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PREFACE.

Tae preliminary genealogy, and the first two chapters of
this volume, are taken from the fragment of a biography left by
the late John Quincy Adams. That portion of it extending
nearly to the end of the first chapter, appears to have been
written by bim during the summer of 1829, just after the close
of his official term as President of the United States, and before
he was recalled into public life. Of the remainder, which was
added in brief snatches of leisure during the summer recesses
of Congress, the greater part was composed in 1832; but the
last pages bear the date of 1839, from which time the projecs
seems to have been abandoned. No part of it was ever revised
for publication. As a consequence some blanks were left in the
manuseript, principally for dates or extracts from books and
papers, which have been filled, and a few trivial errors occurred,
which have been corrected by the Editor, for the most part
without notice. The fragment, in all other respects adhering
closely to the original copy, extends to page 89 of this volume.
It farnishes a succinct account of the circumstances attending
the youth and education of Jobn Adams, and carries the nar-
rative down to the time of the so-called Boston Massacre, in
March, 1770, when he had reached his thirty-fifth year. 1In
other words, it covers the period of his life as a private citizen,
and stops exactly at the moment when the career which made
him an object of public attention begins. This fact will readily
suggest the reason why the work was terminated just at this
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point. It could not be further prosecuted without the applica-
tion of a much greater share of time, and more extended
investigations than the writer was in a condition to bestow,
consistently with a faithful performance of the duties of a
representative of Massachusetts in Congress, to which he had
been summoned to devote his latest years. That most brilliant
portion of his life it is impossible for any descendant of his to
regret, even though it was pursued at the sacrifice of this noble
undertaking, and the devolution of it to far less competent
hands.

For in justice to the continuator it ought to be kept in mind,
that even before this fragment was definitively laid aside, he
had reason to know that he was looked to as the successor to
the duty; and in that view, that all the manuscripts, books, and
papers relating to it were to be committed to his care. From
this it may be understood, that the enterprise was not altogether
of his seeking. Whatever might have been his doubts of his
own abilities to execute it, little room was left him to indulge
them. Neither was it in his disposition to shrink from it, simply
because of its difficulty. Of the peculiar obstacles in the way
of a faithful and at the same time an acceptable performance
of it, he was from the outset thoroughly sensible. ~Under
other circumstances he might have regarded his attempting it
as presumptuous. But in his case there was mno alternative.
To say that he has acquitted himself of his obligation to his
own satisfaction is more than he can pretend. All that he will
venture to claim for himself is an earnest desire to be right,
and an endeavor by no trifling amount of industry to become
so. That he may in many instances have fallen short of his
aim will not surprise him. Infallibility in such a department
of investigation is altogether out of the question. The writer
has detected too many mistakes in his own work, and observed
too many in the productions of others, to seek to cherish a
spirit of dogmatism. Hence if it should turn out that he has
fallen into any essential error, or been guilty of material
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injustice, he trusts that he may be acquitted of evil intention
in the beginning, or inclination to persevere in it against evi-
dence. Should any such be shown to him, he stands ready to
acknowledge it with candor and to correct it with cheerfulness.

Much as the failure to complete the original narrative is to be
regretted on other accounts, there is at least one particular in
which the interposed delay has not been without a compensat-
ing advantage to the subject of this biography. During the
interval that has elapsed, much new material has found its way
to the light, and many old documents have been rendeicd
accessible, which have greatly facilitated the elucidation of
important facts in the narrative. The effect has been to rectify
many impressions of the events of the last century and of
their causes, which prevailed early and have been carefully
handed down to us. This is particularly true in regard to the
motives of action, which governed the policy of the great na-
tions of Europe during the Revolution, as well as to those which
controlled the course of Mr. Adams’s own administration after-
wards. On these points, embracing as they do a great part
of the disputed questions of his times, it is not to be presumed
that all readers will at once concur in the views presented in
this work, or be entirely satisfied with the judgments that are
pronounced on some of the actors. It is enough to say in their
behalf, that they have not been prepared without a careful exam-
ination of the evidence upon which they rest, an earnest desire
to avoid every unnecessary word of offence, and a conviction of
the necessity of submitting them, in justice to the individual
whose history is given. Yet it is not to be doubted that much
material yet remains undisclosed which will still further con-
tribute to a correct understanding of the action of these times.
If the production of it will in any way subserve the great end
of establishing historical truth, it is to be hoped that no pains
may be spared to bring it to the light of day.

So much has been said of late upon the duties of editors in
publishing the papers committed to their care, that a few words
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may be necessary to explain the principles upon which this
work has been conducted. In all cases the best copy obtain-
able has been closely adhered to, saving only the correction
of obvious errors of haste, or inadvertence, or negligence.
Yet as a considerable number of the letters have been taken,
not from the originals, of which it is not known even that they
are yet extant, but from the copy-book containing the rough
drafts, it is by no means improbable that in case of a possibility
of collation with the real letters, many discrepancies not to
say interpolations and even erasures will be discovered. Should
such instances be brought to light, it is proper that this explana-
tion should stand on record, to guard against charges of altera-
tion which already have been preferred against other editors, on
grounds not altogether dissimilar. Against such variations it
would have been impossible to provide without materially
curtailing the valuable materials for the work. For all others,
the Editor has acted on his own responsibility, and for reasons
which appear to him satisfactory.

No person will be apt to imagine that in an undertaking so
extensive as this, it is possible for the closest observer to escape
without making many mistakes. Some of these belong to the
typographical department, and can be easily corrected. Others
and more material ones to the editor or the author. A few
have occurred by trusting to statements made at second hand.
More by taking for granted what appeared on good authority
to be facts. And still others by the extreme difficulty of
getting at the exact truth, especially in minute matters. It
has not been deemed necessary in all cases to give notice of the
corrections. It is sufficient to say that whenever any discre-
pancy is to be observed between the impressions of the work,
it may be inferred that those which have been the last printed
contain the corrected reading.

In dismissing these volumes, it is no more than an act of
justice in the writer to recognize the obligations he is under to
individuals and associations, for the readiness shown to aid him
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in the prosecution of his investigations. In but a single in-
stance that he can recollect, has an application been neglected,
or received in any other than the most cordial manner; and in
that he has no desire to impute an unfriendly intention. To
specify the slighter services rendered in this vicinity and at a
distance would be tedious. The writer will therefore confine
himself to a notice of the kindness of the Hon. Edward Everett,
when Secretary of State of the United States, in allowing him
to examine and to verify copies of important papers in the
archives of that department; of the liberal manner in which
the Hon. Jared Sparks placed at his disposal a volume of copies
of French despatches, procured by him at Paris under the sanc-
tion of that government, which proved of the first importance in
treating one portion of the narrative; and lastly of the great
assistance rendered to him by his most esteemed friend, Dr. J.
G. Palfrey, who cheerfully consented to read the greater part of
the work in the proof-sheets, and to favor him with such critical
and other remarks as occurred to him in the process. To all
persons acquainted with the scholarlike habits of mind and the
refined taste of that gentleman, it is needless to add that these
pages have greatly benefited by this treatment. Whatever sug-
gestions fell from him were, with rare exceptions, implicitly
adopted, and it is only a matter of regret for the sake of the
work that they were not more numerous, and, especially in that
portion peculiarly belonging to the writer, not prompted by a
less partial judge.

It is proper to add in conclusion, that these volumes by no
means exhaust the valuable materials in the possession of the
Editor, for the illustration of the era of the Revolution. Neither
do they in the least encroach upon the yet larger stores in
reserve for the other work, intended for publication at a future
period, and destined, in giving the life of John Quincy Adams,
to elucidate the history of the generation immediately suc-
ceeding.

Quincy, 26 July, 1856.
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PRELIMINARY.

RESPECTING THE FAMILY OF ADAMS.

Tae first charter of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay was
granted by Charles the First, and bears date the 4th of March,
in the fourth year of his reign, 1629. It recites letters-patent of
James the First, dated 3 November, in the eighteenth year of his
reign, 1620, granting to the Council established at Plymouth,
in the county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, ordering, and
governing of New England, in America, all that part of Amer-
ica, from latitude 40° to 48°, and through the main lands from
sea to sea. Then, that the Plymouth Council, by deed indented
19 March, 1628, conveyed to Sir Henry Rosewell, Sir John
Young, knights, Thomas Southcott, John Humphrey, John
Endicott, and Symon Whetcomb, their heirs and associates
forever, all that part of New England, lying between three
miles south of Charles, and three miles north of Merrimack
rivers. Charles, therefore, at the petition of the grantees, and
of others whom they had associated unto them, grants to them
the same lands, and constitutes them a body corporate politique,
in fact and name, by the name of the Governor and Companie
of the Massachusetts Bay in New England.

Among the grantees of this charter is a person by the name
of TrOMAS ADAMS.

Hutchinson says that the day for the annual election of officers,
by charter, was the last Wednesday in Easter Term, and that
on the 13th of May, 1628, Cradock was chosen governor, Goffe,
deputy-governor, and eighteen assistants; of whom Thomas
Adams was the twelfth.l

1 History, vol. i. p. 9, of the London edition of 1765. Hutchinson’s error is
left uncorrected in the text. The year was 1629. .
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That on the 20th of October, 1629, a new choice of officers
was made, consisting of such persons as had been resolved on
the 29th of August preceding. John Winthrop was elected
governor, John Humphrey, deputy-governor, and eighteen assist-
ants; of whom Thomas Adams was the last.!

From this, it appears that Thomas Adams was one of those
who had determined to come over with the charter. But
nothing further has been found concerning him.?

Hutchinson says that, in 1625, one Captain Wollaston, with
about thirty persons, began a plantation near Weston’s, which
had been abandoned ; that no mention is made of a patent to
‘Wollaston ; that Morton changed the name of Mount Wollaston
to Merry Mount; and that the people of Plymouth seized him,
to send him to England.

‘Winthrop’s Journal? under date of 20 September, 1630,
says: “ Thomas Morton was adjudged to be imprisoned tili
he were sent into England, and his house burnt down, for
his many injuries offered to the Indians, and other misde-
meanors.”

‘Winthrop’s Journal, 17 September, 16394: « Mount Wol-
laston had been formerly laid to Boston; but many poor men
having lots assigned them there, and not able to use those lands
and dwell still in Boston, they petitioned the town, first, to have
a minister there, and, after, to have leave to gather a church
there, which the town, at length, upon some small composition,
gave way unto. So this day they gathered a church after the

1 History, vol. 1. p. 14.

2 The records of the Massachusetts Company, whilst in London, have been
printed in full since 1829, when the text was written, They show Thomas
Adams an active and efficient member of the Board, contributing as largely
from his private fortune to the colonization as any one; but he never himself
came to America. In the preliminary chapter to the third volume of the “ Col-
lections of the American Antiquarian Society,” the editor supposes this to be the
same Thomas Adams who afterwards became alderman, hgh-sheriff, and, in
1646, Lord-Mayor of London; and who likewise shared the fortunes, good and
bad, of the Presbyterian party. Assuming this to be correct, it is singular that
Hutchinson should have reckoned him among those Assistants of whom he could
give no account. His name frequently occurs in the records of the House of
Commons, of which he was a member, and particularly in the course of thejr
struggle with Cromwell, in 1656. He was knighted by Chatles the Second for
his loyalty. TFuller has placed him in his list of the Worthies of England for the
same reason. This individual was born in Wem, in the county of Salop, where
he founded a free school at his death, and where eulogies were pronounced on
his memory.

3 P. 20, of the edation of 1790. 4P, 187
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usual manner, and chose one Mr. Tompson, a very gracious,
sincere man, and Mr. Flint, a godly man also, their ministers.” -

“ There was a church gathered at the Mount, and Mr. Tomp-
son, a very holy man, who had been an instrument of much
good at Acamenticus, was ordained the pastor the 19th of the
9th month.” 1

It was in 1634 that Mount Wollasfon had been laid to Bos-
ton, and Winthrop’s Journal % says that on the 11th of Decem-
ber, 1634, the inhabitants of Boston met after the lecture, and
chose seven men who should divide the town lands among
them.

At a general court held at Newton, 3 September, 1634, it is

ordered that Boston shall have enlargement at Mount Wollas-
ton and Rumney Marsh. The bounds were settled 13 April,
1636. .
“At a general court of elections, held at Boston, 13 May,
1640. The petition of the inhabitants of Mount Wollaston was
voted, and granted them to be a town, according to the agree-
ment with Boston, and the town is to be called Braintree.” 8

Thus it appears that Morton’s settlement at Mount Wollas-
ton was broken up and his house was burnt in 1630, the year
in which Winthrop and his colony arrived; that in 1634 the
General Court at Newton granted enlargement to the town
of Boston at Mount Wollaston ; that in 1636 grants of land
were made by the inhabitants of Boston to individuals to make
settlements there without removing from Boston; that many of
the poor men who had lots assigned them, could not use them,
and continue to reside in Boston ; that they therefore petitioned
Boston, first, to have a minister, and, afterwards, to gather a
church, which leave was accordingly granted. They chose Mr.
Tompson and Mr. Flint their ministers. Mr. Tompson was
ordained the 19th of November, 1639 ; and on the 13th of May,
1640, they were by the court of elections made a town, by the
name of Braintree.

Among the grantees of these lands was Henry Adams,* prob-

VP, 195, 2P. 77.
3 Hancock’s Century Sermons, p. 21, note.
4 In the records of the town of Boston, the following entry occurs: —
“ 24th day, 12th month, 1640. Granted to Henry Kdams, for ten heads, forty
acres, upon the same covenant of three shillings per acre.”
This covenant, made about a year before, was a reserve of three shillings
1 *
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ably a brother of Thomas Adams,’ one of the grantees of the
charter, and one of the Assistants chosen at the time of its
transfer to this country.

By the records of the town of Braintree, it appears that this
Henry Adams was buried on the 8th of October, 1646. From
his will, it appears that he left a widow, five sons, named Peter,
John, Joseph, Edward, and Samuel, and a daughter Ursula.
He had three other sons, not mentioned in the will, whose
names were Henry, Thomas, and Jonathan.?

Henry was the eldest son, and was the first town-clerk of

“for every acre that hath been or shall be granted to any others who are not
inhabitants of the town of Boston.” .

Hence it is probable that the grantee, in this instance, had lately arrived from
the mother country, and that he went at once to settle in Braintree.

1 This conjecture does not rest upon evidence of any sort; and, if Thomas
Adams was the person supposed in a former note, it is not likely to be well
founded.

Genealogy was so little an object of inquiry in New England, during the latter
part of the last century, that most people were content to adopt any notion
respecting their descent that appeared plausible, without much examination of
its soundness.  One of these notions, commonly held among persons bearing the
name of Adams, was, that they were all the posterity of some one individual
emigrating to America during the early days of the settlement. When the dis-
tinction attained by Samuel and John, brought to public attention the fact that
they had a common ancestor in Henry Adams, who came from England with
eight sons, somewhere about the year 1630, and that these sons left many
descendants scattered in the different towns in which they settled, this gave con-
firmation to the idea; and he was forthwith very generally installed as that
common progenitor. But a closer investigation of early records shows that this
was quite a mistake. The lists of persons admitted freemen in Massachusetts,
during eighteen years from the settlement, show eight of the name, only two of
whom have Christian names like those belonging to the nine members of the
family of Henry. Another and a different Adams is found coming to Plymouth
in the Fortune, eighteen years earlier. Still another is known to have gone to
Virginia. Perhaps there were more who went to other colonies, in which the
name is yet continued. Hence it is certain that no inference of consan-
guinity, at least on this side of the Atlantic, can be drawn from the mere
fact of possessing the name in common.

In trath, the name occurs frequently in England. Mr. Lower, in the latest
edition of his work on surnames, has added a list of sixty of those most common
in England and Wales, as shown by the general registry of births, deaths, and
marriages during the year, from July, 1837, to July, 1838. In that list the name
of Adams comes in numerically as the sixtieth and last.

2 This makes eleven heads in the family. The grant of lands is to only ten.
In some accounts it has been said that one son returned to England. The fact
is so stated in the inscription on the tomb of Henry Adams, which was placed
there by the subject of this biography. There is no authority for it but tradi-
tion, and the secondary evidence presented by the absence of all known
descendants from him who was named John. Dr. Alden makes the same state-
ment, in his curious collection of American Epitaphs—a work in which it is
much to be regretted that errors swarm so as materially to affect its value.
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Braintree. The records of births, marriages, and deaths, in the
first book of Braintree town records, are in his handwriting;
and the first marriage recorded is his own with Elizabeth Payne,
17 October, 1643.

The second is that of Joseph Adams and Abigail Baxter, mar-
ried the 26th of November, 1650. The gravestones of this Joseph
Adams and of his wife are yet extant in the burial-ground of
the Congregational Church at Quincy, and the inscriptions on
them show that he died on the 6th of December, 1694, in the
68th year of his age. IHe was, therefore, born in the year 1626,
in England, four years before the emigration of the Winthrop
colony ; and there is reason to believe that he was the youngest,
and that Henry was the eldest of the sons of the first Henry,
who came with him from England.

On the same book of records are entered the births of three
children of Henry and Elizabeth Adams.

Eleazar, born 6 August, 1644. Jasper, born 23 June, 1647,
And Elizabeth, born 11 November, 1649.

About that time, this Henry Adams removed to Medfield, of
which he was also the first town-clerk, and where numerous
descendants of his name are yet remaining. Among them is
the distinguished female historian, Hannah Adams. He died
on the 21st February, 1675, at the age of 71. He was, there-
fore, born in the year 1604, was 26 years of age at the time of
the emigration, 36 when Braintree was made a town, and 39
when married to Elizabeth Payne.

Of the sons of the first Henry Adams, Peter and Joseph
only remained settled for life at Braintree. Joseph and his wife
lived together forty-two years; as the inscription on her grave-
stone shows that she died on the 27th of August, 1692, only
two years before her husband.

Their children, as recorded upon the town book, were : —

Hannah, born 13 November, 1652. Joseph, born 24 Decem-
ber, 1654. John, born 15 February, 1656. Abigail, born 27
February, 16568. John and Bethiah, born 20 December, 1660.
Mary, born 8 September, 1663. Samuel, born 3 September,
1665. Another Mary, born 25 February, 1667. Peter, born
7 February, 1669. Jonathan, born 31 January, 1671. Mehi-
table, born in 1673,

Of the original military establishment at Braintree, it appears,
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from a minute on the record book, apparently made by John
Mills, when he was the town-clerk, for it is professedly made
from the memory of the writer— that Henry, Thomas, and
Peter Adams were sergeants of companies, and John and
Joseph Adams, drummers.

The inventory of the goods movable and immovable of the
first Henry Adams presents a property, the sum total of which
is seventy-five pounds thirteen shillings — the real and personal
estate being nearly of equal value. It includes a house, barn,
and ground around them. Three beds and their bedding, one
of which was in the parlor, and two in the chamber. A variety
of farming utensils and kitchen furniture; some store of corn,
hay, and hops; one cow and a heifer, swine, and one silver
spoon, and some old books. There was land which he held
upon lease or temporary grant from the town ; and he bequeathes
the remainder of his term to his sons, Peter and John, and his
daughter Ursula. He orders his books to be divided among all
his children. The house and lands belonging to himself he
leaves to his wife during her life or widowhood, and afterwards
to his sons, Joseph and Edward, and his daughter, Ursula,
charged with a payment to his son, Samuel, for land purchased
of him, to be paid for in convenient time. There was a discre-
tionary power to the wife to make use, by way of sale, of part
of the land, in case of urgent need.

There is no notice in the will of the sons Henry, Thomas, or
Jonathan, although they still resided at Braintree. They were,
doubtless, otherwise well provided for. The will discovers a
spirit of justice in the distribution, and of parental and conjugal
affection. The land purchased of Samuel to be paid for in
convenient time; the charge upon the children, to whom the
reversion of the land is given, to pay for it ; and, above all, the
discretionary and contingent power to the wife to sell, are inci-
dents truly affecting. :

At the decease of this first Henry, his son, Joseph, was but
twenty years of age. He lived nearly half a century after —
reared, as we have seen, a numerous family of sons and daugh-
ters, and at his decease left his estate to his sons, Joseph, John,!

! Of this son, John, mentioned in the will, who removed to Boston, Samuel
Adams, of the Revolution, was the grandson. So that Joseph Adams was the
common ancestor of Samuel and Jobn Adams, at three removes.
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and Peter, and to his daughters, Hannah Savil, Abigail Bass,
Bethiah Webb, Mary Bass, and Mehitable Adams. Tour of
the daughters were married before the testator’s death; Mehi-
table shortly afterwards, 21 July, 1697, married Thomas White.

The bulk of the estate, consisting of a malt-house and brewery
,with lands, malting tools and vessels, was given to Peter, the
youngest son, who was also made sole executor of the will.

Joseph Adams, senior, was, on the 10th of April, 1673, chosen
a selectman of the town of Braintree, together with Edmund
Quincy ; and, in 1692-93, the same Joseph Adams was chosen
surveyor of highways.

His son, Joseph Adams, junior, was born, as we have seen,
24 December, 1654. He died 12 February, 1737, at the age of
82. He had three wives.

First, Mary Chapin, 1682, by whom he had
Mary, born 6 February, 1683, married Ephraim Jones.

Abigail, born 17 February, 1684, married Seth Chapin.

She died 14 June, 1687.

His second wife was Hannah Bass, daughter of John and
Ruth Bass, a daughter of John Alden.

The issue of this marriage were

Joseph, born 4 January, 1689, who was minister at Newington,
New Hampshire. John, born 28 January, 1691, died 25 May,
1761. Samuel, born 28 January, 1693. Josiah, born 18 Feb-
ruary, 1696, died 20 January, 1722, Hannah, born 23 February,
1698, married Benjamin Owen, 4 February, 1725. Ruth, born
21 March, 1700, married Nathan Webb, 23 November, 1731.
Bethiah, born 13 June, 1702, married Ebenezer Hunt, 28 April,
1737. Ebenezer, born 30 December, 1704.

Hannah (Bass) Adams, died 24 October, 1705.

The third wife of Joseph Adams, junior, was Elizabeth A

They had one son, Caleb, born 26 May, 1710, who died the
4th of June following.

Elizabeth survived her husband, and died February, 1739.

Joseph Adams, junior, or the second, made his will on the
23d of July, 1731.2 .

I Left blank in the copy. The name has not been ascertained.

2 This is not quite accurate. A copy so dated exists, unsigned ; but a later
will, actually upon the record at the probate office, is dated 1 March, 1734.

Its provisions vary from those here described, but not sufficiently to be mate-
rial at this day.
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He had given his eldest son, Joseph, the third of the name, a
liberal education, that is to say, at Harvard College, where he
was graduated in 1710; and considering that as equivalent to
his portion of the paternal estate, he gave him, by will, only
five pounds to be paid in money by his executors within one
year after his decease. He distributed his estate between his
sons, John, Samuel, Josiah, and Ebenezer, leaving legacies to
his daughters.

Mary Jones, fifteen pounds. The three children of Abi-
gail Chapin, of Mendon, six pounds. Hannah Owen, fifteen
pounds. Ruth Adams, eighty pounds. Bethiah Adams, eighty
pounds.

On the 7th of March, 1699, this Joseph Adams was chosen
a selectman of Braintree, and on the 4th of March, 1700, a
constable. His eldest son, Joseph Adams, on the same year
that he was graduated, 1710, was chosen the schoolmaster.

The lives of the first and second Joseph Adams comprise a
period of one hundred and ten years, in which are included the
whole of the first century of the Massachusetts Colony, and
seven years of the second. The father and son had each
twelve children, of whom, besides those that died in infancy
or unmarried, the elder left three sons and five daughters
living at his decease; and the younger, five sons and four
daughters, besides three grandchildren, offspring of a daughter
who died before him. The daughters of the father and son
were all reputably married, and their descendants, by the names
of Savil, Bass, Webb, White, Chapin, Jones, Owen, Hunt,
and numberless others, are scattered throughout every part of
New England.

The inventory of the first Henry Adams displays no super-
fluity of wealth. He had, indeed, a house and land to bequeathe,
but the house consisted of a kitchen, a parlor, and one chamber.
Dr. Franklin has recorded, in the narrative of his life, the period
of his prosperity, when his wife decided that it was time for
him to indulge himself at his breakfast with a silver spoon;
and this is the identical and only article of luxury found in the
inventory of the first Henry Adams.

But he had raised a family of children, and had bred them to
useful vocations and to habits of industry and frugality. His
eldest son, Henry, was the first town-clerk, first of Braintree,
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and then of Medfield. His sons, Thomas and Samuel, were
among the first settlers of Chelmsford, and ! of Mendoa.

The brewery was probably commenced by the first Henry.
It was continued by his son, Joseph, and formed the business
of his life. At the age of twenty-four he married a wife of
sixteen, and at his decease, after a lapse of more than forty
years, left the malting establishment to his youngest son. His
other children, with the exception of his youngest daughter,
being all comfortably settled.

This daughter (Mehitable) was only twenty-one years of age
at the time of her father’s death, and by his will he provided
that she should, while she remained unmarried, live in the house
which he bequeathed to his son, Peter. About three years after
her father's death, she married Thomas White.

The estate left by the first Joseph Adams was much more
considerable than that which had been left by his father; but
was still very small? To his eldest son, Joseph, he bequeathed
only one acre of salt meadow. Joseph had already been many
years settled; had been twice married, and was father of four
children at the time of his father’s decease. In a country rate,
made by the selectmen of the town of Braintree, on the 12th
of May, 1690, Joseph Adams, senior, was assessed £1.19. 6,
and Joseph Adams, junior, £1. 4. The prosperity of the family
was still increasing. And it still continued, so that this second
Joseph was enabled to defray the expense of educating his
eldest son, of the same name, at college. The effect of this
college education, however, was to withdraw the third Joseph
from the town. He became a preacher of the gospel, and was
settled at Newington, in New Hampshire, for sixty-eight years,
and there died in the year 1783, at ninety-three years of age.

John Adams was the second son of the second Joseph. He
was born the 28th of January, 1691 ; so shortly before the death
of his grandfather, the first Joseph, that although he had, doubt-
less, in childhood seen him, he could certainly have retained no
remembrance of him. The lives of this John Adams and of his
son, who bore his name, comprise a period of no less than one

! This is left blank in the original. Mendon was incorporated in 1660. It is
not clear that any of the sons of the first Henry removed there, but some of
their children certainly did.

2 The inventory returns £349. 4. 0.
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hundred and thirty-six years, from 1691 to 1826, including forty
years of the first and within four years of the whole of the
second century of the Massachusetts colony. The two Josephs,
father and son, may thus be considered as representing the first
century of the Massachusetts Colony, and the two Johns, father
and son, of the second.

On the 31st of October, 1734, the first John Adams was
married to Susanna Boylston, daughter of Peter Boylston, of
Brookline. The issue of this marriage were

John Adams, born 19 October, 1735, Peter Boylston, born
16 October, 1738, Elihu, born 29 May, 1741.

John Adams, following the example of his father, gave his
eldest son the benefit of an education at Harvard College; for
which he was prepared, under the instruction, successively, of
Mr. Joseph Marsh, the minister of the first Congregational
parish of Braintree, and of Joseph Cleverly, who was some time
reader of the Episcopal Church at the same place.

The elder John Adams was many years Deacon of the first
church in Braintree, and several years a selectman of the town.!

1 He died on the 25th of May, 1760.

On the back of the office copy of his will is the following early memorandum,
in the handwriting of his son, the subject of this memoir,

“ This testator had a good education, though not at college, and was a very
capable and useful man. In his early life he was an officer of militia, after-
wards a deacon of the church, and a selectman of the town; almost all the busi-
ness of the town being managed by him in that department for twenty years
together; a man of strict piety, and great integrity; much esteemed and
beriove(-i, wherever he was known, which was not far, his sphere of life being not
extensive.”

The inventory of his estate returns £1330. 9. 8.

The narrative thus given in this preliminary chapter may stand for the his-
tory, not of one, but of most of the families spread over the territory of New
England during the colonial period, whose hard labor and persevering, but
unobtrusive virtues, made it what it is.



CHAPTER 1

EpucaTioN oF Mg. Apams — ScrHOOL AT WORCESTER — CHOICE OF A
PROFESSION.

In tracing the short and simple annals of the paternal ances-
tors of John Adams, from their establishment here with the
first settlers of the country, we have found them all in that
humble, but respectable condition of life, which is favorable to
the exercise of virtue, but in which they could attract little of
the attention of their contemporaries, and could leave no memo-
rial of their existence to posterity. Three long successive gen-
erations and more than a century of time passed away, during
which Gray’s Elegy in the country churchyard relates the
whole substance of their history. They led laborious, useful,
and honest lives ; never elevated above the necessity of support-
ing themselves by the sweat of their brow, never depressed to
a state of dependence or want. To that condition, John Adams
himself was born; and when the first of British lyric peets
wrote, —

" « Some village-Hampden, that, with dauntless breast,
The little tyrant of his fields withstood ;

Some mute inglorious Milton here may rest,
Some Cromwell guiltless of his country’s blood,”

he little imagined that there was then living, in a remote and
obscure appendage of the British dominions, a boy, at the
threshold of Harvard College, whose life was destined to prove
the prophetic inspiration of his verse.

It is in the order of the dispensations of Providence to adapt
the characters of men to the times in which they live. The
grandfather of John Adams had given to the eldest of his twelve
children a college education for his only inheritance. And a
precious inheritance it was; it made him for nearly seventy
years an instructor of religion and virtue. And such was the
anticipation and the design of the father of John Adams, who,

VOL. L 2
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not without some urgent advice and even solicitation, prevailed
upon his son to prepare himself for college. He was there dis-
tinguished as a scholar, in a class which, in proportion to its
numbers, contained as many men afterwards eminent in the
civil and ecclesiastical departments, as any class that ever was
graduated at that institution. Among them were William
Browne, subsequently Governor of the Island of Bermuda;
John Wentworth, Governor of New Hampshire, before the Rev-
olution, and afterwards Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia;
David Sewall, long known as Judge of the District Court of
the United States in Maine; Tristram Dalton, one of the first
Senators of the United States from Massachusetts; Samuel
Locke, some time President of the College; and Moses Hem-
menway, who attained distinction as a divine. Adams, Hem-
menway, and Locke had, even while undergraduates, the repu-
tation of being the first scholars in the class.

In the ordinary intercourse of society, as it existed at that
time in New England, the effect of a college education was to
introduce a youth of the condition of John Adams into a differ-
ent class of familiar acquaintance from that of his fathers. The
distinction of ranks was observed with such punctilious nicety,
that, in the arrangement of the members of every class, prece-
dence was assigned to every individual according to the dignity
of his birth, or to the rank of his parents. John Adams was
thus placed the fourteenth in a class of twenty-four, a station
forwhich he was probably indebted rather to the standing of
his maternal family than to that of his father. This custom
continued until the class which entered in 1769, and was gradu-
ated in 1773 ; and the substitution of the alphabetical order, in
the names and places of the members of each class, may be
considered as a pregnant indication ef the republican principles,
which were rising to an ascendency over those which had pre-
vailed during the colonial state of the country.

« Orders and degrees
Jar not with liberty, but well consist.”

So said the stern republican, John Milton, who, in all hig works,
displays a profound and anxious sense of the importance of
just subordination.

Another effect of a college education was to disqualify the
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receiver of it for those occupations and habits of life from
which his fathers had derived their support. The tillage of the
ground, and the labor of the hands in a mechanical frade, are
not only unsuited to the mind of a youth whose pubescent
years have been devoted to study, but the body becomes inca-
pacitated for the toil appropriate to them. The plough, the
spade, and the scythe are instruments too unwieldy for the
management of men whose days have been absorbed in the
study of languages, of metaphysics, and of rhetoric. The ex-
ercises of the mind and memory take place of those of the
hand, and the young man issued from the college to the world,
as a master of arts, finds himself destitute of all those which
are accomplished by the labor of the hands. His only resources
are the liberal professions — law, physic, or divinity, or that of
becoming himself an instructor of youth. But the professions
cannot be assumed immediately upon issuing from college.
They require years of further preparatory study, for qualification
to enter upon the discharge of their duties. The only employ-
ment, then, which furnishes the immediate means of subsistence
for a graduate of Harvard College, is that of keeping a school.
There is nothing which so clearly marks the distinguishing
character of the Puritan founders of New England as their insti-
tutions for the education of youth. It was in universities that
the Reformation took its rise. Wickliffe, John Huss, Jerome of
Prague, and Luther, all promulgated their doctrines first from
the bosom of universities. The question between the Church of
Rome and all the reformers, was essentially a question between
liberty and power; between submission to the dictates of other
men and the free exercise of individual faculties. Universities
were institutions of Christianity, the original idea of which may,
perhaps, have been adopted from the schools of the Grecian
sophists and philosophers, but which were essential improve-
ments upon them. The authority of the Church of Rome is
founded upon the abstract principle of power. The Reformation,
in all its modifications, was founded upon the principle of liberty.
Yet the Church of Rome, claiming for her children the implicit
submission of faith to the decrees of her councils, and some-
times to the Bishop of Rome, as the successor of Saint Peter,
is yet compelled to rest upon human reason for the foundation
of faith itself. And the Protestant churches, while vindicating
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the freedom of the human mind, and acknowledging the Serip-
tures alone as the rule of faith, still universally recur to human
authority for prescribing bounds to that freedom. It was in
universities only that this contentious question between liberty
and power could be debated and scrutinized in all its bearings
upon hurnan agency. It enters into the profoundest recesses of
metaphysical science; it mingles itself with the most important
principles of morals. Now'the morals and the metaphysics of
the universities were formed from the school of Aristotle, the
citizen of a Grecian republic, and, perhaps, the acutest intellect
that ever appeared in the form of man. In that school, it was
not difficult to find a syllogism competent to demolish all human
authority, usurping the power to prescribe articles of religious
faith, but not to erect a substitute for human authority in the
mind of every individual. The principal achievement of the
reformers, therefore, was to substitute one form of human
authority for another; and the followers of Luther, of Calvin,
of John Knox, and of Cranmer, while renouncing and denounc-
ing the supremacy of the Romish Church and the Pope, ter-
minated their labors in the establishment of other supremacies
in its stead.

Of all the Protestant reformers, the Church of England was
that which departed the least from the principles, and retained
the most of the practices, of the Church of Rome. The gov-
ernment of the State constantly usurped to itself all the powers
which it counld wrest from the successor of St. Peter. The King
was substituted for the Pope as head of the church, and the
Parliament undertook to perform the office of the ecclesiastical
councils, in regulating the faith of the people. Even to this
day the British Parliament pretend to the right, and exercise the
power, of prescribing to British subjects their religion; and,
however unreasonable it may be, it is impossible to discard all
human authority in the formation of religious belief. Faith
itself, as defined by St. Paul, is “ the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen.” But without an express
revelation from Heaven, the formation of this hope, and the
belief in the existence of this evidence, come not from the
internal operations of the mind, but by tradition from others,
by the authority of instruction. To deny, therefore, all human
authority, in matters of religion, is to assert an abstract prin-
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ciple to which human practice cannot conform. Equally im-
practicable is it to control, by authority, the exercise of the
faculties of the mind; and it is in universities, at the fountains
of human knowledge, that the freedom of the mind has the
most extensive range for operation. In England, the progress
of the Reformation was continually entangled, not only with the
affairs of the state, but with the passions and the caprices of
the sovereign. When Luther first planted the standard of
reformation at the University of Wittenberg, Henry the Eighth,
uniting in himself the character of a dogmatist and a tyrant,
published a book against him and his doctrines, from which he
and all his successors have derived, from the pious gratitude of
Leo the Tenth, the title of Defenders of the Faith; but when,
losing his affection for his wife, he became enamoured with one
of her maids of honor, he quickly learned from his angelic doctor,
Thomas Aquinas, that the infallibility of the Pope could not
legitimate his marriage with his brother’s widow. The plunder
of the monasteries furnished him with reasons equally conclusive
for turning heresy into law, and an obsequious Parliament and
Convocation were always at hand to give the sanction of the
law to the ever versatile tenets of the king. Sensuality and
rapacity were, therefore, the most effective reformers of the errors
of the Church of Rome in England. After his death, and that
of his short-lived son, Mary, the daughter of Catherine of Arra-
gon, restored the papal authority in all its despotism and all its
cruelty ; and Elizabeth, the daughter of Anne Boleyn, restored
again the Protestant supremacy upon the ruin of the triple
tiara. The history of the Reformation in England is, therefore,
the history of the lascivious and brutal passions of Henry the
Eighth ; of the cruel and unmerited sufferings of his wives, and
of the conflicting interests, bitter prejudiges, and violent tempers
of his two daughters. The principles of Elizabeth were not
less arbitrary than those of her father; and her successors of the
house of Stuart, James, and Charles the First, continued to coun-
tenance the Reformation just so far as its establishment contrib-
uted to the support and extension of their own temporal power;
and to resist, with the most inveterate and bigoted spirit of per-
secution, every step of further advancement to restore to its
pristine purity and simplicity the religion of the meek and lowly
Jesus.
2* B
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But even this half-way reformation, adulterated as it was by
its connection with the government of the state, and with the
passions of individuals, still leaned for its support from human
reason upon the learning and intellect of the schools. When
Henry the Eighth had exhausted all the resources of his tempo-
ral power, and of his personal influence, in the vain attempt to
prevail upon the Pope to dissolve his marriage with Catherine,
his last resort for authority to dissolve it was to the opinions of
the universities.

The universities, in so far as their decisions were invited,
were but too well versed in the ways of the world. To the eye
of reason, of justice, and of humanity, nothing could be more
unjustifiable than the dissolution of the marriage of Henry the
Eighth and of Catherine of Arragon. There was no consan-
guinity between them. They were, indeed, within the Levitical
degrees of prohibition; but this was a mere positive ordinance,
to which, in that same law, the case of Henry and of Catherine
formed an exception, under which their marriage was not only
not forbidden, but commanded. They had been married twenty
years; had several children, of whom Mary was living; and,
base and brutal as the conduct of Henry was, he bore ample
testimony, until and after her death, to the purity and tenderness
and conjugal fidelity of Catherine. They had been married by
a dispensation from the Pope, who often did, and has continued
until this day to grant, without question from Roman Catholics,
similar dispensations for marriages, even of persons in the blood
relation of uncle and niece. The dissolution of such a mar-
riage is, therefore, revolting to every honest and every generous
sentiment; yet almost all the universities decided that the mar-
riage was unlawful, and that the offspring of it was of spurious
birth. Impartial readers of history will look back to this pan-
derism of learning to the profligacy of Henry the Eighth, when
they pass judgment upon the Catholic bigotry of Mary, and upon
her bloody persecution of the Protestants when she came to the
throne. But the universities are not to be estimated altogether
by their decisions. These are warped by temporal interests
and sordid passions; but it is the studies to which they afford
access that constitute their glory. The authorities of the uni-
versity might be exercised and abused by the expulsion of Locke
or by the application of the scourge to the person of Milton, yet
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there it was that Milton and Locke drew the nutriment which
made them the pride and glory of their country.

The English universities were the cradles of the New Eng-
land colonies; and the Reformation was their nursing-mother.
For although the successive kings and queens of England, with
their sycophant Parliaments and Synods, could shape and mould
the reformation of the law, according to the standard of their
politics and their vices, they could not so control the march of
mind in the universities. From the moment when the spell of
human authority was broken, the right of private judgment
resumed its functions ; and when the student had been told that
the only standard of faith was in the Scriptures, to prescribe
creeds upon him under pains and penalties, however reasonable
it might appear at White Hall, in St. Stephen’s Chapel, or in
Leadenhall Street, was but inconsistency, absurdity, and tyranny
at Cambridge and even at Oxford.

The unavoidable consequence of the exercise of private judg-
ment is the diversity of faith. Human nature is so constituted,
that in every thing relating to religion, different minds reasoning
upon the same facts come to different conclusions. This diver-
sity furnishes to the-Church of Rome one of her most powerful
arguments for the necessity of a common standard, to which all
Christians may resort for the regulation of their faith; and the
variations of the Protestant churches were the theme upon
which the eloquent Bishop of Meaux expatiated with the
greatest effect in his controversial writings for the conversion of
heretics.

The investigating mind, however, cannot be arrested in its
career. Henry the Eighth, Edward the Sixth, Mary, Elizabeth,
and James could successively issue their edicts, commanding
their subjects alternately to believe or disbelieve this or that tenet
of the Romish Church, 1o invest the Pope with infallibility, or to
strip him of that attribute, and they could apply the secular arm
with equal efficacy to sustain truth or error. The right of pri-
vate judgment for the regulation of faith was still the corner-
stone of the Reformation, and however it might be suppressed
in the corrupted currents of the world, it was enjoyed and had
its full operation in the universities. Among the students, who
resorted to them in search of education and science, there were
numbers who gave the range of free inquiry to their minds, and
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who spurned the shackles of power. In the struggle between
the government to arrest the progress of the Reformation, and
individuals whose spirit could not be subdued, the fary of relig-
ious persecution could be satiated with nothing less than death
as the punishment of non-conformity. Banishment, in other
ages and for other crimes, considered as one of the severest of
penalties, was an indulgence denied to the Puritans, and the
first of the New England colonies was settled by fugitives from
their country, who, at the peril of their lives, had escaped from
the unrelenting tyranny of their native land.

The seminal principle of the New England colonies, there-
fore, was religious controversy; and, from this element of their
constitution, different from the principle of all preceding colonies,
ancient or modern, consequences followed such as the world had
never before witnessed.

One of these consequences was that the founders of these
colonies were men of finished education and profound learning.
It was at the universities, and in the pursuit of learning, that
they had imbibed the principles which they believed, by which
they acted, and for which they suffered. Another consequence
was, that the same founders of those colonies were men at once
deeply conscientious and inflexibly firm. It was impossible
that they should have adopted their principles without previous
investigation, anxious and profound. The conclusions to which
they came were sincere, and they believed them important
beyond any thing that this world could give or take away.
Every motive that could operate upon selfish passions or worldly
interests pointed them to the opposite doctrines. The spirit of
martyrdom alone dictated to them those which they espoused.
The name of Puritans, given them by their oppressors in derision,
was characteristic of their purposes and of their conduct. It
was the object of their labors and of their aspirations to restore
to its simplicity and. purity the religion of Jesus; and they
alone, of all the sectarian reformers, adapted their system of
discipline and of church government to their professions. They
were even in that age, and before their emigration, denominated
Independents. Their form of church government was demo-
cratical. Any number of individuals residing in a neighborhood
of each other, competent to meet together in social worship
under the same roof, associated themselves by a mutual cove-
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nant, and formed a church. They elected, by a majority of
votes, their pastors, teachers, ruling elders, and deacons. Each
church was independent of all others; and they ordained their
ministers by imposition of hands of the brethren themselves.
They abolished all superstitious observances, all unscriptural
fasts and festivals, all symbolical idolatries; but, with a solemn
and rigorous devotion of the first day of the week to the wor-
ship of God, they appropriated a small part of one weekly day
to a lecture preparatory for the Sabbath, one annual day, at
the approach of spring, to humiliation before their Maker, and
to prayer for his blessing upon the labors of the husbandman;
and one day, towards the close of the year, in grateful thanks-
giving to Heaven for the blessing of the harvest and the abun-
dance of the fields.

Among the first fruits of this love and veneration for learning
was the institution of Harvard College, within the first ten years
after the arrival of Governor Winthrop. And with this was
soon afterwards connected another institution, not less remark-
able nor less operative upon the subsequent history and charac-
ter of New England. In the year 1647, an ordinance of the
General Court provided as follows: “ To the end that learning
may not be buried in the graves of our forefathers, in church
and commonwealth, the Lord assisting our endeavors: If is
therefore ordered by this court, and authority thereof, that every
township within this jurisdiction, after the Lord hath increased
them to the number of fifty householders, shall then forthwith
appoint one within their towns to teach all such children as shall
resort to him, to write and read, whose wages shall be paid,
either by the parents or masters of such children or by the inhab-
itants in general, by way of supply, as the major part of those
that order the prudentials of the town shall appoint; provided
that those who send their children be not oppressed by paying
much more than they can have them taught for in other towns.”

“And it is further ordered that where any town shall increase
to the number of one hundred families or householders, they
shall set up a grammar-school, the master thereof being able to
instruct youth so far as they may be fitted for the university;
and if any town neglect the performance hereof above one year,
then every such town shall pay five pounds per annum to the
next such school till they shall perform this order.”
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This institution, requiring every town consisting of one hun-
dred families or more, to maintain a grammar-school at which
youths might be fitted for the university, was not only a direct
provision for the instruction, but indirectly furnished a fund for
the support of young men in penurious circumstances, imme-
diately after having completed their collegiate career, and who
became the teachers of these schools.

And thus it was that John Adams, shortly after receiving his
degree of Bachelor of Arts at Harvard College, in the summer
of 1755, became the teacher of the grammar-school in the town
of Worcester.

He had not then completed the twentieth year of his age.
Until then his paternal mansion, the house of a laboring farmer
in a village of New England, and the walls of Harvard College,
had formed the boundaries of his intercourse with the world.
He was now introduced upon a more extensive, though still a
very contracted theatre. A school of children is an epitome
of the affairs and of many of the passions which agitate the
bosoms of men. His situation brought him acquainted with
the principal inhabitants of the place, nor could the peculiar
qualities of his mind remain long altogether unnoticed among
the individuals and families with whom he associated.

His condition, as the teacher of a school, was not and could
not be a permanent establishment. Its emoluments gave but a
bare and scanty subsistence. The engagement was but for a
year. The compensation little above that of a common day-
laborer. It was an expedient adopted merely to furnish a
temporary supply to the most urgent wants of nature, to be
purchased by the devotion of time, which would have otherwise
been occupied in becoming qualified for the exercise of an active
profession. To his active, vigorous, and inquisitive mind this
situation was extremely irksome. But instead of suppressing,
it did but stimulate its native energies. It is no slight indica-
tion of the extraordinary powers of his mind, that several ori-
ginal letters, written at that period of his life to his youthful
acquaintance and friends, and of which he retained no copies,
were preserved by the persons to whom they were written,
transmitted as literary curiosities to their posterity, and, after
the lapse of more than half a century, were restored to him, or
appeared to his surprise in the public journals.
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Of these letters, one of the earliest in date was addressed to
his friend and kinsman, Nathan Webb, written on the 12th of
October, 1755, while he was yet under twenty. Fifty-two years
afterwards it was returned to him by the son of Mr. Webb, long
after the decease of his father, and was then first published in
the Boston Monthly Anthology. The following is an exact
copy of the original letter yet extant.

‘Worcester, 12 October, 1755.

All that part of creation which lies within our observation, is
liable to change. Even mighty states and kingdoms are not
exempted.

If we look into history, we shall find some nations rising
from contemptible beginnings, and spreading their influence till
the whole globe is subjected to their sway. When they have
reached the summit of grandeur, some minute and unsuspected
cause commonly effects their ruin, and the empire of the world
is transferred to some other place. Immortal Rome was at first
but an insignificant village, inhabited only by a few abandoned
ruffians; but by degrees it rose to a stupendous height, and
excelled, in arts and arms, all the nations that preceded it. But
the demolition of Carthage, (what one should think would have
established it in supreme dominion,) by removing all danger,
suffered it to sink into a debauchery, and made it at length an
easy prey to barbarians.

England, immediately upon this, began to increase (the par-
ticular and minute causes of which I am not historian enough
to trace) in power and magnificence, and is now the greatest
nation upon the globe. Soon after the Reformation, a few
people came over into this new world for conscience sake. Per-
haps this apparently trivial incident may transfer the great seat )
of empire into’ America. It looks likely to me: for if we can
remove the turbulent Gallicks,/our people, according to the
exactest computations, will in" another century become more
numerous than England itself. Should this be the case, since
we have, I may say, all the naval stores of the nation in our
hands, it will be easy to obtain the mastery of the seas; and
then the united force of all Europe will not be able to subdue
us. The only way to keep us from setting up for ourselves is
to disunite us. Divide et impera. Keep us in distinct colonies,



24 LIFE OF JOHN ADAMS.

and then, some great men in each colony desiring the monarchy
of the whole, they will destroy each others’ influence and keep
the country in equilibrio.

Be not surprised that I am turned politician. This whole
town is immersed in politics. The interests of nations, and all
the dira of war, make the subject of every conversation. I sit
and hear, and after having been led through a maze of sage
observations, I sometimes retire, and by laying things together,
form some reflections pleasing to myself. The produce of one
of these reveries you have read above. Different employments
and different objects may have drawn your thoughts other
ways. 1 shall think myself happy, if in your turn you com-
municate your lucubrations to me.

I'wrote you sometime since, and have waited with impatience
for an answer, but have been disappointed.

I hope that the lady at Barnstable has not made you forget
your friend. Friendship, I take it, is one of the distinguishing
glories of man; and the creature that is insensible of its charms,
though he may wear the shape of man, is unworthy of the
character. In this, perhaps, we bear a nearer resemblance to
unembodied intelligences than in any thing else. From this
I expect to receive the chief happiness of my future life; and
am sorry that fortune has thrown me at such a distance from
those of my friends who have the highest place in my affections.
But thus it is, and I must submit. But I hope ere long to
return, and live in that familiarity that has from earliest infaney
subsisted between yourself and affectionate friend,

JoaN Apawms.

It is not surprising that this letter should have been preserved.
Perhaps there never was written a letter more characteristic of
the head and heart of its writer. Had the political part of it
been written by the minister of state of a European monarchy,
at the close of a long life spent in the government of nations,
it would have been pronounced worthy of the united penetra-
tion and experience of a Burleigh, a Sully, or an Oxenstiern.
Had the ministers who guided the destinies of Great Britain,
had Chatham himself, been gifted with the intuitive foresight
of distant futurity, which marks the composition of this letter,
Chatham would have foreseen that his conquest of Canada in
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the fields of Geermany was, after all, but a shallow policy, and
that divided colonies and the turbulent Gallicks were the only
effectual guardians of the British empire in America.

It was the letter of an original meditative mind; a mind as
yet aided only by the acquisitions then attainable at Harvard
College, but formed, by nature, for statesmanship of the highest
order. And the letter describes, with the utmost simplicity, the
process of operation in the mind which had thus turned politi-
cian. 'The whole town was immersed in politics. It was in
October of the year 1755, that year “never to be forgotten in
America,”! the year memorable by the cruel expulsion of the
neutral French from Nova Scotia, by Braddock’s defeat, and
by the abortive expedition under Sir William Johnson against
Crown Point. For the prosecution of the war, then just com-
menced between France and Britain, and of which the dominion
of the North American continent was to be the prize, the Gen-
eral Court of Massachusetts Bay, but a short month before this
letter was written, had held an unprecedented extraordinary ses-
sion, convened by the lieutenant-governor of the province; and,
sitting every day, including the Sabbath, from the 5th to the 9th
of September, had made provision for raising within the prov-
ince an additional force of two thousand men. Such was the
zeal of the inhabitants for the annihilation of the French power
in America! The interests of nations and the dira of war
made the subject of every conversation. The ken of the strip-
ling schoolmaster reached far beyond the visible horizon of that
day. He listened in silence to the sage observations through
which he was led by the common talk of the day, and then, in
his solitary reflections, looked for the revelation of the future to
the history of the past; and in one bold outline exhibited by
anticipation a long succession of prophetic history, the fulfilment
of which is barely yet in progress, responding exactly hitherto
to his foresight, but the full accomplishment of which is reserved
for the development of after ages. The extinction of the
power of France in America, the union of the British North
American colonies, the achievement of their independence, and
the establishment of their ascendency in the community of
civilized nations by the means of their naval power, are all

1 Minot’s History of Massachusetts, vol. i. p. 259.
VOL. L. 3
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foreshadowed in this letter, with a clearness of perception, and
a distinctness of delineation, which time has hitherto done little
* more than to convert into historical fact; and the American
patriot can scarcely implore from the bounty of providence
for his country a brighter destiny than a realization of the
remainder of this prediction, as exact as that upon which time
has already set his seal.

But it is not in the light only of a profound speculative politi-
cian that this letter exhibits its youthful writer. It lays open a
bosom glowing with the purest and most fervid affections of
friendship. A true estimate of the enjoyments of friendship is
an unerring index to a feeling heart; an accurate discernment
of its duties is a certain test of an enlightened mind. In the
last days of his eventful life, the greatest orator, statesman, and
philosopher of Rome selected this as the theme of one of those
admirable philosophical dissertations, by the composition of
which he solaced his sorrows for the prostration of his coun-
try’s freedom, and taught to after ages lessons of virtue and
happiness, which tyranny itself has never been able to extin-
guish. Yet that dissertation, sparkling as it is with all the
brilliancy of the genius of Cicero, contains not an idea of the
charms of friendship more affecting or sublime than the senti-
ment expressed in this letter, that friendship is that in which
our nature approaches the nearest to that of the angels. Nor
was this, in the heart of the writer, a barren or unfruitful plant.
He was, throughout life, a disinterested, an affectionate, a faith-
ful friend. Of this, the following narrative will exhibit more
than one decisive proof.

It was his good fortune, even at that early period of life, to
meet with more than one friend, of mind congenial with his
own. Among them was Charles Cushing, who had been his
classmate at Harvard, and Richard Cranch, a native of Kings-
bridge in England, a man whose circumstances in life had
made him the artificer of his own understanding as well as
of his fortunes. Ten years older than John Adams, an adven-
turous spirit and the love of independence had brought him at
the very threshold of life to the American shores, a friendless
wanderer from his native land. Here, by the exercise of irre-
proachable industry, and by the ingenuity of a self-taught skill
in mechanics, he had made for himself a useful and profitable
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profession. Even before the close of his career at college, John
Adams had formed the acquaintance of this excellent man;
and, notwithstanding the disparity of their age, they were no
sooner known to each other than they were knit together in the
bands of friendship, which were severed only by death.

Immediately after he had taken his bachelor’s degree, upon
his contracting the engagement to keep the school at ‘Worcester,
he had promised his friend, Cranch, to write him an account of
the situation of his mind. The following letter, preceding by
about six weeks that to Mr. Webb, already given, and remark-
able as the earliest production of his pen known to be extant,’
is the performance of that promise.

‘Worcester, 2 September, 1755.

Dear Sir,— I promised to write you an account of the situa-
tion of my mind. The natural strength of my faculties is quite
insufficient for the task. Attend, therefore, to the invocation.
O thou goddess, muse, or whatever is thy name, who inspired
immortal Milton’s pen with a confusion ten thousand times
confounded, when describing Satan’s voyage through chaos, help
me, in the same cragged strains, to sing things unattempted yet
in prose or rhyme. When the nimble hours have tackled
Apollo’s coursers, and the gay deity mounts the eastern sky,
the gloomy pedagogue arises, frowning and lowering like a
black cloud begrimed with uncommon wrath, to blast a devoted
land. 'When the destined time arrives, he enters upon action,
and, as a haughty monarch ascends his throne, the pedagogue
mounts his awful great chair, and dispenses right and justice
through his whole empire. His obsequious subjects execute
the imperial mandates with cheerfulness, and think it their high
happiness to be employed in the service of the emperor. Some-
times paper, sometimes his penknife, now birch, now arithmetic,
now a ferule, then A B C, then scolding, then flattering, then
thwacking, calls for the pedagogue’s attention. At length, his
spirits all exhausted, down comes pedagogue from his throne,
and walks out in awful solemnity, through a cringing multi-

1 This is a mistake ; for a letter to Nathan Webb, written the day before, bas
been found among the papers. It is remarkable only as showing the first traces
of the ob_)ectxons to ¢ the frigid John Calvin,” which deterred Mr. Adams from
embracing the clerical professnon and thus decided his whole career.
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tude. In the afternoon, he passes through the same dreadful
scenes, smokes his pipe, and goes to bed. Exit muse.

The situation of the town is quite pleasant, and the inhab-
itants, as far as I have had opportunity to know their character,
are a sociable, generous, and hospitable people; but the school
is indeed a school of affliction. A large number of little runt-
lings, just capable of lisping A B C, and troubling the master.
But Dr. Savil tells me, for my comfort, “by cultivating and
pruning these tender plants in the garden of Worcester, I shall
make some of them plants of renown and cedars of Lebanon.”
However this be, I am certain that keeping this school any
length of time, would make a base weed and ignoble shrub
of me.

Pray write me the first time you are at leisure. A letter from
you, Sir, would balance the inquietude of school-keeping. Dr.
Savil’will packet it with his, and convey it to me.

When you see friend Quincy, conjure him, by all the muses,
to write me a letter. Tell him that all the conversation I have
had since I left Braintree, is dry disputes upon politics, and
rural obscene wit. That, therefore, a letter written with that
elegance of style and delicacy of humor which characterize all
his performances, would come recommended with the addi-
tional charm of rarity, and contribute more than any thing
(except one from you) towards making a happy being of me
once more. To tell you a secret, I don’t know how to conclude
neatly without invoking assistance; but as truth has a higher
place in your esteem than any ingenious conceit, I shall please
you, as well as myself most, by subscribing myself your affec-
tionate friend, JOHN Apawms.

The letter is a picture of the situation of the writer’s mind.
And the first thing that occurs in it to observation, is the
uneasiness of that situation. It is easy to perceive in it the
fire of ambition, which had been kindled at the torch of science.
The occupation of a schoolmaster could not satisfy his aspira-
tions. Its authority excited in him sentiments, which could be
described only in the strains of the mock heroic. His friend,
Dr. Savil, for his encouragement, had held up to him the pos-
sible chances of future eminence which some of his pupils might
obtain from his teaching; but the prospect was too contingent
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and too remote. The school was a school of affliction, and he
dreaded the probable effect of a long continuance in it upon
himself. To the situation of the town, and to the character and
deportment of the inhabitants, he does ample justice ; but neither
the employment in which he was engaged nor the conversation
of those with whom he associated could fill the capacities of his
soul. To the ardent and meditative mind of a youth fresh
from the college, there was doubtless something undefined to
itself in the compass of its desires; but politics and obscenity,
the ordinary range of conversation for vulgar minds, even in the
highest condition of life,! had no attractions for him. From the
void left aching at the heart, after such social intercourse, he
reverted to the charm of correspondence with friends like Cranch
and Quincy —to elegance of style and delicacy of humor, for
the restoration of his happiness.

At this time, however, he had not begun to deliberate upon
the choice of a profession. The letter to Nathan Webb, so
soon afterwards written, does, indeed, sufficiently foreshow that
the cure of souls in a parish church was as little adapted to the
faculties and propensities of the writer as the keeping of the
town school at Worcester; but several months more passed
away before he began to deliberate with himself upon his essen-
tial qualifications for the pastoral office.

On the 1st of April, 1756, in answer to a letter from his
friend and classmate, Charles Cushing, who had advised him to
pursue the clerical profession, he writes thus.

« My Frienp,— I had the pleasure, a few days since, of
receiving your favor of February 4th. I am obliged to you for
your advice, and for the manly and rational reflections with
which you enforced it. I think I have deliberately weighed the
subject, and had almost determined as you advise. Upon the
stage of life, we have each of us a part, a laborious and difficult
part to act; but we are all capable of acting our parts, how-
ever difficult, to the best advantage. Upon common theatres,
indeed, the applause of the audience is of more importance to
the actors than their own approbation. But upon the stage of

1 See Johnson’s Life of Savage, and the remark of this eccentric genius, upon
Sir Robert Walpole. o Sasage, genius, upo

3+
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life, while conscience claps, let the world hiss, On the con-
trary, if conscience disapproves, the loudest applauses of the
world are of little value. 'While our own minds commend, we
may calmly despise all the frowns, all censure, all the malignity
of man.
¢ Should the whole frame of nature round us break,
In ruin and confusion hurled;

We, unconcerned, might hear the mighty crack,
And stand unhurt amidst a falling world.”

‘We have, indeed, the liberty of choosing what character we
shall sustain in this great and important drama. But to choose
rightly, we should consider in what character we can do the
most service to our fellow-men as well as to ourselves. The
man who lives wholly to himself is of less worth than the cattle
in his barn.”

The letter then proceeds to present a parallel between the
three learned professions, as objects of selection for a young
man at his entrance upon active life, and with reference to
the principles thus laid down, that is, to the means afforded
respectively by them, for support, independence, and for useful-
ness to others. From this survey of the professions, he draws
the following somewhat dubious conclusion.

“ Upon the whole, I think the divine (if he reveres his own
understanding more than the decrees of councils or the senti-
ments of fathers; if he resolutely discharges the duties of his
station according to the dictates of his mind; if he spends his
time in the improvement of his head in knowledge and his
heart in virtue, instead of sauntering about the streets;) will
be able to do more good to his fellow-men, and make better
provision for his own future happiness in this profession than in
another. However, I am as yet very contented in the place of
a schoolmaster. I shall not, therefore, very suddenly become a
preacher.”

This conclusion shows that the state of his mind was yet
unsettled upon the question then so deeply interesting to him.
The parallel between the comparative eligibility of the profes-
sions was very imperfect. It wanted the basis of experience
for facts upon which reason and judgment could operate. But
the same question occurs from year to year to a multitude of
youths issuing from the colleges of the country. 'The three
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professions may justly be considered as all equally necessary to
the comfort and welfare of society. They are all equally
honorable; nor can the palm of usefulness justly be awarded
to either of them in preference to the other. All afford ample
fields for the exercise of every talent and of every virtue that
exalts or adorns the human character. To the ambition of
taking part in public affairs, the law is the profession which
affords the greatest facilities. But for the acquisition of emi-
nence in it, the talent of extemporaneous public speaking is
indispensable, and that talent is of rare endowment. It requires
a conformation of physical organs and of intellectual powers of
peculiar character, the foundation of which is the gift of nature,
and without which the profoundest intellect and the most inven-
tive imagination are alike unfitted for the conflicts of the bar,
or of deliberative assemblies. In the choice of a profession,
therefore, the youth advancing upon the threshold of life, while
keeping his eye steadily fixed upon the fundamental principle
laid down in this letter, and considering in what character he
can do the most service to his fellow-men as well as to him-
self, should undergo a rigorous process of self-examination;
should learn to estimate his own powers, and determine how
far they will bear him out in the indulgence of his own ineclina-
tions.

For the profession of the law, John Adams had been pre-
eminently gifted with the endowments of nature; a sound,
constitution of body, a clear and sonorous voice, a quick con-
ception, a discriminating judgment, and a ready elocution. His
natural temper was-as quick as his conception. His confidence
in his own judgment, founded on the consciousness of his
powers, gave it a cast of stubbornness and inflexibility, perhaps
necessary for the successful exercise of the duties of a lawyer,
nor sometimes less necessary, though requiring more frequently
the countercheck of self-control, in the halls of legislation and
- at the courts of kings. A deeply conscientious moral sense,
combining with an open disposition, averse to all disguise or
concealment, and with that quickness of temper, produced in
after life an occasional irritability which he was not always able
to suppress. A more imperturbable equanimity might have
been better adapted to the controversies of his subsequent polit-
ical life, to the cool and crafty profligacy of simulated friends
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and insidious rivals. But even the vehemence of virtuous
indignation is sometimes useful in establishing the character
and reputation of a young man rising to eminence at the
bar without adventitious aid, and upon the solitary energy of
his own faculties.

At the close of the above letter to Charles Cushing, there was
the following short, but significant postscript: —

« P, S. There is a story about town that I am an Arminian.”

These few words afford the key to that change in his predi-
lections and prospects which shortly afterwards brought him to
the final determination of intrusting his future fortunes to the
profession of the law. From the 18th of November, 1755, he
had kept an occasional diary; in which, under the date of
Sunday, the 22d of August, 1756, is the following entry.

“ Yesterday I completed a contract with Mr. Putnam to study
law under his inspection for two years. I ought to begin with
a resolution to oblige and please him and his lady in a par-
ticular manner. I ought to endeavor to oblige and please every-
_body, but them in particular. Necessity drove me to this deter-
mination, but my inclination, I think, was to preach. However,
that would not do. But I set out with firm resolutions, I think,
never to commit any meanness or injustice in the practice of-
law. The study and practice of law, I am sure, does not dis-
solve the obligations of morality or of religion. And although

Jthe reason of my quitting divinity was my opinion concerning
some disputed points, I hope I shall not give reason of offence
to any in that profession by imprudent warmth.” 1

In letters to his friends, Cranch and Charles Cushing, of 29th
August and of 18th and 19th October, 1756, he speaks more
explicitly. To the first, within a week after having completed
his contract with Mr. Putnam, he writes : —

My Frienp,—1I am set down with a design of writing to
you. But the narrow sphere 1 move in, and the lonely, unso-
ciable life I lead, can furnish a letter with little more than eom-
plaints of my hard fortune. I am condemned to keep school
two years longer. 'This I sometimes consider as a very grievous
calamity, and almost sink under the weight of woe. But shall

1 Vol. ii. p. 30.
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I dare to complain and to murmur against Providence for this
little punishment, when my very existence, all the pleasure I
enjoy now, and all the advantages I have of preparing for here-
after, are expressions of benevolence that I never did and never
could deserve? Shall I censure the conduct of that Being who
has poured around me a great profusion of those good things
that I really want, because He has*kept from me other things
that might be improper and fatal to me if T had them? That
Being has furnished my body with several senses, and the world
around it with objects suitable to gratify them. He has made
me an erect figure, and has placed in the most advantageous
part of my body the sense of sight. And He has hung up in
the heavens over my head, and spread out in the fields of nature
around me, those glorious shows and appearances with which
my eyes and my imagination are extremely delighfed. I am
pleased with the beautiful appearance of the flower, and still
more pleased with the prospect of forests and of meadows, of
verdant fields and mountains covered with flocks; but I am
thrown into a kind of transport when I behold the amazing
concave of heaven, sprinkled and glittering with stars. That
Being has bestowed upon some of the vegetable species a fra-
grance that can almost as agreeably entertain our sense of smell.
He has so, wonderfully constituted the air we live in, that, by
giving it a particular kind of vibration, it produces in us as
intense sensations of pleasure as the organs of our bodies can
bear, in all the varieties of harmony and concord. But all the
provision that He has made for the gratification of my senses,
though very engaging instances of kindness, are much inferior
to the provision for the gratification of my nobler powers of
intelligence and reason. He has given me reason, to find out
the truth and the real design of my existence here, and has
made all endeavors to promote that design agreeable to my
mind, and attended with a conscious pleasure and complacency.
On the contrary, He has made a different course of life, a course
of impiety and injustice, of malevolence and intemperance,
appear shocking and deformed to my first reflection. He has
made my mind capable of receiving an infinite variety of ideas,
from those numerous material objects with which we are en-
vironed; and of retaining, compounding, and arranging the

vigorous impressions which we receive from these into all the
c
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varieties of picture and of figure. By inquiring into the situa-
tion, produce, manufactures, &c., of our own, and by travelling
into or reading about other countries, I can gain distinct ideas
of almost every thing upon this earth at present; and by looking
into history, I can settle in my mind a clear and a comprehensive
view of the earth at its creation, of its various changes and
revolutions, of its progressive improvement, sudden depopula-
tion by a deluge, and its gradual repeopling; of the growth of
several kingdoms and empires, of their wealth and commerce,
their wars and politics; of the characters of their principal
leading men; of their grandeur and power; their virtues and
vices; of their insensible decays at first, and of their swift
destruction at last. In fine, we can attend the earth from its
nativity, through all the various turns of fortune; through all
its successive changes; through all the events that happen on
its surface, and all the successive generations of mankind, to the
final conflagration, when the whole earth, with its appendages,
shall be consumed by the furious element of fire. And after
our minds are furnished with this ample store of ideas, far from
feeling burdened or overloaded, our thoughts are more free and
active and clear than before, and we are capable of spreading
our acquaintance with things much further. Far from being
satiated with knowledge, our curiosity is only improved and
increased ; our thoughts rove beyond the visible diurnal sphere,
range through the immeasurable regions of the universe, and
lose themselves among a labyrinth of worlds. And not con-
tented with knowing what is, they run forward into futurity, and
search for new employment there. There they can never stop.
The wide, the boundless prospect lies before them! Here alone
they find objects adequate to their desires. Shall I now pre-
sume to complain of my hard fate, when such ample provision
has been made to gratify all my senses, and all the faculties of
my soul? God forbid. I am happy, and I will remain so,
while health is indulged to me, in spite of all the other adverse
circumstances that fortune can place me in.

I expect to be joked upon, for writing in this serious manner,
when it shall be known what a resolution I have lately taken,
I have engaged with Mr. Putnam to study law with him two
years, and to keep the school at the same time. It will be hard
work ; but the more difficult and dangerous the enterprise, a’
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brighter crown of laurel is bestowed on the conqueror. How-
ever, I am not without apprehensions concerning the success of
this resolution, but I am under much fewer apprehensions than
I was when I thought of preaching. The frightful engines of
ecclesiastical councils, of diabolical malice and Calvinistical
good-nature never failed to terrify me exceedingly whenever I
thought of preaching. But the point is now determined, and I
shall have liberty to think for myself without molesting others
or being molested myself. Write to me the first good oppor-
tunity, and tell me freely whether you approve my conduct.
Please to present my tenderest regards to our two friends at
Boston, and suffer me to subscribe myself your sincere friend,
JorN Apawms.

Some of the thoughts in the first part of this letter had,
apparently, been suggested by the papers of Addison in the
“ Spectator” upon the pleasures of the imagination. The
additions discover a mind grasping at universal knowledge,
and considering the pursuit of science as constituting the ele-
ments of human happiness. These letters are given entire; for
although no copy of them was retained by their writer, yet
nothing written by him in after life bears more strongly the
impress of his intellectual powers, and none set forth with
equal clearness the principles to which he adhered to his last
hour. He will hereafter be seen in the characters of a lawyer,
patriot, statesman, founder of a mighty empire, upon the great
and dazzling theatre of human affairs. In these letters, and in
the journals of that period in which they were written, we
behold him, a solitary youth, struggling with the “res angusta
domi,” against which it has, in all ages, proved so difficult to
emerge; his means of present subsistence depending solely
upon his acquisitions at college and upon his temporary con-
tract for keeping school; his prospects of futurity, dark and
uncertain ; his choice of a profession different from that which
his father had intended, and fromd that to which he had been
led by his own inclinations and by the advice of his friends.

This profession, besides, then labored under the disadvantage
of inveterate prejudices operating against it in the minds of
the people of his native country. Among the original settlers
of New England there were no lawyers. There could, indeed,
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be no field for the exercise of that profession at the first settle-
ment of the colonies. The general court itself was the highest
court of judicature in the colony, for which reason no practising
lawyer was permitted to hold a seat in it.! Under the charter
of William and Mary, the judicial was first separated from
the legislative power, and a superior court of judicature was
established in 1692, from whose decisions in all cases exceeding
three hundred pounds sterling there was an appeal to the king in
council. Under this system, it was not possible that the practice
of the bar should either form or lead to great eminence. Hutch-
inson says he does not recollect that the town of Boston ever
chose a lawyer to represent it under the second charter, until
the year 1738, when Mr. John Read was chosen, but was left
out the next year; and in 1758 and ’59 Mr. Benjamin Pratt
was member for the town. From that time, he observes, that
lawyers had taken the lead in all the colonies, as well as after-
wards in the continental congress.

The controversies which terminated in the war and revolution
of independence were all upon points of law. Of such con-
troversies lawyers must necessarily be the principal champions;
but at the time when John Adams resolved to assume the pro-
fession of the law, no such questions existed; and the spirit of
prophecy itself could scarcely have foreseen them. A general
impression that the law afforded a wider range for the egercise
of the faculties of which he could not be unconseious, than the
ministry, and still more, a dread and horror of Calvinistical per-
secution, finally fixed his determination.

But in taking a step of so much importance and hazard, he
was extremely anxious to obtain the approbation of his friends.
On the 19th of October, 1756, he wrote thus to Charles Cushing.

Worcester, 19 October, 1756.
My Frieno,—1I look upon myself obliged to give you the
reasons that induced me to resolve upon the study and profes-
sion of the law, because you ‘were so kind as to advise me to a
different profession. When yours came to hand, I had thoughts
of preaching, but the longer I lived and the more experience I
bad of that order of men, and of the real design of that insti-

1 Hutchinson’s History, vol. iii. p. 104.
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tution, the more objections I found in my own mind to that
course of life. I have the pleasure to be acquainted with a
young gentleman of a fine genius, cultivated with indefatigable
study, of a generous and noble disposition, and of the strictest
virtue; a gentleman who deserves the countenance of the
greatest men, and the charge of the best parish in the province.
But with all these accomplishments, he is despised by some,
ridiculed by others, and detested by more, only because he is
suspected of Arminianism, And I have the pain to know more
than one, who has a sleepy, stupid soul, who has spent more of
his waking hours in darning his stockings, smoking his pipe,
or playing with his fingers, than in reading, conversation, or
reflection, cried up as promising young men, pious and orthodox
youths, and admirable preachers. As far as I can observe,
people are not disposed to inquire for piety, integrity, good
sense, or learning, in a young preacher, but for stupidity (for so
I must call the pretended sanctity of some absolute dunces),
irresistible grace, and original sin. Ihave not, in one expression,
exceeded the limits of truth, though you think I am warm.
Could you advise me, then, who you know have not the highest
opinion of what is called orthodoxy, to engage in a profession
like this?

But I have other reasons too numerous to explain fully. This
you will think is enough. ...

The students in the law are very numerous, and some of
them youths of which no country, no age, would need to be
ashamed. And if I can gain the honor of treading in the rear,
and silently admiring the noble air and gallant achievements of
the foremost rank, I shall think myself worthy of a louder
triumph than if I had headed the whole army of orthodox
preachers.

The difficulties and discouragements I am under are a full
match for all the resolution I am master of. But I comfort
myself with this consideration —the more danger the greater
glory. The general, who at the head of a small army encoun-
ters a more numerous and formidable enemy, is applauded, if
he strove for the victory and made a skilful retreat, although his
army is routed and a considerable extent of territory lost. But
if he gains a small advantage over the enemy, he saves the
interest of his country, and returns amidst the acclamations of

VOL. I 4



38 LIFE OF JOHN ADAMS.

the people, bearing the triumphal laurel to the capitol. (1 am
in a very bellicose temper of mind to-night; all my figures are
taken from war.)

I have cast myself wholly upon fortune, 'What her ladyship
will be pleased to do with me, I can’t say. But wherever she
shall lead me, or whatever she shall do with me, she cannot
abate the sincerity with which I trust I shall always be your
friend, Joun Apawms.l

The day before the date of this letter, he had written to Mr.
Cranch one of similar import, repeating the request for his
opinion upon the determination he had taken. It is remarkable
that his purpose was not approved by either of the friends
whom he consulted. They thought his undertaking incon-
siderate and rash; and Mr. Cranch, in a subsequent answer to
his inquiries, advised him to reconsider his resolution, and
devote his life to the profession of a divine.

But his lot was cast, and he persevered. For the two suc-
ceeding years, six hours of every day were absorbed in his
laborious occupation of a schoolmaster, while the leisure left
him in the remnants of his time was employed in the study of
the law.

In the interval between the dates of his two letters to Charles
Cushing, on the choice of a profession, some extracts from his

1These letters to Charles Cushing had lain for more than half a century, for-

tten by their author, when, in the year 1817, they suddenly appeared in print
in a Nantucket newspaper. The son of Mr. Cushing immediately sent to Mr.
Adams an explanation and apology for this act, which elicited from him the
following note.

Quincy, 18 March, 1817.

Though the publication of my juvenile letters to your father, especially in 'a
Nantucket gazette, is a riddle, a mystery beyond all comprehension, yet as it
was impossible for me to suspect any unkindness in your family, the friendly
apology in your letter of the 11th of this month was unnecessary, though highly

titying to me. The letters, while they have afforded some amusement to my
g—im;ands, have excited many tender recollections as well as serious reflections in
me. 1 was like a boy in a country fair, in a wilderness, in a strange country,
with half a dozen roads before him, groping in a dark night to find which he
ought to take. Had I been obliged to tell your father the whole truth, I should
have mentioned several other pursuits. Farming, merchandise, law, and above
all, war. Nothing but want of interest and patronage prevented me from
enlisting in the army. Could I have obtained a troop of horse or a company of
foot, I shonld infallibly have been a soldier. It is a problem in my mind, to this
day, whether I should have been a coward or a hero.
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diary may indicate the progress of his mind towards the con-
clusion at which it arrived. Soon after he left college, he
adopted the practice of entering in a commonplace book ex-
tracts from his readings. This volume commences with the
well known verses of Pythagoras: —

Myd® drvov padakoiow &n' dupact mpocdéfacdar,

oty Tov fuepwiav Epywv Tpic kaorov émeAeiv .

Iy wapéfBny , Ti & Epeta; Ti poi déov olk EreAéodn;

These verses appear to have suggested to him the idea of
keeping a diary; the method best adapted to insure to the
Pythagorean precept practical and useful effect. It was kept
irregularly, at broken intervals, and was continued through
the whole active period of his life. Not, however, as a daily
journal, nor as a record of the incidents of his own life. It was
kept on separate and loose sheets of paper, of various forms
and sizes, and between which there was no intentional chain
of connection. In this diary, together with notices of the trivial
incidents of his daily life, the state of the weather, the attend-
ance upon his school, the houses at which he visited, and the
individuals with whom he associated, are contained his occa-
sional observations upon men and things, and the reflections
of his mind, occasioned whether by the conversations which
occurred in his intercourse with society, or by the books which
he read. The predominating sentiment in his mind was the
consciousness of his own situation, and the contemplation of
his future prospects in life.

% The world was all before him, where to choose
His place,”
and the considerations upon which he was bound to fix his
choice were long and often revolved before they ripened into
their final determination.

His disgust at the doctrines of Calvinism was perhaps riveted
by the opinions which he found disseminated in the social circle
into which he had been introduced. The Calvinistic doctrines
of election, reprobation, and the atonement are so repulsive to
human reason that they can never obtain the assent of the
mind, but through the medium of the passions; and the master
passion of orthodoxy is fear. Calvinism has no other agent.
The terrors of eternal damnation are the only propagators of
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the faith; and when they prove inefficacious, the Calvinist
kindles the fagot upon earth to their aid. Exiremes are apt
to produce each other. The tyranny over the conscience ex-
ercised by the Calvinistic preachers necessarily produced a
reaction. From the close of the first quarter of the eighteenth
century to the end of the century itself, there appeared in every
part of Europe, but especially in the English and French lan-
guages, a series of writers of preéminent ability, the principal
object of whose labors was to deny all religion, and above all,
Christianity. Of these writers, Bolingbroke took the lead in
England. Voltaire succeeded him in France. Hume, and
Gibbon, and Thomas Paine, successively followed in the British
Islands ; Diderot, D’ Alembert, and Helvetius in France. These
were the most popular writers of the age ; and some of the most
powerful of their attacks were made near the middle of the cen-
tury. The same period was equally remarkable both in France
and England for an unexampled degeneracy of manners and
looseness of morals. This had followed in France immediately
after the bigotry and persecution of the caducity of Louis the
Fourteenth, and the first example of open profligacy was set by
his immediate successor, the regent Duke of Orleans. Louis
the Fifteenth, who followed, lived through a reign of upwards
of half a century of the most abandoned licentiousness, for
which his only atonement was dictated by a returning sense of
religion, upon the bed of death. Something more, at least
of the appearances of decency, had been preserved in England;
where the corruptions of the age were, if not less dissolute, at
least less ostentatious.

The bigoted and gloomy doctrines of Calvinism, though deeply
rooted in the thirty-nine articles of the Church of England, had
been gradually eradicated from the actual creed of her hierarchy.
They still burrowed, however, in most of the dissenting churches
of New England, and it was their domineering and persecuting
spirit which drove John Adams from the profession of divinity
to that of the law. The literature of Great Britain was more
thoroughly naturalized in the New England colonies than her
government or her.church establishment. The writings of the
freethinkers had made their way across the Atlantie, and, while
contributing to dissolve the spell of Calvinism, had not been
altogether inefficacious in disseminating the errors of infidelity.



LIFE OF JOHN ADAMS. 41

The posthumous philosophical works of Bolingbroke, posthu-
mous because he had not dared to publish them in his own
lifetime, were published by David Mallet, shortly before Mr.
Adams’s residence at Worcester,! and he found them in the
library of Mr. Putnam. Many of the individuals with whom
he associated were infected with the prevailing infidelity of the
times, but it never reached him. He read the writings of
Bolingbroke with the spirit of candid criticism ; and, admiring
their style, many years afterwards repeated the perusal of them.
His copy of the philosophical writings is filled with marginal
manuscript annotations, amply sufficient to preserve any reader .
of that copy from the influence of the fascinating errors with
which they abound.

In a fragment of autobiography left by Mr. Adams, he gives
the following account of his own opinions and feelings during
this early period.

“ Between the years 1751, when I entered, and 1754, when 1
left college, a controversy was carried on between Mr. Bryant,
the minister of our parish, and some of his people, partly on
account of his principles, which were called Arminian, and
partly on account of his conduct, which was too gay and light,
if not immoral. KEcclesiastical councils were called, and sat
at my father’s house. Parties and their acrimonies arose in
the church and congregation, and controversies from the press
between Mr. Bryant, Mr. Niles, Mr. Porter, Mr. Bass, concern-
ing the five points. I read all these pamphlets and many other
writings on the same subjects, and found myself involved in
difficulties beyond my powers of decision. At the same time,
I saw such a spirit of dogmatism and bigotry in clergy and
laity, that, if I should be a priest, I must take my side, and
pronounce as positively as any of them, or never get a parish,
or getting it must soon leave it. Very strong doubts arose in
my mind, whether I was made for a pulpit in such times, and

1 The same sad morn to church and state
(So for our sins ’t was fixed by, fate)
A double stroke was given;
Black as the whirlwind of the North,
St. John’s fell genius issu’d forth
And Pelbam fled to heav'n!
Garrick’s Ode on the Death of Mr. Pelham. Dodsley’s Collection of Poems,
vol. 1v. p. 198.
4 *
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I began to think of other professions. I perceived very clearly,
as I thought, that the study of theology, and the pursuit of it as
a profession, would involve me in endless alterca#tions, and make
my life miserable, without any prospect of doing any good to
my fellow-men.

“ The last two years of my residence at college produced a
club of students (I never knew the history of the first rise of
it) who invited me to become one of them. Their plan was to
spend their evenings together in reading any new publications,
or any poetry or dramatic compositions that might fall in their
way. I was as often requested to read as any other, especially
tragedies, and it was whispered to me and circulated among
others that I had some faculty for public speaking, and that I
should make a better lawyer than divine. This last idea was
easily understood and embraced by me. My inclination was
soon fixed upon the law. But my judgment was not so easily
determined. There were many difficulties in the way. Although
my father’s general expectation was that I should be a divine, I
knew him to be a man of so thoughtful and considerate turn of
mind, to be possessed of so much candor and moderation, that
it would not be difficult to remove any objections he might
make to my pursuit of physie or law, or any other reasonable
course. My mother, although a pious woman, I knew had no
partiality for the life of a clergyman. But I had uncles and
other relations, full of the most illiberal prejudices against the
law. 1 had, indeed, a proper affection and veneration for them,
but as I was under no obligation of gratitude to them, which
eould give them any color of authority to prescribe a course of
life to me, I thought little of their opinions. Other obstacles
more serious than these presented themselves. A lawyer must
have a fee for taking me into his office. I must be boarded
and clothed for several years. I had no money; and my father,
having three sons, had done as much for me, in the expenses of
my education, as his estate and circomstances could justify, and
as my reason or my honor would allow me to ask. I therefore
gave out that I would take a school, and took my degree at
college undetermined whether 1 should study divinity, law, or
physic.

“In the public exercises at commencement, I was somewhat
remarked as a respondent, and Mr. Maccarty of Worcester, who
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was empowered by the selectmen of that town to procure them
a Latin master for their grammar-school, engaged me to under-
take it. About three weeks after commencement, in 1755, when
I was not yet twenty years of age, a horse was sent me from
‘Worcester, and a man to attend me. We made the journey,
about sixty miles, in one day, and I entered on my office. For
three months I boarded with one Green, at the expense of the
town, and by the arrangement of the selectmen. Here 1 found
Morgan’s ¢ Moral Philosopher,’ which I was informed had cir-
culated with some freedom in that town, and that the principles
of deism had made a considerable progress among several per-
sons, in that and other towns in the county. Three months
after this, the selectmen procured lodgings for me at Dr. Nahum
‘Willard’ss This physician had a large practice, a good reputa-
tion for skill, and a pretty library. Here were Dr. Cheyne’s
works, Sydenham and others, and Van Swieten’s Commen-
taries on Boerhaave. I read a good deal in these books, and
entertained many thoughts of becoming a physician and a sur-
geon. But the law attracted my attention more and more;
and, attending the courts of justice, where I heard Worthington,
Hawley, Trowbridge, Putnam, and others, I felt myself irresist-
ibly impelled to make some effort to accomplish my wishes. I
made a visit to Mr. Putnam, and offered myself to him. He
received me with politeness,and even kindness, took a few days
to consider of it, and then informed me that Mrs. Putnam had
consented that I should board in his house, that I should pay no
more than the town allowed for my lodgings, and that I should
pay him a hundred dollars when I should find it convenient. 1
agreed to his proposals without hesitation, and immediately
took possession of his office. His library, at that time, was not
large; but he had all the most essential lJaw books. Imme-
diately after I entered with him, however, he sent to England
for a handsome addition of law books, and for Lord Bacon’s
works. 1 carried with me to Worcester, Lord Bolingbroke’s
¢ Study and Use of History’ and his ¢ Patriot King’ These
I had lent him, and he was so well pleased with them that he
added Bolingbroke’s works to his list, which gave me an oppor-
tunity of reading the posthumous works of that writer, in five
volumes. Mr. Burke once asked, who ever read him through?
I can answer that I read him through before the year 1758, and
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that I have read him through at least twice since that time.
But, I confess, without much good or harm. His ideas of the
English constitution are correct, and his political writings are
worth something; but, in a great part of them, there is more
of faction than of truth. His religion is a pompous folly; and
his abuse of the Christian religion is as superficial as it is
impious. His style is original and inimitable; it resembles
more the oratory of the ancients than any writings or speeches
I ever read in English.”

In October, 1758, terminated the period of his keeping school
at Worcester, and of his law studies under the direction of Mx.
Putnam. He was sworn as an attorney in the superior court at
the recommendation of Jeremy Gridley, then attorney-general
of the Province, and one of the most eminent lawyers and
scholars of the time. By some accident it had happened that
Mr. Putnam neglected to give him, on his departure, the usual
certificate and recommendation to the court. He went, there-
fore, and introduced himself, in person, to Mr. Gridley, who,
upon conversing with him, conceived a very high opinion of his
acquisitions, and besides presenting him with a very favorable
commendation to the court, treated him with a kindness and
courtesy which produced a deep and indelible impression upon
his mind and heart. Mr. Gridley counselled him as a brother,
with regard to the practice of the profession, and advised him
as a parent with regard to his conduct in life.l

t See the Diary, vol. ii. pp. 45-50.



CHAPTER 1L

StupY AND PracTIiCE OF THE Law UNTIL MARCH, 1770.

Frowm the time of the admission of Mr. Adams to the bar, he
resided at his father’s house, in Braintree ; and, after the decease
of his father, which happened on the 25th of May, 1761, he
remained with his mother, until his marriage, in 1764. The
earlier part of this time was a period of intense anxiety to him
with regard to his prospects in life. An obscure village of New
England, in a family alike unknown to fortune and to fame,
was a scene little adapted to promote his advancement in
either. In the following extracts from his journal, the reader
will find an exposition of the thoughts which occupied his
leisure ; of the studies that he pursued; of his constant obser-
vation upon men and manners within the contracted circle of
acquaintance with whom he habitually associated, and of that
severe and rigorous self-examination and censure to which he
had accustomed himself, and in which he reduced to effective
practice the precept of Pythagoras.

“ At xxiil, 1759. The other night, the choice of Hercules
came into my mind, and left impressions there which I hope
will never be effaced, nor long unheeded. I thought of writing
a fable on the same plan, but accommodated, by omitting some
circumstances and inserting others, to my own case. Let virtue
address me.

“ Which, dear youth, will you prefer, a life of effeminacy,
indolence, and obscurity, or a life of industry, temperance, and
honor? Take my advice; rise and mount your horse by the
morning’s dawn, and shake away, amidst the great and beauti-
ful scenes of nature that appear at that time of the day, all the
crudities that are left in your stomach, and all the obstructions
that are left in your brains. Then return to your studies, and
bend your whole soul to the institutes of the law and the
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reports of cases that have been adjusted by the rules in the
institutes. Let no trifling diversion, or amusement, or company,
decoy you from your books; i. e. no girl, no gun, no cards, no
flutes, no violins, no dress, no tobacco, no laziness.!

“ Labor to get distinct ideas of law, right, wrong, justice,
equity ; search for them in your own mind, in Roman, Grecian,
French, English treatises of natural, civil, common, statute law-
Aim at an exact knowledge of the nature, end, and means of
government. Compare the different forms of it with each other,
and each of them with their effects on public and private happi-
ness. Study Seneca, Cicero, and all other good moral writers;
study Montesquieu, Bolingbroke, Vinnius, &c., and all other
good civil writers.”

« At xxv. 1760. I have read a multitude of law books;
mastered but few. Wood, Coke, two volumes Lillie’s Abridg-
ment, two volumes Salkeld’s Reports, Swinburne, Hawkins’s
Pleas of the Crown, Fortescue, Fitzgibbon, ten volumes in
folio, I read at Worcester quite through, besides octavos and
lesser volumes, and many others, of all sizes, that I consulted
occasionally without reading in course, as dictionaries, reporters,
entries, and abridgments.

“Y cannot give so good an account of the improvement of
my last two years spent in Braintree. However, I have read
no small number of volumes upon the law the last two years.
Justinian’s Institutes I have read through in Latin, with Vin-
nius’s perpetual notes; Van Muyden’s Tractatio Institutionum
Justiniani, I read through .and translated mostly into English,
from the same language. Wood’s Institute of the Civil Law
I read through. These on the civil law. On the law of Eng-
land, I read Cowell’s Institute of the Laws of England, in imi-
tation of Justinian, Doctor and Student, Finch’s Discourse of
Law, Hale’s History, and some reporters, cases in chancery,
Andrews, &c., besides oceasional searches for business. Also a
General Treatise of Naval Trade and Commerce, as founded on
the laws and statutes. All this series of reading has left but
faint impressions, and a very imperfect system of law in my head.

1 The present plan of publication renders it unnecessary to insert here the
large extracts from the « Diary,” originally introduced by the writer. Only
such passages are retained as immediately illustrate his views of character. The
remainder appear in the « Diary,” as printed in vol. ii. p. 59, ef seq.
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“1 must form a serious resolution of beginning and pressing
quite through the plans of my lords Hale and Reeve. Wood’s
Institutes of Common Law I never read but once, and my Lord
Coke’s Commentary on Littleton I never read but once. These
two authors I must get and read over and over again. And 1
will get them, too, and break through, as Mr. Gridley expressed
it, all obstructions. Besides, I am but a novice in natural law
and civil law. There are multitudes of excellent authors on
natural law that I have never read; indeed, I never read any
part of the best authors, Puffendorf and Grotius. In the civil
law there are Hoppius and Vinnius, Commentators on Justinian,
Domat, &ec., besides institutes of canon and feudal law that I
have to read.!

“. . . Pretensions to wisdom and virtue, superior to all the
world, will not be supported by words only. If I tell a man I
am wiser and better than he or any other man, he will either
despise, or hate, or pity me, perhaps all three. I have not
conversed enough with the world to behave rightly. I talk to
Paine about Greek; that makes him laugh. I talk to Sam.
Quincy about resolution, and being a great man, and study,
and improving time; which makes him laugh. I talk to Ned
about the folly of affecting to be a heretic; which makes him
mad. 1 talk to Hannah and Esther about the folly of love;
about despising it; about being above it; pretend to be insen-
sible of tender passions; which makes them laugh. I talk to
Mr. Wibird about the decline of learning; tell him I know no
young fellow who promises to make a figure; cast sneers on
Dr. Marsh for not knowing the value of old Greek and Roman
authors; ask when will a genius rise that will shave his beard,
or let it grow rather, and sink himself in a cell in order to
make a figure. I talk to Parson Smith about despising gay
dress, grand buildings and estates, fame, &c., and being con-
tented with what will satisfy the real wants of nature.

“All this is affectation and ostentation. It is affectation of
learning, and virtue, and wisdom, which I have not; and it is a
weak fondness to show all that I have, and to be thought to
have more than I have.

“ Besides this, I have insensibly fallen into a habit of affecting
wit and humor, of shrugging my shoulders, and moving, dis-

1 Vol. ii. p. 104.
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torting the muscles of my face. My motions are stiff and
uneasy, ungraceful, and my attention is unsteady and irreg-
ular. ‘

“ These are reflections on myself that I make. They are
faults, defects, fopperies, and follies and disadvantages. Can I
mend these faults, and supply these defects ?”

During his residence at Worcester, in 1757, Mr. Adams be-
came personally acquainted with Jonathan Sewall, a young
man descended from one of the most distinguished families of
the province, but who, like himself, had inherited nothing from
his ancestors but a college education and poverty. He was
about seven years older than Mr. Adams, but was admitted
only a short time before him to the bar. In 1757 and 1758,
Sewall, who then resided at Salem, attended the sessions of the
superior court at Worcester, and spent his evenings in Colonel
Putnam’s office with Mr. Adams, who was then a student
there. Congenial tastes and sentiments soon bred a warm and
intimate friendship between them, rendered interesting not only
by its pleasing and long-continued intercourse of mutual good
offices and kindness, but painfully so by its subsequent dissolu-
tion occasioned by the different sides which they took in the
Revolution of Independence.

In the preface to the republication of the controversial essays,
under the respective signatures of Novanglus and Massachu-
settensis, Mr. Adams, in 1819, so shortly before his own death,
gave an account of Jonathan Sewall, and of the friendship
which had subsisted between them.! Of their correspondence,
a few small fragments only are known to remain. Mr. Adams,
at that time, kept few and imperfect copies of his letters, and
of those of Mr. Sewall to him none have been found among
his papers. The following extracts from the copies of letters
written in 1759, 1760, and 1761, are submitted to the reader as
characteristic of their author at that period of his life, and while
yet under the age of twenty-five.

[NorE, BY THE EpiTor. The first of the three letters intended
for insertion here has been printed in the “ Diary,” in the
immediate connection in which the copy of it occurs in the
manuscript.? In the place it was to occupy, one of three

1 Vol iv. p. 5, et seq. 2 Vol. ii. p. 79.
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early letters of Mr. Sewall, which a closer examination of Mr.
Adams’s papers has revealed, is introduced. It is particularly
appropriate, as being the one which called out the succeeding
letter of Mr. Adams, that made the second of the original series.
It is of value on other accounts. It discloses a project enter-
tained at this time by Mr. Adams, though somewhat feebly, it
would seem, of removing to Providence, no trace of which is
found elsewhere. It likewise explains the purpose of the cor-
respondence, which was mutual improvement, by stimulating
the investigation of questions of law. But beyond and above
all these, it sets in full light the genuine nature of the bond
of sympathy between these young men, brought up in a
small town of an obscure colonial settlement, with few objects
immediately before them to excite their ambition or to nurse
the purest aspirations. In this respect it may reasonably be
doubted whether the lapse of time and the great change of
circumstances in America, though opening an incomparably
greater field of exertion to human abilities, have done any thing
to improve upon the motives or principles here shown as setting
them in motion.]

JONATHAN SEWALL TO JOHN ADAMS.

Charlestown, 18 February, 1760.

MY Frieno,— In my last, if I rightly remember, I joined
with you in your panegyric on the superior rewards which
ancient Rome proposed to application and study, und in your
satire on those despicable premia, which we, whose lot it is to
live in the infant state of a new world, can rationally expect.
But perhaps we have both been too hasty in our conclusions;
possibly, if we pierce through the glare of false glory, too apt
to dazzle and deceive the intellectual eye; if, in order to the
forming a just estimate, we secrete the genuine from the imag-
inary rewards, we may find the difference much less than at
first sight we are apt to conceive. For, let us, if you please,
my friend, consider what was the palm for which the Roman
orator ran. It was the plaudit of a people at that time sunk
into a most shameful effeminacy of manners, governed by a
spirit of faction and licentiousness, to which this father of his
country at length fell himself a sacrifice. It was the highest

VOL. I & D
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post of honor in that august empire, which hath since fallen an
easy prey to Goths, Visigoths, Vandals, and other barbarians
and uncivilized nations of the north. It was to be the first
man in that Roma Ziterna, which but for the names of Brutus,
Caesar, Cicero, Catiline, and a few other patriots, tyrants, ora-
tors, and conspirators, which have been perpetuated by the
eminence of their owners in their respective employments, had
been long since buried in eternal oblivion. To be caressed,
applauded, and deified by Roman citizens, to be raised to the
highest honors which Rome, the mistress of the world, could
give, are rewards, it must be confessed, in their nature more
dazzling, and, to an unthinking mind, more captivating and
alluring to the toils of indefatigable study and close thinking;
and in these, it will be acknowledged, Cicero had greatly the
advantage of us. But are these the most striking? Are there
not others, which we, as well as Cicero, have in prospect,
infinitely superior in their nature,.more refined, more lasting?
‘What think you, my friend, of the inward pleasure and satis-
faction which the human mind receiveth from the acquisition
of knowledge? What of the rational delight which the benev-
olent man experienceth in the capacity and opportunity of
doing good to his fellow-men? What of the heartfelt joy
which the man of virtue overflows with, in re].ieving and sup-
porting distressed innocence and goodness, and in detectmg
and punishing insolent vice ?

But Cicero’s name has been handed down through many
ages with admiration and applause. So may yours.  Worth
makes the man,” forms the character, and perpetuates his
memory. Cicero is not revered because he was Rome’s consul.
Had his orations been delivered in the little senate of Lilybsum
or Syracuse, yet still they would have been esteemed as they
are by all men of learning, and perhaps would have perpetuated
the names of Lilybeeum and Syracuse for many ages after they
shall now be forgotten. And had A. n lived in Rome, it
is more than probable we should never have heard his name.
It is not the place where a man lives, nor his titles of honor in
that place, which will procure him esteem with succeeding
generations, though, perhaps, for the present, it may command
the outward respect of the unthinking mob, for the most part
dazzled with the parade and pomp of nobility. But if, in the
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estimation of the world, a man’s worth riseth in proportion to
the greatness of his country, who knows but in future ages,
when New England shall have risen to its intended grandeur, it
shall be as carefully recorded among the registers of the literati,
that Adams flourished in the second century after the ezode of
its first settlers from Great Britain, as it is now that Cicero was
born in the six hundred and forty-seventh year after the build-
ing of Rome?

A man, by will, gives his negro his liberty, and leaves him a
legacy. The executor consents that the negro shall be free, but
refuseth to give bond to the selectmen to indemnify the town
against any charge for his support, in case he should become
poor, (without which, by the province law, he is not manumit-
ted,) or to pay him the legacy.

Query. Can he recover the legacy, and how?

1 have just observed that in your last you desire me to say
something towards discouraging you from removing to Prov-
idence; and you say, any thing will do. At present, I only
say, you will do well enough where you are. I will explain
myself, and add something further, in some future letter. I
have not time to enlarge now, for which I believe you will not
be inconsolably grieved. So, to put you out of pain, your
hearty friend, JonaTHAN SEWALL.

P. 8. Ihope you'll write me soon. I think you are secrupu-
lously exact in writing only in turn.

P. P. 8. Iam now going through Coke Littleton again, and
I suppose you are likewise. If you make any new observa-
tions as you go along, or if any questions arise in your mind, it
may possibly be of mutual advantage to communicate them.
I shall do the same. This may, in some measure, answer the
end of reading him together, which, I am persiiaded, would be
eminently beneficial, at least to J. 8.

JOHN ADAMS TO JONATHAN SEWALL.

February, 1760.
1 am very willing to join with you in renouncing the reason-
ing of some of our last letters.
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There is but little pleasure, which reason can approve, to be
received from the noisy applause and servile homage that is
paid to any officer, from the lictor to the dictator, or from the
sexton of a parish to the sovereign of a kingdom. And reason
will despise equally a blind, undistinguishing adoration of what
the world calls fame. She is neither 2 goddess to be loved, nor
a demon to be feared, but an unsubstantial phantom, existing
only in imagination.

But with all this contempt, give me leave to reserve (for I
am sure that reason will warrant) a strong affection for the
honest approbation of the wise and good both in the present
and in all future generations. Mistake not this for an expecta-
tion of the life to come, in the poet’s creed. Far otherwise. I
expect to be totally forgotten within seventy years from the
present hour, unless the insertion of my name in the college
catalogue should luckily preserve it longer. "When heaven
designs an extraordinary character, one that shall distinguish
his path through the world by any great effects, it never fails to
furnish the proper means and opportunities; but the common
herd of mankind, who are to be born, and eat, and sleep, and
die, and be forgotten, is thrown into the world, as it were, at
random, without any visible preparation of accommodations.
!'Yet, though I have very few hopes, I am not ashamed to own
that a prospect of an immortality in the memories of all the
worthy, to the end of time, would be a high gratification to my
wishes.

But to return. Tully, therefore, had but few advantages, in
the estimation of reason, more than we have, for a happy life.
He had greater political objects to tempt his ambition. He
had better opportunities to force the hosannas of his country-
men. But these are not advantages for happiness. On the
contrary, the passions which these objects were designed to
gratify, were so many stings forever smarting in his mind,
which, at last, goaded him into that excess of vanity and
pusillanimity, for which he has been as often blamed as ever
he was praised for his genius and his virtues. It is true, he
had abler masters, and more opportunities for instructive con-
versation, in a city so fruitful of great men. But, in other
respects, the rational sources of pleasure have been much
enlarged since his day.

»
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In the acquisition of knowledge, without which it would be
a punishment to live, we have much greater advantages (what-
ever some ingenious men may say), than he had or could have.
For the improvements in navigation, and the surprising aug-
mentation of commerce, by spreading civilized nations round the
globe, and sending men of letters into all countries, have multi-
plied the means of information concerning the planet we inhabit.
And the invention of the art of printing has perpetuated and
cheapened the means of every kind of knowledge, beyond what
could have been imagined in his day. Besides, Europe has
been, ever since his death, the constant theatre of surprising
characters, actions, events, revolutions, which have been pre-
served in a sufficient plenty of memorials to constitute a series
of political knowledge, of a greater variety of characters, more
important events, and more complicated circumstances, and, of
consequence, better adapted for an agreeable entertainment to
the mind, than any that the world had ever known in his times.
And, perhaps, there never was before, nor has been since his day,
a period abounding with greater heroes and politicians, or with
more surprising actions and events, than that in which we live.

In metaphysics, Mr. Locke, directed by my Lord Bacon, has
steered his course into the unenlightened regions of the human
mind, and, like Columbus, has discovered a new world. A
world whose soil is deep and strong; producing rank and un-
wholesome weeds, as well as wholesome fruits and flowers. A
world that is incumbered with unprofitable brambles, as well
as stored with useful trees; and infested with motley savages,
as well as capable of furnishing civilized inhabitants. He has
shown us by what cultivation these weeds may be extermi-
nated, and the fruits raised; the brambles removed as well as
the trees grubbed; the savages destroyed as well as the civil
people increased. Here is another hemisphere of science, there-
fore, abounding with pleasure and with profit, too, of which he
had but very few, and we have many advantages for learning.

But in mathematics, and what is founded on them, astron-
omy and philosophy, the modern discoveries have done honor
to the human understanding. Here is the true sphere of
modern genius. What a noble prospect of the universe have
these men opened before us! Here I see millions of worlds

and systems of worlds, swarming with inhabitants all engaged
5%
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in the same active investigation of the great system of univer-
sal and eternal truth, and overflowing with felicity. And, while
I am ravished with such contemplations as these, it imports
me little on what ground 1 tread, or in what age I live.

The intention of the testator, to be collected from the words,
is to be observed in the construction of a will; and where any
title to lands or goods, or any other act, is devised to any one,
without any mention of something previous or concomitant,
without which the act or title is not valid, in such case the
thing previous or concomitant shall, by implication, be devised
too; e. g

A man devises lands and tenements to A B, the said A B
paying £100 out of the same lands to B C. Here are no
words of inheritance or of freehold, you see. Yet, since the
testator plainly intended that £100 should be paid to B C out
of the land, it must be presumed that he knew the rule of law
which entitles a devisee of lands incumbered with a charge, to
a fee-simple, and, therefore, a fee-simple shall pass by implica-
tion. So, also,

A man devised lands and tenements to A B, in trust for C D
and his heirs. Here are no words of inheritance; yet, as he has
established a trust that may last forever, he shall be presumed
to have intended a fee-simple in his devise, and the devisee
shall hold the tenement to himself and his own heirs forever by
implication, although the cestui que trust should die heirless
to-morrow.

Now. En mesure le manner. 'The testator intended plainly
that his negro should have his liberty and a legacy; therefore
the law will presume that he intended his executor should do all
that without which he could have neither. That this indemnifi-
cation was not in the testator’s mind, cannot be proved from the
will any more than it could be proved, in the first case above,
that the testator did not know a fee-simple would pass a will
without the word heirs; nor than, in the second case, that the
devise of a trust, that might continue forever, would convey a
fee-simple without the like words. 1 take it, therefore, that the
executor of this will is, by implication, obliged to give bonds to
the town treasurer, and, in his refusal, is a wrongdoer; and 1
cannot think he ought to be allowed to take advantage of his
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own wrong, so much as to allege this want of an indemnifica-
tion to evade an -action of the case brought for the legacy by
the negro himself.

But why may not the negro bring a special action of the
case against the executor, setting forth the will, the devise of
freedom and a legacy, and then the necessity of indemnification
by the province law, and then a refusal to indemnify, and, of
consequence, to set free and to pay the legacy?

Perhaps the negro is free at common law by the devise.
Now, the province law seems to have been made only to oblige
the master to maintain his manumitted slave, and not to declare
a manumission in the master’s lifetime, or at his death, void.
Should a master give his negro his freedom, under his hand
and seal, without giving bond to the town, and should after-
wards repent and endeavor to recall the negro into servitude,
would not that instrument be a sufficient discharge against the
master ?

P.S. I felt your reproof very sensibly for being ceremonious.
I must beg pardon in a style that I threatened you with as a
punishment, a few letters ago.

Myd ExSaipe pidov odv duaprados Ewexa pukpi.

However, it is not ceremony so much as poverty.

JOBN ADAMS TO JONATHAN SEWALL.

Sir,-— You have, perhaps, expected from me, according to
the custom of the world, some expressions of my condolence
in your loss of Judge Sewall! To be plain, I always feel
extremely awkward, whenever I attempt, by writing or in per-
son, to console the sorrowful, or to rejoice with those that do
rejoice. I had rather conceal my own fellow-feeling in their
joys or griefs, at the hazard of being thought insensible, than
express any very great degree of either at the risk of being
thought insincere.

The loss is certainly great to you and fo the province in

1 S‘tephen Sewall, chief justice of the superior court of Massachusetts, the
- person referred to, died on the 10th of September, 1760.
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general ; but Providence can neither be resisted, nor persuaded,
nor fathomed. Implicit resignation is our greatest wisdom,
both as our duty, and as the only sufficient source of tran-
quillity. Relying on this foundation, we should endeavor to turn
our thoughts as much as we can from irretrievable misfortunes,
and towards the means of procuring, according to the probabil-
ities of things, future peace and pleasure.

And, in this view, instead of grieving excessively for what
can never be avoided nor diminished, I shall be so free as to
ask your opinion, and to set you on the search (if at any loss),
concerning the following point of law practice. If a writ, tri-
able before a justice, is served within six days, or five, if you
please, of the time of trial; or one at court, within twelve or
thirteen, what is the proper method of taking advantage of this
insufficiency? Must this be pleaded in abatement, or must the
action be dismissed? Must advantage be taken by motion or
by plea? The law has provided that court writs shall be
served fourteen days, and justices, at least, seven days, before
the time of trial. And, in general, what is the method of
taking advantage of insuflicient services and returns ?

And quere also. Suppose A leased a house, in 1756, for éne
year, to B, at ten pounds rent, for that year, and, after that
year expired, B continued in the house another year, without
any renewal of the lease, or any new contract for any certain
rent. Would debt for rent, in the common form, lie, for the
year 1757, at ten pounds also for that year?

Should be glad of an immediate answer to these questions,
especially the last, as upon that turns an affair of importance
to me! In the mean time wishing you, amidst all the per-
plexities and disappointments of this uncomfortable state, as
great a share of happiness as your genius and virtues may be
said, in the language of mankind, to deserve? I subscribe, as
usual, your hearty friend, JorN Apawms.

1 This is probably the case referred to in the “ Diary,” upon which the writer
consulted Mr. Gridley, vol. ii. p. 98.

2 Jonathan Sewall fell a sacrifice to the Revolution. His genius and his vir-
tues, by removal from Massachusetts, lost their proper field of exercise never to
gain any other. Fifteen years of isolation and discontent in the mother country
were followed by a transfer to the then desolate region of New Brunswick, in
which he had not time to reestablish any social relations before he was called
to pay the great debt of nature. Among the papers of Mr. Adams, a copy has
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A project has just started into my mind, of collecting the anec-
dotes of the lives of all the great lawyers, ancient and modern.
The character of Sulpitius suggested it to me. Vide « Middle-
ton,” vol. iii. p. 134.

In the year 1761, arose the question respecting the legality
of writs of assistance, argued before the superior court of the
province, by James Otis, and which Mr. Adams himself con-
sidered as the spark in which originated the American Revolu-
tion. It was, with reference to the liberties of the people, in
substance the same as that upon general warrants, which, two
years later, kindled a flame in the island of Great Britain. The
writ of assistance is a process sometimes issued in England by

been found of a letter written by Sewall to a friend, in 1787, after he had come
to St. John’s, which presents a vivid picture of the nature of the trials to which
he had been subjected, as well as of his own mind under the effect of them. No
one could read it without feeling strong sympathy with the sufferer, not unmixed
with surprise at the languor displayed by the British government in requiting his
loyalty. Even the small salary allowed him as a colonial judge was suffered to
run into arrears more than once, whilst the discontinuance of his place altogether
was a question left ever hanging over his head. With such examples before the
world, small is the encouragement held out to British colonists to take the side
of authority in any contest with their brethren.

But what makes this letter particularly interesting in this connection is, that it
contains a sketch of Mr. Adams, and an account of the last interview which the
friends ever bad. Though a little tinged with the feelings natural to the advo-
cate of a losing cause, it 13 yet a good pendant to the character which Mr.
Adams, on his side, has given of Mr. Sewall. Considering the nature of the
civil war out of which they had emerged, the sentiments retained towards each
other, as thus exhibited, are alike honorable to both. The following is the
passage of Mr. Sewall’s letter. .

“ While I was in London, my quondam friend, John Adams, sent me a com-
plimentary card, and afterwards made me a long friendly visit, as Mrs. Adams
soon after did to Mrs. Sewall. And they then earnestly pressed us to take a
family dinner with them, in a way so evidently friendly and hearty, that I was
sorry I could not comply. But having resolved to make no visits nor accept of
any invitations, and bhaving upon this ground previously declined invitations to
dine with Sir William Pepperell, your friend Mr. Clark, and several other
friends, I was obliged, to avoid giving offence, to decline this. When Mr. Adams
came in, he took my hand in both his, and, with a hearty squeeze, accosted me
in these words : ¢ How do you do, my dear old friend?’ Our conversation was
i‘usl such as might be expected at the meeting of two old sincere friends after a
ong separation. Adams has a heart formed for friendship, and susceptible of its
finest feelings. He is humane, generous, and open ; warm in his friendly attach-
ments, though. perhaps, rather implacable to those whom he thinks his enemies.
And though, during the American contest, an unbounded ambition and an
enthusiastic zeal for the imagined or real glory and welfare of his country, (the
offspring, perhaps in part, though imperceptible to himself, of disappointed
ambition,) may have suspended the operation of those social and friendly prin-
ciples which, I am positive, are in him, innate and congenial, yet sure I am they
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the court of exchequer, and with which the officers of customs
are armed with that ever odious privilege of entering private
houses, shops, and warehouses, and of breaking open chests
and trunks to detect smuggled goods. These writs of assist-
ance were authorized by acts of 12 and 14 of Charles the
Second, and by a subsequent statute of 7 and 8 William the
Third. The provisions of the act of 14 Charles the Second,
were extended to the colonies. Hutchinson, in the third volume
of his ¢« History,” published since the decease of Mr. Adams,
says that Governor Shirley had been in the habit of issuing,
upon his own authority, these warrants, until informed indi-
rectly by Hutchinson himself that they were illegal, and that
he then directed that application should be made for them to
the superior court. No such process, however, had before
issued from that court. It was novel in point of form, and
odious in substance. It was sanctioned or recognized by no
act of the provincial legislature, and rested upon two acts of
parliament, the first passed only two years after the restoration

could not be eradicated. They might sleep, inactive, like the body in the grave,
during the storm raised by more violent and impetuous passions in his political
career for the goal to which zeal and ambition, united, kept his eye :mmovably
fixed ; but a resuscitation must have been the immediate consequence of the
peace. Gratified in the two darhng wishes of his soul, the independence of
America acknowledged and established, and he himself placed on the very
})innacle of the temple of honor, why, the very devil himself must have felt
oving and good-natured after so complete a victory; much more, a man in
whose heart lay dormant every good and virtuous social and friendly principle.

¢ Nature must, and, I have no doubt, did break forth and assert her rights. Of
this I am so well convinced, that if he could but play backgammon, I declare I
would choose him, in preference to all the men in the world, for my fidus
Achates, in my projected asylum. And 1 believe he would soon find it the
bappiest state ; for, if I am not mistaken, now he has reached the summit of his
ambition, he finds himself quite out of his element, and looks back with regret
to those happy days, when 1n a snug house, with a pretty farm about him at
Braintree, he sat quiet, in the full possession of domestic happiness, with an
amiable, sensible wife, and an annual increase of olive-plants round his table, for
whose present and future support he was, by his own honest industry, for he
was an honest lawyer as ever broke bread, rapidly making ample provision,
He is not qualified, by nature or education, to shine in courts. His abilities
are, undoubtedly, quite equal to the mechanical parts of his business as ambas-
sador; but this is not enough. He cannot dance, drink, game, flatter, promise,
dress, swear with the gentlemen, and talk small talk and flirt with the ladies ;
in short, he has none of the essential arts or ornaments which coustitute a
courtier. There are thousands, who, with a tenth part of his understanding
and without a spark of his honesty, would distance him infinitely in any court
in Europe. I will only add that I found many Americans in London, whose
sentiments and conduct towards him were by no means so liberal or polite as I
could have wished.”
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of the Stuarts, in the spirit of the navigation acts, and the second
in the reign of William the Third, sixty-five years before the
time when it was to receive this new application. There can
be no doubt that it was one of Hutchinson’s expedients, adopted
for the promotion of his own ambition, by paying sedulous
court to the government in England. Mr. Adams had been
admitted at that time as a barrister at the superior court; but
his practice was still very limited, and his reputation as a lawyer
had not reached the capital of the province. He was attending
the court as a member of the bar, and heard, with enthusiastic
admiration, the argument of Ofis, the effect of which was to
place him at the head of that race of orators, statesmen, and
patriots, by whose exertions the Revolution of American Inde-
pendence was achieved. This cause was unquestionably the
incipient struggle for that independence. It was to Mr. Adams
like the oath of Hamilcar administered to Hannibal. It is
doubtful whether Otis himself, or any person of his auditory,
perceived or imagined the consequences which were to flow
from the principles developed in that argument. For although,
in substance, it was nothing more than the question upon the
legality of general warrants — a question by which, when after-
wards raised in England, in Wilkeg’s case, Lord Camden him-
self was taken by surprise, and gave at first an incorrect decision,
yet, in the hands of James Otis, this question involved the whole
system of the relations of authority and subjection between the
British government and their colonies in America. It involved
the principles of the British constitution, and the whole theory
of the social compact and the natural rights of mankind.

This argument, however, Mr. Otis appears never to have
committed to writing; and but for Mr. Adams, no trace of it
would, in all probability, have existed at that day. He took a
few very imperfect minutes of it, as it was delivered in court.-
These were afterwards surreptitiously withdrawn from among
his papers, and garbled with various interpolations. In that
condition they came into the possession of Judge Minot, and
were inserted in his « History of Massachusetts Bay,” in 1803.'
Fl.ﬁ:y-seven years after the argument was delivered, Mr. Adams,
in a series of letters to William Tudor, gave a much more

1 They may be found, in a corrected form, in vol. ii. Appendix, (A.)
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minute and circumstantial account of that memorable event! It
bears irrefragable internal evidence of its own general accuracy,
and has been almost entirely transferred into the “ Biographical
Memoir of the Life of James Otis,” afterwards published by
‘William Tudor, Junior. No man can attentively read it with-
out observing, in the argument, the seeds profusely scattered of
the Revolution of Independence.

The effect of the argument was electrical, although the inter-
est upon which it could immediately operate was necessarily
limited to the colony where the question arose. It was not like
the Stamp Act, which bore at once upon the property and
passions of the people of all the colonies. The introduction of
the writs of assistance would, in the first instance, have affected
only the rights of a few merchants of Boston and Salem. But
the principle of tyranny was in it, and it was the natural pre-
cursor of the Stamp Act.

The ‘doctrines of natural and of English freedom brought to
bear by Mr. Otis upon this cause, awakened and startled the
people of the colony. Their impression upon the mind of Mr.
Adams may be imagined by those who read and will compare
together the hasty minutes which he took down in court at the
time, and the lucid exposition of the whole argument which
nearly threescore years afterwards he gave in his letters to
Judge Tudor. It is apparent that this argument opened a new
world before him ; and he entered it with unhesitating step.

It is said, in the third volume of Hutchinson’s ¢ History,” that
“the chief justice” (Hutchinson himself) “ was desired, by the
first opportunity in his power, to obtain information of the prac-
tice in England, and judgment was suspended;” that “at the
next term it appeared that such writs issued from the exchequer
when applied for, and this was judged sufficient to warrant
the like practice in the province. A form was settled, as agree-
able to the form in England as the circumstances of the colony
would admit, and the writs were ordered to be issued to custom-
house officers, for whom application should be made to the
chief justice, by the surveyor-general of the customs.”? But
no such application was ever made, nor was such a writ ever
afterwards issued.

1 Vol. x. pp. 314-362. 2P 94,
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The progress made by Mr. Adams in the practice of his pro-
fession was not so rapid but that it left him much leisure for
the prosecution of his studies. On the 25th of May, 1761, his
father died of an epidemic fever, which at that time pre-
vailed in the neighborhood of his residence, and of which his
mother also barely escaped being the victim. After his death,
Mr. Adams continued to reside with his mother and his two
younger brothers till his marriage, in 1764.

His father, grandfather, and great-grandfather had, in succes-
sive ages, served successively in the town offices of surveyor of
the highways, selectmen, and assessors. The first office to
which he himself was elected was that of surveyor of the
highways, the duties of which he discharged with great zeal
and assiduity. But he devoted himself, with all the ardor
natural to his disposition, to the study of the civil law and of
the laws of nature. Mr. Gridley had pointed his attention to
the Institutes of Justinian, to the Code, and to the modern
commentators upon them. His friend, Jonathan Sewall, was a
frequent visitor at Braintree, where he was addressing Miss
Esther Quincy, daughter of Edmund Quincy, Esquire, and
whom Mr. Sewall afterwards married. At her father’s house
the friends often met and conversed together upon general
topics of literature and law, maturing their minds at the same
time by occasional correspondence upon the subjects thus
opened for discussion. Sewall was then a patriot as warm as
his friend. The course of events afterwards, the fascinations
of Hutchinson, and misunderstandings with James Otis, drew
him over to the royal party, and severed, forever, his destinies
from those of his native country.

On the 25th of October, 1764, Mr. Adams was married to
Abigail Smith, second daughter of William Smith, minister of
the first Congregational Church and Society at Weymouth, the
town next adjoining to Braintree. Mrs. Adams’s mother was
Elizabeth Quincy, daughter of Colonel John Quincy, of Mount
‘Wollaston, many years representative from the town of Brain-
tree in the Provincial Legislature, during a considerable period
speaker of the House of Representatives, and afterwards a
member of the Council. He had married the daughter of
John Norton, the second minister of the Congregational parish
at Hingham, and his mother was the daughter of Thomas

VOL. L 6
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Shepard, the first of the name minister of Charlestown, one of
the most eminent lights of the church at the first settlement of
New England. With this maternal line of descent, Colonel
John Quincy united that of a parentage from Edmund Quincy
and William Tyng, two of the most distinguished inhabitants
of Boston at the period of its settlement, and to whom Mount
‘Wollaston, and a large tract of the land around it upon the bay,
had been granted while the mount formed a part of the town
of Boston. By this marriage, Mr. Adams became allied with a
numerous connection of families, among the most respectable
for their weight and influence in the province, and it was imme-
diately perceptible in the considerable increase of his professional
practice,

It was a connection altogether congenial to his character in
other and far more important respects. The clergymen who
came over with the first settlers of the Plymouth and Mas-
sachusetts colonies were graduates at one or the other of the
English universities. They had received scientific educations.
They had been bred to religious and metaphysical controversy,
and were masters of all the literature of the age. The ruling
interest and passion of their lives was doctrinal religion, and,
as they were self-exiled from their native country for opinions
adverse to their own interests no less than to the established
articles of faith of their church, sincerity and fortitude were
among the qualities the most prominent in their characters.
- In such a society it was impossible but that religious contro-
versies should form the source of much dissension, and, in the
management of all religious controversy, literature is a primary
agent. The ecclesiastics who appear to have exercised so emi-
nent an influence in the settlement of New England were men
of learning and of letters. Some of them were among the first
schola