'd himfelf fo cautioufly, that I cannot tell whether
we are agreed or not. He fays, < the three States
¢ fhould be entirely feparate and diftinét from eachother,
¢ {o that no one of them may lie too much under the
¢ Influence and Controul of either of the Collateral
¢¢ Branches.” If he means by thefe fignificant Words
too much, not at all, I beg leave to differ from him ; and
appeal to the Reader, whether he has not formed a
State of War inftead of a Civil State. But if he means
they ought to have fuch an Influence and Controul upon
one another, as to prevent coming to Extremes, I don’t
{ec but we are well agreed and I beg of him toread over
my Pamphlet once more.

However, there is one Point in which I muft beg leave
to differ 2ltogether from him, and which indeed is the
only thing he has offered againft my Pamphlet ; wiz. If
you truft a wife Body of Menwith{uch Power, they will
never play Paw-pay Tricks with it. But fince we Au-
thors for the moft part have more Wit than Money, which
may happen to be the Cafe of my prefent Brother; I
doubt he will not be able to give good City-Security for
jt. And therefore I recommend to his Confideration,
that in the Paper he has promifed he will propo'e a Re-
medy, how we fhall help ourfelves if it happens other-
wife.

So I conclude, with due Defference to his Performance;
which I confefs has faid notonly all the Subject will admit
of, but a great deal more.
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A Modeft Apology for Parfon Alberoni,
Governor to King Philip, a Minor, and
unmiverfal Curate of the whole Spanith
Monarchy 5 the whole being a fhort, but
unanfwerable  Defence of Prieftcraft,
and a New Confutation of the Bifbop
of Bangor. By T.Gordon, Efg;

Annoyyig.
PREFACE.

S the Chara&ers and Deferiptions in this little Trea-
tife are inrended for a Piure of one Set of Men
only, aho have difiinguifbed themfelves as much by rheir
uncommon Prad&ices and Pofitions, as I bave done by this
uncommon Apology, I may reafonably bope that none will
rail at it, who are not hit by it,  Therefore if any Gentle-
men pleafe to take it ill that I bave publifbed their Portrai-
tures, [ am ready to thank them : Their Anger will be y
Defence 5 and it avill be fufficient, for the Jufification of
my Copy, that there are really fuch Originals.” They hawe
long fat for their Pi&ure, and the Features are fo firong
and obvious, that it was fearce poffible 1o mifs them. ]7‘
they appear frightful, now they are drawn, the Fault is
not in me.

How amiable is the Charaler of a Clergyman, awhen it
is not flained by the Wearer ! And every good Man awill
bonour that Minifier awho does not diffonour bimfelf That
there are flill many fuch, is my Pleafure, that there are not
more, is my Concern.

1 added an Explanation of this Kind by avay of Pofi-
Jeript to the fecond Edition, and kave prefixed it as a Pre-
face to the others. It may be neceffury to the Wilful and
the Weak.

The Gueffes awhich bawe. been made about the Author,
give me Occafion_to declare ta the Warld, that my Name
never yet was in Print, ' 1
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T is furprizing what fublime Confequences are pro-
duced by the humbleft Inftruments. One would
think that Brafs is 2 Metal void of Comlinefs and Merit,
either in Colour or Smell ; and yeta fuitable Portion of it,
placed conveniently upon the Forchead, does frequently
entitle the Bearer to the higheft Stations in Church and
State. It often makes a bo/d Figureat the Head of a Re-
giment, and often commands Attention at the Council-
Table. In Weftminfler-Hallit is loud, and therefore fuc-
ce/sful ; and, in Parliament popular and perfuafive, for
the fame Reafon. And then again, if you take it in ano-
ther Capacity, it ftill carries all before it. Thomas a Becket
was Archbithop of Canterbury, as have been fince feveral
other good Do&ors of egua/ Meeknefs and Merit, whom
my fear of giving Offence keeps me from mentioning ;
and at this very Time, a certain Apsflolical Gentleman,
“who fhall alfo be namelefs, is Cardinal of a great Church
betwixt Newgate and Tyburn. _

O Catholick Brafs, manifold are thy Vistues! Iadmire
thy Intereft, though I never felt thy Friendfhip; an ob-
ftinate Fellow, one Modefly by Name, never fuffering me
to take Acquaintance with thee. Thou fortunate Favou-
rite of the Court and the Caflocks, many a fair Lady
haft thou won, and many a fair Poft enjoyed! Powerful
alfo isthy Force in Argument: How invincibly haft thou
fupported the Divine Right of Kings and Clergy, their -
unbroken Succeflion, and unlimited Power, to the utter
Confufion of common Senfe, and the Bifbop of Bangor.

But ro proceed with the mighty Events thatarife from
contemptible Caufes ; every Body has heard that the famous
8ir Fobn Whittington, at his firft fetting out into theWorld,
had no greater Cargo than a homely 7abby Caz, and fhe
too, like other mortal Merchandize, fubje&t to Tare and
Tret. But the proved a mighty Hunter, and, by her
Teeth and Reputation, promoted her Felloaw Traveller to
the chief Poft in the chief City. And thus to draw a
Moral from the Story, The Deftruction of Rats became the
Generation of a Knight and a Lord Mayor.

I have heard, in foreign Countries, of a flefhy headed
Chamber-Maid, who from pinning her Mifire/s's Rump,
got aftride #hree Nations, and rode them almoft out of

Breath,
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Breath; for fhe was Corpulent, and, for the moft part,
had a Spur in her Head. '

Even the great Virgil became a Courtier by being a
Farrier ; and a /apfler has been theElements of an Amba/~
Jador.

Arts and Sciences themf{elves have had their Birth from
trivial Chance. Mufick, as {weet a Girl as fhe is, had a
dirty Anvil for her Mother, and a bafe born Hammer for
her Father, and was midwifed into the World by a footy
Black(mith. And Aftrology derives its Genealogy from
Cow-keeping, the Chaldwan Herdimen having, while
they looked after their Flocks, grown familiar awith the
Stars. 'Thus Venus had her Water firft watched by Ruf-
ticks, who, one would think, could have neither fuficient
Breeding, nor Cupacisy for Pimping—e——but the mo/? e~
Jegant Ares were rude in their Beginnings.

AFriar, whilt he was bo.ing upa Balfam for a broken
Shin, ftumbled upon the Generation of Gunpowder,
which was therefore conceived in the Womb of a Gallia
pot, made pregnant by a Prieft.

The great Pepe Sixtus the Fifth owed his triple Crown
to the keeping of Pigs, and from a mean Swineherd
mounted till he came to be Chief of another Herd, fill
preferving an Analogy betaveen bis firfl and laff Employ«
ment.

The great Tompion had never made Watches, had he
not firft made Hob-nails.

All this Wafle of Learning, which, iéx other Hands,
might fill many Books, may ferve to introduce the Man-
ner and Motive by which I came to be an Author. Know
then, Curious Reader, that a Stationer in the City having,
lalt Week, trufied me with an Inkborn and the Appurte-
nances, I began immediately to make Ufe of it, and up-
on a Trial of my Genius, I found I could make as good

_ a Figure in print as fome other famous Writers, whofe
Merit is befi known to themfelves.

" My firft Atternpt was upon the Witty and Voluminous
Mr. Mift, the Journalift, becaufe I would begin with
Jometbing fignal at my firft fetting out. I found his Pa-
per, after much fearch, in a blind Ale houfe, near Hock-
Jey in the Hole. Having met my Rival for Fame, inftant-
ly I dreww my Pen, and by feveral bold Strokes upon his

Vou. L, F Margin,
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Moargin, difcovered plainly, that Sense and Modefly were
not his Seconds, for they both proved mine. But forall
this dreadful Enmity between us, I will candidly own that
the Feaws, for whom helately drew up an inimitabic Pe-
tition, have almoft as good a Title as himfelf to one fort
of Addvancemeiit in a Chriftian Commonwealth, My An-
tagonift would certainly fill a particular ra// Pofl, which is
empty oftener than it jEould be, with becoming Merit and
Fuptice. Butfee, how thefe Parlons run away with Pre-
Jferments from the Laity ! This very Poft is, I am told,
conferred, for the prefent, upon a genuine Son of the
Church, who has confcientionfly deferved it. .

.Behold, 4ind Reader, A true and full Account of the
Origination of this admirable Pamphlet. - If Heaven
fpare me my Life and my Inkhorn, it is likely I may
{well into Volumes, as divers and fundry z/eful Writers
have done for no better Reafon.

Having thus {ucceeded beyond Expeation in my firft
Effay, I am emboldened thereby to an Undertaking e-
qual, if poflible, to my laft, and frem the Defence of
Mr. Mif, 1 intend to pafs, perhaps naturally enough, to
an Apology for the Reverend Parfon Alberoni, who by
the high Station he enjoys, of Viceroy over the King of
Spain, is become the Mark of much unreafenable Envy.
This Tafk of mine will lead me to open and juftify the
Grounds and commendable Aims of the flourifbing Trade
of Pricfleraft, for which I promife myfelf the pious
Thanks of the Convocation, the next Time it fits.

I hope I fhall need no Excufe for the fharp Things
which my Zeal for the Church and the Cardinal will
tempt me to utter.

As to the trifling Charge againft my Client, that he has
commanded bis Pupil, tobreak through Faith and Treaties,
and furprize his Neighbours, though it be very true there
is Nothing at allin ir. 1 behold with Shame the Igno-
rance of Mankind as to avbat paffes daily among us. Do
not all know that Oaths and Obligations, when they are
{o faucy as to fetter the Catholick Pleafure or Profit of the
Clergy, are ever broken through by the awbole Body, with
great Fortitude and Unanimity. Nor is there any Malig-
nity in this convenient Piece of Wickednefs; for the moft
damnable Sin ceafes to be o, as foon as the Prieft has un-
' chriflened
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ehrifien’d it, and fucked out its Venom with a Salvo :
When he has done this, as a goodly Cafuift finely ob-
ferves, Licet ante peccawverint, jam non peccant : Thatis,
The moft grofs Sinners are mow imnocent, being undamnea
by the Prieft.

This ought te be meant of the Laity ; for as to the
Clergy, who are the awowed Porters of Heaven, and
Comptrollers of its Power and Keys, and Treafurers of
its Wrath and Mercies, I can’t conceive they fhould be
at anyTime in an unfan&ified State, /et them do what they
avill, To us indeed, who being Laymen, and only the
Beafts of the People, fee no further than the Externals of
Things, a Parfon may appear a @ery fad Fellow, and
tainted with that which, iu oue of another Cloth, might
feem great Lewdnefs. But alas ! they have an sndelio/e
Charadier which confecrates all their Ations, and is the
Spiritual Salt that keeps the Corruptions of the Clergy
Jrom flinking. :

- It may perhaps not be unbecoming my prefent De-
fign, to Inquire into what Nook or Quarter of the Prieft
this indelible Charafter, convey’d by Ordination, lurks 3
and [ think it is evident it cannot lodge in the Caflock
or Habit, fince the fame has been often worn by Lay-
Girls, who being only Companions to the boly Priefis in
their Labours and Exercifes, could not pretend to take
Orders, to be ever inflituted and inducted.

Nor can this effential and unaltcrable Spot refide in the
Carcafs of the Prieft. For when a Levite has been ma-
licioufly toffed off @ Beam, and expir'd for avant of foot-
ing, or died a natural Death of Debauchery, or n any
other manner avorthy of himjelf; it has never been
“known that the faid Carcafs forgawe Sins, or executed
any other Branch of the Ecclefiaftical Office. For it is
remarkable, that, when a Parfon is dead, he lies as
quiet and peaceable as another Body, which is a Confu~
tation of a Point generally believ’d, namely, That 2
Priett is newer a good Neighbour.

I would not have it alledged that the abevenamed
Stain of Priefthood, ficks like Bird-lime, to the Soul of
the Dottor, when the fame has given his Body the Slip,
or that he keeps bis Orders awhen he has loft bis Organs.
Profane Wits will make a Jeft of a Ghojt in Orders, and,

Fz dooking
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leoking upavards, be furpriz’d to find @ Prieft in a Place
where no one would expect bim.  But let fuch a Scoffer
be anfwerable for his own Mirth, I am fure I have a
wery good Meaning.

However, though this inde/ible Character muft for e-
ver remain a profound Myflery to me, avho am but an un-
circumeis’d Layman, and though I am in Duty bound to
know avhat I cannot underfiand ; 1 have fill fomething
further to fay in Defence of my favourite Cardinal, his
leaping over Oaths, which, as I have already prov'd,
cannot tie down a Churchman. i

Archbifhop Laud, befides his taking and tendering
Oaths with an &c. which fome weak fanatical Mini-
Slers would not {wallow, and were therefore, like filly
Fellows, unworthy of" ¢thcir Cloth and Order, undone be-
caufe they would not be forfworn ; I fay, befides this
Effay of his Perjury for the Good of himfelf and the
Church, He and the King obliged the Clergy of Scotland
to fwear to a Canonical Confer.iity to a Liturgy, a Year
before it was made. And I have read of a Monarch,
a Glorious Churchman, for whom, once a Year, many
godly Revilings and Falfheods are utter’d, and many
Handkerchiefs wet, who, befides many other Inftances
of his Sincerity and Devotion, {wore to the Efpoufals of
one Lady, while he was engag'd by Heart and Hand to
another whem he afterwards married. .

What I would from hence infer in favour of my Cli-
ent, is, that if a Popifth Prince and a Popifh Prieft have
as good a Right to be forfworn as an Englyh Catholick
Prince, and an Englifb Catholick Priefl, the Cardinal and
his Pupil ftand juftifed.

You muft own, Reader, a Monopoly of Perjury is not
publick fpirited — I do not indeed envy any of eur own
Clergy their full Share, who may have been #ading
that Way; but to engrofs the avhole Community would.
be unfair Traficking.

Buz to go on with my Apology, Kings are ac-
ccuntaile tonone bat God, and the Priefls to none but them-
felves. As this Principle is exaltly agreeable to the
Pretenfions and Piactices of the Church in all Ageb, I
would be glad to fee the daring Infidel who calls it in

Quettions  The Lay-Hor/d may make Oaths, and htakv.e
i them,
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them, but {o long as-their Force depends upon the Plea-
fure and Explicauons of the Clergy, they will be but
of fmall Service to Mankind., I will vouch for the
Priefts, that they always fcorn’d to be barr'd by the
triffling Regards of Confcience and Swearing, from the
more catholick Purfuits of their Pleafure ana Power ; and
Hittory, both Antient and Mndern, will vouch for me. I
will give Inftances.

When the Prince is hard-hearted enough to humour

the Church-Men, by opprefing and plundering the
Laity, and Politick enough to divide the Spoils with
them, then it is Damnation to refit him, becaufethe has
a Divine Right t0 be Mifchievous to all Men but them-
felves : But 1f his Majefty is fo ill advifed, as to provoke
their Rage by his Benevolence to Mankind ; or, if by a
fchifmatical Adherence to Truth and Liberty, he frufirate
their Hopes of making him a good Church-Man, the
Church grows prefently in imminent Danger from Virtue
and Moderation, who are notorious Diffenters from Ortho-
doxy, then it islittle better than Damnation not to refift
him, and Woes are denounced againft the fearful Heart
and the weak Hand.
. As to his prefent Majefty, there are thofe of the
Clergy, who have forfwornto be true and faithful to
him, over and over, and yet do not fo much as pretend
they mean any fuch Matter. They fay they muft {wear
or ftarve, which isaConfeflion that they would rather
be damned than faft. What a Tribe of Simpletonswere
the Martyrs in all Ages! their bererodox Notions made
them erroneoufly prefer their Souls to their Bellies, and
even to their Lives And yet they had a ftronger
Plea for conforming to Idolatry and Perjury ; as Death
and Tortures are fomewhat more frightful than bare
Deprivation But now a-Days, by univerfal Con-
fent, Tithes bear a higher Price than Confcience iz any
Market in England.

In Edward the Sixth’s Time, the Clergy, to fhew
themfelves true Conformilts, forfook their Harlots and
the Mafs, and were, to appearance, reconcild to ore
Wiman, and the New Teffament. In Queen Mary's
Reign they abandoned-the Gofpel and their Wives, and
re-became Orthodox Catholicks, and to preve it, grew

Fj godly
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godly Burners of all that 'had either a Confcience or a
Bible. Upon Queen Elizabeth’s Acceflion to the Throne,
they once more, like conformable Friends to them-
Jelves, forfwore and complied, and afterwards plotted
and rebelled.  Buat her Reign proved long and glorious.
And indeed {fome, who have not that Reverence for
the Gown, which they ought to have, are of Opinion,
it is acertain Symptom of happy Times, when the
Priefts run mad and cabal; for, fay they, while the
People are {uffered to enjoy their own, the Clergy can
have no Plunder ; whereas, in a general Oppreffion, the
Prince and Priefts generally divide Stakes They
add, that Wolves and Ravens never fare b¢/ but where
there are moft Cercaffes.  But thefe Things ought not
to be fpoken, and,

I wonder howany Man in his Senfes dare fay fuch
difrefpeétful Things of the Oficers’of God Almighty’s Reve-
nue, who alfoarea Board ot Commiffioners for managing;
his Power, or rather their own Power, by bis Minifiration.,

In the Bufinefs of Excommunication, for Inftance,
do we not fee their Maker is made little better than
their Exccutioner ! He is 0b/ig’d not only to ratify their
Sentence, but to deliver the Perfon excommunicate into
the fafe Cufledy of Satan, their Goaler in Comitatu Hell.
"The Prifoner the while, rot firding himfelf a bit re-
firained by his crediting Landlord, zhe Dewil, goes to the
Court and for a little Money is abfolved, be his Crime
what it will, and this Sentence alfo mx/? be ratified in
Heaven, and the former unratified; and the great God,
as if he were the Conftable of the Court, muz/? take the
Prifoner out of a Goal, wherehe never was, and from
the Cuftody of a Goaler, whom he never faw, and re-
inftate him ina Church which perhaps he never owned.

~ Thus is the Creator of all things, and the Giver of all
Good, -made the Inflrument ot their Anger and Ava-
rice, and a Property to bring them Reverence and Money:

Thefe Thingsare not at all aggravated here, and yet
the bare mention of them may feem to expofe them ;
but I mean no more by itthan to thew the awonderful and
inconceiveable Poawer of the Prieffhood, who are as im-
plicitly obeved in Heawven, as they ought to be on Earth, and

have the upper and infcrnal Worlds as much in their Gift,
as
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as he has, who is the Maker of both; nay much more,
for, asa Reverend Doctor of our Church has it, be has
given them bis Commiffion to difpofe of them, and be cannot
contradi@ himfelf.  They will not allow- the King -of
Kings the common Prerogative of pardoning a poor Felon,
once in a Seflions, without zheir confent, and then he
muft not be Punifhed. How great and awful muft thele
Men be, who are thus abjolute over the Abfolute, and
Kings of the King of Kings! This may perhaps feem to
reprefent them as no Friends to Monarchy, but this can-
not beimagined, fince they themfelves are Monarchs of
God and Men.

After all this Omnipotence which I have proved to be
in the Clergy, where is the need of believing in -any
other God, or of living as if there was one? No, ne,
if you would be abfolved and faved, believe in the
Prieft, and live in the fear of the Caffock, "W hat can be
more handy than our having a Forgiver, and a Saviour
in every Parifh, befides Deputy-Pardonners, and Fournty.
men-Saviours 2 '

There is indeed an antient Treatife named Scriprure,
which, if awe give any Credit to it, wouid be apt to ftag~

-ger this'our Faith in the Clergy. It was of great Repute
at the Reformation by a few Doltors, who, not knowing
their own Power, bafely facrificed the Intereft of the
Surplice to that of Chriftianity. But their Succeflors,
wifer than thefe old Fellows, and better Churc b-Men,
finding that the faid Book was pragmatical, and would
be oppofing the Policy and Proceedings of their Society,
tranflated all the Reverence, which was formerly paid
to that venerable old Book, toa Book of Canons, com-
pofed on purpofe, asa Riwval/ to bring the other under dif-
grace, infomuch that it is now for the moft part condem-
ned to the mean Office of teaching Children to read. A
certain moderu Bifbop has indeed done his malicious part
to reftore it to its pri/finc Regard and Dignity, but as he
is zealoufly oppoled by all the truly Orthodox, itis hoped
by many he will not {ucceed.

Commend me to the German Monk whom I have feen
mentioned fomewhere, I think by Monfieur Le Clerc.
This genuine Prieff, faithfulto the Intereft of his Order,
told his Penitents, in the godlinefs of his Zeal, That

F 4 there
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there was a certain Book avrit in Greek, called the Neaw
Teflament, ahich avas full of Hercfies ; and another cer-
tain Book, avrit in Hebrew, called the Old Teflament,
aubich, if they believed it, would make them all Jews.

I would recommend the Example of this Monk to our
own Monks, but they have faved me the trouble.

There is an Outcry in the Mouths of too many of the
Laity againft the Clergy, which I think is very unrea-
fonable ; they accufe them of an implacable Enmity to
Knowledge and Illumination ; which is very true and
yet very juft. How often muft thefe perverfe Men be
told, that Learning and Eyes inthe Laity are the greateft
Caufes of the Contempt of the Clergy? Why fhould
we be inquiring into Points which ought only to be be-
lieved thoroughly, but never underftood nor conceived ?
1t ought to fuffice usto knew that the Priefts know all
Things. This might at firft have prevented Diffenters,

- and ought now to reclaim them. If we did but humbly
and lazily follow our Guides, it would fave us much
Trouble, and yet put them to none.

Befides, this Charge is too general ; for they are al-
-ways willing we fhould read and underftand 2bofe few
Fexts tnat {peak civilly of the Prieftheod, and wifh,
no doubt, there weremore of them. Nay, now and
then they are fo courteous as to fplit a Verfe in the
Bible with us, and, keeping one half to themfelves, give
us generoufly the other. For Example, Be wife as Ser-
pents, and innacent as Doves, in a Text they feem very
ready to divide with us. The Harm!efnefs of the Pid-
geon is atour Service, but we muft not pretend to rob
them of the Serpent.

The cunningeft Serpent that ever was, I mean the
Devil in Milton, compafled the Earth by Night, and
could not endure the enlightned Side of the Globe.

The Space of feven continued Nights he rode
In Darknefs

How agreeab'e the Policy of the drch-Fiend is to the
_other Gentlemen in Black, I need not explain.—Without
Doubt the ¥#7/dom and good Parts, even of the Devil, are

imitable. Who can blame them for hiding Defo:mitie;
an
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and cloven Feet ? Should Knowledge and the Scriptures
be let loofe againft the Clergy, what dreadful Havock
would they make. Thefe mercile/s Informers would make
their Reputation to be only Daub and Varnifb ; and their
Wealth, only Booty and Plunder : For what would not
two fuch bold Libertines fwear ? Can we blame Men for
warding againft their mortal Foes.

For the Safety therefore of the Parfons, in their For-
tunes and Charaé&ters, I will confult my intimate Friends
the tavo Houfis, about ftopping the Mouth of the Bible,
and the Bithop of Bangor. This, I hope, my Friends will
comply with, for I know they love to o popular Things,
and will be proud zo pleafe the Convocation.

[ have been long thinking of a Projet to reconcile Re~
ligion a~d the Church to each other. They were origi-
nally intimate Frieads, but at prefent they live at mortal
Odds. )

I would rot fay one Word, upon any Confideration,
to perfuade the Clergy to give Chriftianity the upper
hand of their Intereft, for I love them tco well ta affront
them ; neither would I have them aflright themfelves
with my rcconciling Defign above -mentioned, for I have
given it over as utterly impraicable ; but as I am their
Friend and Apologift, I beg leave to recommend to them
the Removal of unpopular Qualities and Practices, of
which they are fond. And

Firft, I would advife themr to conceal that unprofitable
Propenfity which is in them, to burn or ftrangle Diflen-
ters. Perfecurtion iscertainly a laudable Calling, ahen any
thing is to be got by it ; and in f{uch a Cafe, I am not for
robbing the Clergy of their Dues, but at prefent there is
neither Gain nor Credit in it : And therefore I befeech
them, as they love themfelves which is the firongeft Mo-
tive my Invention canditate, to banifh this Pennylefs-Spi-
rit 1 The Maliguity of the Times has deprived them of
the Power of doing Catholick Mifchief and Murder for
the Welfare of the Church.

In order to perfuade them effe¢tually to clofe with. this
my Advice, I pray the Clergy not to judge of other }Men’s
Confciences by their own. It would be really whimfical,
in a few Men, who are woid of Hearing, to fet up for ad-
Jufling or refraining the Lafui‘f of Harmory. The Pleafure

Fs of
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of Procuration is Greek and Hebrew 2o an Eunuckh ; and
indeed ro @ Creature that is gelt, Liberty of Cod-piece muft
bawe a wery odd Sound.

Another Point which feems wrong in them, is theis
fiiling themfelves the Ambafadors of a great Potentate,
who, 1 am afraid, «wi// wet cawn them. We all know
theirInfirudiions, as myflical as they «vould keep them, and
I fear me,were they examined by them, like many othcr
Statefmen,they would be found oo great to be good. Should
the lat¢ Earl of Mar, who hath given fome threwd Sufpi-
cions of his being for the Pretender, take it in his Head
to call himfe.f King George's Ambg/lcdor, would not his
Pradtices, in jfome fmall Meajure, bring in Queltion his
Profeflions ? The Application is eafy ; it is only fuppe-
fing the Devil a Pretender to the Kingdom of Heaven.

There is, ina certain Diocefs in this Nation, a Living
worth about Six Hundred Pounds a Year. This, and two
or three more Preferments, maintain tbe Dofor in beccm
ing Eafe and Corpulancy. He keeps a Chariot in Town,.
and a Journey-Man in the Country ; and his Curate and
his Coach-Horfes are his equal/ Drudges, {faving that the
Jour Legged Cartle are better fed, and have flecker Ce fJocks
than his Spiritual Dray-Horfe. 'The Dodior goes down
once a Year to fbecr bis Flock, and fill his Pockets, or, in
other Words, to receive the Wages of his Embaffy ; and
then, fometimes in an Afternoon, if his Belly do not hap-
pen to be too full, he vouehfafes to meunt the Pulpit, and
to inftru&t his People in the Greatnefs, of his Charaéter
afid his Dulnefs. This compofes the whole Parith to
Reft 5 but the DoQor one Day denouncing himfelf the
Lird’s Ambaflader with greater Fire and Loudnefs than
could have been reafonably expeted from hiz, it rouzed
a Clown of the Congregation, who waked his next Neigh-
bour, with—- Do’ji kear, Tom, doff hear ? Ay, {ays
Tom, yawning, what does he fay ? Say, anfwerea the o-
ther, He fays a plaguy Lye to be fure 5 he fays as how be is
she Lord’s Humbaflandor 5 But 1 think he is more rather
the Lord’s Peceiver-General, for he nevercomes but to
take Money.

Six Hundred Pounds, a Year is modefily Speaking, a
sompetent Fee for lulling the larget Congregation in Eng-
{and alleep ongce in a Twelve-Month,——Such Tithes :};e_

<
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the Price of Napping, and fuch mighty Odds there are
between a Curtain-Le&ure and a Cufbion-Lefture. .

The next Piece of Counfel I would give my Friends in
Black, is, that when they are caught in a {fmall Crime,
or fo, they would not always be throwing the Blame up-
ona Couple of civil Perfons and good Neighbours, called
Flefp and Blood 5 it is not fatisfactory. A Bear when he
is hungry, may eat up a good Chriftian, and give as
Sfirong a Reafon for it.—No, let them Sin as they Preach,
and fcorn to tell us awhy or whercfore.

Their Amoition, of being {uch wear Kinfmen to the
Apoftles, bas likewife done them "a Diskindnefs, A
Prieft may be a boon Companion, and an admirable
Church-man, and yet not be a Bit hke Ais Coufin St.
Paul. It is therefore for the Honour of the Clergy, that
1 would kave them drop their Alliance with the Saints :
People will be making /bamcful Comparifons, in which
the Gown, I doubt, will fuffer; for know all Men, 4y
thefe Prejents, the Railing at the Government, and Un-
dermining it, and the Contempt of Temperance, and
Oaths, with other Modes that are now Orthodox, were
not Apoflolical Virtuesin former Days: And whereas Hu-
mility, Mecknefs, Patience, brotherly Love and Charity,
are, at this Day, every Mother’s Son of them, Difen-
ters and Schifmaticks, the fame were in fome {mall Re-
pute many Hundred Years ago. But what is that to our
prefent Apofiles 2

I often amufe myfelf with confidering the Greatnefs
and Multiplicity of the Charatters belonging to the Or-
thodox Clergy. The meaneft Reader of them is a Kinf-
man to the Apoftles and our Saviour’s Lieutenant, and
Door-Keeper of Heaven and Hell, and the Creater of
Chriftians, and the Forgiver of Sins, and a Trumpeter,
and a Watchman, -and a Journcy-man, and— (I am oug
of "Breath)an Ambaffador..

But as great Men asthey are, it is hard, methinks,
that an honeft Lay-Man, when he dies, cannot ftep #p
Stairs, without a Ticket from an Ambaffador, who is
perhaps a Bed, orout of Hamour, or taking his Bottle
er his Girl, and the like.

My Friends, the Ambafladors have another Cuftom:
toe, whichfavours not fo much of the Serpent as it aught
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#ods. A Man cannot grow eminent for his Knowledge
and Writings, but forth with the Ambaffadors grow fear-
ful of him, and cry Arheiffat him. This I would pray
them to forbear. Iown I have my own Ends in giving
them this wholefome Admonition; for, to tell it to my
dear F.iend, the World, asa Secret, which I defire may
go no further, I begin myfelf to be more than apprehen-
five of the Charge of Arbeifm againft me.

The Church-Men have, moreover, found it for their
Intereft, Time out of M:nd, that moft of their Foes
thould drink a Bumper to Bee/zebub next their Heart e-
very Morning. Now, [ declare I am not at all acquafa-

- ted with the Devil, and I defire the Anbafladors, if ke
fhould tell them the contrary, not tocredit him.for, what-
ever they may think of it, he’s a fadlying Fellow.

Mr. Lock I grant, gave them f{uflicient Caufe to abufe
him, by his Jpeaking avell of buman Underffanding, and
explaining the Scriprures.  But for myfelt, I vow and
protett, wpon the Word of an Author, I never yet did the
Clergy the leasl ill Oficc, by teaching Mankind either
Reafon or Religion: 1 confefs, I love them both weil
enough to merit the Churalter of an Infidel, but I keep
my Affe€ion to Piety and Truth, to myfelf, for fear of
provoking the Ambaffadors; they being exgoged in another
Inrereft.

I who am their Apologift, muft own, it is not without
Reafon they look afquint upon Humanity, and ufeful
Knowledge, and Moderation, and the like Lay-Fertues.
A Man that awauts Legs, would certainly think himfelf
infulted and reproached, fhould a pragmatical Fellow
take it in his Head to be dancing and eutting Cupers before
bim.  Folks that have no Teeth, do not love Gruft.

But notwithftanding all thefe friendly Conceflions of
mine in Favour of the Ambaffudors, 1 muft flill pray
them, for the future, to keep their Atheifm to-themfelves,
0o’ theymay havve a great deal of it to fpare. For, while
there are yet a few left, who make bold to believe there
s another God befides the Clergy, an Adherence to Scrip-
ture and common Senfe will not fail to be approved by
many, and would be by more, were it thought confiftent
with the™ Dignity and Defigns of the Ambaffadors, to

Fermit the common People to return to their Senfes. B
ut
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But this, alas, isnot to be expetted, fo long as Judg-
ment and Underflanding are fo apparently oppofite o t4e
Rights of the Church. ;

The Reman Clergy are juftified in keeping the Laity
in Subje&tion and Ignoratce, by abold Pretence to In-
fallibility : Whereas our Priefts, equally bold, but lefs
reafonable, would make us Slaves and Blockheads, and
yet cannot give us Reafon for it. It is'confefled they have
a certain hard Word, one Orthodex, which is their Friend
at a pinch, and ferves them on all Occafions, for a
ready Anfwer to every Objection. But this fame Ortho.-
dox, tho' it fu/ly convinces mary good Church-Men, yet
bath loft its Original meaning, and, for many Ages,
fignified either every Thing, or nothing. Indeed, when
the Chnrch hath her Bands znbound, Orthodex isa Word
of high Importance, and conftantly fignifies the Pillory
and Whipping-Poft, and the Church that has thefe re-
Jorniing Engines of its Side, is, of courfc, the moff Apo-
Jlolical.

This Orthodsx has likewife been compelled to mcan fe-
veral other Mcanings, upon feveral Occafions. Some-
times it is an Altar, and fometimes a Book of Canons;
fometimes a Convocation, and fometimesa Mob ; itis this
Minute a Bithop in kis Throne, ard the next, a Tithe-
Pig. Now and then it is Slavery and unlimited Loyalty,
and prefently it is Sedition and Rebe'lion, aithout referwe.
It is a Tyrant when a Mafter, and an Incendiary when
a Servant, and either plorting Mifehief or a&ing it
When it is a2 Door, it argues by ftrong Hand, and, as
1ll as it likes the Bible, it would keep it all toitfelf.
When itis in Adverfity, it fnatches up the firft Remedy
that comes to its Hand, lawful or unlawful; but to. o-
thers in the fame Circumftances it recommends Prayers
and Tears, clpecially whén they are to no purpofe : If
you give it all it afks, it will perhaps feez contented ;
but if you fthew its hated Foe, Moderation, the leaft Coun-
tenance, it will fpit in your Face, and call you Son of a
Whore : For, whatever Difguife it appears in, it is very
apt to be in a Paffion, and call Names; nay, if its
Hands are not tied, it will bite and fcratch, and kick,
and fling, and bounge and bellow, and knock down ﬂ:u

‘ t



134 A Modeft Apokogy .

that come near it, unlels they fwear a bloody Oath, #¢y
are for the Church.

But as ufeful as this Orthodox is to the Clergy, it will
never jultify them, inthe Opinion of impartial Judges,
for marking the beft and moft elevated Spirits with fthe
Brand of Atheifm. Virtue, Learning, and Humanity,
will find Friends in fpite of Orthodoxy, and many of
the Laity will live in the Fear of God, let the Clergy
take it ever fo ill ; and others will be Lovers of Truth
and Mankind, at the hazard of being hated by the
Church.

I muft now have fome Talk with my Friends, the Am-
bailadors, upon another Point, and that is their Claim of
Divine Right to every Thing which they have a Mind to
call theirs. - ]

It is certain the Monks acquired moft of their Poffef-
fions by fuch Means and Arts as would have been {canda-
Jous and diabolical, had they been praétifed by Lay-Men.
But Clerks only have the facred Privilege of tricking and
pi-ying the Devil for the Profperity of the Church,
Now thefe Pollefiions of the Monks, tho’ forfeited to the
Crown by the Law, for having been fraudulently got,
and unjuftiy kept, to maintain Lazinefsand Debauchery,
are to this Hour claimed by our pre/ent Monks, as the un-
doubted Succeflors of the other bald Vermin, in Purity
ef Dsétrine and of Manners. Thusaiming in every Point
to refemble thele their pious Predeceflors, they would
willingly hold their Lands by Roguery and Divine Right.

The antient Monks were much more generous and
reafonable than the prefext Set 5 for they gave their Bub-
bles an Equivalint for their Wealth They would at
any time Jockey away a {mall Tenement in dbraham’s
Bofom for a rich Manor in Englend; whereas our mode: s
Monks, notwithiftanding their avowed Authority over
their Maker, and his Dominions abeve, are fo far from
dealing like Chapmen, that, in Exchange for our Poflef-
fions, they do not fo much as offer us a little Bargain in.
Paradife. If the Propriety of that Ground be theirs, they
might at leaft tender a furure Cottage for a prefent Pa-
lace, and the 1ather, becaufe by Experience we know,
that when we are at their Mercy, they allow us, in this
Life, little elfe but Dungeons, Whips and Chains, a‘rlxld
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the /ike Inducements, to reverence the Priefthood, whe,
for the Goodof our Souls, ufe our Bodies &loody ill.  And
it cannot be denied, when the Amba/fadors are let loofe,
they at as if they were, in Trath, the Scourges of God,
by divine Right.

Now, 1 their Apologift, do earneftly perfwade the
Ambaffadors to drop their Claim. All the Laicks who
read the Bible know there is nothing of it in that Book,
and they do not f{ee that the Clergy live in fo good an
Underftanding and Conformity with their Maker, as to-
merit from him a Grant of all the Lands in England by
Word of Mouth.

What they have by buman Right let them keep, and:
make much of it; nay, (topleafe them) let them wran-
gle and go to Law aboat it as much and as often as they
will But thisis a Hint they do not want. A Parfon’s.
Bull and his Grey_Pad-+feed on Tithe-Hay and Corn,,
which is the Provénder of thefe Brutes by Diwvine Right,.
and yet I never obferved they grew fatter upon this -
wvine Food than a Lay-Bull and a Lay-Stone-Horfe, or
were lefs addiCted to Carnality and Lewdnefs.

I fhall fay nothing here of the Diwine Right which
doubtlefs the Ambafladors have ta Pluralitics and Non-
Refidence : Only by the by, fuppefe the Earl of Stzair
fhould defire his Majefty to make him Ambaflador to half
a dozen Ceurts befide that of France, and undertake to
execute all thefe Employments by his Footmen, 1 fancy
his Excellency would be roundiy told, that Difcharging
an Ambally by a Curate is fuch a Soleecifm in Politicks
as a Lay- Minifier muft not be guilty of.

Inow proceed to another Carbolick Topick which is
run into predigious Luxuriancy and Irregularity ; I mean
the good Art of Lying for the Church. I do ,not intend:
to debar the Ambaffadors from their moft righteous and
moft antient Praltice -of martyring their Confcience to
their Caffock, and venturing their precious Souls againft
the dangerous and fanatical Encroachments of their old
Foe, Truth, which was never a Friend to the Trade of
the Tippit. It is to be wifhed, however, that their
laudable Zeal for this venerable U/age were a litrle li-
mited ; and therefore that it may not grow ufelefs by
being altogether boundlefs, as 7¢ is at this Day, 1, the
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Apologift for the Church, prompted by pure Affeition,
will make bold tolay down tavs Rules to be obferved by
the dmbafJadors, who are Liars for the good of it, aswell
as Sir Henry Wootton was for the good of the State.

And Firft, 1 implore them, as they love their precious
Livings, not to fib out of the Bible. 1 know 1t is the
hardelt Thing in the World to break Men of a /long and
firong Habit, particulirly when they much delight in it ;
but I pray them to confider that the Bible is the moft auk-
ward Creature under the Sun at fatheringa Lie. You
may eafily know when 4¢ is quoted for a kalfhood, for if
you atk um, he wili deal uprightly with you and tell veu
thenaked Truth.It was a maliciou: Fhing of ourAnceftors,
and great Blow upon the #mbaffadors,to teach thisForeigner
our Language ; for ever fince he has been neturaiized,
and taught Eng/i/b, he blabs out every Thing he knows.

Good Dottors, take Warning from the awresched Fate
of a Brother Dsétor, who in a furious Fit of Zeal, to
d:ftroy his Country, and fuwe the Church, took a Paflage
or twoout of the Bible, th.t were notin it. Upon this
fome anleavened Laymen, who had a fingular Affettion for
Scripture, but were bitter Enemies to the Charch, went
and confulted their ol/ Friend the Bible, who told them
frankly, and like a Neighbour, that this Sawiour of the
Church had ée/ied him; and, after {pending fome Mo-
ments in Admiration of the Do&or’s want of Demory,
added, thatthe DoZor and he had never beca, in the leajt,
acquainted in all their Lives.

A Jore Stroke thisupon our Ambaffador, but it did not
reft here. Thefe hard-hearted Laymen, preferring the
Reputation of an ¢bjolcte Treatife to that of a modi/t Am-
baffador, hung up the Siory at Wefminfler-bs/l, and then
publifbed it to all the World. Whichd. eadful Ulage did
{o provoke the meek Ambaffador,that from that Hour to this
he could never endure Law, or Gofpel, or Truth, or good
Manners; but, being now both diftradted and hardened
to a Degree, he fwears and rails, and lies more or lefs
every Day in the Week, but moff terribly on Sundays.

Behold the Damage which accrues to the Church from
the apwnefs of the Bible to tell Tales.

This Boldnefs in us Lay-Animals, or, asa great Church
Man loves to call us, The Beafls of the People, to mdiﬁ:
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with Knowledge, and ftudy the #Word of God, is un-
doubtedly a thameful Infult upon the Ambafadors, and a
manifeft Impropriation of their Rights and Profizs. But
there is no Help for it, the Laity will, againft all Reafon,
be exercifing their Reafon, and judging in Thing which,
though plain and neceffary, ought to remain a profound
Myflery. All thisis the more intolerable, for that both
the Prophets and Apofties give a very harfh and unkind
Charaéter of our prefent Orthodox Clergy. It is well for
thefe Calumniaters and Low Churchmen, that they are
dead.

Having now thewed the dmbafadors that it is by no
Means (afe, even when the Church is in the greateft Dan-
ger, to lie for its prefervation out-of tie Holy Scriptures,
which are ever éackward to cavs and vindicate the Caxafe
of the Caffock; I proceed to give them a Rule to lie by,
when they fetch their Falfhoods out of their own Heads
And it is only this, 20 /ie with Probability. How
many a glorious Catholick Forgery has been murdered by
making it too Catholick, that is, too monfirous. What
Pity it is there thould be any Excels in Piety, and good
W 01‘&! .

In the Time of the late Rebellion I dined by Accident
at a Gentleman’s Houfe in the 77/, who made no fecret
of his being a Jacobite, or, as he explained it, a true
Churchman. The Parfin, I found, was gone to the
next Villageto cater for News, and, being impatiently
expected by the Squire, arrived jut as we were fittin
down to Dinner. - #%el/, Do&or, fays his Worthip, #ar
is the Werd 2 Mar, Mar, Sir, replied the Dotor, What
Jhould it be? Here all the Family chuckled; perceiving
the good Man had got a Packet that pleafed him. How-
ever, before he broached his be/# Ncaws, he let us know
that King George (to whom he gave anotber Name) bad
gota Guard about him, confifting of fwe thoufand Turks,
and ten thoufand Preflyterian Parfons. Thele ill Tidings
made Madam figh for the Church, and therefore the
Do&or haftened totell her better.  Core, Madam, fays
he, bold up, Day dacvns in the North, the brawe Mar has
two hundred thoufand Highlanders avell armed and prin-
cipled, to ferve your Ladyfhip and the Church ; and three
byndred and fourfeore grear French Ships of War, 'wc’llxe

tais
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this Morning feen making towards Portfmouth, The La-
dy thanked God with an Ejaculation, and his Ambafador
with a Glafs of Sherry. He then procceded to affure us,
That the Duke of Argyle’s Army had deferted to a Man,
and that his Grace, bimfelf, was fled in a poor fifbing
Boat, to Greenland, or fomewhere yur away; that kis
Majefty bad flole away from St. James’s, and was not to
be found bigh nor low ; and that the Duke of Marlborough
bit bis Thumbs, and looked as pale as Afes. This great
News procured the dmbafador the other Glafs of Sherry,
and Madam clapped the other Cuftard upon his Plate.
He then affured us, of his own Knowledge, that the
Dutke of Berwick, bad on_fome Occafion or other given the
Earlof Stair a terrible Bex on the Ear, and ordered him
20 leavie the Kingdom in three Hours, on pain of being put
in the Stocks. A brave Man this Duke of Berwick, fays
a Booby at the Parfon’s Elbow, the Squire’s eldeft Son.
Ay, fays the Parfon, and

Here is 1o Berwick ¢he bold,
And may bis Grace live to grow old.

He went on'In this Wantonnefs of Fancy, and lied and
thimed beyond all Bounds. The Squire fqueezed him
by the Hand, and put his Health round, and I faw no-
thing but Mirth and Gaiety. For myfelf, I laughed
with the reft, and owned the Aniba/flador’s News to be
wonderful firange. He was afterwards very Arch upon‘a
brace of Tur#ks, and a Garden of Twurnips that he had
planted in his Majefty’s Bed-chamber. But as he was
going on in his News and Calumny, and juf# /bipping off
the Royal Family, for whom he had provided a Lodging
{fomewhere in Holland, an honeft Gentleman came in
with the printed Account of both the Battle of Preflon,
and that of Dumblain ; for, living far from a Poft Town
he had his Letters but once a Week. The Ambaffador
was inftantly taken with an Occafion to make Water,
and left both his News and his Cuftaid unfinithed. But
I told the Gentleman the Wonders the Do&or had told
s, and he fhewed us the monftrous impoflibility of them ;
which had fo good an Effed, that tho’ he continues his
Trade to this Day, and lies as fervently as ever, efpecial-

ly
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1y from his wooden Sanctuary, yet the perverfe People un-
charitably refufe to be any longer his Rogues and Zealots ;
whereas before this his unhappy Detection he could fet
them a Railing and Swearing, and Mobbing at his Chri-
Jlian Pleafure. It is true, many of the good Women, are
i1l his Believers and Conformifis; but this is afcribed to
a Caufe not quite fo fpivitual. - ‘

Take Warning, O Rewerend Ambaffadors, from the
forlorn Mifcarriage of this your blundering Brother, who,
tranfported with Orthodox Zeal, carried a avell-meaning
Lye beyond the Bounds of Likelihood, and has thereby
utterly difabled himfelf from ferving the Church and bis
Order, as long as he lives- Better, oh better he had
beena Bed that inaufpicious Day, though with his Hand-
maid as ufual,

Not /o the artful and eloquent Father Frascis, who
holds forth a Lye, and weeps over a Lye, with a praife-
worthy Cunning and Dexterity. He drefles up the pretty
Puppit {o amiably, all at the Coft and Charges of Ais oz
Fancy, and laments qver it fo mevingly, that there is not
a dry Eye, nor a dry Handkerchief, in the whole Con-
gregation. The Tears and Rage of his Hearers are e-
qually in his Power; the whole Order would no doubt
envy him, were he not, though greatly lewd an excellens
Churchman.

He was once raifing the Pity of his Hearers for a
bopeful, aunfortunate young Gentleman, who, though bon
to three great Effates, was {oill ufed, and perfecuted, that
he had not a Hovel to put his Catholick Headin. In
fhort, he defcribed the poor Lad’s Circumftances o art-
fully, and lamented him fo pathetically, that I thruft my
Hand into my Pocket, and, had the Pretender been with-
in three Pews of me, I fhould infallibly have reached
him half a Crown ; a larger Charity than I give to cwery
poor Body. I perceived the fame Sympathy and Commi-
feration in the Looks of the whole Church.

On every Thirtieth of Fanuary, how many Butchers
does he fend Home, calling for their Cleawers, to hew in
Pieces all the Prefbyterian Demons, that had a Hand in
the Slaughter of the Martyr! For it isa ftanding Maxim
and Refolve amongflt the Ambafladors, that all the Diflen-
ters, who ever lived, or f{hall live, to the end of the

World
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World, muft be the individual Men that murdered King
Charles the Firft, with their oxun Hands. Another Time
he gave us a frightful Image and Defcription of Oliwer
Cromavell’s Time ; but he threw fo many Modcrn Facidents
into the Charaéter, that the whole Congregation miffook
him to mean the prefent Reign, and I, like a Booby a-
mongft the reft, was of the fame Opinion; and he put
me {0 out of Humour with the Court and the Miniftry,
that I fnatched up my Hat and Cane, and went direCtly
to expofiulate with a Secretary of State, upon the dread-
Sul Deings and Mifmanagements which Friar Francis had
pointed at : I Likewife intended to admonith the Courtiers
20 be ruled by the Clergy, if they expeded to profper. But
when I cameto St. Fames's, I found that Things had
quite another Face there, than when they came out of the
Mouth of FriarFrancis. So Ikept my Bufinefs to my-
felf, and fneaked off, warned however to truft no more
to the Reprelentations of this Rewverend Fatber in Guile.

But, I hope, for the fake of the Amba/ffadors, no Bo-
dy elfe will take the fame Pains to be untaught b 4po-
Slodical Forgeries, which their Excellencies may find it con-
wenient to broach from Time to Time. Such a rath
Proceeding wouldutterly deftroy the Credit of the Caffock
throughout this Land. = But my bononrable Friends kiow
themfelves very fafe in the conformable Credulity of their
Hearers: Andyet I muft fill praife that wary Dofor moft
who lies befi, that is, like Friar Francis, moff artfully.
He well knows, that the pious Art of Falfood is-the only
Engine they have left to defend the Reputation of the
Crape, and to wound that of their great Rival for Power
the GovernminT. He therefore manages with Care
and Art this /af? Shift.

I have already given a Reafon fufficient, why Oaths
ought not to Hamftring the 4mbafadors, to which I will
here add, in Defence of the innocent dinof Perjury, that
if thir aniverfal Cuftom and Pratice in all Ages, be of
any Force, as fometimes Cuftom alone creates Law, then
here is an Apology, in a few Words, for fuch Genuine
Clergymen as have for/worn to his prefent Majefty for the
Prefervation of their Cupboards and Tithes, of avbich the
Holy-Church hath made them Owerfeers. It 1s not, there-

fare, without waluable Confiderations, that the confcienti-
b ous
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oxs Priefts have reconciled themftlves to this inmocent Sin,
and made Perjury the eafiefft Taft under the Sun. Not
but that the conformable, good Criatures can abftain from
it (as much as they are ufed to it) when there is more got
by NowjurIng. i

I knew the Ambaffador of a Paji/b near the Bath, who
had for many Years {worn and prayed with conffant Con-
Jormity, and enjoyed his Living and his Ofober, without
the leaft Tumultin his Confcience, till the beginning of
the Jate Rebellion 5 but this fime Confcience of his (bein
fomething of a Time-ferver) no f{ooner heard the High-
landers were rifen, but it began to rife tco, and gave the
Doctor feveral Hints, which he thought were juf# and
reafonable. In fhort it drew up a remonfirance to him by
which itappeared, that if he did but handle the prefent
Opportunity acell, be might bid fair to get fomething,
aithout lofing any thing. The Doélor was ready to follow
the Advice of fo rational a Conicience, and fo pretended
to quit his Parifh, becaufe as he told the People in a dole-
ful Difcourfe at parting, he could not with any Confience,
pray for-a Prince ako had no Right,and fo forth. Thus
the Doftor feemed to rikk a {mall Living for the good of
his poor Soul, and a Deancry : And only feemed, for being
as cautions as he was Confcientious, he had his Church fup-
plied with a Deputy Ambaffador, vulgarly called a Curate.
However, the Doftor enjoyed the Honour and Charaéter
of a Confeflor for a few Weeks, and then the Defeats of
Mar and Fofter gave him fuch convincing Proofs of bis
Majesty’s Right, that his courteous Confecience, the beft na-
tured yic/ding Thing alive, made him and Perjury cordial
Friends once more. He took the Oaths, and kept his Pa-
rith, and. prays now for the Government awith the fume
Sincerity as ever.

Before I have done, I muft have a little Chat with my
Friends, the dmbafladors, upon the Head of Politicks ;
and I cannot but conceive they are fomewhat too fickle
and changing in their Friend/bip and Enmity to Princcs and
States ; and Inconftancy in Schemes is an effential Error
in Statefmen.

The Ambaffadors were, for fome Time, exceeding fond
of the late French King, who indeed tock prevailing Me-
theds to pleafe them. In the firft Place he exerted the

Jull
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Sull Prerogative of a Monarch by Diwine Right, upon his
Lay-Subjedts, and treated them as Slawes, born to breath
but for his Pleafure. Secondly, He ftrove glorioufly, by
Frauds and Violence, to deftroy the moft powerful and
moft obnoxious Neft of Republicans in the World, dull
Dutch-men, that will be for Trade and Liberty of Cons
Jcience, letour Clergy Jay what they will tothe contrary—,
Thirdly (O glorious Article ) He exercifed fuch awhole-
Jome Severities on Diffenters, that every true Church-man
ought to Wor/bip him to all Eternity. And yet, after all
this complicated Merit, they withdrew their Proteftion
from him, as foon as he grew Friends with King William.
But he quickly merited their Smiles ; for he bravely
broke his Faith, and fell a murdering the D—d Duasch
again . And during the whole Courfe of the War, they.
continued to grieve_for his Lofles, and to curfe the Duke
of Marlboreugh for flopping the Courfe of bis moft Chriftis
-an Cruelties. But ftill they grumbled at his Slownefs in
dending them a few Ships and Troops to do a certain Jobb
which they had much at Heart, becaufe it would have .
changed the i//-contrived Madel of our Lawsand Religion
into a Form more pleafing to them.

‘The Regent tco was bonoured with their good Graces,
while he was fufpeted of aiding the Rcbellion for the
Church ; but, now it appears he has no Spight againft
their Country and Conftitution, they have taken a mortal
oze at him.

Saveden was once the only Obje& of their Affe&ion
and their Prayers, whillt its King was expefted with a
Fleet and Army to refcue the Church, by Fire, and Saword,
and Popery from the Danger of a Proteffant Government.
‘But Saveden failed them, and prefently

The Czar of Mufcovy got into their Favour, and it
was ftrongly hoped, that that meek Monarch would fet
Fire to the Nation, and help the Church ; and though le
baulked them, the Ambafadors are fill fond of him, he
having, by Humanity to his Son, and feweral others, fhewn
that he 4noavs the ufe of avholefime Severities ; befides,

- ’tis thought he has #o Good-Will for England.

"The Turt was at one Time a wery popular Church-Man,
for he was at War with the Chriftians, and therefore
great Things were expeted from him by the A'méﬂﬂbd?r: .

or
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for the Profperity of the Church . But Prince Bugene, who
is not a good Church-Man, drove their Mabometan Fricnd
back to his Whore-Houfe again—

Even the Emperor himfelf, when he was reported he
had given his Sifter to the Pretender, was honoured with
the Chara&er of a Well-awifber to the Church of England ;
but that Lye not proving true, his Imperial Majefly loft
Ground amongft the Amba/fadors, and is at prefent m fuch
Difgrace with them, that nothing, but Ais going to Mafs,
makes them-keep Meafures with him.

The Dutch were ever the Objets of their Indignation
and utter Averfion, but at this prefent Time, even thefe
Republicans, and No-Chriftians, by their Slowvnefs in fign-
ing the Quadruple- Alliance, have won the Hearts of our
Ambafladors, and the Hogan Msgans have now the gocd
Fortune to be deemed judicious and moderate Schifmaticks ;
but I am in great Dread, that they will wery /bortly anger
the Church again. B

But Parfon Alberoni, my Client, is, of all the Potentates
in Europe, the Pope him/elf not excepted, their prefent Fa-
wourite and Darling, as 1, though unworthy, expeét foon
to be, for penning this unan/awerable Encomium vpon Him
and Them. )

Their Love of this Potent, High Church-Man, who,
like another Cardinal Laud, leads his Pupi{ by the Nofe,
and the Purfe-Strings, can proceed from nothing but their
Fondnefs for Works of Charity, to which, it feems, my
Client thews a ftrong Inclination, particularly, 7z an In-
Sance or tawo that cannot but pleafe the Church.

We all know there are feveral worthy Englifhb Gentle-
men, the good Friends of our Ambaffadors, and loyal Suffer-
ers for the Church, who live like Vagrants in ftaly, and
are fod avith Crumbs from the Pope’s Table. Now the
louing Cardinal has, in his Royal Bounty, invited thefe
pious Proteflants into his Kingdom, offering them a Mor-
fel, and a Bed, though it is feared the prefent Parliament
hath taken fuch uncatholick Refolutions as may put the
Cardinal’'s Majefly out of Humour, and tempt him to
change his Mind. '

Sir George Bing too is never to be forgiven by any Man
who withes well to the 6burch and Uniformity, for crea-
ting {uch a dangerous Schifm in the Cardinal’s Fleet, who

were
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were t00 Orzhodox: Catholicks to digelt the dreadful Hereyy
of Proteflant Powder and Ball,

It was rude in St. George to break the Heads of fo many
¢f vil Spaniards, whowere Men of peaceable Behaviour, and
no-avife addiéted to Fighting. It is true they afteravards be-
haved themfelves like Heroes, when they refought the
Englih in the Marquis de Beretti Landi’s Papers, where
his Excellency has made them fhew the true Spani/b Bra-
wery, by beating Sir George bravely, and running awa
from him bloodily. And it is plain to all the World,
that they thewed, by a do/d Flight, they fcorned to die to
pleafe that mercilefs Heretick.

I could add many Particulars to jlluftrate the Worth of
my eminent Client Parfon Alberoni, whofe great Capacity
torule his Maffer is vifible to Mankind. 1 could likewife
infift that he has as good a Right as any other Prieft or Vi-
car whatfoever, to aff as becomes bis Order, by nourifh-
ing War and Defolation.

But I will wave the Detail of thefe Points, tho’ there
is a great deal in them, having a grand Thing to urge in
his Bekalf, which renders him #ingularly Dear 0 &/l true
Church-Men——Reader, a Word in your Ear; Parfon
Alberoni intends, if King George would but let him, te
reflore——and the Church-Lands 3

Q Sanfum, ﬁﬂumg; diem !

Having left this /mportant Whifper wpon the Reader’s
Memory, 1 fhall fay no more.

N.B. Notone of the numerous Anfwers which will be
made to this 4po/ogy, will be worth reading, But, at the
earnefl Report of my Bookfeller, 1 defign to write and pub-
Lifh a Reply to myfelf, which I defire every Body to Buy.

An
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An Apology for the Danger of the Church.
Proving, that the Church 13, and ought
to be always in Danger; and that it
would be dangerous jfor ker to be out of
Danger. Being a Second Part of the
Apology for Parfon Alberoni. By T.
Gordon, Efz;

Anno 1719,

HE Profpe&® of doing great and ufeful A&ions,

or the Confideration of having done them, muft
necds be Matter of Pleafure and Triumph to a Mind he-
neftly ambitious. It is therefore no little Joy to me to
refle@, that I have been a Perfen of notable Moment
and Significancy this Winter; by my ftrenuous Defence
of High-Church, and the Trade thercof. I have placed
its true Sons and Qverfeers in a true Lighc, in which
every one may behold them, and boww dowr avith his
Face to the Earth. '

As all pious Deeds meet with fome Reward, either in
¢the internal Satisfation of the Mind, or from the Monu-
ments of Praife ere€ted by Mankind to the Doer, I have
a0 Reafon to fay that my late Apology went without its
Recompence; fince by it I have gain'd, what I fincere-
ly aim’d at, to the Genuine Prieflhood all due Honour,
and to myfelf But it becomes me whoam but
private Gentliman, to ferve my Country for nothing.

There is, however, fome good Fortunc generally at-
tending the érawe Mun who draws in Defence of the
Church. She is a lucky old Body, and few find Caufe to
repent of having done her a good Turn. I myfelf, her
weak tho’ voluntary Champicn, am two Pair of Shocs
and a Beaver the richer, for wearing out threc Pens, and
exhaalling a Halfp'worth of Ink inher Service. I ftill

Vor. I. G want
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want a Sword-knot, and a Tooth-pick.cafe, which T
make no Queftion of earning in a few Days from the
Steeple. 1 have for that Purpofe, at this very Junéture,
feventeen Pamphlets in my Head, all carved out into pro-
per Method and Paragraphs, and ten of themare already
{old to my Bookfeller, who purchafes my Brains at fo
amuch a Sheet. I would willingly fell him the othar
feven, and throw two or three little ones into the Bar-
gain ; but he fhakes his Ears, and feems to fay, be has
wentur'd enough already.

In this Manrer is my preguant Head become an Of-
fice of Wit and Manufcripts, to be employ’d wholly in
the Intereft of the Sacred Brood of Aaron.

Purfuant to this I have .a Projeét now on Foot, which,
if duly encouraged, willtend to the univerfal Credit and
Emolument of this 4ifire/s’d Church. In fhort, it is my
Purpofe to expofe my Head, :and the Furniture thereof,
to Sale by Auftion, at St. Pau/’s Chapter-houfe, on the
soth of May next ; at which Time and Place, I do here-
by hambly hope and beg, the Prefence and Encourage-
ment of all the Reverend Zealots within this Realm. The
Varticulars are.as follows.

A CATALOGUE

Of unborn Pamphlets, and Satires, to be publifh’d as
foon as they are brought forth, for the Benefit of our
Mother-Church, and her hopeful Boys, the Parfons.

Imprimis, The Nature and Necefiity of an Ecclefiafti-
«<al Delirium, or the Art of holy Foaming. Written in
the Stile of the eloquent Dr. Sacheverel.

2. The holy Monopoly ; or anew Conveyance of an
old Grant, figa'd and feal’d above ; proving the Clergy
to bc the natural Lords of all the Women and Land in
Great Britain, and the rightful Occupiers of both, in
Spite of all Lay and Rent-Rolls whatfoever, ——
A valuable Pamphlet !

3. The Tribe of [fuchar; or an Argument to prove
that the Laity have a Right to no Liberty, but that of
being Slaves to the Clergy. To which is added, An
Appendix, proving, that the Parfons ought to govern

the World.

4. The
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4. The Modern Paradox; or a Demonftration that
Tngodlinefs may be orthodox, and a good Life damna-
‘ble. The whole -being intended for a Defence of the
Rev. Dr. Sachewerel, and a Reproof to M. #Whifion.

5. The Truth of Contradittion ; or Charch-Arithme-
tick, demonftrating, That three is one, and one is three.

6. The Unreaforiablenefs of underftanding the Scrip-
ture. ‘

7. The abfolute Neceflity of underftanding our Duty
to the Clergy.

8. The Innocence of Perjury -and Rebellion, ox ore
Slldt’. ‘

. A plain Proof that Laymen may lawfully commit
Sin, if they will pay for it, and kneel for Pardon to the
‘Clergy.

There are feveral more MSS. of the like Nature and
Tendency, which may beYeen at the Place of Sale, with
‘the Price mark’d upon them.

I have already confefled, that my humble Attempts
to ferve the Church have not altagether miffed their Re-
-compence ; and if the late é/efled Martyr, Jemmy Shep-
herd, with fome other orthodox Gentlemern, who fought
and were hang’d for the Church, did not fare fo mer-
rily, it was becaufe the Clergy were not confulted and
‘obey’d, as queftionlefs they ought to have been. But
thus it will ever be, while the King and Parliament are
Suffer'd to alt independently ox the Convocation.

Since therefore I have fuccecded in my honeft Fndea-
vours, to fet up the Parfons as the Idels of the Uni-
verfe, I cannot, in Gratitude to them and myfelf, for-
bear purfuing my Blow, till I have fatiated their holy
Leachery, and Mr. Lylie’s Prophecy, by perfuading
Mankind, to fall doavn before them, acith their Faces to
the Earth, and lick up the Dufl of their Fest.  And when
I have once oblig’d the Lay Gibeonites to be as r/pock-
Jul and miferable as becomes them, the Clergy and I
will fit down together, and facrifice to Wine and 'I'o
bacco. .

In the mean while it fhall be my prefent Tafk to con-
found Gainfayers, by proving, That the Church iz and

G2 ought
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ought to be in Danger, and that it would be dangerous
for ber to be out of Danger.

But before I proceed, [ muft, for my own Security
from Cavillers, and for the greater Clearnefs of my Dif-
.courfe, fettle the Idea which I and all Men ought to
‘bave of the Church, by defining the Word.  The Church
then, is a fable Society of Gentlemen, aearing broad Hats
and decp Garments; who poffefs great Part of the Wealth
and Powwer of the World, and avould have All, as a Re-
‘avard for keeping Mankind in decent Ignorance and Bon-
dage.

{’&nd now I enter upon my Defign, with great Ala-
crity of Heart, :

I own the Gofpel makes this Story of the Church’s
Danger a meer Fable; but be it alfo known, that tho’
eur Saviour fays the-Gates of Hell fhall not prevail a-
gaintt it, our Parfons will not take his Word for it. I
am forry with all my Heart, for the great Mifunder-
ftanding and Difference which there are between Jefus
Chrift and his Ambaffadors, almoft in every Point of
Belief and Pratice ; and, I confefs, it is very odd, that
they who pretend all their Power to be from him, thould
not credit his moft {folemn Promifes; but I fee no Reme- -
dy for thefe Things.

[ that am a Layman, find great Comfort in being a
Chriftian ard a Believer; and particularly I am fo
much of a Heretick, as to think, that when our Savi-
our {aid, his Father was greater than he, he did not
tell a Word of a Lie; 1 know his Ambafladors are
of another Opinion; but I have Faith in Chrift Je-
{us.

The Danger of the Church comes from divers Caufes,
the principal of which I fhall reckon up.

And firft, common Senfe and Sobriety are great Ene-
mies to the Church. While Folks are fober and ratio-
nal, thev can {ee about them, and want that large Com-
petency of Blindnefs which {o eminently qualifies a Man
for a good Churchman. So long as they are deftitute
of that Title to Orthodoxy, they will be attending to
the Means of their own Intereft and Safety, than
which no greater Rubs can be thrown in the Prieft-
hood's Way. .

Not
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Not many Years ago, when we were beating our
Enemies, and defending ourfelves and Eurgpe from
Chains; when Succefs and Reputation attended us a-
broad, and we flourifh’d in Peace and Security at home ;-
an ignorant Perfon would think we were a happy Peo-
ple, and indeed we were fo : But what then ?-Our Hap-
pinefs, Virtue, and Concord, were not only utterly in-
confiftent with the Welfare of the Church; but put it
into terrible Danger?/ And therefore all her true Sons
bent theit whole Might and Zeal to relieve her by di-
ftra&ting the Nation ; and their pious and fiery Eudea-
vours, at laft, made the People mad, and the Church
fafe. Itsftrongeft Votaries, the ingenious Vulgar, drank
away their Reafon and Humanity, and commtred Blood-
fhed and Blafphemy, every where, for the Church, with
vaft Zeal and Succefs; and the Church gather’'d molt
Strength when Religion and Reafon had lealt. As for
thofe Fanatical fober Rogues, that kept their Senfes,
they were deyou:ly knock’d down by thefe who were
fo orthodox as to have none. At this blejfed Funtture
the Clergy had the Happinefs to fee more Blood and
Beer drawn for the Church, than ever had been before
on any Occafion whatfoever. And it is always an in-
fallible Sign of the Church’s Health and Profperity,
when the Bufinefs of Excifemen and Surgeons increafes.
beyond meafure.

It will fall naturally under this Head, to obferve who
are the Church’s beft and ftancheft Friends.

And in the firft Place, there are many Noble Lords,
who are born Friends to the Church, and live and die in
that Friend(hip. There is the little Lord Apemore, who
has beftow’d his whole Heart upon Parfons and Race-
Horfes. He knows nothing elfe, and, happily for the
Church, cares for nothing elfe. He feems, with St.
Francis, to be an implacable Foe to all human Know-
ledge and Charity ; but he can fay the Arhanafian
Creed, drink Damnation to the Whigs, and is upon the
whole a compleat Churchman. Lord Apemore was once
Drinking a Health to his Horfe Frederick, and among
thofe who heard it, it went round; but when it came
to the Turn of a Whig in Company to drink, he being
thick of Hearing, miftook, and, throwing up his Hat
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vith loyal Noife and Affettion, drank Prince Frederick.
Upon which the Peer, rifing from his Seat, Dam mc,
Sir, avhat d'ye mean, Sir? Dam me, Sir, d'ye bnowr
‘vhere you are, Sir 2 Dam me, Sir, ave know no Prince
vrederick here, Sir; and Dam me, Sir, ae are drink-
trg a better Man’s Health, Sir.  This excellent Speech
has gain’d his Lordihip the Reputation of a Wit, and
i brave Man, among all the Parfons and *Squires round'
the Country.

Corpulus is another right Honourable Perfon, who has
Leen a true Churchman from his Cradle. To a Concuf-
S in that Mackine it is thought he is indebted for his.
Orthodox Principles, and kis Security from. the dangey
vous Influence of human Reafon. I could give ample
Proofs of this, bat his Lordfhip through the whole
Courfe of his Life has done it to my Mand. He makes.
a joke of the King’s Title, and of his own Qath to.
inaintain it ; he is as honourably ‘ignorant as becomes
a Great Perfonage and a true Churehman, and he ne-
ver goes to Bed without - fwallowing eight Quarts, and
as many Thoufand Oaths. Let the:World judge if this
Man be not a cordial and approved Friend to the Hie-
rarchy.

The Lord Syntax is paft Forty, and has all the Rules
of Grammar by Heart; bat notwithftanding this great
Accomplifument, the Caw:l is not yet taker off bis Face,,
and ke is fNll @ RMinor. Dut being a Bate in com-
mon Senfc, he is confequently a refolute High. Church-
man.

Lord Gemini does likewife demand honourable Men-
tion on this Oecafion. Natare was very negligent when
fbe made this Great Man, for he is an anfinifs’d Piece of
trown Earth, and his Mind (if he has one) tallies ex-
aétly to his Outfide. He cannot fhut his Mouth, nor
kold his Tongue. However, half made as he is, he is
full of bright Zeal ; and, when he is in the Houfe, he
feems to mean feveral Speeches for the Church, but no.
Mortal is fo well bred as to hear him: And yet, his
Mouth, as I faid, being always ready open, he pro-
" ceeds eternaliy. .

"I confefs, that Ear/ Taknan, though he is a Church-
man, wants two cflential Qualifications for that Charac-
ter :
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tor: He hasSenfe, and he is never drunk. But. quoth
Cato, who had not a due Refpe&t for Pricflhood and Ty~
ranny: Solus Cafar ad cvertendam Rempublicam fobrius
advenit. T'o be juft to Earl Tulman, 1 grant he was
twice a Whig wpon waluable Confiderations, and once out.
of a Pique. But at prefent he is a great Churchman, be-
caufe he has not a proper Reafon to be otherwife.

Lord Bowling-Green is no Fool neither, nay he was
a. Wit and a Writer during the Life of a great Poet,.
whofe Deatn bad fuch. an Effet upon him,. that he has
not writ a Line fince. But, though the Peer has Senfe,
yet it happens fo oddly, that he is a true Churchman.
But malicious People pretend to give you a Reafon for
it, by alledging that he leans towards Infidelity. If this.
be true, the Thing is not at all ftrange.

I was going on with my Charaéers of this Sort, bur
I muft remember that I have not now Time. to write
a Folio. :

From what has been faid, I hope it is evident, why
moft of our Rural Squires and Purfuers of Foxes are ex-
cellent High Churchmen. Thefe married Minors are all
under the Dominion of their Wives and the Parfons, who
regale one another with Caudle and Orthedoxy, and fo
JSorth, and govesn thefe fimple Vehicles of Worfhip and
Nonfenfe, and mould their Hearts and their Heads into
what Faith and Figure they pleafe.. And. it muft be ac-
knowledged, to the Honour of thefe genuine Gentlemen,
that they have an admirable Knack at Planting Ortho-
doxy iz all its Branches, where ever they come.

Andrew la Fool, Efq; keeps fpecial Beer, and has a
Wife who loves the Church and all its Tackle. Andrean
never dines without feven Parfons at his Elbow. .

Squire Toby lived in a married State nine Years with-
out Iffue ; he at length took a Chaplain into his Houfe,
and now his Wife 1s with Child. See, fays Toby, the
Bleffing that attends the keeping of a Clergyman in one's
Houfe ! dnd yet, but to pleafe my Wife, I had not done
it

I am far from being furpriz’d that our Rural Mem-
bers vote on all Occafions for the Church. Isnot f/ial
Duty a potent Reafon? And is there no Gratitude, nor
AfteCtion, duc to. the good Men who. brought them pro-
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bably into World, and certainly into the Houfe : For, our
Country Candidates have an Agent, to be fure, if not a
Father, in every Parifh in the County, who carries all
the Veotes in the Village under bis Girdle.

Nor are thefe Sons of the Caflock, laft mentioned,
any more rebellious in their Capacity than in their Incli-
nations. Their pious and convenient Ignorance is a cer~
tain Pledge for their Zeal, and thefe two are perpetually
«f a Size. 4

As to the Bebaviour and Pra&tice of thefe Levitical
Cubs, it is the eafiet Tatk in the World ; Their avbole
Bifinefs is to be drunk and Orthodox.

Having now fhewn why fo many Lords 2and Commens
are true Church-men, I need fay nothing of the Rabble;.
firce they are fo for the fame Reafon, and therefore ’tis
no wonder the Church has fuch a Majority amongft them.
The Church if the Mob forfake it, is undone.

Hence it is that for good and pious Ends I have, as
Council for the Clergy, drawn the following Deed of
Conveyance, which, I do not doubt, will be readily fign-
ed and fealed by the Parties concerned. The Purport
of it is to earich the Church-Intereft with a Multitude of
Perfons whom the Whigs may wellfpare.
¢ Whereas thereare divers and fundry well-meaning
ignorant Perfons in this Land, who call themfelves
“ Whigs, and yet want the neceffary Marks and Qualifi-
cations belonging to that Charafcr, which is main-
« tained by a good Undirflanding, and by a powerful
Lewe for Truth and Liberty, and, ingencral, by ajufi
< Senfe of Things; And whereas the aforefaid good and
{enflelsPerfons do originally and #aturally belong to thie
< Clafs ot truc Church-men, whofe Caufe has from the
“ beginning been fupported by Number and Nenfenfe ;
We therefore who e Names are hereunto fubfcribed,
taking into our te: der Confideration the Intereft of the
* Clergy, do. as Reprefentatives of the whole Bedy of
* Whigs in Great Britain, by thefe Prefents rencunce,
releafe, and for ever quit our Claim, to all Boob-
«¢ fes, and Idiots who may have run blindly into
¢« our Party ; Ard we do hercby freely, ard of ourown
«« mecer Motion, refign and make over the faid Fools and
«« Naturals unto the High Church of Englerd, whofe

¢ prorer
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¢ proper Goods and Chattles they are, the faid Church
¢ knowing full well how to apply the Blindnefs and
¢« Stupidity of them the faid Affes to admirable and
¢ Orthodox Ends and Purpofes, Witnefs our Hands.
e

" a

A. B. cum Socits fuis.

Thave but one Scruple upon my Confcience in relation:
to this Grantof mine in behalf of the Chnrch. Idoubt
it will obliru& the Bill for Prewenting the Growth of
Peerage, if ever it fhould come in again: And, on the
contrary, make many new Creations neceflary to fll up
the Vacancies it will occafion. But let our Superiors
look tothat. The Church in the mean while ought to
pray fervently for Succefs to fuch a Bill ; for if 1t pafs,
I will be bold to. prophefy, that fifty Years hence the
avhole Houfe, at lealt a great Majority, will be genuine
Church-men ;. unlefs the {ame be firt rendered intirely
empty by a rigorous Execution of this my Conveyance

Another traiterous Enemy to the Church hath been the
Weather.. :

When that remarkable Phenomenonappeared about three
Years fince, every one that had Orthodvx Eyes faw Armies
and Champions in the Air, brandithing their Broad
Swords, and threatning prefent Death and Deftruétion to
all Fanaticks and. Low Church-men; yet fo it hamefully
happens, that that Caravan of Tory-Clouds has neithier
brought over thePretender, nor ftruck any otber Blow on
the Church’s fide.

The Wirtd:likewife plaid the T'ruant from the Church,.
and in fpight of the Prophefies and Prayers of all the
Parfons and otber 0ld Women in the Nation, Sir George:
Bing's Fleet was not funk, Ome would naturally take
the Sea, by its Noife and Roaring, to be an Orthodox

-Perfon ; bat, by its late great Civilities to our Ships, it
feems to have quite deferted. the Church-Intereft, and.
tacked about to the Whigs. ‘

I happened to be down in E/ex about the time when.
Sir Fohn Norris was {ent into.the Baltick to detain the:
moderate and pious King of Swedex from that Expedition,.
from which our Church expetted great Salvation, as the
‘Reverend Mr. T zealoufly phrag'd it, and on-

G s Sun.'ap




154 An Apology for the Danger

Sunday I went to Church. Our Parfon, after taking his
Text, and making a Flourifh or two about the Meaning
of it, told us, that tho' the Doom denounced againft the
Ships of Tar/bi/b and the ISLES, was an old Prophefy,
it might probably, nay it did certainly extend much
further, and we were encouraged to hope great Effects
from it, in this our Day. You fhall fee, fays he, and
1 fpeak it from the Mouth of Infpiration itfelf, you
Spall fuddenly fee the Wonders of the Lord in the Deep,
Can the Almighty profper thofe Ships that are the Bulwarks
of Ufurpation, Commonawealths and Schifm 2 No, he can-
not, be muft not, if hebe true to his cwn Word, if be has
any Regard for his own Church and People. FHis whole
Sermon was to the like Purpofe, and he feemed to have
ftrong and Chriflian Hopes that our Navy would perifh.
But notwithftanding that he preached and foamed with
awonderful Zeal, and vented great Eloquence and Spit-
tle; and notwithflanding that he threatened the Lord, if
he did not grant a Tempeft ; and thePeople, if they
did not pray for it; yet neither God nor the Weather
obey’d him, and Sir Fob» and his Squadron went in
Safety.

Io fhort, there has not been a Blaft of Wind, or a
Shower of Rain thefe five Years, but what has been
drawn, Head over Heels, into the Party and Intereft of
the Church. It thundered for the Church, and fnowed
for the Church, and froze for the Church. And yet the
‘Whigs who have got all the Money in the Nation, have
{o bribed the Elements, that they have quite forfook the
Catholick Caufe. We had laft Summer, very hot Wea-
ther, whech in the Opinion of all the Orthodox, boded
‘nathing lefs to the Nation, than a general Famine and
Petlilence, for the Martyrdom of the bleffed Martyr, and
the keeping out of the Pretender. But thele peffilential
Kriends of the Church, though earneftly withed for, and
postively foretold, have not done the Charch the leaft
Service, by laying wafte their native Country. How
6f:en wasthe King’s Army to have been frozen up in
feetland, during the late Rebellion, and moft of the Par-
{rms in the Kingdom had pawn’d their Word and Faith
upon it. But in the Iffue, neither the Froft nor the Snow
help'd the Church and the Pretender, I

n



of the Church. ' 155

In laft Autumn Word was brought to the Parfon of 3
certain Parifh, that fuch a Boy in the Village was juft
then killed with Thunder and Lightning. Is be? fays
the Parlon, it isawhar I always foretold, that that Baoy
would come to a difmal End, for be aent conflantly to a

Sanatick Conventicle ; and neither 1 nor bis School-mafler
could diffwade bim from it. Ay, but Sir, replied the
Meflenger, who brought the Dottor thefe glad Tidings,
Gaffer Pitchfork is murder’d too, avith thick fame toady
Clap of Thunder, and you do know, Sir, be was a Main
Man for the Church, and fought bravely for putting up the
Maypole. At this the Dotor fcratch’d his Head, and
faid, I is appointed to all Men ence to die.

My Landlady at Hartly Roaw, who is a good Church-
woman, and very great with the Parfon of the Parifh, is-
well aflured, that zbe late Meteor is a vifible Fudgment
upon us, for our putting down the Convecation, as fhe calls it.
I hope, when his Majefty hears this, he will fummon the
Parfons again to fave us from Comets and Lightning, and
to rebuke the Nation once more for Infidelity, in not be-
lieving in them, and alfo to convince the Bifhop of Ban-
gor, by cenfuring him.

What Pity is this, that neither the Clouds, nor the
Sun, nor the Moon, nor the Stars, nor any Thing a-
bove them, can be brought to favour the Caufe of the
Charch !

Providence is likewife, I fear, become ar Enemy to
High-Church ; for it difappoints her on alj Occafions.

At a Time when her Foundations feem’d to be laid
deep, and her Defigns ripe for Execution, on an unlucky
Firft of Auguft, the Church’s Nurfe died, and the Babe
fainted. All the holy Treachery and Violence, ufed then
by the Church’s Friends, and all their feafonable Viola-
tions of Treaties and Oaths, were for that Bout utterly
loft, and their Confcience and Honefty thrown away to-
no Purpofe.

This was an unkind Difcourtefy, which I fear they
will never forgive, and yet in about a Year's Tine af-
terwards, the Church was play’d another flippery ‘I'rick,
as bad as the former, by the removing out of this morud
Life a Monarch who was Champion and Gladiater in
¢bief for our Orthodox Clergy..

Relying
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Relying on the Faith of Treaties abroad, and the Ob-
ligation of Oaths at home, we were quite deftitute of For-
ces, when the late Earl of Mar by rebelling againft his
Maker and his King, in Favour of Popery and the Church,
became the Darling of our genuine Parjons, who prefently
voted him a righteous Tuftrument in the Hand of Prowi-
dence, to bring in the Pretender, and refcue them from the
infupportable Ties of Faith and Morality, a Burthen
wilich neither they nor their Predeceffors ever avould bear,
ard it moft be owned, they had then a tempting Oppor-
tunity to avow publickly their long and conftant Perjury
and Expedtations, without any apparent Danger of tem-
poral Lofs (a Confideration always uppermoft with them)
and yet they were fo cautious as enly to mutter their
Hopes privately to all the World.

‘I he fame French Forces whiclf had fo long contended
the Prize with all Europe, had now nothing elfe to dobut
to brecak the Peace, and pleafe the Parfens, and replant
Tyranny and Roman Orthcdoxy amongft us. .

‘Here was now a pleafing Profpect for the Church, Mar
had a large Army of inwincible Highlanders ; a formida-
ble nvafion from abroad daily threatened us ; we had
Tumults, Madnefs, Confufion and Difaffe&tion in every
Parith in the Nation, and in every County a Rifing was
feared and expected ; and in fhort things, were running
into a total Diffolution. So much had our peaceful
Clergy done, ard fo much had they to hope frem their
own Doings. The Church was very cock-a-hoop, and
held up its Head and crowed. By their Behaviour ard
Aflurance, I dare pronounce that thefe pious Peacc-makers
and Ambafadors of the meeck Jefus, would not have taken
‘2 Compofition of three Parts of the Church-Lands for their
Hopes of the Pretender and the whole. They were even
{ure of their Point.

There is a Parfon in Somer/fet/bire (to name no more)
who from the Revolution had raved every Sunday with
great Zeal and Devotion againft Forcigners. He had
tworn to King H'i/licm, and hated him, and {pread the
fan e Hatred through the whole Parifh, every one of
whem he had debauched with Drunkennefs and Difloyal-
ty. Upon his Majefty’s Acceflion, he likewife fwore to

him and abufed him, renewing with greater Virulence than
ever
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ever his Imprecations upon Foreigners. In one of his
Sermons he had this Expreflion ; Swppofe the Time fhould
come when ae fhall have a King that does not underfland
the Common Prayer awhat think ave awill become of the poor
Church ? This excellent Chriftian, when he thought the
Invafion and Defolation, which he had long withed to his
native Country, were at hand, began to tell his People,
that there was a awide Difference betaveem fome Foreigners
and others, and that as they ought to abhor, and cven de-
froy, fuch of them as were the open or feorct Enemies of the
Church, fo it was their Duty to honcur and entertain, and
even to divide their Subflance avith fuch Foreigners as came
to fave it. ‘This was Hint enough, and the Doctrine was
{o clear, that a pretty young Girl afked. her Mother, who
had as much Knowledge as her felf, #hether thefe brave
Qutlandifl Men would marry «with us poor Englifb Vobks ?

With f{uch fort of Management it is no wonder that
the poor Orthodox Vulgar are worked up into the great-
eft Credulity and Rage. I have met with fome of them
who thought it no Sin to murder the Hanowerians, fo that
they faid, they were Men-Eaters: And. when I afked
them how they came to-know fo much of the Haneweri-
ans, they anfwered, Ob, oxr Parfon bas told us cnough of
they. Nay, fome of them believe that his Majeity eat up
all the Children he ever had, except the Prince, and they
pretend to tell you how His Royal Highnefs was faved
trom the fame Fate. )

To fome of the Clergy alone appertains the facred
Right of doing well by deceiving, and of promoting Ru-
in, Ignorance and War for the Profperity of the Church ;
and fuch are the Men whom the Nation pays to propa-
gate Truth and Morality, and maintain Peace.

I will not here pretend to make an exact Computation
and Comparifon between the Number of the well affected
and ill aftected Parts of the Clergy ; but I am not at all
apprized that I wrong them, itl venture to fay, that not
oue in feven of thefe conicientious Paftors opened his
Mouth againft the late Rebellion in the Welern Coun-
ties. '

In the Pulpit they either fay nothing of his prefent Ma.
jelty or that which is much worfe than nothing ; whereas
in the late Reign they were fo blafphemoufly loyal, that

they
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they feemed to have forgot Jefus Chrift, to preach up the
n.

But I was faying, that at oze Fundture, I mean during
the Rebellion, the Hopes and Views of our Genuine Clergy
were in a promifing Pofture, and very near fulfilling, and
many of them were {o difcerning as to fee the Finger of
God in the Rebellion, and they became Sureties every
where for Providence, that it would go through with the
‘Work which tbey had begun. But Providence had defer-
ted them and has never returned fince.

And thus Providence refufes to aid, though fo often
cammanded, the Intereft of Perjury and Rebellion, though
they are both fo evidently for the Good of.the Church.

1 do not know whether they may not, in their private
Junto’s and Cabals, have come to a Refolution, that Pro-
vidence is a Schifmatick ; and the more, becaufe itis plain
that both Providence, and the Author of Providence, are-
irreclaimable Diflenters from the Principles and Pratifes-
of High-church. They feem to be fo fenfible of this,
that they have long fince difplaced the  Almighty, as
much as in them lies, from any Power or Concernment
in this World, or the other, having dubbed themfelves.
Gods and Forgivers; and exercifing with Authority all
the great Offices of Omnipotence,

The Bithop of Bazgor t0o, isthe Occafion of no fmall
Terror to the Church, and in Confederacy with her mor-
tal Foes, marching, as he does, at the Head of Truth,
Reafon, Scripture and Sincerity, and the like fanatical
Fellows, who have the Herefy and Impudence to efpoufe
an Intereft diametrically oppofite to that of the Convo-
cation.

This ill advifed Bifhop is {o romantick and froward, as
to think, that the Clergy ought to depart from feveral
Points, which, though they are bloody Antagonilts to
the Spirit of the Gotpel, yet do evidently tend to the
Glory ofthe Church.  His Lordfhip ridicvloufly believes
that when a Man is a good Mar, though iz this Parti-
cular he differs widely from the Parfons, yet God will
have Mercy upon him. But, to filence this perverfe
Writer for ever, let him know that #2¢/e Clergy have en-
deavoured to pluck God’s own Keys out of his
Hands, and to hinder him from fhewirg Mercy, or open-
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ing Paradife, if he would. They like Sine Cures fo well
that they have a Mind to make the Almighty’s Govern-
ment a Sine Cure too.. Are not fuch Priefis brave Fellows
who would make their Maker a Minor, and themfelves
his Dire&ors and Guardians? When his Lordfhip is in-
formed of this, I hope he will drop the Controverfy.

The Bifhop is alfo grievouily deceived in another In~
ftance; He is of Opinion that the Clergy ought to be
the Propagators and Defenders of Liberty and the Gof-
pel.  See here the Ignorance of a Father of the Church!
He does not know that Chriftianity may be at the laft
Gafp, and yet the Church in a moft flourifhing Condition.
" 1 could mention many more Miftakes of the Bithop’s;
and particulariy he is fo ill a Churchman, as to think
there is fome Force in Oaths, and that they who take
them fhould not altogether break them. But as his
Lordthip is out-voted, upon this Article, by a vaft Ma-
jority of moft Orthodox Teachers, I take it he deferves
no other Confutation : Befides, this is a fort of Reafon-
ing which heis ufed to.

There is no doubt a very good Reafon to be given,
why thefe Reverend Examples of Truth and Piety play
with Oaths, and call upon the tremendous Name of God
to aLie. They themfelves fay it is for Bread, though
fome others think it is for Drink. However that be, it
is plain Perjury is but a fmall Faule, if any. Now fup-
pofe His Majeity, taught by the Church, fhould break his
Qath, and {eize its Pofleflions, I know the Parfons are fo
reafonable a Sort of People, that they would never up-
braid His Majefty for walking in their Steps, and being
forfivorn. But I doubt his Majefty is fo much ofa King,
and a Chriftian, that he will never be brought to follow
his Clergy in this Path.

Before I have done with this Head, I muft give the
Parfonc one Caution. I beg them for the T'imeto come,
never to upbraid any Body with the Praétice of Occafion-
al Conformity ; fince probably fome bitter Prefbyterian,
who does not honour the Cloth, may give them to under-
ftand, rhat it is almoff as innocent totake the Church-Sa-
eramen? for a Place, asit isto be forfworn for a Living.

The Happinefs of Mankind is moreover a great and
powerful Antagonift to the Church.

‘ Here
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Here in England we enjoy fuch a fhameful Share of
‘Wealth and' Liberty, that it 1s no Wonder at all-our.Cler-
gy are perpetuaily grumbling. If we were but {o.rea-
{fonable and orthodox as to part with all our Subftance.
and Privilegeszo them, it is almoft probable, that thefe our.
good Guides to Mifery and Salvation, would grow con-
tent and eafy, which it is impoffible for Men of their
Spirit and Pretenfions to be ;. {o.long as we are fo faucy
and heterodox as to. be rich and. free.

In the Territories of the Church abroad,. the Priefts.
enjoy the great good Fortune of having never a happy
Layman under their Dominion; and.having befide; the
Power of Fire and Sword,. there is not a fingle Schif-
matick, nor the Appearance of Herefy and Knowled. e
amongft them ; but Church Affairs go on in a bleffed.
Courfe of Lyranny, Sodomy, and Stupidity, without
Rub. or Difturbance. Can any one wonder that our zea-
lous Clergy are tempted to an Imitation of. fuch a pious
Pattern of genuine Chusch Poaver and Plenty, where the
Bible is locked up, and the Laity ftarve?

The Nature of our Government and Conftitution,.
brings alfo no /mall Danger to the Church,

In this Country the Orthodox Clergy cannot excommu--
nicate and damn a Man, but prefently the Hezerodox Laaw.
grants him a Replevin. Befides, we have feveral other
Bars to the Felicity of the Church; We have a Parliament,.
and we have Trade, and, which is worfe than all, the
Convocation cannot do what they pleafe, ard the King
will not part with his Prerogative to prorogue them. So
that the Law on one Side, and the Prerogative on the
other, grind the poor Church betaveen the upper and the ne-
ther Millflone, as Mr. Leflie emphatically complains.

There is one Inftance particuiarly, in which the Pre-
rogative bears hard upon the Church. The Parfons, you
mult know, to prove themfelves a well-born People, go
for their Parentage feventeen hundred Years backwards,
and facher themfelves upon the Apefilcs.  Now not being
able to prove this, either by Record, or Refemblance, they
have given Occafion to {ome prophane Folks to alledge,
that the Priets muft needs be Baftards, éccauje their Pa-
rents utterly difown them, and they are kept by the Parifb,
But they, on the other hand, {corning to part with their

’ Apaflolick
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Apoftolick Birth, have forged out a vaft Chain, long e-
nough to hold ten Millions of Foxes, and this they call
the Chain of Sucecffion ; one End of which is tied to the
Apofiles, and the other to themfelves ; and it reaches from
Ferufalem to Lambeth, taking Rome in its Way. This is
an important, and even miraculons Chain ; for, though
it has frequently been broke, and there are Gaps in it
feventy Years long, yet it has never been once interrupted
to this Day. It is like Milton’s Bridge, built by Sin and
Death, over the Chaos, wonderful and invifible. Itis
pity this Cable-rope of Succeflion fhould lie thus incog.
when in the Opinion of High-Church, the whole Hierar-
chy bangs by it. It istherefore no wonder they maintain
it with-moft Apofolick Wrath and Obflinacy.

But even here now, in the momentous Point of Suc-
ceffion, the Prerogative breaks in upon the Caflock, and
the King, who is but a Layman, creates Bifhops, and, by
this At of his, does, as it were, beget Sons and Heirs to
the Apoftles. Thisisa fad Encroachment upon the Pri-
vileges of the Parfons, who have doubtlefs a Diwvine Right:
to breed each other. 1 know they pretend they flill choofe
their Bifhops, and, on that Occafion moek God with
Prayers, as if they really did: Thus an Apothecary’s
Boy,. or anold Woman, by order of the Dettor, admini-
fters a Clyfter; and, if a Cure enfues,. the Boy or the old
Waoman was the Phyfician, :

7T here are many other Faults in our Laws, in Relation.
to the Church, of which the Pricflhood have juft Reafon
to.complain. Smithfield is turned into a meer Marker, -
where Bullocks are butchered inftead of Hereticks, and
th: Clergy are never again like to be complimented with
a Burnt Offering from thence; and a Diflenter may now
be fo faucy as to worfhip God, and the Parfon cannot pu-
nith him for it; and the Laity are fuffered to believe,
that the revealed Will of God is not hid; and there is a
dangerous Opinion prevailing among us, that the Almigh-
ty acill not tumble us into Hell, for Sinccrity and Well-
meaning.  And, to add no more, the Clergy have not the
Government of all Things.

The next Thing I fhall mention, which has admini-
ftered great Grief and Danger to the Church, is the High
Duty upen French Wine and Brandy, This Grievance is

fufficient
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{ufficient to make a'l the genuine Parfons in England Male=-
contents. For, though they drink Malt Liquor in great
Quantities, and though rhaz be of a windy Nature, and:
is a great Help to Zeal, yeta Dram is the Life of Ortho-
doxy, and Claret is clear W7t to ufe their own waggifh
Stile. I know a Parfon who drinks nothing but Small-
beer, and he isa Whig, as ene may eafily imagine, and
unlefs he change his Liquor in order to change his Prin-
ciples, heis like to continue a Whig till. Doomiday. So-
much does the Church lofeby a feber Sor.

Another Caufe from which the genuine Churchmen are:
in great Danger, is a Reformation of Manners, which
would ftrip them of many pretty Liberties, and force up-
on them the Bitternefs of Morality, which' is too ftrong:
Meat for thefe Babes. As Orthodoxy and Leavdnefs are
often the lovingeft Neighbours in the Werld, it muft
needs go to their Heart to be parted.

In Popith Countries, for Example, where the Clergy
often fall into fuch Carnal Crimes and Copulations, as our
Spotlefs Society of Saints here at home do abhor; Would
it not be a heavy Judgment upon a piows Prieff to be
ftripp’d at once of his #kore and his Altar? And then,
Would not an Embarge on 7Toping, in the fame Coun-
tries, have an Afpe&t every Bit as terrible towards the
Church ? For, there are, beyond Sea, fuch Monflers as
drunken Priefis; though my Countrymen, who never fee
fuch Sights here in England, may imagine Italk wildly.
And now for an honeft tippling Prizff, who would as
freely fuffer Death as Thirft, to be thus reformed out
of his Bottle, and divorced from his croney Barrel,
would be dowwnright Perfecution, and wwound the Church
through his Sides.

A Reformation is likewife {o tyrannical and. hard-
hearted, as to oblige the Clergy to live as if there was
really fomething in Religion, befide Farce and Tithes;
and it expes too that thefe fpiritual Militia, fhould be,
at leaft, now #nd then upon Duty, and not live idle a-
bove fix Days in feven, and upon the {eventh, not above
nineteen Hours in four and twenty.

Befides, a Reformation would be for reviving the Fores
of Scripture Laws, which bear wondrous hard upon the
Clergy. I remember particularly, the third Chapter to

Timothy
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Fimothy lays fuch intolerable Injunétions and Reftraints
upon them, as mult needs be as far from the Liking of
the genuine Parfons, as I am fure they are from their
Pratice ; for the aforefaid Chapter expeéts they fhould
be no Brawlers, nor Strikers, nor greedy of filthy Lucre,
nor given to Wine 5 nor lifted up avith Pride ; but, on the
contrary, that they fhould be blamelefs, wigilant, fober, of
good Bebawiour, and apt to teach; and 1 know not how
many more Impoffibilities.

A Gentleman in this City, whofe Heart is fet upon z
Reformation of Manners, gave me not long ago, the
Perufal of his Creed, out of which I drew the following
dangerous Pofitions, and now I publith them, that the
genuin e Clergy may guard againft them.

1. He believes that a Man may be faved by adhering
10 naked Truth and plain Religion.

2. That it is not damnable, not to believe what we can-
not believe.

3. That Chriftianity is as good a Man as Orthodexy,
Javing the Judgment of the Clergy. .

4. That it is poflible for a Paftor to have Grace in his
Heart, though he has ne’er a Rofe jn his Hat, and that
he may tell 1'ruth, and infiru@ the People, though he
be not wrapped up in twenty Ells of Holiland.

5. That an innocent Infant may be faved, without a
Parfon’s dropping Water upon its Face.

6. That a well difpofed Perfon may eat Bread, and
drink Wine, in Remembrance of cur Saviour’s Death,
without the Prieft’s Form of Words, which yet do no¢
change the Elements, which yet are a proper Sacrifice,
which yetis not Fle/b and Blood.

7. That God may poffibly pardon a repenting Sinner,
though the Par/on do not abfolutely giwe bis Confent, and
order him fo to do. ,

8. That a Man may venture to underftand 'the urder-
ftandable Parts of Scripture.

9. That there isfucha Thing as a fcrupulous Con{ci-
ence; With Submiffion to the Parfons.

10. That a Man may keep his Oath to King Grorge,
and yet not be damned for it ; again faving the Opinion
and Praltice of High: Church.

11, That
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r1. That the Clergy as well as others, would- be bet-
ter, if they had fewer Faults.

rz. That Diflenters are our Fellow-Creatures.

13. That Religion is a Rational Thing.

My Acquaintance (above:mentioned) holds all thefe
and more fuch heretical Notions, which, were they
tolerated, would bring no fmall Danger to the Church..
But I hope, her gemuine Sons will continue their Zeal,
and defend her againft them all.

Among many other Caufes which I could affign for-
the Danger of the Church, I fhall mention but two ;.
and thefe are two Hoy Days, the 30th of January, and
the 29¢h of May ; a Couple of Days that fend many a
pious Prieft to meet his Fate. 'Then it is that our Ortho-
dox Parfons exerts their Wrath and Eloquence with huge
Might and Succefs. They demolith the Whigs, and.
then kill themfelves with Joy and Drinking. Cups and’
Caroufals, fucceed to Zeal and Scolding, ard many an-
able-bodied Levite facrifices his Sobriety and his Taber-
nacle, to the Health and Confufion of the Church and-
Low-Church-Men. They fend Diffenters to the Devil,.
but go firflt themfelves, to tell.him they are coming.

‘Thus half the genuine Clergy lay Hands upon them.
felves, and pour their own Deaths down their Throats.
Some of them depart fpiced with right Nantz, others
fows’d in O&ober, fome pickled in Florence, and many
fteep’d in Oxford-Ale.  Abthefe drunken Holydays ! (fays
my witty Friend, Dr. Byfield) no Body gets by them but
Lucifér and the Excifemen. They bave turned the avkole
Year intoan idlé Fibilee, and the Common-Prcyer Book in-
to an Almanack. 1 hate their fuperftitious Trumpery——
It is only the Whore of Babylon in an Englith Vizor,
and the Pope in a Periavig. Fremember the Timay avhen ave.
neither minded Surplices nor Saints Dayss and then!
Drunkennefs avas fent to. the Stocks, and Whoring to the
Houje of Correction. But now ! the Pritjts are gone a-
Jtray; and the People follow them.

I amacquainted with a Roficrucian in this Town, wha
holds a Correfpondence with the other #orld, and in it
with Hugh Petersparticularly, from whom he lately re-
ceived the following Epiftle, a Copy of which. he gave
me. As it is the ncwe/t and beft dpology that-ever wzs

made-
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‘giade for Drunkennefs, I chearfully publift it, for the
peculiar Service of my Ecclefiaftical Clients,

To the truly illuminate, and fublimate by the Symphony

of the Spirit of Effince, bright above Brightnefs, and

lofjom of invifible Knowledge, Jacob Fitz. Behmen, fiwving

in the World ; Hugh Peters, a wifionary Eledt, awifheth
Perpetuity of Permanence, : .

PR

22

~
-~

»
ES

-
-

¢ You tell me that your Friend, the Do&or, drinksand
decays apace, and that we Ghofts may foon expeét
his Company, he being already almoft one of 5. 1 am
glad of the News, and fhall be pleafed to fee him. But I
cannol with you condemn him for fwallowing fo much
Brandy and Wine: On the contrary, Iapplaud him,
for his artful Seafoning of himfelf, with hot Li-
quors for his Removal into this avarm Climate,
where, let me tell you, 'tis Dog-days all the Year.

¢ It was for want of this extreme Unétion, that Fulius
Ce/ar (the fobereft Tyrant and Whoremafter in the
World) was plagued with the 4y Griges half a Century
after his Arrival on this fide the Grave. Alexander
the Great, by Report, was wifer, for ’tis a Tradition
here, that his Ghoft came recking from a drunken
Feaft, like a Butterfly preferved in Spirit of Wine.-
¢ Many great Men, and Fudgesof the Earth, have tried
the fame Expedient with comfortable Succefs : But a-
bove all other Species of Mortals the Reverend the
Clergy, my Brother-Trade, who underfland their In-
tereft in the upper World, the beft of all other Charac-
ters of Crafts what{oever, are not wanting in Forefight
and Sagacity to fortify themfelves with hot Liquors
and bot Sermons, againft the Influence of this hot Re-
gion. You know while they are in yonr #orld, they
are great Monopolizers of Fire and Brimftone and
when they come hither we do not grudge them #heir
own Commodity.

¢ Itis from this Tribe of Men chiefly we have an Ac-
count of what is doingon the funny Side of the Globe;
for, being all profe/i’d Politicians and Newfmongers,
we find them the beft [ntclligencers imaginable. Be-
fides, they are conflantly comuing, and by that Means,

¢ we never want Advices, Sothat whenever we fpya

black
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%¢ black Ghojt ftalking towards the Ferry, we all cry out,
¢¢ with one Mouth, a Mail from Mankind!

" ¢ At all Seafons of the Year we have them pretty thick;
¢ but it is incredible what Glats of them arrive a few
¢¢ Days after the 30th of January, and the zg¢h of May.
% And theReafon is obvious ; for :

Here Friend Hugh falls into the fame Obfervations
which I havealready made, and fhews, beyond Contra-
di&ion, how his Brother-Trade, as he calls them, kill
themfelves with Preaching and Debauchery, at thefe

" ‘High-Church Tides. Nothing fo quickly deftroys the
Conftitution, andthe Underflanding, as Brandy, and To-
bacco, and Zeal. .

I have now, I may modeftly boafi, fully proved the
Danger of the Church; and, by afligning the true Caufes
of that Danger, I am the only Advocate fhe has, whoe
have not Jyed upon this Occafion, feeing all the numerous
Aflertors of her boly Peril, who went before me, do,
in the Account they give thereof fb mof outragioufly ;
though I, who am not of ¢bvir Order, dareby no Means
fay fo. Thefe MenTay all the Blame of this Matter upon
Infidels and profane Perfons 3 but I can never join with
them in fuch an unreafonable Charge; for I cannot
think itat all likely that #be Clergy would wilfully smur-
der their own Mother, and fo be guilty of Manflaugh-
ser.

My next Tafkis to prove, that the Church ought to be
in Danger, and this I fhall do by fhewing, that jbe
guts by it

Pity isa potent Paffion, and whoever has the Art of
gaining it, {eldom fails to draw our Affe&tions along with
it. Now the Church having zo other Way ofbeing beloved
but to be pitied, the muft, in Order to that, appear ex-
ceeding miferable and woful.

Mifery is often the greate/t, and fometimes, the only
Merit, whichattends Perfons and Things . For Proof -
of this, Inever faw 2 Rogue going te be hanged, though
ever fo avicked and ugly, but he was firlt pitied, and
then praifed ; efpecially by the Women, who have a
Jirange Biafs to aveeping and being deceived. :

Hence
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"Hemce it proceeded that when the Dotor and his
High-Church were both thought in ahopeful Way to the
«Gallows, our Orthodox Compaflion got the better of our
-Heretical Reafon, and the Champion merited our Mercy
.meerly by meriting a Halter.

The Church, therefore, if the would be fafe, muft be
.always in Danger ; while fhe is fo, our Concern for the
old Woman in Diftrefs, will throw Duft in the Eyes of
-our Underftanding, and éffe€tually prevent a Difcovery of
ker Nakeduefs and Wrinkles. ’ ‘

And now to conclude, what remains but that the Dan-
,ger of the Church, which isgrown {o neceffary to her well

being, be eftablithed by a Canon, and made the ¢hirry
wenth Article of ber Faith, to be believed oz Pain of Dam-
nation 2 In the mean while, let me aflume to myfelf the
juft Glory of having ftarted the Defign of fuch an Article,
‘by fhewing its Reafonablenefs.

Laftly, /oving Reader, let me acquaint thee in a few
‘Words, with my own Ufefulnefs and Importance, which
anakes me, indeed,-a little proud, but zor a Bit wain.

And in the firft Place, I have written a matchlefs De-
fence of Pricficraft, a Tafk never attempted before. And
yet the Mafiers and Guardians of that noble Science, have
;proved but unthankful Clients, and even railed at me, theér
Apalogifi, moft unmercifully, and indeed wrzanfwerably.
But I have always obferved, that Orthodoxy has admirable
Talents for felling of Oyflers. 1am, in particular, beholden
'to a great Dofor, famous for Paunch and Principles, who
preached a whole Sermon againft me, in which he foamed
and reviled, beyond a Poffibility of Reply. Lord love
him, i peffible, it is the only Way .of Reafoning he
knows.

I have likewife been moft chriftianly curfed in many o-
ther Pulpits, with the fame Force of ‘Bitternefs and Lungs.
Blefs me, that my loving priefily Friends will not be taughte
more Wit ! I had been rallying a Sort of Men who are
very fad Fellows, and thameful Enemies to Confcience,
Truth, and their Country; and prefently up ftart the Lord’s
Ambafladers, and cry, awe are the Men, damn the Author.
At fuch odds are they with common Senfe, and the Mercy
of God ? :

Secondly
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Secondly, I have convinced feveral Laymen, that there
és anotber God befides the Clergy, though they had lived
long in Ignorance as to that Point. And I have Advice
from divers Counties in England, that when the Parfons
cock their Beavers, and gives themfelves Airs, the Coun-
try Folks cut them down with aZext out of Par/on Alberoni,
When a Vicar in Kent the other Day, fent his Clerk to a
fenfible Clown in the Parifh, to demand his Eafler-Dues
on Pain of Excommunication. What, fays Ralph to Stern-
boldy, I avarrant ye, you come Ambaffador now from the
Lord's Receiver General, don’t you? And the chief Inhabi-
tants of a Parith in Surry, have fent a Letter to their Doc-
ter here in Town, begging him, if* bis Belly be not too full,
to come down and preach among them, and not to aftront
‘them any longer with his Fourney-man.

Thirdly, I have couferred Reputation upon fixand fifty
Authors, every one of whom was gracioufly pleafed to
write 7y Book after it was in Print, and they are heartily
welcome.  All their orber Works, when once they got
into the Corner of a Bookfeller’s Shop grew rickety for
qwant of handling, and {o could never travel over the
Counter, till a Grocer’s Prentice carried away the delple/s
Creatures in a charitable Wheel-barroav.  Seven of thefe
worthy Gentlemen, and one of thema grave Counfellor
in the Temple, confefled to me that they were the Authors
of the Apology, but modeltly begged me not to difcover
them. I muit however thank thke bountiful Mr. P—
H——, for his uncommon Goodnefs in adopting my
poor fatherlefs Child, as{oon as it was brought torth inlo
the public. I fear it is more than ever I fhall be able to
do for one of Fis.

I am told that one of thefe Fathers of my Pamphlet,
threatens to break Squares with the Court, becaufe they
have not yet rewarded him with a thoufand Pounds a Year.
But, Idoubt, this ingenious Pelferer of my Parts and Per-
Jaormance, is too hafty, Why, ewen [, who have written
full four Half Sheets, for the Good of my f{eIf and my
Couatry,am not yet Lord High Admiral,nor have {o much
as the Proffer of a Blue Garter : which fo difcontents
me, that I will write no more thefe three Days; but then
I will fet about my Apology for great Men, in which I will

prove
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prove them to be the civilleft Creatures breathing to
their own pablick Perfons. Reader, ddieu, for a Fortnight.
P.S. Iacknowledge the former Part of this Book has
been laid at the Door of a Gentleman or two, avhofe Names
do me Honour. 1 wifb they may be as awell pleafed on this

Occafion as 1 am.
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A Dedication toa Great Man, concerning
Dedications: Difcovering among f} other
wonderful Secrets, what will be the pre-

Jent Pofture of Affairs a Thoufand Years
bence. By T. Gordon, Efg;

PREFACE.

Paffage or tavoin this little Effay hawing been liable
to Exceptions, avithout my forefecing it, Iam wery
ready to explain them. By the Jewifh Pretender is meant
Abfolom ; aud awhat is faid about the Bible, is fo far
from any Satire on that Sacred Book, that it is manife/ily
and only, one upon them wwho make but little or no Ufe of it.
As to the Charalers and Infcriptions at the End, I fiill
them fo Juft, that I am not like to repent of them ; awhich
may ferve to fbeaw me as much a Friend to awvell-grounded
Panegyrick, as ever fball be a Foe to all falfe Colouring,
There is no fuch Thing as Praife and Blame, where they are
not applied s and as I take upan meto expofe the one, I think
1 need afk no Pardon for attempting to praciice the other.

My Lord,

O U R Lordfhip and I arenotat all acquainted, I
therefore take Leave to be very familiar with ; ou,

and to defire you to be my Patron, becaufe yo: do not
know me nor I you: Nor can this Manner of Addrefs
feem ftrange to your Lordfhip, whillt it is warranted by
Vor. L. H fuch
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fuch numerous Precedents. I have known an Author
praile an Earlfor twenty Pages together, though he knew
nothing of him, but that he had Money to fpare. He
made him Wife, Jutt and Religious, for no Reafon in
the World, but in Hopes to find him Charitable; and
gave him a moft bountiful Heart, becaufe he himf{elf had
a moft empty Stomach. This Practice being general, it
is a very ealy Matter to guefs, by the Size of the Pane-
gyrick, how wealthy the Patron may be, or how hungry
the Author; if it exceeds three Pages, you may pawnall
the Blood in your Body upon it, the Writer has fafted thrce
Days ; and that his Lordihip, among all his other good
Parts, bhas at leaft ten thoufand Pounds a Year.

From all this we may learn, that a Great Man’s For-
tune is as eafily known from a Dedication to him, as from
the Rent-Roll of his Eftate ; and that his Bounty to the
Aathor, is only Wages for publifhing his Wealth to the
World.

It is likewife evident, that no Lord of a low Fortune
muft expe&t an humble Admirer amongft us Wits and
Writers, unlefs he bargain with us at a fet Price, and give
us fo much a piece for every good Quality he has Occafion
for.

We muft not therefore judge of the High and Mighty as
they are defcribed inthe Frontifpiece of Books and Poems.
Your Dedicator s ave a Sortof Intelleual Taylors, that cut
out Cloaths fora Great M:n’s Mind, without ever taking
Meafure of it. They have indeel two Rules from which
they never depart: Furlt, The Drefs muftbe Gaudy ; and
Secondly, It muft never fiz.  Their Bufinefs is to make
it of avaft Dimenfion, and to cover it all over with T/n.
Jel. If the Suit be bulky and thining, the Poet has the
Reputation of a fkilful Tradifman, for the Stuf and the
Exaftnefs are never confulted.

I would upon this Occafion, congratulate the Quality
upon tiie Advantage which it is to them, to have their
Chara€lers drawn by fuch as either do not, or da.e not,
know them; ana confequently will be {ure not to put
their Grac.s, and Lordftips,and Ladyfhips, out of Ceun-
tenance — A convenient Piece of good Breeding! for
which, I hope, they are thankful. .

or
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For myfelf, when I fee a long Drift of Excellencies and
Talents crammed down a Nobleman’s Throat, who has
no Relifh of them or Right to them, I am not at all {ur-
prized, becaufe I am fure it is not meant as an Encomium
upen his Honour, but merely as a Declaration of the
Author’s Wants, and a heavy Complaint of Nakednefs
and Hunger.

Some may reckon a Dependance on a Great Man the
beft Reafon and Foundation for dedicating tohim ; but I
am not of their Opinion. For my Part, I have no Man-
ner of Dependance on any Star and Garter in Great-
Britain, asany one may obferve from the Cheerfulnefs
of my Looks, and the Integrity of my Life. 1 own,
that fetting up for a Writer, I judged it convenient to
me, and my Bock, to call in your Lordthip for an Af-
fiftant, but no farther than juft to fet off and honour my
Title-Page. Iat firlt, indeed, intended to let the whole
Credit of the Thing remain with you, by eutitling my
Pamphlet, 4n Eflay of a Man of Quality: But my
Bookfeller who is afmoaky Fellow, and underftands the
Pulfe of the People perfeitly well, fell into a great Rage,
and afked me for the five Shillings again, which he had
advanced to me, by Way of Encouragement, a Week
before. He told me, he had neither Pleafure nor Psofic in
felling waffe Paper to the Grocers at two Pence a Pound.
Why, fays he, the famous Dafy might as rationally have
writ dqua Fortis upon his Elixir: 4z Efay of a Ban of
Quality, If I wereto chain the Book to my Counter, 1t
would not make it a more everlafting Shop-keeper than
thisvery Title: It is asbad as a Spell; and the moft ad.
venturous Reader will not prefume to-open the Book that
1s fortified with it. No, no; if you muft have the
Front of your Book embellifhed with fomething of 71/,
you may callit, 4 Letter to a great Man : Since you do
not name him, People will naturally imagine there is
fomething in it exceeding faucy and fatirical ; and that
very Thought will make your Pamphlet popular.————0.
I have followed his Advice, and am t'other five Shillings
the richer for it.

But, as I was telling your Lordfhip, Reliance on a
great Manis nota good Reafon for dedicating to him ; for
either he will receive the Prefent of your Praife as a juit

2z Tribute
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Tribute for fuch your Dependance; (and then where is
your Pay, and the due Hive of your Sweat and Invention?)
or elfe he will reward you witha Sort of Coin, called
Promifcs, ftamped with his Honour, but never current
amongft Shop-keepers and Victuallers. Alas! Who will
giveyou an Ell of Cloth, or a Cut of Beef upon it? It
1s a lamentable Thing the World fhould be arrived to fuch
a Pitch of ill Breeding, that now a Daysa great Man’s
Word and Honour are as little minded by the reft of the
World as by himfelf.

And fo I will proceed to affert, That the only proper
Patron for an Author to infcribe his Works to, 1s one to
whom he is an utter Stranger, who having had no Man-
ner of Commerce with the aforefaid Author, can under-
ftand his Dedication to be nothing elfe but an elegant
Demand for fuch a Sum of Ready %/loney. Dedications
are therefore Bills of Exchange, draws by the Witty upon
the Great, and payable at Sight. But, left the worthy
Offering fhould not be underftood, or recompenfed as it
ought to be, through the deplorable Ignorance of the
Quality, whofe high CharaQters place them far above the
Reach of Knowledge and the Impulfes of Humanity, I
have for the Benefit of my worthy Companions in the
Labours of-the Standifh, drawn up the following Form,
with which I would have all Dedications to conclude.

The Right Honourable Dives Earl of Widefield, Debtor to
Paul Poorwit, for the followving Goods fold and delivered.
. .5 d
Imprimis, For alarge Stock of Learningve-

ry much wanted - - - -- - - - - - .-- 0Z 10 00
Iztem, For a Barrel of rare Eloquence, admir’d

by all the World, butnever yet ufed - - 05 co oo
Item, For as much Juftice and Honour as a

Great Man has occafion for - - - - - - - co o1 o1t
Item, Por a Hogthead of Courage that never
fawthe Sun - - - -+ - - = - - - - - - 10 00 00

Item, For half a Pound of Wit and Humour,
being all T had to fpare, but very goodin

theiy Kind, and Dog-cheap - - - - - - - o1 00 00
Item, For feveral Thimble-fullsof Generofi-
ty, a fcarce Commodity - - - - - - --0002 05

Item
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Itsm, For a long Line of Lineage, and great

Quantities of ancient Blood, neither of

them meafured, but only gueft at - - - - o5 0o oo
Item, For praiting your Anceftors, unknown o1 10 oo
Item, For admiring your Lady’s Beauty, un-

fight, unfeen - - - - - - - - - - .. - - 00 10 00
Item, For a graceful Perfon, all of my own
making - - - - - -2 oo oo 0z 10 00

—

Sum Total 28 o3 ob6%
My Lord,
Have fent you the above mentioned Goods, being the
beft my Garret affords, and at the Joweft Price. I
hope they will pleafe you. You willfindin the Cargo fe-
veral Things which I have not Itemed; wiz. A large
Parcel of Virtue, and another of good Nature; becaufe
I knew you wanted them as much as zny of the reft.
Thefe too Articles will raife the Whole to, at leaft, even
Thirty Pounds ; and I have drawn a Bill upon your Lord-
thip accordingly, which I beg your Lordfhip to pay at
Sight; for, I affure you, I have had prefiag Occafion
for the Money long before it was due. I might have
found Chapmen for thefe Goods among very many of the
Nobility and Gentry,as unprovided with them as yourfelf ;
but out of pure Refpect to your Lordthip, Irefolved you
fhould have the Refufal. —In firm Expeftation of your
approaching Bounty, Iam
' My Lowrp,”
Your Lordfbips moft Obliged,
Bloft Dewoted,
Moft obedient,
Mofp, &c.

In this- plain Manner would I have Authors treat
their Patrons. The faid Thirty Pounds may probabl
be all the Poet’s Stock;and Wits, dealing the lealt upo
Credit, either in Selling or Buying, of any Tradiny Peo®
ple in the World, have the more Occafion for Ready”
Money.

Your Lordfhip may by this perceive, how I expet to
be treated and rewarded for the following Panegyrick on.

yourfelf,
Hj In
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In attempting your Charaéter, (to ule the fathionable |
Phrafe) I fhall begin with the Antiquity of your Houfe,
equally Old and 1lluftrious. Your Anceftors, won Hon-
ours, and you, my Lord, wear them ; how well they
become you, I need not fay, the fame being as evident
to the whole World as to me. You would, no Doubt,
acquire new Ones, were thereany Room left for them ;
but what Occafion have you to toil and ftruggle for that
which is already provided for you by others? And it is
2 plain Inftance of your confummate Prudence, that your
Eafe is by no Means interrupted by any the leaft Puyfuit
of this Kind. If any dare infolently call in Queftion
your Glory, fhew them your Coat of Arms, and the
Number of your Manours ; ftrike them Dumb, ) by
telling them of the Nobility of your Blood, and Blind,
by fhewing them the Splendor of your Race.

Nobility is held by Patent, and where is the Weceflity
of another Tenor by Virtue? A Piece of Parchment is
a much more portable Inftrument.  Your Lordfhip feems,
apprized of the Difficulty of excelling in any Thing,
and therefore wifely forbears drudging for Fame. Your
Anceftors excelled for you: They, by having many Ac-
complifhments, have faved you the Trouble of having
any. The Luftre of their Names fhines ftill upon you,
tho’ exceedingly weakened by the Length of the Journey,
having {pent many of its Rays in its Paffage thro’ three
or four Generations, who wanted its Influence as much
as yourfelf. Thus, if we trace the Merit of a great
Family, it is like the Courfe of a River inverted, larg-
eit towards the Fountain.

Should any one make an ill-bred Comparifon (which
God forbid) betwixt your Lordfhip and the Founders of
your Houfe, youcould thew him, orI for you, that you

oflefs feveral Arts and Acquirements, which the old
fathioned Fellows, with all their Abilities and long Beards
were utter Strangers to. If one of your Forefathers was
a great Orator, and could do Wonders with hi- Mouth,
your Lordfhip is as dexterous in the Exercife of the Or-
gan next to it, and can take Snuff with great Volubility
of Noftril. What tho’ another of your Grand-fires was
an able Politician, a Perfon of great Cunning and Brains?
"I'he outfide of his Head wasnot half fo well infiructed
as
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as yourown: You have more Curls in the Covering of
yours, than he had Wiles in the Lining of his: His was
Equipp’d by painful Study, yours is Edifyed by your
painful Barber. A Third was a brave Soldier, but were
he put to handle your Cane or your Snuff-Box, he would
be at as greata Lofs, as you, my Lord, wou'd be to
handle his Truncheon. A Fourth fat up at Nights, and
lived by his Cients ; but your Lordfhip, more Happy
and lefs Learned, lies a Bed all Day, and lives by
your Tenants. All thefe laboured for your Grandear
and Support, forefeeing, as one would imagine, that
youwould have Need of their Aid. Ard it cannot be
deny’d, that it is poffible one may be fo great a Man as
to be good for Zirtle.  Wifdom and Worch, we fee, can-
not be entailed like Titles and Acres. It were, indeed,
to be withed, that a wife Head and an honeft Heart could
beget their Likenefs, and that famous Men could tranf-
mit their Parts with their Titles to their Pofterity ; but
fince that cannot be, their Defcendants muft comfort
themfelves with being a-kin to Merit, tho’ ever fo re-
motely.

Nothing is more frequent and natural, than to value
ourfelves upon that whichis none of ours. Of this I
have, in my Time, {een feveral merry Inftances. I knew
a Threther in /#7ilt/bire, who was fo elevated upon his
Brother’s being made a Parfon, and promoted to a Cu-
racy of Twenty Pounds a Year, that he threw away
his Flayl, as a Difcredit to one who was nearly related to
fo great a Man, and betook himfelf to poaching in the
River, as a more Gentleman-like Way of Life. It was
obferved of him, that ever afterwards he rowled his
Stockings, whereas he had before always humbly but-
toned his Breeches over them. It is {aid he threatens to -
leave the Village where he was born, becaufe the ill-
bred Inhabitants ftll continue to ftile him no higher
than bare Gaffer Thump, as they ufed to do notwith-
ftanding that his Brother is a Curate: But it is thought
this high-fpirited Perfon will be difappointed, for
that no Parifh will receive him without a Certificate. I
would, outof the Benignity of my Nature, comfortall
Great Men, who have noble Blood but vulgar Under-
Randings, with the Repartee of a Wt Country Black-

Hy {mith,
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{mith, who, ina Difpute with a Barber that called him
an ignorant Fellow, anfwered, with equal Scorn, That
2ho> ke could ncither vead nor awrite, bis Father bad been
Game keeper to the Lord of a Manour. 'The Barber who
was but the Son of a Barber, finding himfelf out-match’d
in Family, very refpedtfully gave up the Difpute to his
Betters,

It is fcarce to be perceived how diffufive and mulsi-
plying a little good Blood is : The Ircreafe of the Blefled
Virgin's Milk, by the Magick and Management of
Popifb Monks, is not more miraculous, How many
Thoufands find themfelves enriched by it, or rather im-
poverithed ! Fornothing is more apt to turn the Brain ;
and it is often got into the Head, when thereis not half
a Dropof itinthe Arteries.

We may obferve, by the Way, that we are ever neareft
related to the greateft Man of our Bleod, tho’ removed
feven Generations from him. If our Great-Grandfathers
faor Inftance, was a wife Man, and our Grandfather
and Father a Brace of Fools, we fkip the two laft, and
beeome, after a wonderful Manner, the immediate De-
fcendants of the firfl.  Thus a Man becomes the very
flext in Blood to, perhaps the firft of his Name, who
lived 300 Years ago, and {corns to be in the leaft a-kin
to the Perfon that begot him: You fhall not meet with a
Fewr who 1s the Son of his Father No, he’s the Son
of Abraham, who has been dead fo many thoufand
Years, and yet is fill forced to father a {warthy Race of
Brokers and B g——ocers. In the fame Manner has
King Cadwallader begot every Mother's Son that has
been born in#ales for five hundred Generations. I
know a Lady, who is far gone in Genealogy and Pride,
whole Father bad, with a great Title and Eftate, a
great Faculty likewife of Drivelling ; him fhe never
mentions, as being, I {uppofe, no ways related to him;
but a great Man of her Name, wholived in the Reign
of William Rufus, is her good and right well beloved
Kinfman He was, 1 take it, either her Uncle, or
at fartheft, her Coufin-German.

This picking and culling of our Anceftors, (as if itlay
at our Mercy, after we are brought into the World, who
fhould bring us thither) fhews great Ambition, but fmall

Policy
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Policy. For, certainly, we fhould be exceeding careful
not to mention ourfclves with fuch of our Anceitors with
whom we cannot ftand a Comparifon. A Dwarf may
ftrut upon the Shoulders of a Giant, but flill his Dwarf-
fhip is the more conf{picuous from the Company he keeps ;.
and many a Man climbs only to fhew his elevated Little-
nefs. This is all wrong They that would appear
tall, ought to converfe only with the thort, if they would
take a natural Method--of coming at the Scope of their
Ambition. I therefore approve the Prudence andPalicy
of our worfhipful Country Squires and Fox-hunters, who,
for the Sake of having daily Companions, at]eaft,
fomething, below themfelves in Speech and Underftand .
ing, fpend all ail their Time with dumb Creatures, and
live and die among Horfes and Dogs. An honeft Gen-
tleman, whofe fpeaking Organs would be of no Ufe to
him in the Senate or in Converfation, fhall be very elo-
quent in an Affembly of Hounds, and, wi.h great Force
and Fluency of Throat, out-do his Brother Orators in
their own Way. The Wifdom of Thefe Worthies, who
are edncated in the K~nnel, goes farther yet; for every
Man chufes for his ‘¥ ator that Beagle whole Voice he is
moft capable of imitating : Infomuch, that as foon as I
hear one of thofe Academicks begin his Excife, that is,
to open, Ican preflently pronounce whofe Pupil he has
been, whether bred under Doftor Foawler, or Dottor
Saveetlips. At prefent Do&or Ringawood is more famous
than all the reft for the Number of Scholars he has train’d
up ; I know feveral of them myfelf, and particularly a
hopeful young Gentleman, the eldeft Son of a Baronet,
who is a great Proficient in this Kind of Throat-Learning.
Itis believed, he is now fit to head the Pack him-
felf in the Abfence of his faid Mattes, the polite Dr.
Ringwood. When this ingenious young Heir difplays
kis Wind-Pipe, his Mother's Heart beats for Joy, and
the old Knight tells the Company with a Wink and a
Nod, Harry is Father's owan Son,——————=Now thuy far
allis well, when Ambition goes Hand in Hand with Ca-
pacity.  But Sir Fobz, not content with thele Excellen-
cies in him{elf and hisSon, will be ever and anon men-
tioning the Virtues and Tzlents of his Aunceltors, who
Hs were
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were indeed great Men: However, the Knight never
concludes without infinuating his own Praife, and that
of his Heir, by aflerting, That not one of his Forefa-
thers could compals a Bumper, or fill a Hunting-
Horn.

Having thus, my Lord, done Juftice to your Pedi-
gree, I fhall proceed next to the Confideration of your
Fortune.

The Founders of Families are generally provident e--
nough to {upport the Titles they leave behind them with
fuitable Eftates; which is a moft commendable Care :
For, alas! as the World runs, what is Blood without
Riches ? Money and Land are the very Touchftones of
Quality. Antiquity may be overlook’d, but Acres are.
wifible Honours. Nothing is more illultrious than a long
Rent-Roll ; without it the meft founding and f{plendid
Patent has no Power over the Hearts or Hats of an Af-
fembly. It is confefs’d, neither Family nor Riches make
the lcalt Alteration in the human Frame. An Earidom
can’t cure a ftinking Breath,nor take the Scall half an Inch
thinner; and a Great Man may be a Dwarf or a Scoun-
drel, with half a Million of Money, or half a County in
his Poflefion.  Alexander the Great had a wry Neck,
(perhaps with carrying the Globe upon his Back) of
which the Property of the World could not cure him,
But I am only talking of rcputed, and not real, Great-
nefs, and cannot but congratulate your Lordfhip upon
the r¢a/ Kindnefs which is dene yox, in particular, by
this Diftin&tion.

You, my Lord, have a double Right to Refpec, from
your Title, and from your Affluence. The latcer is in-
deed the lefs worthy ; and yet, fuch is the Bigottry of
the World to Wealth, . that were it not for hat, the for-
mer would hardly be regarded. Nay, to deal ingenu-
oufly with your Lordfhip, had I not known you to be
Rich, I fhouald, perhaps, never have known you to be
Noble; and then your Lordfhip and I fhould never have
been Patron and Client, nor Mankind been inftruéted in
your Charafter. I wonld not therefore for lefs than
thirty Pounds, that your Lordfhip fhould have wanted
this Opportunity of obliging Pofterity and myfelf. Go
on, my Lord, in the Paths of Honour, that is, in Xxe

It
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Art of getting; and continue to be deferving, that is,
to be Rich.

From your Lordfhip’s Wealth it is natural enough ta
make a Tranfition to your Lordfhip’s Wit ﬁnce, ac-
cording to the laudable Civility of the World, the Man
who has Sufficiency of Bags is fure to be endow’d with
Sufficiency of Brain. It is very obfervable, that theugh
Wit has feldom or never the Senfe to fall into the Road
of Gain, and therefore your witty Men are the foolifheft
Fellows in the World, that is to fay, the pooreft; yet
Riches, on the contrary, never fail to dubb a Fool a
wife Man; and a Dunce no fooner ceafes to be poor,
bat he is tranfimuted into a fhrewwd cunning Felloww. The
Reafon of this muft be, that the Wit of a poor Man, ly-
ing only in the Infide of his Head, is altogether invifi-
ble and unregarded; whereas the Wit and Parts of the
Wealthy being entirely without the Scull, and confilting
of Affets and Effets, arc honour’d becaufe they are ob-
vious. A Man, who has Wit in Cheftfulls, and a Geni-
us that confilts of feveral Manours, will never want the
Praifes which are due to fuch uncommon Talents. I
could mention many worthy Citizens who have vaft Ca-
paciics at Sea, and are wonderfully witty in Ware-
heufes, and molt ingenious in Bant Stock, befides o-
thers, whofe Abilities are as confpicuous in the Ex-
chequer.

I cannot but lament, on this Occafion, with a feeling
Concern, the mvmc1b1e Obftacles which hinder that un-
happy Wii, which is merely internal, from rifing into
Notice and Reputation. Alas! (aéﬁt invidia werbo)
there is no Wit at all in being hungry, and where 1s
the Jeft of having buat one Shirt? A Wig without Buc-
kle 1s but dull Entertainment, and a Threadbare Coat
has no Manner of Force upon the Mufcles. 1 can fpeak
it from Experience, there is no Joke in anempuy Pu”\.
I had therefore no Expedient left to procare me a litidle
Wit, buc the letting out my Parts to Hire, as I now do
to your Lordthip. Thirty Pounds, my iord, frugally ma-
nag’d, will make me a wife Man for three Months toge-
ther. Your Lordfhip, who hath Talents of a vatt Extent
for feveral Miles round you, and vaft Parts 5u . ath and
Bank Bills, has not only a fuflicient Bulk of Penetraticn

and
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and Wifdom to ferve you for Life, but will doubtlefs
tran{mit the fame fubitantial Accomplifhments undimi-
nifh’d to your Pofterity. My Lord Clarcndon tells us,
That Oliwer Cromeuc’s Abilities feem’d to raife in Pro-
portion to his Advancement in Power: And jour Lord-
thip's Wit and Senfe, thatare now fo bulky, and of fuch
mighty Circumference, would certainly have been invi-
fible to the Buzzard World, to this Hour, had not your
Fortune lifted them and you into Obfervation.

I do not fay all this to prove to your Lordfhip, that
your Lordfhip has a great deal of Wit; it is the laft
Thing you want to be convinc’d of.—But it is my Am-
bition to get myfelf a little Wit and Wifdom with your
Money ; and it is but reafonable I fhould do fomething
forit. I owe my Landlady for a Quarter’s Lodging,
and my Laundrefs for a Month’s Wathing ; they are the
two firtt whom I intend to {atisfy that I am a fenfible
Man : For I already find, by their fower Leooks, they be-
gin to queftion my Parts. My Shoemaker too, and feve-
ral other Tradefmen, want fadly to handle fome Proofs
and Inflances of my Wit and Genius. It would be bar-
barous in your Lordfhip to let me pafs any longer for a
Fool amongft thefe Fellows whom one cannot live with-
out. For a{mall Matter of that Sort of good Senfe,
which is call’d Money, I fhall find Admiration among
them, and, which is better, Credit and New Shoes. [
have often been witty, to the beft of my Skill, at the
Tavern over a Bottle of Wine; but the Blockhead the
Vintner is {o dull and covetous, that he can fee no Wit
about me, but what I tell out between my Finger and
mwy Thumb, a Fiece of Ingenuity which I am not al-
ways Mafter of. O the Degeneracy of the Age! Ben
Fobngon has frequently paid his Reckoning in a Couplet,
and liv’d comfortably and merrily a wholeWinter’s Night
upon a Punn.  Alas! I do not believe, in this Iron Age,.
a Canto of a hundred Staves would bring a Quart of
Sherry, or aPound of Salmon. Many a Wit would be
forc'd to pawn his Coat (if any Perfon would take it)
for a_Dinner, did not the charitable Book{eller advance
him Half a Crown on his new Poem, and by that Means.
pay him Half in Hand. ”



concerning Dedications. 181

If a certain eminent Merchant had not manifefted hi®
uncommon Underflanding in the uncommon Number o
his Ships, and his barmonious Difpofition (tuneful would
have done better) in the chiming of his Bags, the Blunt-
nefs of the incomparable Mr. Durfey’s Nature would ne-
ver have rais’d {o many plauditory Plants in the large
Ficld of the faid Merchant's Commendations : But that
venerable Lyrick knew too well the Eafinc/s of bis Pa-
tron's Humour, mot to expeét from it an Order upon his
Goldfmith, where the barmonious Knight keeps the opu-
lent Marks of his uncommon Underflanding.  How large
Tafte'he afforded Mr. Dusrfey of his Parts, I know not ;
what I am to expe€t from your’s, my Lord, I know,
and fo will your Lordfhip oo, when you have perus’d
this uncommon Dedication.

I have, by this Time, I hope, with fufficient Clear-
nefs, difplay’d to myReaders, that is, to the whole World,
the Quality and Extent of your Lordfhip’s Wit. If I
have but little to fay of your Eloquence, it is becaufe
you have hitherto fhewn but little. But this is owing
to nothing but Choice and Refervednefs, on your Part:
Your Modefty, my Lord, like a Pot-lead, {mothers the
Overflowings of your Spirit, and {upprefles the Ebulli-
tion of your Rhetorick. Itbecomes me to belicve you
could do Wonders this Way, if you would. Why will
you thus negleft and conceal your Abilities, and obfti-
nately perfift to be only a Hearer in the Senate ? Ido
not queftion, but even this Omiffion and feeming Indo-
lence is praife-worthy and publick-fpirited.  Your Lord-
thip, no doubt, confiders, thatthe very Lifteners in pub-
lic Affemblies are promoting the Trade of their Coun-
try, while they confume Snuff, and wear out Handker-
chiefs. Thus is the Intereft of Mankind advanc’d by
Idlenefs and Incapacity itfelf.

Befides, when 1 refle how much Tengue-Artillery
is daily wailed without doing the leaft Execution, I muft
applaud it as a Piece of Prudence and Humanrity in your
Lordthip, to avoid the fhedding of innocent ¥+ ords. How
many excellent Orators have we, who are inftrutive with-
out being uncerftood, fevere without being felt, and loud
without being hcard.  What Pity is this! Commend me
to thofe that fit ftill and take Snuff, becanfe they have

T nothing
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nothing elfe to fay. I have often lamented and figh'd
in my Clofet, that Mens Tongues fhould have more
Speed than their Underftandings. When our Spirits are
heavy and grave, it is but reafonable the Tongue fhould
be fhod with Lead. But alas! our Chops, when once
they are fet a going, generally fhew our Intellects a Pair
of Heels, and gallop away with fuch Fleetnefs, that
even the Memory itlelf 1s diftanc’d, as fwift as it
is.

Were the Tongue only to move by the Direftion of
good Senfe, how many worthy Exgli/ Gentlemen and fine
Ladies would live and die fecredly dumb ? This putting
of the Jaws upon hard {.abour without Profit, ard com-
mitting a Rape upon People’s Ears without the Confent
of their Hearts, is a notorious Nuifance and Breach of
the Peace. It is an Offence to others, and a Dilftemper
in ourfelves. This Difeafe I call the Upward Lovfone/s ;
and it is in feveral Refpefts as naufeous as that below ;
nay, it {fometimes equally affronts the Senfe of Smelling,
as when the Speaker’s Lungs are not over-orthodox, or
“Ao.

It is really a miferable Cafe, that, when a chattering
Booby finds himfelf loaded with a turbulent Quantity of
Words and Wind, which he has a Mind o difcharge, I
muft be oblig’d to ftand the Shot of his Noife and Na-
ftinefs for perhaps an Hour or two together. This, [am
{ure, is contrary to the Rules of Equity and Cleanlinefs ;
but it feems I am bound to it by the Laws of Courtefy
and good Breeding.

What I have here faid of Loquacity, concerns only
private Converfation: But when this Infult upon ~our
Senfes appears in publick Affemblies, it is yet more in-
tolerable. “Why muft prating Qafs (empty of every
Thing but Froth and Clamour) be for ever fuffer’d,
without Rebuke, to befpewing up their ill {cented Cru-
dities in the Faces of Men that are either Wife or
Brave? I would humbly propofe, for the Eafe of ibh’s
Chrifiian Ceuntry, that whenever an Orator of this Sort
begins to gape and ftrain, one of the Carmpany fhall go
up to him, and, taking hold of his Button, tell him, §ir,
Lam forry to Jee you troubled with fo wiolent a Vomiting :
Or, perhaps, it may be more proper, without fa{ﬂi/ngda

ord,
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Word, to run with a Chamber-pot, and hold it up to
his Chin.  For this Purpofe, I would decree, that every
Place of publick Meeting in this Ifland be provided with
one or more of thefe neceflary Veflels, either to receive
or reftrain the Overflowings of indigefted Oratory. If
one of thefe emetick Speakers cannot conveniently be
come at, it is only crying, To the Chamber-Pot ; and,
if he has Shame in him, he will grow well, and fit
down.

There is fomething exceeding infolent in thefe long-
winded Talkers. What Right has any Man living to
lay an Embargo upon my Throdt, when at the fame
Time he keeps his own open ? He that ufurps the
whcle Difcourfe, lays this modeft Injuhétion upon the
whole Company ; namely, to be filent,’ and bear hin.

The Ladies, indeed, who underftand their Privileges
much better than we do our’s, are ot enflav’d by our
Rules ; but, tho’ there be a Score of them together,
exert the Faculty of Speech all at once: And really, if
we do but remember that it is their whole Bufinefs and
Ambition to be only voluble, without troubling them-
felves with being intelligible, we cannot blame them for
exercifing their Tongucs, as they do their Fans, in all
Weathers, merely for a little Parade, or becaufe they
are ufed to it. Ladies, therefore, when they are flut-
tering either of thefe inoffenfive Inftruments, ought not
to be interrupted with an Offer of the Chamber-Pot, for,
if it be only the Pravity of the Intention that makes Ac-
tions criminal, it is evident they can be no Offenders,
who fpeak without any Intention at all. I know the
fair Prattlers are fo overftock’d with Self-denial, that they
will humbly difown this my Juftification of them, as what
they do not deferve ; but I am refolv’d to perfift, and
make them innocent in Spite of themfelves. But as tor
thofe of my own Sex, who are addited to purge at the
Mouth, 1 fhall never revoke my Decree againft them, or
any of them, except fuch as honour theTruth, and freely
confefs, that though they talk much, they mean nothing.
And indeed it cannot be denied, that very many well-
meaning Perfons are Rhetorical for no Reafon in the
Earth, but becaufe they are not Retentive; and fo are
forc’d to break Words purely for their Eaje. When a

: : Man’s
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Man’s Tongue is always ready bridl'd and faddl'd, he
cannot help it if it will run away him.

This Kind of Eloquence, like an ill Breath, is cura-
ble but one Way, and that is, by tying a certain Liga-
ture, call’d a Halter, round the Patient’s Neck, and
girding it, till you have quite ftopp’d up the Gutter
through which the aforefaid Excrements do iflue.

But as this Remedy might prove fomewhat dangerous
to many Thoufands of hi> Majefty’s good Subjetls, I fhall
be cautious in recommending this publick-ipirited Pro-
je, tho’ I am fully convinc'd it would effeCtually de-
ttroy all his Enemie$ * within thefe his Dominions. But
as] am a Friend to the Tranquillity and Nofes of Man-
kind, 1 will make bold to prefcribe a Succedancum ; that
is to fay, an Equivalent for Hanging.

As a Specifick therefore againit the dreadful Effeéts of
this fcetid and epidemical Diftemper, I would advife the
fick Body, when the Fit is coming upon him, which he
will perceive by an ungovernable Agitation in his Jaws,
and an inceflant Rattling in his Throat, to withdraw
himfelt immediately from Company, and employ thefe
indefatigable Organs in running over a Chapter or two
in the Bible. People, I know, particularly my Patients,
will make a horrid Outcry againlt the Difiafiefulnefs of
this Remedy, but that can be no Objection againft the
Ufe of it, fince the zﬁ,f.‘nzyf Drugs are often the moft
{uccefsful. Befides, it is well known, that all Medicines
that difpofe to Sleep, are har/p and unpalatalle.  Of this
Nature are the numerous and powerful Opiats, wh.ch
come daily from the Prefs and the Pulpit. A Dole or
two of Scripture, if People would bat be perfuaded to
takeit (Sed hic Labor, boc Opue ¢ji;) vwould compofe thofe
Convulfions of the Chops, and that Flux of Speech,
which hitherto have been thought incurable. But let
none defpair ; for tho’ their Mouths be dry, and their
Lips chopp’d with the perpetual Evacuation of Eloguence
and Spittle; tho’ their Heads ach with Nodding, and
their Eyes with Winking ; nay, though their T hroats
fhould be riven with Hemmmg, and their Wind-pipes
with Straining ; nay, even tho’ their very Arms fhould
be jaded with explaining their Stories, and their Canes
worn out with enforcing their Oranons, yet 1, the Doc-

tor,
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tor, will, by the Blefling of the Bib/e on my Endeavours.
work a perfe? Cure.

This Secret, which I found out by great Induftry and
long Study, I might, like other great Phyficians, have,
kept to myfelf; but I prefer Knowledge and the
Good of Mankind to Jiwving in Ignorance; and keeping
a Coach.

For your many excellent Speakers that cannot read, I
muft find out fome other Cure. Perhaps it may be no
ineffe¢tual Method to afk them, whether they will give
what they fay under their Hands, and to prefent them at
the fame Time with Pen, Ink, and Paper: You fhall
find they will immediately grow fhy of attefling it in
JSo folemn a Manner, and o recover to avoid Difgrace.
N.B. This Remedy effeGtually cures talkative Beaus. .

As to the Ladies, who hate every Thing that is wn-
pleafant or unfafbionable, 1 know my Scripture Specifick
will never go down with them without a great deal of
Art.  Thele genteel vell-bred Patients would think me
a ftrange rude Fcllow, fhonid I advife them to fo wulgar
a Thing as the Reading of an o/d Book ; and fo 1 find I
muft grown cunning, that I may not be thought clown-
ifh. Being wcil acquainted with the inquifitive Spirit
which is in ¢ , I intend to recommend the Bible to
them as a Beck that contains many ftrange Adventures,
and many Sccrets which chey never heard of before :
Theve thcy will find Gallantry and Intrigues, Songs,
Dances, and prerty Fellows, Mobbings, Rebellions, and
the Church; Hereditary Right, and a Feawifp Pretender,
who was a very handfome Man, but had his Title and
Complexion both ruin’d by the Gallows ; and there they
will find Courts, Ravithings, and Adultery, and every
Thig that can pleafe and entertain them: Befides, the
Book s finely bound and gilt. I mention the firongeft
Motive iaft, becaufe they may remember it moft.

I am fenfible few of our fine Ladies are furnifh’d with
this ufeful Book, the fame being got intirely into the
Hands of their Servants, and other mean People, wha
are poor-enough to be good Chriftians. I muft therefore
acquaint the Quality, that the faid Book, call’d a Bible,
may be met with at the Bookfellers ; Mr. Basketr, en-
courag’d, I fuppole, by this Proje&t of mine, having,

aot
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not long fince, ventur’d upon a new Impreflion; other-
wife, 'tis thought, Bibles might, in a {fmall Time, have
been out of Print.

To convince the whole World that I am altogether
difinterefted in this ufeful Difcovery, I mut, in Juftice
to myfelf, declare, that 1 have never {een the Colour of
Mr. Baskett's Money ; for, tho’ I belong to the Socie-
ty for the Reformation of Manners, I do utterly decline
the ufual Perquifites arifing from the Execution of that
Office.  If Mr. Baskert indeed fhould force a Bribe up-
on me, I know the Courte{y of my Nature will by no
Means fuffer me to affront fo worthy a Perfon by a ri-
gid Refufal, it being ‘my fledfaft Principle to fuffer ra-
ther than refift, upon fuch powerful Trials ; as many of
our good and modeft Doftors are forc’d inte Greatnefs
and Bifhopricks, in fpite of their obftinate and repeated
Nolo. But, though 1 fhall not not fa'l out with Mr.
Baskerr for a {fmall Matter, I proteft before Hand, that
if he offers me above a Hundred Guineas, 1 fhall be
firangely furpriz’d.

However, if Mr. Baskett behaves himfelf, as be ought
#o do, upon this Occafion, I intend to make over to him,
his Heirs, and Affigns, the Right of Printing and Pub-
libing my Works for the Space of Three Hundred
Years; at the End of which Time, I do Will and Or-
dain, that the faid Right fhall become general, and en-
rich the whole Body of Bookfellers, without Diftinction,
requiring them, however, as a public Emolument for fo
public a Benefit, to apply a fmall Portion of their Profits
towards pulling down the Cathedral Church of St. Pax/,
and rebailding the fame in 2 Manner worthy of me and
my Country, the Honour whereof is hereby confulted,
as well as the Reputation of Sir Chriffopher Wren. 1
fhould be willing to retrieve his Credit fooner, but as the
faid Fabrick is never mention'd among Works of Ar-
chiteure, the prefent Archite@’s Name lies fafely con-
cealed.

I do alfo Will and Appoint, that in the Year 2718,
that is to fay, a Thoufand Years hence, the fa‘ld Com-
pany of Bookfellers fhall, at my Expence, that is to fay,

out of the Revenues accruing from my Worlks, erect
two
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two Marble Statues to the Prince then reigming, the one
at Charing-Crofs, and the other before the Theatre at Ox-
Jford, with the following Infcriptions.

Upon that at Charing-Crofs.

O George the Twentieth, by the Grace of God,

King of Great Britain, and Emperor of all Ex-

rope, Arbitrator of the Peace of 4fiz, and Defender of
the Faith ; Pious, Clement, Juft; the Nurfing Father of
Liberty and Mankind ; bold for Truth, Religion, Law,
in Oppofition to Tyranny, Perfecution, Superftition:
His Zeal temper’d "with Charity, his Virtue with Affa-
bility : A Prince of unparallel'd Self-denial, who lofes
the Appearance of much Glory by concealing the Sub-
flance: By preventing Neceflities and Oppreflions he
prevents the Renown of relieving them. Thus is his
Merit the more excellent by being lefs vifible. The
Joys and Fears of his Subjects are his awn’: Their Peace
is the End of all his Wars, and his Wars the Means of
their Peace. * He is magnanimous and wary. His Cou-
rage never betrays Want of Circumi{petion, nor his
Circumfpettion Want of Courage; they are both emi-
nent. His Liberality is not confin'd to Worth reveal’d,
but generoufly contributes to raife it ; others have re-
warded Merit, but he makesit. He is happy in the
Choice and Talents of his Minifters, and they in the
Favour and Fortune of their Mafter. In fhort, this
mighty Emperor feems, in his whole Life and Royal
Virtues, to copy out, with great Exa&nefs and Succefs,
the moft glorious and popular of all his numerous Ance-
ftors, George the Firfi; whofe Name, notwithitanding
the Duft and Forgetfulnefs with which other great Prin-
ces, and their Atchievements, are cover’d, is ftill frefh
and amiable in our Hiftory and Converfation: It was
He who taid the Foundation of the fettled Profperity of
our Country, and the continu’d Freedom of Exrgpe, aid-
ed by the Counfels and Negotiations of Sundirland, Stan-
hope, and Cadogan, great Statefmen, of fuperior Capaci-
ties, and boundlefs Humanity. By sbeir Miniftration, in
this Reign, was firft fhaken, and, at laf, overthrown, a
formidable
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formidable Race of ancient Pagans (long fince extinét)
named Papifis, the blind and bloody 3laves of a wily
Wizard at Rome, who by the Magick: of Falthood and
Ignorance, and by continued and unrclenting Murders,
poifoned, ftupified, and mifled Chriffendom for many
Centuries. Among the deathlefs Glories of that King’s
Reign, was his having for a Subje® Fobz Duke of Mari-
borough, furnamed the Grear, who for Victories, Tri-
umphs, and Clemency, fi/? thaded the Lulire of Falius
and the great Macedonian. Hiwm all fucceeding Heroes,
guided by his Example, and fired by his Succelles, have
flrove to emulate, but could never equal. Then allo
flourithed the immortal Mr. 4ddifon, whole Fame isin
every Mouth, and his Works in every Hand. In his
Writings are ftill feen, in all their Frefhnefs and Glory,
the divine Atchievements of }7i/liam the Third, and the
mighty Marlborough, The Want of fuch a Genius and
fuch a Pen, is the Grief and Misfortune of the prefent
Times, and has been the Complaint of every Age be-
tween him and us. To compleat the Praifes of that
Reign, Parker prefided in the Senate, and, out of it,
comptrolled the Law; King adorned the Bench, and
Hoadley the Mitre.

In this Place, fome Ages fince, flood a brazen Egue-
Jfrian Statue of an old Britifp King, whofe Nameis o-
mitted, becaufe his Reign was unfortunate and his End
unhappy. His Bigotry to the Ecclefiafticks was his Foi-
ble, and at length his Deftru&tion. Whilft, deluded with
their falfe Incenfe, aud miftaking Self-Intereft in them
for Loyalty to him, he made them more than Suftjedts,
he made himfelf lefs than a Sovereign. He broke the
Conftitution, becaufe it would not bend, and banithed
the Laws, becaufe they would not flatter. He facrificed
the Crown to exalt the Mitre, and opprefled his Subjetts
to fupport the Crown. Monarchy and the Church be-
came at laft hateful, by making themfelves dreadful, and
by grafping at too much, loft all. The Nation, after
twelve Years Patience under the continued Aflaults of Ra-
pine and Tyranny, had a fortuitous but favourable Op-
portunity put into their Hands, to relieve them/felves.
They foon found themfelves firong and therefore grew un-

manageable,
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manageable, and, confounding Slavery with Obcdience,
fhook off both. The reft is too Tragical.

The whole Hiftory of this ill-advifed Prince is a Pane-
gyrick upon his prefent Majefty, who fortifies his Throne,
and blefles his People, by following clofely the Wifdom
and Example of his great Anceftor above mentioned, the
Firft of his Name.

‘ Upon the Statue at Oxford.

O George the Taventieth, by the Grace of God, £9c.
: A Prince whofe ftrongeft Right to govern Man-
kind proceeds from his being the beft and wifeft of Man-
kind. Nothing can equal the People’s Affection to their
Monarch, but the Monarch’s Benevolence to his People.
A noble Emulation! Their Happinefs is his Study; his
Safety is their Care. He rales by deferving to rule.
This is his Opinion, this his Practice. He owns no
Right from Heaven but to do Good, nor from Men but
to protet them. He detefts being a Tyrant, becaufe his
Anceflors wereKings.He thinks itDiabolicalReafoning that, -
becaufe he ought to defend,he may thereforedeftroy. That
Kings are the Ordinances of God, merely for being the
Scourges of God, he thinks to be a Propofition as dread-
ful as abfurd, which may, with equal Juftice, entitle
Rebbers and Murderers to Impunity and Non-Refiftance.
The People are not jealous of the Prince’s Power, nor the
Prince of the People’s Liberty. He gleries in being li-
mited by the Law of the Land, but more in being un-
limited by the Love of his Subjeéts. His Wifdom and
Power are employed for them; their Hearts and their
Purfes are open to him; both happy in mutual and un-
reftrained Confidence. He loves all his Subjeéts, and is
by a/l his Subjets beloved, this renowned Nurfery of
Learning fetting an illuftrious Copy of Religion and Loy-
alty to the remotelt Nations of his Empire.

And yet from this Seat of Knowledge formerly iffued
many black Mifts of Prejudice and Ignorance, and even.
the peaceful Mufes were drawn into Sedition and Out-
rages. 'The blackeft Perjuries and moft deftrutive Prin-
ciples were openly encouraged and defended ; and Re-
ligion was brought into real Danger, to keep the Church

out
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outof it. Every A&ion and every Name that did Ho-
nour to the Nation and to Mankind, was blackened and
deprefled, whilft the vileft Villanies againft Truth and
Liberty were countenariced and extolled. Honeft Men
were brow-beaten, weak Men deluded, and Profligates
fupported and protetted ; religious Houfes were pulled
down by the drunken Rabble, and the Church vindi~
cated by blafpheming Mobs. Hereditary Rightwas fup-
ported by Perjury, and Non-Refiftance by Rebellion.
Men of Virtue and Sobriety were termed Fanaticks, and
the Defenders of Peace, Liberty and Law, Republicans :
But George the Firft, who had all thofe Evils in a parti-
cular Manner to firuggle with, as being levelled at Ais
Perfon and Title, at laft overcame them all, He reform’d
the Priefthood and purified the Univerfity, and in Spite
of Pride, Intereft, and a Degeneracy almoft total, re-
conciled thefe haughty Bodies of Men to Ewangelical Re-
ligion and legal Obedience. He was the Founder of our
prefent Greatnefs ; for arriving at which, he chofe and
pra&tifed the moft natural, mott amiable Arts. He made
the Good of Mankind the Meafure of his Power; and
by making his Subjefts wife and virtuous, taught them
to be great. He made his People powerful, and they
him irrefitable. Dying, he left behind him {uch a Pat-
tern of Government, which has never failed to render all
fucceeding Kings, who have followed it, profperousand
popular.  This they have all attempted, but his prefent
Majefty with the moft Succefs.

Of the Reign of George the Firjt no more needs be
faid ; it fhines, at this Diftance, in the Hiftories and Poems
of that Time ; a Time fruitful in Men ot Learning and
Genius, favoured and patronized, more particularly, by
the then Duke of Newcajile, who, from his early Infan-
cy to the End of a moff difiinguifoed and honourable Lifz,
gave infinite Proofs of a large Soul, and a difinterefted
Love to Mankind, Liberty, and the more elegant Arts.
But the Charaéter of that great and popular Lord is well
known, and his Memory honoured in the fame Degree as
was his Life.

My Lorp,
After an Abfence of feveral Pages, I again return to
your Lordfhip, who muft, to excufe me, confider, I
having
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have been attending a much greater Man : Bat having
now, Ihope, fufficiently inftru¢ted Pofterity about erect-
ing and dedicating the above-narsed Statues, and having
made ample Provifions for the Expence of the fame, I
am once more at your Service.

I fhould now proceed to difplay and extol, as becomes
me, your Lordfhip’s great Piety and Gallantry, the Gra-
vity of your Carriage, and the Livelinefs of your Beha-
viour, the Grandeur of your Deportment and the Humi-
lity of your Converfation ; and, moff particularly, I fhould
celebrate your great Generofity to myfelf, and your great
Fragality to all the World : And your Lordfhip may de-
pend upon it, I will very foon gratify my own Ambition,
by equipping you with all thefe great Gifts, and many
more.

At prefent 2 Thing has happened, which interrupts me
in the Difcharge of this my neceflary Daty. A Thing,
which the Shynefs of my Nature will bave me to con-
ceal from all the World, butfo good and loving a Friend
as your Lordfhip. My Lord, it is now Twelve o’Clock,
and I want a Dinner, and alas, I doubt my Bookfeller
will not truft me with a Shilling, without mortgaging
thefe my Papers into his Hands for the Sum aforeiaid.
Thus muft half your Lordfhip, that is, half your Cha-
ralter, be pawn'd, that I may dine. Be aflured of hear-
ing from me foon, for I have your Meafure, and, as be-
comes your faithful Tayler, will finith your Sute with all
Speed. I am, with swonderful Devotion, and great
Hatfte (it is now a Quarter after Twelve)

My wery good Lord,
Your Lordfbip’s moft dutiful,

and moff cbedient humble Servant.

P. §8. To avoid the Envy that eminent Writers muft
ever expelt, I have determined not to put my Name to
my Work, ’till the Thirtieth Edition of this Treatife,
which perhaps may not be this Monthyet; by which
Time it is prefumed, that all thofe who detra& from its
Excellencies, will be hifled into Silence and Shame by
the whole World.

I defigned to have fubjoined at the End a Table of the
Principal Matiers, asather great Authors have done, but

going
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going about it, I quickly found I muft tranfcribe the
whole Book into an Index, and fo gave it over.

HEHDHH OO0 LE

A Letter to the Lord Archbifbop of Can-
terbury; proving, That bis Grace can-
not be the Author of the Letter to an
eminent Prefbyterian Clergyman in Swif-
ferland, 7n which the prefent Stare of
Religion, in England, is blackened and
expofed, and the prefent Miniftry are
mifreprefented and traduced, By 'T..
Gordon, Efg;

My Lorp,

TH ER E is lately printed in Swiffer/and, a Book
entituled, Oratio Hiflorica de Beneficiis in Ecclefiam
Tigurinam collatis. ¢ An Hiftorical Oration concerning
¢« the Mercies beftowed upon the Church of Zwich.”
In the 14th Page of which Oration he gives an Account
of the.prefent State of the Engli/p Church, as the {fame
was tran{mitted from hence in an Epiftle to a principal
Perfon (or Ruler)there, from one of the /Jike, or greater
Charaéier here.

As this Epiftle gives a frightful Reprefentation of the
State of Religion amongft us, in general ; and, more
particularly, of the Diftreffes and Dangers, which accrue
to the Church of England, from Schifm, Herefy, and the
Miniftry, I herewith fend it to your Grace. I have tran-
flated it jor the Benefit of my /cfs Jearned Readers, and
" .owme Obfervations of my own to expofe a Jurking

vho deceives and prejudices the World abroad

Co % tinage of our Church Affairs under your
« ‘e .. 7 mifiration. And I do itthe rather, becaufe,

my
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my Lord, fome People are {o very igborant and maliciot s
as to {urmife that your Grace was the Author of that
Letter, which is {o inconfiftent with your former Life and
Charalter.

Oratio Hifforica de Beneficiic in  Ecclefiam  Tigurinam
collatis, Pag. 14. )

CCLESIA Anglicapa divifionibus perrupta eft, &
Schifmatibus divifa. Tot ac tam variis Hominum

ab ipfius facris fefe fegregantium generibus confufa, ut
nulius propriis nominibas vel ipfi fe diftinguere valeant,
vel aliis defcribere.  Atque utizam etiam hoc ultimum
nn5is querele argumentum effec! Sed impleri oporret
quecumque {piritus Dei olim futura predixic ; adeo & in-
ter nos 1pfos exfurrexerunt viri loquentes perverfa. Et
q:id dico, viri? Immo Paftores, Epifcopt iph manibus
Ecclefiam diraunt, in qud miniftrant ; ad cujus doétrinam
pluries fubfcripfere: Quibus defenfio Ecclefiz commiffa,
quorum muuus et invigilare contra hoftes ejus, eofijue
pro meritis redarguere, compefcere, punire. Etiam hi
illius Ecclelie auctoritatem labefatare nituntur, pro qua
non tantum certare, verum, fi Res ita poitularet, etiam
mori debuerint.  Qux fint horum Novatorum placita, ex
duobus nuperis feriptis Gallico fermone libellis aliquatenus
difcernere valeatis. Uno hic verbo dixiffe {ufficiat, his
hominibus omnes Fidei Confefliones, omnes Articulo-um
fubfcriptiones, animitas difplicere.  Velle eos liberiatem,
fea verius licentiam omnibas concedi, quaecumque libu-
erit non tantum credendi, fed dicendi, fcribendi, pre-
dicandi; etiam fi Gratia “piritis San&i, Chritti Divinitas,
alia omnia Religionis noftre principia maximeé fundamen-
talia, exiude forent evertenda. Quis hxc Chriftianus,
de hominibus nomine faltem Chriftianis, . dici non obftu-
pefcat! Quis non dolest hujufinodi Avxus Basels non tan-
tum non ab Ovili longe arceri, veram etiam intraipfa
Ecclefie pomceria recipi? Ad honores, ad officia, ad gu-
bernacula ejus admitti? At vero ita fe Res habet. Dum
ad ea, qua funt hujos feculi, unicé refpicimus, prorfum
oblivifcimur eorum que ad alterum {peftant. Et quiz
horam hominum tolerantii & promotione quidam fe po-
puli favorem conciliaturos fperant, quibusid unicé cordi,
ut in fuis fefe dignitatibus & potentid tueantur, parum
Vor. . curant
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vrant quid de Ecclefii; de Fide, de Religione, de
ipfe denique Jefu Chrilto, ¢jufque veritate eveniat, Ig-
nofcas, vir fpettatifime, {i, dum jullo animi doleri
indulgeam, indignationem meam contra hofce Religio-
nis nofira inimicos p:uld alperius, quam pro more mweo,
expreflerim.  KReum me potarem proditz Fidei, fi non
his  Hareticis, qudvis occafione oblata, Anathema
dixerim, &¢.

In Englifh thus,

¢ H E Church of Eaglandis broken by Parties,
¢ and rent by Schifms, and in fhort, diftraéted
with fucha Number, and Variety of Separatifts, that
they want apt Names to diftinguifh themfelves from
one another, and to defcribe themfelves to the reftof
the World.
¢ And | wifh even this were our higheft Ground of
Complaint! But it muft be fulfilled, what the Holy
Spirit foretold in Times pall ; fo that among ourlelves
Men havearifen, fpeaking peraerje Things.  But why
do [ fay Men? When even Paltors, nay, Bi/bops them-
felves pull down withtheir own Hands the Church in
which they miniiter, and to whofe Doélrine they have
overand ov- fubfcribed, even they to whom the Pre-
fervation of the Church is commitied, and whofe
Bufinefs a1 d Duty it is to watch againft her Enemies,
and to oppofe, and reftrain. and punifh them. Yes,
they ftrive to undermine and over-turn the Authority of
that Church, for which they ought not only to con-
tend, but, if Occafion were, to lay down their
Lives.
¢ Whatthe Pleasand Pretenfions of thefe Innovators
are, youmay in fome meafure learn, from a couple of
French Pamphlets lately publithed.  Let it here {uffice
to fay in one Word, that thefe Men are angry at all
Cenyiffions of Faitk, and all Subfcriptions ot Articles,
and are for granting a general Liberty, orrather a ge-
netal Licence 10 all Men, notouly to believe, but to
fpeak, and write ard preach whatever they pleafe,
tho’ at the Expenceand Ruin of the Grace of the Holy
Spirit
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Spirity the Divinity of our bl ffed Sarvicur, ard all the
¢ other Fundamenral Principle. of our Religion.

¢ Who that is a Chriftian can without Aftonifhment
hear thefe Things, of Men that call themfelves Chrir-
tians? And who can avoid lamenting, that thefe rc-
vening Wolves asxec Pagsls are, not only not driven
far away from the Sheepfeld, but even received within
the very Enclofures of the Church, and admitted to
her Honours, her Offices, and her Government ? And
yet {o it unfortunately is.

¢ But while weonly ftrive for the Things of this Life,
we wofully negle&t thole which belong to another. And
becaufe forme hope, by the Toleration an Advance-
menc of fuch Nen, to catch the Favour of the People,
and by that Means, maintain themiclves in ¢/ef which
they have on/yat Heart, their Power cnd Placss, they
care rot what becomes of the Church, or of the Earth,
or of Religion, orindeed of Jefus Chriff him{elf, and
¢ bis Cuufe. ' ) .

* You will pardon me, Sir, that, to graiify a jult
Sorrcaw, I thus exprefs my Indignation, with more
than wjual Bitterne/s, againft thefe Enemies of our Re-
ligion. 1 fhould accuie myfelf of betraying she Faick,
did I not, on every Cccafion, denounce Damnariin a-
gainft thofe Herericks, Sec. )

Thus far the Letter, as itis quoted in the Oratior a-
bove-mentioned.  Your Grace will perccive in it a
Spirit, which fhews wha§ bhm_i Zeal, and Uncharitable-
nels, go to the Compolition of a High C/,v.w'c/’//u?n, who
_mutit {fee double, and reprefent at Random, elfe it would
be impofible for him, cither to di cover the Danger of the
Church himfelf, orta fhew the{fame to others. A Cha-
raCer by no Means becoming your Grace.

A High Churchman may be denominated frqm divers
Morks and Exclamations. He mult bf‘! devout in damn-
ingof Diffenters ; he muft fvear bloodily fgr_thf Church,
and its great modern  Apofile, the late Duke of Opiond,
with {ome other pious forfworn Gentlemen, who are wej]
affetted to Poperyand the Cozvocution ;. he mult rebe/ tor
Paffive Obedience 5 he muft uphold Diwvine Rightby dia-
bolical Means ; and, in fine, he muft be loud and zealous
for Hereditary, Indefeafible, and the like Ortbodsx Noy-
Iz Sorfe
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fenfe. But there is one Sign more of a true Churchman,
which is more latting a~d univerfal th oo all the reft, and
tuat is a hrm ar d {entlefs Perfwafion that the Chusch /s in
Deonger. 1f a Man believes this, it is enough, his Re-.
putation is up ; and tho’ his Life fhew more of the Dee-
mon than the Chriftian, he fhall be deemed an excelicnt
Churchman. 'This is o0 true, that, if any Honeft, A-
theiftical Churchman will bnt Curfe and Roar agzintt a
Toleration of Diflenters he fhall be fure to find a :olera-
tion himfclt for the blackeft Vi'lanies, and be rewarded
with Reputation into the Bargain, and, if poffible, with
PU‘IU( r.

L here was a Fellow in Oxfordfire, one Fack Brunt,
who had mude himfelt famous for Zea/, and Reguis v,
s whole I.ife was religioufly wafted in getting Drunk
for the Church, and robbing of Hen Roofts. in fhort,
he was the beft Churchmun, and the greateft Thicf, in all
the Neigkbourhood, and in high Elteem with every one
that honoured the Caufe of Lsunkenne/s and Crthodoxy.
But for all this Merit, as Jack was carrying off halt a
Deozen Cabbages from Farmer Butteir’s Garden, he was
unluckily apprebended, and carryed before Fuflice Ploau-
den,  However, as Juck wa upon his E.amination, and
nigh his Committreent, the Par/onof the Parifb, hearing
of his Tribulaticn, came to intercede for fo worthy a
Fellow-Latoure: i the Caufe of Tipling and Confor mity.
The firlt T hingthe Docor {aid was, that tho Jack was
addicicdto Reguery, yet he was Henefi.  Hear, Sir! an
boneft Thie/f! replied the Squire, fpitti: g and flaring. [
mean, be is for the Church, anlwered the rarfon.  Tle
Church, Mun! fays his Worfhip I hope the Com-
mon Praycr Book does not  fecd on Cabbages.  But confiier,
Sir, faid the Doctor again, the Profrcutor is a notorious
Diffenter.  dnd awheot if ke be, quoth the Juftice i Haae
not Presbyterians a Tolerotion toeat their oawn Cubbages ?
Away, Awav, Mr. What d'ye call; 1 lae the Church
wery will, and yet I'll bave this Felloaw acbipped.  Fack
was accordingly commiitted, and all the while he peep'd
throuc h the Grate, he modeit'y acquainted every one
who came to fee him, that bis Suffirings werc all for the
Church. Ard in this the Parfon joined wi.h him, and
colletted Money all round the Country for Fack, by the

Name .
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of an honefi Churchman who was pesjecuted by a
Funatick. He particularly told a zcalous Gentlewoman,
the betrer to difpofe her to b Liberal, that Fack had corfed
King George, ava publick Ale Houte in 4 .

My Lord, I have repeated this Story, to fhew you
what you no doubt know and lament ; namely, that this
mad Fondunefs for the Nameand Power of the Church,
has diffolved the Bonds of Juftice and Charity, and con-
founded Merit and Viliaoy, and funttified the vilelt 1m-
mor lities.

Your Grace does, wichout Queftion, behoid, with
Griet and Shame, that thofe who are cmployed, and
even greatly rewarded, to keep up the Land Marks be-
tween Virtue and Vice, do notwithitanding trample up-
on Peace and Truth, and animate the mad Vultitude 10
feek their Salvation in the Patis of Wickednefs and De-
firution. )

Had your Grace been the Author of #he Letter, in-
ftead of bewailing Notions and Opinions, which no Body
can help, and waich burt no Body, you would havel-
mented and rebuked, that which s traly Jamentable,
that thamelefs Corruption of Mauners, and that horrid
Proftitution of Confcience and Qaths, which are covnre-
nanced and pratifed by » -ny who are fond of the ¥ d
Ciurch, bat arc at great Eumity with Keligion and Li-
berty.

I grant that fuch Per/ons are Orthodox Conformifts to
all the Ceremonies and Beavings enjoined by Authoriry, and
true Belicvers of all the 8 jreries which the Church has
thought fit to maintain . Oppofition to carnal Reafon
that being wo Guide in fpivitual Matsers, which being
inconceivable, ought ther fore to be believed.  But as a
good Life and chalte Brh viourare of fome Ufe and Im-
portance to Human Society, your Grace to be fure
wifhes that all your Clergy were of my mind, and would
not only believe well, but, if 7# may be, live wellal-
fo.

I am porhaps propofing a Tafk to them, for which
Jome (f them will not thank me.  Butas the Advantages
which arife from Virtue, and good Coufcience, are many
and obv-ous #o me; and as the dreadful Pratice of Der-
‘iury is not only wery common, buteven impioufly juftificd

3 in
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in .o of our Pulpits, by thofe whofe Duty it is to fhew
its Hor-or, and prefs its Punithment, avere Religion any
Purt of thelr Aim ;5 and as all Sorts of Lewdnefs and
Vice accompany this infameus Departure from common
Honetlty, this truly damnable Schiym from the Spiiit of
Chrifiianity ; I cannot love Religion and my Country {o
lire as to be altogether filent on thefe important
Heads. ’

With whet Face and Confcience can that Man, or
Mirifer, who breaks avowedly the third Command, per-
fwade the keeping of the other Nine? And are there not
Clergymen who pray for his Majelty in the Defk, and
daran both him and his Tit'c in the Pulpit? Who {wear
to him, and betray him? Who pledge their Souls for
their Allegiance to him, rnd yetthink him an Ufurper ;
and do their hellith Endeavours to dethrone him ? And
are not fuch Atkeifts zealous for the Church, and loud
in the Cry of her Danger?

Are not fach Men manifeft Foes to Chriftianity, and
all focial Virtues, who, by their blafphemous Practices,
and their unhappy Power over the ftupid Vulgar, do what
in them lyes to break the Bonds of Human Faith, and
Socicty, and to banifh Truth, good Nature, and Mora-
lity from the Face of the Earth?

Is not this, my Lord, a fbocking Scene 7 And are not
thefe diabolical Teachers ? And yet they are all Orthodox
to the Back, and far from pulling doavn the Church avith
their own Hands, tho' they are Enemies to God and
Man.

It is plain thefe are not the Men meant by the Com-
plainer, who only laments the Diverfity of Opinions a-
mongftus; as if our Belief and Sentiments, which are
perhaps the Effeéts of Education; or Complexion, were
fuch terrible Things, tho’ all their Guilt confifts in pro-
voking the Pride of the wor/t Sort of Pricfls, who by
their Lives feem to know no Relig-on but Supcrflition and
Cruelty.

Thele Facobite Parfons who take the Oaths to a
Prince whom they abhor, and are perpetually beraying,
fhew, that their Confciences are either {eared beyond
feeling, or that they have moneatall. Can {fuch Mon-
flers, who are the Pelts and Shame of thcir own Species,

tell
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tell us that they are Chriftians (for as to their being true
Churchmen, we make no doubt of it) and yet go on, as
th y do, to makevoid the eternal Laws of Godand Na-
ture, by {wearing falfly, andufing the great and folemn
Name of God purely to deceive? How little do they feem
to believe of that Divine Vengeance and Damnation,
which they fo liberally denounce agamﬁ others?

Their other Moral: are of a piéce with their dreadful
and repeated Perjuries. 1o come Drunk to the Sacra-
ment ;o debauch and play at Cards on Sunday ; to be per-
petually Hrangling with their Neighbours ; to be ever
fowing Sedition and Falfbood, and fomenting Sirife ; tobe
perpetually flinging Hel// Fire at all who will not be For-
Jworn like themfelves ; ; to be ldle, Riotous, Drunken, Un-
clean, are all fo many current Symptoms of a Confci-
ence proftituted or dead. Qiis héc Chrifiianusde hominibus
nomine faltem C/)rz/imm:, dici non obftupefecat! &c.

Of all thefe crying Enormitiés, tho’ manifeft and far
JSpread, this Moursier, this Mouth and Reprefentative of
the Church takes not the leait Notice. It is Orthodoxy,
it is JurifdiZion, which he contends for; Things, which
however void of true Piety, or inconfiftent with it, yet
are the Limbs and Citadels of a corrvpr Pricfthood.

To put this Bufinefs of Orthodoxy and Impiety fiill in
a ftronger Light, I will beg leave to fuppofe, that there-
are, or may be, Tuch Charaters as the following, and by
them it will appear how a very ill Mah, when heis for
the Church, becomes a very good Man; and, on the
contrary, how a very good Man, when the Church
is againft him, is made a very ill Man.

For Inflance then.

One Parfon is Drunken and Quarrelfom, but then he
bows to the Altar, and thinks King William is damn-
ed.

Another cheats every Body, and pays no Body, but
he drinks to the Royal Orphan, and cannot abide King
George.

A Third neither preaches mor prays, bat he dees a
more meritorious Thing he conftantly and
fervently Curfes the Germans and Prefbyteriavs.

A Fourthhas a hot Conftitetion, and lies with every
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Woman he meets, but he has chc fe Principles, and fwears
by his Maker, that Bifrops are by Diaine Right.

Another lets his Father fiarve in a (oal. and the old
miferable Man, whe had in paird his Subftznce to brecd
his Son aParfon, writes a Peution (o this hopeful Chiid,
40 find bim Breed or a Cofiin, and can procure neither,
but perifhes; but for all that, this wmnctural, pious
Prieft, Rears for the Danger of the Church, and is a
dutiful Son of it.

A Sixih is an Evidence vpon a Trial, and forfwears
himfelf ; but the Caufe was ior Tythes, and he did it ou
of Love for the Church, -

A Sewenth is a Scotfer, who has laugh’d Religion out
of the World, but he hated my Lord W larton like a
Toad, and got Drunk frequently with Lo d Harry for
the Proipernty of the Church.

Now for the Leaw Church Clergy.

Ove is a pious Man, and lives in the Fear of God ;
will thar do? No, be thinks Diffinters may be [aved.

Aruther has great Learning and Induftry, and employs
tkem both hopefily and viefully. That’s nothing
be come over avith King William, and belpcd cgainfi King
James and Popery )

A Third is a great Mafter of Realoning, his Life is
urblameable, ard his Sincerity and Integrity are un-
queftionable. What then? He isnot a good Churckman;
——— He favs Pr fbytericns fiould not be banged for fol-
Jow ing their Confeiences, and kecping the Sabbath.

A Fourthis a pious Perfon, a conflant Attencant upon
the Service of the Church, ard charitable beyond Lelief.
Pla! What of all that 2 That Bifbep is a Profbyterian;
be faid the Duke of Ormond was a Tray-

for.
A Fifthis firiély Devout ard Peligious, an unmove-
able Adherent to Truth, and one who facrificed Ais A//,
even his daily Bread, to his Confcience, which is nei-
ther fuflionable, nor conforming, thercfire be frould be
burnt, lecavfe he would not forfuear kimflf, and Juy
be belicaedin St. Athapafius.
Welll A4 Sixrk is a great Champien for Narural and
Reveuldd Religion, the Trath of which he has dimen-
M ated




Archbifbop of Canterbury. 201

firated, and his Piety and Parts are admirable ; a Man,
who has méjed the Mitre by deferving it ! Why, he ought
£0 be burnt too, becaufe be is for founding Fuith uponScrip-
ture ONLY.

A Sewventh is an aged Perfon, Venerable for Learning
and Piety, who has done Service to Religion and Mau-
kind, by his swfinite Labours in Hiftory Sacred and Pro-
Janre, which he has clegantly conneled; but notavith-
Jlanding all this be is no Churchman; he is tainted with
Muderation.

I'he laf# T fhall mention is one, who gives up his Life
to good Worcs, and his Income to Charity. ~Buz this
exccllent Chriftian is a bad Churchman, for be awas heard
to fay, once upon a Time, that King Charles the firft, and
Arehbifbop Laud, aere but M E ﬁ’

This, my Lerd, is the State of the Cafe between High
Church and Low Church ; and let common Senfe deter-
mine, which is the more material to Religion, #he B.lief
of @ Point of Speculation, perbaps falfe, perbaps infigai-
Jrcant, perbaps blafpbemous, for 'tis unproved, ard may
be any Thing; or, the xemoji Sincerity and Guoduefs 11
Lire and Opinton?

Having thus taken a general View of our Mourner's
Elegy, T inall now confider it more particularly, Plece by
Picce ; and in doing this, I fhail be greatly help’d by
your Lordfhip’s Judgment and Authority, fince out of
your Writings alone 1 fhall beable o {hew fufficiently the
Deceit and groundlefs Clamours of this Jurking Author.

Firfl, he fays, That the Church ¢f Engiand is brofen
byParties, and rent by Schifms, and, in fine, diftra-
8ed with fuch a Number and Variety of Scparatifts,
&c.

And here I think it is plain that the .furbor does not by
the Church mean Religion ; for as Religion does not on-
ly permit, buat even command Men to alt from Cunvidtion,
there will ever be different Opinions about Spirituals, fo
long as there are different Complexions, and different Us-
derjtandings amongft Mankind.  All Religion does infer
Confeience and woluntary Choice, and he, who has not
the/e for his Motives to Devotioa, bat ffupidly foliows the
uncertain Authority of Names and Perfons, may indeed

Is
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be a wery good Conformift, and pay great Rewerence to
the Clergy 5 but will never bring along with him an ce-
ceptable Worfbip to God, or Benefit to his own Soul ;
which, Ith'nk, with humble Submiffion to the Author,
are two Things aworth minding, tho’ Obedience to Church
Authority feems with bim to be of much greater Mo-
ment.

If Ithink I am, certainly, or moft probatly in the
Right, and yet a& contrary to what I think fo, I am
then as certainly in the wrong.

I with this Author (whoever hebe) had confulted your
Grace’s Judicious and Chriftian Dcfince of the Expofition
of the Doltrine of the Church of England, in the feveral
Articles cxpounded by Monficur De Meaux, as well as your
admirable Sermon, entituled, Falfe Prophets, &c. before
he had thus treacheroufly betrayed his native Country,
bately mifreprefented the Church of Englandto a Pre/by-
terian Clergy Abroad ;and faltioufly vilified ard traduced
the beft Law which was ever ena&ed for the Honour and
Defence of the Proteftant Religion, and of thefe Princi-
ples which has defervedly advanced your Grace to the
moft eminent Station in the Church and Kizgdom.

In the firlt of thefe Books * your Grace excellently
obferves. that ¢ In Matters of Faith a Man is to judge
for himfilf, and the Scripturesare a clear and fughicient
Rule for him to judge by, and therefore if a Man be e-
widently corvinced upon the beft Enquiry he can make,
that b s particular Belicf is founded upon the #'ord of
God, and that of the Church is not, he isobliged to fup-
port and adbere to hisoawn Belief in Oppofition to that of
the Church.”” And (as your Grace proceeds in the fame
frzin of good Senfeand Charity) ¢ the Reafon of this
muft be very ewvident to all thofe who own, zot the
Church, but the Scriptures, to bethe ulrimate Rule, and
Guide of their Faith., For, if this be fo, then individual
Perfons as well as Churches, muft judge of their Faith
according to what they find inScripture and, if
they are convinced that there is a Difagreement in any
- Paint of Faith, between the Voice of the Church and thas

® Defence of sbe Expofition, &c, pagé 81,

of
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of Seripture, they muft ftick to the Jaster rather than the'
former 5 they muft follow the Supcrior, mnot Inferior
Guide. - This Method is moft juft and reafon-
able, and molt agrecable to the Conflitution of the Church
of England, which docs not take ufon ber to be the ab-
folute Miftrefs of her Members, but allows a higher
Place and Authority to the Guidance of the Holy Scriptures
than to that of her own Decifions.
" Quorfum mibi mea Confcientia, fi mibi, fecundum alienam
, Confcientiam wivendum efl, et moriendum ? {aid Fobn
Gerfon, Chancellor of Paris. ‘¢ To what purpofe have
I a Gonfcicnce of myown, if the Confcience of another
Perfon muft bemy only Rule of Living and Dying” ?

Your Grace, in your Sermon preach’d at St Jumes's,
Wefiminfler, on the Fifth of Newember, 1699. and in-
tituled, Falfe Prophets tried by their Fruits ; 1 fay, your
Grace, ever zealous for Truth and Liberty, does there
affert, in Oppofition to the Pretcnflons of defigning Men,
avbo call themfelves the Church, and have ufurped Au-
thority ower the Confciences of Men, ¢ Thatthe Right of
examining what is propofed to us in Matters of Religion,
is mot any fpecial Privilege of the Pajlors or Gowernors
of the Church, but is the common Right and Duty of all
Chriflians whatfoever. (b)

And, if, in Confequence of this Examination, a Man,
be convinced, ¢ that bis particular Belief is founded upon
the Word of God, and that of the Church is not,” your
Grace has told us, in your' Defence of the Expo-
Jfition above cited, ‘¢ that{uch a Man is sbliged to fup-
port and edbere to his own Bilief in Oppofition tathat of
the Church™.

Here we have your Grace's publick Opinion,
that we are obliged sto follow a private mon-confor-
ming  Confcience to a Conwenticle whenever we think
the cfablifbed Church is in the Hrong. For as
your Grace, further obferves, (c) Ewery particular
Perfon is to anfwer to God for hisowwn Soul, and muft ex-
amine, as far as he is able, both avhat be belicves,
and bew hbs praffices, and upon whai Grousds he does

(6) Page 12, Serms po 130
both;
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both; and not follow any Afembly, tho' of never fo
nuuch fecming duthority.

And yet {conunues your Grace) how confidently do
fome Mentell us, that we mult believe thom before our
oun Reafon that it is Schym and Heryy, and I
know not what befides, to doubt of, or differ with thom
in any thing that they require us to believe ; and that
much better were it to ffut our Eycs aliogether, and go
on blindfild under their Cendueé, than to follow the
cleareft Lightthat Scripture, or Reafon, or even Senfe it
fclf, can give us.

But let them (fays your Grace) afume wh t Authority
they pleafe to themfilves, and raife what Clamour they
can againft us, when all is done, this Conclufion will
remam firm as Heaven, and clear asany firft Principle
of Science, that, if the Scripture: be, as we all agree
that they are, the Word of God, and were written for cur
Inflruction, then we mult follow the Condué&l of #hem,
and hold faft o the Truth which they deliver, tho’ not on-
Ny a Company of qfuming Men, calling thamfilves the
Church, but the whole World fhould contpue againlt
ub-"

In this unanf{werable manner has your Grace, long
before you came to be at the Heud of the Church, fhewn
the Reajonablenc/s, and even the Neceffity of Separation,
and ridiculed the flale and diceitful Cry of Heresy ard
Sehifm, which beingnothing elie but a Dcparture fiom
the Way of thinking (flabiipid by Leav, and an Adker-
ence to Truth asit ¢ ppears, and not as itis reprefeniea by
buman duthority, are not only the moft harmicfs, but
the moft commcndable Things in the World. “f aking
them in tbis wicaw, they are not only Bofom Friends 1o
Chriftian and Ciwvil Liberty, but even the neceflary Effi&s
of it; and nothing butthe fierceff Tyranny can deprive
them of Elbow-room. I am almoft of Opinion, that if
it had not been for the Puritans, we fhould have been,
fong fince, not only without the Proteffant Religion, but
without any Religion atall. , It is certain, thefe old Fel-
lows, as guesr and fanatical, as they were, always op-
poled the Growth of Ceremonies and Arbitrary Peaver ;
and, if your Grace’s Predeceffory Archbifbop Laud, when

. . many
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many peaceable and illufirious Proteftant Diffenters fled
from his Fury to the Wilda Beajts and Raittle-Sncles of
America, could have fent all the reft after them, Le
might have {uccelsfully Popified us into thas abject Sluwery
aud Uniformuty, which his good Cutholick Chriftianity
had projected for us.

And therefore, without mincing the Matter, or fal-
ling into the fenfelels Ditty of Jamenting our Divifions
in Opinion, Iheartily thank God that we have L'iflenters,
and I hope we. fhall never be without them. They are
Centries and Watchmen againft the fly Intrigues ard Con-
Jpiracies of oar Churchmen, who, could they but @ beedle
or driwe a/l Men into one Bilicf, would {foon grow as
independant and uncontroulable as the Pope orthe Czar.
Bigottry, Chains, and Cruelty, are alweye, and in all
Places, the certain Ijfue of Uniformizy, which is itfelf of
an infamous Race, being begot by the Craft of the
P, i¢fts uponthe Jgnorance of the Laity, I think it puts
Unifornuty, and what is generally called Scti/m, in a true
Light; that Tyranny can never {ubfift without the fi/z,
nor Liberty without the latter.

For my Pait, I do notknow one Diffenter in England
but who fincerely believes the Scriptures, and faithfully
adheres to King George and bis Gowernment, and, in con-
{equence of both, praysto God heartily, and pays his
Taxes cheerfully, let the C burchboal as much of her
conforming Sons if fhe can. .

Oh'! but Scoifmm and Diffenters break the Peace of the
Church ! I never much liked this {fame Phrafe,
the Peace of the Church, becaufe there is always fome-
thing very bad tacked to the Tailof it. For, in fhert,
thole who have the Impudence to appropriate that Name
(the Church) to themfelves, awi// never be ar Peace till
they have got the Poffeffion of our Eftates, and the keeping
of our Senfes ; {o that Religion, and Property, and Reafon,
and Confcience, muft all go to Pot, to give fuch a
ChurchPeace. Nothing elfe will do. Ar this prefent
Time, the Church, befides the great Encreafe of her Re-
wenues, enjoys all the Advantages which the ever had
ince the Reformation, except that of aworrying Schifma-
vicks 3 and yet, by daily Expirience we {ee, and by

: this
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* this wery Letter we fee, that the High Church Parfons will
not be at Peace.

I have thus far {fpoke my Mind frankly upon the To-
pick of Schifm, emboldened fo to do by your Grace’s
great Name and Example, who havc inmany Places and
Difcourfes, taught Mankind not to be alarmed with
Words and Bugbears. Your Grace “‘( f)accounts it a
meannefs of Spirit ta defert the Truth, or be afraid to own
it, though never fo much clomeured againft by ignorant or
d:figning Men ;7 of which Truth, you fay, every Man
mufr judge for himfelf ; as I have quoted it already.

The next Complaint in the Letter is, Of Men awho fpeak
perwverfe Things, and of Paftors, nay Bifbope, avhe pull
dowwn the Church, and undcymine its Authority, though they
bawe fubfcribed toits Dodtrine, and thercfore ought to con-
zend for it, and even dic for it.

Here is the moft rank, though impotent Malice, fhewn
againft the 6o/t Bifbop, Left Proteftant, and left Man,
whoever adorned the Mitre, and for the ocft A&ions he
was capable of, wiz. for his comprebenfive Love to Maa-
4nd, and for ftrenuoufly fupportiug thefe Principles,
upon which alone the Proteftant Rcligion, his Maje/ty’s
9itle, and the Likerties of the World, can be defended ;
all which entitles him™ in a particular Manner to your
Grace’s Protection, wwho have always maintained the {fame
and nowv worthily enjoy the Rewards of your Virtue.

But it is no wonder, that my Lord Biftop of Bangor
fhould fuffer under the Rage of a wicked and defpair-
ing Faction, when even your Grace’s great Polt and
Chara&ter do not prote& your Innocence from their feeble
Affaults ; otherwile they could never have {urmifed your
Grace to be the Author of {o fenfelefs @ Declamation, a-
gainit one of yousr oavn Order, and in contradi@lion to the
whole Tenor of your Life, the Expefations of your
Friends, I will not fay Engagements to thofe who had the
Honour to‘prefer you.

Your Grace has always, in your excellent Writings,
afferted the contrary Principles, and therefore this fo0/i%
Paper muft have been womited by fome foul-mouthed
High Church Man, aud one of thofe neaw fort of Difcipli-
nariansy who, your Grace, in your Appeal, affures us,

are
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are rifen up from amongft ourfelves, awbho feem to compy
aith the Government of the Church, much ugon the fun.e
account as others do avith that of the State, not out of Con-
feience to their Duty, or any Lowve thcy bawe for it, but be=
caufe it is the cfablifbed Church, and thiy cannot kecp their
Preferments awithout it. They bate onr Conflitution, and
rwvile all that fland up in good carnefl for it but for all
that, they refolve to hold faft to it, and fo goon to fubfiribe
and rail.

Thefe are the Church Monflers, or many headed Hy-
dras, which have been heroically vanquifhed and defeated
by your Grace and the Bifbop of Bangor, who haveever
maintained the King's Supremacy, and the total Dependance
of the Clergy upon the Laity, and have manfully oppofed
Ciwvil and Ecclefiafiical Tyranny, in all their Shapes ; for
which you have been fallly reprefented as Fudas's,
Church-Empfons, and Charch-Dudleys, and what not
And now, my Lord, you haviig difarmed them of all
fair Weapons, they have recourle to Stink-pots, and would
fo defile and contaminate the Champions of our Libcrty,
that none who have not High Church Nofes can come with-
in the Reach of them. -

The Lerter Writer comes nexttothew, What are the
Pleas and Pretenfions of thefe Innovators, as he calls
them, and thefe, he fays, may be Jearned from a Couple of
French Pamphlets lately publifbed, the Authors of which
and their Confederates, whom he has before defcrib-
ed, are angry at all Confeffions of Faith, and all Sub-
Jeription of Articks, and are for a gemcral Toleration,
which he invidiouafly calls, a gezeral Licence, and he
might, with the fame Candour have chriflened it a gene-
ral Libertinifm.

One of the Treatifes here referred to, is written by
Mr. Durette,and, I fuppofe, the other by Mr. Pilloniere,
and both intended to expofe the Abfurdity, and thew the
Ridicule of broad brimmed Hats and grave Faces, meet-
ing in Synods to reveal the revealed Will of God, and to
make Creeds and Confeflions of Faith, and carry them
by a Majority of Voices (often of Proxies) which the
Laity are to believe at prefent, and in all Generations to
come,

i
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I very much fufpe& the virulent Libeller, under the
fhelter oppofing thefe poor French Rifugecs, intends to
level his bold Invective againft your Grace’s Perfon and
Writings, in which you nave fo openly and fignificantly
declared your Opinion of what is to be expected from
fuch Aflemblies of Clergymen, who have no other Bu-
finefs there but to'fpread Uncharitablenefs and Diflention
amongft the People, and 0 ufurp Wealth, Dominion, and
Power to themiclves.

In your Authority of Chriltian Princes, you excellent-
ly well obferve, (¢) that nothing more cxpsfed aur Chiiflion
Prof. fion beretofore, or may more deferve our ferious Con-
Sfideration at this Day, than the Violence, the Paffion, the
Malice, the Falfenefs, the Oppreffion, whkich reigned in
mofi of the Synods keld by Conltantine, and after Lim by
the following Emperors, upon Occafion of the Arian Con-
troverfy, bitter are the Comploints avhich ave are told that
great Emperor made of them : The Barbarians, fays be, in
a Letter to one of them, for fear of us, aworfbip God, but
ave mind only avbat tends to Hatred, to Diffoutior, and in
one Vord to the Dejlruction of Munlind.

You further “obierve -of Synods in general, (b) wiz.
W'bat good can be expeed from the Meeting of Men, when
their Paffions are let lusje, and their Minds difordired, whon
their Intereft and Defigns, their Friends ana Parties, nay
their wery Judgments and Principles lead them different
aays, and rhey agree in nothing fo much as their being we-
ry Pecwifh , awben their very reafon is depraved, and they
Judge not according to Truth and Evidencr, but with refp 3
to Perfons, aud every one oppofes wwhar another of a diffe-
rent Perfwafion moves or approves of

I heartily concur with your Gsace in your Opinion of
fuch Affemblies ; and, indeed, I cannotiee what good
they can do, were it poflible that they were inclined to do
it : The common Pretence isto make Faith, explain Re-
ligion, and to teach the Holy Ghoft to talk intelligibly :
Vain and weak Men ! as if the Almighty was not capable
of making himfelf underftood without their help, when
he intends to be underfteod ; or as if a few fallible Mor-
tals neither more wife, or more bonefi than other Men,
were capable of difcovering what the Almighty ha;g

min

(&) P. 307 (4) P. 308,



Arclbiflop of Canterbury. 209

mind to conceal; or as if the Divine Goodnefs would
cruelly hide from us what is necefiary fur us to know.

If the Scriptures are fo abitrufe, and want fo much
Explanation, how are they {o plain that he who runs may
read? And how can God Almighty (whofe Laws they
are) be faid to Will that all Men fhould come to the
Knowledge of the Truth ? And how are the great Things
of Religion revealed to Babes and Sucklings, and hid
from the Learned and Wiie ?

T'he Romifb Clergy a&t confiftent with themfelves, who
pretend to believe the Holy Ghoft prefides in their Gene-
ral Councils, and confequently may be allowed to explain
his own Meaning, but it is incorrigible Impudence in
Proteftant Pricfts to affume to talk or write better than
the Holy Spirit himfelf, when they pretend not to his
Afliftance, nor will accept of any other if they can help
it. ’

And therefore I fhail conclude this Head, and ftop this
Rewiler's Mouth, by telling him in your Grace’s Words,
() ¢ That nothing at this Day preferves us from Ruin
and Defolation, but thatwe (the Clerg)?_ have not Power
of ourfeives to do the Church a Mifchief'; and the Prince
who fees too much of our Temper, is too gracious to us,
and has too great a Concern for the Church's Good, tot
fuffer us to do it.”

The Letter goes on, and the next Paffage iv pregnant
with Anger and Scurrifity. < Who, (fays the Author)
that is a Chriflian canavoid lamenting that thefe ravening
Wolves (I with he does not mean fuch Men as your Grace,
and the Bisbsp of Bangor, {5c.) are, not only driven far
away from the Sheepfold, but even received within the
Inclofures of the Church, and admitted to her Honours,
her Offices, and Government? But fo it unfortunately is,
while we only ftrive for the Things of this Life, we wo-
fully neglet thofe which belong to another. And becaufe
Jome hope by the Toleration, and Advancement of fuch
Men, to catch the Favour of the People, and thereby
maintain themfelves, in that which they have onf/y at
Heart, their Power and Places, they care not what be-
comes of the Church, or of the Faith, or of Religicn, or
irdeed of Fifus Chrift himfelf, and hrs Cozfe.”

Here

(-} Dedication to the Appeal, &c,
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Here now is a Volley of Rage and ugly Names, enough
to diftance Billingfgete, and to put all reaforalle and so-
derate Railing out of Countenance for ever. Howv, thought
1, when I read it irlt; hawve we got Bungey bere 7 It fu-
wours filthily of the Sermon at St. Paul’s, cnd breathes the
wery fame Truth and good Sevfe. Pray Ged the poor Or-
thodox Lunatick may come off no avorfe than be did laft
Time————Itknow a galled Back <vill not agree avith bis
cholerick Soul, and I fee no Hopes of efcaping. ~ Bliffed Me-
mory is no more, and within thefe fve Years ave have had
one rebelling Pricfl hanged, and "another feditious Prieft /. ¢
in the Pillory————CQunce more Heaven prefcrve  poor
Bungey. But while I was in the midit of my Soliloquy,
I happily remembered that the Letzer was writ in Latin 5
and fo I cleared myfelf of my Fears, and the Docfor of
the /earned Scandal.

From the Falfbood of the Affertions, and the Bitternefs
of the S¢ile, I thould have fufpetted Friar Francis for the
Author ; but as it" bears no Tin&ure of his Spirit and
Parts, I am {ure none of this dull Dirt is of Ais flinging.

Upon the whole, my Lord, I am come toa Perfuafon,
that this «wretchcd Author is fome wooden Implement of
the /ate Reign, fome Northern Genius, fome Holy Bigot,
and fome Bungler of Peace, made ufe of by his Majiers,
asa foul Hand to fign aaway the Protefiant Religion, and
the Libertiesof Europe.

Suppofing this Author to be a Papift (which is moft
likely) this doleful Ditty of his will run moft naturally in
the following Stile, into which I have paraphrafed it.

¢ Who thatis a good Catholick canavoid croffing him-
Jelfy and faying his Pater Nofler, when he fees that, tho’
the Titular Bifpop of Bangor’s Heterodox Principles are
the Barrier of the great Schifm, called the Reformation,
and are the Gulph over which ne rational Englifbmen can
pafs into the Boforn of Mother Church ; yet that 4rch He-
retick iz, not only not burnt, but even fucrilegioufly exer-
cifing the Office of a pretended Bijfbop, and poifoning the
People with the damnable Dolirines of private Fudgment,
and Liberty of Confeience, and falfly aflerting that the
Priefls cannot forgive Sin, and command Heawen.  But {o
it unfortanately happeus, that while we only ftrive for Re-
Kgion and Liberty, we wofully forget thofe Things which

, belong
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belong to the Church; and becaufc fizze hope, by their
favouring and pretefting of Protcflant:, to gain the good
Will of Proteflants, and thereby gratify their Schifinati-
cal Ambition of being at the Head of the Pioteflaut Inte-
reft 5 they care not what becomes of his Holind /s the Pope,
the Real Prefence, nor indecd of Tranfubfiantiation itfelf.”

Your Grace, my Lord, will perceive how naturally
this filly Declamation, full of Froth, and Empty of Rea-
foning, runsinto Ridicule. And, in fhort, there is no
other way of anfwering it, but by giving it a Tarn of
this Sort; for it is all Noife and Scolding, it fixes upon
no certain Point, nor does it ftate or confute any partica-
lar Error. .

Bat even this is not {o wild and abfurd as the latter
Part of the Paragraph which charges fome Men in Powver
and Places with advancing or favouring fuch Enemies to
the Caufe as this Author defcribes: For what has not
been done for the Church? Or what has been done againft
it ¥ Have not the utmoft Endeavours been ufed to bring
fome of our late Queen’s Favourite Lords into the Mi-
niltry ? Has not Lord ——— been made a Duke, and
it is thought with intent to employ his great Abilities in
Accounts, and his lategrity in making them up, at the
Head of the I'reafury ? Was not a Bill intended to be
brought into the Houfe of Commons to reftore the pious
Lord B 4 to his Efia'e and Honour, and to the
Church again? Were not the utmoft Efforts ufed to re-
move a great Perfon from all Power, for no other Realon,
which can be imagined, but his being ungracious to the
Church ? And wus there not a very good Law intended,
to have enabled them to exccute thefe pious Defigns ?

Has there been any Thing done towards that fairy
Projet, of Regulating and Reforming the Univerfities ?
Or l:as there been any Refentment thewn to their choofing
the Brother of a Traitor for their Chavcelior, when the
Heir to the Crown would have honoured that Poft ? So.
careful have we been of provoking the Clergy! -

Was not an Inftrument drawn and agreed to for filence-
ing a Controverfy, in which fo many good Churchmen
were miferably bafied, in order to refcue them out of the-
Clutches of their mercilefs Enemies, in which the kind
Projeftors did not {cruple to talk Nonfenfe in Compli-

ment
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‘ment to modern Crthodoxy, and the Committee of the
Lower Houfe of Convocation ?

W hat Clergyman has teen preferr’d or countenanced
there, or any where elfe, wao has given Osfence to the
Chiurch? What has been doae for the Bithop of Bangor ?
Or what has not been done by fome People againt him ?
His great En-my, who very orthodoxly belied him, is
highly preferr’d, but we may be fure not for that Reafon.
Some, who pretend to be his Friends, give our, that his
Lordfhip was premifed to be Clerk of the King's Clefer,
but the Event fhews it was only a Whig Lie, for another
has been promoted to that Honour, without Lis Appli-
cation, to prevent one, {o unacceptable tu the Clergy as
his Lordfhir, from having a near Adinittance to his Ma-
jelty’s Perfon.

Is there any fuch Thing as Liberty of Confcience
given to Proteftant Diffenters in Zretand ? And ha. there
been fo much »s an Attempt made to reftore Arms into
their Hands, which were taken from thcm in the laft
Reign, thoagh the Papifts and Jacobites in that King-
dom are almoft ten Times the Number of all the Pro-
teftants rogether ? )

10’s tree, my Lor?, that after many Struggles, and a
Thoufand Promifes, a Bil! has paft to repeal the Occafi-
onal and Schifm 4%s in England, but ’us plain the Dif-
fenters are more beholding to his Majefty’s Juftice and
Wifdom, than to the Endeavour- of thofe who were fick
of it whillt they folicited it, and renounced the Principle
which alone can juftify 1r, by declaring for the 7¢// A%,
though your Grace, by the Keafoning of your admirable
Writir.gs, have {o unaniwerably proved, that the Dif-
fenters have an indifpurable Righe to all the Privileges of
their Fellow-Subjets, notwithitanding their unavoidable
Differences in Religious Opinions

To conclude, are we not {erding a great Fleet to the
Bajrick to prevent even the moy diffant Danger to the
Church; and are we not told by the Regent’s Manifefto,
that even Giéraltar would have been given up to pro-
cure t'at Peace which is fo mucl withed for by all good
Church. en. I could enumerate many other private Vir-
tucs, which will approve fome of them, not only true
Churchmen, but the Church’s beft Fricnds, and therc-

tore,
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fore, my Lord, I think it is very fevere and barbarous
" to ufe them thus, at a Time too when they cant get a
good Word from its Enemies ; I affirm to your Lordihip,
upon my Confcience and Honour, that I have not heard
one Ant-Churchman fpeak well of them, or drink their
" Health the laft whole Seflion of Parliament, or ever fince.
When I confider all this, my Lord, I am at a Lofs a-
gain, about the true Author of this Libel ; for I can’t
conceive how an experienced Statefman, and able Nego-
ciator, thould be fo ill-inform’d of our publick Affairs,
as to hope for Succefs in pablithing fo groundlefs a Ca-
lumny, therefore I defpair of being able to untenncl
this High-Church-Vermin, uulefs your Grace helps me
out. .
 How ridiculous an Imputation is it in our Defamer,
to charge his forne Men with an Intent of making them-
Jelves Popular, and courting the Favour of the People to
mrintain themfelves in wwbat they bawe only at Heart, their
Power and Places: As for my part; 1 know no fuch
Men, and if there are any fuch, I wifh them better
Luck :* 1 can’ judge of iten no otherwile than by their
Attions, and therefore I do by thefe Prefents acquit our
Author’s fome Men from any fuch faile, groundlels, and
criminal Defigns, and all the Men I know in Exgland’
will do them the fame Jultice.

Make themfelves Popular avith an lutent to keed their
Places, quoth al Any impartial Perfon who hath Eyes
in his Head, will fwear upon the Ewangelifis, that they
never {o much as aimed at it. I will appeal to any one,
if in all the Steps they have taken, they have not ventu-
red their Places with a great desl of Eranknefs and Bra-
very, and their Enemies wonder ‘how they have kept
them fo long, and therefore ’tis evident from all that
has been faid, that our Author’s fome Men are not {o ex-
traordinary at kceping themfelves in their Places, that
they are not guilty of favouring the Bithop of Banger,
and his Adherents, and that they do not take any
Meafures to make themfelves Popular, but that, in fhore,
they are for the Eftablith’d Church, and Eftablith’d Fairth, .
and are foully belied if they have not been your Graces,
humble Servants in more Inftances than one.

Our
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Our Author’s concluding Words are remarkable ones,
fays he, ¢ You will pardon me, Sir, that, to gratify a
juft Sorrow, I thus exprefs my Indignation, with more
Bitternefs than ufual, againtt thefe Enemies of our Reli-
gion. I fhould accufe myfelf of betraying the Faiih,
did I not, on every Occafion, denounce Dumnation againft
thefe liercticks.” .

Here now is a true Tmage of a pricfily Spirit, deftitute
of all Humanity and the Fear of God, and fraught with
Fire and Brizflone, which he fcatters fo freely among
the Sons of Men.  'Tis (I bad almott {aid) well that the
wore mereiful Dewils have the Cullody of thefe flaming
Materials.  Dreadful ! that honeft Men, and fincere
Chriitians, fhould be wantonly configned over to Eternal
Flames, for adhering to the Truth, or what appears to
them to be fo, whichis all that 1s required of them'!
This, in fhort, is the Cafe—— They plafe God, and
make the Parfons mad.

Your Grace perceives, and, no doubt, with Horror,
the rxecralble Genius and Mulice of this Author, who, by
the affuming Sule of his Curfng of Chriftians, leems
willing to be thought a Fircdrand ¢f Authority, and an
Atheift of Peaver.  What a Blefling it is to this Church
and Nation, that {fuch a revening 175l does not fill your
Loigfbip’s Chair !

Gratulor buic Terre

T wifh this Cur/er would be inftruCted by your Lord-
fhip’s excellent Words, particularly where you fo warm-
ly, fo chriltianly reccommend a mutual Charity, which
alone, you fay, can ficure us omidfl all our Ervors, and
awhich with an Agrcement in achat is mofl neceffory, wvill
20 the Hon f} und Sincere, be fufficient jor owr cternal Se-
curity.  This, your Grace adds, fbould make us more fpar-
ing in our Anathema’s, and wore xealeus in our Prayers
for one another. With much more excellent Advice to
the fame Purpofe, your Grace alloin your excellent Ser-
mon printed in 8g. has this Remarkable and Chriftian
Paffase, ¢ Whoam I, that fhould dare to pronounce a
Sentence of Reprobation againft any one, in whom there
will appear all the other Charalters of an humble, up-

right, fincere Chriltian, only becaufe he is not fo wife,
- and
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and it may be wifer than I am, and fees further than I
do, and therefore is not exaé il) of my Opinion in every
Thlng P

‘1o give a Man ta the Dewi/, is an odd way of keep-
ing him from the Dewi/, which I, with humble Submif-
fion to the Lower Houfe of Convocation, ignorantly
imagined was the Profeflion and Duty of every Clergy-
man.

I have thus, my Lord, taken to Pieces this venomous
Author, and thewn his Spirit.  He has reviled, éeyond
Sez, one whom he dares not attack, at Home: And he
Sl d and feotded in Sawifferlond, becaufe his base Spirit
mult breathe Jomeavhere.

But praifed be Almmhty God, however he may grati-
fy himtelf by reviling o/her Biffcps, the Na‘ion is blefled
in your Grace with a A[Ltr(/pf/llan of fuch Unifurmity in

Lifcand Principles, as muft ever bafile Calumny, ‘and
confound the Malice of bis and the Church’s Enemics,
and who will never give Occafion to fuch a Story as is
told of a Wyl ern Bijhop at the Rivolution, who fled from
the Prot:flont Religion and the Prince of Orange at Exeter,
to King James and Fatber Peters at Loudon, and was made
Archbifl-ap for his Loyalry and Puyive Cbedicnce. But, as
ke was going Worchward to take Poflefiion of his new
Dignity, he bethought himfelf that the Bible was ébetrer,
and fike to gct the Lerrer of his Holinefs and Fopery, and
{o he dcclarcd for the Prince, and a Free Pu rlicnicnt, np-
on the Road.

1 have the Honour to be, with profound Veneration,

My Lord,
Your Grace's meft dutiful Son,

and moft obedient, humble Servant.
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Exgetinduis v o g g gy S

® A true Account of a Revelation lately dif-

covered to Jeremiah van Hufen, @ Ger-
man Phyfician.  As be deliver'd it on
Oath before John Shepherd, Efg; One
of his Majefty’'s Fuftices of the Peace
Joretelling many jirange Events 5 parti-
cularly, the End of the World. By
T. Gordon, Efg;.

Anno 1719.

Commit, Middl . Fune 1. 1719.

HI1S Day Feremiab wan Hufer of Cripplegate,
London, came before me, and made Oath, that

on May the zoth, as he wailk'd backwards and for-"
wards in his Parlour, between the Hours of Seven and
Eight in the Morning, he perceived an Impretlion
made on him, like fpeaking diftinctly in the German
Lunguage ; but that truly he neither heard a Voice, or
faw any Appearance. He depofeth likewi'e, that en-
deavouring to remove the Svrprize, by recollefting what
he had before employ’d his Thoughts upon, and by
reafoning with himfelf, that what ke had juft now felit
was only the Effett of his own lmagination, occafion’d
by too intenfe an Engagement on the Subjett which then
employ’d him, he wasa fecor.d Time ftrongly impreis'd
with the following Particulars; which when they had
been gradually manifefted to his Underftanding, 2nd all
deliver'd in the Order wherein they now lie, and the Re-
velation was over, they all appear’d at one View to his
Apprehenfion, and then ran themfelves over again in
his Memory in the faid Order. He depofeth likewife,
that during the faid 2gth Day of May, he found his
Mind at Eafe, but thart the Particulars of the Revelation
very often recur'd to his L houghts ; that he flept very1
wei
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well thit whole Night, and Two Hours longer than
ufual, without any Dream or Interraption: But that,
on the next Day, May the joth, about 10a Clock in
the Morning, he perceiv’d a vehement Difturbednefs in
his Brealt, which wou’d not {uffer him to fit ftill, or
remain long in one Pofture or Place; that he percciv‘d
a want of Appetite, and Difinclination to every Thing
about him ; that he continued in this reftlefs Condition
till Bed-time, a little before which he found his Head
very much dilorder'd; but that he flept well all that
Night,

He farther depofed, That on the next Morning,
May 31. he waked with high Diforders both in his
Head and Brealt; that he rofe about Six, and finding
h'mfelf difcompos’d to a ftrange degree, he went abroad
and w.lk*d ull ‘T'welve inro-the Country ; that his Dil-
order continuing, and rather encreafing than diminithing,
he return’d home, and threw himfelf on the Bed in hopes
of Reft; that he roll’d there for Two Hours, without
any redrefs ; that by Six in the Evening all his Limbs
and Joints partook of the Malady ; that he felt no tharp
or pungent Pains, but an univerfal Difquietude and
Preflure ; that he was unable to eat, and what littie
Wine he drank appear’d naufeous ; that he continued in
this Condition all Night, without any Degree of Sleep,
and that in the Morning his Breaft feem’d to him to {well
even to burfting; that for the laft Twenty Four Hours
he had noremembrance of the Revelation ; But that on
thi; Day, ‘June the 1ft, they all prefent themfelves to
him, and give him Torture, acd {feem to prefs him to
declare them ; that he found himfelf begin to be ealy
upon the firft Refolution to come to me ; and that nnw
he has made Oath of the following Particulars, he nnds
“himfelf in the fame Condition wherein he was before he
was firft {eiz’d on May the zgth, )

Memorand. i

I obferv’d him to deliver the following Particulars
with great Calmnefs and Facility, and having defir’d him
to fitdown and refreth himfelf with what my Houfe
affords, I difcourfed with him for Two Hours together,
and found him a fenfible intelligent Perfon, well vers’d,
1 believe, and {kill’d in his own Bufinefs ; and that ie

Vou. L 1N hus
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has nothing, not one Word toadd or diminith to what
he has here fworn to, and is intirely infenfible how thefe
Things were communicated or convey’d to him, or how
he felt their Force, or the other Senfations which affe€t-
ed him, having never troubled himfelf with Politicks or
Party-quarrels, or ever employ’d any previous Thoughts
upen the Things hereafter deliver’d.
Furat. coram me Hor. & Dic predict.
o John Shephard.
H E Spaniards will reimbark Fune the 25th, 1719.
and narrowly efcape the Exglib Fleet, Fune 30.
of the fame Month. Fu/y the gth, they will land in
Scotland with all their Force and warlike Stores. ‘The
20th of the fame Month their Fleet returning Home,
will be fhatter’d by a Storm, and drove on the Coaft of
Wales. Auguft the zoth, the Pretender will be at the
Head of all his Army on a Plain ncar England. On the
2gth there will be a bloody Field Battle in Scot/and. On
Nowember the 3d, there will be another in England.
Od&ober the 2d, King GE O RGE lands. JFanuary the 1t
following, there will be a firange and pompous Procefii-
on through London. The 3d, 4th, and gth, great and
bloody Doings at Toaver-Hill. A Maflacre in Ireland
next December. The Freneh King dies on Chrifimas-day.
Seventeen Provinces declare for Philip. March 1720,
10000 Engli/b land at Offend. May that Year, a bloody
Fight at Poiftou. Fune, the Regent vifits Life. King
Tbilip {ups at Blois that Month.  Fuly, the Spaniards re-
volt, and make A/beroni and Don Rodriguez Governors
of the Kingdom, and Prince of Afurias. Auguft 14,
Philip and the Duke of Orleance engage in a Field Battle
in Normandy. Philip is taken Prifoner, The Duke of
Sawoy enters Lorrainabout this Time. AJugu/? the 18th,
3720. the Turk, Mufcovite, and Savede, enter into a
Tripple Alliance. Princefs Sobicfti dies of Child-Birth
about this Time. The Pretender is alfo loft near the
Coaft of Noraway. The Engli/b Fleet bombard Civitta
Vecchia, The Emperor takes Rome this Winter ; depofes
the Pope; and names a Bithop. Summer 1721, the Italian
Bithops deny the Inf:llibility and Supremacy. The Em-
peror dies in Fune. The EleQor of Hanover chofen
' Emperor.
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Emperor. The French Church reforms. Peace with the
North, 1722, the Turks embrace Chriftianity. Septcmber,
this Year, the Great Mogul/ conquers Perfia. Convocati-
ons diffolv’d by an A& of Parliament in England. A
Shower of Rain like Milk, in Szabia. The Czar .is
Matter of all Tartary, The Chinefe turn Papifts, and
make Father Mezerial their Pope. The Wefi-Indians
univer{slly difpoflefs and deftroy the Europeans. 1723,
Popery Eftablifh’d at Genevw. September this Year, the
Dutch are Tributary to the King of Prujffia. King
Philip dies in the Ile of Wight. Sweden conquers Po-
merania. Poland is {fwallowed up by an Earthquake.
Three Hundred Sixty Five Religions in Ho/land. Nooe
in England. The Barrier broken. Germany reforms,
1724, Spain builds a Fleet to conquer the }Wefi-Indies,
England and France join with them. 1725, a Comet
burns Tartary, China, and Mufcovy. This Yeara To-
leration granted in France, Spain, and ltaly. Venice'is
burnt this Year by an accidental Fire. 1726, Anti chrift
is firft difcover’d in Shrop/bire. In 1729 is manifeft over
all Europe. A War between Germany and England.
Another between the Tur# and Mufcovite, about Tran-
fubftantiation. Genewa reforms again. The Savedes turn
Turks. The Englifb and Spanifh Fleets quarrel, and fight
at Rio de la Plata. 'The French Fleet revolt to the King
of Mexico. A Battle in the Air feen at Vienna, Stockholm,
and London, on the fame Day. The Feaws keep Chrifimas
this Year. Laws againlt Immorality annull'd in England,
The Greek Church turn’d Arians.  Prophets arife and
convert the Africans. 'The Devil worthipp’d at Feru/a-
lem. A Civil War in England, about the Nature of
Schifm. Strange Alterations in the Climates all over
Europe. Calabria and Sicily over-run with a Conflagra-
tion. Polygamy and Witchcraft very frequent in Zre.
land. 'The Scotch turn Mabometans. Savcdes conquer
Denmark, and eftablith Prefbytery. The Line of Stani-
Slaus made Viceroys of Denmark, Aurora Borealis burng
up all Gothland and Finland. Strange Sca Monfers in-
felt the Engli/b Coafts. At this Time there is no King
in France. September this Year, all Arabia finks under
Water. December the Arabians embrace Popery. Fany-
ary 1730, Four Comets appear at the Four Cardinal
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Points of the Hemifphere. February, the Mcditerranean
Sea overflows on each Side. 4fia Minor depopulated
with Sea Monfters. Popery laid afide all the World
over. March, this Year, the Sun intenfely hot over
all the World. The Perfians conquer Mufcowy. Fune,
the .French and Spaniards join and deftiroy the Dutch.
Fuly, Anti-chrift is difcover’d in Afi«, and Men uni-
verfally there call themfelves Biblifls.  Europe is all
in one Apoftaly. The We/t-Indians embrace Chrifli-
anity univerfally, by the preaching of Prophets, and
their Power of Miracles. In December, they convert
Europe. The Sun rifes Blew fometimes. Land falls in
England, No Company at Fonatban’s. Africa is of
one Mind and one Faith with America. Europe begins
to repent. In Fanuary, the Great Beaft is feen at
Genoa and Stockholm at the fame Time, and drowns
himfelf at both Places. Strange Bulls infeft Ircland.
In March, England is Orthodox. Wonderful Storms
all over the Face of the Sky. Males is burned by
Eruptions of Bituminous Matter. Scot/and infefted with
breaking out of the Blood, and with Blains: Chrift
is own'd there. Narriadifm very frequent in this World.
Three General Councils, one in Germany, one in Chi-
na, another in Madagajear. On September 15, it ap-
pears, that all Mankind agree. The Magazines every
where blown up in France and Germany, by Meteors.
The Ships burnt at Port/mouth and Chatham, by a
fubterraneous Fire. The Czar of Mufcowy cuts his
Throat. Heidegger dies of Fits. The Sun looks no
bigger than a Chefbire Cheefe. The Play-Houfe fhut
up. Coach-makers turn Prophets. Cooks preach ;
Hail, Thunder, Lightning. September the zgth, the
grand Pay-Day ; at Twelve at Night, the End of
the World,
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LA CIEIINE S E IR G ELY

A Comparifen between the Propofals of the
Bank andthe South-Sea Company, where-
in is fhewn that the Propofals of the Fir/t
are much more advantageous to the Pub-
lick, than thofe of the Latter ; 1f they
do not offer fuch Terms tothe Annuitunts
as they will accept of. By J. Trenchard,
Efg;

Anna 1720.

S I have compared in my own Mind, the conftant
Encreafe of our Puablick Debts, toa Cloud gather-
ing over the Southern Seas, impregnated with Thunder and
Lightning, and big with the Magazines of an Hurricane,
which at laft fweeps away Houfes and Woods, as well as
every thing elfe before it ; {o I receive the trueft Pleafure
in obferving an univerfal Difpofition ia my Countrymen,
to endeavour to difcharge themfelves honourably from fo
dreadful a Burthen. I think it is every honeft Man’s
Duty to give his utmoft Affitance to fodefirablea Work ;
and therefore I think myf{elf obliged to offer fuch Confi-
derations to my Superiors, as appear to me ncccflary to
make the Attempt effectual ; that it may notend in a Job
to get Plumbs for a few Projectors, ruin Thoufands,.and
difappoint the Publick.

I am unfafhionable enough to declare my Thoughts
openly,that as [ think itis the higheft Crime, {o [wifh the
greateft Punifhment was infli€ted upon any Perfons in his
Majefty’s Councils, and the Management of his Finances
who fhall prefume to Stock-job and Buffet about the Pub-
lick Revenues ; and by the Knowledge of their own In-
tentions, to raife them and deprefs them at their Pleafure,
and as they fee their Advantage; and fo to make Bargains,

K3 for
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for themfelves, whilf they are ruining the Kingdoms,
I hope there are no fuch now: ButI doubtit is too me-
lancholy a Truth, that to this Conduét in former Reigns,
we owe the greateft part of our Miferies.

I dare own too, that [ heartily wifh the Bank of Eng-
Jand had found it their Intereft to have made fuch a Pro-
pofition as might have been acceptable to the Parliament ;
becaufe’ I conceive they could have effected it with Ad-
vantage to themfelves, as well as to the Publick, for the
following Reafons.

1. They are in Poffeflion of a great Credit, and by
tlgeg Bills alone could have paid {fome Millions of the

€bt.

z. They have near Four Millions of it already engraf-
ted in their Stock, and without doubt have great Effeéts
befides, which they havebought in the feveral Funds, and
confequently they would have had fo much lefs of
the Publick Debts to have di‘charged.

3. They have oftener than once already faved the King-
dom, by bringing down the Price of Intereft, affifting 1t
in its greateft Exigencies, and have always ated with Re-
putation and Candour: And indeed, from the Nature of
their Conttitution, it is almoft impracticable for them to.
do otherwife, or for their Diretors to entrich. themfelves
at the Society’s Coft; and therefore very many People:
would have engaged with them, who will not venture:
their Money in a T'rading Company ; where the Mana-
gers too often {quander away and parcel out amengft
themfelves, their Relations and Followers, the Publick:
Money, under the Pretence of Traffick, and then muft:
make their Proprietors Recompence, by dividing out their:
Capital, which they make them to believe is only Inte-
reft, and the Profit of the Trade ; by which means, the
more of their Principal is taken away (like a Hole in the
Wall) the greater it grows, and for a Time fells for more
teo: But at laft, the poor People find themfelves beg-
gared, and have no way to prevent their Ruin, but by
felling out betimes, and ruining others.

4. If the Bank had undertaken it, there could have
been little Danger threatened to the Publick from the In-
fluence of fo formidable a Society ; becaufe another great
Body would be fubfifing with Twelve Millions C%‘;}i}?l h
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Which, added to the Affiftance of the Eaff Izdia Com-
pany, might, and probably would have been a great
Ballance againtt it ; befides there could have been no Dan-
ger of the Courtiers over-loading them with new Favours,

5. The Capital of the Bank 1s Seven Millions lefs than
that of the Soutb-fea Company ;and therefore the Profits
arifing to the Proprietors, from paying off the othet
Funds, and ftriking New Stock in lieu of them, muft
bave been divided upon a proportionably lefs Capital ;
and confequently, they could have afforded to have allow-
ed much greater Encouragement to the Annuitants, with
yet greater Profit to themfelves; and in Fa&, they did
openly and above board offer Seventeen Hundred Pounds
Bank-Stock, for every Hundred Pounds per dnnum of
the long Annuities; which is Twenty Five Years Pur-
chafe and an Half, if their Stock continued at One Hun-
dred and Fifty, and Thirty Four Years Purchafe, if it
afcended to Two Hundred; and in the like Proportion,
according as it rofe more or lefs.

However, as every true Englifbman ought to have no
View. in an Affair of this great Importance, but what
would moft conduce to the publick Benefit ; fo all the.
Advantages above-mentioned did not, nor ought to have
hindred; the. Acceptance of a better Propofal from the
South-Sea Company, who have certainly offered more
advantageous Terms to the Publick, provided they offer
equal Terms too, to bring in the Annuitants, and are
contented-with their Bargain in the Manner it is made ;
which no one fure can doubt of, it being by their own
Acknowledgment a very good one ; fince they, in effect,
declared they were ready to give more, if any. oth.rs
would give as much.

Therefore I take the lefs Notice of the little Jobbing
Trigks played, and Reports given about in the .//ly, to
raife Stock, wiz. That New Advantages are to be given.
New Trades annexed, and that fince the Publick expeét
from them to raife fuch Sums of Money, they muft find
Means to enable them to do it : Such Artificesand fuch
jugiing Proceedings, can never enter into the Thoughts
of any Member of that Honouruble Houfe, which acs
cepted the Propofal. Who can {ufpe that the Guardians
of the Publick Treafure, will ever wantonly {quander

away
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away any part of an advantageous Contraét they have
made for their Country ; and give better Terms than are
afked, if thefe can be performed ? Andif not, it is fill
more abfurd to imagine, that they will reward any Num-
ber of Men whatfoever, for betrayirg the Publick, by
offgring a Proje€t which they could not execute, and
d‘liﬁppointing another, which could not have mifcar-
ried.

It will be embezzling the publick Treafure, and en-
creafing our Burthens, inftead of leflening them, if we
give away needlefly not only what is“already Meoney or
Wealth, but fuch Advantages and Privileges as will pur-
chafe them from any otherBody of Men ; for it will be
ridiculous to fay, any Concefiion will coft the Publick no-
thing, which will hurt and prejudice the Publick, or
yield the Publick fomething : Befides, ’tis but common
Juttice to the Bank of England, (to thofe whofe Conduét
we are beholden even for the prefent Propofal) to give
them the Preference; if by adding , curtailing, tofing,
wmbling, or mangling the accepted Propofition, it fhould
be rendered but equally advantageous to theirs, much
more if it fhould become lefs fo ; the Breach of the Con-
wraét will lie at their Door alone, who decline to execute
it, or confefs they can’t execute it by demanding New
Conditions.

The reafon I think it neceffary to fay thus much is,
becaufe [ find many Perfons engaged in the South-Sea
Company, who think, or pretend to think, that they
have the Choice of the Alternative, either to buy in the
Annuitants, or to pay Six Hundred Thoufand Pounds
in lien of it, which Idare fay is notthe Thought of any
Man in the Kingdom, befides fome of themfelves: Weall
underftand, that they offered the Penalty only as an Ear-
neft, to aflure usthat they intend te give fuch Conditions
as the Annuitants will be inexcufable ; if they do rot
accept of ; which ought to be equal at leaft to thofe al-
ready offered by the Bank ; and I could wifh they would
filence the Scruples of fome, and the Calumnies of o-
thers, by obliging themfelves to it in the Bill, or at leaft
would make asopen and frank a Declaration of their In-
tention, as the Bank has done. ¥

or
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For the Propofal of the Bank is exceedingly more ad-
vantageous than that of the South Sea; provided the
Bank Propofition brings in the Annuitants, and the
South Sea Compiny only pays the Penalty, even tho’
the Latter fhould be kept ftri¢tly to-their Bargain ; for all
that then would accrue to the Publick by it, would be
but four Milliens Six Hundred Thoufand Pounds, when
it’s all paid : And ’tis more than probable, that Sum,
as great as it is, will notin Reality leffen the publick
Debts at all (it’s well if it does not encreafle them) be-
caufe the Annuities, in all likelihood, will rife in Value
above Twenty Years Purchafe (the Price the Publick are
to redeem them at by this Propofal) more than that Sum
will difcharge : Whereas what the Bank offers, will ef-
feCtually pay off fo much of our Engagements.

They offer dire@tly ---------- - /. 3,300,000

The difference in prompt Payment from
what the South-Sea offer, more than --- 200, 0o®

Offered to bé allowed to the Annuitants 2,367,600

Inall /.5, 867,600

There is befides the Difference which might probably
accrue to the Publick by the Bank’s offering to be re-
deemed at 1724, and the South-Sea’s accepted Alterna-
tive, to be redeemable at 1727 ; which by fome is com-
puted at more than Eleven Hundred Thoufand Pounds,
and by them{clves at not lefs than Seven.

As I think I have fully thewn, that the Propofal of
the Bank of Ewgland is vaftly better to the Publick than
that of the South Sca, if the Firit brings in the Annu-
itants, and the Others do not ; fo I will as plainly fhew,
that if the Latter are not oblized to offer them fuch
Conditions as it will be their Intereft to accept, that they
muft be Men of very uncommon Virtue, and intirely
detached from all perfonal Confiderations, if they do 1t
of cheir own Accord.

: K Tis
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*Tis evident, that all the Advantage which can accrue
to them by this Bargain, (which they Purchafe at fo
many Millions) over and above receiving good Intereft
for Seven Years, is the ftriking New Capital for as much
as they pay of the publick Debt; thatis to fay, for every
Hundred Pounds they difcharge, they are to have the
Liberty to add and fell to - the faireff Bidder, One Hun-
dred Pounds of New Stock; and if thar can be fold at
the current Price (which we will fuppofe to be One Hun-
dred and Seventy) then Seventy Pounds will be got by
the Company ; which Profit arifing equally upon near
Sixteen Millioos, there will remain more than Seven
Million, clear Profit to the Company, after Four Mil-
Yions paid to the Publick ; and {o proportionably more~
or lef-, as the Stock rifes or falls.

Now it muft be obvious to every one, that it can
never be their Intercft to bring in the Annuitants, before.
all the redeemable Funds are paid off, and the New
Stock is ftruck and fold; for that weuld be to call in
Shares to divide this great Sum with themfelves, and lef-
fen their own Profit above half, by admitting Fifteen
Millions more Capital : They will bardly think 1t worth
their Time to givethe Publick Four Years and an Halfs
Purchafe for fuch Annuitants, and to give the Annu-
itant great Endouragement befides, to accept the aforefaid
Favour ; and if they donot, I'am perfuaded they bave
too much Modefly (0 expect the Annuitants to come in
without it: Since, as 1s faid before, almoft the enly
Foundation of their'Stock now bearing fuch a Price, is
the Advancage which will arife from felling the New In-
tereft.

Befides, how long can it be reafonably fuppofed,
Twenty Seven Millions more of principal Stock will be
felling off ? (which Sum the whole will amount to at
One Hundred and Seventy per Cent.) for if we could fup-
pofe (which I take to be a very fanguine Imagination)
that the Sixteen Millions paid off would all be vefted in
this Company, there will yet remain Eleven Millions,
for which frefh Money mauft be found.

It is very unlikely, that fo greatan Intereft hould be
fold, without fpending part of the Term in doing it,.

: or
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or finking the Stock, (which will fpoil all) and then how
can the South-Sea offer the Annuitants fuch Terms as the
Bank have already propofed ? For when the Advantage
arifing from this Bargainis at an end, the Seven Millions
divided amongft the prefent Proprietors, jand their Term
of Seven Years fhortned, whatimaginary Hopes can
there be, that their Stock will keep at the advanced
Price? which it muft do, to enable them to pay
Four Years and a half Purchafe to the Publick, and
yet give fuch Encouragement, as the Annuitants will
accept of ; nor is it poflible to fuppofe a Circum-
ftance, how they fhall be capable of doing all this,
without its appearing at the firt View, that it is more
their Intereft to pay the Penalty.

Therefore I hope 1 fhall not deferve the Imputation
of Calumny, if I furmife, that no ‘Member of the
South-Sea Company can oppofe a Propofition fo rea-
fonable, as that they fhould be obliged to declare
what Conditions they will give to the Annuitants;
but fuch who defign not the publick Intereft, but
their own ; who intended us a Mififippi Company,
would have had vaftly greater Advantages {quandered
away for lefs than half the Sum which is now offered,
and who have been cooking up a Proje&t for Seven or
Eight Months laft paft, under the Pretence of paying off
the Publick Debts, but in Truth to new burthen the
Publick, and enrich themlelves; and who, if they are
let alone, will turn this great Defign into a private Job;
and when they have worked up their Stock by Manage-
ment to an unnatural Price, will draw out, and leave the
Publick to fhift for itfelf, till the Seafon comes round
about for gathering new Plumbs,
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Some Confiderations upon the State of our
Pubiick Debts in gencral, and of the
Civil Lift in particular, By ].Tren-
chard, Efg; :

Anno 1720,

F by the focial Laws of Life we arc obliged to aid one
another, and to do kind Cffices undefired, it will tol-
low that every Opportunity of doing good, is a call 1o da
good ; and this Duty muft encreafe in progortion to the
Importance of the Occafion, and confequendy the Pub-
Jick has a Right to our firft ard beft Service.

Armed with this Principle of Love to my Country, I
fet forth in an untrodden Path, and fhall regard 10 Cb-
ftra&tions or Difficulties I meer inmy Way ; but will un-
afked, and I fear unthanked too, offer my Afiiftance to
my Suaperiors, and endeavour to firengthen their Hands
in promoting the Happinefs of our Country, and removing
its Burthens ; which I hope to do, by fhewing them a
fhort way to thofe good Ends.

The Power and Happinefs of any Country depends in
a great Meafure upon a skilful and frugal Management of
the Publick Treafure, which my Lord Cofe juftly calls,
Tutela Pacis & firmamentum Belli : By this Condu&
chiefly the Seven Provinces, not of more Extent than
Yorkfbire, have proved their State as confiderable as fome
of the greateft Powers in Ewrgpe ; and by the neglett of
1t, we have feen, but few Ycars fince, the once formidable
Kingdom of Spain expetting its Fate and the Decifion of
its Empire from two inconfiderable Armies of Foreigners
contending within its own Bowels ; and the Spaniards
themfelves were little more than Spetaters.

*Tis with Grief and Indignation I fay it, that Exgland
teo, which feems defigned by Nature and Situation to lﬁe
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the Pride and Glory of the World, thathas fo large a Do-
minion, fo extenfive a Trade and immenfe Kevenue,
fhould be funk and opprefled by Debts and 3nticipations,
by needlefs Offices and Sallaries, aud, I with I could fay
only, as needlefs Penfions, to fuch a Degree as to be {carce
a Match for the leffer States of Chriftendom: We too
plainly confefs the Truth of this by our Manner of car-
rying on the prefent War ; for though France and the
Emperor are our Allies, and we have no Land Armies to
maintain upon the Continent, nor expenfive Expeditions
to the Weji-Indies, yet we run in Debt every Year
greatly to maintain in Effect only a defenfive War againit
a Country, which was of no Weight dunng the laft and
former Contefls, in the contrary Scale.

-Upon this Gecafion | cannot but wonder at the Stupi-
dity and miftaken Avarice of too many of my Country-
men, who in a late Reign thought it worth their Time to
purchafe htle feeming Advantagesto themfelves and Fa-
milies at the expence of their Country’s Ruin, and were
contending with fo much eagernefs for a narrow Cabbin,
when the Ship itfelf isfinking: "T'was ftupendious to fee
Men of great Families and greater Eftates watching the
Smiles and Nod: of hungry Courtiers, couriing Depen-
dance, and worhipping thofe who muft otherwife have
worfhipped them, and this often too, for fuch Confidera-~
tions as did fcarce defray the Charge of bringing them-
felves into this Stzte of Servitade.

What was then become of the noble Spirit of our illuftir-
ousAnceftor:, who made the proudeft Minifters to tremble,
and regarded neither the Smiles or Frowns even of Princes,
when they ftood between them and their Duty to their
Country. In thofe Days they fcorned to facrifice their
own Honour and Liberty, as well as the Publick Good,
to a Paultry Penfion, which they were able to give ; nor
did they quit their Family Seats (where they lived with a
becoming Splendor, and received a willing Homage from
their obliged and grateful Neighbours) to dance Atten-
dance with a White Wand, or perhaps only for the Ufe
of a Box and Dice. O Tempora! O Mores? Who would
have-expected to have feen grave Patriots transformed in-
to Harlequins, and our haughtieR Pretendesrs become
Gentlemen Uthers ¢ :

Bug



230 Confiderations upon the

But it’s {till more amazing that.Men of vaft Fortunes,
all depending upon the pradent Adminiftration of the
Publick Affairs, and the frugal Management of our Fin-
ances, fhould be fo very Indolent, as o give themfelves
no Thought, buthow to form new Funds, and make new
Bargains, without once confidering hew the Old can be
fupported.

I wifh they would now and then put the Cafe to them-
felves, That ’tis pofl:ble we may have a new War with
France, and that the Kingdom will, and ought to be faved,
whatever becomes of them and their Interefts ; That there
is no Expedient within the reach of Politicks to prevent a
War with a Potent Neighbour, but by being able to make
it ; That the People are not capable of paying Ten Shil-
lings in the Pourd, nor will ever confent to do it ; That
>twill foon be impoflible to find out new Funds ; and then
let them refle€t what is next to be done.

I with they would not fpecd all their Time in the 4//ey,
and in caroufing with one another over Champain aind
Burgundy, but would now and then defcend to drink a
Cup of Ale in the Company of poor defpifed and
mortgaged Country Gentlemen, where it may be of Ufe
to them to hear other Languages : It’s true their Ears will
be affended with the unufual and ungrateful tounds of
Extortion and Bribery, of juggling Bargains, made between
former Minifters and Stock-)obbers, Money then borrow-
ed by the fame Perfons in one Capacity and lent in ano-
ther ; defperate Debts bought up by Confederacy for
trifling 3ums, and then made good ; Publick Money got
into private Hands, and then lent to the Publick again tor
great Premiums, and a great Intereft, and afterwards
fquahdred away to make'room for new Projeéts: It's poffis
ble too fome of thefe Rulticks may fhew a little Uneafi-
nefs to fee thofe, who but few Years fince would not have
kept on their Hats before them, ride now about in Coaches
and Six, with pompous Liveries and Attendants, main-
tained out of their Eftates, whilft themfelves walk on
Faot ; and all this while poflibly their Country-Under-
ftardings, may not find out rhe leift Merit, Virtue, or
Publick Services done, by thefe fhining Gallants to coun-
tenance fuch.a Diftinclion,

T ' ’ How
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How unrcafonable foever thefe Suggeftions and Dife
courfes are (which perhaps may be faid to proceed from
Emulation, Envy, and often from Difaffection) yet ’tis
certain they come from thofe who have and always will
have a great fhare in our Legiflature, in {pight of all that
can be done to prevent it.

Thofe too, who are moft depended upon, will, I doubt
not, then, like another fort of Vermin, know how to quit
a falling Houfe, and fpeak in a different Strain ; They
will tell us that nothing is juft or unjuft, but as it promotes
or hinders the Publick Good.

They will tell us it’s barbarous to blow up Houfes, and,
. {fometimes fhut them up with People in them ; and yet
*tis often done to prevent the {preading of Fires, and in-
fettious Diitempers, and no Law gives Remedy for fuch
Injuries.

We fhall be told Towns, Countries, and Provinces are
laid wafte by thofe whofe Duty ’tis to proteét them, when
’tis neceflary to oppofe or difirefs a Publick Enemy, with-
out the Imputation of Cruelty or Want of Humanity.

We fhall be told Towns befieged have thought it law-
fulto eat one another, rather than fubmit to a barbarous
Enemy.

They will tell us fuch Exigencies may happen to a
State, that it may not only be lawful, but the Duty of
Legiflators, to feize Wealth and Trealure wherever they
find it ; and the want of fuch a feafonable Refolution, loft
Conflantinople to the Turks.

God forbid that this Nation fhould ever be reduced to
fuch a fat:1 Neceflity! My Heart akes, and my Pen
trembles when I mentionit: I abominate the Thought ;
and the Intent of this Paper is to prevent it, and to call
upon my Countrymen to join Hand and Heart, and to
lay afide their little Party Animofities, and unite this once
to fave themfelves and Country ; which muft be done by
curbing thofe who will otherwife curb us ; by contra&ting
the Publick Expences of all Kinds, by catting off and
retrenching Penfions, as well as ufelels and exorbitant
Salaries, (if any fuch there be) by ¢xamininginto every -
Branch of the Publick Revenue, as well as the Publick
Expence, and feeing it be brought in carefully, and laid

out frugally,
' What
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What can be more invidious than for a Nation, ftag-
gering under the Weight and Oppreflion of its Debrs,
eaten up with Ulfury, and exhauftea wich Payments, to
have the additional Mortification of feeing private and
worthlefs Mea riot in their Calamities, and grow rich
whilit they grow Poor ; to fee the Town every Day glit-
teting with New and Pompous Equipages, whillt they are
morcgaging and {elling their Eftates ; to fee blazing Me-
teor> {uddenly exhaled out of their Jakes, and their
Mud (as in Egypt) warmed into Monfters.

No Man, who has the lealt regard to Publick or Pri-
vate Happinefs, will complain of, or regret, thofe Ex-
pences which have a vifible Tendency to his Country’s
Good : Every Man receives again with Fntereft his Pro-
porton of fuch Taxes, which he pays with one Hard and
recéives with the other, and his Share in the general Fe-
licity is his ample Kecompence; but then he has a Right
to expe&t they be laid out to the Ufes for which they are
given, and with the greatelt Frugality, and that private
Men be not enriched at the Publick Coft, but as they
have contributed to the Publick Good.

1 hope I may without Offence to any honeft Man affirn,
that all which I have complained of, was our own Caie
during the laft four Years of the Queen’s Reign. I hope
it is otherwife now. I faw then, asI thought, the Na-
tion finking undera mofl corrupt and foolith Adminiftra-
tion, juit ready to be delivered up to its Hereditary and
moft inveterate Enemy, enervated by. a long and tedious
War, its Traffick betrayed, its Finances difcompofed, its
Peopie difaffecied, its Clergy corrupted, and every Thing,
tending to an univerfal Kuin and Defolation ; when |
feemed to hear a Voice from Heaven, which promifed us
a fecond Redemption. .

If any one had then known that we fhould be blefled
with the beft Prince living, who defired nothing of us but
to make ourfelves happy,and to whofeFavour we couldno -
otherwife addrefs ourfelves, but by Profeflions to ferve
our Country ; who fhared in all our Feelings, and panted
to eafe them ; and in order to it chofe his Miniftry out of
the moft remarkable Oppofers of the former wicked Ad-
miniftration : If this Perfon hadthen told us, that the late

vile Mifcreants fhould efcape uatouched, and sazxyhogi‘
their
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their Plunder with Impunity ; That little fhould be at-
tempted to reforra the Peopl:, and lefs the Clergy ; That
rothing confiderable fhould be done to leffen the Publick
Burthens ; but on the contrary Fenfions, Salaries and Fees
fhould encreafeimmenfely ; ‘I hat in four Years time, the
National Debts fhould be encreafed by many Millions,
without any vifible Advantage accruing to the Publick ;
nay, that the moft confiderable if not the only Advantage
ftipulated for us by the Proje€tors of thelaft treacherous
Peace, fhould be but once thouglit of being given up ; I
fay, whoever fhould have furmifed all this, muft have
pafled for a Madinan or Traytor.

As for myfelf, Iam thoroughly fatisfied that nothing
has been wanting on his Majefty’s Part, and I hope thofe
whofe Bufinefs it is, will convince us by their hearty and
vigorous Efforts this prefent Seffions, that no Lukewarm-
nefs, affeGted Difficulties, or worfe Views, but true and
real Difappointments, have hindered it on theirs.

If it was proper for me to put my Name to this Paper,
I am perfwaded all who know me will do me the Juftice
to own, I was long partial to thefe Gentlemens Interefts,
often fought their Battles, and fincerely wifh for a fair
Occafion to do fo again ; not by receiving any particular
or perfonal Favours to my felf, which I neither expect,
want or defire, but in common to my Countrymen and
Fellow Subjeéts.

With Impatience I expe this Satisfaltion, and with
Pleafure and Tranfport hear, that the Bleffing is near of
an honourable and advantageous Peace, and doubt not
but my Countrymen will take this Opportunity to com-
pleat their Happinefs, and endeavour to extricate the
Nation out of all its Difficalties : We are in no Circum-
ftances of engaging in Fairy and Fantaftical Wars, or of
making fruitlefs and wanton Expeditions, or indeed any
at all, which are not indilpenfably necefiary to our own
Prefervation.

Every Man ought to contribute his utmoft to fave him-
felf and Country : Thofe who have long enjoyed ufelefs
Offices, or more ufelefs Penfions ought of their own ac~
cord to throw them into the Publick Stock : Such as wor-
thily execate Employments beneficial to their Country,
ought to content themfelves with moderate Rewards, and

accept
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accept their own and the Publick Security, as Part of
their Recompence. Thofe whofe Fortunes depend more
immediately upon the prefent Eftablithment, ought not to
dinn our Ears with Bargains founded in Watonnefs, (not
to fay Corruption)but willingly acquiefce with lefs Intereft
to fecure the Principal; and I hope the Landed Intereit
will contribute freely towards paying off thofe Debts of
which every Man owes a Part in Proportion to his E-
ftate ; and I could wifh too the Parliament would oblige
all Officers to bring in a Lift of their Fees, have them
compared with what they were anciently, and fettle them
for the future in fuch Manner that every one may know,
what he is to pay, with the fevereft Penalties upon thofe
who extort more.

This Conduét will make us great and happy, the Ter-
ror of our Enemies and the Refuge of our Friends; but
then the Money {o raifed or faved muft be applied to the
Difcharge of the Public Burthens, and not made Stales
and Funds for new Ones; which will be to encreafe cur
Calamity, and make our Condition defperate. I hope e-
very Member of the Houfe of Commons, confcious of
his own Abilities, will propofe. what he conccives condu-
cive, to-this great End:; not think it the Province of parti-
cular Men, and fo wait for Proje&s cook’d up by Stock-
Jobbers, to ferve prefent Views, and. enrich thofe fur-
ther, who are too rich already, by making their Coun-.
iy poor.

As for my own Part, fince I am at Liberty to fpeak
my, Mind where it might be of greater Ufe, I will do it.
where and how I can; and ’all I fee that I am ftopping
the Tide with my Thumb, will do my beft to fave my
Frince and Country, nor fhall regard whom I pleafe or
offend ; I will neither be frightned, bribed or provoked
out of the Principles I have always profefled, and always
pradtis’d. )

My fix'd Purpofe is, if this Effay meets with a Re-
ception anfwerabie to the Good I intend, to erquire fur-
ther into the Caufes of all our Misfortunes; to probe
and fearch our Wounds to the Core, and to offer at_an
adequate Remedy, which I fhall {ubmit to my Superiors
Confideration ; but, in this Paper I fhall only animad-
vert upon the prefent State of, the Civil Lift, and hope to

propoie,
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propofe a2 Way to render it moft advantageous to His
Majefty, and the leaft burthenfome to his People.

I blefs God that [ can lay my Hand upon my Heart,
and fafely declare, That 1 am, ever was, and believe e-
ver fhall be, heartily and affeCtionately at-ached to His
Majefty’s Perfon and Title, which I fincerely efteem to
be the beft, if not the only, Right any mortal Man can
have to Deminion over his Fellow-Creatures: As upon
the moft difintcrefted Obfervation of his Adtions, and
the trueft Information I can get of his Temper and In-
clinations, T am fully convinced he has all thofe Imperi-
al Qualities, which are neceflary, to make a People
great and happy; fo I cannot but exceedingly lament
that our Corruptions, Fattions and Follies fhould render
us incapable of making the true Ufe and Advantage of
Virtues uncommon to fo high a Station: Like Benefi-
cent Heaven, he bids us be wife, great and happy;
and we return the Gift upon his Hands, and long and
luft again for our Egyptian Bondage.

Therefore if any Errors or Abufes fhould creep into
the Adminiftration, or the old Ones be not enough re-
formed, they ought not, nor will be imputable to him ;
hut they alone ought to be anfwerable, whofe Pofts and’
Stations give them admittance to his Royal Ear, and:
whofe Bufinefs and Duty it is to acquaint him with his
own Affairs, and to reprefent to him fairly and undifguif-
edly the Circumftances and Wants of his People; the
Neglect of which Duty ought to be Capital.

But toreturn to the Subjeét I am to treat, upon:
The Civil Lift was not exceffive, till the Reign of Charies
the 2d, who bringing over with him French Inclinations,
a French Religion, and French Luxury, and foon after
having alfo got a French Miftre(s, and pracured the who'e:
Publick Revenue to be fettled upon himfelf for Life, a-
mongft other Inftances of his Frugality advanced the E-
ftablifhment of the Civil Lift to near Five Hundred and
Eighty Thoufand Pounds per Ann, which then anfwered
the Purpofes of that corrupt and vicious Court, and en-
abled it'to make the firft Effays of Penfioning Parlia-
ments. It was fomething retrenched in King Fames’s-
time, though the Queen Regnant, Queen Dowager, and
Princefs 4nne’s Courts were kept outfof it,

When
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When King #illiam was fettled upon the Throne, it
was thought by many, who were moft Zealous for fixing
him there, that this Excefs of the Civil Lift ought to be
remedied, efpecially confidering what an expenfive War
we were engaged in.  They thought it very ftrange that
he, who had received three Crowns from the Peoples
Gift, fhould contribute nothing, nor abate the leaft from
the Demands of the two former Kings to maintain 2 War,
entered into to fupport himin the i'hrone he fate upen ;
but this was cfteemed by others of more Breeding un-
courtly Language. ungrateful to a Benef:&or, who con-
defcended to wear the Crown only for our Sakes ; and
fo thefe unfafhionable People were deemed Male-contents,
Whimfical, Grumblers, nevér fatisfied with any Govern-
ment, and not much better than Jacobites, and at laft
were forced to acquiefce, and confent that as the King
deferved more than any of his Predeceffors, fo his Civil
Lift ought atleaft to be as grear as any of theirs ; and
the general Opinior was that Six Hurdred Thoufand
Pounds per Annnzm, bein gan evenSum, fhould be given for
that Parpofe.

Buteven this was not thought enough for fome Gen-
tlemens Purpofes, who by a new Feat of Legerdemain,
carried on by the Affiftance of an ancient and a dexterous
Member, (who knew how to ferve himfelfand the Court
by feeming to oppofe it, which I thank God is not the
Providence of any Perfons now) obtained a Revenue of
Seven Hundred Thoufand Pounds per Annum, to be
granted to the King for Life, and to be firft raifed out
of certain Funds, which produced a larger Sum, appli-
cable afterwardsto fuch Ufes as the Parliament thould
appoint ; which had this further Inconvenience alfo at-
tending it, that the Courtiers not being to receive any
Advantageby the Surplue were nor likely tu be very
folicitous what bec .me of it, provided the Fund given
produced enough to anfwer their own Demands, and
therefore might poflibly think themnfelves at Liberty to

ratify their Friends and Creatures, by charging it with
needlefs Officers, and indulging them afterwards in
making their Fortunesas they-could.

This Proceeding gave a general Offence, nor did the
Parliament long acquiefce under it ; but as foon as Lheg

an
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had a little manumitted themfelves from the Influence of
the Conjur ur’s Wand, dctermined to refume an Hundred
Thoufand Pounds per 4nn. of what they had anwarily
given, and not {uffer the Courtiers to riot in Luxury and
Corruption, whilft they were exhaulting their very Vi-
tals, and finking under the Load of their Debts and
Payments. This Refolution was not to be withftood ; fo
the Court Managers were forced to confent that Three
Thoufand Seven Hundred Pounds per Week fhould be
firft taken out of the appropriated Funds and applied to
other Ufes, and the Remainder, which was valued at
about Six Hundred Thoufand Pounds per Ann. was gi-
ven to the Crown, with ExpeCation that the Court when
it was their own would manage it better.

This was the Circumftance of the Civil Lift in King
William’s time, and fuch it was continued to Queen
Anne, who gave in one Year a Hundred Thoufand Pounds
to the Ufe of the War, maintained her own and Prince
George's Courts out of it, gave Fifty Thoufand Pounds per
Ann. to the Building of Blenbzim, as much more as
*tis faid fomewhereelfe, and the Managers are foully be-
lied too, if they did not find out extraordinary Recom=
pences for extraordinary Services ; nor do I remember
to have ever heard of any Defec in the Civil Litt, till an
ignominious Peace was to be ignominioufly defended, and
an Englifb Parliament was to be chofen to bring about a
French Revolution,

In order to thefe worthy Ends, we weretold, that the
Fands given for the Civil Lit had near produced the
Sum intended ; That the Queen had given the firft
Fruits to the pious Clergy ; not without proper Hints
befides, that the Fifty Thoufind Pounds per Auz. had
been punétually paid ; by which Means the Civil Lift
was much in Arrears, and that the Sum of Five Hundred
Thoufand Pounds was wanting, without which God
knows what would became of the Ch b and the
P r.

All honeft Men then faw and lamented what might be
the Confequence of fuch an Attempt : They dreaded a
Precedent which might and probably would be follow-
ed by every fucceeding Miniftry ; and then what muft

' be-
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beceme of the Kingdom, when the abufing of an old
Trutt is a fufficient Pretence for afking a new one ? Pro-
digailty isto be furnithed with new Means of rofufion,
and embezelling the Publick Treafure is a Reafon for a
Parliament to give more, to anfwer Purpofes which they
never approved, and perhaps will never know.

If the Nation fhall encourage the Exceeding of that
Income by paying them off, the Royal Revenue, and
confequently the Royal Authority, will have no Bounds
but will run behind again, in order to be cleared a-
gain, and fo create a new Circulation of Wantsand
Supplies, as if there were enough already, and we
mult ever hereafter give what any aew Miniftry
fhall shink fit to alk. A new and dangerous Method
of {queezing the Kingdom, when it had given almoft
its all before !

But fo it was refolved, for an extraordinary Occafien
required extraordinary Meafures, which were however
happily difappointed by his Majefty’s coming to the
Crown ; nor can it be wondered if in the firft Tran{ports
of a People juft refcued from Mifery and Deftruétion,
they thought nothing too much for their great Bene-
fattor. :

Notwithftanding our heavy Load of Debts, they gave
him a Civil Lift greater than any ot his Predeceflors, as
it was not charged with their Burthens, nor liable to
any Deficiencies, as King #illiam’s and the Queen’s
were.

King Charles the 2d maintained the Queen’s Court,
and his numerous Defcendants, outof his. King Fames
maintained his Queen’s Court, the Queen Dowager’s,
and the Princefs Anne's Family. King William main-
tained alfo the Princefs 4une, the Queen Dowager, and
the Duke of Gloucefler ; and Queen Anze, all which is
abovementioned ; whereas a feparate Revenue of an
Hundred Thoufand Pouuds per 4nn. is granted to the
Prince for the Appenage of himfelf and Family.

Nor was the leaft jregard had to his Majefty’s other
Dominions, -which might reafonably contribute to the
Support of their King’s Court, who henouss them fo
often with his Prefence, and leaves the mediate Heir to
his Crown amongft them, a

s
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As T heartily rejoice at this Zeal and Affe€tion thewn
to his Perfon and Government, fo the Intent of this Pa-
per is to make it as ufeful and advantageous to him, as
‘it is chargeable to his Subjefts, which will take off all
Pretences of new Demands in future Reigns, (for we are
fure of no fuch in this) and though they will be then
made in the Name of the Crown, yet may be afterwards
‘fquandred to fatten Horfe lecches by fucking the Hearts
Bloud of the People.

As the Crown never was, fo it’s ridiculous to believe
it ever will be better, for fuch irregular Supplies : The
Demands upon it will rife in exat proportion to their
fancied Riches, and the Weaknefs of the Miniftry ; Every
one will think he has a right to fhare in the Profit, who
has had a fhare in the Guilt, and endlefs Importunities
muft diftra& the Court, as well as exhauft the Nation.
Whereas a general good Hufbandry will foon put an end
to all wild and impertinent Solicitations: No one will
pretend to what no one has: Worthlefs Men will not
fpend their Subftance, in hopes to repair themfelves out
of the Kingdom’s Ruins; bur the Diretion of the pub-
lick Affairs will fall naturally into Hands, who have In-
tereft but in the publick Happinefs.

It muft have been an unipeakable Diffatisfalion to a
Prince fo famous thro’ the World for the Government
of his Family, for his Frugality in laying out his Reve-
nues, and known Qeconomy of all his Affairs in his other
Dominions, to fee People here fo overwhelmed with
"Vice and Fation, with Corruption and Prodigality, that
no Incomes will fatisfy them, no Gratification oblige .
them, nor no Principles influence them. How muft he
have been furprifed when he firft heard of a Cuftom in
the latter. Part of the Queen’s Reign, of hiring Men to
be preferr’d, and of giving great Sums to them to ac-
cept ‘of great Places ; as if there was any Office in
England could be filled but with one Man, and that no
other Perfon-could be found who would emhrace it up-
on the Motives ‘of its native Honour and Advantage;
Without doubt he made the Refle@tion, that {fuch Officer
was to abufe-and pervert the Authority of his Place, to
do Work which- he knew was unjuftifiable and unfafe,
znd therefore when he ventured his Head he was to be

confidered
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confidered and rewarded for his Boldnels and his Dan-

er. . :
k How much muft he have been amazed when he was
told of another Pratice then, of giving great Penfions
to Men of ,reat Fortunes when they were difmifs’d from
their Employments, and often for Crimes; That one
was to be rewarded for being turn’d out of a profitable
Oftice, and another for accepting it, and that the Nati-
on was to pay them both. Certainly he afk’d, if they
deferved their Employments, why were they turned out
of them ; and if not, why muft they have an Equiva-
lent? But the Myftery was unravelled when he was in-
formed, that dirty Work had been, and was ftill to be
done, and that no one who had once been in the Secret,
was ever to be difobliged ; That their Succeffors had no
Quarrel to their Conduét, but to their Places, and were
refolved to proceed in the fame Methods, and {o were
providing only for themfelves and their own Security in
Reverfion.

How muft he have lamented the poor Queen’s Unhap-
pinefs to be ferved by fo weak and corrupt a Miniftry,
that though her People, without regard to the heavy
Preflures they lay under, had given her a moft ample and
truly Royal Revenue to {fupport the Splendor and Mag-
nificence of her Court ; yet like .£neas’s Banquet it was
almoft devoured, or fnatch’d away by the polluted
Claws of obfcure and ravenous Harpies ; {o that whar
remained was {carce enough to maintain her | able and
private Expences, and fhe herfelf, like Tantalus, wasthe
only Perfon thatwanted in the midft of Profufion: When
he was informed that Part of it was eaten up by fupernu-
merary Officers of no Ufe to her State, or Service to her
Perfon : that more of it was fwallowed~by the exorbi-
tant Bills of Stationers, Gardeners, Builders of ali Kinds,
Officers of the Kitchen and Houthold, and many others
who claimed a fort of Prefcription to Roguery, and
would think themfelves injured if they could not wrong
the Crewn, and like Pellicans pull out the Entrials
of the Parent who fed and raifed them. But how much,
more yet muft ne have been aftonifh’d, when he was told
thar the greateft Part of his Revenue was lavifh’d in
Penfions, and given away to thofe who were not only

poflefs'd
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poflefs’d of moft of the great Employments in England
before, but had every Day new ones created for them,
without regard to any other Merit or Qualifications, but
knowing how to make a proper Application of two Mo-
nofyllables.

So wife a King could not avoid making the natural
Obfervations which refulted from this unhappy Conduét:

* Undoubtedly he pitied the Condition of Princes, who in
the midft of all the outward Shew and Pageantry of
Greatnefs are often encompafs'd, and I may almoft fay
imprifoned, by the moft ambitious and corrupt of Men;
that they muft fee with fuch Mens Eyes, and hear with
their Ears; that vertuous Men always are endeavoured
to be kept from their Prefence by fuch Milcreants, more
than an infeGtious Diftemper, knowing that Vice and
Folly muft fly before them, like Phantoms at the Ap-
proach of the Morning Sun. He knew well that as fuch
Infelts are raifed out of corrupted Matter, by the Heat
of a Summer’s Day ; fo they always fly and feek for new
Shelter upon the Appearance of a Shower, or the Ap-
proach ot the Evening Star.

In the profperous Condition of their Affairs fuch a
fervile Crew, like the Scum of fermented Liquors, will
rife uppermoft, and appear always in fight, haunting their
Courts, flattering their Perfons, indulging their Vices,
and promoting their Expences; whilt wife and good
Men, confcious of their own Virtue, and Abilities, will
expect to be fought after, tho’ are feldom enquired for,
till the Remedy is too late, and ’tis out of their Power
to help their Prince, and fave their Country.

He eafily perceived from what Sources fuch Mifchiefs
flowed upon the Queen and People. He faw that her
Miniftry by their Folly and Crimes had reduced them-
felves even to a Neceflity of bribing Men to do their own
Bufinefs, and paying them to ferve themfelves. Having
firft refolved to raife their own Fortunes upon the Publick
Ruios, and to facrifice their Prifice’s and Country’s Hap-
pinefs to their own Ambition and Covetoafnefs, they
were obliged to make ufe of the privite Interefts and
Paflions of Men, and endeavour to fubdue every Spirit
of Oppofition, and every popular Tongue upon any
Terms: They knew by Experience that a good Gitt

Veor. L. L would
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would foften an angry Heart, and a good Poft convince
a refrattory Enemy or a Publick Spirit, who by fuch
Means would roundly and readily come into Motions
and Meafures which before had appear’d monftrous and
- dangerous ; fome were paid for f{peaking, others for
holding their Tongues, fome for affiiting, others for not
oppofing : Nor did they value the Expence, knowing a
Bucket tull of Water thrown into a Pump will fetch up
all that is in the Well.

He then faw clearly the Reafon why the Nation had
never refented the moft exorbitant Offences, w/z. becaufe
the Miniftry would not make a Rod for themfelves, and
punith Crimes which they were refolved to commit 5 and
why anyMethod was never fincerely propos’d by them, or
thought of to reduce the national Expences, which were
the Harveft of the Managers, and the Mines out of which
they dug their Wealth.,  And ’tis indeed but too true if
there ever appear’d any faint or feeming Offer to eafe
the National Debts, it always terminated in a Jobb to en-
rich private Men, and encreafe our Burthens.

He faw the Folly and Ridicule of heaping up Places
and Penfions often upon Men, who muft have flarved if
they were to have got but Five Pounds by their Merit,
He was too well acquainted with Mankind not to know,
that the Clamours and Importunities of fuch Wretches
are endlefs and infinite; who never know what is fit
to atk, when they have to do with thofe whe do not
know what is fit to give; That fuch Demands will multi-
ply upon a Miniftry fafter than the Hydra’s Heads, and
the gratifying One will produce an Hundred.

Men who are contented in their own Obfcurity, when
they fee Worthlefinefs rewarded and bought up at a high
Price, ‘will putin their Claim too ; and think themfelves
upon a level in Merit with thofe that have none, and
fo ruin themfelves and Country in fpight, if they are
not gratified. When Penfions grow common, and are
promifcuoufly given to thofe who have deferved them,
and thofe who have not, the Demand and Application for
them will grow univerfal : Every one will efteem it a
fort of Contempt to him to be left out, and think him-
felf as well intitled, as another who is not intitled at all.
So that what is taken from the People’s Induftry, and

given
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given for rhe People’s Protetion will be fquandred away
to fupport Lazinefs, Prodigality and Vice, and the Bread
of the Children will be thrown to Dogs.

He muft have again condoled the unhappy Queen’s
Circumftznces, whofe foolith and depraved Miniftry in
the latter Part of her Reign had fervilely flatter’d and
co-operated with a few Male and Female Parafites, who
befieged her Perfon and poifoned her Ears, who were
every Day leflening their Prince’s Intereft with her Peo-
ple, and ungratefully facrificing their Benefattor’s Ho-
nour, Happinefs and Security to their own fordid Ava-
rice and infatiable Pride, by engaging her in Alliances
and Treaties unacceptable to her subjects, and by keep-
ing an open Market, and felling to the faireft’ Bidder
all Offices and Employments which were not as before
difpos’d of, and by that means perverting the National
Juttice, impairing the Publick Revenue, and adding great-
ly to her People’s burthens; for undoubtedly whoever
is vile enough {o to buy an Employment, will think
it Lawful to make the beft of it afterwardz, and will
ftick at no Methods to do it, when he is fure of Protec-
tion from thofe who have received his Money.

All this muft have made him refleét upon the Vi.
ciffitude of humane Affairs, and wonder at the Cor.-
rupion and Degeneracy of a Nation, fo famous through
the World for being tenacious of their Liberties, and
often defending them at the hazard of their Lives, and
every thing elfe that was dear to them ; that they fhould
be in his time funk fo low, and become fo contemptible,
that not one fingle Briton thould dare to open his Mouth,
and but breathe his Refentments againt thefe glaring and
exorbitant Abufes.

He certainly look’d upon this as an Opportunity put
by Heaven into his Hands, to acquire Reputation to
himfelf and do good to Mankind, and formed a gene-
rous and fteady Refolution to call up all our ancient Vir.
tue, and reftore fo great a People to themfelves, Almigh-
ty God cannot open a larger or nobler Scene to a truly
Great Man for the Exercife of his Virtues, than to fet
him at the Head of a corrupted People, that he mav
have the Honour of reftoring and reforming them, which

2 .
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is a Glory beyond all the gaudy Triumphs of fabulous
and imaginary Heroes.

But every honeft Man ought to give his Help too, to
this great Work, and to aflilt our Illuftrious Benefaltor
in his Generous Defign, and firft fhew our Gratitude to
him by endeavouring to lighten his Crown and make it
fit eafy upon his Head ; which can be only done by fup-
porting his Dignity in the Manper which will moft en-
dear him to his People.

As the Parliafient has given him a large and moft
noble Revenue, f{o it cannot be doubted from their
known Loyalty but they will do every Thing in their
Power to make it effectual to him, and render their own
Gifts compleat ; that he may receive what his People
pay, and they have the Pleafure to fee that they are
contributing to the Honour and Splendor of the Crown,
and not to the enriching of fome of the worft Men a-
mongft them, as has been the Cafe in former Reigns.

Indeed this Diftemper by long Habit feems to be
grown fo inveterate, and fo many private Interefts are
concerned in preventing the Remedy, that it is become
a Work equal to the Legiflative Power. Befides, the
Royal Authority ought always to be fcreen’d from the
Load of Envy and Anger, which will always attend a
Reformation of this Kind. As there are great Numbers
whofe Intereft will be affe¢ted by it, and their darling
Gain be at an End, fo thofe that undertake it muft ex-
pe all the Refentments which can be fuggefled by
Rage and Difappointment. :

Nor can this Regulation be expeéted from the Favou-
rites of Princes and the Followers of their Courts and
Fortunes : It would be Cruelty as well as Folly to hope
for fuch Affiftance. Intereftand Self-love will ftand in the
Way, and they muft hurt themfelves to ferve the Pub-
lick, and leffen their own Income to encreafe their Ma-
fler’s: But the Body of a grateful People can have no
Intereft but in their Prince’s Felicity, nor can they give
a greater Inftance of their Affection and Duty to him,
than to refcue his Perfon and Revenue out of Jaws which
would devour them both, if ever that fhould happen to
be the Cafe; nor can a Parliament of Englend do a

more
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more acceptable Aétion, or better recommend themfelves
to their Principals, againlt a fucceeding Election.

At prefent, I thank God, we have nothing to fear
from our induftrious, publick-fpirited and upright Mini-
ftry ; but confidering the ufual Jumble and Rotation of
Faltions in this Kingdom, who knows how long we may
be blefs’d wirh them ? Therefore we have Reafon to hope
from the known Juftice and Wifdom of our Reprefenta-
tives, that an effectual Method will be found out to hin-
der us from relapfing into the Calamities before com-
plained of, and which have proved fo fatal to both
Prince and People.

I am fufficiently fenfible of my own Inability to pro-
pole a proper Remedy for thefe Evils, and know well
that there are many others more equal to theUndertaking ;
which they have hitherto neglected either from Defpair
of the Cure, or worfe Reafons ; but I have fometimes
known a Patient given over by a famed Phyfician, and
cured by an Empirick.

It is one Degree of public Virtue not to defpair of
the public Happinefs. The Romans, the belt Judges of
Merit, received honourably a Run-a-way General, guia
non defperavit de republica : Many a State has been de-
firoyed by weak and worthlefs Inftruments, and why
may not one be faved by them? A Flock of Geefe once
faved the Capitol by their cackling. Therefore encou-
raged by thefe Reafons and Examples, I offer to the Con-
fideration of my Reprefentatives,

Firfl, That a Commiffien be eftablithed by the Le-
giflatare, who fhall be empowered to enquire by Oath
into the Abufes of Colle&ting and Managing every Branch
of the Publick Revenue, as well as of the civil Lift; to
examine into the fupernumerary and ufelefs Offices, as
well as exorbitant Salaries and extorted Fees; to look into
the Bills of the lower Officers of the Houfhold, of the
Builders, Stationers, Gardeners, with all the ravenous
Crew ; to fearch into the Penfions and the pretences for
granting them, and indeed into every Part of the Expence
of the Civil Lift except his Majefty’s Privy Purfe, and lay
this Enquiry before the Parliament in the fucceeding Sef-
fions, and under what Heads they conceive there may be a
Regulation of the Expence.

Ls Secondly,
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Secondly, That it be made High Treafon for any Per-
fon to pay, or any Member of Parliament to receive, in
truft or otherwile, any Penfion, Sum of Meney or other
Gratuity from the Crown, unlefs it be entered in a pub-
lick Office, with the Reafons for giving or granting it, to
which Office every one may have Admittance, and that
all prefent Penfions be refumed.

Such a Proceeding would be worthy of an Erg/if5 Par~
liament, worthy the Refpet they owe to their King, and
giving him a {ubftantial and truly Royal Income to him-
felf, inftead of making him a Nominal Truftee to receive
hiis Revenue only for the ufe of others. Thiswould be
doing it in the moft acceptable and grateful Method, by
taking the Odium to themielves, and leaving the whole
Denehit to their Prince.  ‘This muft be alfo moft engag-
ing to his Virtuous Minifiry, who will have the Joy and
"I'ranfport of feeing and fharing in a proper Degree his
Grandeur and Magnificence, without the uneafy Tatk of
their Predeceflors, (viz) of making new and ungrateful
Demands upon an exhaufted People. It muft be an un-
fpeakable Satisfaltion to them too, to be freed from the
daily and reftlefs Importunities of clamorous Pretenders
to Penfions, by having an Anfwer always ready in their
Mouths, which muft filence every impertinent and unrea-
fonable Demand,

It cannot therefore be queftioned but Perfons of their
Sagacity and tender Senfe of Virtue, muft rejoice and
heartily concur ina Deﬁ%n fo glorious to his Majefty, ad-
vantageous to his People, and conducive to their own
Honour and Quiet, and will undoubtedly give all private
and prudent Affiftance to it in their Power. Whata
Pleafure muft it be to them to fee, during their Admini-
ftration, their Country eafed of its heavy Burthens ; and
as it were, relieved from the Jaws of Death,and become
again a flourifhing and moft Potent Kingdom! All who
had the Honour to know them before they were wor-
‘thily advanced to their prefent Greatnefs, have heard
them frequently exert their known Eloquence upon this
Subje&t, and have Reafon to hope, indeed I may fay ex-
peét, that they will now make good their repeated Pro-
inifes,

As
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As to myfelf, who own many Obligations to their
Goodnefs, as well upon the Publick Account, as for a
very late Favour perfonally intended me, I fhall take eve-
ry Opportunity of acknowledging my Gratitude; and,
being {enfible I can no way make myfelf fo acceptable
to them,as by endeavouring to ferve myCountry,intend to
continue in the fame Method, and hope, in due time, to
lay before them, what Sums may be faved in the Collec-
tion of the Publick Revenues, as well asin the Expence.

I'believe it may be eafily made out, that the Manage-
ment of the Revenues alone in the late Reign, coft the
People more than the whole Produce amounted to in
Queen Elizeberh’s Time. And in this, I do not include
the immenfe Advantages then got by indire&t Means, in
all the Offices, and particularly in the Navy, which coft
the Kingdom many times as much as the Officers could
get to themfelves, not only by greatly enhancing the
Price of all Stores and Provifions, but in difcontenting
the Seamen, and driving them into Foreign Service,
without which it’s thought our prefent Enemies could not
have appeared upon the Seas.

At prefent I fhall put them in Mind only of the diffe-
rent Management of the Direftors of two of the City
Companies, and the late DireCtors for the Publick.

South-Sea Company.
Governors and Dire&tors fgoo
Treafurer —— 200
Deputy Treafurer 150
Secretary 200
Accountant — — 200
‘Two other Accountants — —— 250
Four Clerks —— 230
Four Treafurers Clerks 220
Houfe-Keeper, Door-Keepers and Beadle 180
Incidents about 600

In all not more per Annum than 8ooo

—

L4 Bank
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Bank of England.
£.

“Governor, Deputy Governor, and Direftors 4000
Secretary

200
Accountant 2¢0
One Cafhier —_— — 250
Three other Cafhiers —— 450
Other Clerks, about g5coo

In all fomething more per Annum than 10000

As I do not pretend to be exaé in the Computation a-
forefaid, fo I can be much lefs {o.in the fuppofed Profits of
the Exchequer Offices, for obvious Reafons ; and there-
fore I can only eftimate them at the reputed Values, in
which 1 am perfuaded I do not exceed the Truth.

Lord Treafurer _— 8000
Secretary 8000
Four 1t Clerks 6000
Auditor General — 8000
Clerks — — 3000
Tellers and Clerks — —— 10000
Pells and Clerks —_— == 30co
Remembrancers —_— —— 6000
Auditors of the Revenue — ———— 3000
Auditors of the Impreft —_ - 80CO
Pipe — —_— - 50C0
Other Officers — —_— §0Co
Incident Charges — = 15000

Inall gcooo
I thing it will not be denied, notwithftanding this
great difference in the Expence, that the Receipts and
Payments are greater in the Bax# than in the Exchequer ;
nay ’tis remarkable that moft of the Publick Payments
are now made at the Ban#, there being an Officer from
thence conftantly attending the Excheguer, ready to give
Bant Bills to all who have Demands of Money.  So that
many of the Offices there are now -become Sine-cures,
as others of them were before,
Before
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Before I conclude, I think myfelf obliged to do all
Right to the late Officers” of the Exchequer; and as 1
have without referve cenfured their Errors, {fo I ought
equally to applaud their Vertues, and to own that the
Revenue which paffed through their Hands was really
and in truth manag’d by Under-Clerks, at lefs Expence
than even in the Ban/ itfelf ; infomuch, as I am told,
the great Accounts of the Army, which amounted to fo
many Millions, as well as the Cuftoms, {Fc. were paffed
and checqued only by Deputy Clerks, with fmall Salaries
in the Auditors of the Imprefts Offices ? nay, it’s faid the
Frugality was then fo great, that the vaft Sums gained
during the laft War by the returning of the Publick Mo-
ney abroad were not accounted forat all; to whichhappy
Parfimony we owe the Dilcoveries of many of the bright-
eft Genius's of the Age, who in all Appearance might
have been otherwife buried in Obfcurity, and fo loft to
the World for want of proper Opportunities to exert
their great Talents.

Haud facile emergunt quorum wirtutibus obflat

Res augufia Domi.

B B B B B B D B R SEONR

A Learned Differtation upon Old Women,
Male and Female, Spiritual and Tempo-

“ral, in all Ages; whether in Church,
State, or Exchange-Adlley. Fery fea-
Jonable to be read at all Times, but ef-
pecrally_at particular Times. By 'T.
Gordon, Ef7;

Arno 1720,

T is recordedin the Memories of divers Story-Tellers
I in and about this Metropolis, that the >age and Elo-
quent Dr. Byfie/d, who goeta dbou, pourmg forun his
Divine Breathings in Cotfee-houtes, and preteating  his
Baoks Gratis to all who will pay him ior them : 1 fay,

Ls it
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it is credibly reported that the faid Dofor having a
Suit in Chancery with a certain Chymiit, and a venerable
Serjeant being of Counfel for his Adverfary ; he, the
faid Dotor, humbly moved my Lord Chancellor that
Mrs. Byfield, the Wife of him the faid Doéor, might
be allowed to anfwer and refute the Harangue of him
the faid Serjeant ; and mark the Reafon ! JSor (faid the
Dottor) fbe, My Lord, is an Old Woman too!

Whether this Requeft was granted, or only entered
upon Record, the fradition fayeth not. If the Chal-
lenge was not accepted, furely it is great Pity; feeing
that from a Match f{o natural, and a Contention fo E-
qual, much Elegant Entertainment would have refulted
to the Grave and Learned Brothers (or thall I rather fay,
Sifiersy of the Long Robe, who, during the Strife, muft
bave ftood ftrangely and equally poized in their Affec-
tions and Withes, as being equally allied to either Com-
batant. 1 haveindeed, heard iturged, by the Partizans
of the Old Woman in Petty-coats, that the Other in
the Coif, jealous of his Reputation, and doubtful how
the Iffue might determine the Prize of Eloquence, fled
the Pit, and left, inglorioufly, his Antagonift whetting
her Gumns, and mumbling Revenge. But the Learned
and Acute Sir ~ » Knight, Serjeantat Law,
does, with great Submiffron, conceive that this laft Claufe
of the Tradition wants Proof.

I'muft own it would have been exceeding Unnatural
and Unferiptural for Mrs. Byfie/d and the Serjeant to
have entred the Lifts againft each other, upon this Occa-
fion; or, indeed, upon any other whatfoever: Foraf-
much asis written in the Hundred Thirtieth and Third
Plalm, Verfethe Firlt ; Bebold how geod and how pleafant
itis for BRETHRE N todwell together in Unity :
And therefore it is my own private Opinion of this
Matter, that the whole Bench and Bar, taking it into
their ferious Confideration, as what might affe& them
all, offered their Mediation, and ftopped the Progrefs of
their pernicious Difference.  And in this I have the
concurring Opinion of and and
and and and with feveral Others,
all able Lawyers, and Parties concerned.

There
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There is a waggith Acquaintance of mine, who car-
ries the Analogy between Old Women and grave Bar-
rifters, further than, in my Judgment, Need requires
he thould. ¢ Don’t you obferve, fays he, that they have
the fame Enmity to Silence, and poflefs the fame Eternal
Wetnels of Beard ? Pray, difinguith, if you can, be-
tween Pleading and Scolding ; and, whatever you do,
mark that hobling Amble in their Gate ; that involuntary
Nod- of the Head ; that contra&ted plodding Forehead ;
that wife unmeaning Face, and thefe defolate Gums!
aud then, confefs the invincible Likenefs —— I would
furthermore put you in Mind of their Equal Tafte in
Drefs, and their Equal Refemblance therein — Black
Gowns and red Petticoats! two Colours, in which it is
hard to fay, whether my Lord 7 ¢ mimicks Granny,
or Grannymy Lord F—c¢! Granny moreover wears for-
ward ‘Night-Cloaths, and ties her Pinners, before to
hide a Bald-Pate; and Mr. Serjeant, and his Betters,
bury their Facesin mighty Periwigs, which inviron ei-
ther Chap, and lie, like comely Mares Tails, on either
Breaft— for why, they are only Hairy Machines to con-
ceal long Ears!” )

Atthe Affizes in Carmarthen-Shire, fome Years ago, a
Welfbman, who had never fecen fo fine a Shew before,
afked a Neighbour of his, who was knowing in thefe
Matters, ¢ What Shentleman was that upon the Pench in
¢ hur Cown, and hur Pelt, and her Plack Cap ? /#%y,
¢ marry, quoth.Morgan, bur is an Old Woman that takes
¢ bur Nap apon bur Cufbion, and then hur tells the Sheavry
¢ bur Tream.”

Itis plain from St. Paul, that Old Wives Fables were
currentand prevailing in his Time, and he warns St. 7i-
mothy, (the mof Revererd, the Lord Archbithop of E-
phefus,) againtt them; deficing bis Grace, to exercile himfelf
rather unto Godline/s. But notwithflanding that the Apo-
ftle’s Works are ftill read, tho’ chey donotfay a Word
of South-Sea Stock; yet Old Wives are in as good
Efteem as ever, and their Tales bear as good a Price.
There is particularly a numerous Tribe of Ancient Gen-
tlewomen, call’d Schos/men and Fatbers, who are reputed
a Company of Venerable Goffips, whofe Evidence may

be
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be taken in Trials about Noravich Crapes, wide-knee'd
Breeches, the Power of the Conftable, the Primitive In-
ftitution of Parifh-Clerks, the Decimation of Eggs by
Original Patent, Whoring, Scolding, and Court'fying
towards the Rifing-Sun ; and the like momentaus Points
between Men and Monks. .

But it is very true, that thefe old Bodies do often con-
tradit one another in their Evidence ; either becaufe
they know not the Truth, or will not fpeak it; both
which are frequently the Cafe . But here a ready
Expedient is offered ; for the pioxs Attornies who produce
them, modeftly rejet every part of the Evidence which
makes againft them, as forged or erronecus, and are plea-
fed only to accept fo much of the fame, as makes for
them, as undoubtedly genuine and walid. And if no
part of it will ferve their Turn ; yet we, thé Defendants,
are bound to believe that it does ; and that is as well. For
the pious Attornies above-written, claim, from Time im-
memorial, a Right to be Profecutors, and Judges, and
Witnefles ; at lealt, Witnefles for their Witnefles, in
every Law-Suit which they undertake. And, if we do
not acquiefce in all this a Lawyer of this Sort has told
us, what Sentence weare to expeét; even this, G d
mn you and yours to ail Eternity. (Tale of Tub
in 1270. p. 104.)

The Admirers and Followers of thefe old dufty Gof-
fips, are chemfelvesof the fame Charaéter and Predica-
ment; for, as the Saying is, O/d Women of all Religions
are the fame, We are not therefore to wonder, it we
find in the whole Breed, an equal Appetite for Flogging,
Hoarding, Backbiting, and Scolding. From Gammar
Aaron down to Gammar Satanafius, and from Gammar
Satanafius down to Gammar Becket, and from Gam-
mar Becket down to Gammar Laud, and from Game
mar Laud (keeping ftill in the {ame §e¢) down to Gam-
mar you find the felf fame Spirit, and the
felf fame Arts. The Multitude have been ftill bubbled,
and taught or {cared into the Worfhip of golden Calves,
or black Calves, or fome other forts of Calves: And
the fame Lying, Falfhood, and Cruelty, have gone on
in an aninterrupted Line of Succeffion, and uninterrupted
Submiflion.

It



upon Old W omen, - 28

It is marvellous and inco nceivable, the Stupidity and
Dunciblenefs of Mankind. <O World! when wilt thou
come out of thy Infancy, and aflume a Beard; and a
Mind worthy of that Beard! learn to defpife long Coats ;
reje&t thy Leaders and thy Leading-Strings; ftand upon
thy own Legs; be of Age; look round thee, and di-
ftinguith, at lat, Truthand Freedom from Reftraint and
Difguifes. But in Cafe, my deareft Child, that thou art
already fuperannuated ; as, confidering the Greynefs of
thy Head, and the Greennefs of thy Behaviour, I fear
me thou art; Then, O Reverend Granny, loft is my
Labour, and vain are my Inftrutions ! I will, however,
bear my Teftimony in thy Behalf, and fhew thee, with
the help of thy Spefacles, how thou art ever ridden by
old Women, thyfelf an old Woman !’

Queen Semiramis was the greateft King that fwayed
the Scepter of 4/fyria, and exceeded by far all that fuc-
ceeded her. She was indeed a moft valiant Man, but
very lewd, which is no Faultin Princes; what is very
common being very pardonable. To her fucceeded her
Son, King Sardanapalus the Queen, who from his Infan-
cy was an o/d Woman, and very naturally {pent all his
Time, and his Spinning amongft young ones. But for
all the Harmlefineis ot this He-Queen, he met an un-
umely Fate, and violent Hands were laid upon the Lord’s
Anointed, to the great Grief of all the true Churchmen,
that is the gesuine Worfhippers of Be!/ and the Dragou,
of thofe Days.

- Thofe who came after him were for the moft part like
him; and from Semiramis to the End of the Babylonian
Monarchy, which lafted for feveral Ages, all the Kings
proved to be of the Female Gender, except herfelf.
When the Monarchy was tranflated to the Medes and
Pcrfians, there wasbut one Emperor, and that was Gy-
rus, who happened to be a Man: All the reft were old
Women ; Creatures that lived in their Dining’ Rooms,
admired cheir fine Furniture, wore rich Brocades, play’d
with their Monkies, beat and bit and fcratched their Ser-
vants, and drank Cawdle, the Tea of the Time; and
in fine, faid and did, juft as do and fay our aged Countef-
fes in tother End of the Town. B

T At
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At length the Magicians, or Priefts of the Effablifbed
Church of Babylon, having great Intereft at Court, and
Encouragement from the Prince, knocked him on the
Head in Return for his Love ; and, by the Murder of
his whole Race, and further Cruelty and Craft, feated
themf(elves in his Throne, and yet kept the Murder and
Ufurpation a Secret from all the World, for fome Time,
But the reigning Conjurer being, like the reft of the
Tribe, given to Wenching, a Miftrefs of his was directed
by her Brother, who fufpected facred Roguery, tofearch
his Majefty’s Head for Ears; and upon Inquiry, fhe
found he had none. For, it had happened, fome Time
before, that the whole Order had their Luggs lopped off
for fome pious Pranks by them play’d.

Upon this Difcovery, the Grandees invaded the Royal
Palace, alias the Royal Brothel, and put all thefe o/d
Women, that is to fay the Clergy, thatis to fay the Ufur-
pers, to the Sword. So here ended the Reign (tho’ not
the Roguery) of thefe confecrated Monarche, or fpiritual
Sovereigns, or Pagan Popes, or cropped Prelates, or Re-
prejentatives of ’s Perfon, or, &c.

Proceed we next to the Eletion of a new o/d Womasn.
For, the Lineal Entail was broken in the Murther of
Adam’s Heir at Law, by the Babylonian Parfons ; tho’
fome of their Brethren fince have pretended to pagch it
together again, Impoffibilities being of no Weight in the
Schemes of Magicians.

In this EleQion one Darius carried the Diadem by the
Merit of his Stone-Horfe; which Stone-Horfe, had it
not been for the Folly or Pastiality of the Nobiity,
ought to have mounted that ‘I'hrone; and then might
have been alledged, what now cannot bealledged, namely
that once in a Century aCreature of fome Manbood filled it,

1t is the Opinion of that able Critick and Cabbalitt,
Rabbi Nick Nack Ben Dry Pate, that the Hiftorians are
all Lyars and Dunces in the Account rhey pretend to give
of this Matter ;. For, fays he, Iavill lay an even Wiger
of fifty to One, that when the Crown of Perfiavas, by a
Vote of the judicious Houfe of L ds there, hung
upon a Nag’s Nofirils, awhofe Neighing awas to create a
Mafler of Mankind, and declare the Lord’s Anointed 3

Darius did not adk by the Craft of his Groom (avhich /i:
’ h the
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the Opinion of Ctefias, Berofus, Plutarch, &'c.) but by the
Counfe! of his Chaplain, awho advifed him, as foon as ever
he came to the randying Ground, to Bray with all bis
Might ; and if you take this Method, added the fage
Do&or, and Bray awith becoming Vebemence, by G
LIl wenture my Soul upon it, you are Monarch of the Eaff.
For, continued his Reverence, in fuch a Hudy and Dif-
cord of the Paffions, as awill neceffarily fill ewery Breaf
upon fo great an Occafion, who awill diftinguifb Chefnut’s
Voice from your Lordfbip’s Voice, or a F Srom a
Pair of Bag-pipes? Rabbi Nick-nack adds, that Earl
Darius finding this Expedient the eafieft and moft na-
tural to him of all the Expedients in the World; when-
ever he found himfelf upon the Place of Trial, clapped
his Finger to one Noftril, and brayed with t’ether, with
{o bewitching and fo Roya/ an Accent, that the whole
Houfe of Nobles then prefent whipped off their Hats,
and bowing with their Faces to the Earth, as if the
Chaplain himfelf, or an Altar had ftood in their Way,
cried out with one Accord, O King Darius, /ive for evcr.
He was then taken and crowned, being firft -anointed,
and having taken an Oath to defend the Rights of the
Clergy and Convocation ; the A rchbifhop performing the
Ceremony, the Reverend Dr. Tygris reading Prayers,
and the Chaplain aforefaid preaching the Sermon, which
was ordered to be printed by bis Majefiy’s fpecial Com-
#and ; and he had the firft good Living that fell.

So eafily are Kingdoms earned, and by fuch certain
Signs and Criterions does Heaven point out the Perfons
of Princes; who, being of Divine Inflitution, the Di-
vine Will muft, in the Cafe before us, be exceeding
clearly conveyed through the Snout of a Horfe, or of
an Afs; avery ufual Vebhicle of Infiruction, in all Ages
and Climates !

"But as every old Woman that totters under a Crown,
rulesor {colds, or blafphemes, or murders, or burns, by
Divine Appointment; fo the old Women, alias Em-
perors of Perfia, continued to plague Mankind, and
Mifgovern, as Heaven’s Lieutenants, till Alexander the
Great, who in the Beginning of his Reign, was indeed
a King of the Mafculine Gender, came with all the
Viclence of War, as Heaven’s Licutenants alfo, to de-

- tuone
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throne and put an End to them: For he that was
ftrongeft always happened to have the Divine Authority
on his Side, contrary, and yet agreeable, to the Ortho-
dox Syftem.

Vitriz Caunfa Diis placuit.

Alexander himfelf foon degenerated, and, before he
arrived to the Flower of his Age, grew an old Woman,
like the reft; became wonderfully addited to Scolding,
and doated upon nothing but fine Gowns, and Citron
Water.

His immediate Succeffors refembled him ; they were
at firft Men, and at laft Drivelers ; and, for thofe Kings
who fucceeded tbem, they were old Wives from their
Cradles.

There never was, in all the Eaft, a braver Race of
Men than the 4mazons, whofe Queens were alfo the
bravet of Kings. Tamerlane too happened to be a
Prince of a Male Genius; bat excepting as before ex-
cepted, there has {carce ever been known fuch a Cha-
raéter as a King in all the great Continent of 4fia, tho’
abounding in Monarchs. Their frequent exercifing
of Craft and Cruelty does in no degree determine them
Men ; the fame being alfo exercifed, though in a {fmaller
Meafure, by Crocodiles, Wolves, Kites, Adders, and
the like Emblems and Patterns of fuch Imperial old Wo-
men as play the Devil by Divine Right.

But thefe Royal Vermin, who {ucked the Blood of
their Subje&s, and were the relentlefs Foes of Man-
kind, became all, in their T'arn, the Booty and Vaflals
of the Romans, who knocked them on the Head or im-
prifoned them, or {fuffered them to enjoy a precarious and
flavith Sovereignty, jult as they had behaved themfelves.

The Romans were a Nation of Men, and Friends to
their Species, Lovers of Liberty and Defpifers of Life,
when thefe two Bleflings were incompatible. They pro-
pagated Politenefs and Laws; and hunted dewn Tyrants
‘and Barbarity, where-ever they came. They taught
Mankind to diftinguifh between manly Obedience, pro-
ceeding from rational Confent, which is the Allegiance
of Sutzeds; and involuntary Submiflion, extorted by

h S Fears
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Fears and Force, which is the Lot and Condition of
Slaves.

Their Religion was of a Piece with their Politicks,
and part of them. The Civil Magiftrate was either the
Prieit himfelf, or the Prieft was prompted by him ; and
the only Piece of Prieficraft which the old Repnblican
Clergy pradtifed, was to lie laudably, by the Dire&tion of
the Magiftrate, for the Good of the Common-wealth.
The Hands of the Government were not tied up from
encouraging publick Spirit, by the paultry Fear of a-
larming the Ecclefiafticks. Every Principle and every
Agtion, which promoted their prefent Liberty and Prof-
perty, was lawful, virtuous, and religious, in the Eyes
of that noble Feople ; who had no Idea of the En-
croachment of Liberty upon Religion, or of the Church’s
clathing with the State, or of the Creature’s contending
for Superiority with its Creafor. Thefe were Monfters
yet unborn, and Abfurdities as yet uninvented, which
lived not till Liberty was dead, and till e/d #omen fuc-
ceeded Heroes.

- The” Romans preferved their Liberty fo long as they
preferved their Virtue. At laft Ambition and Bribery
feized the Senate Houfe, ‘and were followed by every evil
Art and every wicked Purpofe : The Corruption began
at the Great, who fpread it among the People, and de-
bauched them in order to enflave them. Shews, Farces,
-and Mafquerades, made them idle, and depending upon
thofe who gratified them with thefe fine Sights and Diver-
fions. At long run, their higheft Ambition was to live
and fee Shewws. In the End, being fully purged of all
Senfe of Virtue and Freedom, the whole Romaz Pecple,
who had cor.quered the World, and polifhed it ; they
who had depofed Tyrants, and fet Mankind free, became
themfelves an eafy Prey to a Traitor of their own raifing.

Men have been, and are, generally taught (from their
early Youth) to admire and reverence the Firft Cefar:
At which I am aftonifhed ; for he was one of the moit
wicked and bloody Men that ever the Earth bore. He
ftuck at no Villany, no Vilenefs, no Deftrution, to gain
his Ends, and ruin his Country. Omnium Feminarum
Maritus, & omnium Virorum Usxor, is the leaft worft
CharaQer that can be given of him, If he was fome-

times,
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times guilty of Mercy, it was from no Tendernefs of
Heart, or for any Righteous Durpofe ; but purely to
catch Gudgeons, and make his Tyranny popular. In
thort, Fulius Cefar, like moft other Conquerors, is en-
tituled, in an hambier Degree, to that fort of Glory,
which is due to Belzebub, for daring the Almighty, and
defacing the Creation.

Thofe who fucceeded him in the Ufurpation of Rome,
were for the moft Part fuch an execrable Race of Ver-
min, that there is {carce any other Charaer to be given
of them, than that Emperor and O/ i#oman were Terms
fynonymous ever afterwards.

The Emprefs Claudius deferves particular Notice. She
left the Empire to the Adminiftration of whatever Perfon
happened to be moft in her good Graces, for the Time
being : And (o fometimes her Wife was Queen, and fome-
times her Footman; while the good Woman Claudius
herfelf turned Author, and {cribled, and gormandized,
and got drunk, every Day of her Life. Nec temere un-
guam Triclinio abfeeffit nifi difientus & madens, {ays Sue-
tonius. Juft like the Learned and Valiant Monarch of
another Country, I mean Queen Fames the Firjt of Mag-
nagaftar ; who, bating her Averfion to Tobacco, was
as true an O/d Woman as ever driveled, or tippled Ge-
neva. Queen Fames was alfo a Royal Benefa&tor to Grub-
fireet, and Prefident of the Learned Society there. She
writ Books, and made Speeches, and was greatly Subje&
to the Loofenefs ; which laft I take to be the true Reafon
why the learned Queen Fames’s Performances fmel/ but
little of the Conjuror; feeing that it is obferved by Mr.
Locke in his Treatife of Education, that they avho are
wery Loafe, have feldom firong Thoughts.

lgehol{:l. here, 'é curic{fls [feader,g a full and true Cha-
ralter of our prefent Writers upon moft Subjects! even
becaufe they write with empty Bellies, or with Pills in
their Bellies ; and therefore our Preachers and Poets do
confefs, in their Prcduions, the Slipperinefs of their
Guts. Lamentable Cafe! that amongft all the Legions
of the Learned, there is hardly to be found one fhrewd
Coftive Fellow,except myfelf, and my Admirers.

This Malady of the Guts is alfo produttive of per-
nicious EffeCts amongft Statefmen and Crown'd He;g‘s:.

T
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Her late Majefty took Phyfick that very Day upon which
the Signed the Treaty at Utrecht ; and it was obferv’d
that all the while it was making, her Miniftry went fre-
quently to the Little Houfe. And indeed it is well
known, that during the laft Three Years of her Reign,
Dr. dr——th——t was conftantly about her, either by
him{elf, or Proxy; that is to fay, either the Phyfician,
or the Glifter-Pipe was in daily Practice. The late D—
of O was taken with a ftrange Griping of the Guts,
when he was in Flanders, which lafted all the Time he
ftay'd there, and was the untoward Reafon why he de-
ferted the Allies.  But notwithftanding this, it is thought
his late Grace would never have run away from England,
had not a Right Reverend Son of the Mitre, for his own
Righteous Ends, perfuaded him that he looked pale, and
beg’d him in all Love to take a Purge; he follow’d the
Ghafily Adwice; and behold its Operation ! The very
next Day he ftarted from his Clofe ftool, mounted his
Horfe, and gallop’d away, as falt as if Fack Ketch had
been at his Heels, and never halted till he came to the
Pretender, who is himfelf a poor Laxative Knight as
ever wore a Garter, and has a Court moft miferably af-
flited with the Bloody-Flux.

There is a confiderable King in Exrope, who has been
troubled with Agues, Loofnefles, and Evil Counfellors,
for two or three Years : At laft he was prevailed upon
to take Affringents, and turn off the Cardinal ; and now
all is like to go well with him again.

As to ourfelves ; God be praifed, we are bleffed with
a Set of Able, Coffive St—{f—m-n, who have not gone
to Stool thefe three Years, except as hereafter is ex-
cepted; that is to fay, when they preferred——and —
and —— and ——and ——czm multis aliis ; as alfo when
they entered into a with and —- (¢, as
likewife when they declared that they had no Intention
to repeal ; as alfo when they negletted to ——
and — and and and —— and — and ——
and —— ; as likewife when they contrived how to fi-
lence ——; as allo when they quarrel’d with ——
and and ; as likewife when they formed a
Scheme to gain fuch a vaft ; as alfo when they
agreed to give up —— and ; as likewife when they

were
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were entering into a Coalition and Concert with—— and
and ¢ As alfo when they encouraged ——and
——and—and ——.

Were Ito go over all the Jtems and Exceptions, 1

fhould never have done ; and fo I turn my Foot into my
firft Path, and proceed with my Differzation upon O/d
Women.
_ To Queen Fames {fucceeded another Queen; I mean
he who was nick-named the Confzfor. Like King, Lke
Counfellors ! this fucking Monarch gog him a Wife, and
yet went ftill in Leading-Strings : Mother /% //iam Laud,
and Madam the Duke of Buckingham, who had been his
Father’s Miftrefs, were his Governors, snlimited and un-
controulable.

The Kingdom grew athamed and weary of being go-
verned and opprefled by fuch a Grizze/, and {fo pulled
her out of her £/boaw-Chair, and never fuffered her to fet
her Breech-in it afterwards ; tho’ fhe tried all Means
whatfoever, fometimes fcolding, fometimes befeeching,
fometimes tricking, and fometimes hiring Bullies to fight
for her. :

After a long civil Contention for Liberty and Domi-
nion, which I pafs over in Silence, becaufe it was be-
tween Mex and Men, who do niot belong to this my Sub-
je& ; come we, in the next Place, to the riotous Reign
of Queen Sardanapalus the I11d. who negleéted God and
Men to drink French Wine, and play with French Harlots
and Lap-Dogs. There began then to be a great Decay
" of Sobriety, Virtue and Manhood ; and nothing triumph-
ed but the Excife, Fornication and the Church.

Aftera long Reign of Luxury andFeminine W eakneffes,
Queen Sardanapalus departed this Life, by the pious
Affitance of the Priefts and her Brother the Princefs
Yames, who mounted the Throne, and fhewed herfelf.
as errant an O/f H'ife as ever fhook a Sceptre. .

She, e’er fhe had well broken the Coronation Oath,
which fhe had not yet taken, taking into her ferious Con-
fideration the obvious Infirmities of her Sex and her Un-
derftanding, put herfelf, the firft Thing fhe did, under
the Guardianthip, and abfolute Direction of an old Har-
lot at Rome, famous for her ftinking Breath, and her tri-
ple Night-cap. Then her Majetty went on, likca Crea-
) tare
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ture {uperannuated, as the was, to play firange Pranks,
fome ludicrous, and fome mifchievous. She worfhipped
Wafers, pretended to devour her Mediator, and claimed
a Right to eat vp her People. Nobody would take her
BRond for a Groat ; and fhe herfelf owned that her Qath
was not worth a Rufth. Asfhe was an Old Woman her-
felf, fo fhe acted by Old Women ; and particularly, fhe
gota Jewry of Old Wives in Long Coats and Coifs, to
prenounce a Verdi&, that /e might lawfully and inng-
cently do awhat Mifchicf and Wickednefs fboe would : And
fo faid the Sacred Sifters of the Surplice; alledging that
every Old Gentlewoman wearing a Crown, had a Di-
vine Charter from God to refemble Satan as much as the
pleafed. . ‘

Queen Fames, encouraged by all thefe fine Speeches,
let loofe his Inclinations, and devilized with all his
Might.  But, as he was driving furiouily over the Life
and Limb of every Subjeét that ftood in his Way, without
any Refiftance, which was prohibited by the Corvocation,
he unadvifedly galloped over a Neff of the Wayaward Sif-
ters aforefaid, and took away the Articles of their Club,
This hurt and provoked them damnably. For, though
they are the moft patient Creatures upon Earth, when
Evil befalls others ; and will upon that Occafion urge the
Santlity of Submifion, with wonderful Zeal ; yet {uch is
their mortal Antipathy to Saffering in their own Perfons,
that, upon any Trial of that Kind, they {eem to be the
only People upon the Globe, to whom God has given
lealt of the Grace of Refignation,

Queen Fames now fotind that this was their true Spiri.
For, though they had themfelves pointed out to him the
very High Road to Oppreflion ; yet no feoner had he
given them a Royal Gripe, but they fet up their Apofto-
lick Throats, and yelled fo loud, that they were heard all
over the Kingdom, and roufed the Multitude from all
Quarters to their Afliftance ; that very Multitude, whom
they had, a few Days before, been infatuating into the
Difpoﬁtion and Acquiefcence of Slaves, they had now the
Art and the Impudence to animate into Rebels, in their
own Senfe of the Word. B

The manly Part of the Nation, and Lovers of Liberty,
took Advantage of the Phrenzy of the Prince, and the

Animofity
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Animofity of the Wayward Sifiers, to frighten Queen
Fames into a Nunnery,and to feta Kizg upon the Throne ;
the only One they had feen there, fincg the Days of King
Befs, of manly Memory.

The Wayavard Sifters, finding that they had now in
Reality got a King owver them, and not a Queen under
them ; which laft had been their Lot and Felicity for near
a Hundred Years ; and perceiving withal that the King
would not kneel to them, or put his Power and Scepter
into their Hands ; they grew devilith outrageous and tur-
bulent. The firft Thing they did, in their Anger, was to
vote themfelves forfwern ; for, {lap-dafh. they firipped the
King at one Pull, of his Diwine Right,and made a Prefent
of it to the excluded Queen Fames, from whom they had
alfo rent it in their Wrath, a Month or two before.

But, in Spite of their Craft, and Difloyalty, the King
kept his Crown ; and in Spite of his Mercy and Merit,
they preferved their Averfion and Malignity.

A Bueen came next ; and, with her, Profperity and a
Kingly Gowernment, for feveral Years ; which once more
difappointed and provoked the Wayward Sifiers, who
yelped as bitterly as ever ; but yelped unheard, till her
Majefly grew o'd and into a Refemblance of her Anceftors;
and then all Things went Topfy-turvey, and the Way-
auard Sifiers flourifhed and rejoiced. But juft as they were
in full Cry, and daily ExpeQation of their Hereditary
Old Woman from Abroad, the other at Home drop’d, be-
fore they could bring it to pafs ; and the Kingdem gota
King a Second Time, and il keeps him, notwithftand-
ing all the Struggles, and Sedition, and Praying, and
Counter praying, and Preaching, and Drinking, and Ly-
ing, and Swearing, and Forfwearing of the Wayward
Sijters, in order to fend him Home again.

It is indeed agreeable to the Ambition and Self-love of
the Wayward Sifters to hate Kings ; for a Monarch that
refolves to be a Man, will never put himfelf under the
Dominion of O/ Women, nor gratify their Spleen :
Whereas, when a Queen Reigns, the Wayward Sificrs
are all Kings. Behold the Reafon of their prefent Rage {
The prefent Monarch does not touch their Roaft, nor
their Boil’d ; their Sack, nor their Sherry; their Copy-
Holds, nor their Peter-Pence.  On the contrary, he g}ilves

! them
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them all good Ufageand Encouragement, he prefers the
Worthy, and is not fevere to the Worthlels. But all
this pleafes not the Wayward Siffers 'They cannot
impofe upon their Prince, nor pifs upon the Laws, nor
opprefs the People, nor prey upon Scrupulous Con-
fciences, nor be forfworn with Succefs. Thefe are their
great Grievances ; or, if they have greater, [ wifh they
would produce them. If his Majelly would but pleafe
to condefcend to their modeft Demands, and be led, like
their Pupil, or driven like their Property ; he might make
Beggars or Bacon of his Subjects, and welcome: Nay,
Divine Authority would be belied, and Scripture mif-
quoted, to fupport him init. But as he behaves himfelf
at prefent, he will never be the Favourite of the #ayward
Sifters.

I have thus, with great Labour of Body and Brain,
fearched into the Records of Time, and given my at-
tentive Reader an edifying Abftraét of Univerfal Hiftory,
of which I have thewn O/d Women to have been the
Principal Heroes.  1f we look now into the Difputes and
Tranfattions between Nation and Nation, we fhall af-
furedly find that they ever prevailed, or mifcarried, ac-
cording as they employed Dcn or Old Women in the Ma-
nagement of rieir Affairs Civil and Military.

And not to go too far backward in this Difquifition,
let us only remember with what a different Spirit and
Succefs the Affairs of France were conduéed by that
Court Forty Yearsago, from what the Affairs of another
Court were, which fhall be namelefs: And the Reafon
lay here ; The French Minifters wore Beards, and the
B--t/b Minifters wore Petticoats ; choice Guardians of
the Nation ! Who, whilft they were fupported in their
Avarice and Merry-makings, from St. Germain’s, cared
not what bccime of their Country, or of Europe, or of
Chrittianity .

In the Miatters of Peace and War, the Cafe is juft the
fame. In the laft War, for Example, againft France, a
Male General was employed, and under him a Race of
Men; and they hewed down all Oppofition: Neither
Stone-Walls, nor Entrenchments, nor Numbers, nor the
Danger of the Church could ftand before them : Nor
could Rivers or Louis-d’Ors retard their Bravery. They
fiormed Towns, they routed Armies, they eat Fire, and

did
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did every Thing with a Mafeuline Air: Alas! what
were a Hundred Thoufand Frexch Girls, whether Nuns
or Soldiers, in their Hands ? And for Half a Score Ma.
refchals of France, they confidered them as only fo many
dancing O/d #Women on Horfeback, with Feathers in their
Caps, and Diftaffs in their Hands, who never miffed be-
ing kicked Head over Heels, and fent to Paristo get
their Wigs new-powdered ; which yet did not mend the
Matter.

It is thought, if theWar had continued, that Madame de.
Maintenon would have headed the Army inFlanders, and
secruited it with feveral antiquatedBelles,and theNymphs
of St. Cyr:This filled all the Heroes atVerfailles with burn-
ing Envy, and they all brigued againft her going : But it
is thoughe thatall their Politicks would have failed them,
had they not luckily reprefented to the Grand Monarch,
who was every Day growing Lefs, the Invincible Louis,
who was every Day beaten, the Immortal Man, who was
dangeroufly JI// of a Fiftula; that if he made bis Old
Nurfe 2 General, he would have no Body to tend his J/-
Sue bebind.  This made great Impreflion upon him ; and
fo Goody Villars was appointed Commander in Chief, in-
ftead of Goody Scarron. As foon as fhe came into the
Field, fhe gave out {colding Speeches how ' {he would do
{everal Womanly Exploits. But the was well paid for
her prating, and forced to run to fave her Life.

This was the unequal Strife during the Courfe of the
War between Swords and Didlaffs.  But when Things
began to look towards an Accommodation, the Tables
were quite turned.  Frazee which hitherto had fent old
‘Wives for Warriors, appointed Now wigourous Men for
her Negociators: And ancther Kingdom, which, to its
deathlefs Glory, had employed HEeRroES to fight, did to
its endlefs Infamy, employ old Women to treat ; wretched
toothlefs, impotent Old Women, who, had their Luck
been of a Size with their Brains, muft have born the
Parith Badge! The lively and ingenious Fohn of Lap~
land, and the able and accomplithed Thomas Lord Speli-
awell,are a Brace of hopeful Statefmen ! And yet with all
their Zeal and humbleCompliances,they had not the com-
mon Capacity to fell the Honour of their Country, e\fzen

after
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af"er others had prought it to Market for them, without
the Affiftance of Prompters.

To come now, towards the End, to fpeak of my own
Country, of which I have not hitherto faid one Word ;
I am forry to fay, that the Increafe of O/ Wormen graws
marvelouily greatamongftus. It is moreover grievous to
confider, by what heavy and contemptible Inftruments
this fhameful Changeis wrought. Lo! our Evil cometh
from the dull Heart of the City, and we are enchanted
by a fupid Kennel of Stock-Jobbers, who cheat us out
of our Money and our Sex, and then ftand God-fathers
to us, and, by way of tender Derifion, chriten us Bus-
BLES !

Let us, my Brethren and Countrymen, either properfy
and patiently put on Petticoats ; or refume our Manbood,
and thake off this fhameful Delufion, this filthy Yoke,
put upon our Necks by dull Rogues from Forathanr's 5

~plodding Dunces ! who carry their Souls, if they have
any, in their Pockets; and who, if you take them out
of the Alley, have not the Underftanding of Carmen,
nor the Agreeab'enefs of Baboons.

I fhall conclude this light Paper with fome Thoughts
of a grave Nature, and dwell for Two or Three Pages,
upon a Subjet which gives me infinite Delight ; I mean,
the prefent Concord between St. Fames's and Leicefler-
Sfelds,

An Effay upon the late Union of the
Whig-Chiefs.

HE Reconciliation of our Two Courts is of

fuch happy Confequence to the Nation, and the
Royal Family, as muft be highly pleafing to all Mer who
love either. ~Differences of this kind are nothing rare ;
but they generally have publick ill Confequences, and
weaken the Hands, and embarrafs the Wheels of Governa
ment. I thank God, the late one has produced more
Coldnefs than Violence, and more Talk than Terror.
Vor. I. M It
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It is to be prefumed, that no‘hing was done on either
Side during the Breach, which may occafion painful
Pangs, or angry RefleQions, now it is cured. I douht
not but the Union is as fincere, as I wifh it lafting.

Tho’ Ialways looked upon the late Mifundeiftanding
as a great Evil ; yet, now 1t is paft, Ido.not know whe-
ther fome Good may not.comeof it. Itwill have fhewn
the /7higs that they are much miftaken, if upon every
Fit of Spleen or Difguft, they think to meet a Refource
among the Tories, ‘who are not ufed to give any Quarter,
much lefs Shelter to Men who will but part with a Piece
-of their Principle. He who goes over to them, muft
not go halting.  If they have a Mind to goto Reme, or
the Presender ; it is not enough that you do not
oppofe them, or even that you with them a good
Journey :If you do not go along with them, and ac-
company them to the very laft Stage, you.do nothing.
A Vote and a Speech now and then will not ferve them ;
they mufthave all your Votes, and 2ll your Speeches,
otherwife you will never be Joved nor trufted :

It will alfo have taught the Tories, that the Whigs,
however divided, are ftll too many- for them, and can
Afubfift without f{neaking Compliances, or dangerous
Coalitions with them.  There have been but few In-
ftances, of late, where they have been fuffered to exert
that Spirit of Oppreflion,.which is infeparable from them;
and fewer, I hope, of their being offered Seats near the
Helm. The Principle of a 7#%ig, and that of a Faco-
bite,are fo oppofite and heterogeneous, that there can be
no other Mixture or Comprehenfion between them, but
that of the One’s devouring the Other. Every other
Proje& for reconciling them, is Madnefs or Knavery,
and there is not at prefent the lealt poflible Pretence for
it; which I take to be none of the leaft Bleflings atiecd-
ing the prefent Agreement. )

The #'hig Intereft is again united, and for ought I
know, the more ftrongly for having been difunited. It
is therefore a happy and unexceptionable Seafon for doing
all thefe neceflary  publick-fpirited Things, which are
wanting for the Eftablithment of #higgifm, but which
were prevented by the late Roprure. I hope it will now
be enquir'd, whether our DUniverfitiesare not the SYELY

inks
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Sinks of Sedition, and of every wicked Principle ; und
whether enjoying as they do, at the Nation’s Cott, Eaic
and Abundance, they donot pay the Nation, in return,
with difaffe@ted, flavith Do&rines, and poifened Youth.
Let the Univerfities remain but unpurged, and the Faco-
bites may fneer in our Face at every other Scheme of ours
for our Security.

Princes are always refpected Abroad, inproportion to
‘their Strength at Home.™ Itis not to be doubted but this
our Domeftick Unanimity will raife our foreign Credit
ftill higher, and make the Peace with Spain, which feems
to linger, go on with greater Alacrity and Eafe; and it
is reafonably hoped, that hereafter we fhall be more up-
on the Square with ourgood Allies, bothin the Admini-
ftrations of War, and in the Negotiations of Peace, than
our Circumfances have hitherto fuffered us to be.

I therefore congratulate my Countrymen upon the
prefent happy Pacification and Unanimity. It will make
us confiderable to our Friends, and formidable to our
Foes. It willenable us to avow, prote&, and cucourage
every publick Principle; and leave us without Excuie,
if we difown or negle&tit. It will render every Oppo-
fition impotent, and every Shift and Procraftination {can-
dalous. It wil! ferve to fhew, whether our paft Omif-
fions and Trimmings were founded upon real Weakvefs,
or {leevelefs Pretences ; and Whether we wanted Power
or Inclinations to bid Defiance to Craft and Corruption.
Here are publick Grievances, and hereis a Call and an
Orpportunity to redrefs them. Here are Enemies in oar
Bofom, and here is a fit Occafion and Capacity to quell
and difarm them If we are in Earneft, the Succefs
is fure. In this Cafe tofucceed well, is only to mcan
well ; and nothing but felfith perfonal Regards, can ob-
ftru& the publick Good, which therefore, we hope, will
not be obftru&ted ar all.

We may prefume, thatno Man, who calls himfelf a
Whig, will make Delay or Difficulty, to come roundly
into every Scheme which will bring Advantage to his
Country, and Honour to himfelf; we may particularly
expedt that no Man who bears that Character, will oppofe
or poftpone the Scouriug of thofe Nefts of Pedants,
who fill the Kingdom with Locufts and Difloyalty ; who,
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by their execrable Pofitions and Example, have diffolved
all the Ties of Confcience and common Honefty ; who
have fanctified the hellith Sin of Perjury, and tacked
Fame and Reputation to Sedition and Rebellion. They
have been heaving at our Conflitution, railing at Liberty
Civil and Religious, and poifoning the Nation Time out
of Mind: So that I cannot fee how we can any longer
peglet putting a Stop to this popular Contagion, with-
out giving up the firft Law of Nature, thac of Self-
Prefervation and Self-Deferce.

The Profpett I have of the Cure of this great Evil,
gives me Joy, as the Continuance of it has often given
me Sadnefs ; and I amufe myfelf with the certain Ex-
pectation of a new and agreeable Scene.  What I have
faid may probably appear warm Language; but it is in-
tirely the Effe&t of publick Spirit, and of my own pri-
vate Judgment. God knows, I have ne perfonal Ani-
mofity towards thefe Men, who, as to their Morals, de-
ferve Pity ; and as to their Genius and Produétions, are
below Contempt: And as to their Income and Circum-
ftances, no Body envies them their Plenty and Idlenefs ;
nor are we demanding a Reformation of Gluttony and
Lazinefs. All that we contend foris, the taking away
of their Stings ; we will tolerate them to be Drones, but
cannot aliow them to turn our World upfide down.

USES TS USRS U U5 U LTSS TS

Confiderations offered upon the approaching
Peace, and upon the Importance of Gi~
braltar #o the Britith Empire, being the
Second Part of the Independant Whig.
By T Gordon, Ej/g;

Anno 1720,

HE former Part of the Independent Whig appear-

‘ ed abroad about the Time the Peerage Bill made its
Exit in the Houfe of Commons : What awere the fecret Mo-
, : tives
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tives for that Bill, or avhat hopeful Ends avere to bawe
been Jerwed by it, I do not pretend to explain, nor indeed,
Sfor the Eafe of my own Mind, do I careto guefs ; becaufe
it is a Caje of Confcience with me, and a flanding Maxim, '
to fpeak no Il of the Deceafeds I foall thercfore only fay
avith Mr. Dryden, De mortuis nil nifi bonum ; Peace be
wiih the Manes of the Bill.

I am awilling to think there awas no Intention to engage
us in a Nortkern War, inorder to ferwe Purpofes directly
in the Teeth of the At of Settlement of the Crown; or if
there avas any Juch, I am perfuaded it is now laid afide,
and therefore 1 hawve alfe laid afide my Purpofe of confider-
ing the Confiquences of fuch a Har, as I promifid in iy
lafl.

“The Age of killing Monflers is long fince paft and gone,
and theve lives now neither @ Hercules nor a Thefeus, ro
Subdue Hydra's ana Dragons; and 1 fbould be forry to fee
my Countrymen rewive thoje Ages of Knight Errantry, and
arrive at fuch a Degree of Quixotilm, as to range over
the World in queft of Adventures, and to become the Right-
ers of Wrongs, and Redreffers of Injuries, through the
awhole Univerfe.

Ir avould indeed be a greater Piece of Romantick Gal-
lantry, than any thofe fabulous Heroes ewer underteok, for
a Nation living at fo great a Diffance, to throw away an
Adwvantageous Trade, and engage in an impradticable War
againfi a Power guarded two Thirds of the Year avith Ice
and Snow, fortified with impregnable Towns, which avill
be covered with numerous Armies, and no ways to be at-
tacked bur with Troops marching from diftant Countries,

- awithout Magazines, without Forage, and aitkout Pay,
unlefs W E fupply them s and this teo awithout any Profpcét
of Advantage accruing to ourfelves, but only to ferve the
Interefls of another State, and to preferve a Country of no
Concern to us; the whole Value of awhich, if every Foot
of Ground in it was to be fold, wwould probably not pay the
Charge and Lioffes of one Year's War.

As this is too wild a Thought to enter into the Mind of
any Englith Man, fo I conceive it unneceffary at prefent
to fay any more of it ; and thercfore I hawe in this Second
Part confidercd a Queflion which is more the Objet of our
prefent Hopes and Fears, viz. What awould be the Confe-

‘ M 3 quence
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" quence of delivering up Gibraltar wpon any Confideration

avhatfocver,

1 delign to continue this Paper aveekly, in a Half-Sheet,
awhich avill firft appear on Wednefday, the zoth Day of
this Month, in awbich I fball meddle avith Politicks only oc-
cafionally, my principal Intenticn being to expofe the Ma-
lignity and Danger of certain Principles, awhich prewvail
200 much, and I avifp I could not Jay, are too little dif-
couraged.

L bepein this Undertaking 1 fhall be fuffered to build upe
avith the fame Impunity with awhich others are fuffered to
pull doon,

I own there are Methods, avbich, if pra&ifed, avould
prove sauch more cffcGual than mine, and root out that Di-
Jeafe avhich I can only refift.  In themean time it fhall be
vy Care to fbew the Neccffity of fome fuch Methods, by
Jhewing the Danger we are in awbile we avant them.
When Dottrines are ovowedly fpread, that flrike at the
Peace and Liberty of Mankind, it is the undoubted Right,
and Duty of cwery Man, to guard himfelf and others a-
gainfithem 5 and it is as much the Duty of Gowernors to
preforoe their Suljedts from rhe Contagion of fuch de-
Siruétive Principles, as from: Force and Invafions.

TFz Felicity of the Pecple is the End of Magifirates;
and all Arts and Prallices that leflin that Felicity, call
Jor their Correftion and Cure.  Now 1 defy the Wit of
Man to reconcile the Happinefs of the World to many of
our High Flying Tenets; on the contrary, awbere-cver they
prevaily Iawill undertake to fleaw, That the fevereft Mi-.
Sery, even brutifb Ignorance, abjef? Slavery, Pouverty and
Wickednefs, do alfo prevail. I never looked upon an armed
Hoft ta be half fo terrible as an Army of afpiring Eccle-
Siafticks. The former may be repulfed by Strength and Bra-
wery, abhich fignify nothing againft the latter, awho make
your own Heart confpire againfl you, by filling it acith falfe
Terrars.  Dominion is the Word, Sercwitude the Duty, and
Damnation the Penalty.

Till therefore our Superiors fball be at leifure to put a
Sfinal Stop to the Groawth of thofe Principles that infatuate
the Multitude, and undermine our Conflitution, I, who am
So uufaﬂ?ianalzlz’ a Man as to kave more Concern for the Pub-
bick, than Confideration [or syflf fland wup an Advocate

Jow
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Sfor the Rights of Mankind, to expofe thofe Claims thar
controdic Reafon and the Gofpel, and bring Contempt upor
the Clergy. :

Lconfi)s this Subjedt has been largely difcuffed by feveral
Hands, avho avere cqual to the Undcrtaking, and made
Truth triumph over Falfbood. Foremoft iz the Liff (or in
any other that could be made on this Occafion) [lands the
Bifbop of Bangor, a Champion for Truth, and a fore Ad-
wirfary to all that hawve been hers. His Encmies have
confefled their Impotence and Defeat in their Recourfe to
Invention and Caluinny 5 and hawe attacked his Reafoning ;
and bis Reputation, ‘with egual ill Fortune and Malice.
Notwithflanding avhich, they bave gone on,and flill go on,.
and neither Modifly, Remorfe, Shame, nor the RcfleGion
upon their own repeated Oaths and Subleriptions, can di-
ter them from [preading their Poifon every Day, in every
Place, and upon every Occafion.  So that they make it ne-
ceffary to repeat the Antidote, otheravife they avill call Si-
lence Conviction, and interpret a Contcmpt of them and
their aild Performances, tobe an Acknowlcdgment of their
wild Principles.

Lam far from pretending to equal, much lfs mend, avhat
bis Lordfbip has done.  But my Dcfign is to flart ncaw To-
picks, firike out meww Tracés, and throww the fame Subjec?
into new Lights ; in doing which, I fball frequently uje a
Freedom, andmanner of Stile not common, perbaps not per-
mitted to Men in Holy Orders. '

I bope to giwe the Difpute a neaw Turn, and'inflead of &
long Train of confequential Arguments, to reduce it to a few
Jelf-ewident Propofitions, whick I fhall endeawour occafion-:
ally to embellifb «with agreeable Incidents : The Rewerend,.
Right Rewverend, or moft Reverend Docor,. fball awear a
a Fool's Cap if he deferves it, though it bappens to be a
Cardinal’s : Befides,” many will read a Half-Sheet avha:
will not read a Volume.

In this great U.dertaking Ihope to have Aid from foms
better Hands, and as the Subjedt is now pretty avell. unders
Slocd, 1expel?, and fhall be ready to receive any cafual Af-
Jflance that may be [ent me, referving to myfelf the Liber-
tyof altering (if it require Alteration) and adapting it ta:
my, own Defign, of awhich Imuft be allowed to be- the pro-

M4, percfd.
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pereft Fudge.  Whocwer therefore avould correfpond awith!
me, may diref? to the Independent Whig, az M. Roberts’s
the Publifher i# Warwick- Lane.

As to the Propagation and Succefs of the Weekly Paper
abevementioned, I can do no more than beflcw upon it my
ciief Labour and Study ; and for other Helps and Support,
it mufl rely on thofe awbo like it,

1 hope no one awill think me fo fooliff as to cxpcé? Encou-
rogement from thofe ahbo ought to give it, and as Ido
not pretend to bear the Charge of Printing fuch a Paper my-
Jelfy Jo the Continnance of it muft depend upon the Encou-
regument it receives from Abroad.

S the Difmiffion of Cardinal Alkerons from the
Court and Councils of the King of Spain, and the
Hopes of an approaching Peace, engage the Thoughts
ar.d Wifhes of every Man in England, who has any Love
for his Country, or laments the prefent State of our
Debts and Taxes ; fo I efteem it not only the Right,
but the Duty of every honeft Man, to offer to his Supe-
riors fuch Confiderations as he conceives may render the
Peace advantageous, and make us fome Recompence for
the Profufion of Wealth it bas coft the Nation, at a
Time too when we were load:d with fo many Millions of
Debts. :

Tt will be a Sevice alfo to the prefent Miniftry, by
wiping off any malicious Charge, if any fuch there be,
of their having run into an unadvifed and foolith War.
If the War was neceflary (without which it is inexcufable,
notwithftanding the great and furprizing Succefs which
we have had in it) no doubt the Conditions of Peace
will be fuitable, and demonitrate, that without a War,
we could not have had them. What we gain by the Peace
will juftify the Expences of the War ; and we fhall have
new Advantages of Trade, and new Fortrefles and Se-
curities to defend thofe Advantages. If we have not
Poffeflion given us of fcme Ports in the #¢fi-Indies, the
Ifland of Majorca ought at leaft to be added, for the
Support of Port Malon, and a competent Tradt of Lard
ought to be annexed to Gibraltar, for the Convenience
and [viaintenance of the Ganifon, as is ufual x(n l(ike

afes,
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Cafes, and ought to have been done at firft. At prefent
they have not a Foot of Ground about it, either for
Gardens or Pafture, but they are coop’d up within their
Stone Walls,-and left to make_the beft of their enclofed
Rock.

Without fuch Conditions and Securities all Treaties
fignify nothing, and may, and probably will be broken
as fbon as made. Here we can expett no help from
Allies and Guarantees, who will always emulate, and
privately confpire againft the great Naval Power, ard
growing Trade of England, which is the Envy and Terror
of the World. ‘

I would indeed be glad to know what Advantages, or
even Performance of Articles England has ever reccived

_from her good Allies ? "Tis true they have often done us
the Favour to accept of our Help when they wanted it ;
and I am told, fome of them have threatened to accept
it no more, unlefs we give it them upon their own
Terms. But pray, how has the Favour been return’d to
us? What has the Emperor done for us, in Recompence
for all we have done, and are ftill doing for him * Unlefs
in the Help he gave us laft Year againft the Pretender
and his Madam. Or what Affiftance have the Darcb af-
forded us in this Expenfive, and as we are told, neceffary
War ? Have they not eat the Bread of Quietnefs and
Security, while we have been running into Perils and Bat.
tles for them and all Europe # They have lain fill, eafing
their Country of publick Burthens, whilit we have been
encreafing ours ; they have grown Rich by the Trade
which we have loft, and, ’us faid, have even fupplicd
our Enemies with the Materials of War, to fight againft
us. And yet 'tis certain, that they are as much (1t not
more) interefted in the Balance of Europe than we are, as
they are nearer the Danger, and have not Seas to guard
them. As to the Balance of Power in the North, they
are much more concerned than we, not only as their
Trade thither is vaftly greater than ours, but as they have
no other Source of Naval Stores; whereas very little
Wit and Honefty would fupply us with all we want from
our own Plantations. Whilit we have been wafting our
Strength, and our Subftance, and lofing our Traffick,
they have lain fill, and continue to lye ftill, accepting,

M s and
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and retarning Compliments from, and to the Courts of
Spain and of the Czar, and are juft ready to receive all
the Advantages of the Rxfian Trade (which at the Re-
volution they were in full Pofleflion of)-whenever we fhall
be mad or foolifth enough to throw it away. And what
Afliftance thefe our kind Allies gave us in the firft Rebel-
lion againft his prefent Majefty, and in the late terrible
Spanifb Invafion, we fhall be better informed, when the
Accounts relating to that Affair are fully flated and balan-
ced.

Sure we fhall not be always the Cullies of Britain !
Our Allies muft and will make us fome Amends at laft,
for all which we have done for them; and they have
now an Opportunity of doing it, by getting for us fome
of thofe Advantages which they have received from our
Friendfhip.

It was an old Obfervation of Philip de Comines, con-
cerning us Engli/bmen, That we have ever loft by our
Heads avkat ave bhawe gaincd by our Honds, and hawve al-
aways given up by Treaty what ave had won by the Swword.
The Reafon which he gives for this isia very good one.
He fays, That all our great Men avere in Penfion to the
Kings of France. Morfieur de #itt does perhaps mean
fomething like this, wken he fays, That car Court has
been alavays the mofl thicvifb Court in Europe. However,
I do not find but that whatever Barga ns our Minifters
made for, or rather of, their Country, they generally
madc very good ones for themfelves, at leaft to the beft.
of their Skill.  Dunkirk was not delivered for nothing,
nor, I dare fay, the laft Peace made without the Con-
trivers finding their own Account in it, whatever their
Country fuffered.

But thefe Things are pafs’d and gone, and God has
now fent us 2 Miniftry who will mend all thofe Faults
which they were the firft to condemn. The Intereft of
the Publick is their Intereft. They have no fecret Par-

~ poles to ferve by dark and fhameful Treaties. They
have no new Revolutions to bring about, nor can they
difguft their own Party by ating freely and boldly for
the Good of their Country, which is not the Cafe of the
Heads of another Party. In fine, they have no defperate
Game (o play, to defend them from the Effects of de-
' fperate
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{perate Meafures, nor have they, like the others, been
trapanned and outwitted by France, nor have ungenerous
Advantages been taken of their Credulity, when they had.
engaged themfelves and their Country beyond. Re-
treat.

We may therefore well expetthat our prefent Peace--
Makers will, by the Advantages which they procure:
for us, reproach the Negle&, Ignorance, and 1reach-
ery of the laft. There is nothing that the moft fanguine-
Imagination can form, which we may not hope at the
enfuing Treaty, from the fingular Part which we have:
taken in this War. We ftruck the firlt Blow, and have:
ever fince purfued it with great Ardor and Expence.. We:
have beaten and deftroyed the Enemies Fleets, infomuch.
that the poor Remains of their great naval Strength can,
at prefent, do no more than fkulk in their Ports, and hide:
themfelves in Corners. We have procured noble Ad-
vantages, and even Kingdoms to our Allies. Add to
this, that we eatered fingle into the Strife and the Dang--
er. The Regent indeed moved to our Aid a good while
after, and the Darch not at all,. tho’, as has been before
obferved, more than equal'y engaged by all the Ties and
Motives which could engage us, at leaft by all thofe
which we have yet avowed,

How abfurd therefore is it,. for any one to-furmife ow
fear, that we fhould receive the Cond:tions which we
ought to give, purchafe a Reconciliation at the Price of
all our Vitories, and buy a Peace wher we may com-
mand it?

It 1s an undeniable Inftance of the Innocence of our
great Men, and of their Contempt of the poor Efforts of
their Enemies Malice, that they took not the leaft notice
of a Pamphlet publifhed laft Year with a pompous Title ;
it was called, 7he King of France's Declaration of War,
&c. which dire@ly undertakes, in Pages the 2gth and.
34th, to procure from the King of Exgland the Relliturion
of Gibraltar to Spain.

They knew very well that fo wild a Calimny could
make no Impreffion upon any jodicious Man,. and they
laugh’d at the Simplicity and Malice of others, and gave-
them leave to play with their own Folly: They knew
very well that a. Fortre(s conquered by the. Fleets and:

Asmaies,,
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Armies, by the Blood and Treafure of England, and
folemnly yielded up by Treaty made with Exgland, be-
came Part of the Eng/i/b Dominions, and {ubjeét to the
Legiflative Power ot Englend, and could not be difan-
nexed but by A& of Parliament; ard confequently, any
Agreement to deliver up fuch a Fort to an Enemy, is
High Treafon within the Statute of the z5th of Edawward
the Third; and to give it to any one elfe, is one of thofe
High Treafons referved by that A& for the Judgment of
Parliament,

They knew too that ne Pocket Agreement is of any
Force in England ; that we are bound by no Treaties but
what are folemnly entered upon Record ; and-every one
might fatisfy himfelf that there wasno fuch there.

However, as the bare mentioning of fuch a Thing,
though without the leaft Ground, has Thunderftruck
many honeft, though timorous Men, I fhall endeavour
to undeceive them, by fhewing, it is impoffible that
any virtuous and wife Miniftry, as we all know oursare,
can ever hereafter fall into any Meafures fo fatal to their
Country ; and this I fhall do, by fhewing, the Advantage
and Importance of that Part to the Sovercignty of the
Seas.

The Town of Gibraltar is built upon a Rock which
reaches a League into the Sea, and was formerly called
one of the Pillars, or the ne plus ultra of Hercules. 1t is
joined to Spain by a {fmall Neck of Land, which being
narrow and plain, may be eafily cut through and fepa-
rated from the Continent, {fo as to form the whole into
an Ifland; ard it is undoubtedly true, that a Mole may
be made at a moderate Expence, capable of holding
Thirty large Men of War. '

It lies within a few Leagues of Tangicr, in Africa,
and commands the Mouth of the Streights. It fees all
Ships that fail from the Mcditcrranean to the Ocean, and
thither, and confequently makes it impraticable for any
other Nation to Trade there without our leave, but by
the Protedtion of fuch Fleets and Convoys as will make
any Trade unprofitable ; at the fame Time it proteéts
our own Trafhick, and furnifhes Store-houfes either for
War or Commerce, and a convenient Place of Refrefh-
Juent to our Ships in their Voyages to and from Africa,

\dtaly,
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Iraly, the Levant, and fomeiimes the Eaf and Wef-
Indies,

It gives us the Means of carrying on a private and ad- .
vantageous Corimerce With Spain, notwithftanding all-
the Prohibitions they can make, or Precautions they can
ufe. It lies at Hand to intercept their Eaf? and Wefi-India
Fleets with the Spoil and Riches of both Worlds: 1t fe-
parates and divides Spain from itfelf, and hinders all Com-
munication by Sea from the different Parts of their Do-
minions, and confequently muft keep themin a perpetual
Dependance, and put them under a Neceflity to court
our Friendthip, as well as fear our Enmity : [t gives us
an Opportunity to pry into all their Meafures, obferve
all therr Motions, and, without the moft ftupid Remifnefs
on our Parts, renders it imprafticable for them to form
anyProjefts, or carry onanyExpeditions againtt us, or our
Allies, without our having due Notice.

It deftroys any Attempts to Naval Power in France,
which can never be formidable at Sea, whi.ft Gibraltar
remains in our Hands. It hinders the Communication
between their Ports and Squadrons in the Ocean and the
Mediterrancan : It makes it impoffible for them to fup-
P'y their Southern Harbours with Naval Steres either for
Building or Repairing of Fleets ; of which they were fo
fenfible laft War, that as foon as Sir Gearge Rook had
pofleffed himfelf of it, they faw themfelves under # Ne-
ceflity to lay afide their ufual Caution, and dare him in
open Battle, and not meeting the Succefs they hoped for,
the very fame Year, to the unfpeakable Prejudice of their
other Affairs, befieged it in Form, aud loft a French and
Spanifb Army before it, and never afterwards appeared
with a Fleet upon the Seas again during the whole War,
but fuffered their great Ships to moulder and rot in their
Harbours, for want of the Means to fit them out a-

ain,
¢ It will give us Reputation and Figure in thofe Seas,
which are always rewarded with Power and Riches. It
will oblige all Nations who Trade in the Mediterranean,
or have Empire there, to court our Friendthip, and keep
Meafures with us. It will Awe even the Courts of Rome
and Conflantinople, and make them afraid to difturb or
provoke us, It will intimidate the Piratical States, \;he
waen
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when they fee Vengeance {o near at Hand, will not«
dare to difturb our Trade, whilt they are defiroying that.
of all others. Thefe Advantages arc immenfe, and will
give us all the Carriage Trade of the Mediterrancan,
whofe Merchants muft make ufe of our Ships when they
find it not fafe to venture in any other.

But we are told, the keeping it is a great Charge to.
us, Strange furprizing Inftance of our wew Frugality,
and good Hufbandry ! That we, who for Thirty Years.
together have rioted in Millions, and ’till Heaven blefls*d.
s with the prefent Miniftry, never minded what we gave,
nor to whom ; we, who drain’d the Exchequer, and
mortgaged the Nation, fhould now, froma Principle of
Saving, facrifice the fole Fruit of all our Expences to pre-~
vent a Charge, which s but equal to that of a few Ufe-
lefs Penfions ! Thank Heaven, from lavithing Millioas,
we are grown Thrifty in Pounds, Shillings and Pence.

. But how comes it to pafs that this was not thought
on before? We have been at a prodigious Expence in
fupplying it with Garrifons, with Military Stores, with
Prov.fions, and in defendirg it againft a vigorous Siege ;.
All which might have been faved, and without doubt very
many Advant#ges, and a round Sum (befides the Con-
traltors licking their own Fingers) might have been fti-.
pulated for the Nation, if the leaft Hint had been given
that it was to be difpofed of.

However, 1 own good Hufhandry never comes too-
late, and I hope it will go a little further, and that we
fhall contract the Publick Expences of all kinds, cut off
and retrench unnecefiary Gflices, Salaries and Penfions,.
pay off, or leflen the publick Engagements, and refcue
the People from the Opprefions of their rigorous Debts
and Payments, which have near exhaafled the Vitals of.
the Nation, and without a fpecdy Remedy, wili {oon bring
it into an incurable Confamptic..

It is alledged that Por¢ Malen will anfwer all the Pur-
pofes of Gibraltar, and therefore there can be no Ufe in.
keeping them both. The contrary te which muft be
evident to any one who but looks into the Map, for the
Ifland Minorca lies many Hundred Miles farther up to-
wards the Gulph of Zyons, and in Truth, out of the

Road of all Ships Trading to Sicily, the ddriatick, the
e " Levant,
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Levant, or Africa. Itis fituated at fuch a diftance from
France and Spain, that the greateft Fleets can efcape un-
obferved, unlefs we keep perpetually before their Ports to
watch and purfue them, which is exceeding dingerous,
if not impra&icable in thofe Seas. We fhall be out of
the Way of all Intelligence, and if we fthould by chance
have it, in all LiKelihood fhall be too late to take Advan-
tage of it; befides, I am told, thereare but few Winds
with which Ships can get in or out of Port Mahon, and,.
when they are once there, the Paflage is fo narrow that
a very {mall Squadron can keep the greateft from failing
out.

But I think nothing is plainer, than that it will be ex-
ceeding difficult, if not impoflible, to keep the Ifland of
Minorca without the Pofleflion of Gibraltar, at leaft it
will be more expenfive to us than both are now; efpe-
cially if France and Spair fhould join again; which
Event, I think, we ought to keep always in View, for
then Gibraltar will be the only Refource we have to-
carry on any Trade in the Mediterrancan, and to prevent -
the Union of the French and Spanifh Flects with themfelves
or each other.

All the Objeétions (and many more) which I have be-.
fore made, againft the facility of a Communication of
the different Ports of France and Spain with one another,.
will be ftrenger againft us; for they have others, near to-
Gibraltar, where Fleets may lie fafe, and have a chance
to efcape us, by catching at favourable Opportunities, and
the Advantage of Winds ; whereas we muft run all Ha-.
zards, and truftto our Strength alone, without any Har-
bour to retreat to, in cafe of Storms or other Acci-
dents. :

What Means have we of {ending Naval Stores and:
Recruits to our Garrifons, and often Provifions for them,.
without a Port to prote& us during a Thoufand Leagues.
Sailing ? Portugal will not be fuffered to receive or res
lieve us, and then we muft run the Gantlet by fingle
Ships, with fcarce a Chance to efcape, or fend Convoys
upon the fmalleft Occafions, capable of fighting the u-
nited French and Spanifb Power ; which will be attended
with fuch Difliculties as muft be allowed unanfwerable

' Arguments
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Arguments in the Mouths ot a corrupt Miniftry to fell
that too, when a fair Chapman appears.

But it is not only my own Opinion, but that of much
better Judges, that thefe Two importact Pofts might be
kept with little Charge to England, even without bal-
lancing the Advantages we receive by them : Methinks
it fhould be worth the Thoughts and Leifure of a B:itz/b
Parliament to atk a few Queftions concerning them, (viz.}
Upon what Foundation they fland ? What becomes of
their Revenues ? Whether applied to the Benefit of their
Governors, or to the Publick ? What ProteQion the Peeo-
ple there meet with, and what Civil Government is efta-
blifhed amongft them. and how the Military interferes
with it? I doubt not but thefe Queftions will be anfwer-
ed to Sarisfaction, and the Direftors of our Affairs, when
the publick Occafions will give them leave to open their
Schemes, have Propofals ready to lay before our Repre-
{entatives, which will make thofe Towns, and the Ifland
belonging to one of them, as ufeful to the Publick as
they have been kitherto to their Governors, and fome o-
thers. I am perfuaded, if they were made Free Ports,
where all Nations might find Encouragement and Secu-
rity, they would foon grow fo Rich and Powerful, as
in a great Meafure to pay for their own Protweétion.
Gibraltar lies much more fortunately for Trade than
Lcghorn, which ftands out of the Way, and ina Corner;
and yet, I am told, the fingle Advantage of a Free Port
renders that Town one of the greatelt Articles in the
Grand Duke’s Revenue.

This is the Circumftance, thefe the Advantages of our
keeping the Pofleflion of Gibraltar. Qur Enemies, and
our Allies too, know them, and, 1 doubt, dread them;
and, I thank God, the Nation knows them. And that
we could have had no tolerable Succefs in the laft or
prefent War without this Town, therefore I cannot fuf-
pect that fo wife and honeft a Miniftry will take any
fuch Step without the Advice of Parliament.

We ought not to be fuprized if the Nations of Exrope
and A4frica fhould with it in Hands lefs potent at Sea,
and who would confequently enjoy it more harmlefly to
its Neighbours ; It muft be undoubtedly terrible to any
People ywho would be our Rivals in Trade or Naval

‘ Power,
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Power, or indeed to any State that afpires to Empire,
which can never be accomplifhed without Flee:s as well
as Arm'es. .

But fure we are not fallen into fuch Contempt with
our Enemies, our Neighbours, or our Allies, nor can
they bave fo mean an Opinion of our Senfe and Difcern-
ment, and the Integrity of our Statefmen, as bat to hint
fuch a Thing to them.

If we part with Giéraltar, to what Purpofe have we
made War? To what Purpofebeftowed great Sums, and
gained great Victories ? Have we beat the Enemy, and
forced them to beg Peace, and yet muft bribe them to
accept of it? Have we conquered, and fhall they give
Terms, and get Towns by lofing Battles? Or, if we do
not part with Gibraltar for the fake of Peace, pray
what Confideration are we to receive for the fake of
Gibraltar 7 Sure we do not make War only for our
Allies, and leave our Allies to make Peace for us; and
Peace, and War, are not both made at our Cofts and
Charges,

We have given no Jealoufy or Offence to our Allies,
in applying any Part of our Force to the #eft Indies, or
in feizing and planting Countries there, as the French have
done, but have aéted a faithful, expenfive, and hazardous
Part for our Allies ; and while our Ships of War have
been employed for them, our Merchant Ships have
fallen by Scores into the Hands of Pirates, for want of
fufficient Conveoys. Our whole Guinea Trade has been
loft this Year by that Means, there being, as I am
told, not one Man of War to fpare, from the Service
of the Confederates, to defend it. Our Trade in every
other Branch of it, fuffers not a little from this Fidelity
of ours to our Foreign Friends. I fay nothing of toe
prefent State of our Manufalures, and of our Poor;
it is too mournful and too manifeft.

Hasany Eng/ifh Miniftry ever prefumed to propofe te
the King to deliver up the Dutchies of Bremen and Ver-
dzz in Order to procure a Peace in the North, to fettle
the fo much dcfired Balance of Power there, and to pre-
vent the Charge to Exgl/and of fending out annual Fleets
at a very great Expence ? And yet, it is faid, his Ma-
jelty, before the latt Treaty with Szveden, pretended n-lo

Title
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Title to thofe Countries, but a Mortgage from a Prince;
who had ro other himfelf than Conguelt.  And daies
any one to propofe to a Brisifb King the delivering up
to a bafled and fubdued Enemy, the moft important
Place in the World to the Trade and Naval Empire of
England, theKey of the Mediterranean, the Terror of
our Enemies, and the beft Pledge of new Friendfhips,
and this too after we have undoubted Title to it, to
which thofe Nations are Guarantees, who have the
greatelt Intereft to wreft it out of our Hands ?

But to whom fhall this great and moft important Con-
ceflion be made? Not to a provoked, vanquithed, and
inveterate Enemy, to enable him to revenge the Affronts
he has received : It cannot be in Compliment to the Em-
peror, for whom we are conquering Kingdoms and Pro-
vinces ; nor to the Dusch, who would not move to our
Afilitance, but have laid ftill taking Advantage of our
Misfortunes, and emjoying the Fruits of our Labour
and Expences: Much lefs can we fuppofe it fhould be
done in Favour of France. :

I confefs there are many Reafons why they fhould de-
fireit ; but they are unanfwerable Reafons too why we-
fhould hear fuch a Propofition with Horror. Ewvery true
Euglifp Man muft tremble at the growing Power of
France, to fee it, like the Phanix, rife young, frefh,
and vigorous, out of its own Afhes: *Tis a terrible as
amazing, to behold a defpotick Government in a few
Months poffeffed of the greateft Credit which ever ap-
pearedin the World, and to clear itfelf of an Hundred
Millions of Debt, without paying one Penny ;. and this
done too, not by any A& of Power, but by the Confent
and Applaufe of the wkole Kingdom. New Fleets are
building, new Armies raifing, new Countries planting,.
new Provinces conguering, whillt we nave been loading
the Publick with new Debts, Salaries, new Penfions, and
no Method as yet propofed, (I will not fay thought of}
to eafe our Burthens.

Sure thefe can’t be Reafons to take fuch.a Thorn out
of the Foot of France, and to remove fuch an Obftacle
to their Gre:tnefs: The enterprizing Genius of that
Nation is as well known, as it is formidable to all its
Neighbours, bat in particular tows. I would atk, i’_n,

cale.
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cafe of 2 new Rupture, what Refource we have but in-
our Fleets, and by the help of Gibraltar, to make itim-
pralicable for their Squadrens in the Ocean and Mcdi-
terrancan to join P We know by woful Experience,
what Help we are to expeét from our Al'lies, when we:
have no more Millions to give. We are net able to-
keep great Standing Armiesat home, nor isit confiftent
with our Liberty to dofo; and thcre{ore we oughr to
take every Meafure to encreafe our Naval Streng b, and
to put new Bridles upon thofe who are, or may {oon be,
our Rivals.

The Nation in the World whofe Power we have moft
Reafon to guard againft, is that of France, and yet I
don’t know by what Fatality it has often fo happened
that we have been the unhappy Inftruments of promoting
it. Oliwver Cromawel gave the firft Rife to its Greatnefs
at Land, and King Charles the Second at Sea: The late:
Queen, whofe Heart was intirely Englife, by an igno-
minious Peace, reftored it, when it was reduced to the
loweft Extremity, and muft have fubmitted to any Con-
ditions the had thought fit to impofe. But fure it will
never be faid thata Whig Miniflry, thePatrons of Li-
berty, the conftant and declared Enemies of thofe Pro-
ceedings, fhould aét fo farin Defiance of all their known-
Principles, as voluntarily, and unconftrained, in the-
midft of our Victories, tothrow away any part of that
national Security, which even the late Betrayers pur-
chafed at the Expence of their Country’s Honour (and I
doubt was no otherwife to be had) and which are the only.
Rewards and Recompence of a tedious, {uccefsful, and
glorious War, carried on at an immenfe Expence of
Blood and Treafure, of which we and our Pofterity fhall
long feel the fevere Effects.
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HERLRH- DR

A Letter to a Leading Great Man, con-
cerning the Rights of the People fo pe-
tition, and the Reafonablenefs of comply-
ing with fuch Petitions. By T. Gor-
don, E/g; ' '

Anno 1720.

To the Right Honourable R— W—, Efy,

SIR, )
HE following Papers, awhich are adirefs'd to an
anonymous Leading Great Man, cannot improperly
be put into your Hands, confidering the important Figure you
bave always made in publick 4ffairs. The warm and dif-
interefled Concern you have at all Times [beavn for your
Country ; efpecially the Zeal awith avhich you formerly op
pofed a Corrupt and Wicked Adminifiration; mufl leadyour
Countrymen, upon every National Diftrefs to lock to You :
and the rather at this Time, avhen the National Difirefs
is as much greater, as your Power now is greater to re-
medy if.
““They confider you not only able, but acilling, to relieve
the general Celamity ; and ready to punifb, avith firideft
Fufiice, the Authors and Abcttorsof that Gelemity : which
they take to be the firfi Stp tewcards romeving their Grie-
wances, and refloring Publick Credit. Thefe Sentiments are
now the Voice of the People ; and that Voice, *1is not to
be doubted, will be heard and complied with by you, confi-
dered both as a wife and ve: tuous Minifler.  They know,
that no indire& Methods can te us’d by you, to protect Cri-
minals, awho aere awicked enough, to raife themfelves upon
the Ruin of thcir Country: They know, that inflead of
Jereening any fuch mighty Offenders, you avill extrt_y/:u;
avhole
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avbale Capacity, to bring to Light any Secrets of the Con-
fpirators. They know, that asyou hawe clean Hands your-
felfs you will indufirionfly endeavour to punifh thofe corrupt
and mercenary Wretches, who gave up the Publick, that
they might prey upon the Publick. They know, therefore,
that you avill encourage and promote a Compljance with
the Senfe of the Nation, exprefs'd in this dutiful and pre-
cedented Way of Petitions.

This is their Confolation in the midft of their Diflrefs »
Whereas, bad you been one of the Parricides ; or had you
Jbar'd underband in any of the Comrion Plunder; had you
Sfince been advanc'd, to jbelter any of the Guilty, or giuen
any Reafon to [ufped it, thereby to prewent the public En-
quiry's taking Effe® ; tavould be a melancholy Confidera-
tion to your Countrymen: Ard inflead of the prefent Plea-
Sure they feel, in knowing fo Wile, fo Honef?, fo Uncorrupt
a Perfon as yourfelf fills the Poft you enjoy; they weuld
then fuffer all that Uneafinefs, avhich muff follow from
the contrary Reflection : Inflead of fecing you continued,
avith great Satisfaltion, in your prefent high Station-; they
awould, foon, triumph over the Difgrace of One, who was
an Enemy to bis Country : For, a Guilty Great Man can-
not long fupport bimfelf among } an Injured Free People,
lTam, 51K,

Your Humble Servant.

§ IR,

INCE yoa make fo confiderable a Figure in the

Houfe of Commons, and are for aveighty Reafons
preferr’d to fome of the chiefeft Trufts ; I know no other
fingle Perfon, to whom a Subje&, of the higheft Impor-
tance to the Publick, can be fo properly addreffed.

I would neverthelefs not be underttood, asif I fuppo-
fed the Fate of Great Britain to depend upon the Influ-
ence of any one Man, how Great foever : Foryour Part,
you muft certainly difdain fuch a fulfome Compliment
from fervile-minded Flatterers. Although we have been
bafely bereav’d of our Property, the Spirit of Liberty fill
remains, and will exert itfelf on worthy Occafions : Nor
are we, as yet, to be manag'd like a Flock of Sheep,

who
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who follow the Bell-Weather, as Cuto complain’d of the
Romans in his Time.

But tho’ I hope there is none amongft us, that has it
in kis Power to ruin his Country ; there are fome, whofe
great Abilit es and elevated Station, may enable them to
do it the greatelt Service. And if they who have thefe
Qualifications, have alfo that bold Virtue, which Truth
and Juftice fhould infpire, Interefl, Inclination, or Duty
will draw 1n others to afiift them.

“You, Sir, have not only thefe Advantages, but alfo
every other Requiﬁte, to entitle you to the Appellation
of a Great and Leading Man. To qualify a Perfon com-
pleatly for this Scation, he muft firft have made a very
confiderable Figure in the Court; for upon this Emi-
nence his Parts fhine : There he bas g- ined § Knowledge
and Experience in Affairs of State, and there he has had
Opportunities of making Creatures and Dependants. Af-
ter chis, he muft be turned out, and in Difgrace, which
-often creates him an Intereft with many of the People 5
nothing being more frequent, than to fee the Prince’s cait
Favourites become the Favourites of the Vulgar ; the dif-
countenanced and weaker Side being glad of all Helps,
efpecially to have a Leader of Importance.. And laftly,
he muft be taken into IFavour again, and courted and ca-
refled much more than formerly Thefe are Circumftan-
ces that cannot fail to render a Man fignificant, and give
him Weight with all Sides, at leaft for a Time, or till
{fome confiderable Point is gained. And perhaps you are
the only Tnftance that can be produced in this or any o-
ther Age, in whom fo many Things have concurr'd to
mmake you neceflary to the Publick.

But torender a Perfon in your Station tru'y fervice-
able, as well as to confirm his Power ; it muft appear by
all his Ations that he takes more Care to advance the
Common Intereft, than to build vp his own Fortune;
that he is not over greedy for himfelf ; that he fhews no
Ei.deavoursto engrofs the Prince, or to confine the Royal
Favour only to h: mfel his Family, or Creatures ; that
he does not fo much confider who are his perfonal
Friends, as who belt love, and can beft ferve tne Pub-
lick ; that he has a difincerefted Mind, clean Hands, and
an undaun‘ed Spirit, to purfue what is right, and av;)]xd

what
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‘whatis wrong ; and that he defires to have Power and
Intereft, rather by his proper Merits and Endowments,
than from the Station he is in.  When all this becomes
vifible both to thofe who with him ill; and with him well,
he will quickly grow to have Authority with the whole
People, and by this means be more powerfully enabled
to promote the Service of his Prince.

You, Sir, have an Opportunity now put into your
Hands of giving the moit diflinguithing Marks of Af-
fection to your Country, whereby you will procure the
Ltteem of wife and honeft Men, and fhew that you truly
deferve thofe many Favours which are already heap’d
upon youand your Friends. Such a Behaviour as is ex-
pelted from you at this Time, will raife your Virtue to
a Pitch above the reach of Envy and Detraltion, and
-confirm that Charaéer, which you have merited on for-
mer Occafions, of being a frenuous Affertor of the Li-
berties of your Country. Your Attachment to this Frin-
ciple, cannot be more plainly manifefted, than by efpou-
fing with all your Might the Caufe of your injured Fel-
‘low Subje&ts, That their Petitions be anjaered, and their
Gricuances rearefs'd.

If you have lately difcovered any Sentiments in this
Particular, contrary to tte Opinion o1 other Parriots,
and of all Mankind, I doubt not but the declared Voice
of the People, in their humble Addrefies to the Far-
liamert from every Part of the Kingcom, has by this
Time determined your Condu, and that you'll hearken
to the general Cry for Fufiice cn thofe thut hawebitray'd
and undone us. Yerfons who poflefs eminent Places in
the Commonweal:h, are the Servants of the Common-
avealth, and equally obliged in Duty to comply with the
unanimous Bent of the Subje&s, as with the pofitive
Commands of their Sovereign: Which <anfeldom clath,
when the Prince has nothing at Heart more than the
Welfare of his People.

Affairs are now approaching to a Crifis, Difcontents
rife high: And it greatly concerns his Majetty’s Intereft,
and the Peace of the Community, thatthofe be given up
to the general Refentment, who are the Objeés of the
genera] Refentment.  One of the braveft of our Kings,
Henry the Fourth, removed from Court four of his Ser-

vants,
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vants at once, for no other Reafon, but that they were
{o unfortunate, as not to be grateful to the People : And
probably the Vices of thefe four Favourites were con-
cealed from the King, tho’ vifible to others. If there-
fore fo great a Monarch judg’d it prudent not to oppofe
the Inclinations of his Subjes, in a Point of fmaller
Confequence ; it will very ill become any private Man to
think of contending with the Pcople, by obftru&ing
Juftice on thofe who lie under the heavy Weight of their
Accafation. -

Itis therefore, Sir, the more incumbent on you to ac-
quit yourfelf impartially in the prefent Affair; and the
rather, becaufe the Generality are apprehenfive of fome
extraordinary Step, by the Promotion of a Genius like
your’s ; which they fcar may be able to prote&t Great
and Mighty Criminals from the Indignation of their in-
jured Fellow Subjets. The common Clamour is againit
the late Directors of the South-Sea Company, and thofe
who alted under them : But arethere not others equally,
‘if not more guilty, that dire&ed them throughout the
whole Scene of Villany, who{eem,.as it were, to out-
brave the Juftice of their Country, by fupporting them-
felves in their Stations, asif their Conduét had been un-
queftionable? : )

There is not a truer Symptom of a corrupted and de-
praved State, than to fec Perfons continued in the Poffef-
fion of Power, whofe Innocence is generally fufpected.
It fhews that Guilt has many Favourer. and Pro:eétors,
than which there cannot be a more melancholly Profpeét.
But onthe other Hand, ’tisa foolifh and defpeiat= Thing
for fingle Perfons, let their Intereft beever fo great, to
think of facing fo powerful .an Enemy as. the whole
People, by the Strength and Faction of their Friends.
An honeft Man and a good Patriot will quit the Stage of
Bufinefs, and retire, rather than involve the Publick in
his Troubles or Misfortines ; for we are to fuffer forour
Country, but our Country is not to fuffer for us: Equi-
dem pro Patria qui letum oppetiflint [epe fundo audivi :
qui Patriam pro Je perire aquum, Fi primi inventi

unt.
% They, who in order to their own Security take up-
on them to play this Game, and who feem .:odhave
rawn
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drawn in many to be concerned for them, will find at
laft, that inftead of real Friends, they have made two
Sorts of Enemies ; thofe whom they have provoked, and
thofe whom they have deluded ; and are, in the Event,
fure to be made a Sacrifice to publick Necefity. .

I would recommend to Men of Rank and Figure, if
fuch there are, who may have incurred the Difpleafure
of their Country, the refigned and fubmiffive Behaviour
of acertain great Man not long fince ; who, tho’ he was
brought upon the Stage and acquitted, neverthelefsquitted
his Polt, judging it not very decent for a Perfon once
ftruck at, to intermeddle in the Affairs of Government.

There is alfo another Reafon alledged by many not fo
favourable, which I need net mention to you, who are
beft acqnainted with the Truth.

Such a Behaviour as that Great Man’s might perhaps,
in fome Meafure, contribute to abate the general Re-
fentment. Butif this fhould not be thought the fafeft
Courfe by fome, who cannot well defend their Innacence;
if they have any Vertue left they will rather chufe to
decline their Trial by avoluntary Exile, and fuffer in
their own Fame, Eafe and Fortune, than make a Step
which may tend to weaken the Laws, and whereby the
Dignity and Majefty of the Commonwealth may be lef-
fened and impaired.  For when the Guilty endeavour to
efcape by Power and Interelt, the Lawsare fo far defpil-
ed and trampled under, and a Precedent is eftablithed
« for Impunity ; than which nothing can be of more

dangerous Confequence to the Publick. When P. Scipie
Africanus was charged by the Pezillii for having f{uffered,
through his Negleét, the Treafure of King Antiochus to
be embezzel'd, he retired to Literum (upon Pretence of
Sicknefs) with a Refolution not to ftand his Trial. Yet
_as to him fuch an Accufation would have weighed little,
put in the Ballance with all his brave Exploits in Africk,
Spain, and Afia: For tho' the Adminiftration was then
fevere, ’tis not unlikely but that fmall Failing would. have
been forgiven in fo great a Man. But he was not fo
puffed up with the Marks of general Love and popular
Affettion, as to outdare the Jultice of his Country, and
was unwilling to give the Conftitation fuch a Wound as
his Acquittal mult have proved ; the Example of which
Vor. L ‘ N would
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would have hurt the State of Rome, more than Banifh-
ment could hart him, forit would have opened aGap,
and authorized all the Corruptions that followed.

It cannot furely furprize you to find the Body of this
Nation fo generally provoked, at the fubtle Artsand En-
deavours of thefe fuperior Criminals, to {tifle all Evidence
of their Guilt. *Tis this has put the People upon pe-
titioning their Reprefentatives, a Method feldom practifed
by them, exceptin extraordinary Cafes. 1f every one,
confcious of his own Villany, had fled from Juftice, as
Mr. Knight has done (or was forced to do) we could not
have hoped or expeéted to have Juftice fatisfyed. But
when every Man of themis in our Power, and confident-
ly attending the Iflue of the Proceedings of Parliament,
it muft needs fire every honeft Breaft with Indignation, to
think that they have fo long efcaped the Vengeance due
to their Crimes, through the Default of legal Evidence.
Ard until by this, or fome other Means, SatisfaCtion is
done to a fuffering People, it will be difficult to put a
Stop to their univerfal Cry for Fuflice.

1do not yet hear that there are any, who dare now be
bold enough openly to challenge or difpute the Right
which the People haveto addrefs their Sovereign, or their
Reprefentatives, on {o extraordinary an Occafion. But
I know thus much has formerly been done; and that
even fince we had this Privilege confirmed to us in the
Claim of Right at the Revolution; nay, there was a
Houfe of Commons in a late Reign, which expreflfed
their Difpleafure and Refentment againft this Practice, in
" one particular Inftance, in a very fingular and remarkable
Manner. When the Gentlemen, Freeholders, and Ju-
ftices of the Peace, of the County of Kent, humbly pe-
titioned that honourable Houfe, to go upen the Supplies,
for enabling King #illiam to carry on the War againft
France, the Time having been far fpent, and the Seafon
approaching for opening the Campaign, the Petition
was voted fcandalous, infolent, and feditious, tending to
defiroy the Conflitution of Parliament, and to fubvert the
Efablifbed Government of this Realm ; and the Perfons
who delivered it were not only taken into Cuftody of a
Serjeant at Arms, but afterwards committed to Prifon.
¥ leave it to your Judgment, and the General Opiniori1 at

that
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that Time, what Motives induced that Houfe to a& in
fuch Manner ; but from thence fome People affumed a
Licenfe to run down the Pradticeof Petitioning, as fac-
tious, unwarrantable, and deftructive of the Power and
Authority of Parliaments ; and indeed, there are never
wanting, on all Occafions, Perfons fit to be the Tools of
a Party, who areready to defend or impugn any Point,
as they receive Inftruttions from their Superiors,

1 think therefore, it will not be improper by way of
Anticipation, to ftop the Mouths of defigning Men, ef-
pecially fince there are already many, who difcourage
fuch a Procedure at this Time ; bafely infinuating the
ill Tendency thereof towards inflaming the Multitude,
and confequently begetting a Civil War.

This, nc doubt, was the Opinion of that grave and
judicious Alderman, who fingly voted againft the late
Petition of the City, alledging that it avas like ereiing a
Beacon to alarm the Nation, and fet all ina Flame. But
he might with more Propriety have fpcken thus, if the
City and County of Gloucefler had not, by their earlier
Petition, given a worthy Precedent to this great Metropo-
lis and the whole Kingdom, whereby they have purcha-
fed to them{elves an immortal Honoeur.

It {feems to me, that there cannot be a more fcandalous
Refletion on the prefent Parliament, than to fuggeft dif-
truftful Coofequences of the Application of the People
to their Reprefentatives, in a reafonable and good Caufe:
For it would be, in effe@, to involve the Parliament in
Guilt; which no Man will dare to think, and far lefs to
utter.  Or can it be imagined, that in the moft glorious
Age of Liberty, it will be reckoned a Crime in the Peo-
ple todeclare their juft Complaints ; and to approach
thofe by Petition, who know their Grievances, and are
able to redrefs them? The Right of Petitioning is a
Privilege which Mankind cbuld never part with ; and
therefore it has been indulged them in the meft arbitrary
Governments.  Fulius Czjar freely permitted it, when
his Will was a Law to the People of Rome. And his Stc.
ceflors, fome of them more tyrannical than he, granted
the fame Liberty, fo long as the Lex Regia prevailed;
Referibere Principi, to Petition their Emperor, was one

N 2 of.
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of the laft Privileges that People enjoyed. What a Stain
therefore would they bring on the Memory of King
George’s Reign, who infinvate any Difpleafure it might
give his Majefty or his Government, to exert a Privilege
which the Romans were not denied under a State of Ty-
ranny ? {he Gowernment is good, tho’ the Times are bad.
Our King and Parliament are much difpofed as we can
poflibly defire, to hearken to the Petitions of the Pecple,
or even to preventthem : And the People, who are ever
quiet under a right Adminiftration, know their Duty,
and will not be tumultuous nor unreafonable in their
Complaints ; fo that thofe are either very fha'low, or
very wicked, whofurmife any Danger or Inconveniency
to the Kingdom from the Multitude of Petitions.

Tis the Intéreft, as well as the Inclination, of the
People to live in Peace, and enjoy their own Labour ;
at leaft this may be faid of Great Britain, for we have
feldom had open Breaches and Divifions, but they pro-
ceeded from {fome fatal Error or Weaknefs in thofe who
ruled ; which will evidently appear to any,.who take a
View of the feveral Reigns from the Norman Invafion
downwards. But there is no Precedent in our Hiftory,
where the Body of the People ever contended with their
own Reprefentatives, and the King at their Head. It is
a Thing too monftrous tofuppofe; and if ever it fhould
happen (which God forbid) one may eafily conjetture on
which Side the Fault would lie.

" When the Subjeéts are aggrieved, injured or opprefs'd,
they know their firft Remedy, and feldom or never
have proceeded to violent Methods, without having pe-
titioned their Governors for Redrefs in an humble Man-
ner. ' But when this has proved ineffeétual, they have
cdnvinced their Sovereigns to their Coft, how unreafon-
able a Thing it is to be Deaf to the Voice of the Pcople.
And we have had both good and bad Kings, who by
their Praétice have owned thus much; the one fort vo-
luntarily, and the other by Compulfion, opening their
Ears to the Complaints of their Subjets.

+" Such Petitions were frequent in the Reigns of Edward
11, and Edward II1.  And theneven Ireland wasallow-
ed to reprefent its Grievances, and petition for a Par-

liament. :
) Bithop
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Bithop Burnet, in his Hiftory of the Reformation, in-
forms us, that Henry VIII. told his Subje@s when in
Arms againtt him in Yoré/bire, that they ought not to
have rebell’d, but to have apply’d themfelves to him by

_ Petition.

King Fames I. declared himfelf in this Point very
fully in {everal Proclamations. He begins one which was
publithed in the 1 1th Year of his Reign, in this remarkable
Manner ; The Complaint lately exhibited by certain Noble-
men and others, of our Kingdom of Ireland, fuggefting Dife
orders and Abufes, as well in the Proceedings of the lat-
begun Parliament, as in the Martial and Civil Govern-
went of the Kingdom, awe did receive with all extraordi-
nary Grace and Fawour. And by another -Proclamation
he declares, That it aas the Right of his Subjeéis to
make their immediate Addreffes to bim by Petition, And
in another he tells the People, That Ais own, and the Ears
of his Privy Council, did fiill continue open to the juft Com-
plaints of bis People.

And King Charles I. by his Declaration in 1644. de-
clared his Royal Will and Pleafure, that all bis lowing
Subjelts, wbho bad any juft Caufe to prefent, or complain
of any Gricvances, might freely addrefs themflves, by their
bumble Petitions, to bis facred Majefly, awbo avould graci-
oufly hear their Complaints.

Nor is this Condefcenfion of our Kings to hearken
to the Grievances of their Subjets, any Thing more than
what the Law requires, for no People have a more ample
Claim to the Right of Petitioning, than the People of
Great Britain. Lord Chief Juftice Hobbard fays, Accefs
to the Sovereign muft not be fhut up in Cafe of the Subjeds
Diftrefs. And it was one of the Crimes for which the
Spencers were banifhed, and afterwards hang’d, that they
bindered the K."ng from recelving and anfwering Petitions

rom great Men and others. And one Article againft the

Lord Strafford was, Tar be iffued out a Proclamation and
Warrant of Reffraint, to inbibit the King's Subjects to
come to the Fountain, their Sowereign, to deliver their Com-
plaints, of Wrongs and Opprcffions.  But there cannot be
a more plain Declaration of this Right, than the Statute
of the 13th of Charles II. which neverthelels was made
to reftrain the free Prattice of it. And indeed, there
N 3 never
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never was ‘any Reign in which petitioning was {o much
difcountenanced : Nay, it was prohibited by Proclama-
tions, as tending to Sedition and Rebellion. Yet, Sir, you
know very well, that the Methods then taken, by pro-
curing Counter- Addrefles, which exprefled an Abhorrence
of Petitioning, and by diffolving four Parliaments fuc-
ceflively, (who did little Bufinefs, except the firft) for the
Regard they thewed to the Pvice of the People, did rather
heighten than abate the univerfal Difpleafure againft the
Proceedings of thofe Times. In that Junture, the City
of London gave an early Proof of their Zeal for the Wel-
fare of their Country, by petitioning the King for the
fitting of the Parliament in 1679, o #ry the Ofenders,
‘and redrefs all the moff important Griewances, no otherawife
to be redrefs’d. 'This was in the firft of thofe Parliaments :
And the Commons in the fourth Parliament Refo/v’ds
¢« That the Thanks of this Houfe be given to the City of
London, for their manifeft Loyalty to the King, their
Care, Charge, and Vigilancy, for the Prefervation of
his Majefty’s Perfon, and of the Proteftant Religion.”

It will never be forgotten, with what Vigour our
Parliament did then maintain the Right of the People ta
Pctition. Their feveral Refolutions on this Head, are
fo many ftanding Monuments of their everlafting Fame.
On the zoth of O&ober 1680. the Commons Refolv’d,
Nemine Contradicente, That it is, and ever bath been,
the urdoubted Right of the Subjefls of England, fo peri-
tion the King for the calling and fitting of Parliaments,
and redreffing Grievances. Refolv’d, That to traduce
[fuch petitioning as a Violation of Duty 5 and to reprefent it
to his Majefly as tumultuous and [editious, is to betray the
Liberty of the Subjedt, and contributes to the Defign of
Jubwcrting the ancient legal Conflitution of this Kingdom,
and introducing arbitary Power.

Order'd, That o Committee be appointed to enquire of all
Juch Perfons as have offinded againfl thefe Rights of the
Susjedds. And Sir Francis Wythens being found guilty in
this Particular, they voted him a Betrayer of the undoubted
Rightc of the Suljedls of England: And ordered that he
thould be expelled the Houfe, and that he fhould receive
his Sentencs upon his Knees,

After
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After this the City of Lsndon having petitioned the
Houfe againit Sir George Feffery:s, their Recorder, and
it being referred to a Committe, they paffed the fol-
lowing Vote Refolved, That this Committee is of Opinion,
that by the Evidence givento this Committee it does appear
that Sir Géorge Jefferys, Recorder of the City of London,
by traducing and obfiruing petitioning for the fitting of
this Parliament, bath betrayed the Rights of the Subjcct.
To which the Houfe agreed, and ’twas ordered, rhat
an bumtle Addrcfs be made to bis Majcfly to remove him out
of all publick Offices. They farther order’d, that the
Committee fhould enquire of all fuch Perfons as had been
advifing or .promo:ing of rhe Proclamation, ftil'd «
Proclamation againft tumultucus Petitioning. And the
Grand Juries of the Countes of Somerfet and Dewon,
having exprefled their Deteftation of fuch Petitioning,
the Houfe ordered, that the two Foremen of the Juries,
two others, fhould be fent for into Cuftody of the Ser-
jeant at Arms, to anfwer for Breach of Privilege (as they
called the Abhorrence of Petitioning) by them committed
againft the Houfe. They alfo voted, that on Thomas
Herbert, Efq; fhould be fent for in Cuftody, for profe-
cuting Jobn Arnold, Efq; at the Council Table, for
promoting a Petition, and procuring Subferiptions. 'To
them they added two others upon the {fame Account,
whom they called Betrayers of the Liberties of the Subje .
And laftly, they ordered an Impeachment againft Sir
Francis North, Chief Juftice of the Common Pleas, Sir
William Scrogs, Chief Juftice of the King’s Bench, Sir
Thomas JFones, one of the Juftices of the.fame Bench,
and Sir Richard Weflon, one of the Barons of the Ex-
chequer,  for adwifing Proclamations againft Petition-
ing.

Thus, Sir, I bave laid before you the Senfe of an
Englifb Houfe of Commons, with refpeét to this Right
of Petitioning. Their Behaviour in aflerting it, will be
as thankfully remember’d by all Poiterity, as it it worthy
to be imitated on every the like Occafion, by their Suc-
ceffors in the fame Truft and Honour. And if they had
been fuffer'd to fit, to do this Nation the Service they
intended, the Petitions of the People would have been
comply’d with; and the Betrayers of their Country

N 4 given
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given up to their Refentment. In which Cafe, we
fhould not have had a Popith Sueceflor, nor kncwn
the Calamities we have fince undergone on that Account,
Bat foch are the fatal Confequences of difregarding the
Foice of the People ! @

Sir, the People of Great Britain will not be difre-
garded. Experience tells us, that it is not fafe to pro-
voke them, who know their own Privileges fo well,
and how to afiert the fame. King Fobz was obliged by
Force to redrefs the Grievances of the Nation, when the
milder Methods of petitioning and remoaftrating proved
incffe€tual ; and alfo to confirm by his great Charter the
Liberty of the People. to even compel him for the fu-
ture, in Cafes of the like Neceflity, &y feizing his Caflles,
Lands, and Revenues, and by purfuing thofe to utter De-
tirultion, that [bould take up Arms for him. And when
he afterwards broke his Oath and Promife, the Barons
{aid, What fball ave do awith this avicked King 2 If e
let him alone, he will deflroy us and our People s it is ex-
pedient therefore, that he be expelled tbe Throme, ae avill
not hawe him any longer to reign over us ; And according-
Yy, in a General Affembly, awith the Approbation of all the
Realm, they adjudged him unworthy to be a King. To
this effe® we find, according to the Cuflom of thefe
‘i imes, a long Rhyme in the Chronicle of Mailres, de-
ploring the Infelicity of that Affair, That the Body fbould
attempt to rule the Head, and the People to be above their
King ; but adding, that there was a great and manifold
Neceffity that it fhould be fo.

Ordinem prapofierum Anglia fancivit,
Mirum dilu dicitur tale quis audivit ¢
Nam preeffe Capiti Corpus concupivit ;
Regem funm regere Populus quafivit.
Caufa tamen multiplex illud exigebat, &c.

*Tis this Confideration of the Power of the People,
which makes an honeft ‘Houfe of Commons terrible to
potent Qffinders, who are very well aflured, that they
will always be feconded by the irrefiflible Power and In-
cl'nation of the Pcople. And of this the Miniiters of
King Charles I1. were highly {enfible, when they vuntma—

¢
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ed upon the moft dangerous Courfes, Prorogations and
Diffolutions of Parliaments, by which alone they could
defend themfelves from the Effe& of their Refentment..
Such an Expedient, however, will never be attempted,
but in weak and wicked Reigns. Some of our Kings
have chofe rather to facrifice their deareft Favourites,
than to run the Huzard of their own Ruin, by fo de-
fperate a Proceeding. Henry I1]. who exafperated the
Nobility and People, by keeping evil Counfellors about
his Perfon, and being obftinately bent to prote& them,
found it his Intereft at laft to come to his Parliament, and
to confent to their Requefts, by removing the Bithop of
Winton, and Danifhing Petor de Rivalis, his two beloved
Favourites. Nay, the Parliament fent him a Meflage,
that if he would not do this, They all by the common
Council of the whole Kingdom, wonld expel bim with bis
evil Counfellors out of the Kingdom, and confult about the
Creation of a new King. And you know, Sir, that K.
Charles 1. was obliged to devote his chief Minifter, the
Earl of Strafford, to Deftru&ion, by confenting to the
A& of Attainder againft him. The Mention ot which
Great Man, puts me in mind of Another, for whom
you, Sir, have no fmall Kindnefs, who has thought fit
to imita-e him in this Particular, of mak'ng an Oppofiti-
on to the Court in the H cof C— ns the
Road to Preferment. He indced was the firft that ever
did fo, and from an eminent Patriot became the chief
Affertor of defpotick Power : But whoever is refov’d to
follow his Steps, let him withal remember his Fate.

All Ages give us Inftances of Princes, beiray’d by the

- Craft and Falthood of ill Minifters, when they have once
gained Credit to have their bold Advice, given behind
the Curtain, put in Execution, contrary to the Interefts
of the People. We find that King Edavard the Second,
Sor following cvil Counfel, and refufing to hearken to the
Voice of the People, was by ddvice and Confent of all the
Prelates, Earls and Barons, and of the ahole Comnunity
of the Kingdom, drpofed from the Government.

We have another remarkable Inftance in Rickard 11.
to whom his Parliament fent Meflages, to declare to him’
among other Things, That they found in an ancicat
Statuie, and it bad been dzﬁe infait not long before, that

5 Y,
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if the King, through any evil Counfel, or foolif Contu-
macy, or out of Scorn, or fome petulant Wilfulnefs, or any
other irregular Way, fball alisnate himfelf from his Peo-
ple, &c. that then it fball be lawful for them, to depofe
that fame King from his Royal Throne.

King Fames 11. is the lateft Example, who eppofed
the Voice of the People, by adhering to the Counfels
and Intrigues of wicked Men, and thereby loft his King-
doms. He would not receive the Complaints of his Sub-
jets, but imprifoned the Bifhops for humbly petitioning.
When their Grievances were become intolerable, the
People invited a Force to compel him to redrefs them,
And one of the principal Motives ; which inclined the
Prince of Orange to aflift them, was to traverfe the wick-
ed Advice and Counfel of the Minifters of that and the
former Reign, as appears by his Declaration from the
Hague the 10th of O&eber, 1688, which fays, That thofe
ewvil Counfellors that had then Credit aith King James, bad
overturn'd the Laws, Liberties and Religion of the Realm,
and fubjected all Things to an arbitrary Power ; and he
enumerates the villanous Advice and Practice they were
guilty of, particalarly, That they procured the Parliament
o be diffolved, awbhen they could not prevail awith the Mem-
bers to comply with their avicked Defigns.  Therefore the
Declaration adds, That the Prince came over with a
Force fufficient to defend bhimfelf from the Violence of thefe
ewil Counfellors. This Declaration was feconded by the
Refolutions of the States General, the 28th of the fame
Month, who thereby declare, they aflifted the Prince of
Orange, becanfe King James, by i/l Counjel, and guided
by his Minifters,” attempted to jubvert the Fundam.ntal
Laaws and Religion of the Nation, &c. The Lords and
Commons in the Convention, were alfo of the fame
Opinion with the Prince and States, and therefore in
their Declaration of their Rights and Privileges, prefent-
ed to King William and Queen Mary, the 13th of
February following, They declared, That King James,
by the Affiflance of evil Counfellors and Miniflers employ’'d
by bim, did endeavour to fubvert the Protefiant Religion,
and the Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom.

You fee, Sir, it is manifeft, from the foregoing Exam-
ples (and I could mention many more if it were necefla-

ry)
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ry) how dangerous a Thing it is for bad Princes, and
their evil proje&ting Minifters, to flight the Complaints
of the People. As for Parliaments, I mult confefs, that
there can hardly an Inftance be given of one, before the
Age we live in, which greatly difobliged the People:
Nor would ever any fince, have merited their Difplea-
fure, if the Artifices of the Court, in fome of the late
Reigns, had not biafs’d and reftrained them from their
Duty to their Country. Parliaments were always rec-
koned the proper Guardiars of Liberty and the Laws,
and a neceflary Fence againft the arbitrary Power of
Princes. For which Reafon, they have ever been unea-
fy to fuch as had a Mind to contend with the People
about their Rights. The Miniftry of King Fames I.
made him afraid of Parliaments, as an Eclipfe of his
Power; {o that he was always glad to be rid of them be-
fore the neceflary Bufinefs of the Kingdom was done.
Under King Charles 1. they proceeded farther to que-
ftion their Authority, and controul their Proceedings, and
to tofs them up and down by fudden Adjournments, Pro-
rogations and Difiolutions, till at laft, it was refolved to
have no more Parliaments,. and to forbid the People to
make Mention of Them ; the Confequence of which de-
ftrutive Counfels, fell heavy on the Authors, and were
fuch as I dread and abhor to remember. But they took
different. Meafures in the following Reign, to fubvert
our Confticution, as to Parliaments : For, having found
by Experience, that a Free-Parliament could not be
awed, they refolved to attempt that by Fraud, which
was not to be compafled by Force. And thus, you
know, Sir, began the damnable invented Proje of cor-
rupting Parliaments, which profper’d fo well ut firlt, that
the King thought fit to continue one near eighteen Years.
The fame Method has been taken in {uccceding Reigns,
to the almoft undoing England ; and indeed it is fo fure
a Way to compleat its Ruin, that we may already won-
der that we have fo much as the Name of a Free-Peo-
ple left.

“Nothing but a free and uncorrupt Parliament, can
{ave the Nation at this Time ; a Parliament, which will
grant the Petitions of the People, who unanimoufly
pray for Redrefs of Publick Offenders. And ’tis our

only
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only furviving Comfort, that fuch a Parliament as the
Pcople want and wifh for, is now fitting. As it is the Daty,
and has been the Prattice of fuch of our Kings, who
have been f.ithful.te the Truft repofed in them by the
People, and regardful of their own Honour, to punith
their Officers and Miniflers for Malverfation : (witnefs
King A/fred, who caufed forty four Juftices to be hang’d
inone Year, for illegal, falfe ‘and corrupt Judgments;
{o it belongs to our Parliaments to redrefs the Grievan-
ces occafioned by the Executive Part of the Govern-
ment, and other National Grievances, and to punifh
guilty Minifters, and other gre.t Offenders, Of this
all Ages give us Precedents ; and nothing has been fe
mifchievous to the Kingdom, as the Supinenefs of {ome
late Reigns, in not making fofrequent andfignal Exam-
ples among the Minifterial Difpenfers of our Laws, and
among the Officers of our Kings; as our Anceftors us’d
to do.

I hope you don’t think, Sir, that I accufe any Per-
fons, who have a Share in the prefent Adminiftration ;
God forbid there fhould be any Room to fufpe@ them.
Yet you muft give me leave to fay, that we have great
and powerful Offenders to deal with. But there is no
Man fo great, that a Briti/b Parliament cannot reach;
nor no Art fo deep, that they cannot difcover. I have
read of a Country where there was a conftant Series of
Mifmanagement for many Years together, and yet no
Body was punithed ; when Offices were given in the Na-
ture of Bribes and Penlions, and conftantly taken away
upon Non compliance with the Court Meafures ; when
by fplitting of Placesamong feverzl Perfons, which were
tormerly executed by one, or by reviving fuch as were
funk, or by creating others which were altogether ufelefs
or unneceflary, or by Promifes of Preferment to thofe
who could not prefently be provided for, the Court had
made above two hundred Members abfolutely dependent
on them. Butblefled be God, we livein better Times I
We have a gracious King, who makes his Intereft the
fame with that of his People, and a Parliament the Guar-
dians of the People’s Liberties ; who will let the whole
World fee that they are neither to be perverted by Places,
or deceiv'd by falle Appearances ; that they know how

te



A Letter to a Great Man. 301

to honour and reverence his Majefty, and punifh the De-
firoyers of their Country. '

As for you, Sir, I’'m perfuaded it muft now be your
Opinion, that nothing at prefent could more contribute
to undo us, than to be fupine and indifferent, when the
greateft Villanies have been committed, and to manage
the Difcovery with a cold Profecution. But if you think
there are {fo many engag’d in the late Confpiracy againft
their Country, that ’tis advifable to connive, and not
profecute it any farther ; I'm fure, if it is fo formidable
than ’tis dangerous to enquire farther into it, it is much
more dangerous to let it alone.

OBl Sleieeodelnl ol

A Supplement fo the London- Journal of
March 25, 17215 being the State of
the Cafe relating to the Surrender of Mr.
Knight, Farther Confidered. By T.
Gordon, Efg;

Anno 1728.

To the Author of the London Journal.
S 1R,

R. Knight being fiill prote&ted at Antwerp, nor=
M aithfanding the preffing Inflances made by His
Meyefly for bis Surrender 5 I defire you avill, as a Supple-
ment to your Paper of the 25th of lafp Month, give the
following Argument to the Publick as foon as poffible
avbich 1 have juft recciv’d in a Letter from a wery great
Civilian ar Bruflels ; andwbich I have faithfully tranflat-
ed, that the Englith Nation may fec the Sentiments of a
Brabander, upon the great Point in Queftion, betaween the
High and Mighty States of Brabant, and our Abus’d and Us-
bappy Country, .

' lam, SIR,

April 214 .
37210 Your Conflant Friend,



302 ° A Supplement to

Native of Great Britain, and Perfon in a publick

Office, where he had the Management of publick
Money, being fufpe@ed of Maiverfaticn, was perfonally
and juridically cited to appear before competent Judges
to anfwer to Interrogatories relating to certain Fadts
laid to his Charge ; which was comply’d with accord-
ingly : But he (fcaring a Decree againft him of bodily
Imprifonment) takes his Meafure to efcape, and actually
flies the Kingdom ; carrying with him (as "tis prefumed)
confiderable Sums, as well in Money as Effe&ts. And
after having crofled the Seca, and Flanders, and Brabane,
as far as to Tirlemont, {with an apparent Intention of
leaving Brabant) he there is overtaken and feized by the
Authority of the Government.

The Queftion is,

Whether any Potentate, Authority, or Judge, being there-
to duly required, can, with Juflice, refufe to furrender the
Perfon fo arrefied, and hinder bis tranfport out of Brabant;
in order to be delivered to the Power fo claiming and de-
manding bim?
The Opinion is in the Negative.

In order to confider the Queftion thoroughly, we muft
in the firfk place examine, upon what Eoundation fuch a
Refufal can be fuppofed to be laid ; and thew that none
of them are of any Avail in the prefent Cafe.

This Refufal may be founded upon two Heads;

The Firft, is the Right of Azy/um or Refuge fimple
and common.

The Second, is the particular Privileges of Brabant,
granted to them by the 17th Article of the Foyful Entry*,
which forbids the tranfporting of a Prifoner out of the

Province. _
As

% Item, Dat o wat Perfoon binnen onfen Lande van Brabant ende
van OverMacze, ghevangen wort, dat wij dien niet en fullen doen voe-
zen, nech lacten voeren ghevangen buijten onfen voorfz Lande.

Tranflated wverbatim.
_ Item, That if any Perfon within our Territories of Brabant and
Ower Macze, be made a Prifoner, that we fhall not order fuch a Per-
for, nor pesmit him to be carricd Prifoner out of our aforefaid Terri-

tories,
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. As to the Right of Azylum or Refuge, ’tis neither
founded upon DFvine Right, nor the Right of Nature,
nor the Right of Nations, but purely pofitive. [ Ains
purement pofitif.] On the contrary : Suum cuique tri-
buere, & crimina non velinquere impunita, [ to give to
every Man his Due, and not to leave Crimes unpunifh- -
ed,] is agreeable to a// Right. And in order to diftin-
guifh;. whether the pretended Right of Azy/uz can take
place, we muft cenfider the Cafe either as Criminal or
Civil.

It is moft certain, that even in Germany (where by
Reafon of the great Numbers of Princes and States, the
Jealoufy of their Privileges, in relation to the Axylum,
or of giving Refuge and Protection [called Frejhung]
is greater than any where elfe) the Perfon now arrefted,
would never have had the Privilege of 4xy/um : For there
’tis properly defigned, pro fubditis & ctiam forenfibus in
principis territorio delinquentibus, [For Suéjedts, and alfo,
Jor Strangers tranfgreffing within the Territories of the,
Prince] For which, the decifive Reafon in the Cafe of
Foreigners is, That the Perfon committing the Fault or
Delinquency within the Territory of the Prince, may be
faid to violate only the Jurifdiction of tbe Lord, and not
of any other Frince; and therefore he againft whom the
Crime is committed, may remit the Crime: [t/z. Pro
Forenfibus : Quod delinquens in Prinipis territorio folum-
modo jurifdiitionem Domini, (non wero alterius Princi-
pis) wiclare dicatur. Ideo hanc injuriam quoque remittere
poteff is in quem injuria commiffa efl.  Quod variis rae
tionibus confirmat Nicolaus ab Ebrenbach Tral. de jure
Axyli

And] although that upon the Difpute, Whether a
Prince of the Empire, fetting up an 4zy/um or Right of
Refuge in any City of his Dominions, can beffow upon
it fo greata Privilege, as that a Foreigner being a De-
linquent, or committing his Crime ot of the Dominions
of thefaid Prince, [which is the prefent Cafe] can enjoy
fo faran Immunity, that this 4zy/um or Right of Refuge
can be of Force and Extenfion to all the Criminals in
the Empire? Ifay, although the Affirmative of the Cafe
thus ftated may be probable, grounded principally upon
this, Becaufe the Avocations and Commifiions of Delin-

quents
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quents do #07v depend upon the Will and Pleafure of the
Prince of the Territory, whether he will fend back the
Delinquent at the Inftance of the Requirer or not?
Yet all Authors agree, That thefe fort of Azy/ums ({o
commended in Deuteronomy and Jofbua) are only fo far
praife-worthy, and ought of right to fubfift, whilft they
afford Protection (noi to voluntary Delinquents, nor to
deceitful ones) but toimprudent Perfons : Hee Azyla tan-
tum Laudem meveri, & de Jure fubfiflere, quanda patro-
cinantur non woluntariis nec dolofis [ Den Muthwinligen
und vorfetzlicher) [fed imprudentibus.

Now that the Malverfations which a Perfon commits,
in his Office, and in the Money depending thereon, are
woluntary and deceitful Crimes, isas clear as poflible, and
1s further confirmed by the Flight of the Delinquent out
of Great Britain ; Which excludes him from the Right
of Axylum in all Nations ; more efpecially he having
been perfonally cited, and having anfwered to Interro-
gatories, (which is 2 Commencement of a criminal Pro-
cedure)the Delinguent being fixed and limited to a certain
Town, Province, or Kingdom for his Prifon ; in which
Cafe ; (were there no ocher) the Right of Refuge in a
Foreign Country is very difputable ; I fay, upon this
very Head.

And without entering into the Difcuflion cf this Quef-
tion, ’tis not to be believed, that the Sovereign will
ever grant a Protection or 4zy/um in his Territories to a
Delinquent avho was but a Paffenger thorough them, and
was already upon the utmoit Limits of them, in order to
fave himfeif in fome other Country.

Befides, it is io be obferved, That the Gernmian Au-
thors, treating of this Matter, {pake, de forenfibus, Jfed
JSub Imperio ; [ of Foreigners, but fuch as are under the
Jurifdi&ion] and not of abfolute Strangers: Forafmuch
as ’tis commonly received among all Potentates of the
Earth, who are not in actual War, (and in particular, by
the Great Allies) that Princes take not the Subjelts or
Vaflals of each other into their Protetion, without their
Prince’s particular Confent, let the Cafe be either Crimi-
nal or Civil (as Bodin, in his Treatife, de Republicd, very
well obferves;) unlefs the Perfon fo protected were
’ . banifbed
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banifbedby his Prince. This agrees with Solon’s Law,
which forbids, that any Foreiguer fhould have the Right
of Burgefsthip in Athens, who was not banifbed from his
own Country ; and without giving thefe Inftances, we
may generally fay, in the Terms of the Law, That the
Right of Burgefsthip is not loft, nor the Power of the
natural Prince over his Subjet taken away by Reafon of
his changing his Place or Country.

*Tis very true, that often Princes do draw, and en-
tice Strangers to them, either upon the Score of Re-
ligion, orto People their Country, or inorderto weaken
the Power of their Neighbours, orto gain excellent Ar-
tificers, and Perfons of {uperior Abilities, or upon other
Views. But on the other hand, we likewife fee that all
Princes do what is in their Power to hinder this Pratice,
by forbidding their Subje@sto quit their Dominions with-
out Leave: [hus ’tis in Britain, Denmark, Saweden,
Naples, and elfewhere ; the Nobility of which cannot
abfent themfelves without Permiffion.

And altho’ the Loav Countries (efpecially Brabant) be
a very free Country, where, according to the Ordinances
of theYear 1312, Strangersmight come and eftablifh
their Houfholds, and thefe might afterwards remove

-themfelves whither they pleafed : Yet the feveral Pla-
cards of the 18th of September, 1567 ; the 1ft of Fuly,
1609 5 the 15th of Nowember, 1627, with the Notes of
Zipens de notitid Furis Belgici, according to the Cuftoms
of Flanders, by him cited, fhew that this Liberty is very
much limited in feveral Particulars; ard even in our
Dayswe fee the Fifcals exert themfelves, when the Cafe
touches the Confervation of the Good of the State, in
whatfoever Province, City, or Fraternities of Trade
( wherein the Diminution, or Difadvantage of the Pub-
lick, may be concerned) it may happen. And therefore
(over and above the feveral Treaties) Princes make By-
Laws and Ordinances for the Confervation of the State,
which ought certainly to be reckoned among the Funda-
mental Laws, tho’ they may not perhaps be called by
that Name. And we may conclude with Bodinus, that
Princes are accuftomed among themfelves for this Reafon
t@ put in force Rogatory Commi/fions,or Letters of Margque,

te
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to make their Subjefts obey, and to evoke ot reclaim
the Caufes and Purfuits againft them, (except in Cafes of
Right determined ;) and upon this Paint we often fee
‘YVar declared between the Princes requiring and refa-
ing.

Now as to the Second Head founded upon the particu-
lar Privileges of Brabant, this ought not to come under
Confideration till the Perfon arrefted has declared, by
fome Remonftrance, thathe infifts upon it, and pretends
to make his ufe of it. For whofoever builds upon a Pri-
vilege, ought to alledge and prove it firt. Notwith(tand-
ing, whillt we are in the Dark, whether fuch Remon-
ftrance was ever made or not, we may venture to fay,
that this Privilege €an no way operate in the prefent
Cale. - Allthat the Perfon arreited can alledge muft be,
that the Text of the Fayful Entry, in the 17th Article,
wherein it is faid, So abat Perfon 5 Whatfocever Perfon,
&c. comprehends in general, and without Diftinétion,
Reftri¢tion, or Modification (in refpect to the Perfon ar-
refted) all forts of People, whether of Brabant, or ofall
the Low Countries, or any other way aSubje&t of the
Prince, or.an.utter Stranger ; and that this Privilege is
real, and attached™and annexed to the Land of Brabant.
But if any one wou'd penetrate into the true Senfe of this
tliey wou'd find that the Meaning of it muft be, that when.
a Brabander is made a Prifoner in Brabant, the Duke
fhall neither caufe, nof fuffer him to be conveyed a
Prifoner out of the Ldnd of Brabant. The Word So
awhat Perfon, finds its Signification in the Perfon of a
Subje& of Brabant; of whatfoever Condition or Sex it
may be, whether Man or Woman, Ecclefiaftick or Se-
cular, Noble or Ignoble. The Word Gevangen, or
Prifoner, fignifies properly a Criminal Prifoner ; and the
meaning is, that a Brabander being there made Prifoner,
fhall be abfolutely and finally judged by Fudges of Bra-
bant, and according to the Laas of Brabant [as iz En-
~ gland, @/l Perfons are to be tried by the Vicinage.] This
Law, in its felf is good and juft, and this correfponds
with many other of the Articlesin the fame Foyfu/ Entry,
which fpeak of Judges, and the Execution of Juftice ;
but if we fhould ftretch the Interpretation of it to Strang-

ors
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ers indifferently, it wou’d become very unjuft.

All Privileges are to be regularly taken upon the Foot
of Remuneration; and {hou’d this Article be conftrued
fo generally, asto extend to Strangers, it wou'd follow,
that all Nations in the World had merited from the
Brabandcrs and their Duke.

In the Duke of A/va’s Time, this Matter was pufhed
very far in favour of the Be/gian Previnces in general
(they being all then united underthe fame Sovereign)
but never m favour of abfolute Strangers. And altho’
we fhould {uppofe that Great Britain had merited very
much at the Brabanders Hands, wou'd it therefore fol-
low, orbe thought to be allowed in favour of a particu-
lar Subject of Great Britain, to the Difadvantage of that
King, the Kingdom, or the States of it? Ought this
Merit to be recompenced the quite contrary way ?

In fine, letus take this Privilege in the moft general
and comprehenfive Senfe ; and for as ftrong and funda-
mental 2 Law as fome wou’d haveit: I am going to
prove, that it can have no manner of Operation in the
prefent Cafe.

By the 24th Article of the Fopfu/ Entry *tis ftipulated,
That the Duke fball not fuffer bis Subjefts of Brabant ro
arreft or implead each other out of the Furifdiftion of Bra-
bant: And you may note, by the way, that this Law
binds and obliges a Subje¢t of Brabant, tho’ he be out
out of the Prince’s Territory ; and this thews you, that
as well in Brabant as elfewhere, what we averred before
is true, wiz. that the Power of the Prince over his Sub-
je€t is not loft or diminithed by the changing his Place of
Abode or Country ; and moft certainly can never be fup-
pofed otherwife, quando mutatio eft momentanca, when
this Change is of a fudden, and but for a fhort time :
And every Man will readily believe, that if this cafe
thould bappen in Grear Britain, the King would give
a fpeedy Redrefs upon the firlt Requifition and Inftance
of the Duke of Brabant. 'Thefe two Privileges, con-
tained in the 17th and 24th Artic'es (whereof the Se-
cond, taken generally, is more ftrong than the Firft)
ought, with great Reafon, to lie under the fame Re-
firiCtions and Modifications, The Second is aétually mo-

dified
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dified in T'erms by the faid 24th Article, wherein thefe
Words follow immediately thofe before quoted, wux/efs
the Perfon to be arrefled be @ Fugitive; if then, a Bra-
bander may lawfully arreft his Debtor Brabander out of
that Country, in cafe he be a Fugitiwe ; it ismuch more
equitable to grant the fame Privilege w2 Brabant to Stran-
gers.

But further, whoever perufes the Treaties between
England and the Sovereign of Brabant, will find by
them, that the Obligations between thefe two Nations are
much ftronger than between Brabant and any other Fo-
reign Country. The Treaty of 1495, confirmed by fe-
veral fubfequent Treaties, wiz. thofe of 1604, 1630,
and 1660, contains this Claufe, as tranflated out of the
Latin, Chap. 27, That any Subjeld of either of the two
Princes, alledging, That his Debitor is jufily [ufpeFed
20 be a Fugitive, the faid Debitor ought to be put and beld
under Arreft, unlefs be prowes, that be ought ot 1o be
Sufpeéted of being fuch Fugitive. But here the Queftion-is
not between particular Subjets of the different Potentates,
whereof the one is barely fufpected of Flight ; but where-
inaKing, a Kingdom, a whole Nation is concerned,
purfuing a Subjec?, truly a Fugitive, by fuch plain Proofs
as admit of no Contradiction : A Subjet in a publick
Office, entrufted with the Management and Difpofal of
vaft Sums of Money, whereon depends the Publick
Credit of .the whole Nation : A Perfon’who ought to be
fentback to be judged according to the Laws of his
own Country ; it being a Thing impoffible, that thofe
Laws fhould be thoroughly underftood by any Judges
of a ftrange Country.

And who can imagine, that the Sovereign of Brabant
fhould refufe to fend him home, confidering, that by
the Stipulations in the Treaties, the two Princes have
obliged themfelves reciprocally to precure and promote,
in all Things, whatfoever fhall be to the Advantage of
each of them and of his Nation; and alfo, to hinder
every thing that may be any ways hurtful? And as to
the States of Brabant, how fhould they dare to oppo‘e
the Surrender and Return of fuch a Criminal ? Surely,
they would not be willing that thelike fhould happen

in
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in their own Cafe, if one of the Receivers of publick
Money thould run away and take fhelter in Great Brirain,
There isa Rule which is very good and natuaral, which
di&tates, Quod tibi non nocet, Alteri Prodefl, facile eff
concedendum! maxime dum non folum non prodefet, fed
mmultum noceret fi non ficret.  Whatever does you no harm,
and does Another Perfon good, ought to be cafily granted;
but efpecially, when it awould do no good, but might do a
great deal of harmif it were not done. Now No-bedy
can fee what Harm or Wrong it would do the Braband.rs,
if the Perfon arrefted were fent over; or to their Fri-
vilege, whereof the Senfe and Meaning has been de-
clared dubious by the A& of the Magiltrate of Brujels,
made the 6th Day of O&obery 1692, and figned, H.
Facobs, atthe Inftance of the Scout of dAn:flerdam againft
Pcter Baltazar Lievens, a Bankrupt of Amflerdam, de-
tained a Prifoner in the #runt, (aPrifon fo called at that
Time) the Words of that A& are, That avhbereas the
Prifoner pleaded, that the Privileges of Brabant ought 1o
operate in his Favour, altho’ he aas neither a Brabander
nor a Su[vjeﬂ of his Majefly ; under the Pretext, that the
Article awas couched in gencral Terms; therefore, in or-
der toawoid any Infraftion, it avas rcfolved, to leave the
Senfe and laterpretation of it tothe Council of Brabant:
Which at laft was finally determined and put beyond all
doubt by the Decree of the Governour General, avith
the ddvice and Confent of the faid Council and of the E-
flates. By Virtue of which, the Prifoner was furren-
dered, and put into the Pofleflion of the Refident of the
States-General of the United Provinces.

There were thefe further Differences and Singularities
between this and the prefent Cafe ; That the faid Licwvens
was a Roman Catholict ; and alledged, that he retired in-
to Brabant in order to have the freer Exercife of bis Re-
ligion. 'That he came into Brabant, with a Defign #o
fix bis Houfbold and Family there ; that he had already
Jfor a long time dwclt there. 'That the Jurifdition of the
Judge over him in Holland, was not yet thoroughly found-
ed by any A% of Summons, or otherwife.

In the prefent Cafe it is therefore moft certain, that
the Requifiteries, or Inftances of his Majefty of Grear

Britain
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Britain’s Minifters ought to take place, notwithftand-
ing all Privileges of this Natare ; which according to
the Opinion of the before-cited Zipeus, (in his Introduc-
tion) might even be abrogated. His Words ars as fol-
lows Sed & hac ipfa (privilegia) frequentem pa-
tiuntur abrogationem, fi quod in utilitatem publice confi-
derationis conceflum oft incipiat vergere in nimium damnum,
wel etiam modum excedat : Et etiam poffunt ipfi ordines
privilegia concefJa remittere, dummodo caufa aliqua fubfit ;
Zmo potefl princeps Leges publicas & promifjas non tenere f§
irrationibiles fint wel deveniant, {5 aliud falus publica
exigat. But the wery Privileges do frequently bear
an Abrogation, if what was at firft granted for the Sake
of the publick Utility, fbould begin to turn to its great Da-
mage, or fhould exceed a juft Meafure ; and thewery States
themfelves can, upon Occafion, remit the Privileges grant-
ed to them: Nay the Prince may fufpend the publick Laaws
and bis Promifes, if they be or become unreafonable, and
the Publick Safety require it.

And ’tis believed, for this very Reafon, at the Time
of the Foyful Entry of Philip the Second [ Charles the 5th
of immortal Memory, being then prefent and affifting,
in the Year 1549] after {feveral Conterences and Debates
held between the Prince and the States (by Commiffaries,
who thoroughly underftood the Authority and Superiori-
ty of the Prince, as well as the Original Rights and Pri-
vileges of the Country) upon occafion of changing or
moderating the Articles, according as they fhould be o6-
Sferwable, or non-obferwable, in refpe& to the Promife
made by the Prince, to obferve them in the laft Article
but one that this Claufe was added,- Jfo far as the
Said Articles are to be cbfereved; or are obferwable 5 which
Claufe has ever fince been inferted in all the fubfequent
Foyful Entries. And we think ’tis {ufficiently demon-
firated, that the Privilege in Queftion is among the
Number of the Nox-obfervables with Regard to Fo-
reigners.  And namely, in the Cafe of a Subjedt of
Great Britain ; who befides of all the foregoing Rea-
fons, was in procinéu, juft ready to run out of Brabant
itfelf, and has thereby rendered himfelf unworthy of any
Privileges belonging to a Brabander.

The
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The Charaéler of an Independent Whig.
By T. Gordon, E/g;

A
7

Anno 1720,

I Ndependency at Court is a Herefy in Politicks, never .
pardoned, zuch lefs countenanced there.  Our Whig,
therefore, adheres to his Principles, and has no Preten-
fions to a Place. ‘
—Caret invidenda fobrius aula. He {corns all implicit
Faith in the State, as well as the Church. The Au-
thority of Names is nothing to him ; he judges all
Men by their A&ions and Behaviour, and hates a Knave
of his own Party, as much as he defpifes a Fool of
another. He confents not that any Man, or Body of
Men, fhall do what they pleafe. He claims a Right of
examining all publick Meafures, and, if they deferve it,
of cenfuring them. As he never faw much Power
poffefled without fome Abufe, he takes upon him to
watch thofe that have it; and to acquit or expofe them,
according as they apply it, to the Good of their Coun-
try, or their own crooked Purpofes.

As to Religion, our Whig is a Proteftant ; not becaufe
he was born fo, according to the canting Abfurdity in
Vogue ; orbred fo, fince in Infancy Religion is acquired
like a Leflon in Grammar, purely by the Help of
Memory ; and therefore Children learn it, whether it be
good or bad, as they do Langua2e, from their Nurfe, or
their Parents. But he is a Proteflant becaufe his Judg-
ment and his Eyes inform him, that the Principles of
that Faith are warranted by the Bible, and confiftent
with our Civil Liberties; and he thinks every Syftem
which is not fo, to be Forgery and Impofture, however
dignified or diftinguifhed.

In Confequence of this, he has a great Refpeét for the
Office of a Clergyman ; and for his Perfon, if he de-

ferves
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ferves it. But if his Doérine or Pratice difgraces his
Order, our Whig owns his Contempt for the Men. The
Clergy are the beft or the worft of Men; and as the firft
cannot be too much honoured, the latter cannot be too
much defpifed. It is of good Example, and there ise-
qual Reafon in it. 'Why fhould Virtue and Villany fare
alike ? Names do not change Qualities, nor Habits Men.
Where is the Equity of Rewards and Punifhments, and
confequently the Force of all Laws, human and divine,
if vile Men muft be reverenced, and the good can be no
more ?

It is but reafonable that all Men fhould be judged by
their Aftions, and reverenced, or fcorned, according to
the Goodnefs or Wickednefs of their Lives, without any
Regard had to their Titles or Garbs; which fignify no
more than a Breath of Wind, or the Bark of a Tree.

There is not a greater Infult upon the Underftandings
of Mankind, than for Prielts to challenge Refpect from
their Habit, when they have forfeited it by their Be-
haviour. There is no Sandity in Garments. A Rofe
in a Man’s Hat does not enlarge his Piety. Grace is not
conveyed by a Piece of Lawn, or Chaftity by the wear-
ing of a Girdle. A black Gown has neither Senfe, nor
better Manners, than a black Cloak. Nor is a black
Cloak more edifying than a Fuftian Frock ; no more
than a Cambrick Bib is an Antidote againft Lewdnefs, or
an Atonement for it.

This confecrating of Garments, and deriving Vene-
ration from a Suit of Cloaths, is barefac’d Preftcraft,
It is teaching the Praclice of Idolatry to a Gown and
Caffock. If a little fenfelefs Pedant, who is a living
Contradiftion of Virtue and Breeding, can but whip in-
to Orders, and cover himfelf with Crape, the firft Thing
he does is to overlook and affront all Mankind, and then
demand their Reverence. His Surplice is his Citadel,
and he claims the Impunity of an Ambaffador for being
gracelefs and faucy.

As to the common Defence which is made for their
Immoralities ; namely, That they are Fleth and Blood
as well as other Men, it is a wretched Piece of Sophittry.
If they are not better than others, how are they fit to
mend others? And if they cannot leave their Captivity

to
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to Sin and Satan, how come they to claim fo near an
Alliance with Heaven ? If they have God's Commiffion
in their Pockets, and yet will engage in another Service,
what Name and Treatment do they deferve? We know
the Fate of Rebels and Delerters in a Lay Gevernment.
Can Men fucceed to the Apoftles with the Qualities and
Behaviour of Apoftaces? How will they reconcile a holy
Calling to infamous Lives? A Clergyman who is as bad
as an ill Layman, is confequently worfe. Inthat Cha-
ralter there is no Medium between doing Good and do-
ing Mifchief; fince the Influence of Example is fironger
than that of Precept. As the Do&rine and Pradtice of
Piety, make up the Profeflion of a Clergyman, he who
deferts Truth and Holinefs deferts his ‘Profefiion, and
ought to be no longer owned for a Teacher of Religion,
im fhunned and hated, as a Foe to Religion and Man-
cind. ’

The Clergy have made fuch a terrible and inhuman
Ufe of Power, in all Ages and Countries where they
<could come at it, that our Whig is for keeping their
Nails always par’d, and their Wings clipp’d, in this
Particular. Reafon and Liberty are the Two greateft
Gifts and Bleflings which God has given us, and yet
where-ever a prieftly Authority prevails, they muft either
fly or fuffer. They are Enemies to the Craft, and muft
expe¢t no Toleration. Darknefs and Chains are the
furet Pillars of the facerdotal Empire, and it cannot
{tand without them.

Let us remember Archbithop Laxd, who having got
the Regal Power out of a weak Prince’s Hands, into his
own, fet his Face againft Truth, Property, Confcicnce,
and Liberty, and trampled them all under Foot for
feveral Years together. A Spirit of Cruelty and Do-
minion govern'd this Man, and he govern'd King and
People. His Heart was fo impioufly bent upon deftroy-
ing Confcience and the Conftitution, and exalting the
Priefthood, that when any Man was opprefled in a paltry,
tyrannical, Bithop's Court, the Judges in Wefminfler-
hall durft net obey their Oaths, and the Law, by reliev-
ing him ; but were forced to' be forfworn, to avoid the
Anger of his Grace. This uplart, Plebeian Prieft, hop-
ed to fee the Time, when ncer a Fack Gentleman in
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Yngland avonld dare to fland before a Parfon avith bis
Hart on. A fine Scece truly ! to fec a Gentleman of
Fortune and Breeding, fland ftooping, and bare-headed,
to a {mall, ill-nurtured Vicar; who had, perhaps, for-
merly clean’d his Shoes, and lived upon the Crumbs
that came from his Table!

Let us look back into former Ages, and round Europe
at this Day, and fee whether abject Slavery inthe People
isnot, and always has been, the certain Confequence of
Power in the Priefts. It cannot be denied.

I'thank God I know no Power our Clergy have, but
that of {fuing for Tithes, and the like Privileges, which
they receivg from the Law alone. Thofe Ecclefiafticks
who claim, by Divine Right, any other Power, than
that of Exhortation, talk Nonfenfe, and -bely the New
Teftament. To the Law, and the People who made
that Law, they owe their Bread ; and to fet up for an In-
dependency in Oppofition to both, and pretend to a
Mafterfhip over them, isarrogant, dangerous, and ought
to be penal. Iamtold itis capital, here in England, tor
a Proteftant to go over to the Romifb Religion ; and yet
fhall a Prieft dare publickly, from the Prefsand the Pul-
pit, to claim, and juftify, the moft effential, and moft
formidable Principles of Popery ; and thereby declare
his Reconciliation with that bloody Religion, which is
fupported by Fraud, Bondage, and human Slaughter:
And fhall he for all this go unqueftioned? This, in my
Opiniun, is to contend with Impunity for Ufurpationand
Rebellion.

Some would feem to qualify thefe Pretenfions, by fay-
ing, That they claim a Power. Which feems, in this
Cafe, a Sort of a Contradi&ion. For if it is a Power,
and yet depends upon another Power, then is it, pro-
perly {peaking, a Jurifdi€ion of Subjetion, and an Au-
thority under an Authority. And while the Law and
the Hierarchy are thus own’d to be Mafier and Man, we
defire no more.

Qur Whig is for an unlimited Toleration of all Dif-
fenters whatfoever, who own the Laws and our Civil
"Form of Government. As to their religious Opinions,

- they are juftified in them by Sincerity ; and even where
that is wanting, God alone is able to judge, and alone
o has
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hasa Right to punith. In Matters of Confcience, he
who does his beft does well, though he is miftaken.
Here all Men muft determine for themfelves: He who
follows another in this Cafe, without Enquiry, is Man’s
Votary, and not God's. As we have a Right to enquire
into the Truth of any Religion, we have alfo a Right to
leave it, if it appears falfe: Butif it ftands the Teft of
Examination, and appears true, then is our Adherence ta
it founded upon our own Judgment, and not upon Au-
thority. If there be no Right of lnquiry, where is the
Ufe of Perfwafion, which implies Doubt? Or of reading
the Scripture, which implies Underftanding? We be-
lieve not a Thing ’till we think it true; and cannot be-
lieve it, if we think it falfe: And to punith Men for
having Eyes, or having noae, is equally diabolical and
tyrannical.

Men difagree daily about Matters, which are fubject
to the Exawination of Senfe ; and is it likely that we
can be all of a Mind about Things which are invifible
and difputable? Doctors themfelves are daily cavilling ;
every ore contradi€ts another, and yet all are in the
right, and each demands our Faith to his particular In.
vention. We cannot follow all; and among equal Au-
thorities pray which is the beft? For the fame Reafon
that we cannot belicve every one of them, we need be-
iieve none of them, upon their own Word.

Our Whig goes farther, and thinks that all Proteftants
ought to be equally employed in a State to which they
arc equally well affe€ted. 'The Magiftrate has nothing to
do with Speculations that purely comncern another Life ¢
Nor is it of any Confequence to him, whether his Sub-
jeéts have a greater Fondnefls for a Cloak or a Surplice :
Their Affetions to the political Power, ard their Ca-
pacity to ferve it, are only to be confulted and encodra-
ged. Provided a Man loves Liberty and his Country,
what 1s it to the Commonwealth whethet he ‘ﬁngS“his
Prayers or faysthem ? Or whether he thinksa Bifop or
a Prejfbyter the nearer Relation to St. Paud, -

Thefe Two Words (Bifbop and Prefbyeer ) fignify, in
Scripture, one and the fame Thing, and are equally ufed
to fignify oneand the fame Officer.  Our great Church-
men, indeed, have been pleafed to think ¢he Bible mif.

03 taken
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taken in this Matter, and to be in the right themfelves
they have made Epifcopacy and Prefbytery as oppofite
to each other as Paradife and Purgatory ; and have fre-
quently gone to cutting of Throats to prove their
Point.

I muft confefs a Diocefe, and a Seat in the Houfe of
Lords, are unanfwerable Reafons for ihe Divine Right
of Epifcopacy. There is no Way of confuting them.
You may as well argue with a Gusnea-Merchant againft
the felling of Slaves.

Befides, a lordly Creature, who never preaches (Mi-
racles having long ago ceafed) and keeps a great Table
and Equipage, and enjoys all the great and good Things
of this Life, carries in all thefe Marks {uch an Evidence
of his being St. Paul’s right Heir, in a lineal Defcent,
that I wonder any Body Zare doubt it.

However, as the plaineft Things in Faith are made
doubtful among Divines, who have an admirable Knack
at ftarting Difhiculties, where no Body elfe would expeét
them ; our Whig is of Opinion, that the Teacher who
walks on Foot, has asgood a_Title to difpute about Re-
ligion, and maintain his own, as the Right Reverend
Doctor, who fupports his Orthodoxy with a Coach and
Six ; and fhould be as much encouraged by the Civil Ma-
giftrate, if his Principles and Behaviour fquare with the
Conftitution. Isa Man a better Neighbour, or Subje&,
for nodding to a Table, at the upper End of a Chancel,
or for pronouncing his Faith towards the Eat? Our
Churchmen may find good Caufe to enjoin thefe necefary
Things, which the Scripture had forgot, and enjoy great
Benefit and Obedience from the Prattice of them; butin
temporal Matters, I am not fully convinced that they
make a Man’s Head wifer, or his Heart honefter.

I cannothere omit taking Notice of an old fallacious
Cry,. which, has long rung in our Ears; namely, that of
no Bifbop, no King. 'This folid Argument was ufed, with
Royal Succefs, by King James the fir/f, when he fate
Deputy for the Clergy, and difputed with the Puritans,
at the Conference at Hampton-Court. It was indeed,
the beft he could ufe ; however he ftrengthned, and em-
bellifhed it, with feveral imperial Oaths, which hefwore

on
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on that Occalion, to the utter Confufion of his Anta-
gonifts, and the great Triumph of the genuine Clergy and
the Archbithop; who beftowed the Holy Ghoft upon
his Majelty, for his Zeal and Swearing on the Church’s
Side.

This ftupid Saying has formerly filled our Prifons with
Diffenters, and chafed many of them to America; and
by this Means weakened the Kingdemn and the Proteftant
Religion, to keep up good Neizhbourhood between the
Bithops, and the Prince. But they were neither the
Bithops, nor their Creatures, that reftored Kizg Charles
the fecend, but a Set of true Prelbyterians, who were
rewarded for it with Gaol, Fines, and Silent Sabbaths.

Loyalty is not confined to the Mitre. Bifhops have
given more Difturbance, and occafioned more Diftrefies
to Prince and People, than any other Sort of Men upon
Earth. This I can preve. QOur own Bithops, for near
an hundred Years before the Revolution, were in every
Scheme for promoting Tyranny and Bondage. On the
other Hand, our Diflenters were ever eminent Oppolers
of Arbitrary Power, and alway lived pcaceably under
thofe Princes who ufed them like Subjeis. If they took
up Arms when they were opprefled, Churchmen have
done the fame, and often without that Caufe,

Had it not been for Diffenters, I queftion whether we
fhould now have had either this Conftitution, this King,
or this Religion. It is well known that a great Ma-
jority of our Churchmen have got Claims and Principles
utterly irreconcileable to either. The moft miichievous
Tenets of Popery are adopted and maintained, and the
Ground upon which our Security and Succeflion ftand, is
boldly undermined. It is dreadful, and incredible what
a Reprobate Spirit reigns among(t the High Clergy.

The Coavocation have fallen fiercely upon thofe who
have fallea upon Popery and Jacobitifm. And what a
Popifh, Impious and Rebellious Spirit reigns at Oxford,
they themfelves fave me the Trouble of declaring. ~Dif-
affection is promoted ; open and black Perjury is juftified;
and it is held lawful to defy Almighty Vengeance for a
Morfel of Bread. A Man’s Confcience is tried by an
Oath, and he that can {wallow any has none,

03 But
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Buat it is not enough to fhipwreck their Souls for their
Livings, nor to keep this hellith Corruption at Home.
As they pradtife {o they teach, and the {preading of their
own Guilt, and the making others as bad as themfelves
{if Laymen can be fo) is made the Duty of their Func-
tions, and the Bufinefs of their Lives. Can Antichrift
do worfe? And are thefe Men who walk in the Paths of
Atheifm and Perdition, fit to lead others to Holinefs and
Eternal Life?

One of the greateft Men of the laft Age told King
Wiiliam, That the Univerfities, if they continued upon
the prefent Foot, would deftroy Him, or the Nation,
or fome of his Succeflors. And they have ever fince
been endeavouring to make good his Words. That
Prince was fo thoroughly apprized of the dangerous
Geniusand Principles of thefe two Bodies of Men, that
he intended a Regulation, but, as it is faid, was prevented
by the pernicious Advice of the late Duke of § R
who had at that Time gained the King's Confidence, and
was at the Head of the Whigs, but was betraying both,
and making a Party with the Tories, as afterwards
plain'y enough appeared.

How far, and how faft, thefe Seminaries have fince
then corrupted and inflamed the People, every Body
knows, and the Nation feels. Had it not been for them
we thould have lighter Taxes and fewer Soldiers.

Upon the Coming in of his prefent Majelty, we
thought we had a Right to expet fuh Meafures of
Government as would not only fecare Us for the Time
being, but prevent a Relapfe into the Dangers out of
which Providence had juft plucked Us by the Death of
Tt is certain that the King brought along with
him, and ftill preferves a Difpofition to do Us all the
Good which we can propofe or defire.

Al thofe Whigs therefore who had no fecret Ends to
ferve by dark Dealings with the Tories, nor private For-
tunes to raife by neglefting or perplexing the Publick,
infifted upon the Punithment of thofe who had bargained
away the Nation, and upon a Vifitation of the Univer-
fities, and both were undertaken and promifed. But
why neither was done, they who are concerned can belfk

tell,
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tell, if telling was proper, In the mean Time they can-
not blame us for guefing.

I am only forry that the great and furprizing Tender-
nefs, which fome have thewn for the High Clergy, has
not been able to produce one Inftance of Loyalty or
Moderation. Perhaps the Priefthood will accept of ro
Alliance without a total Alteration; and that the Adop-
tion of two or three eminent Perfons of their ['ation in-
to Partnerfhip with fome other eminent Perfons, pretend-
ing to be of a different Faétion, will not do.

However that be, the Univerfities fcem to dread no
fuch Things as a Vifitation. Whether they take their
Conjetures from our other Meafures for Reformation, I
cannot fay.

The fame Spirit which leads us to 1éffen our Taxes and
clear the Publick, and to enlarge the Bottom of Liberty
and the Proteftant Faith by unyoking of Diffenters, will
carry us alfoto remove the Corruption of our Seminaries,
and their difaffeCted Spawn in too many Parifhes. But
when fuch 2 Spirit will arife, we are not able to foretel.
Wehave been already long deluded with many Prophecies
and Promifes of that Kind, which, as pofitive as they
were, and as probable as they appeared, have never been
fuifilled. We have been even tired with hoping and
believing, and now Defpair and Infidelity have fucceed-
ed, andare like to laft as long as their Caufes laft.

Our Liberties, in the mean Time, lyc exceeding pre-
carious. The High Clergy have ftill the fame Engines
to play againft them, which in Time paft have gone very
near utterly to overturn them.  Their Divine Right is
preferved as the Apple of their Eye ; a blind Belief in
thim is inculcated with all their Might ; and a blind O-
bedience to any Royal Idol, who will purchafe their
Flattery by worfhipping them, is at all Times the Bur-
den of their Harangues. As to this laft Article, we are
I thank God, very fafe at prefent; but the prefent will
not be always.

I'could here wonder, for two or three Pages, at the
marvellous Strength of Nonfenfe, and the pitiful Weak,
nefs of Human Minds, who by the Perfwafion of Falthood
and Contradiction can grow zealous for their own Bonds

04 and
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and Wretchednefs. And yet is it not fo in moft Countriés,
where People are miferable by the Advice of their
Priefts to pleafea Tyrant ?

There are Bounds {fet to the Power of our Princes by
the fame Laws which made them Princes. An Engli/h
King is limited as well, thouphnot as much as a Duzch
Stadtholder, and for the fame Reafon. The Difference of
Names alters not the Cafe. Would a Dutch Prieft dare,
in that free Country, to tell the People, that they ought
to be Slaves to an Officer of their own making, and yet
g without a Whipping, or a Difmiffion, or fomething
ttill worfe ? Is it High Treafon to affert that a King has
no Tite, and ought to be depofed ? And is it no Crime
toargue and maintzin that the People are Slaves, and
their Lives and Property at the Mercy of one whom they
created, and whofe Duty itis, to defend thofe Lives and
that Property ?

It is true, too many of the High Clergy never once
pradtife this Doflrine themf{elves and never encourage it
in others but for profitable Purpofes.  But {uch is their
want of Shame, that they never quit it, and yet never
obferve it. They preach againft Rebellion, and pradtife
Reébellion, juft as they are pleafed or out of Humour.

Our Whig fees with Pain and Fear the dangerous Cen-
dition of our Debts and Taxes. They are a heavy and
melancholy Load upon the Nation, and will be fo, till
it pleafes God to rai‘e up proper Hands to relieveus, and
who will fet about it while it is yet praéticable, before
more new Wars have puzzled and encreafed our Ac-
counts beyond a Poffibility of clearing them. They are
at prefent a Canker in the Hearts of many People, and
create numerous Foes, whom we in vain ftrive to tesrify
or reconcile, if we do not leflen their Rurdens.

From hence the Enemies of our Peace and Liberty
take Pretence, and find ample Materials, for fowing Dif-
affetion ; and we in vain confront, or contradit them.
1f we are afked, when we fhall have done fighting and
taxing ? we either know not What to anfwer, or if we
name a Time for their ending, at leaft for their begin-
‘ning to end, they will not take our Word.

With
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~ With the Cure of publick Evils DifaffeCtion will be
curedalfo. All Men, therefore, who are Friends to the
King, or the Nation, will labour this Happinefs; will a-
void entring into all Wars which are not abfolately ne~
ceflary to the publick Security, and will take every Op-
portunity to end thofe which are fo, upon hosourable
Terms: And by this Teft let them be tried: We have
before our Eyes a pregnant Inftance in France (and, 1
doubt, a dangerous one too for its Neighbours) where
an almeft univerfal Difaffe¢tion is changed into an univer-
fal Love to the Adminiftration, upon the Appearance
of its acting for the publick Good. ,

We have fo good a Prince, that let our Debts be ever
fo high and embarraffed, we have no Reafon to fear a
Sponge, or a Standing Army, to clear the Kingdom of
its Mortgages, though it could be done no other Way:
And in his Goodnefs is our greateft Hope. There are
many good Subjeéts who ternfy themfelves with fuch In-
dignations, which, indeed, are truly terrible, where they
well grounded.  But his Majefty>s Virtue, and the im-
portunate Call of the Nation, will, no doubt, be too
hard, atlaft, for allill Management or worfe Defigns of
any who may find their Account in dabling in publick
Misfortunes ; and who, whillt they think they tread
upon a Worm, may roufe a Lion.

Let us remember the fad Fate of Saveden and Denmark.
They run into Debts by running into Wars, and the
Court took Advan-age of their Neceflivies to feize their
Liberties. * They grew Slaves by growing infolent. Un-
der his Majefty’s Keign we fear no fuch  hing; and I
hope, we fhall fcorn to {uffer it under any other. Befides,
as we are told a Remedy is intended, 1 doubt not but we
fhatl fee it the enfuing Seflions, when our Burdens will
be eafed, and our Difficulties removed. There is ano-
ble Fund of Wealth in the Nat on, and we are yet re-
deemable, if proper Perfons offer to undertake it, :

Our Whig is a declared Enemy to all Wars, if they
are not ablolutelv neceffary.  Though he honours a Sol-
dier as he does a Phyfician, yet he prays to God that he
may never have Occafion for either  Arbitrary Courts
abroad, are, for the mot Part, compofed of Officers
of the Army ; and our Whig has fo great a Weaknefs

O3 " about
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about him, that he cannot, without very uneafy Tmages,
fee a Glare of Scarlet where he would leaft with it. He
would not have the Men of the Sword grow familiar to
theEyes of the People, nor become the Equipage of our
Britifh Kings,

Military Men are a proper Equipage for thofe Princes
whoare Fathers of their People againft their Will ; who
lay the Foundations of Juftice in Fear and Blood, and
ufe the Sword as the molt nataral Means to fupport thofe
Foundations. In Countries that are enflav’d, the Sword
is the Civil Magiftrate: That itis not ours is almoft a
‘Wonder, confidering the Difpofition in many of our
former Princes to Armies. Our Kings of the Norman
Race were perpetually raifing Englifh Forces for the Pre-
fervation of their French Dominions, and engaging us
in eternal Wars on that Score. The Army that enflaved
Saveden was raifed for the Defence and Enlargement of
their German Provinces, which were always a Burden to
that King dom, ard, at length, its utter Ruin.

We donot at prefent {ecin Great Britain many more
Forces than are neceflary to the Civil Lift; and I hope
in proper Time there will notbe one more. They furntfh
another Topick for Clamour to the difaffected, who
raife Rebellions, and when they have given Occafion for
more Soldiers and more Taxes, cry out, Opprefion! Op-
prefhon! Sare thefe People are mad ; they dread the
Power of the Court, and yet are every Day helping it
to more,

If a right Ufe had been made of the late Rebellion,
we might have had now no new ones to fear. But, for
whatever Reafons I will not pretend to guef:, the Sur-
geons of that Time were foexceeding gentle i their O-
perations, that they left a Core inthe Wound.  Without
doubt the Motives for Clemency were irrefiftible.

I muft here acquit His Majefty from the Imputation of
any Fondnefs for a Standing Army. 1dare fay the Pro-
pofal to Difband our Forces after the Rebellion, met with
1o delay from Hiz ; and I have been told that he lately
refufed a very importunate Requelt to increafe His
"Troops. Imuft alfo do Juftice to the Gentlemen of the
Army for having fo well'done their Duty. If our High
Clergy were but equally faithful te their Oaths, and E-

' ) ' quatly
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qually Friends to their Country, we fhould have feen
neither new Troops, nor Rebellions. The Army has
faved us from the High Church. But for all that£ have
faid, I fhould be forry to fee the People of England ei-
ther Love or Fear aftanding Force: To do either in-
fers Danger.

I doubt not but when his Majefty fhall think fit to Dif-
band more Troops, his Mimiftry will a& with Alacrity
and without Art: Becaufe the difmiffing of fome com-
mon Soldiers on/y, after much Expeftation from one
Party, and morae Noife from another, will be fubjet to
unkind Interpretations.

I hope the Power of Quartering Soldiers is always im-
partially executed, and that no Confideration is of any
Force on this Qccafion, but that of the publick Security,
and the Loyalty or D.{loyalty of the Towns. I am per-
fivaded we fhall never hereafter fee a Regiment removed
out of a T'own avowedly difaffc&ed, into another which
does not want Dragoons to keep it quiet, purely becaufe
the commanding Officer has it in his Eye to fland Candi-
date for that Town, if ever there fhould be another
Occafion ; as I am informed has been pra&ifed in former
Reigns.

Our Whig was well enough pleafed with our Attack
upon the Spani/b Fleet. It became us, as Sovereigns of
the Sea, to pull down betimes the rifing Maritime Power
of Spain, and thereby fecure our Dignity and Trade.
But whether the Blow was well purfued, I am not a pro-
per Judge. I (hallonly fay, for the Honour of Great
Britain, that we are certainly the beft 4//ics in the whole
World and have the moft civil way of fighting our
Neighbours Battles for them.

Itis a very uncommon, though perhaps a neceffary
Kindnefs to employ atan immenfe Expence the Royal
" Navy - of England as Tranfports for the Emperor’s
Troops, and to cruife about a Country at fuch a diftance
from us, and for fo long a Time together. I coubt not
. but there will be very good Reafons given for it, if the
Parliament fhall ever think fit to call for them.

I muft here do our Superiors the Juftice to own that

they take effeftual and fpeedy Methods to finith the
Spaniy
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Spanifb War. For notwithftanding that we had. a grea
Flect in the Strcights, and another in the Baltick, a
Third was difpatched with much Refolution and Expence
to frighten che Cardinal into pacifick Meafures, and to
conquer #Zgo, tho® we were threatned at the fame Time
at Home with a dreadful Invafion from the late Duke
of Ormond. But no domeftick Danger can hinder a
brave People from exerting their martial Genius, and
making a heroick Figure abroad.

In this Vigo Expedition it is {aid we have had wonder-
ful Succels, For no: to mention that the-Town would
infallibly Lave been plundered, had not the Inhabitants
gutted their Houfes when they run away, it is certain
that we have vanquifhed feveral great Guns and brought
them away Captives. Itis alfo credibly reported, that
we have taken from the Enemy fome of their Fifhing
Tackle.

Our Whig allows Great Men to have their private
Failings and Paffions. It cannot be otherwife ; andthey
are unreafonable and ill bred who upbraid them wath it,
Butin the Name of God let them not indulge them at
the Expence of the Nation. Let them not poitpone the
Care of the publick Welfare to mind their own. Let
them not out of perfonal Fiques give up Whig Boroughs
into Jacobite Hands. Letthem not tor the fake of a
Miitrefs or a Ciony difable worthy Men, and pacronife
worthylefs. Let them not run into mad Dangers, and
then endeavour to alter and confound the Conftitution
for their perfonal Security from thofe Dangers. Let them
not out of Self-ends, and for fecret {perhaps pernicious
Jobs) be tampering and juggling with the Nation’s Ene-
mies, and deferting and betraying that Party which is
eminent for its Love of Liberty, to thofe who are its
ﬁxgmatlzed Enemies.

The Duke of Bucl:ng/zam chief Minifter to the blefled
Martyr, involved his Country in two Wars at a 1ime,
when the Exchequer was empty, with the two great
neighbouring Kingdoms, becaufe he was baulked in his
luftful Defigns upon a French Lady and a Spenith.  And
the Duke ot Laudecrdale, becaufe he was difobliged by
the Kirk, a Member of which he once was, ruled his

native
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native Kingdom of Scot/and by a great Army and fan-
guinary Laws, all the Reign of King Charles the Se-
cond.

I cannot forbear digreffing a little here, to fhew the
wretched State of Scot/and at that Time. High Church,
which by Force and Cruelty had expelled Prefbytery, en-
joyed then a rare Time of revelling in the Blood of
Schifmaticks,  The Orthodox Priefts became every
where Informers againft the Preaching and Praying of
Nonconformifts, and the Soldiers, to pleafe the Priells,
became their Butchers.  And the-poor religious People,
when caught provoking the Clergy by Devotion, were
unmercifully put to Death without Law, Jury, or Re-
cord. So were thofe Men rewarded, who had received,
and crowned that King, when his Life was fought by
thofe who took away his Father’s.

But to return. Ican prove it, that the whole Legif-
lative Power of this Nation has been in former Reigns
engaged in gratifying a diabolical Paflion of one Man ;
and our Security and Liberties have been facrificed to Hu-
mour or a Miltrefs, Whena Minifter makes hafte to be
rich, the Service of his Country muft either lye ftill, or
go on no falter than he gets by it. A whole People was
finely employed when they were Iabouring for the Pocket
of one who was betraying them at the fame Time. Moft
Men are willing to allow a great Officer, it he would but
carcfully cook the Nation’s Money, to lick his own Fing.
ersand thrive upon his Employment. But he who ei.
haufts the Nation for his own Ufe, is a publick High-
wayman, and the whole Kingdom thould be his Profe-
cutors. I do not believe that there are fuch Pra&ices at
prefent I pray God defend us from the futore,
That fuch Things may be fafely done, is evident frora
hence, that of all the overgrown Leeches of the laft
Reigns (for I fuppofe there have been none in this) not
one has been yet drained of his ill got Wealth,

Gaming is {odreadful a Vice, efpecially in thofe whe
are any way intrufted with our Liberties, that I cannot
pals over it in filence.

A Man who will venture his Eftate will venture his

- Country. Hewho is mad enough to commis his All to

the -
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the Chance of a Dye, is like to prove but a faithlefs
Guardian of the Publick, in which he has perhaps no
longer any Stake. Itis a Jeft, and fomething worfe in
a Man who flings away his Fortune this way, to pretend
any Regard for the good of Mankind. His Actions
give his Words the Lie. He facrifices his own Hap-
pinefs, and that of his Family and Potterity, to a Shar-
per or an Amuiemen , and by deing it fhews thac he is
atterly deftitute of ¢ mmon Prudence and natural Af.
feltion; and on the contrary, an Encourager aud Ex-
amp e of the moft deftrutive Corruption ; and afier all
this ridiculoufly talks of his Zeal for his Country, which
confift in good Senfe and Virtue joined to a Ten-ernefs
for one’s Fellow Creatures.  When he has wanionly re-
duced himlelf to a Morfel of Bread, he will be eafily
perfwaded to forfake his Wretchednefs and accept of a
Bribe. Who would truft their Property with one who
cannot keep his own? The fame vicious Imbecility of
Mind which makes a Man a Yool to himfelf, will make
him a Knave to other People. So that this wicked
Pronenefs to play, which is only the impious Art of une
doing :nd being undone, cuts off ¢very Man who is pof-
feffed with it, from all pretence either to Honefty or
Capacity. I doubt England has paid dear for fuch Ex-
travagancies. A Law-macer and a Gamefler, is a
Character big with Abfurdity and Danger. I wifh that
in every Member of either Houfe Gaming were attend-
ed wich Expulfion and Degradation; and. in every Of-
ficer Civil or Military, with the Lofs of his Place. A
Law enjoining this Penalty would be effettual, and ne
other can. We fee it goes on, upon the prefent Foot, in
fpight of Satyr and Aéts of Parliament. I would have
this execrable Corraption meet with no Encouragement.
The Frowns of the Court would certainly put a check
to it, but then there muit not be an Office kept on pur-
pofe for it

Qur Whig has an equal Averfion to Mafquerades.
They are 2 Market for Maidenheads and Adultery; a
dangerous Luxury oppofite to Virtue and Liberty. There
was fomething like them formerly in the Reigns of our
worlt Princes, by the Name of Mafks, As the prefent
Reign refembles thefe in nothing elie, fo' neither wouki
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1 have it refemble them in this. They were revived, or
rather introduced, after the French avay by a Foreign
AmbefJador, whofe only Errand then in England could
be but to corrupt and enflave us, and for that End this
mad nd indecent Diverfion was pradis’d and exhibited
by him a. a popular Engine to catch loofe Minds, or to
make them fo, with great >uccefs. What good Purpofe
they can ferve now, I would be glad to know ;
The vifchief of them is manifett both to the Publick,
and private Perfons; a Handle is taken from them to
traduce fome great Characters, whom I would haveal-
ways reverenced ; and they are vifibly an Opportuniry and
Invitation to Lewdnefs.

If People will have Amufements, let them have war-
rantable and decent ones; as to Mafq:erades, they are
fo much the School of Vice, that excepting a Law to de-
clare it innocent and fafe, I quetiion whether Human In-
veution can contrive a more fuccefsful Method of pro-
pagating it.

The Pra&ice of the Commonalty is formed upon the
Example of the Great, and what the latter oo the former
think they may 4o If a City Wife has it in her Head,
againft her Hufband’s Inclinations, te take the Pleafures
of the Mafquerade, fhe has but to tell him that my Lady
Dutchefs — isto be there (no doubt upon the
fame Errand) and the poor, fober, faving Man muft {fub-
mit, and be content 1o be in the Clafs of his Betters.

From this Source of Proftitution I fear many a worthy
M :n takes to his Arms a tainted and vicious Wife, and
finds in hera melancholy Reafon both for himfelf and
his Pofterity to curfe and detelt Mafquerades, and all
thofe that encouraged them. I was in hopes they were
at an end. I heard that the Theatre in the Hay-Market
was to be ufed intirely another way, and that our Under-
ftandings were only to be affronted this Winter in that
Place with Iralian Quavers and Cremona Fiddles; for
which I was not forry, fince the leaving of Debauchery
for the fake of Nonfenfe, is fiill fome degree of Refer-
mation. Let us make much of it——"Though I would
feign hope it is not the only one we are like to fee.

Some weak People would infinuate, as if thofe in high
Place promated thefe infamous Amufements as a Means

- to
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to divert bufy Heads from diving into their A&tions——
But this muft be a malicious and fenflefs Slander, fince
all the Meafures of thefe Gentlemen are fo clear and
-honourable that they themfelves need fear no Scruti-
ny.
Having neither Wife nor Daughter of my own I am
anxious only for the Eafe and Reputation of thofe that
have. So that [ have no Motive but the Love of pub-
lick Virtue to fay what I have faid upon this Theme.

I could wifh that thofe Reverend Gentlemen, whofe
Bufinefs and Duty it more properly is, to expofe this
Scene of Iniquity, had prevented me. If our Lent
Preachers have omitted it, I can afcribe it to nothing but
Forgetfulnefs, or rheir good Breeding.  And yet where is
there a more neceflary, where a more affe€ting Subje& ?
Here, O ye Bifhops, Priefts and Deacons, fhew the Zea/
with which you abound ; here fhew Danger, not to the
Church indeed, but Dunger to Virtue, Danger to Chri-
ftianity ! Here «larm your Pcoples Ears, here roufe their
Paffions ; and ceafe combating barml fs Notions and dry
Ideas, till you have utterly deteated glaring Vice and ex-
orbitant Debauchery.

Our Whig is an irreconcilable Enemy to the felling of

Places, or conferiing them partially. 7o be grven to the
Worthiefi, is the publick Voice upon this Occafion.
They are the national Rewards for well deferving, or a
Capacity of deferving well; and it is evident Injaftice,
and a kind of Robbery, to difpofe of them upon other
Motives. If-the Candidate has Merit, the tacit Con-
fent of the People is already on his Side ; and why
thould be give Money for that which is his due? If he
has not Merit, why fhould he have the Recompence of
it? Freely you have received, freely give, is a Precept
which has Reafon as well as Infpiration to recommend
and enforce it.
_ Moft or all of the great Places are given Gratis to
thofe who, as to their Fortunes, do not want them, and
no Caufe can be affigned but Avarice and want of Hu-
man Compaffion why any of the fmall ones fhould be
fold, when they are fought for the moft part as the
Means of Life and Subfiftence,

He
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He that can bargain away a lictle Poft, would from
the fame vile Principle difpofe of a great Kingdom up-
on valuable Confiderations; and fooner, as the Price
muft be greater, and confequently the Motives ftrong-
er.
Every Guilt of this kind, when dete&ed, fhould be
branded with Incapacity and a publick Mark of Infamy.
It is making Traflick of one’s Country ; Itis plundering
Worth of 1ts Birthright ; and it has a degree of Malig-
nity and Vilenefs in it, which ought to be narrowly
watched and feverely punifhed. It is true this Villany
cannot be always detected openly ; but by obferving Mens
Circumflances we may guefs whether they fpend .or lay
up more than their honeft Income ; and if they do, we
may take them for Criminals, and either oblige them to
account for the Exceedings, or difable them from hurting
us more in the fame Stauon. '

In King Charles the Second’s Time, a French Wo-
man or two, and a Tribe of other hurgry Courtiers who
€ame with him from beyond Sea, did by the Connivance
of the Miniftry, and in Confederacy with them, make
a fair Penny of the Birthright of Brizains. The Par-
hament of that Time, who fhould have been the Guar-
dians and Watchmen of the Publick, were themfelves
engaged in a Trade of Corruption, and fpoke, or held
their Tongues, as they were paid. In that Long Par-
liament there was a Majority of Penfioners, who over-
looked thefe dark Dealings, and many more, particu-
larly that of the arbitrary Encreafe of the Prince’sGuards,
which was the firft Approach towards a ftand'ng Army.
Thefe Guards have never been reduced fince. This fhews-
the dreadful Danger of Precedents.

But neither ought Places to be beftowed out of private
and perfonal Regards. I have heard of the Time, when
4 mean obfcure Jacobite, was put into a fine Poft. for
Life, purely for a Piece of Work which deferved no
more than an Attorney’s Fee. Befides, the Publick
had no concern is it.  When at the fame Time, very
many deferving -Whigs remain’d unprovided for, and
even negletted, though they had done their Country
more Service than fome who had much better Luck.

There
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There were a Sort of Men amongft us many Years
fince, who being of great Confequence to themfelves,
had adopted the Cratt of Churchmen, and very fo-
lemnly affured us that the Nation was always in immi-
nent Danger when they were not in Place. But as
foon as the Steerage was committed to them, and they
were got into a way of thriving, all was fafe, and yet
nothing altered. It was of no Moment how other Pofts
were conferred, provided rhey enjoyed the greateft, and
the Power of giving the fmaller. If a Pretender was
worth Money, or had done a grivare Job, no ma:ter
for his Parts and Principles; Worthleffnefs and Facobi-
tifm were no Bars to Prefermert; nay, the 7ories were
invited to accept of very good Places and welcome,
provided they aimed not at the higheff of a/l. But for
the Whigs of the private and inferior Clafs, they were at
Liberty todo what Good they pleafed to their Country
and to Mankind, without the lealt Pretenfions to the
Friendfhip of the Grear: On the contrary, they were
told they very arrogantly difobliged them, and marred
their Schemes by their officious Behaviour.

I'am perfuaded it is otherwife now, and that in due
Time we fhall fee the Bifbsp of Bangor preferred fuitably
to his great Merit. I hope it is not inconfiftent with
any Schemes. I am fure the Interefts of Truth and
Liberty are nearly concerned in it.  For my part, I
fhould not wonder if both Houfes of Parliament adref-
fed his Majefty to give his Lordfhip the beft Bifheprick
in England, as heis the beft Defender of the Liberties
of England,

I hope it is not true what I am told, namely, Tl{at
the Bifhcp has not only met with hard Ufage and Dif-
appointment, but even hard Names from f{ome People,
for his keeping upa Spirit which hindered the Adoption
of fome true Sons of the Church into certain Schemes.

Let me alone and I awill let you alone, is no longer
the Language of Children at play. A much wifer fort
of People have taken it up, and it appears to be the
firlt Article of a certain Bargain, which all laft Winter
we were put in Hopes of.

If
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If fuch People could have their Will, the Seminaries
and their Miffionaries might go on to fcatter their Poi-
fon, and level their Doétrines againft the fundamental
Security of this Nation; to firike at the Root of our
Peace; to over-bear the moft glaring Truths with bold
and Dangerous Falfhoods, and to have it in their Pow-
er to make us miferable Bondmen whenever they have a
fair Opportunity. Then not a Stroke muft be ftruck that
may difpleafe or difappoint them; nota Corruption be
removed that they are fond of; not a Clergyman re-
warded nor any Body elfe, who has writ in Defence of
Liberty, and made them angry.

But Almighty God has been fo merciful to this poor
Nation, asto blefs us with a Miniftry, who, {fcorning
all mean Tranfaltions, will alfo fcorn to enter into any
Meafures of Union and Confederacy with the High
Clergy, till the whole Body of them have given us de-
menflrative Proofs of their Attachment to our prefent
Settlement and Ciwil Rights; but will, on the contrary,
enable the Diffenters, in the mean Time, to defend us
and themfelves againft any future Attempts to difturb
and enflave us. .

While His Majelly reigns, let Him have what Coun-
fellors He will, our Liberties will be fecure. His very
Perfon and Countenance fhew Him to be a virtuous,
wife and beneficent Prince, and every A&ion of His
Life confirmsit. But will He live for ever? And can
we forget our many Struggles with the High Clergy for
the Prefervation of our Liberty ? Are not thefe Men,
whom we fet up and maintain, for ever endeavouring to
pull us down, and to make a Prey of our Profperity,
and Slaves of our Perfons? Do they notclaim our Lands
for their Poflefions, and us for their Vaflals? Have we
not been forced to wage War with our own Mercena-
ries ?

May we not therefore expe&t during His Majefty’s
Reign Security againft the Time to come ? Have we not
been promifed it? And will any Body dare to affirm that
he refufes it? No, no. I with others were as ready to
afk as he will be to comply. His firft and chief Care,
the Nation’s Happinefs, 1s concerned in it; and the Na-

tion’s
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tion’s Principal Care, the Security of His Perfon and Fa-
mily, is alfo concerned in it: Aud they who oppofe or
neglett it, oppofe and neglect both.

The Diffenters have undeniably proved themfelves
excellent Subje&s and Englifhmen s and it will always be
their Intereft to do fo, while they have Protettion and
Encouragement, which God and Nature, and our Con-
ftitution allow them. They aim at no Independent
Power. They have no Pretenfions upon the Lands and
Liberties of Eugland. 'They have to a Man kept their
Oaths to the Government, and oppofed the Rebellion.
They are a fober and induftrious People, and Promoters
of Morality and Trade, two great Props of Liberty.
And the higheft Objettion againft them is, That they
will not kneel down to a Prieft, nor worfhip a piece of
Crape. Yet they ftill ftand where they did, and are like
to ftand ; for ic feems there are many Alieverations and
Oaths gone forth againit them, That the Diffinters fhoall
rife no higher.

Itis fit the Diffenters thould know that they deferve,
in every Refpet, the beft Ufage the Nation can give
them ; and the honeit part of the Nation, todo it Juftice,
is-not to blame if they want it.

Every Government ftands by confiding in thofe that
love it.  The prefent Miniftry owe their being fo to their
Principles of Liberty, and their Adherrence to the Suc-
ceflion. And is it not equally reafonable that the Dif-
fenters, who have the fame Plea, fhould poflefs in a pro-
per Degree the fame Favour? And yet have they any
other Reward than Two or Three meer Negatives?
They contributed largely to fave the Nation, and there-
fore they are not perfecuted. Exceeding kind and boun-
tiful !

Their Zeal and Indufiry, to fay nothing of their Ex-
pences, in chufing Proteftant Members for the prefent
Parliament, will, I don’t doubt, be powerful Motives
with grateful Men to relieve thefe their Friends and Be-
faGtors from the Fetters of Tefls which were intended
againft Papifts. And the remarkable Spirit and Alacrity
which they fhewed in quelling the late Rebellion, tho’
at the Danger of Penalties and Profecutions, was lik.(}-

wife
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wife a loud Demand upon thofe who could take their
Thoughts off themfelves, and turn them to the publick
Intereft, to diftinguifh with Qualifications and Rewards
fuch a numerous Body of well affe&ted Men.

That fuch a publick Spirited Defign could not have
been carried through, will hardly be believed. Pro-
jeéts of a very different and and inferior Nature have
becn attended with furprizing Succefs. And not one
Bill, or Scheme, that had the leaft Face of publick
Good, has mifcarried. No; we have been triumphant
in our Undertakings in the Houfe of Commons : Info-
much that it is hard to determine which is more remark-
able, the Zeal of that Houfe for the Eafe and Intereft
of the Publick, or its commendable Faith in the Mi-
niftry.

A certain Proje indeed was very juftly, and very
fortunately for Great Britain, received by all difinterefted
Perfons with a general Abhorrence. What muft fome
Men have done, when nothing can fcreen them but the
altering and overturning of Foundations ?

But to return, and put the Behaviour of High Church
in Ballance with that of the Diffenters. The corrupt
Clergy were through all England pufhing at our Settle-
ment with all their Might and Malice. Some of them
indeed were wary and filent, but their good Will was
never the lefs.  So true is it, that they who are not for
us, are ageinfl us? Even in ther Neutrality they were
forfworn. Thus the Ambafladors of Peace and Truth,
and the great Advocates for Non-Refiftance, became
the Trumpeters of War, and the Patrons of Perjury and
Rebellion. )

If the Diffenters knew what Bargains are driven, and
with what Contempt they are {fpoken of and what a mor-
tal Antipathy there is in fome People againft giving them
any fubftantial Advantages, they would not be fo very
free in drinking certain Healths, which are now, for
good Caufes, omitted by their trueft Patrons in Town.
But I am told they themfelves begin to be pretty well
cured of their wonted Fondnefs that way. God knows,’
they have {ufficient Reafon, Mr. #/—— was once their
great Favourite: They fee how he ferved them., Have

they
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they found others much kinder? I wifh that even
their profeffed Plenipo’s, who lofe nothing by being
at the Head of their Affairs, do not now and then drop
their Zeal for Separation, in Confideration of a Bank
Bill, or a pretty Income. It is certain they go every
Length ; whether confiftently with their Commuifion, let
their Principals judge.

There has been larely a Motion madein the i/ Par«
liament, in favour of Proteftant Diffentersin that King-
dom. I will not fuppofe they are beholding for this
Favour to the Author of the Letter to the Archbifhop of
Canterbury; bat of this I dare be pofitive, Thatif fome
People have half as much Zeal for paffing fuch a Bill in
Ireland, as they had, and, I am told, fill have, for
paffing another in Ergland, it will not hereafter mif-
carry.

P. 8. In the Second Part of this Charaer will be
confidered the Affair of a Northern War.

PRI B T

A Difcourfe of Standing Armies 5 fhew-
ing the Folly, Ufelefnefs, and Danger of
Standing Armies in Great Britain, By
T. Gordon, E/g;

Anno 1722,

HEN, ‘in King William's Reign, the Queftion

was in Debate, Whether England fhould be ruled

by Standing Armies? The Argument commonly ufed
by fome who had the Prefumption to call themfelves
Whigs, and owned in the Ballancing Lettcr, fuppofed to
be written by one who gave the Word to all the reft,
was,
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was, Thatall Governments muft have their Periods one
Time or other, and when that Time came, all En-
deavours to preferve Liberty were fruitlefs ; and fhrewd
Hints were given in that Letter, that England was re-
duced to fuch a Condition ; that our Corruptions were
fo great, and the Diffatisfattion of the People was fo
general, that the publick Safety could not be preferved,
but by encreafing the Power of the Crown : And this
Argument was ufed by thofe {hamelefs Men, who had
«caufed all that Corruption, and all that Diflatisfalli--
on.
Butthat Gentleman and his Followers were foon taught
to fpeak other Language; They were remov’d from the
Capacity of perplexing publick Affairs any more. The
Nation fhew'd a Spir.t that would not fubmit to Slavery;
and their unhappy and betrayed Malfter, from being the
molt popular Prince who ever fat upen the Englifp
‘Throne, became, through the Treachery of his Servants,
fufpected by many of his beft Subjetts, and was render-
ed unable, by their Jealoufies, to defend himfelf and
them ; and fo confiderable a Faction was formed againft
his Adminiftration, that no good Man can refleét without
Concern and Horror, on the Difliculties which that Great
and Good King was reduced to grapple with, during the
Remainder of nis troublefome Reign.

I have lately met with fome Creatures and Tools of
Power, who fpeak the fame Language now : They tell
us, that Matters are come to that Pafs, that we muft
either receive the Pretender, or keep him out with Bri-
bes and Sianding Armies : T hat the Nation is {o corrupt,
that thereis no governing it by any other Means; And,
in fhort, that we muft {fubmit to this great Evil, to pre-
vent a greater ; as if any Mifchief could be more terri-
ble than the higheft and moft terrible of all Miichiefs,
univerfal Corrugtion, and a military Government, It
is indeed impoflible for the Subtilty of Traitors, the
Malice of Devils, or for the Cunning and Cruelty of our
moft implacable {Enemies, to fuggelt ftronger Motives,
for the undermining and Overthrow of our excellent
LEftablifiment, which is built upon the Deftruétion of
Tyranny, and can ftand apon no other Bottom. Itis

‘ ) Madnefs
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Madnefs in Extremity, to hope that a Government
founded upon Liberty, and the free Choice of the Af-
fertors of it, can be fupported by other Principles ; and
whoever would maintain it by contrary ones, intends to
blow it up, let him alledge what he will. This gives
me every Day new Reafons to believe what I have long
fufpeted ; for, if ever a Queftion thould arife, Whether
a Nation fhall fubmit to certain Ruin, or ftruggle for a
Remedy ? thefe Gentlemen well know which Side they
will chufe, and certainly intend that which they muft
chufe.

I am willing to think, that thefe jmpotent Babblers
fpeak not the Senfe of their Superiors, but would make
{ervile Court to them from lopicks which they abhor.
Their Superiors muft know, that it is Raving and
Phrenzy to affirm, that a free People can be long go-
vern’d by impotent Terrors ; that Millions will confent
to be ruin’d by the Corruptions of a few ; or that thofe
few will join in their Ruin any longer than the Cor-
ruption lafts: That every Day new and greater De-
mands will rife upon the Corruptors ; that no Revenue,
how gre.t foever, will feed the Voracioufnefs of the
Corrupted ; and that every Difappointment will make
them turn upon the Oppreflors of their Country, and
fall into its true Intereft and their own : That there is no
Way in Nature to preferve a Revolution in Government,
but by making the People eafy under it, and fhewing
them their Intereft init; and that Corruption, Bribery,
and Terrors, will make no lafting Friends, but infinite
and implacable Enemies; and that the beft Security of a
Prince amongft a free People, is the Affe&tions of his
People, which he c.n always gain by making their In-
tereft his own, and by fhewing that all his Views tend to
their Good. They will then, as they love themfelves,
love him, and defend him who defends them. Upon
this faithful Bafis, his Safety will be better eftablifhed,
than upon the ambitious and variable Leaders of a few
Legions, who may be corrupted, difoblig’d, or furpriz'd,
and often have been fo ; and hence great Revolutions
have been brought about, and great Nations undone, on-
ly by the Revolt of fingle Regiments,

Shew



A Difcourfe on Standing Armies. 337
Shew a Nation their Intereft, and they will certainly
fall into it: A whole People can have no Ambition but
to be governed juftly; and when they are fo, the In-
trigues and Diffatisfaétions of Particulars will fall upon
their own Heads. What has any of our former Courts
ever got by Corruption, but to difaffet the People, and
weaken themfelves ? Let us now think of other Methods,
if it is only for the Sake of the Experiment. The Ways
of Corruption have been tried long enough in paft Ad-
miniftrations : Let us try, inthis, what publick Honefty
will do, and not condemn it, before we have fully
proved it, and found it ineffe¢tual ; and it will be Time
enough to try other Methods, when this fails.

That we muft either receive the Pretender, or keep up
great Armies to keep him out, is frightful and unnatural
Language to Engli/b Ears: It is an odd Way of dealing
with us, that of offering us, orforcing upon us, an Al-
ternative, where the Side which they would recommend,
is full as formidable as the Side from which they would
terrify us.  If we are to be governed by Armies, it is all
one to us, whether they be Proteftant or Popifh Armies ;
the Diftintion is ridiculous, like that betweena good and
a bad Tyranny : We fee, in Effe&t, that it is the Power
and Arms of a Country, that forms and dire&s the Re-
ligion of a Country ; and I have before thewn, that troe
Religion cannot fubfift, where true Liberty does not. 1t
was chiefly, if not wholly, King Fames’s ufurped Power,
and his many Forces, and not his being a Papift, that
rendered him dreadful to his People, Military Govern«
ments are all alike; nor does the Liberty and Propercy
of the Subjet fare a bit the better, or the worfe, for the
Faith and Opinion of the Soldiery. Nor does an Arbi-
trary Proteftant Prince ufe his People better than an Arbi-
trary Popith Prince, and we have feen both Sortsof them
ihanging the Religion of their Country, according to their

uft.

They are therefore ftupid Politicians, who would de-
rive Advantages from a Diftin€ion which is manifeftly
without a Difference : It is like, however, that }hcy may
improve in their Subtilties, and come, in Time, to di-
ftinguifh between corrupt Corruption, and uncorrupt
Corruption, between a good ill Adminijtration, and an

You. I. P id
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ill good Adminiftration, between cpprefliv: Oppreflion,
and unoppreflive Oppreflion, and between French Dra-
gooning and Exgli/s Dragooning ; for there is fcarce any
other new Piich of Nonfenfe and Contradition left to
fuch Men in their Reafoning upon Publick Affairs, and
in the Part they a& in them.

Of a Piece with the reft, is the ftupid Cunning of fome
Sort of Statefmen, and prattifed by moft Foreign Courts,
to blame the poor People for the Mifery they bring upon
them. They fay they are extremely corrupt, and fo keep
them ftarving and enflaved by Way of Protettion. They
corrupt them by all manner of Ways and Inventions, and
then reproach them for being corrupt. A whole Nation
cannot be bribed, and if its Reprefentatives are, it is not
the Fault, but the Misfortune of the Nation ; and if the
Corrupt fave themfelves by corrupting others, the People
who fuffer by the Corruptions of both, are to be pitied,
-and not abufed. Nothing can be more fhamelefs and
provoking, than to bring a Nation by execrable Frauds
and Extortions, againft its daily Proteftations and Remon-
ftrances, into a miferable Pafs, and then father all thofe
Villanies upon the People who would have gladly hang-
ed the Authorsof them. At Rome, the whole People
could be entertained, feafted, and bribed ; but it is not fo
elfewhere, where the People are too numerous, and too
far {presi, to be debauched, cajoled, and purchafed ;
and if any of their Leaders are, it is without the People’s
Conlfent.

There is {carce fuch a Thing under the Sun as a cor-
rupt People, where the Government is uncorrupt; it is
that, and that alone, which makes them {o ; and to ca-
lumniate them for what they do not feek, but fuffer by,
is as great Impudence, as it would be to knock a Man
down, and then rail at him for hurting himfelf. In
what Inftances do the People of any Country in the
World throw away their Money by Millions, unlefs by
trufting it to thofe who do fo? Where do the People
fend great Fleets, at a great Charge, to be frozen up in
one Climate, or to be eaten up by Worms in another, un-
lefs for their Trade and Advantage ? Where do the People
enter into mad Wars againft their Intereft, or, after vic-
torious ones, make Peace, without ftipuiating for one

new
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new Advantage for themfelves ; but, on the contrary,

pay the Enemy. for having beaten them ? Where do the

People plant Colonies, or purchafe Provinces, at a vaft

Expence, without reaping, or expeting to reap, one Far-

thing from them, and yet ftill defend them at a further

Expence? Where do the People make diftraéted Bar--
gains, to get imaginary Millions, and after having loft

by fuch Bargains almoft all the real Millions they had, yet

give more Millions to get rid of them ? What wife or

dutiful People confents to be without the Influence of
the Prefence of their Prince, and of his Virtues, or of
thofe of his Family, who are to come after him? No—

thefe Things are never done by any People ; but, where-

ever they are done, they are done without their Confent ;

and yet all thefe Things have been done in former Ages,

and in neighbouring Kingdoms.

For fuch guilty and corrupt Men, therefore, to charge
the People with Corruption, whom either they have cor-
rupted, or cannot corrupt, and, having brought great
Mifery upon them, to threaten them with more, is, in
effeét, to tell them plainly, ¢ Gentlemen, we have ufed
you very ill, for which you who are innocent of i, are
10 blame ; we therefore find it neceffary, for your Good,
to ufe you no better, or rather worfe; and it you will
not accept of this our Kindnefs, which, however, we
will force upon you, if we can, we will give you up into
the terrible Hands of raw Head and bloody Bones ; who,
being your Enemy, may do you as much Mifchief, as
we who are your Friends have done you.” I appeal to
common Senfe, Whether this be not the Sum of fuch
Threats and Reafonings in their native Colours.

The Partizans of Oliver Cromavell, when he was me-
ditating Tyranny over the Three Natious, gave out, that
it was the only Expedient to balance Fa&ions, and to
keep out Charles Stuart 5 and fo they did worfe Things
to keep him out, than he could have done if they had let
himin. And, after the King’s Reftoration, when there
was an Attempt made to make him abfolute, by enabling
him to raife Money without Parliament; an Attempt
which every Courtier, except Lord Clarendsn, came into ;
it was alledged to be the only Expedient to keep the Na-
uen from falling back into a Commonwealth ; as if

P2 any
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any Commonwealth upon Earth was not better than any
Abfolute Monarchy. His Courtiers forefaw, that by
their mad and extravagant Meafures, they fhould make
the Nation mad, and were willing to fave themielves by
the fatal Deftruttion of the Nation; they therefors em-
ployed their Creatures to whifper abroad ftupid and vil-
lainous Reafons why People fhould be content to be final-
ly undone, left fomething not near fo bad fhould befa]l
them.

Thofe who have, by abufing a Nation, forfeited its
Affetions, will never be for trufting a People, who, they
know, do juftly deteft them; buat having procured their
Averfion and Enmity, will be for fortifying themfelves
againft it by all proper Ways ; and the Ways of Corrup-
tion, Depredation, and Force, being the only proper
ones, they will not fail to be pratifed ; and thofe who
praltife them, when they can no longer deny them, will
_be finding Reafons to juftify them; and becaufe they
dare not avow the true Reafons, they muft find fuch
falfe ones as are moft likely to amufe and tenify: And
hence {fo much Nonfenfe and Improbability uttered in
that Reign, and fometimes fince, to vindicate guilty
Men, and vilify an innocent People, who were {o extra=
vagantly fond of that Prince, that their Liberties were
almoft gone, before they would believe them in Dan-

er.

& It is ascertain that King Fames II, wanted no Army
to help him to preferve the Conftitation, nor to recon-
aile the People to their own Intereft: But, as he in-
tended to invade and deftroy both, nothing but Corrup-
tion and a Standing Army could enable him to do it ;
and, thank God, even his Army failed him, when he
brought in Iri/5 Troops to help them. This therefore
was his trug Defign ; but his Pretences were very diffe-
rent : He pleaded the Neceflity of his Affairs, nay, of
publick Affairs, and of keeping up a good Standing
Forceto preferve his Kingdoms forfooth from Infults at
home and from abroad. This was the Bait ; but his Peo-
ple, who bhad no longer any Faith inhim, and to whom
the Hook appeared threatening and bare would not be-
lieve him, nor {fwallow it ; and if they were jealous of
him, reftlefs under him, and ready to rife againft bim,

he
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ke gave them fufficient Caufe. He was under no Hard-
thip nor Neceffity but what he created to himfelf, nor did.
his People withdraw their Affections from him, till he
had withdrawn his Right to thofe Affettions. ‘Thofc who
have ufed you ill, will never forgive you ; and it is no
new Thing wantonly to make an Enemy, and then to
calumniate and deftroy him for being fo.

When People, through continual ill Ufage, grow
weary of their prefent ill Condition, they will be fo far
from being frightn’d with a Change, that they will with
for one; and inftead of terrifying them, by threatning
them with one, you do but pleafe them, evenin Inftances
where they have no Reafon to be pleafed. Make them
happy, and they will dread any Change; but while they
are ill ufed, they will not fear the worlt. The Authors
of publick Mifery and Plunder, may feek their only
Safety in general Defolatien ; but, to the Pople, nothing
can be worfe than Ruin, from what Hand foever it comes:
A Proteftant Mufket kills as fure as a Popifh one , and an
Oppreffor is an Oppreflor, to whatever Church he be-
longs: The Sword and the Gun are of every Church,
and fo are the Inftruments of Oppreflion. The late Di-
reftors were all flanch Proteftants; and Cromwve// had a
violent Averfion to Popery.

We are, doubtlefs, under great Neceffities in our pre-
fent Circumflances ; but to increafe them, in order to
cure them, would be a prepofterous Remedy, worthy on-
ly of them who brought them upon us; and who, if
they had common Shame in th em, would conceal, as far
as théy could, under Silence, the heavy Evils, which,
tho’ they lieupon every Man’s Shoulders, yet lie only
at the Doors of a few. The}Plea of Neceflity, if
it can be taken, will jultify any Mifchicef,| and the
worft Mifchiefs. Private Neceffity makes Men T hieves
and Robbers ; but publick Neceflity requires that Rob-
bers of all Sizesfhould be hanged. Publick Neceflity
therefore, and the Neceflity of fuch pedant Politicians,
are different and oppofite Things. There is no Doubt,
but Men guilty of great Crimes, would be glad of an
enormous Power to prote& them in the greateft; and
then tell us there is a Necefity for it. Thofe againit

- P 3 whom
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whom Juftice isarmed, will never talk thus, and ever
think it neceflary to difarm her. But whatever fincere
Services they may mean to themfelves by it, they can
mean none to his Majefty, who would be undone with
his Subjects, by fuch treacherous and ruinous Services:
And therefore it is fit that Mankind fhould know, and
they themfelves fhould know, that his Majefty can and
will be defended againft them and their Pretender, with-
out Standing Armies, which would make him formidable
only to his People, and contemptible to his Foes, who
take jultly the Meafure of his Power from his Credit with
his Subjedts.

But I thallconfider what prefent Occafion there is of
keeping up more Troops than the ufual Guards and Gar-
rifens, and fhall a little further animadvert upon the
Arts and frivolous Pretences made Ufe of, in former
Reigns, to reduce this Government to the Condition and
Model of the pretended jure Diwino-Monarchies, where-
Millions muft be miferable and undone, to make one and
a few of his Creatures lawlefs, rampant, and unfafe.

Itis certain, that Liberty is never fo much in danger,
as upon a Deliverance from Slavery. The remaining
Dread of the Mifchiefs efcaped, generally drives, or de-
coys Men into the fame or greater ; for then the Paf-
fions and Expettions of fome, run high; and the Fears
of others make them fubmit to any Misfortunes to a-
void an Evil that is over ; and both Sorts concur in giving
to a Deliverer all that they are delivered from: In the
Tranfports of a Reftoration, or Viftory, orupon a Plot
difcovered, or a Rebellion quelled, nothing is thought
too much for the Benefactor, nor any Power too great to
be left to his Difcretion, tho’ there can never be lefs
Reafon for giving it to himthan at thofe Times ; becaufe,
for the moft part, the Danger is paft, his Enemies are
defeated and intimidated, and confequently that is a pro-
per Juncture for the People to fettle themfelves, and fe-
cure their Liberties, fince no one is likely to difturb them
in doing fo.

However, I confefs, that Cuftom, from Time im-
memorial, is againft me, and the fame Cuftom has made
moft of Mankind Slaves: Agathocles faved the Syracu-
Jians, and afterwards defiroyed them. Pififfiratus pre-

tending
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tending to be wounded for protecting the People, pre-
vailed with them to allow him a Guard for the Defence
of his Perfon, and by the Help of that Guard ufurp’d
the Sovereignty : Cefarand Marius delivered the Com-
mons of Rome from the Tyranny of the Nobles, and
made themfelves Mafters of both Commons and Nobles:
Sylla delivered the Senate from the Infolence ot the Peo-
ple, and did them more Mifchief th.n the Rabble could
have done in a Thoufand Years: Guflavus Ericfon de-
livered the Savcdes from the Oppreflion of the Dancs, and
made large Steps towards enilaving th=m himf{elf: The
Antawer pians calied in the Duke of Allencon, to defend
them againft the Spaniards; but he was no fooner got, as
ke thought, in full Poffeflion of their Town, but he fell
upon them himfclf with the Forces which he brought for
their Defence. But the ‘Town{men happened to be too
many for him, and drove thefe their new ProteClors home
again: Which Difapppointment, and juft Difgrace,
broke that good Duke’s Heart. O/iver Cromwel/ headed
an Army which pretended - to fight for Liberty, and by
that Army became a Bloody Tyrant; as I once faw a
Hawk very generoufly refcue a Turtle Dove from the
Perfecutions of two Crows, and then eat him up him-
felf.

Almott all Men defire Power, and few lofe any Op-
portunity to getit, and all who are like to fuffer under
it, ought to be ftri&tly upon their Guard in fuch Con-
junétures as are mott likely to encreafe, and make it un-
controulable. There are but two Ways in Nature to
enflave a People, and continue that Slavery over them ;
the firft is Superftition, and the luft is Force : By the one,
we are perfwaded that it is our Duty to be undone ; and
the other undoes us whether we will orno. I take it,
that we are pretty much out of Danger of the firft, at
prefent ; and, I think, we cannot be too much upon our
guard againft the other ; for, tho’ we have nothing to
fear from the beft Prince in the World, yet we have every
thing to fear from thofe who would give him a Power
inconfiftent with Liberty, and with a Cenftitution which
haslafled almoft a Thoufand Years without fuch a Power,
which will never beatked with an Intention to make no

Ufe of it.
Pu The
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The Nation was fo mad, upon the Reftoration of King
Charles I1. that they gave to him all that he atked, and
more than he afked : They complemented him with a
vaft Revenue for Life, and almoft with our Liberties and
Religion too; and if unforefeen Accidents had not hap-
pened to prevent it, without doubt we had loft both ; and
if his Succeflor could have had a little Patience, and had
ufed no Rogues but his old Rogues, he might have ac-
complithed the Bufinefs, and Popery and Arbitrary
Power had been Fure Diwino at this Day ; but he made
too much hafte to be at the End of his Jeurney; and his
Priefts were in too much bafte to be on Horfeback too,
?)ndh fo the Beaft grew {kittith, and overthrew them

oth.

Then anew Set of Deliverers arofe, who had faved

us from King Fames's Army, and wou’d have given us
a bigger in the Room of it, and fome of them Fo-
reigners; and told us that the King longed for them, and
it was a Pity that fo good a Prince fhould lofe his Long-
ing, and-mifcarry ; but he did lofe it, and mifcarried no
otherwife than by lofing a great Part of the Confidence
which many of his beit Subjeéts before had in his Mo-
deration ; which Lofs, made the Remainder of his Reign
uneafly to him, and to every good Man who faw it: Ire-
member, all Men then declared againft a Standing Army,
and the Courtiers amongft the reft, who were only for 2
Land Force, to be kept up no longer than till the King of
France difbanded his, and till the Kingdom was fettled,
and the People better fatisfied with the Adminiftration ;
and then there was nothing left to do, in order to per-
petuate them, but to take Care that the People thould
never be fatisfied : An Art often pratis’d with an ama-
zing Succefs.

The Reafons then given for keeping up an Army were,
the great Number of Jacobites, the Difaffeétion of the
Clergy and Univerfities, the Power and Enmity of
France, and the Neceflity of preferving fo excellent a
Body c¢f Troops to maintain the Treaty of Partition,
which they had newly and wifely made: But notwith-
ftanding the Army was difbanded, no Plot, Confpiracy, or
Rebellion, happened by their difbanding : The Partition

Treaty
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Treaty was broke ; a new Army was raifed, which won
Ten times as many Viftories as the former, and Exrope, at
latt, is fettled upon a much better Foot than it would
have been by the Partition Treaty. The Emperor is as
firong as he ought to be. The Dutch have a good Bar-
rier.  Another Power is raifed in Exrope to keep the Bal-
lance even, which neither can nor will be formidable to
us without our own Fault; France is undone, and the
Regent muft be our Friend, and have Dependance upon
our Protection ; fo that feme few of thefe Reafons are
to do now, what altgoether we could not do then, tho’ we
are not the tenth Part fo well able to maintain them as we
were then

I fhould beglad to know in what Situation of our Af-
fairs it can be fafe to reduce our Troops to the ufual
Guards and Garrifons, if it cannot be done now ? There
is no Power in Eurepe confiderable enough to threaten
us, who can have any Motives to do fo, it we purfue the
old Maxims and natural Interet of Great Britain;
which is, To meddle no farther aith Foreign Squabbles
than to keep the Ballance cven betaveen France and Spain :
And this is lefs neceflary too for us to do now, than for-
merly ; becaufe the Emperor and Ho//and are able to do
it, and muft and will do it without us, or at leaft with but
little of our Affiftance ; but if we unneceflarily engage
againft the Interefts of either, we muft thank ourfelves,
if they endeavour to prevent the Effets of it, by finding
us Work at Home. .

When the Army was diftandec in King William’s
Reign, a Prince-was in Being who 'was perfonally known
to many of his former Subjedts, and had cbliged great
Numbers of them; who was fupported by one of the
molt powerful Monarchs in the World, that had won
numerous Vitories, and had almoft always defeated his
Enemies, and who flill preferved his Power and his Ani-
mofity : His pretended Son was then an Infant, and
for any Thing that then appeared, might have proved an
athve and a dangerous Enemy, and it was to be feared,
that his Tutors might have educated him a half Proteitant
or at leaft have taught him to have difguifed his true Re-
ligion : At that Time, the Revolution, and Revolution-

P Principles,
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Principles, were in their Infancy ; and moft of the Bi-
thops and dignificd Clergy, as well as many others in
Employment, owed their Preferments and Principles to
the abdicated Family, and the Reverfe of this, in our
Cafe now.

France has been torn to Pieces by numerous Defeats,
its People and Manufaltures deftroyed by War, Famine,
the Plague, and their M:/7/ipi Company ; and they are
fo divided at Home, that they will find enough to do to
fave themfelves without troubling their Neighbours, and
e'pecially a Neighbour from whom the governing Pow-
ers there, hope for Protetion.  The Prince who pretend-
ed to the Thrones of thefe Kingdoms isdead, and he
who calls himfelf his Heir is a bigotted Papitt; and has
given but little Caufe to fear any Thing frem his Abi-
lities or his Prowefs. The Principles of Liber.y are
now well underftood, and few People in this Age, are
Romantick enough to venture their Lives and Eft:tes for
the perfonal Interefts of one they know nothing of, or
nothing to his Advantage ; and we ought to take Care
that they fhall not find their own Interett in doing it ; and,
I conceive, nothing is neceflary to effedt this, but to
refolve upon it. Almoft all the dignified Clergy, and
all the Civil and Military Officers in the Kingdom, owe
their Preferments to the Revolutien, and are as loyal to
his Majelty as he himfelf can with. A very great Part
ef the Property of the Kingdom ftands upon the fame
Fottom with the Revolution. Every Day’s Experience,
fhews us how devoted the Nobility are to graufy their
King's juft Defires and Inclinations ; and nothing can
be more certain, than that the prefent Houfe of Com-
mors, are moft dutifully and affeflionately inclined to the
true Intereft of the Crown, ard to the Principles to
which his Majefty owes it.  And befides all this Security,
a new Confpiracy has been difcovered and defeated ;
which gives full Occafion and Opportunity to prevent
any fuch Attempts for the future ; which can never be
done, but by giving no Provocation to new ones ; in both
which, I hope, we fhall have the hearty Concurrence of
thofe who have the Honour to be employed by his Ma-
jelty ;by which they will fhew, that they are as zcalous

to
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to prevent the Neceflity of Standing Armies, as I doubt
not but the Parliament will be.

I prefume, no Man will be audacious enough to pro-
pole, that we thould make a Standing Army Part of our
Conftitution ; and, if not, when can we reduce them to
a competent Number better than at this Time ? Shall we
wait till France has recovered its prefent Difficulties; till
it’s King is grown to full Ageand Ripenefs of Judgment;
till he has diflipated all Fa&tions and Difcontents at home,
and is fallen into the natural Interefls of his Kingdom,
* or perhaps afpires to Empire again ? Qr fhall we wait tll
the Emperor, and King of Spain, have divided the
Bear's Skin, and poflibly become good Friends, as their
Predeceflors have been for the greateft Part of Two Cen-
turies, and perhaps cement that Friendfhip, by uniting
for the common Interefts of their Religion? Or till
Madam Sobiefty’s Heir is of Age, who may have Wit e-
nough to think, that the Popith Religion is dearly bought
at the Price of 1 hree Kingdoms? Or are we never to
Difband, till Eurose is {ettled according to fome modern
Schemes ? Or till there are no Malccontents in Exngland,
a]nd no People out of Employments who defire to be in
them.

"Tis certain, that all Parts of Ewrope which are en-
flaved, have been enflaved by Armies, and ’tis abfolutely
impoffible, that any Nation which keeps them amongft
themfelves, can long preferve their Liberties ; nor can
any Nation perfe@ly lofe their Liberties, who are with-
out fuch Guefts: And yet though all Men fee this, and
at Times confefs it, yet all have joined, in their Turns,
tobring this heavy Evil upon themfelves and their Coun-
try. Clarles the Sccond formed his (svards into a lictle
Army, and hi Succefior encreafed them to three or four
Times then Number; and withont doubt thefe King-
doms had been enflaved, if known Events had not pre-
vented it.  We had no fooner cicaped thefe Dangers, but
King William’s Miniltry formed 1lefigns for an Army
again, and ncglected Jreland (which .~igzht have been re-
duced by a Meilage) till the Enemy was fo ftrong, that
a great Army was neceflary to recoves it ; and when all
was dong Abroad, that an Army was wanied for, they

thought
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thought it convenient to find fome Employment for them
at Home. However, the Nation happened not to be of
their Mind, and difbanded the greateft Part of them,
without finding any of thefe Dangers they were threat-
ned with from their Difbanding. A new Army was raifed
again, when it became neceflary, and difbanded again,
when there was no more Need of them ; and his pre-
fent Majefty came peaceably to his Crowns, by the Laws
alone, notwithfianding all the Endeavours to keep him
out, by long Meafures concerted to that Purpofe.

It could not be expeéted from the Nature of human
Affairs, that thofe who had formed a Defign for reftoring
‘the Pretender, had taken fuch large Steps towards it,
and were fure to be fupported in it by fo powerful an
Afliftance as France was then capable of giving, fhould
immediately lofe Sight of fo agreeable a Profpect of
Wealth and Power, as they had before enjoyed in Ima-
gination ; yet it feems very plainto me, that all the
Dillurbance which afterwards happen'd, might have
been prevented by a few timely Remedies; and when at
lait it was defeated with a vaft Charge and Hazard, we
had the Means in our Hands of rooting out all Seeds of
Fad&ion and future Rebellions, without doing any thing
to provoke them ; and ’tis certain, his Majefty was ready
to do every thing on his Part to that Purpofe, which o-
thers over and over promifed us ; and what they have
done, befides obliging the Nation with a Septennial
Farliament, encreafing the publick Debts a great many
Mullions, and by the South-Sea Projeét paying them oft,
I leavc tothemielves to declare.

However, I confefs, an Army at laft became neceffary,
and an Army was raifed time enough to beat all who
eppofed it : Some of them have been krock’d on Head,
many carried in Triumph, fome hang’d and others con-
fifcated, as they well deferved; and, I prefume, the
Nation would {carce have been in the Humour to have
kept up an Army to fight their Ghofts, if a terrible In-
vafion had not threatned us from Saveder, which how-
ever, was at laft frighted into a Fleet of Colliess, or naval
Stores, indeed I hiwe forgot which. This Danger being
over, another fucceeded, and had like to have ftole upon
us fromCa/es, notwithftanding all the Intelligence we could

- poffibly
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poflibly get from Gibraltar, which lies juft by it; and
this thews, by the way, the little Ufe of that Place:
But we have miraculoufly cfcaped that Danger too; the
greateft Part of their Fleet was difperfed in a Storm, and
our Troops have a&tually defeated in the Highlands fome
Hundreds of the Enemy, before many People would
believe they were there. Since this, we have been in
great Fear of the Czar; and laft Year, one Reafon given
by many for continuing the Army was, to preferve us
againft the Plague.

But now the King of Swveden is dead, the Czar is gone
a Sophi-hunting, the Plague is ceafed, and the King of
Spain’s beft Troops have taken up their Quarters in /aly,
where if I guefs right, they will have Employment e-
nough, and what are we to keep up the Army now to
do, unlefs to keep out the Small-Pox? Oh! but there
is a better Reafon than that, namely, a Plot is difcover-
ed, and we can’t find out yet all who are concerned in
it, but we have pretty good Aflurarce, that all the Jaco-
bites are for the Pretender, and therefore we ought to
keep in Readinefs a grcat Number of Troops (who are
to fleep on Horfeback, or lie in their Jack-Boots) which
may be fufficient to beat them all together, if they had a
Twelvemonth’s Time given them to beat up for Volun-
tecrs, tobuy Horfes and Arms, to form themfelves into
Regiments, and exercife them ; left, inftead of lurking
in Corners, and prating in Taverns, and at Cock-Matches,
they thould furprize Ten or Twelve Thoufand armed
Men in their Quarters : I dare appeal to any unprejudi-
ced Perfon, whether this is not the Sum of fome Mens
Reafonings upon this Subjeét ? ‘

But I defire to know of thefe fagacious Gentlemen, in
what Refpect fhall we be in a worfe State of Defence than
we are now, if the Army was reduced to the fame Num-
ber as in King #illiam’s Time, and in the latter End
of the Queen’s Reign, and that it confilted of the {fame
Proportion of Horfe and Foot, that every Regiment had
its compleat Number of Troops and Companies, and e-
very Troop and Company had its Complement of private
Men? "Tis certain, upon any fudden Exigency, his
Majefty would have as many Men at command as he has
now, and, I prefume, more common Soldiers, who are

mott
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moft difficultly to be got upon fuch Occafions; for
Officers will never be wanting, and all that are now
regimented will be in Half-pay, and ready at Call to
beat up and raife new Regiments, as the others could be
filled up, and they may change any of the old Men into
them, which reduces it to the fame Thing. By this we
fhall fave the Charge of double or treble Officering our
Troops, and the Terror of keeping up the Corpfe of
Thirty or Forty Thoufand Men, though they are called
only Thirteen or Fourteen ; and fure it is high Time to
fave all which can be faved, and, by removing all Caufes
of Jealoufy, to unite all, who for the Caufe of Liberty,
are zealous for the prefent Eftablifhment, in order to
oppofe effeltually thofe who would deftroy it.

I will fuppofe, for once, what I will not grant, that
thofe call’d Whigs are the only Men amongft us who are
heartily attached to his Majelty’s Intereft; for I believe
the greateft Part of the Tories, and the Clergy too,
would tremble at the Thought of Popery and Arbitrary
Power ; which muft come in with the Pretender. But
taking it to be otherwife, ’tis certain that the Body of
the Whigs, and indeed I may fay almoft all except the
Pofleflors and Candidates for Employments or Penfions,
have terrible Apprehenfions of a Standing Army, as
the Tories themielves; and dare any Man lay his Hand
upon his Heartand fay, that his Majefty will find greater
Securicy in a few Thoufand more Men already regiment-
ed, than in the Steady Affeétions of {fo many Hundred
Thoufands who will be always ready to be regimented ;
When thg People are eafy and fatisfy’d, the whole King-
dom is his Army ; and King Fames found what Depen-
dance there was vpon his Troops, when his People de-
ferted him. Would not any wife and honeft Minifter

" defire, during his Ad:miniftration, that the Publick Affairs
fhould run ghbly, and find the hearty Concurrence of the
States of the Kingdom, rather than to carry their Mea-
fures by perpetual Struggles and Intrigues, to wafte the
Civil Lift by conftant and needlefs Penfions and Gra-
taities, be always afking for new Supplies, and render-
ing themfelves, and all who afift them, odious to their
Country-Men ?

In
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In fhort, there can be but two Ways in Nature to
govern a Nation, one is by their own Confent, and the o-
ther by Force: One gains their Hearts, and the other
holds their Hands ; The firft is always chofen by thofe
who defign to govern the People for the People’s Intereft,
and the other by thofe who defign to opprefs them for
their own; for whoever defires only to protet them, will
covet no ufelels Power to injure them; There is no fear
of a People’s alling againit their own Intereft, when they
know what it is, and when, through ill Condu or un-
fortunate Accidents, they become diffatisfied with their
prefent Condition, the only effectual Way to avoid the
threatning Evil, is to remove their Grievances.

When Charles Duke of Burgundy, with molft of the
Princes of France, at the Head of an Hundred Thoufand
Men, took up Arms againft Lcavis the Eleventh, that
Prince fent an Embafly to §for/a Duke of Milan, defir-
ing that he would lend him fome of his Veteran Troops ;
and the Duke returned him for An{wer, That he could
not be content to have them cut to Pieces, (as they would
affuredly have been) but told him at the fame time,
That he would fend him fome Advice which would be
worth Ten times as many Troops as he had ; namely,
that he fhould give Satisfaction to the Princes, and then
they would difperfe of Courfe; and the King improv’d
fo well upon the Advice, that he diverted the Storm, by
giving but little Satisfaflion to the Princes, and none at
all to thofe who followed them. The Body of the Peo-
ple in all Countries are fo defirous to live in quiet, that
a few good Words, and a little good Ufage from their
Governors, will at any Time pacify them, and make
them very often turn upon thofe Benefattors, who by
their Pains, Expence, and Hazard, have obtained thofe
Advantages for them ; and indeed, when they are not
outragioufly opprefled and ftarved, are almoft as ready to
part with their Liberties, as others are to afk for
them.

But what I have before faid, T would not be under-
ftood, to declare abfolutely againft continuing our prefent
Forces, or increafing them, if the Importance of the
Occafion requires either ; and the Evils threatened, are

Bot
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not yet diffipated ; But I could wifh that, if fuch an Oc-
cafion appears, thofe who think them at this Time ne-
ceffary, would declare effectually, and in the fulleft Man-
ner, that they defign to keep them, no longer than
during the prefent Emergency ; and that, when it is over,
they will be as ready to break them, as I believethe Na-
tion will be to give them, when juft Reafons offer them-
felves for doing fo.

HBHIG
A Lift of the Prefent Standing Forces.

Foor GuARrDs.

) Numb. Abroad and
. of Mcn.  avhere.
D. of Malborough, 1/ Reg. England 1529
Earl Cadogan, 2d Reigm. England 82
Earlof Dunmore, 3d Regim. England 986

Total 3493
Earl Orkncy Ireland
Col. Kirk Britain 445"
Licutenant-Gen. Wi/ls England 445
Coll. Cadogan Englard 445
Major-Gen. Pierce Gitialiar,
Brigadier Dormer Ireland
Col. O’Hara Ireland
Col. Pocock Ireland
Col. Fames Otavay Port Matou,
Brigad. Growes ' England 445
Col. Mountague England 445
Brigad. Stanwix England 445
Col. Corton Gibralar,
Col. Clayton Britain 445
Col. Henry Harrifon Britain 445
Col. Cholmly Britain 445§

Meajor-
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Numb. Abroad and
of Men.  awbhere.

Major-Gen, Wightman Ireland
Col. Crofby Port Mabhon.
Col. George Groves Ireland
Col. Egerton Gibraltar. ®
Lieutenant-Gen. Maccartney. England 445
Col. Handafide Ireland
Major-Gen. Sabine England 445
Total 4895
Col. Howard Treland
Col. Middleton Ireland
Col. Anfiruther Ireland
Major-Gen. Whetham Ireland
Col. Barril Ireland
Lord Mark Kerr. Ireland
Brigad. Bifet Port Mabon.
Lord Fobn Kerr Ireland
Brigad. Bon Ireland
Col. Hawly Ireland
Col. Chudleigh Ireland
Col. Charles Otavay Port Mabon.
Col. Lanoe Ireland
Lord Hinchingbrook Ireland
Col. Lucas Wefi-bndies.
Brigad. Ferrars Ircland

Col. Philips America,

In all 40 Regiments.

Horse GUARDs.

D. of Mountague, 1t Troop England 181
Marq. of Hartford, 2d Ditto England 181
Lord Newburgh, 3d Ditto  England 181
Lord Forrefler, 4th Ditto  England 181
Col. Fane, i1t Troop of Gren. England 176
Col. Berkeley, 2d Ditto England 177

Total of Horfe Guards 1077
Marquefs of Winchefler England 310
Lord Cobham England 292

Lord
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Numb., Abread and
of Men, awbere,

Lord Londonderry England 196
Major-Gen. #ade Ergland 196
Major-Gen. #Wyun Ircland
Lord Sbhannon Ireland
Brigadier Napier Ireland
Col. Legonier Ireland

In England Total of Horfe 2071

DracGoons.

Sir Charles Hotham Eugland 207
Col. Campbel England 207
Lord Carpenter England 207
Major-Gen. Ewans Britain 207
Col. Sidney Ireland
Earl of Stairs Britain 207
Col. Kerr Britain 207
Brigadier Bowles Ireland
Brigadier Crofts Ireland
Brigadier Gore England 207
Brigadier Honywood England 207
Col. Bowles Ireland
Brigadier Munden Ireland
Col. Newille Ireland

In England Total of Dragoons 1656
Horfe and Dragoons 3727

Englith and Britith  Effablifhments af
prcﬂnt.

Foot-Guards. 3493
Foot in England and Britain, 11 Regiments, 4895
Hor(e-Guards, and light Horle, 2071
Dragoons in England and Britain, 8 Regiments, 1656

12115

Irith
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Irith Efablifbment,

Foot, 20 Regiments, is two Battalions, 912073
Horfe four Regiments, 776
Dragoons eight Regiments, 1333

11412

N. B. The aboe Liff is imperfc2, there being more Forces
upon the Britith Eflablifpment than are bere [pecify’d.

SLBOTB R ol ool iR Bl e R X

The Nature and Weight of the Taxes of
the Nation: Shewing that, by the Con-
tinuance of Heavy Taxes and Impofitions,
and the Mif-application of Publick Mo-
ney, Trade is deftroy’d, the Poor in-
creafed ; and the .Mz/erzes and Misfor-
tunes of the Whole Kingdom demand the
Confideration of the Frecholders of Great
Britain, at the Enfuing Election. By
T. Gordon, Efg;

Anne 1722,

Do the Frecholders and Others, Eleflors of Members
to ferve in the Parliament.

GENTLEMEN,
Y OU are Pofleflors of a very great Share of Power,
inherited by you in Right of your Birth, or elfe by
fome other generous Title made to you, in virtue of your
. being
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being Free-Subjets of the Kingdom of Great Britain ;

and are thereby vefted with that Truft and Property,

which, as they are directed and difpofed of by you, will

always have the moft univerfal and affeting Influence on

the Succefs or Profperity, the Dittrefs or Mifery, of this
@® your Renown’d Native Country.

I think it, therefore, not improper, at this Jun&ure,
and from a View fo animating and enlivening as the Hap-
py State of the Commons, and People of England, in
Regard of their Liberties and Conftitution, to offer with
fome Application to Ysx, a fhort Account of the prefent
Circumftances of Affairs (in fome particular Relations
only) fince it is meerly from }our Caution, and a right
Dire&ion of your Voices in the enfuing Eletions, that
we can poflibly expeét to have Matters in any tolerable
Meafure brought to Rights again.

Gentlemen ; It is not foreign to the Occafion I now
take of addreffing myfelf to you, to remind you of the
Treachery and horrible Practices that were late a-foot,
by the moft wicked Execution of Evil Powers granted to
the South-Sea-Company DireCtors, and even fome then at
the H — m not unfufpe&ted ; and that it would have
been efteemed, during thofe fatal Tranfa&tions, no {mall
Comfort and Satisfaiion to have found almoft any fingle
Man in P———-t untainted with the blackeft Infecti-
on that ever {o predominantly reign'd amongft us. How
fhould we prize thofe few Members that ufed the mett in-
defatigable Diligence, and made the utmoft Efforts that

-were poflibly in' the Power of any particular Number of
Men, in endeavouring to difcover, without Affe&tion or
Favour, or any interefted Regards whatever, thofe who
had been Accomplices or attive in the Completion of
their Country’s Ruin, notwithftanding they were opprefled
and borne down by Ignorance, Noife, and Numbers?
But I juft mention this, as it was the Antecedent and
Fore-ranner of the Confequences of the Subjet I fhall
here limit myfelf to, wiz. The Complaints and Poverty
of the Nation ; The Incumbrances under which we at
prefent labour, and the little Profpe& we have of being
relieved from this melancholy Situation, occafioned by
that deftru&ive, ~;,ﬁnfgj\c,,9c§b£me. and the unaccountable

G
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What I propofe to fubmit to the Confideration of the
Publick, is; The terrible State and Burthen of the Na-
tion’s Debts; which, for thefe Seven Years, we have
been fondly deluded that every Sefrons was to eafe as in 3
and that the infallible Effe@ts of a Septennial Parliament, g
wauld be Peace and Tranquillity, a Flourithing Trade,

a Freedom from Taxes, a General Afiluence and Plenty,
and many fuch Pledges of Security and Happinefs
But alas! what have we received in the room of
Thefe !

I do not defign to have any Retrofpettion to particu-
lar Perfons, or here to cenfure Them, norto enter into a
Juftification of any who might be fo miferably impofed
upon by thofe Mifcreant Blood-fuckers, as to give Credit
to their {elf-defigned Schemes, and to believe them meant
for the Publick Good: I fhall point out (not according
to the Opinion of any Set or Party of Men; but) what
is the Refult of all calm and fober Mens Thoughts con-
cerning the General Demand and Solicitaticn that mott
vifibly appears for the Difcharging the Debts of the Na.
tion, as the neceflary Means of {fupporting the Kingdom,
and maintaining (under an almoft univerfal Bankruptcy)
commor Honefty and Compaflion between Manand Man.
In what manner, as the Cafe now itands, are we to pro-
ceed for the Eleftions of a New Parliament ? Does not
the Circumftances of the Nation require the niceft Care
and Circum{pe&ion to apply ourfelves to the chufing of
Gentlemen of Honour and Integrity ; {fuch who will en-
quire into the Difpofition and Expending of thofe Sus
that have been colle¢ted by Taxes, during this Parliament,
from the Free-holders, and other Subje&s of this Free
Kingdom? Are we to be drain’d of the Cafh that re~
mains with the People? Or are we to force a Majority of
thofe who would repeat a fecond South-Sca Scheme?
What Horror fhould it raife in us, when we refle® of
many Perfons of Honour and Family that fcarce dare
venture in Publick! Are not our Gaols, Mint, and Pri-
vileged-Places fill'd with Bankrupts of Note and Worth?
What then, except an Abatement of Taxes, can produce
the leatt fudden Effett of Plenty among us? The taking
off of little inconfiderable Duties, will no ways be a Bal-

lancey
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lance, if a long difmal Catalogue of others are to reft
upou the Score.

I believe no one will deny, that great Debts, and a
Continuation of frefh and additional Taxes to thofe
Debts, are not fome of the moft deplorable Grievances
that can deprefs a Nation; for that [axes are o; *,inally
a Mark of Servitude, is agreed to by all: But the more
Humane, and Mild, and Jult a Government is, the lefs
Rigorous and Severe it is in its Taxes on the People.
Cuttoms, Payments, and Taxes, remaining upon a Peo-
ple for a Series of Time, and with frequent Affurances
of their continuing but for a fhort Space longer; will
confequently keep a People, who have not totally loft all
Senfe of Liberty, or are not over-whelmed in Aflitions,
Tyranny and Opprefiions, in a continual Expetation
of a Difcharge from thofe Tributes and Taxes ; and an
abfolute Delay thereof will be efteemed as the favage
Exaltions of an over-grown Power and Government.

TheAncient Romans (not a little kill’d in Civil Govern-
ment) who, when they were Malfters of a very great
Empire in the World, endeavoured univerfally to make
their People eafy, in Relation to Taxes ; and they found
nothing contributed more to the fixing and firmly e-
ftablifhing of their Power and Conquefts : And inftead
of cruel or exorbitant Taxes, oft-times generoufly velted
in the People many ncble Privileges and Immunities. It
is the Mark of equal Wifdom, as well as Jullice, in
all Governments, {o to temper their Condud, in re-
fpect of all Taxes to be levicd, as not to purchafe to
themfelves, in the lealt Degree, any Odium or Reflecti-
on of being the Authors of Violence and Rapine upon
their Subjets. Certain natural Civilities (if I may fo
{peak) Laws Human and Divine ; whereof Chriftianity,
the moft binding Law; forbid whatever tends to the Pro-
pagation of dlavery, Defraud, Lxorbitancy, (Fe. wife-
ly knowing them to be moft prejudicial to the Succefs
and Advantage, or the promoting of a willing Submif-
fion to S ates or Princes.

The Romans, as they were punttual in their Payments,
likewife always obferved ftrictly to difpofe of any Spoils,
gotten in War from their Encmies, {o regularly and

equally,
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equally, as not to gratify the favage Herds of covetous,
ambitious, or afpiring Courtiers; and whenever their
Government had Occafion for Impofitions, either for
" Encouragement or Support of its tubjeéls, they raifed
them by fuch Intervals, that apparently exprefled the
Necefiity of laying them on: And when Publick Ho-
ftilities were over, and Worthy Patriots rewarded, thole
Taxes forthwith ceafed, and did not continue to be a
lafting Ravage on the People. Had they been artful, in
inventing and contriving Ways and Methods of Taxing
the People, and bringing in unreafonable Sums into the
Pofleflion of the Government, and without publickly
and fairly accounting for the Receipt of thofe Levies; the
Subjects, undoubtedly, would have pleaded their Privile-
ges, as Romans, of narrowly infpe&ing and enquiring in-
to the Management and Difpofal of fuch large Advances
made upon them. I donot find, that they admitted of a-
ny Device or Pretences for the raifing Money, but when
the chief Reafons thereof were notorious to the whole
Common-wealth ; and fuch as tended to promote the Peace
and Reputation of the Government, where-ever their
Fame reached, throughout the whole World, by paying
their Army, Publick Minifters and Officers, and careful-
ly difcharging the State from lafting Debts and Incum-
brances; which, where the contrary prevails, it will na-
turally tempt and draw on to Bribery and Violence ; per-
haps, inthe End, to open Rebellion and Ruin.

And if this is the Cale, asto Taxesand Impofitions un-
der Heathen Governments ; Let us make an Inquiry how
itis, or ought to be, where the Rule and Power is exer-
cifed by Chriftains and Proteftants; the latter of thefe
boafling much of their Superiority in Wifdom and Pru-
dence, as to all Points relating to Human Society ; and
thence form a Comparifon of our own Nation with the
other Kingdoms of Exrope.

To begin with the Taxes impofcd by Common-wealths :
That of the Dutch, which I may venture to pronounce,
in fome Regard, as powerful and arbitrary as any Go-
vernment whatever; yet bas always taken Care fo to par-
ricularize their Impofitions, that but few of their Subjeéts
know and are apprized of the Necefiity and abfolute Rea-

fon



360 The Nature and Weight

fons there are for them ; and the Government {o juftly
and clearly accounts for the Colle®ion and Management
of the Nation’s Levies, that, I believe the pooreft Worke
ing-Man in Holland is convinced of the requifite Demand
there is for them, and is fatisfied of the honeft Difpofition
thereof. 'Tistrue, indeed, the Excife there is very great,
and their continued Wars (which they have not been
exempt from more than we of this Ifland) has occafioned
them to make great Levies upon their People; but they
have {o wifely and honeftly order’d it, as always immedi-
ately to reduce them as foon as ever the Caufe ceafed :
So that the Subjets are thereby able to vye with any Na-
tion, in Matters of Trade or Riches. And the Hollanders
exceed all Common-wealths I ever heard.or read of, in a
numerous Common People, Wealth, and Coin. It muit
then be granted, That their Taxes are fo eafy and reafon-
able, and fo prudently direted, that they do not impo-
verifh, and do the People any Harm.

The Venetiars, whom, in Point of their Greatnefs and
Antiquity, I ought to have mentioned firft, as they are
far from being a poor Common-wealth; yet, the Cuf-
toms and Impofitions which they have at any Time laid
upon the Subjeét (although fcarce ever free, for any Space
from difmal and cruel Wars with the Turks) are not found
to have diminifhed or encroached upon the Private Proper-
ty of thePeople; infomuch, that the Juftice and Prudence
of that State, in Regard to the expending of their Taxes,
have amounted to an Equivalent and Recompence unto
the People, during the Continuance of their Impofitions.
The Chriftians, who live in feveral Places under the
Turki/b Dominions, are not exercifed with more exceflive
Taxes, than thofe that live in fome Countries where the
WName of Chriff is Preached, though His Followers there
are loaded with an Excife for every Bit of Bread, ande-
ven the Meat that they eat. But | fhall come to a Period
in Relation to the Taxes impofed by Common-wealths ;
And I only obferve, that what I have here mentioned,
may demonfirate and certify to us, the vaft Diftinction
between raifing of Taxes to fupply the Publick Exiger-
cies and Demands, a difcreet and honeft Difpofal there-
of ; and the certain confequent Ruin that attends a State’s

laying
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laying hold of every little Opportunity for encreafing ard
continuing of their Taxes and Levies, and the conltantiy
forcing Money out of the Hands of Quality, Gentr;,
-and Commonalty. ’

" I fhall now fpecify fome few Inftances of this Mat-
ter, as it ftands under cestain Monarchiesand Kingdom:.

In the Empire, the Taxes being moderate and low,
the People generally, by that Means, have the Oppor-
tunity to improve themfelves as much as the Nature of
fo poor a Soil will admit of; which neverthelefs, they
could not attempt, were they under the Indigency of
great Taxes join'd to their Native Poverty.

The Kingdom of Spair copies much the fame Method,
in Relation to their new Levies and Taxes ; and which
are not conftant and lafting, but irregular, and of a
thort Duration : And although they have great Armies
ufually a-foot, yet by the Difpofitions made in them, and
the Quarterings of thofe Forces, the Peop'e do not feel
the Maintenance of them ; meerly by the Strength of
the Taxes levied upon them and the Payments they
make.

Portugal is, indeed, fomewhat cruel in its Demands
upon the Exportations made by their Merchants, thereby
raifing a prodigious Revenue, and becoming Mafters of
immenfe Quantities of Specie ; which neverthelefs, is
but an unfruitful Weight in their own Hands, any longer
than they permit the full Currency of it among their Peo-
ple, and the Exportation of it to other Nations, as a
Means to make amends to their Subjefs (thereby en-
couraging of Trade) for they extorttrom them by very
heavy Taxes.

As I have hitherto mentioned thofe States which I re-
gard as eafier Taxed, in fome Cafes, than our own ; and
has, confequently, tended to fecure them from Poverty,
and aggrandized and encreafed their Power and Riches :
I will now, therefore, refer to the Kingdom of France,
our neareft Neighbour and Acquaintance, though by its
unbounded Impofitions, and tyrannical Exalions, has
only gained the juft Deteftation and Abhorrence of all
other Nations (in refpect of thofe cruel [.evies made up-
on the People, both Clergy and Laity.) And the Effe&t
of their barbarous Impofitions, has conftantly proved

Vou. I, widely
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widely different from the Defign and Intention of the
Government in the firft raifing of them ; For, without
refleCting whether they have any Concern for cruelly
impoverifhing and draining the whole People of their
Money ; yet, it is certain, they never imagined that
their Treafures would have been fo very much expended
out of their own Dominions, in aiming at Foreign Con-
quefts ; which, from their reftlefs Ambition, and their
frequent invading of their Neighbours, has almoft always
happened to them ; and which I may venture to pro-
nounce, without the Spirit of Prophecy, will prove the
conftant Fate of all Kingdoms and States that copy after
the like Praltice; or are over-forward with their Fleets
and Armies, under Pretences of 4/3fling others, when
their proper Intereft is not concerned, or, at moft, is
evidently beft preferved by not intermeddling in diftant
Broils, very remore and far off from them. I expe&t
now, perhaps, fome Queriesto be put to me, as, What
requires fuch Reafoning as this in a Time of General
Peace ? Or what Preparations do we fee making to in-
terpofe in the Affairs of Others? To which I fhall only
anfwer, That as fuch like Tranfattions have happened,
even in a Kingdom well known to us, and at certain
Times, not out of the Memory of Man; f{o, for the
future, we may find it moft profitable to avoid the fame
Scene over again.

But I proceed to what I propofe to myfelf in this Dif-
courfe, namely, a Comparifon of our Taxes with thofe
I have mentioned Abroad; and then to inquire into the
Caufes of the Kingdom’s paying fuch Great Taxes.
And, fecondly, What Ufe is made of thofe Taxes s
Whether Trade be decayed, and the Poor increafed by
them ; and, in the End, Recommend the applying to a
New Parliament for Remedy in thefe Particulars. Which
it behoves us, with more than ordinary Ardour, to hope
aud ftrive may confift of fuch Worthy Patriots, who will
vigoroufly, and without Partiality, oppofe that rampant
Arbitrary Force of Private Intereft that {feems violently
to beftride and abufe the Nation.

‘. And, firft, it will be neceffary, in comparing of our
own Taxations with thofe already fpoken ef, to confider
the Laws and Manner of different Countries in raiiing of

evies
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.evies and Taxes upon their Subjets; and then, as to
the Bulk and Continuance of their Taxes.

Firft, The Cuftoms and Manner of Taxing are almoft
as various as the Climates; But to reduce myfelf from
multiplying of Words, or the inftancing from all the
Kingdoms in Exrope, I will only mention the moft no-
table.

Germany, whofe Taxes arife moftly from a Tenure,
or Obligation, of its Principalities, Dukedoms, Free
Cities, (F¢. to furnifh a certain equal and juft Sum, in
Return for thofe Confiderations granted to them by the
Government or Empire. They have likewife a Method
of levying Money in the Diets : Neither of which Ways
are very Burthenfome to the Lords and Nobles, or Tyran-
nical or Oppreflive to the Commonalty.

In Spain, though the Taxes may be wholly impofed
by the King and Council ; yet, Regard is obferved ina
Cafe of fo general Concern, in taking Advice of the
Nobility, and other Societies, that they may be formed
and laid with a Degree of Acquiefcene and Agreement of
the Subje& ; and by that Means .are not tirefome, nor
felt {o fenfibly by them.

It has happened in this Age, even in a Country where
Liberty, Juftice, and Property, are pretended to be en-
couraged and protetted, and pleaded for and extolled’
beyond any other Conftitution in the World, that the
Sufferings of the Subjeéts have, in fuch a Nation, proved
unfpeakable, from giving into the airy, fantaftick Schemes
of ambitious, covetous, and vain-glorious Statefmen. and
the deceitful Crafts of defigning Undertakers orDirectors,
countenanced by mercenary Powers granted to them ; and
to compleat thefe Proceedings, frefh Straitsand Emerger-
cies, fecret Expeditions, Fleets and Armies, have added
frefh Taxes to the Account. Such Tranfaltions admit
of as large a Field of expatiating on the Crifis of a King-
dom’s Credit and Riches, as the moft predominant Power
whatever prevailing over them.

Butto go on, as before: France, where the Taxes are
of a very confiderable Size, and the King’s Powes of
raifing Money, depending in great Meafure on his In-
clination ; yet, neverthelefs, it is the Pratice of that
Crown, in order to the obtaining of any Supply from
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thePeople, to confult the Parliament, and to haveRecourfe
to their Ordinances, for !evies and Duties to be placed
on fuch Commodities only, as they think moft expedient.
And [ canuot help remarking that although their Impo-
fitions andTaxes have many times been fudden and weigh-
ty upon the Subjeéts; yet, Ihave not obferved fo general
Complaints and Outeries of Mif application and 1ll Ma-
nagement, as have frequently prevailed in other Countries ;
which, if upon juft Grounds, will give great Relief to a
People under the Paymentof acute Taxes.

In Saveden, they feem to have a peculiar Happinefs al-
lotted to their Country, as to the Ways of making great
Part of their Levies: For as they abound in Mines of
Copper, Iron, Tin, c. from whence the Crown is al-
lowed a Tenth ; as alfo, from all Corn, Cattle, &5e.
and in great Meafure the Riches of the Church-Lands; fo
that the People are very much exempt from burthenfome
Taxes, except in an extraordinary War (as of late they
have been engaged in) when the King has a Power to
raife a Tribute from his Subjeéts,

The Subjeéts of Mufcovia are wont to raife their Taxes
from the Commodities of their own Growth only, which
ghe Tradefmen and Dealers pay, and are afterwards allow-
ed a Licence and Permiffion to vend them in what Manner
they pleale,

The Duke of Florence, whois placed in a moft fruitful
Part of the World, and his Subj ¢ts in the Enjoyment of
a moft flourifhing Trade ; has the Opportunity of raifing
to himfelf what Helps he pleafes, without being able
greatly toimpoverifh the People. However, it is evident,
the Levies and Taxes made upon them, are not fo much
as perceived by them: For what a Mart of Riches and
Trade do they appear to be, furpafing moft of the Poten-
tates in Europe.

In Penice there can be no very irkfome or oppreflive
Taxes, unlefs we can fuppofe the whole Commonwealth
voluntarily to engage themfelves into fuch Payments ; for
as they confift of an Ariftocracy, fo the Senate, who repre-
fents the vhole Peopls and Body of their Dominions, are
watchful and diligent in maintaining the Good and Li-
berty of thofe they prefide over and mean to take care

of.
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The Kings of Poland are fo tyed up, that they can
come at no Money; bat by the unanimous Ordinances
of the whole Diet,

The Taxes of Denmark are very eafy and inconfidera-
ble: They pay a Duty on Cattle, Corn, and fome Com-
modities ; but to no great Value: For the greateft Part
of the Prodution of theirown Revenue, iscolleéted from
all Ships and Veflels pafing the Sound, by which Means
they are happily prevented labouring under any Burthen
of Taxes themfelves: Nor do I find that Government at
any Time requiring any more than a moderate Supply
or Aid from the People.

I think, I have gone through with a brief Account of
the Nature and Bulk of the Taxes and Impofitions, as
they are at prefent impofed and levied in mott of the King-
doms and Governments in Exrope; And I {hall now come
to a Compari{on of the State of our own Taxes with thefe
of our Neighbours and Foreign Nations near us, and the
Examination {as I propofed) of the Reafons thereof, and
the Application of them : Our having ftruggled for feve-
ral Years patt with this Load upon our Backs, is obviouily
the Occafion of the infupportable Encreafe of the Poor a-
mongft us; and although it be contlantly pleaded, to
mollify this Weight and Preflure upon us, That Money
in this Kingdom is never raifed, but by Confent of Parlia-
ment ; and that it is only made Ufe of in Defence of Re-
ligion, Liberty and Property (which truly are glorious
Jewels, worthy to contend for) and that any, who think
they have at any Time, with their Eyes open, feen fome
different Pratices, they muft be Enemies to the real Peace
and Welfare of the Kingdom, prejudiced and contriving
againft its Happinefs and Advantage ; yet, I fay, this 1s
nozorioufly but little Eafe to us.  For how is it that Pro-
perty and Liberty appear more bright and flourifhing un-
der heavy Payments and Taxes renewed from Year to
Year ? - Or can it be proved, that a Free People can tafte
the higheft Enjoyments that can flow from thence, when
loaded with numerous Duties, and immerfed in Debts of
fuch a Magnitude, that the difcharging thereof is almoft
impradticable with the Safety of the Nation? And that
our Credit and Reputation is growing and increafing, not-

Qs withftanding
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withftanding we are like to be driven to the unavoidable
Cheice of Two melancholy Extremes, wiz. Theblotting,
out of our Books, and an effacing as irretrievable an infi-
nite Number of Creditors, who have lawful and juft
Claims upon us ; or, The paying of Debts by the Virtue
of wild Schemes, and by that Means to fink under a final
Bankruptcy. Ought not fuch aPeople to refle&t with
Horror and Anguifh of Heart, at any who either by Mif-
management or Villany have reduced them to fo terrible
an Ebb ? The Difference in Jr¢/and from other Countries,
in laying on of Impofitions, is only this; Thatall are a-
like affected by the Taxes they pay, proportionably to the
Expence of their Qual.ty and Station; though this will.
not prove intirely a Compenfation ; for unlefs in the Mo-
ney that is raifed there is a nice Obfervation and Care had:
to our Manufalturies, fo as not to hinder or bar the
‘Trade of the Nation ; all the Regards otherwife, for the
Subje&, will affett them only in Point of Honour and
Shew.

And as to continual getting together large Sums of
Money from the Subjetts Annually, or filling the Cof-
fers of the Crown by Taxes and Levies, the utmoft and
moft confummate Skilland Honefty will become neceflary
to afign and appropriate them, that they may in fome
Meafure redound to anfwer the Ufes they were at firft faid
to be raifed:for.  And if Laws are often repeated for the
granting New Supplies, and by large Sums at a time,.
then aw Enquiry into the Neceflity, Defignand Applica-
tion of Extraordinary Aids and Afiiftances,. will earneftly
and prevalenily take Place: 4nd if feveral Millions Szer-
ling (incredible Sum!) fhould appear to have been crimi-
nzlly or foolithly imbezzled or unaccounted for, What,
except the Divine Interpofition, could prevent inevitable
Ruin and Defltru&ion ? Where would remain the Defence

“a Kingdom, if it were difpoiled of its Treafure to be
a.ninithed and funk by Improvidence, or Ignorance, or
the infatiable Appetites of innumerable rapacious Pen-
fioners.

Irdeed, the Ufes and Defigns for which Monies are
levied with us, are commonly difclefed and made appear
in Parkiament; and afterwards, whether there have lf):cp
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Difpofitions and Appropriations accordingly. And it is
incumbent on every Member fitting in the Houfe of
Comrzons, to endeavour, with the utmoft Trath and
Honour, that the Grounds of all Supplies and Taxes be
rendred plain, and reafonable, and conformable, to Re-
gards had for the Love and Care of their Country, and
the indifpenfible DiQlates of Integrity and Compaflion.
This leads me, therefore, to an Examination into the
Caufes (as far as one without Doors may venture to be
curious) of our prefent Taxes,

At the Time of his Majefty’s happy Coming to the
Throne, the Nation ( which had laboured under the
deepeft Apprehenfions and Fears, what would be the E-
vent of the wicked and clandeftine Meafures of the Lait
Miniftry of the late Reign) difcovered an immediate
Change of their Confufions, to a Pitch of Joy and Satis-
fa&tion, arifing from the refrefhing Profpect they had of
being delivered and fecured from the Purpofes and Per-
fons of thofe deteftable abhorred Adminiftrators; and a
remarkable Senfe and Confidence that was (with Reafon)
placed on the Illuftrious Houfe of Hamower, for a fure
and final Support and Refuge for the Nation, in the ut-
moft Extremes, to betake to; vifibly aftuated and pre-
vailed among thofe few Friends then remaining to an ex-
piring Country: But we were {oon difturbed in the Quiet
and happy Enjoyment of His Majefty’s Family Reigning
over us (and of the Affurances of Peace and Plenty there-
by fecured to us, the Favour of Heaven then {miling on
us;) by an open declared Rebellion againft the King’s
Right and Government ; and this promoted by the very
Perfons who had been folicitous in tendring the utmoit
Services to Him, and his Royal Relations; and to ag-
gravate and enrage their Crime, had {fworn Allegiance
and Fidelity to Him, and abjured the Perfon of the
Pretender.

I recollet thefe Paffages, asthey were indeed, in fome
Degree, the fad Grounds of fucceeding Charges and
Troubles to the Nation; though by the Bravery and
Vigilancy of the Army, the Addrefs and Wifdom of the
Council at home, we at length furmounted thefe Straits
and Difficalties ; and made fuch prudent Previfions by

Q4 Parliament,
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Pariiament, for Supplies, to defray our vaft Expences
{ which fo great an Event muft naturally put us to) as
were confiltent with the Eafe and Ability of the Subjeét,
and highly conducive to the Honour and Dignity of the

® Kingdom.

Lat may we be fuffer’d to demonfirate the Grounds
and Reafons of the prefent Payments continued or revived

from Scflion to Seflion? May we be permitted te afk,

If there are any neceffary Provifions for the Houfhold
or Court? Or that we oughe to guard aud fence againft
extraordinary and fudden Eruptions and Wars, by ha-
ving a loaded Treafury ? Is there any large Increafe of
Naval or Land Forces' requifite to be made? Do we
find the Circulation of Money and Credit rifen to fo-great
an Height among us, that we can eafily difpenfe with
numerous Taxes? Do they enrich the Nation, and pro-
anote our Trade, and enhance our Credit and Reputation ~
Abroad? Or can we fuppole a Redemption could be
made of the Lofles occafioned in the late South-Sea Riot,
by Impofitions or Levies upon the Commonwealth? Or

-« ought we to expect the fureft and beft Subjetts, I mean

the Landed Men, will confent to be immerfed in a
Flood of Taxes, for the eafing of Numbers of infatiate
Perfons, who have mifcarried by their black and horrid
Schemes? O Tempora! O Mores!

Bnt I will purfue the Thread of my Difcourfe. *Tis
certain, beyond Contradi&tion, that grofs and weighty
Taxes will tend to impoverith a Nation; contraét its
Treafures, diffipate its Trade, and give Birth to Pover-
ty and Difcontent; unlefs open Wars are ftopped, and
a declared Neceffity of watching the Motions of our Ad-
verfaries, or Circumftances of the like Kind, which will
always produce general and publick Charges.

To come, th:refore, nearer the Matter. Will not
many and over burthenfome Charges on a Common-
wealth naturally hinder the employing Numbers of Poor
and Idle Perfons ; and allo caufe aDecay of that Induftry
and Labour, which would otherwife firengthen the Whole
Pody : So that what would terminate to the general Ufe
of the Publick, is hereby prevented by Methods that
virtually, if not immediately, affect the univcrle—én-

aftry
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duftry and Diligence that ought much rather to take
Place ; for every Member of the Body Politick, is refrefh-
ed and animated by the Life and Motion that there is in
the Whole.

It will poflibly hardly be believed, that from the pre-
fent Annual Income of the Taxes, even here in this King-
dom, that the meaner Subjeéts pay many Times the Pro-
portion to the Publick Levies, out of their daily Expences,
more than they did a dozen Years ago; and fo, indeed,
every Degree and Rank among(t us ; with this Mitigation,
that would but the latter Sort rejeét Opportunities of gra-
tifying their Extravagance, they would be able, on Pub-
lick Occurrences, by doubling their own Quota of Pay-
ments, vaftly to affift the Bulk of their Fellow-Subjects.

Have we not been in great Expectations, every Seflion,.
of Alterations to be made in the decreafing the Burthen of
Taxes ! How long will Troubles and Difalters happen to-
us? Formy Part, [fhallalway, with the utmoft Alacrity
make the {mall Share of Payments that will be levied up-
on me, as an Individual of the Common-wealth, and
which are ena&ted by Authority for the Good, Honour,
and Safety of His Majefty, and His Royai Houfe ; and
with a fincere Heart and Readinefs, as far as I am able,
contribute to all Advances that may be thought at any
Time requifite thereunto ; as we have always (next under
God) found them, inreprated Inftarces, the only Defnce
and Bulwark of this Nation; our utmoft Chearfulnefs in
being at fome Expence and Charge for the Enjoyment of
{fo many- Advantages and invaluable Securities, is the Jeaft
KReturn we can make: This js abfolutely the real Senti-
ment and Refolution of every well meaning 2nd honeft
Freeholder in England.  After this Declaration, one can-
not be fufpected of any otherin this kind of ill-natured
Addrefs, than {oliciting the higheft Caation and Scrutiny
at the approaching Eleftions ; neither can it be efteemcd.
impertinent to take more Care for the future, that we may
thereby efcape falling again into Romantick wicked.
Schemes of Hair-brained Politicans, in the room of Iif-
pofitions that would certainly be of Benefit and Improve-
ment to the Kingdom,

Qs . I



470 The Neture and Weight

I fhall now proceed to enquire concerning the Ufe and
Applications of the Taxes ; fince I look upon it almoft
as a Pofition, that the Poor are Increafed, and Trade
Decayed thereby : And upon this Point there is a great
deal might be faid ; the Nature of Trade in England
does nearly concern and affet us, and the Decay and
Want of it at any Time, is moftly the Occafion of all
Publick Miferies and Inconveniencies; for though our
Lot is {o fortunately ordered for us, that in manufatur-
ing of our own Commodities (which are the Produé of
our Nation only) and which we arc rifen to a great De-
gree of Perfeftion in ; yet the Ballance of our Treafures
and Riches muft be produced from a Free and Flourith-
ing Trade ; otherwife we fhall foon become as poor and
defencelefs asthe moft barren, arbitrary Country in Exrope.
Our Trading, in all Ages paft, fufficiently has demon-
ftrated, that the Opulence of the Kingdom can only
arife from hence; and it is the Height of Vanity to
imagine, that Returns of Great Charges and Duties are not
a Hindranceand Deprefure to it; or thata Reformation,
as to cur Wealth and Credit, ¢an poffibly beaccomplifhed,
whilftwe are impaired by Misfortanes, or too great [mpo-
fitions. "Tis a known Aflertion, Thatthe Improvement
of our Trade, is the Employment of our Poor; butat this
Time of Day, we mcet with thofe who pretend to con-
vince us of the contrary ; as if great Taxes and Levies
were not hartful to the Commonwealth and deftrutive
to Trade. .

There can be no greater Deformities in the Englifh
Staze, than that Induitry and Trade thould be difcou-
vaged or interrupted, be it by Funds, fictitious Schemes,
or plunderiag Corporatiens, inftead of {preading abroad
the Produéls of our own Arts and Manufactures by a Fo-
reign T'rade and Commerce, and which would center in
raifing the Fortunes of the Subje&t, the Grandeur and
Revenue of the Crown, and the Acquifitions of the King-
dom.

The Levying, ( with us at any Time) of numerous
"Taxes, though it doth pot immediately carry off the
Stock of the Mation, yet it virtually and moft affuredly
is prejudicial to us, as it takes off and deprieves (during
the Continuance of them) mulitudes of Hands of the

Poor
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Peor, which otherwife could be afforded to be employ=
ed ; and thereby at length becomes a Difeafe to every
County in the Ifland, by infeGting them with Idlenefs
and Poverty ; the conft:nt Mifchiefs that will fow in up~
onus from fix’d and durable Taxes, which, when na @
turely confidered, will always gain Abatements and Al-
lowances for Trade.

Men of Induftry and Trade, the Merchants and others
when promoted and encouraged, will be emulous to re-
duce the State of the Commonwealth to its wonted
Standard, and thereby give Reafon to pride herfelf be-
yond all other Kingdoms, in the Riches of her Com-
merce : And by the Obfervations I have always made as
to our own People, and from the Neighbouring Parts
around us, we have ever flourithed moft, and the Doml—
nions of our Little Spot appeared in the greateft Security,
by encouraging an open, unlimitted Trade, and exploding
all Prattices that tended to circumvent or deprefs oor
Swarms at home, in the Management of their Arts and
Commodities here, or the Merchandizing of them abroad :
For, to confels the Truth, we muft own, that we are
not diftinguithable by our Induftry ; and altho’ we have
fo many Commodities peculiar to our own Growth, and
very confiderable to us by Special Licences and Grants
in the Setlements of thofe Manufaéturies ; yet we fhould
find them incredibly ufeles without fuch Encouragements;
and this arifing from an Idolence and Negleét that feems
to prevail in our Conttitution and Difpofitions ; fo that
whenever 1 {ee in other Countries the Power and Riches
of a {mall State, or a little Dukedom, from a Right
Management and Direion of the various Occupations
of their People, and the Employing of their Poor; I
grieve for the want of the utmoft Encouragement that
might be indulged to the Subje@s of Grear Britain;
which conains in its Inclofures, Thoufands of Artifts
and Mechanicks, moft excellent in their Kinds, and Va-
riety of Manu/a&ures, which, carefully maintained and
fupported, would be fo many Means of rendering us
(I may fay) the moft formidable and happy Power in
the World.  Shall we then, inftead of forwarding of
Trade, fooner comply with the ravenous Inclinations of
a Set of Men, who like Hawks and Valtures, live upon

Prey,
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Prey, without ever doing Good to the State; but are
continually upen the Flight to devour? And a continual
Duration of large Taxes and Duties, are mifchievous
Moths, that in Time will eat out the Heart and Vitals
of the Kingdom, by blunting the Tools of the Induftri-
ous, that would be profitable to the whole Communiry,
as well as to themfelves, were they not pinch'd by Duties
and Payments. And farther, asto the Gentry and bet-
ter Sort of Perfons, who fhould be Benefaétoers to their
Country by a conflant, regular Expence, and a Confump-
tion of the Commodities of Trade; I fay, thefe in Time
of long and lafting Impofitions, will be apt to change
taeir Meafures, and to deprive the Publick of the ufual
expeted Benefit accruing from them, by locking up and
hoarding what they would otherwife, in Times of Refpite
from l'axes, expend and lay out ; and then nothing but
downright Force will draw out of Holes the Specie of
the Nation, which we may be affured will be hidden and
concealed, as the only Means to evade the Power of
Publick Exations.

But how is it to be wifhed, That the enfuing Supreme
Council of the Kingdom may purfue fuch Methods that
will effeCtually eafe our Trade, and eftablifh our Manu-
falluries; which will ever be a Prefervation to us from be-
g punifhed with Cruelties, Wants and Diforders that
the contrary Defet will conftantly produce. 1 don’t
know, whether downright Prohibition of Trade from a-
broad, and if po Mouey was to be Levyed at Home by
Taves, mightnot prove as little hazardous to the Wealth
and Credit of the Nartion, as Practices of valt Duties and
Impefitions, which weaken and deprefs all Commerce ;
befices great Payments in other kinds that fhould affeét
all Denominations of Men.

If we confider ourfelves from the Native Commodities
we enjoy, wiz. Meat, Drink, Bread, Cloaths, and thefe
in fuch Plenty as to be able to difpofe of by Traffick to
other Nations ; the many Mechanical Arts and Manu-

“falluries whereof, we have in Perfe&tion, all unanimoufly
“tending to advance the Riches and Power of the King-
‘dom: I fay, from thefe Views 'tis aftonifhing to what
. Courfe or Caufe the Confequences of fuch Bleflings are

fled! Cur Labour and Trade {eem to be at a Stand, A:md
s
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Artsand Sciences to be difcontinued by us ; not confider-
ing that an Interruption but even of a few Months, may
deprive us of both Men and Arts (for there is no difufing
of thefe to be admitted of for Times and Seafons) by
a furprizing Change of Hands ; and thereby our Neigh-
bours to receive the Produ&s of our Single Growth, and
the Superior Arts and Endowments that our own People
were alone Poffeffors of.

Is there fuch a vifible Ceflation I am fpeaking of ?
And does it arife from an Indolence and Inadtivity in the
People? Or, Isit feemingly caufed by any extraordinary
Preflure on Trade from confiderable Impofts and Taxes ?
Or, To what muft we affign it? Or, Is this a Charge
no ways to be carried to the Account? And the afore-
mentioned Paradox felt as an evident Truth? «wiz. That
Payment and Taxes, are fo many numerous Treafures to
a Kingdom? But 'till Iam my felf convinced of it, I can-
not forbear attributing the decay and want of Trade (in
moft Confiderations ) proportionably as the Demands and
Levies are upon it to thofe Iffues and Daties; and I know
of no fure Purpofes or Methods that will fail of encreafing
our common Stock whilft we are dejeted with thefe Prei-
fures and Weights. And to evince the Truth of this, it
would not require me to exceed the Limits of a Pamphlet ;
for I am morally certain, that the Levying of prodigi-
ous numerous Taxes, in the Compafs of a few Years
Time, will be an Equivalent and Over-ballance upon the
Subje@ for the Amount of all the Profits of Trade, of
three times that Space of Years: And the Kéennefs of
Artifts, Mechanicks, Hufbandmen, as well as Traders
and Merchants, will be {o pall'd and ruined thereby, that
they will rather chufe to confine themfelves to the un-
certain, dangerous, and, I am fure, wicked Gains of
Stock-jobbing, and unlawful Contralts, than to the
honeft and commendable Returns of Money by Trade;
and which really can only maintain ard fecure the Pro-
fits of Private Men, as well as that of a whole Nation.
alfo.

The Seperation of Trade from us, or whatever re-
motely inclines thereto, will infallibly be a Grievance of
the higheft Extreme to us ; and if ever the Subjets and

-Merchants fhould be loaded with Multitudes of Duties
and
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and Taxes, we thould then unavoidably be brought, in
the End, to fuch a fatal Confequence. Andis it un-
reafonable to dread the Truth of this Affertion, or, to
conceive, that we affuredly feel any Effeéts of a want of
Trade? Do we never hear it repeated (on that wonted
famous Mart of Trade, the Roya/ Exchange of Londen)
There is no Trade ? Are thefe Situations real Truth and
Fa&? Or, is it only Clamour and Fa&tion? Can we {ub-
fift under {o unhappy a State, if it proves true? Do not
the Principal Branches of our Riches and Credit depend
upon our Commerce? Can there be Exception taken
againft thofe who at all Times are vigilant to prevent
the Decline of Trade? But to give a very few
Froofs more: The Colle&ting of vaft ‘[reafures by di-
verfity of T'axes and Levies, will naturally create a Di-
minution and Lofs of Specie to the Subjeét; a Difcou-
ragement which proves unfpeakable in Trading; for
though Abroad, we deal Commodity in Exchange for
Commodity (which does not always happen neither) yet
Seamens Wages, Shipping, and Bills of Exchange, muft
be paid in Cafh; and however Private Men may fubfift,
yet Trade muft be at a Stand, and the Publick generally
impoverithed by Loads of Taxes and Want of Specie :
And as often as great Payments are prefled for, ’tis fo
many frefh Obftacles to the carrying on of the Profits and
Flourifhing Condition of a Nation.

Another Mark of Decay may be fufpe&ted from the
liccle Stock of Ready Money which there is in theCountry,
from the Difiiculty Landlords have of getting their Rents.
The Country is confiderably changed in this Point, fo
that it is become almoft invidious to mention it; and
upon this Article we may be convinced of the Neceflity
of the Augmentation of Trade abroad, as the ultimate,
only Remedy that can be made ufe of for the gaining an
immediate Redrefs on this Head, and ftrengthning the
Credit and Reputation of the Kingdom. And it 1s no
Frror to infift, that Trade may be forely hurt and in-
jired by the Difadvantage of heavy Taxes; and the
Want of Bufinefs to all Traders fully verifies it to
us.

’ After
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After fuch like Enquiries and Refearches as thefe, I
cannot but be perfuaded, That every honet Englifp-man
and Free-bolder, will naturally join with me in making
fome ferious Conjectures, what will be the Iffue of our
State and Condition: And that Fears and Apprehenfions,g
which prompt us to the fecuring the Manufatures, Arts
and Induftry of the Nation, are not improper or injudi- ®
cious; for the Increafe of our Poor, and the Decay of
our Commerce, are Omens that merit our ftriCteft Vigi-
lance and Enquiry. And herein Men of Fortuaes and
Subftance in Trade, I am fure, will concur with me.

The Evils and Dangers that will moft infallibly prefs
upon us from great and extreme Taxes, are very cvident ;
and it muft be acknowledged a fingular Inftance of Wif-
dom and Care for the Publick, when Parliaments are
mott inquifitive concerning the Condition of the State,
as to this Matter, above all ; And it is vain for us to
imagine Expedients can be found out, unlefs we are all
thoroughly agreed what our Cafe is. And, I think, from
what 1 have offer’d, it pretty naturally difcovers itfelf as
proceeding from a precipitant Breach of Credit ; a Decay
of Trade, and a Want of Money. And as the State of
Things appear, we can make no Miftake to what their
Determination is owing; and if we will but found the
Methods and Pra@lices we are to take, agreeably to
thefe Evidences, the Event cannot, by the Divine Per-
miflion, prove otherwife than happy.

There is no Society in the World, who have a more
magnificent Truft, than the Houfe of Commons of Greaz
Britain; and, confequently, none have a greater Power
of preferving the-Health and Profperity of the State, which
they direct and prefide over.

1 have ran through the Nature of the prefent Taxes,
and offered the Reafons that feem convincive of their be-
ing, at leaft, injurious to Trade; if not to the Riches,
Credir, and Liberty of this Nation.  And as to the Ufes
to which they are applied ; it cannot be expeéted for me
to fay much here, fince that is an Enquiry to be made,
with Safety, in a Houfe of Commons only. 1 have hi-
therto taken {ome Pains in addrefling the Freeholders, and
Elettors of Parliament, on this feafonable Subjet ; but
havebeen obliged to omit fome Hints that might, perhaps,

have
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have given Offence to M——————rs and Managers. How-
ever, it is not eafy working upon the Credulity of the
People of England ; not to perfuade them, that the extor-
ting of vaft Sums of Money, are foft and gentle Ways of
promoting the Happinefs and Good of the State: But
(Thanksbeto God) Inventions and Impoftures cannot be
impofed upon us ; Fools and Lunaticks may be fo tar in-
toxicated as to believe Chimera’s of Politicians ; but a wife
and trae Lover of his Country will not fhut his Eyes a-
gainft this gaping Chafm, that requires the utmoft Expe-
diion and Dexterity in the clofing up again. Let us not,
however, treacheroufly imagine, among the many Wounds
already given by the South-Sca Scheme, that large Pay-
ments can poflibly prove a Reftorative for effeCtually re-
covering our Credit and Riches ; for a very Thought,
in this Way, cannot obtain without the higheft Stupidity
and Perfidy. And the Ability we ftand in, as to the
State of our Credit, feems to confine us to the utmoft
Benevolence and Fragality, in Regard of ourfelves only,
and not upon any Score to admit of chargeable Expedi-
tions or Undertakers; And the Commonwealth was ne-
ver lefs capable to diftinguifh itfelf by Generofity and
Beneficence ; yet, although we are prevented by eur
narrow Circumftatces, the Happinefs of our Cafe is,
that we can yet boaft of Plenty of Noble and Vertuous
Patriots ; whofe Integrity and Merit are glorioufly de-
ferving of the Nation's Lawrels and Rewards.

But to conclude with this Remark, without being more
particular. In Times of great Taxes, there will be ne-
ceflary, in the Government ard Miniitry, the utmoit
Frugality and Diligence in their Application ; for, as
from vaft Comings-in, a King-om will be liable 10 vait
Frauds : So it will be impolfuble to maintain too firiét a
Check and Obfervance upon the Managers of the Pub-
lick Revenues, that they may be kept in a Channel to
anfwer the Bufinefs and Exigencies of the State ; which
will al{o make Taxes and Levies fit cafier on the Subje&.
For raifing of Money in thefe Dominions, with conftant
Augmentation thereof ; and to be attended with Sufpici-
ons, as to the Ufes and Difpofition of them ; wovld be
a Grievance that could not be fupported but with the

fharpeft
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fliarpeft Mifery and Impatience. To prevent which dif-
mal Tyranny, the Laws and Cuftoms of this Realm have
invefted every Individu:l in Parliament with a Right of
Enquiry concerning the Disburfements of the Treafures of
the Nation ; and every Member of that Powerful Body is
bafely guilty of perfidioufly wronging and Injuring of his
Country, who knowingly, or negligently, connives or
winks at the transferring or alienating the Riches of the
Publick, to any other Ufes than thofe which the whole
Commonwealth fuppofed them to be granted for.

And here it is with fome Warmth that I could proceed
in Addrefling the EleCtors of Knights and Burgefles for
the enfuing Parliament, and, in fhort, the whoie Com-
mons of the Kingdom, that they would avoid Hurry and
Precipitancy in their next Choices; or ignobly to bartcr
the Wealth and Liberty of their Country, for the Views
of Private Profit and Intereft: And that the mention I
have here riade of the Taxes of the Nation, with the

" Tendency and Ufe of them, may be of fome Weight to
Rzrfuade them, deliberately to difpofe of Votes for New
embers; and that we may be cautious in not tolerating
the Hopes of our own Perfonal Advantages to prevail over
the indifpenfible Duties of Integrity and a Publick Spirit,
which we owe to the Commonwealth ; and not toindulge
and fawn upon a Set of Men, who fhall be either feverely
bent againft, or ignorantly incapable of the Good of the
Kingdom, :

The
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The Natural Hiftory of Superftition.
By Fobn Trenchard, Efg;

Sic plerumque agitar flultos infcitia weri, €5
Palantes error certo de tramite pellit :

Jlle. finifivorfum, hic deorfum abit, unus utrique
Error, fedwvariis illudit partibus omnes.

Atheifm Jeaves Men to Senfe, to Philofophy, to Laavs; te
Reputation, all which may be Guides to moral Virtue,
tho' Religion awere not 5 but Superflition difmounts all
thefe, and erefts an abjolute Monarchy in the Minds of
Men: Therefore, Athelfm did newer perturb States
but Suyperflition hath been the Confufion of many. The
Caufes of Superflition are pleafing and fenjual Rites
and Ceremonies, Excefs of Pharifaical and outfide Ho-
linefs, Rewerence to Traditions, and the Stratagems of
Prelates for their own dmbition and Lucre. Lord Ba-
can.

F any Man furveys and contemplates the vifible
World, the great and glorious Body of the Sun,
many thoufand times bigger than the Earth, its immenfe
Diftance from us, this Globe on which we live, and nu-
merous other Planets moving about it, and receiving vi-
tal Warm:ch and Nourifhment from its Beams; if be
purfues and aggrandizes this Idea, by confidering the
much greater Diftance and Magnitude of the fixt Stars,
in all probability fo many Suns, with each their particu-
lar Syftem of Worlds, and Inhabitants, and the frequent
Difcovery of new Ones, by the Invention of better
Glafles and Telefcopes ; how muft he admire and adore
the Power of God, who has given Being and Motion to
fuch vaft Machines, created them of fuch Figure and
Magnitude, difpofed themin fuch Order, placed them at
fuch Diftances, gave them fuch proper and {uitable Mo-
tions as oblige them to perform the regular and ordirl;ary
ur-
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Purpofes of his Providence, without the conftant and
momentary Interpofition of his Power. o

Nor is it lefs confpicuous in the Formation of inferior
Animals, in this little ‘Part of the World in which. we
live, whofe Parts are fo adapted, and difpofed by his all
wile Providence, as by the Neceflity of their own Na- @
tures to perform the Fun@ions and Operat.ons of their
Beings: Heuce we fee that univerfal Harmony in all
Creatures of the fame Species ; they have the fame
Hopes and Defires, the fame Fears and Averfions ; fome
Kinds have intrepid Courage, others pannic Fears; Na-
tur® directs fome to Force and Viclence, others to Flight
and Cunning; fome prey upon Flefh, fome live upon
Fruits and Seeds, others upon Grafs and Vegetables ;
Birds of the fame kind build their Nefts with the fame
Contrivance, and the fame Materials ; all Creatures of
the fame Kind defend themfelves with the fame Addrefs
and Cunning, and are caught and trapaned by the fame
Wiles and Artifices, and generate others like them, as
naturally and neceflarily as a Tree or Vegetable is pro-
duced from its Seed, with fome little Differerce in In-
dividuals, owing probably to the Circumftances of Soil,
Food, peculiar Accidents, or fomething perhaps particu-
larin the Formation of each Syftem.

His Partiality to Mankind has not hindered him from
forming our Bodies in the fame Manner and of the
fame Materials ; he has given us the fame Springs of
vital Motion, the fame Nerves, Tendons, Veins and Arte-
ries, the like Difpofition and Organization of our Brains,
and confequently the like Faculties of Seeing, Feeling,
Hearing, Tafting and Smelling, the fame Senfations of
Pleafure and Pain, alike Defires and Averfions, alike
Hopes and Fears; we have the fame Way of coming into
the World, and the fame Ways of going out ofit. Nor
can it be denied that in many Reflpelts we are excelled by
inferiour Creatures in the Organization of our Bodies,
as fome are ftronger, others more attive, fome bolder,
others of longer Continuance ; moft kinds furpafs us in
the Acutenefls of one or more of our Senfes, and fome
in all of them,

But we haveampleamends made us intheFaculties of our

Souls,
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Souls which makes it evident we were defigned for ne-
bler Ules ; for whereas other Animals appear to have no
Thoughts or Defires above their quotidian Food, Eafe,
Diverfions or Lufts ; Men have vifibly larger and more
extenfive Views, as not only from the ordinary and re.

® gular Syftem of the Univerfe, to carry their Minds to

their great Creator, but to infer from thence the Duty
and Obedience owing to him, and the Juftice, Compaf-
fion, Love and Affiitance owing to oneanother. And
fince the Defeét and Narrownefs of our natural Capaci-
ties has left us in the Dark about a future State, his a-
bundant Goodnefs has anply fupplied the Shortnels of
our Knowledge with divine Revelation, and has difco-
vered and annexed a State of immortal Happinefs to the
natural Rewards attending a Juft and virtuous Life.

But as there is no Perfetion in this frail State, nor any
Excellency without fome Defe dccompanying it, {o
thefe noble Faculties of the Mind have mifled and be-
trayed us into Superftition, as appears in that, notwith-
flanding we arc abundantly caationed not to miltake the
Impoftures of pretended Prophets, the Fraudsof Priefts,
and the Dreams and Vifions of Enthufialls for heavenly
Revelations, and our own Infirmities and panic Fears for
divine Impulfes, yet the Fablesof the Heathens, the Al-
coran of Mahomet, the more grofs and impious For-
geries of the Papifts, and the Frauds and Follies of
fome who call themfelves Proteftants, have fo far pre-
vailed over genuine Chriftianity, that the Righteousand
Faithful-are butlike the Gold to the Earth, which could
not have thus happened in all Ages, unlefs {fomething
innate in our Conftitution made us eafily to be fufcep-
tible of wrong Impreflions, fubjet to panic Fears, and
prone to Superttition and Error, and therefore it is in-
cumbert upon us, firll of allto examine into the Frame
and Conftitutions of our own Bodies, and fearch into the:
Caufes of our Paflions and Infirmities, for till we know
from what Source or Principle we are fo apt to be de-
ceived by others, and by ourfelves, we can never be
capable of true Knowledge, much lefs of true Religion,
which is the Perfection of it.

I take this wholly to proceed from our Ignorance of
Caufes, and yet Curiofity, to knaw them, it being im-

poilible
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impofiible for any Man fo far to divelt himfelf of Con-
cern for his own Happinefs, as not to endeavour to pro-
mote it, and confequently to avoid what he thinks may
hurt him ; and fince there muft be Caufes in Nature for

" every Thing that does or will happen, either here or here- g

after, it is hard to avoid Sollicitude tll we think we
¥now them, and thercfore fince the.divine Providence has
for the moft Part hid the Caufes of T hings which chiefly
concern us from our View, we muft either entirely a-
bandon the Enquiry, or fubftitute fuch in their Room, as
our own Imaginations or Prejudices fuggeft to us, or take
the Words of others, whom we think wifer than our-
felves, and as we believe have no Intent to deceive
us.
To thefe Weaknefles of our own, and Frauds of o-
thers, we owe the heathen Gods and Goddeffes, Oracles
and Prophets, Nymphs and Satyrs, Fawns and T'ritons,
Furies and Demons, moft of the Stories of Conjurers
and Witches, Spirits and Appari:ions, Fairies and Hob-
goblins, the Dodrine of Prognoftics, the numeroas
Ways of Divination, wiz. Oniromancy, Sideromancy,
Tephranomancy, Botonomancy, Crommyomancy, Clero-
mancy, Acromancy, Onomatomancy, Arithmomancy,
Geomancy, Ale@tryomancy, Cephalemancy, Axinoman-
cy, Cofcinomancy, Hydromenzy, Onychomancy, Dac-
tlyomancy, Chriftallomancy, Cataptromancy, Gaftro-
mancy, Lecanomancy, Alphitomancy, Chiromarcy, Or-
neomancy and Necromancy, Horolcopy, Aftrology and
Augury, Metopofcopy and Palmiflry, the Fear of E-
clipfes, Comets, Meteors, Earthquakes, Inundations,
and any uncommon Appcarances, though ever fo much
depending upon natural and neceflary Caufes, nor are
there wanting People otherwife of good Underﬂanding,
who are affected with the falling of Salt-feller, crofling of
a Hare, croaking of a Raven, howling of Dogs,
fcreaching of Owls, the Motion of Worms in a Bedftead,
miftaken for Death-Watches, and other as fenfelefs and
trifling Accidents.

It is this Ignorance of Caufes,é5c. fubjetts us to miftake
the Phantafms and Images of our own Brains (which
have no Exiltence any where elfe) for real Beings, and
fubfilting without us, as in Dreams where we fee Per-

fons
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fons and Things, feel Pain and Pleafure, form Defigns,

hear and make Difcourfes, and fometimes the Objeéts are

reprefented fo lively to our Fancies, and the Impreffion

fo ftrong, that it would be hard to diflinguith them from
ealities, if we did not find ourfelves in Bed.

But if a melancholy Man, fitting by himfelf in a

® doleful Mood, with his Brains brooding upon Vifions
and Revelations; tfhould carelefly nod himfelf half a
Sleep, and his Imagination having received a vigorous
Reprefentation of an Angel delivering a Meflage to him,
fhould wake in a Surprize, without having obferved his
own Sleeping (as often happens) I cannot fee how he
thould diitinguifh it from a divine Vifion.

There have been furprizing Inflances of this Kind, in
extatic Fitsand Trances, which are but {ounder Sleeps,
that caufe more lively and Intenfe Dreams: Some in
thefe Delirium’s have fancied their Souls to have been
tranfported to Heaven .or Hell, to have had perfonal
Communication with God and the holy Trinity, have
given Defcriptions of the Angels and their Habitations,
and brought back Meflages, Prophefies and Inftructions to
Mankind, which Pheenomena’s, however firange at firit
Sight, are eafily to be accounted for by natural Caufes,
for the Ideas and Operations of our Minds being evi-
dently produced, by the Agitations and Motions of the
internal Parts of our own Bodies, and Impreflions hereto-
fore made on them, as well as the Aflions of Objelts
without us (which will be made appear in the Sequel of
this Difcourfe.) It muft neceffarily happen when the
Organs of Senfe (which are the Avenues and Doors to
let in external Objects) are fhut and locked up by Sleep,
Diftempers, or ftrong Prejudices, that the Imaginations
produced from inward Caufes, muft reign without any
Rival, for the Images within us friking ftrongly upon,
and affef@ing the Brain, Spirits, or Organ, where the
imaginative Faculty refides, and all Objects from without,
being wholly, or in a great Meafure fhut out and ex-
cluded, fo as to give no Information or Afliftance we
muft unavoidably fubmit to an Evidence which meets
with no Contradi@lion, and takes things to be as they
appear.
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1 conceive that Ignis Faruus of the Mind, which the
Vifionaries in all Ages, have called the inward Light,
and leads all that have followed it into Pools and Dit-
ches, to be like what is before defcribed : For by their
own Defcription it is only to be attained by renouncing
the Senfes, and all the intellectual Faculties, and wholly
fequeftring their Thoughts from wordly and material Ob-
jeéts, by which Elevation of Mind, they arrive to a
more clofe and intimate Union with God, have internal
Communication with him, and by immediate Motions
and Infpirations learn all Truths, and whatever is necef-
fary to be done. This is what Men of vulgar Notions,
call fending their Wits for a Venture, and indeed is but
a waking Dream, for they alike lock up all their outs
ward Senfes, which are the only Conduits of Knowledge,
and deliver themfelves up to the Guidance of wild Fan~
¢y, and confequently muft be a&uated wholly by their
feveral Complexions, Conftitutions and Diftempers,
which often make them Ixion-like, embrace their own
Clouds and Fogs for Dieties.

The fame Vifions happen tous, when our Organs are
indifpofed by Sicknefs, and then according to the Nature
of our Diftempers, we fee fuch Appearances, as our for-
mer Prejudices and Education have rendered moft dread-
ful or delightful to us : Sometimes we fee Angels and
.beatific Vifions, fometimes Devils with Inftruments of
Fear and Horror.

The like is common amongft melancholy and hypocon-
driac Men, who often a&t in the Government of them-
felves and Families with Prudence enough, and fometimes
have excellent Qualifications in other Refpetts, and yet a
particular Delufion has got fuch hold of their Fancies,
that it is out of the Power of their Friends otherwife to
cure them, than by feeming to comply with their Imagi-
nations : One thought his Nofe long enough to open
Gates ; another thought himf{elf a Glafs Bottle, and bid
People ftand out of his way, left they thould break him ;
even the Reverend Dr. Pelling believed himfelf with
Child, and could not be convinced to the contrary, tilla
Midwife pretended to deliver him of a falfe Conception,
Some have conceited themfelves to be God the Father,

" the
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the Meflias, the Holy Ghoft, the Angel Gabric/; to be
Monarchs, Popes and Emperors; others have fancied
themfelves to be Dogs, Catsand Wolves: A Gentleman
now living *, has given an Account in Print of his Con-
verfation with Spirits for feveral Years together, and
clofes his Account with a Diftraft of the Reality of
their Converfation with him, though he had faid before
they appeared to him to be real. Many Inftances of this
kind are to be found in Burton’s Melancholy, and more
te be feen at Bedlam.

When the Delufions are thus apparent they ferve others
for Mirth and Diverfion, and do no harm; but if they
happen to Perfons, of whofe Godlinefs and Wifdom we
have conceived Opinion, they cannot fail of making
firong Impreflions upon us, efpecially if their Vifions
concur with Prejudices and natural Fears.

Though true Religion improves the Faculties, exhila-
rates the Spirits, makes the Mind calm and ferene, ren-
ders us ufeful to Society, and moft altive in the Affairs of
the World, yet I don’t know how it has happened, that
in all Agés and Countries, fanatical, melancholy, enthu-

a on kith, reclufe, fequeitered Perfons have paf-
fed upon the World for religious, fuch who lived in Cloift-
ers and Caves, or became Pilgrims and Hermits, who
fecming not to mind the Affairs of this World, were be-
lieved to know the more of the next.

As nothing but Difappointed Pride, Indifpofition of Bo-
dy, Difturbance of Mind, or Dejection of Spirit, can
work about this ftrange Metamorphofis, fo it is im-
pofiible when Men have abandoned the pateral Calm and
Serenity of their Minds, and diiturbed their Organs
with wild Imaginations, but they muft fee Vifions both
fleeping and waking ; and whenthey have thus thorough-
ly mmpofed upon themfelves, it will not bedifficult to de-
ceive others, for there are fo many in all Countries,
whom Ignorance, Pride, Conceit, ill Habit of Body, me-
lancholy and fplenetic ‘Tempers, unforturate Circumftan-
ces, caufelefs and fecret Fears, and a panic Difpofition of
Mind have prepared for fuch Impreflions that they can

% Beaumont of Spirits, p.396.

never
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never want Followers enough ? not to mention fuch who
embrace their Opinions fraudulendy, and to ferve
their own Ambition and Profit.

Which of our Senfes does not often deceive us? Our

Taftes and smells will be quite vitiated ; ftrong Preflures
of the Ears make us hear Noifes; of the Eyes, fee
Fire ; Strangling makes the whole Word appear in Flames;
the Faundice makes every thing feem yellow ; Calentures
make the Sea look like a delightful green Meadow ;
Things ftrait in the Water will appear crooked ; Mir-
rours will make Bodies appear where they are not, and
magnify, multiply, or leflen them ; Bodies by Refraltion
will feem otherwife than they are, and by the Refletion,
and due Pofition of Glaffes, may be made to appear in
different Places.
_ It is evident the Divine Wifdom hath fo formed and
united our Souls and Bodies, that they mutually a& upon
one another, infomuch that there 1s no Aion of the
Mind that does not caufe a correfpondent one in the
Body ; nor no Motion of the Body that does not produce
a {uitable AffeCtion in the Mind. The different Paflions
of Love, Hate, Contempt, Shame, Pity, Hope, De-
{pair, Admiration, Fear, Courage, Anger, Luft, {Z¢. not
only caufe different Lineaments and Features in the Face,
but give different Motions to the Nerves, Mulcles, av.d
every Part of the Body ; nor on the otier fide, can the
Body receive any. Impreffions in which the Mind has not
its Share: Both come into the World together, and are
afterwards joint Partoners in allthe Emergencies of Life :
Both increate in Youth, decline in Age, are nourifhed
with Food, enlivened with Wine, altered with Weather,
refrefhed with Sleep, improved by Exercife, fatigued with
Labour, oppreffed ‘with Gluttony and Drunkennefs, en-
ervated with Sicknefs, and sften all the noble Faculties
and Operations of the Mind, are quite deftroyed by the
accidental Difturbance of the Organization of the Body,
and fometimes fet right again, and recovered by Phyfic
or Surgery.

Befides every thing in Nature is in conftant Motion,
and perpetually emitting Efluviums and minute Particles
of its Subftance, which operate upon, and ftrike other Bo-
dies. How are we affeted with Smells and impercep-

R tible
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tible Vapours, which often caufe Epidemical Diftempers ?
Dogs will purfue their Mafters Scent through Crouds of
People, and will trace their Steps through a Country,
and find their way Home again at a great Diftance, fome
People will turn pale, and even fwoon at a Cat’s being
in_the Room ; weare often infected with Diftempers at
a Diftance, the poifonous Particles floating in the Air are
often carried about in the Clothes of Phyficians, Nurfes
and Vifitants. And as Diftempers are thus caufed by
noxious Effuviums, I feeno Reafon why in fome cafes
they may not be cured by fuch as are agreeable and falu-
tiferous ; Greatrix is faid to have cured many Diitempers
by his Touch; The Kings Ewi/ is often cured by the
firoaking of a King rightly anointed, together with the
Help ot a vigorous Imagination, which is as unaccoun-
table ; fome at the point of Death have been cured by
putting a young vigorous Perfon into the fame Bed ; and
1t is a common Gbfervation, it a healthy and difeafed
Perfon lie together, one grows better and the other
worfe.

Since therefore both Mind and Body are vifibly affeted
with tle Ac¢rions of other Beings, and of one another,
and wherever we move we are furrounded with Bodies,
all whichin fome degree operate upon us, it cannot hap-
pen in the Variety of Ations and Events in the World,
but fome maft appear very extraordinary, and will not
fall withun common Obfervation, which has given Op-
portunity to Men of fraudulent Intention, to impofe up-
on the Ignorance and Credulity of others.

How many Nations formerly, and even at this Day,
believe Ecliptes and Comets to be fupernatural, and to
denouance the Anger of the Gods? How many miftake
the Stagnation ot their own Blood for being Hag-ridden ?
How many Enthufiafts take their own Prejudices and
Whimfies for divine Impulfes, and the Struggles of their
Reafon for Temptations of the Devil ? How many the
Legerdemain and Tricks of Jugglers for Conjuring and
Witcheraft ? What Frauds may be acted with Glafles,
{peaking Trumpets, Ventriloquies, Ecg:h.oes, Phofpho-
rus, Magic Lanthorns, &'c ? Mathematicians for many
Ages were thought to deal with the Devil, and in our

own
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own adancing Mare was burnt in the Inquifition of Por-
tugal. Formerly Madmen were thought to be Demoni-
acs, and in fome Countries at this Day, their Perfons are
efteemed facred, and their Raving to be Prophecy. The
Americans take Paper and Letters to be Spirits which car-
ry Men's Thoughts from one to another, and indeed $
is hardly conceivable by Nations who have no Notion 0
Writing, how Men thould converfe at a diftance, and @
know one anothers Thoughts, but by the Mediation of
vifible or invifible Agents. If any one fhould have more
exquifite Senfes than other Men (which is notdifficult to
{fuppofe) how many Difcoveries would he make unaccoun-
table to the reft of Mankind ; if he could follow Men or
Beafts by the Scent like Dogs, or fee in the Dark like
Cats: If he had the fame natural Prefage of Tem-
pelts, Thunder and Lightning, fair and foul Weather,
as fome Animals both at Sea and Land feern to have, how
many Peoplemight he deceive by feeming Wonders
and Miracles ? We naturally admire what we cannot ape
prehend, and feem to do fome fort of credit to our Un-
derftandings, in believing whatever isout of our reach to
be fupernatural.

Many in other Refpeéls prudent enough,give too much
Countenance to thefe Follies, in conceiving they attri-
bute more Honour to the Divine Omnipotence, when
they fuppofe he alts prore natd, and accommodates his
Providence to each fingle Action and Emergency, than
in believing that his eternal Wifdom hath fo contrived
and framed the whole Syltem of Nature, and in its ori-
ginal Conftitution implanted fuch Caufes, as by their own
Energy fhall produce all the Events in the World, (unlefs
for {ome particular Reafons he thinks fit to interpofe his
immediate Providence) than which nothing feems to be
more derogatory to his Power, or more contrary to the
Nature of Things, which in many Inftances we all al-
low.

Who is there that does not perceive thatin Dreams,
our Thovghts and Defires are the natural and neceflary
Produdtions of the AffeCtions of our Bodies? If we lie
hot, we are {ubjet to angry and paflionate Dreams ; if
cold, to fearful ones : A loaded Stomach raifes up Ap-

Rz paritions
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paritions of Devils, Terrors and Death : Opium gives ta

many the moft agreeable Senfations : Dreaming upon our

Bac: s inclines us to lafcivious and wanton Thoughts, and

a due Temperament of Body gives found Sleep without

any Dreams at all; and yet how few are there, that do

not believe their waking "Thoughts are altogether in their
®ver, without being able to give any Reafon for the
o Difference ?

Who is there that does not fee that the Raving of a Man
in a Fever,the wild Dilcourfe of one in Bed/am, the Extra-
vagancies of drunken Men, and the Vifions of diftracted,
are the neceflary Effe(ts of Diftemper, and a difordered
Brain? And yet how few believe the fame of the other
Follies and Impertinencies of their Lives, though but
lefler Degrees of the fame Paffions? Much more if we
m-et with any uncommon Appearances, or Pheenomena’s
of Nature, we immediately folve all our Doubts in re-
curring to the divine Omnipotence.

Nature, in many Circomftances, {feems to work by a
fort of fecret Magic, and by ways unaccountable to us,
and yet produces as certain and regular Events, as the
moft obvioufly mechanical Operations. Paflions of the
Mind, as well as Actions of the Body, are not only com-
municated by all the Senfes, but probably by other Ways
indifcernible to us: Mufic not only works us into Variety
of Paflions, but is faid to cure the Bite of a Tarantula,
and ma cs the Perfon affetted fkip and dance in fpite of
his raging Pain: How many can avoid being aftetted
with the Groans or Sighs of one in Mifery, any unufual
"T'one of the Voice, the Solemnity of a Coronation, the
Pomp of a Funeral, the Farce of a Proceffion, the Power
of Eloquence, the Charms of Poetry, the rich and {plen-
did Equipage of great Men, or the {folemn Dump of an
Enthafialt ¢ Sudden good or ill News give fuch violent
Agitations to the Spirits, as fometimes kills the Patient ;
many are frighted into convulifive Fits, and even into Di-
ftration ; the Sight of our Friends in Joy, or in Grief,
produce the fanie Affe€tions in us, before we know the
Caufe of it iu them; the Paflion of Love is conveyed by
wantou Glar.ces, by the ouch, the Motion and the Ear;
and as far asappears to us, all other Paffions are commu-

nicated
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nicated by lile means; the Frights and Longings of Wo-
men with Child ftamp Images and Imprcilions, of the
Things feared or defired, on the Feetus’s, which laft after
they are born, and fometimes as long as they live: There
was once a remarkable Accident happened at the acting ¢
of Andromeda, ac Abdera, a Greek City, upon an extream
hot Day, that many of the Spc&tators feil into Fevers,
and had this Accident from the Heat and Tragedy to-
gether, that they did nothing but pronwunce lambics,
with the Namcs of Per/ous and Andromela: The yawnirg
of one Perfon infects a whole Company ; the Tone, the
Motions, the Geftures, and Grimaces of thofe we con-
verfe with fteal infenfibly upon us, even when we endca-
vour to avoid them: Not only Nations and Sedts, L.t
Profeflions and particular Societies of Men for the mo#
part contract peculiar Airs, and Features, which areea-
fily diftinguifhable to a nice Obferver, and one but of
rooderate Skill in Phyfiognomy will difcover a Parfon, a
Quaker, or a Taylor, drefs them how you pleafe.

There is a certain Sympathy and Antipathy in Na-
ture, or to exprels myfelf otherwife, foagreeable or con-
trary Contexture of different Bodies, as by a fort of na-
tur.l Mechanifm do decline to, oravoid another ; this ap-
pears not only in phyfical and philofophical Experiments,
but by many vulgar and common Obfervations ; fome
Bodies cannot be made to unite, otherswill not feparate ;
the Loadflone drawsIron to it, (~old Quicifilver ; the
fenfitive Plant fhrinks from your Touch : Some Sorts of
Vegetables, though fet at a diflance, attract one ano-
ther, and twine tcgether ; others grow farther. apart;
Turkeycocks fly at Red ; Pheafants will ftare upon the
Eyes of a Fox till tney f.il upon him’; a Rattlefnake
fixing his Eycs upon-a Squirre}, will make hum run into
his Mouth,

All Sorts of Animals have their Inclinations and Dif-
gulis to others and we ourfclves have fecret Affections
and Averfions to Perfons and I'hings, that we can no o-
therwife give an account of, th.n thar Efffuxes of vo-
latile Animal Spirits flow conftant'y from us, of fuch
Form and Configuration as eafily permeate and penetrate
fome Bodies, and are refilted by others of different Tex-
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tures and Compofition, and when entred, communicate
the fame Paffions and Difpofitions to Bodies fuitably dif-
pofed, as they -caufed in the Body from whencethey came,

@nd in Bodies otherwife formed different Operations, as
the fame Wind or Breath blown into different Inftru-
ments caufes various Mufic. ;

This may help to unriddle many Phznomena’s and
Appearances of Nature, vulgarly afcribed to Fafcination
and Witcheraft ; for why may not the difagreeable
Efuviums of a difeafed old Woman give a Child Con-
vulfive Fits, as well as the Meazels and the Small Pox,
and the poifonous and melancholy Vapours fireaming
from an Enthufialt, caufe DiftraQtion and Raving as well
as the Bite of a Mad Dog ?

We perceive in a thoufand Inflances, the Adions of
others by an undefigned Imitation produce the like in

. ourfelves ; no Man 1s furprized to hear of one thrown in-
to convulfive Fits, with diftorted Limbs and Countenance,
at the fight of another in the fame Condition ; and yet
if a poor Enthufiaft with his Brains intoxicated with read-
ing the Revelations, who has made a lucky Difcovery
that the Jaft Day is at hand, when the reft of Mankind
are to be deftroyed, that he and his Acquaintance may
enjoy Dominions, Principalities, ard Powers; I fay if
fuch uncommon Agitations of the Mind fhould produce
as uncommon Agitations of the Body, and caufe the
fame in others, whofe Intellets and Organs are wound
up to the fame Pitch (as when two Violins are tuned a-
like, if you ftrike upon one, the other founds) immediate-
ly half ‘the World is inan uproar : Some will have thefe
fanatical Throws and Convaulfions to be theWorkings and
Flowings of the Holy Ghoft; the Parfons will have them
to be fome of the Devil’s Tricks to dumfound the Church;
and even Men of good Senfe are not without Apprehen-
fions, that they may be Juggling and confederate Knavery
in order to fome dangerous Defign, whereas they are as
natural as Agues, Apoplexies, Epilepfies, or Fits of the
Mother, which were formerly thought to be fupernatural,
and the Perfons affefted to be pofieffed with Spirits and
Demons.  Sir Richard Bucklcy has endeavoured to prove
thefeAgitations always attended the true Prophets, and #he
Letter of Enthufiafin has fully fhewn they always accom-
panied the falfe oncs. To
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To ftop the natural Courfe of our Spirits, colleét them
all together, and cndeavour to keep them fixt upon onz
fingle Objet or Opinion, is like damming up the Current
of a River, and leaving part of its Channel dry, that it
may overflow the adjacent Country. The Beams of the
Sun whillt difperfed give vital Warmth, and Nourithment
to Men, Bealls, and Vegetables, but if contralted to ore
Point would fet the World on Fire; {o the Spirits of
Man, whilft diffufed through the Body, give prop~r and
fuitable Motions and Vigour to the whole Machine, bus
if collected all together muft cither burlt the Veins, or
caufe exceflive Pains, Convalfions, Agitations, Fits of
Quaking and Trembling. A violent Intention of Mind,
long fixt upon the fame Object, never fails -giving con-
vulfive Diftempers, or making the Perfon diftracted.
Some of the Quakers (if we may believe the Keverend
Mr. Grorge Keith in his Megic of Quakeri/m) have ar-
rived to agreat Proficiency in this natural tiagnedfm; or
Magic, having by a watchful and accurate Obiervation of
thefe mutual Efifuxes and Emanations, which flow from
one to another, attained to a Difcernment of Spirits,
that is by the Eye, the Touch, and even by being inthe
fame Room, to the Knowledge of their Friends from
their Enemies, or thote of the fame Rarty, Intereft and
Fattion, from thofe of another : He fpeaks of it as an
undoubted Macter of Faét known amonglt them, that as
betwixt the former there is an Oppofition of Spirit to
Spirit, that may be felt, {o between the latter there is an
Unity, Amity or Friendfhip of Spirit to Spirit, that is
fo difcernable, that they rarely miftake their Foe for
their Friend, though all his Words, Carriage and Aétions
pretendit: They feel fome fecret Efiluviums go forth
from their Hearts mutually from one another, and to one
another, which are received by thofe of the fame Spirit,
like a pleafant Oil or Cordial that doth fenfibly gratify
them, but by thofe of ano:her Spivit (if they can find
room to enter) like fo many Pins and Needle: that wound
them, and penetrate the very Heart and vital r'arts 5 and
when the Patient hath Strength enoagh to reftit their Im-
preflions, he perceives only fome {mall Impulle or Touch
which is ungrateful to him.
R4 He
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He farther tells us, this Spirit of Quakerifm is net
only communicated by the Sight, the Touch, by meio-
dious and mufical Sounds, as well without Words as with
them, but fometimes only by the fimple Feeling of a
mighty Power that exerts itfelf in their filent Meetings,
which not only overcomes little Children, bat Perfons
at Age; and he gives an Inftance of many Boys and

* Girls at a Quakers Meeting at Waltham, feized with
thivering Fits like an Ague, which went off and returned
for feveral Weeks together.

This Author who was formerly one of them, and is
now a Minifter of the Church of England, would never
in a Book written againft the Delufions of Quakerifm,
confefs thefe Falts, and endeavour to {olve them by
natural Caufes, if he had not thought them to be unde-
niable ; and though it is not eafy for others to give intire
Credit to fuch uncommon Relations, yet we may be
fure the firft Propagators of this Fanaticifm muft havehit
upon fome Secretin Nature to firike the Paffions, or fo
confiderable a Seét could noton a fudden ftart up from
{0 inconfiderable a Founder as a poor Shoematker, without
Articles or Priefts, though excluded from Honours and
Offices, reproached, contemned, their Eftates confifcated,
their Perfons banifhed or thrown into noifome Goals and
Dungeons, and what is more, they continue to increafe,
“though they are letalone.

It is a fevere Circumftance which attends thofe who op-
pofe received Opinions, that in Argument they muft ad-
mit every thing fuppo’ed by th«ir Adverfaries to be true,
if it be poflible, and often what is not fo, if the Impof-
fibility be not very apparent ; when once Men bave im-
bibed ftrong Prejudices, which ferve their prefent In-
tereft, or ftrike forcibly upon their Hopes and Fears,
every thing in Nature fhall be made to contribute to their
Syftem ; Misforrunes to their Enemizs are God's Judg-
ments for their Sins, and fo are their Succefles too, be-
caufe they become thereby confirmed in their Errors ;
good Fortune to themfelves, is God’s Reward for their
Piety, ill Succefs is his Correction for their Amendment;
every Thought which confirms their Opinion is a divine
Impulfe, which contradiéts them, a Suggeftion of the
Devil ; every Accident that atiends them every good O';.l
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ill Seafon, every common as well as uncommon Appear-
ance in Nature, is made an immediate A& of God, and

either a Blefling or Judgment; any unufual Operation of

their own Minds or Bodies is impute. to the Holy Ghott,

of others that are of different Seés to the Devil, {o thate

it is impoflible to convert a well fettled Enthufialt; you
will in vaindeny any thing to be fupernaturai which he
thinks fo, unlefs you can(hew a viible Connexion be-
tween the Caufe and the Effe&. and often that will not
do neither, becaufe the weak Efforts of carnal Keafon,
are unable to fearch into the hidden My Reries of God.
Who would undertake to convince one of the Sect juft
before mentioned, that his Tranfports, and his panié
Fears, 'his 7remblings and his Quakings are owing to na-

tural Caufes, and not the immediate Spirit of God? [t

will be in vain to tell him, that the fame were common
to an infamous Setin old Rome, to the Pythian Prophetefs,
the Sybils, the A/lumbratiin Spain, the Fanatics in Ger-
many, are now acted over again by a new whimfical Se&
in England, and indeed have accompanied almoft every
Fanaticifm that ever appeared in the World ; he has an
Anfwer ready, which is Proof againft all Obje&ions, that
himfelf and thofe of his Party are infpired by the Holy
Ghott ; but all others are actuated by the Devil, in order
to promote Herefy : Tt requires lefs pains to believe a
Miracle, than to difcover it to be an Impoflure, or ac-
count for it by the Powers of Nature, which notwith-
ftanding I think may be fhewn to have produced and fet
at Work moft of the Enthufiafins that ever happened,
and particularly our illuminaced Sets here at home, with
all their Convulfions, 1 remblings and Quakings.

Ithas been already obferved, that many cf our Paflions
will not only caufe Agitat ons of (he Body, convulfive
Fits and Trances, but even kill us; grear Excefies of
Love, Fearor Joy, will make us fha' ¢ and quiver: great
Veneration for the Perfon or Affembly we fpeak before,
will make many tremble and quake like an Afpin Leaf ;
fome have been firack filent, and others L.ave tallen to the
Ground ; how then muftan Eathufiaft be {urprifed, wha
believes himfelf honoured with the . x:raordinary Vifit
of a Deity, and the Illapfes of the Holy Ghof into hi

R s Soul
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Soul? What Motions, Agitations, Convulfions, Trem-
blings and Quakings muft be caufed by the Co-operation
of the Paffions of Love, devout Fear and Awe, Joy and
Veneration in {o high and tran(cendent a Degree? What
®:aprceable Scenfations muft he feel? How ravithing Joys
o 2"d traniporting Raptures ? Sure whoever goes about to
undeceive him, would deferve the fame Thanks as thofe
who cured the Madman in Horace, that before thought
hinufelf a Prince, and when he found his Miftake, cried
out in a Rage:

Pol me occidiflis, dmici,
Non fervatis ait, cui fic cxtorta voluptas,
Et demptus per wim mentis gratiffimus Error,

As thefe and many other furprifing Appearances are
only the Co-operations and united Force of different, and
fometimes contrary Paflions, {o our Paflions dre the me-
chanical and neceffary Effe¢ts of the Complexion, Con-
ftitution, and Diflempers of our Bodies, which take their
Rife and receive conflant Alteration from the Accidents of
Diet, Climate, Air, Education, Phyfic, Exercife, and
the perpetual Aétions of external Objelts encompailing us
on every fide.

Phyficians have difcovered certain Mixtures of the
Elements, and firft Principles of the Bodies of Animals,
which they have diftinguifhed by the Names of Sanguine,

. Phlegm, yellow Choler, and black, which is alfo called
Melancholy, and common Experience proves that from
the different Mixtures, a Variation of thefe Humours,
or fome other Compounds, are owing all the Dif-
pofitions and Diftempers of the Mind and Body.

Sanguine is a Compofition of hotand moitt, and flou-
rithes moft in Youth, gives a vigorous Motion to the
Limbs, a purple, rofy and florid Complexion to the Face,
white and foft Skin, fhining and reddih kHair, on the
Flead, and litile on the Body : Itferments like new Wine
juft put into the Cafk, makes us thoughtlefs, brifk and
airy; bold, infolent and wanton; extravagant, luxu-
rious, and immoderately given to Mirth and Pleafure ;
which Herace well defenibes in the following Verfes :

e
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Inberbis Fuvenis tandem, Cuftode remoto,
Gaudet equis, canibufque, & aprici gramine campi.
Cereus in vitium jle&di, monitoribus afper,
Utilium tardus provifor, prodigus eris,

Sublimis cupidufque, & amata relinguere pernix. *

~ It caufes in Sleep foft and gentle Vapours to rife to the

Brain, which infpire agreeable and pleafant Dreams, aqd
chiefly of fuch Subjects as the Mind is converfant with i
the Day, as is well exprefled by Claudian:

Omnia que [enfu wolvuntur vota dinrne '
Peftore fofpito reddit amica quies.

Venator defefla toro jam membra reponit,
Mens tamen ad Sitvas & fua luftra redit 5
Fdicibus lites, aurige Jomnia currus
Vanagque noSurnis meta cavetur equis 3

Furto gandet amans, permurat navita merces,
Et wigil clapfus queerit avarus opes,
Blandaque largitur fruftra fiticntibus &giis
Irriguus gelido pocula fonte fopor :

Me quogue mufarum fudium Jub noZe filenti,
Artibus affuetis follicitare Joler. Lis. 3. Praf.

Phlegm is a Mixture of Cold and Moift, and abounds
in Winter, when the Juices for want of due Warmth and
Motion, are crude and indigetted, like Wine in the Prefs
before it has fermented. “{he Camplexion is waite, the
Skin foft, the Urine pale, the Body inclinable to be profs,
the Mufcles and Veins {onk and fid, the Hair lank and
thin, and for want of Nourithment quickly grows grey ;
the Native Heat being overcome with Mottture, the Sen-
fes become lefs guick, che Pewers of the Mind, dull,
fluggith and tupid, the Speech flow, and the Memory
lofes its retentive Faculty ; bat People of this Complexi-
on are fteedy, good-natured, hard tc be provoked, and
free from all Guile, Fraud and Treachery.

In Sleep moift Vapours afcending to the Brain, make
them dream of Hail, Snow, lce and Rain, of Rivers
and Baths, and fometimes they miftake their Bed for an
Urinal, ‘This Conflitution caufes  Heavinefs, Stuffings

m
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in the Head, Running and Dimnefs in the Eyes, Noifes
and Ringing in the Ears, Diftillations, Coughs, Catarrhs,
intenfe Pains, if the Humour fettle in particular Parts ;
as alfo Scabs, Tetters, Scurvies, Leprofies, and fome
orts of Fevers.
Choler is a Compofition of hot and dry, eof a fiery
® Colour and Effe€t, and abounds moft in the Summer
Months : It makes the Complexion pale, the Body lean,
flender and mufculous, the Skin hot and hairy, the Hair
curled, the Water high-coloured, the Pulfe fwift and
ftrong, and the Vein: prominent. People of this Com-
plexion are chearful, forward and altive, have a great
Command of 1houghts and Words, and rolling and
ready Elogquence ; but are buly, imperious, paflionate,
variable, uncertain, crafty, defigningand treacherous,

cui Triftia bella

Furaque, infidieque, & noxia crimina cordi.

In Sleep, burning Vapours flying vp to the Brain,
caufe tumultuous and angry Dreams, Fury and
Slaughter raging on every Side, and Towns, Cities and
Woods in Flames.

Exagitant wefana quies, fomnigue furentes
Atque aliena premit wani terroris imago.

Lucax. L. .

This Complexion inclines to the Jaundice, to Twi-
fimg of the Guts, with intolerable Pains and [ortures ;
to Tertian and burning Fevers, which caufe Raving and
Frenzies.

The Atra-bilis, or Melancholy, is a Compound of
Cold and Dry, and abounds moft in Spring and Automn :
Jt is a vifcous and four Juice, and confiltsof the thick-
er Parts and Dregs of the Blood, which it is the Duty of
the Liver to feparate, and as it were to fcum and cla-
rify ; and if this Office be duly performed che Spirits are
pure and clear, and giveanattive Motion to the Brain,
which caufes profufe Joy and Mirth ; otherwife the Spleen
and Ventricle become obliructed, and then four and poi-
onous Vapours afcending to the Brain, as it were from

corsupt
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corrupt and ftinking Pools, the animal Spirits are vit.-
ated, from whence arife Swimmings in the Head, Trein
blings and Palpitations of the Heart, deep Sighs, In-
quietude and Alienation of the Mind, Grief, Anxiety,
Dejection, abfurd Thoughts, anxious and panic Fears,
and a Defire of Solitude.

Mifer in filvis marens errabat opacis
Per campos folus latos atque avia regna,
Ipfe fuum cor edens, hominum wefligia witans.,

Every Noife frightens them, they diftruft every body,
fear Friends and Enemies alike, are haunted with vain
and caufelefs Terrors of Confcience, and both fleeping
and waking fee dreadful Imagyes and Apparitions of De-
vils and Chains before their Eyes.

Perpetua anxictas, nec menfee tempore coffat,

Nocte brewam fi forte indulfit cura Joporem,

Et toro werfata toro jam membra quicfeunt,

Continuo templum &5 wiolati numinis aras

Confpicit in fomno, ac mentem [udoribus urget ;

Hi funt qui trcpidant & ad omnia fulgura pallent,

Cum tonat, examines primo quoque tempore czli.
Juven. Sat. 13.

In Dreams they try to run away from thefe frightful
Images, but in the Attempt their Strength fails them,
their Knees fink under them, and their Limbs will noc
fupport the Weight of their Bodies ; which Virgil well
defcribes in the following Verfes:

Ac welut in fomnis oculos ubi languida preffit
Nodte quies, ncquicquam awvides extendere curfus
‘elle widemur, &5 in mediis conatibus @gri
Succidimus, now lingua wvalct, non corpore note
Sufficient wires, nec wox nec werba [equuntur,

Vire, Lib. 12,

Tho_ugh this Sort of Choler is in its own Nature cold,
yet being very dry takes Fire like Tinder. Ar{/iatée
ob-
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obferves*, when Melancholy is once heated, it is like
boiling Water, and tranfcends the Flame of Fire, and
then fulphureous Exhalations flying up to the Brain fill
the Mind with lively Imagipations, quicken and enlarge
@ the Wit and Invention, and muke the Tongue to Admira-
tion fluent and eloquent; and when heated to agreat
& Degree, caufe Raving, Frenzy, and Madnefs. °
This will account for the {udden Changes in Perfons
of this Complexion: When the Humour is in its natural
State they are heavy, grave, anxious, fearful, dejected
and opprefled with Grief, and Defpair ; talk of nothing
but Humility, Mortification, Difconfolation and De-
{ertion ; but.f heated with Exercife, Wine, the Conver-
{ation of agreeable Men and Women, or any -other ac-
cidental Caufe on a fudden, they will be furprizingly joy-
ful, Gay and Wanton, full of Laughter and plealant
Conceits, bright, and fometimes extrav:zant Thoughts
and Expreflions.  Melancholy partakes much of the Na-
ture of Wine, which makes {ome Men pleafant, others
quarrelfome, {ome filent, others noify, fome lafcivious,
cthers impotent, fome crying, others langhing.

Quid non ebrietas defignat 2 aperta recludit, ~
Spes jubet ([fe ratasin prelia trudit incrmem,
Sollicitis animis enus eximit, & docet artes
Fecundi calices quom non fecere difertum 2
Contra&d quem non in paupertate folutum ?

Hor. Lib. 1. Ep. 5.

There are particular Features, Vifages, Habits and Di-
flempers incident to both thefe Condiuons of Melancholy,
which for Brevity fake 1 omit; nor do I pretend to
have given an exalt phyfical Account of the other Phzno-
mena’s above-mentioned, much lefs to difcover the in-
ward Frame and Conftitution of Subftances ; which can
be known to no Man till God Almighty in another State
has given us new Senfes and Faculties ; (all the Knowledge
we have in this, being fome few obvious Effeéts and

* Problems, Se&t, 30,

Operations
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Operations Bodies have upon one another ;) nor is fuch
Exattnefs neceflary, my Purpofe being only to fhew in
general, that the Paffions and other Qualities of the Mind,
are the neceffary Productions of thefe, or fome other un-

known Mixtares and Compofitions of tiie Body ; which @y

as they are infinitely variable in Degree and Proportion,
and receive perpetual Alteration by the Bodies emitting
and receiving new Particles, as well as different Modifi-
cations of thofeit had before by the Actions of external
Objets ; fo our Features, Complexions, Conftitutions,
Diftempers, Senfes, Paffions, and other Affetions of the
Mind, muft be vattly different, and probably two Men
never had exaltly the fame, or the fame Man at different
Times.

A certain Organization of the Body, and Mixture of
Juices in the Blood, concurring with fuitable and corre-
fpondent Actions of other Beings without us, produce
Prudence, Temperance, Moderation, Humanity, Indo-
lence and Complacency of Mind; different Conftitutions
produce violent and unruly Appetites: Our Virtues as
well as Health confifting in having moderate Defires and
Averfions, or which is all one, Hopes and Fears to which
all our Paffions are reducible ; ina certain Degree they
are neceffary to the Prefervation of our Beings, and ail
the Duties of Life, in a greater they become Vices, and
at laft Raving and Madnefs; Courage foen grows into
Anger, and then Rage; Frugality makes .an eafly Pro-
greffion to Covetoufnefs, then Milerablenes, and that
‘Want it would avoid ; there is a ready T'ranfition from
Benevolence into Generofity, Profufenef. and Extrava.
zance; from Religion not conducted by Reafon, into 3u-
perftition and Fanaticifm; and of Hope into Confidence,
Pride, Conceit and Vain-Glory. All thefe in their Ex-
cefles are feveral Kinds of Madnefs, which is but vig=
lent Paition that produces ftrange and unufual Behaviour,
of the numerous Sorts whereof one might unroll a Le-
gion, and perhapsno one is witiout a Tincture of one
Kind or other, which I am perfuaded the mott fober VMan
will acknowledge true of himfelf, if he reflects upon the
Vanity and Extravagance of his fecret Thoughts, when
he fits or walks mufing alone, T
The

|
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The Mind in its natural State is contented with com-
mon Thoughts and Conceptions, but when the Spirits are
raifed above their proper Pitch, like fermented Liquor,
they endanger the Veflel, and when elevated to a very
high Degree, are fired like Gunpowder, which blows
up itfelf and every thing elfe about it: some Indifpofi-
tions make the Body many times ftronger than in full
Health, others produce a ftrange and uncommon Energy
in the Brain, which caufes furprizing Difcourfes, and
Rapfodies of lofty Words and ‘Thouguts, and a Strength
of Imagination which is inconceivable, that can bring
and cure Diftempers, carry People in Sleep out of their
Beds, and condu¢t them fafe over Bridges and Precipices,
where they durft not venture when awake ; but it is in
nothing more furprifing than in the Power it has over the
Mind, to make it miftake itfelf, and its own Infirmities,
for the Spirit of God ; this is what is called Enthufialm,
by which Word is meant a ftrong and impetuous Motior,
or extraordinary and tranfcendant Ardor, Fervency or
Pregnancy of the Soul, Spirits or Brain, which is vul-
garly thought tobe fupernatural.

Mankind in their Ignorance of Caufes, have been al-
ways prone to believe fome fpecial Prefence of God, or
a fupernatural Power, to be in whatever is unufually great
or vehement. i hi made the Ancients afcribe Thunder
and Lightoing to Fupiter, Wifdom to Pallas, Craft to
Mercury, thelively Thoughts produced by Wine to Bac-
chus, Storms and [empelts to &olus, the Rapiodies of
Poetry to the Mufes, Courage to Mer, Rage ard Mad-
nefs to the Eumenides or Fuiues, the Paflions of love to
Cupid, the Produttions of the Earth to Cercs, and Things
feemingly accidental to Forsune; o thefe Idols of their
own Fancies, they buil' magnificent Temples, endowed
them wich Priefts, Lands, Officers and Revenues ; and
worfhipped them with Oblations, Prayers and T'hanks ;
this Difpofition gave Riie to the worfhipping of Heroes,
Legiflators and Founders of new Scéts and Opinions ; for
the People perceiving uncommon Wildom, Eloquence,
Refolution and Succefs to attend all their Words and
Ations, believed them tobe infpired and aflifted by fome
faperior Power, and fo intir¢ly abandoned thcmfe]vesh to

) ' their
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their Condu@ whilt living, and adored them when
dead,?

It isthis makes a melancholy Man miftake the im-
petuous Tranfport, whereby he is fervently and zealouf-
ly carried in Matters of Religion, for divine Infpiration,
and the Power of God in him ; for feeling a Storm of
Devotion coming upon him, his Heart full of godly Af-
feftion, his Head in his own Opinion pregnant with clear
and fenfible Reprefentations, his Mouth flowing with
powerful Elnquence, and not being able to obferve from
what Conduét of Reafon, or other Caufes in Natare this
fudden Change procecds, immediately concludes it to be
the Power of God, working fupernaturally in him ; he
thinks every fudden Help or Evefion, every lucky Hint
to avoid Dangers or compafs Deliverances, to proceed
immediately from God ; every imagined Difcovery of an
Error held by others, to be a fupernatural Revelation ;
every fine and curio: s Thought that fteals inwo his Mind,
a Pledge ot the divine Fa-our, and a fingular Hlumina-
tion ; every ftaring and rampant Fancy, every unbridled,
bold and confident Obftruction of his own uncouth and
fupine Invention to be a fpecial Truth, and the Power
and Prefence of God in his Soul: He efteems his Pride
and Tumour of Mind, his }iff, inflexible and unyielding
Temper, his fteady and obfinate Refolution to 2dmit no
Demonftrations againft his Opinions, and to fuffer Tor-
ture or Martyrdom, to be the fpecial Support and divine
Afiftance of God, and his 2rdent Zeal, and implacable
Defire of Revenge towards all who oppofe him, to be the
more than ordinary Influence and Impulfe of the Holy
Ghot, for the Extirpation of Herefy; whereas the En-
thufiatt is only intoxicated with Vapours afcending from
the lower Regions of his Body, as the Pythian Propherefs
of old, in her prophetic Trances, was by the Power of
certain Exhalations breathing from fubterranean Caverns;
for all thefe Appearances are eafily refolvable into the
Power of Melancholy, which' is but a fort of natural
Incbriation, the fame Effets being produced often by
Wine 5 and it is obfervable thar fuch high-flown and
bloated Expreflions, Rapfodies of flight and lofty Words,
and rolling and ftreaming Tautologies, which fall ﬁ’)omﬂEp._
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thufiafts, generally happen to Perfons before they are
ftark Mad. _

The particular Difpofition of the Blood, which pro-
duces this Temper of the Mind, feems to be the Predo-

inance of aduft Melancholy, well impregnated with
Gall ; the firft gives prefumptuous Confidence, and the
latter Infolence and Impatience of Contradi¢tion ; which
if it prevails fo much in fpeculative Quettions, which re-
gard no Man’s Profit or Power, and that both fides agree,
are to be determined by the Rules of Reafon (infomuch,
that People of this Complexion, can converfe with none
but of their own Opinions,) what IHavock muft it make
in Matters of Religion? Upon which Subje&t almoft all
Mankind feem to have agreed by univerfal Confent to
talk unintelligibly, and by that Means have endeavoured
to deftroy or take away the only Criterion between
Truth and Falfhood, Religion and Superftition ; every
fide pretends to Vifions, Revelations, Miracles and My-
fieries, expe(tto be believed upon their own Authority,
and purfue all who dare-oppofethem, with Vengeance
and Deftruétion, as perverfe Unbelievers, Heretics,
Deifts and Atheifts ; which charitable and polite Lan-
guage i- promifcuoufly given by and to all Parties and
Faétions n Religion.

Though at firt 2ight it appears very abfurd, that all
Mankind fhould be concerned in the*Vifions and Reve-
lations of two or three Men, when few of the fame
Nation or Difri¢t can know their Perfons, fewer their
Sincerity, and whether they are infpired by God, are de-
ceived themfelves, or intend to deceive others ; it muft
be mere fo, to expe&t Nations diftant in Situation, Lan-
guage and Cuftoms, to leave their Affairsand Habitations
to hunt after Prophets, Miracles, and Revelation-Mon-
gers, or give Credit to the fabulous or uncertain Stories
or Legends of People they know nothing of, when we
can hardly believe any thing {aid, tobe done in the fame
Townor Neighbourhoood, and fcarce in the fame Houfe,
or tell a Story of ever{o fimple Particulars, that we can
know again when we hear it; it is yet more /ridiculous
to oblige all the World to rake into the Rubbith of An-
tiquity, to learn all Languages, examine all Syﬂemsi and

there-
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thereby difcover all Impoftures, Forgeries, Interpola-
tions, Errors and Miftakes, or elfe fubmit to the Guid-
ance of others, who are neither honefter nor wifer than
themf{elves, and befides have an Intereft to deceive them ;
yet the true Enthufiaft fees none of thefe Difhculties,
ftarts at no Abfurdities ; is very fure that he has received
frequent Revelations, is thoroughly fatisfied of his own
Infpiration and Miffion, and expe&s all Mankind, both
now and hercafter to be {o too ; hehas given them fuffi-
cient Notice, by promulgating his Doétrine amongft a few
that he can perfuade to hear him, and condemns all the
reft as obftinate contumacious Heretics, and wilful Tran{-
greflfors againft Demonftration and evident Light : Aver-
fion, Prife and Fury in the Shdpe of Zeal, like a
mighty Storm rufiles his Mind into beating Eillows,
and boiflerous Fluctuations ; at laft he is all in a Rage,
and no Church-Buckets to quench his fiery Religion, Re-
ligicn and the Glory of God drives him on: The holy
Enthufialiic longs to feaft and riot upon human Sacrifices,
turn Cities and Nations into shambles, and deftroy with
Fire and Sword fuch who dare thwart his Frenzy, and
all the while like another Ners, plays upon his Harpand
fings Te Deum at the Conflagration.

The End of the Ficft Volume,

\
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