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T H E

PRETF A C E,

HI1S publication owes its rife to

the Remarks I wrote on Dr. Brown's
propofal for a code of education. Several
perfons who were pleafed to think fa-
vourably of that performance, (in which
I was led to mention the fubje of civil
and religious liberty) were defirous that
1 thould treat of it more at large, and
without any immediate view to the Doc-
tor's work. It appcared to them, that
fome of the views I had given of this
important, but diflicult {ubje®, were
new, and ihowed it, 1n a clearer light
than any i which they had feen it re-
prefented before; and they thought I had
placed the foundation of {fome of the
moft valuable interefts of mankind on a
broaderand firmer bafis, than Mr., Locke,
and others who had formerly written
upon this fubje&t. I have endeavoured
to anfwer the wilhes of my friends, in

A the
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the belt manner I am able; and, at the
fame time, [ have retained the {ubftance
of the former treatife, having diftribut-

ed the {everal parts of it into the body
of this.

In this fecond edition, 1 have alfo in-
troduced what I had written on Chuich-
authority, in anfwer to Dr. Daleuy’s {er-
mon on that {ubject, preached at Lam-
beth chapel, and publifhed by order of
the Archbifhop. - As 1 do not mean to
republifh either the Remarks on Dr. Browon,
on thefe on Dr. Balguy, {eparately, and
the {ubje&s of both thofe pieces have a
near relation to the general one on Civil
and Religions Liberty, 1 thought there
would be a propriety in throwing them
into one treatife.

I had no thoughts of animadverting
upon Dr. Warburton in this work, till I
was 1nformed by fome ntelligent and
worthy clergymen of my acquaintance,
that his Alliance 1s generally confidered

as the beft defence of the prefent {yftem

of
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of church-authority, and that molt o-
ther writers took their arguments from it.

In a poftfcript to this work he informs
us, p. 271, that, in 1t, the reader <will
Jee confuted at large, what he calls a puri-
tamcal principle, and alfo an abfurd affer-
tion of Hooker's, by which he entangled
bimfelf and his caufe inmextricable difficul-
ties, viz. that covil and ecclefiaffical power
are things feparated by nature, and more
ofpecially by dvvine ifhitution; and fo inde-
pendent of - one another, that they muft al-
ways contiue mdependent. Whatever {uc-
cefs this writer may have had in puliing

up other foundations, I think he had bet-
ter have left thofe of the church as he

found them : for the difliculties in which
the {cheme of the Alliance 1s entangled,
appear to me to be far more inextricable,

than thofeof any other{cheme of church-
authority that I have yet {feen. All that

can be faid 1n 1ts favour 1s, that, having
lefs of the fimplicity of truth, and, con-
{equently, being fupported with more
art and {ophiftry, the abfurdity of it 1s
not {o obvious at firft fight, though it be

ten
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ten times more glaring after 1t has been
fuficiently attended to.

Sorry I am to be under the neceflity
of troubling my reader with the repeti-
tion of any thing that has been faid be-
fore on this fubjet, 1In my remarks on
thofe writers ; ‘but when the {ame argu-
ments are urged again and again, it is
impoflible always to find new, or better
anfwers. I flatter myfelf, however, that
{everal of the obfervations 1n this treatife
will appear to be new, at leaft, that {ome
things will appear to be fet 1n a new or
clearer point of light. But whenever
the interefts of truth and liberty are at-
tacked, it is to be wifhed that {ome
would ftand up in their defence, whether
they acquit themfelves better than therr
predeceflors in the {fame good old caufe, or
not. New books in defence of any prin-
ciples whatever, will be read by many
perfons, who will not look into o/d books,
for the proper anfwers to them.

Confiderable advantage cannot but ac-

crue to the caufe of religious, as well as
civil
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civil liberty, from keeping the 1mportant
{fubjet continuallyin view. We are un-
der great obligation, therefore, to all the
advocates for church-authority, when-

ever they are pleafed to write 1n its de-
fence.

Every attempt that has hitherto been
made to thake, or undermine the foun-
dations of the chriftian faith, hath end-
ed in the firmer eftablithment of 1it. Al-
{o, every attempt to {fupport the unjuft
claims of churchmen over their fellow
chriftians, hath been. equally impotent,
and hath recoiled upon themf{elves ; and,
I make no doubt, that this will be the
iTue of all the future efforts of interefted
or mifguided men, in {o weak and un-
worthy a caule.

It will be {feen, that I have taken no
notice of any thing that has been writ-
ten in the controverfy about the Confe/-
fional. 1 would only obferve, and I can-

not help obferving, that the violent op-
pofition that has been made to the mo-
deft attempts, both of the candid difgui-

Jetors
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fitors, and thofé of the author of the
Confeffional, and his refpetable friends,
to procure a redrefs of only a few of the
more intolerable grievances the clergy
labour under, and a removal of {fome of
the moft obvious and capital defets in
the eftablithed church, has more weight
than a hundred arguments drawn from

theory only, in demonftrating the folly
of ereting fuch complicated and un-
wieldly {yftems of policy, and in {how-
ing the mifchiefs that attend them,

Little did the founders of church e-
{tablithments confider, of what unfpeak-
able importance it 1s to the interelts of
religion, that the ambition of chriftian

~muntiters be circumf{cribed within nar-
row limits, when they left them fuch
unbounded {cope for courting prefer-
ment. But the interefts of religion have
been very little confidered by the foun-

ders of church eftablithments. Indeed
it they had confidered them, how hittle

were they qualified to make provifion
for them ! I need not fay what I feel,

when 1 find {0 much in the writings
of
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of ingenious men concerning the waifdom
of thele conftitutions. It always brings
to my mind what St. Paul fays of zbe
wifdom of this world 1n other refpedts.

Such, however, 1s the virtue of {ome
men, that it 1s proof againit all the bad
influence of the conftitution of which
theyaremembers. Without fiattering, or
tormenting themielves with a wam am-
lition, many excellent clergymen, wor-
thy of a better fituation, contentedly
{it down to the proper duty of their fta-
tion. Their only object 1s fo do good to
the fouls of men, and their only hope of
reward is in that world, where they who
have been wife fhall fhne as the brightnefs
of the firmament, and they who bave turn-
ed many to rivhteoufnefs as the flars for ever
and ever.  Such chara&ters asthefe I tru-
Iy revere; and it is chiefly for the {ake
of forming more {uch, that I with the
eftablifhment of the church of England
might be reformed in fome eflential
points. The powers of reafon and con-
{cience plead for fuch a reformation, but,

alas! the powers of this world are a-
gainit
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gainft 1t. 'This unnatural a/ly of religi-
on (or rather her imperious maffer) with-~
out whofe permiflion nothing can be
done, will not admat of it.

But at the {fame time that, from a
love of truth, and a juft regard for the
purity of a divine religion, we bear a
public teftimony againft thofe abufes
* which men have introduced into it; let
us, as becomes chriftians, have the can-
dour to make proper allowances for the

prejudices and prepofleflions, even of the
tounders, promoters, and abettors of

thefe anti-chriftian {yftems; and {hll
fartherlet us befromindulging a thought
to the prejudice of thofe, who have been
educated in a reverence for thefe modes
of religion, and have not {firength of
mind to {eparate their i1deas of thefc
forms, from thofe of the powerof it. In
this cafe, let us be particularly caretul
how we give oftence to any {erions and
well-difpofed minds, and patiently bear
with the wheat and the tares growing
together till the harvet,

Such
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Such 1s my belief in the doctrine of
an over-ruling providence, that I have

no doubt, but that every thing in the
whole {yftem of nature, how noxious
foever 1t may be in {ome refpects, has
real, though unknown ufes; and alfo
that every thing, even the grofleft abu-
{es in the civil or ecclefiaftical conftituti-
ons of particular iftates, 15 {ubfervient
to the wife and gracious defigns of him,
who, notwithftanding thefe appearances,

il rules in the kingdowms of men.

I make no apology for the freedom
with which [ have written. The fub-
jelt 1s, m the higheflt degree, intereft-
ing to humanity, it is open to philofo-
phical difcuflion, and I have taken no
~ greater liberties than becomes a phi-
lofopher, a man, and an Englithman.
Having no other views than to promote a
thorough knowledge of this important
fubject, not being {enfible of any biafs
to miflead me in my nquiries, and con-
{cious of thenprightnefs of myintentions,
I freely {ubmitmy thoughtsto the exami-
nation of all impartial judges, and the

friends
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friends of their country and of mankind,
They who know the fervour of generous

feelings will be fenfible, that I have cx-
prefled my{elf with no more warmth than

the 1mportance of the fubjet neceffarily
prompted, 1n a breaft not naturally the
coldeft; and that to have appeared more
indifferent, I could not have beenfincere.

Befides the freedom with which I have
made this defence of civil and religious
liberty, 1s {ufliciently juftified by the
freedom with which they have been at-
tacked ; and though the advocates for
church power are very ready to accufc
the Diflenters of ndecency, when, in de-
fending themlelves, they reflet upon
the eftablithed church ; yet I do not fee
why, in a judgment of equity, the {fame
cvility and decency fhould not be ob-
{erved on both fides; or why infolence
on one fide ihould not be anfwered by
contempt on the other.

Notwithﬁanding the ardour of mind
with which, it will be evident, {fome

parts of thic following treatife were
written



P R E. ¥ A C E. v

written, the warmth with which I have
efpoufed the caufe of Liberty, and the:
feverity with which I have animadverted
upon whatever I apprehend to be unfa-
vourable to it ; I think I cannot be juftly
accufed of party zeal, becaufe it will be .
found, that T have treated all parties with
equal freedom. Indeed, fuch is the
ufual violence of human paflions, when
any thing interefting to them is con-
tended for, that the beft cauf@ in the
world 1s not {uflicient to prevent intem-
perance and excefs ; {o that it is eafy to
{ee too much to blame in all parties: and

it by no means follows, that, becaufe a
man difapproves of the condudt of one,

that he muft, therefore, approve of that
of its oppofite. The greateft enemy of

popery may {ee fomething he diflikes in
the conduct of the firft reformers, the

warmeft zeal agamnft epifcopacy 1s con~
{iltent with the juit {enfe of the faults of
the puritans, and much more may an
enemy of Charles the firft, be an enemy
of Cromwell alfo.

N. B.
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N. B. Let 1t be obferved, that, in

this treatife, I propofe no more than to
confider the firfi principles of civil and
religious hberty, and to explain {fome
leading 1ideas upon the {fubject. For a
more extenfive view of it, as affeting a
greater variety of particularsin thefyftem
of government, 1 refer to the courfe of
{ectures on biftory and crvil policy 5 a fylla~
bus of which is printed in the Effay on o
courfe. of lLberal education for civil and
achve life, and the whole of which, with

enlargements, I propofe to publifh in
due time,

SECTION
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Of the Firf? Principles of Government,
and the different kindsof Liberty.

¥ AN derives two capital advan-
¥ tages from the fupertority of his
intelleCtual powers. The firft
is, that, as an individual, he poflefles
2 certain comprehenflon of mind,
whereby he contemplates and enjoys the
paft and the future, as well as the pre-
fent., 'This comprehenfion is enlarged
with the experienceof every day; and by
this means the happinefs of man, as he
advances 1n 1intelle&, 1s continually lefs

dependent on temporary circumitances -
and {enfations.

The next advantage refulting from the
fame principle, and which 1s, 1n many
refpects, both the caufe and effet of the

B former,
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former, 1s, that the human {pecies itfelf
is capable of a fimilar and unbounded
improvement ; whereby mankind in a
later age are greatly {fuperior to mankind
in a former age, the individuals being
taken at the {fame time of life.  Of this
progrefs of the {pecies, brute animals
are more incapable than they are of that
rclating to individuals, No horfe of
this age {eems to have any advantage o-
ver other horfes of former ages ; and if
there be any improvement 1n the {pecies,
it 1s owing to our manner of Dreeding:
and traimning them.  Dut a man at this
time, who has been tolerably well edu-
cated, in an 1improved chriftian country,
15 a being poflefled of much greater
power, to be, and to make happy, than
a perfon of the fame age, in the {ame, or
any other country, fome centuries ago.
And, for this reafon, I make no doubt,
that a perfon {ome centuries hence will,
at the {fame age, be as much {uperior
tous., -

The great inftrument in the hand of
divine providence, of this progrefs of the
| ~ {pecies
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fpecies towards perfection, is fociety, and
confequently gowvernment. In a flate of
nature the powers of any individual are
diffipated by an attention to a multipli-
city of objects. The employments of all
are fimilar. From generation to genera-
tiori every man does the fame that every
other does, or has done, and no perfon
begins where another ends ; at leaft,
general 1mprovements are exceedingly
{low, and uncertain. This we {ee ex-~
emplified in all barbarous nations, and
efpecially in countries thinly inhabited,
where the connections of the people are
flight, and confequently {ociety and go-
vernment very imperfet; and it may
be feen more particularly in North Ame-
rica, and Greenland. Whereas a ftate
of more perfect fociety admits of a pro-
per diftribution and divifion of the ob-
ie&s of human attention. ' In fuch a
{tate, men are connected with and fub-
{ervient to one another ; fo that, while
one man confines himf{elf to one {ingle
object, another may give the fame undi-
vided attention to another obje&.

Bz Thus
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Thus the powers of all have their fuli
effe; and hencearife improvements in
all the conveniences of life, and in every
branch of knowledge. In this ftate of
things, it requires but a few years to
comprehend the whole preceding pro-
orefs of any one art or {cience; and the
reft of 2 man’s life, 1n which hs facul-
ties are the moft perfect, may be given
to the extenfion of 1t. If, by this means,
one art or {cience fhould grow too large
for an eafy comprehenfion, 1n amoderate
fpace of time, a commodious {ubdivifion
will be made. Thus all knowledge will
be {ubdivided and extended ; and fnow-
ledge, as Lord Bacon obferves, being
power, the human powers will, in fa&,
be enlarged ; nature, including both its
materials, and its laws, will be more at
our command ; men will make their fitua-
tion 1n this world abundantly more eafy
and comfortable; they will probably
prolong their exiftence in it, and will
grow daily more happy, each in himfelf,
and more able (and, Ibelieve, more dif-
pofed) to communicate happinefs to
others, Thus, whatever was the be-

OINIING
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ginning of this world, the end will be
olorious and paradifaical, beyond what
our imaginations camn NOW CONCEIVE.
Extravagant as {fome may {fuppofe thefe
views to be, [ think I could fhow
them to be fairly fuggefted by the true
theory of human nature, and to arife
from the natural courfe of human affairs.
But, for the prefent, I wave this fubject,

the contemplation of which always
makes me happy.

Government beimng the great inftru-
ment of this progrefs of the human {pecies
towards this glorious ftate, that form of
government will have a juit claim to our
approbation which favours this progrefs,
and that muft be condemned in which
it 1s retarded.  Let us then, my fellow
citizens, confider the bufinefs of govern-
ment with thefe enlarged views, and trace
fome of the fundamental principles of it,
by anattention to what is moft conducive
to the happinefs of mankind at prefent,
and moftfavourable to theincreafe of this
happinefs in futurity ; and, perhaps, we
may underftand this intricate{ubje&,with

B 3 {fome
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{ome of its moftimportant circumitances,
better than we have done; at leaft we
may {ee fome of them in a clearer and
{tronger point of light.

Tobeginwith firft principles, we mutft,
for the fake of gaining clear 1deas on the
fubject, do what almoft all political writ-
ers have done beforeus ; that 1s, we muft
{fuppofe anumber of people exifting, who
experience the inconvenience oflivingin-
dependent and unconnected ; who are ex-
pofed, without redrefs, to infults and
wrongs of every kind, andaretooweakto
procure themielves many of the advan-
tages, which they are f{enfible might
eafily be compalled by united {trength.
Thele people, if they would engage the
protection of the whole body, and join
their force'in enterprizes and undertak-
ings calculated for their common good,
muit voluntarily refign fome partof their
natural liberty, and {ubmit their con-
duct to the dire¢tion of the commu-
nity : for without thefe conceflions, fuch
an alliance, attended with fuch advan-
tages, could not be formed.

Were
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Were thefe people few in number, and
living within a fmall diftance of one
another, 1t might be eafy for them to
affemble upon every occafion, in which
the whole body was concerned ; and every
thing might be determined by the votes
of the majority, provided they had previ-
oufly agreed that the votes of a majority
{hould be decifive. But were the fo-
ciety numerous, their habitations remote,
and the occafions on which the whole body
muft interpofe frequent, 1t would beabfo-
lutely impoffible that all the members of
the ftate fhould afiemble, or give their
attention to public bufinefs. In thiscafe,
though, with Rou/ffean, 1t be a giving up
of their liberty, there mulit be deputies,
or public officers, appointed to adt in
the name of the whole body; and, in
a ftate of very great extent, where ail
the people could never be aflembled, the
whole power of the community mufit
neceflarily, and almoft irreverfibly, be
lodged 'in the hands of thefe deputies.
In England, the king, the hereditary
lords, and the eleCtors of the houfe of

commons, are thefe fanding deputies ;and
the
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the members of the houfe of commons
are, again, the temporary deputies of this
laft order of the ftate.

In all ftates, great or fmall, the {enti-
ments of that body of men in whofe
hands the fupreme power of the {ociety 1s
lodged, muft be underftood to be the
{entiments of the whole body, if there
be no other method in which the {enti-
ments of the whole body can be ex~
prefled. 'Thefe deputies, or reprefenta-~
tives of the people, will make a wrong
judgment, and purfue wrong meafures, if
they confult not the good of the whole
fociety, whofe reprefentatives they are;
jult as the people themfelves  would
make a wrong judgment, and purfue

wrong meafures, if they did not confult
their own good, provided they could be
aflembled for that purpofe. No maxims
or rules of policy can be binding upon
thém, but fuch as they themfelves fhall
judge to be conducive to the public good.
Theirownreafon and confeienceare their
only gwde, and the people, in whofe
name they act, their only judge.

| | In
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In thefe circumftances, if I be afked
what I mean by Zberty, 1 {hould chufe,
for the fake of greater clearnefs, to divide
it into two kinds, political and civil; and
the importance of having clear 1déas on
this fubje& will be my apology for the
innovation. POLITICAL Li1BERTY, I
would fay, confiffs in the power, which
the iiembers of the flate réferveé io theifelves,
of arriving at the puélzc offices, or, at leaft,
of having wotés in the nominition of thofe
who fill them : and I would chufe to call
CIVIL LIBERTY that power over - thew
own ackions, which the members of the flate
referve to themfelves, and 'w/azcb their of
ficers muft not wfringe.

Political liberty, therefore, 1s equiva-
lent to the right of magiitracy, being the
claim that any member of the {tate hath,
to have his private opinion or judgment
become that of the public, and thereby
control the a&tions of others; whereas
crvil Liberty, extends no farther than to
a man’s own condudct, ana fignifies the
right he has to be exempt from the con-
trol of the {ociety, or its agents; that

1S,
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is, the power he has of providing for his
own advantage and happmefs. ltis a
man’s civil liberty, which 1s originally in
its full force, and part of which he facri-
fices when heentersintoaftate of {ociety;
and political liberty is that which hemay,
or may not acquire in the compenfation
he receives for it. For he may either fti-
pulate to have a voice in the public de-
terminations, or, as far as the public de-
termination doth take place, hemay fub-
mit to be governed wholly by others. Of
thefe two kinds of liberty, which 1t 1s of
the greateft importance to diftinguith, I
{hall treat in the order in which I have

mentioned them.

SECTION
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POLITICAL LIBERTY.

i N countries where every member of
I the fociety enjoys an equal power of
arriving at the fupreme offices, and
confequently of directing theftrengthand
the fentiments of the whole community,
there is a ftate of the moft perfeét politi-
cal liberty. On the other hand, 1n coun-
tries where a man 1s, by his birth or for-
tune, excluded from thele offices, or from
a power of voting for proper perfons to fill
them ; that man, whatever be the form of
the government, or whatever civilliberty,
or power over his own actions he may
have, has no power over thofe of another;
he has no fhare in the goveérnment, -and

therefore has no political liberty at all.
Nay
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Nay his own condudl, as far as the
{fociety doesinterfere, 1s, 1 all cafes, di-
reCted by others.

It may be faid, that no{ociety on earth
was ever formed 1n the manner repre-
fented above. 1 anfwer, 1t 1strue; be-
caufe all governments whatever have
been, in fome meafure, compulfory, ty-
rannical, and oppreflive in their origin;
but the method I have defcribed muft be
allowed to be the only equitable and fair
method of forming a fociety. And fince
every man retains, and can never be de-
prived of his natural right (founded on a
regard to the general good) of relieving
himfelf from all oppreflion, that 1s, from
every thing that has been impofed upon
Lhim withouthis own confent ; thismuit be
the only true and properfoundation of ail
the governments fubfifting in the world,
and that to which the people who com-
pofe them have an unalienable right to
bring them back.

It mult neceflarily be underftood,
therefore, whether it .be exprefled or
not,
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not, that all people live 1n {ociety for
their mutual advantage ; {o that the
good and happinefs of the members, that
1s the majority of the members of any
{tate, 1s the great ftandard by which
every thing relating to that ftate muft
finally be determined. And though it
may be {fuppofed, thata body of people
may be bound by a voluntary refigna-
tion of all their interefts to a fingle per-
{on, or toa few, it can never be fuppofed
that the refignation is obligatory on their

pofterity ; becaufe 1t 1s manifeftly con-
trary to the good of the whole that 1t fhould

be fo.

[ own it 1s rather matter of furprife
to me, that this great object of all go-
vernmnent {hould have-been {o little in-
fited on by our great. writers who have
trecated of this {ubjedt, and that more
ufe hath not been made of it. In treat-
ing of particular regulations in ftates,
this principle neceflarily obtruded itfelf;
all arguments 1n favour of any law being
always drawn from a confideration of its

tendency to promote the public good;
and
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and yetit has often efcaped the notice of
writers in dilcourhng on the firlt prin-

ciples of fociety, and the {fubje&t of ci~
vil and religious hiberty.

This one general 1dea, properly pur-
fued, throws the greateft light upon the
whole {yftem of policy, morals, and, T
may add, theology too. To a mind not
warped by theological and metaphyfical
fubtilties, the divine being appears to
be adtuated by no other views than the
nobleft we can conceive, the happinefs
of his creatures. Virtue and right con-
duct conift in thofe aftections and ac-
tions which terminate in the public
good ; juftice and veracity, for inftance,
having nothing intrinfically excellent
in them, {eparate from their relation to
the happinefs of mankind ; and the whole
{yftem of night to power, property, and
every thing elfe in {ociety, muft be re-
gulated by the {ame confideration : the
decifive queftion, when any of thefe
fubje&s are examined, being, What

is 1t that the good of the community
requires !

Let
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Iet it be obferved, in this place, that
I by no means aflert, that the good of
mankind requires a ftate of themoft per-
fe@t political liberty. This, indeed, 1s
not poflible, except in exceeding {mall
{tates ; in none, perhaps, that are {o
large as cven the republics of ancient
Greece ; or as Genoa, or Geneva in
modern times. Such {mall republics as
thefe, 1f they were defirable, would be
impracticable ; becaule a ftate of - per-
feGt equality, 1n communities or indi-
viduals, can never be preferved, while
{fome are more powerful, more enter-
prifing, and more fuccefsful in their at-
tempts than others. And an.ambitious
nation could not with for a fairer oppor-
tunity of arriving at extenfive empire,
than to find the neighbouring countries
cantoned out into 2 number of {mall go-
vernments ; which could have no power .
to withftand it fingly, and which could
never form f{ufficiently extenfive confe-
deracies, or a& with fuflicient unani-
mity, and expedition, to oppofe it with
{uccefs.

‘Suppoﬁng
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Suppoling, therefore, that, in order to
prevent the greateft of all inconveniences,
very extenfive, and confequently abfolute
monarchies, 1t may be expedient to have
fuch ftates as England, France, and
Spain ; pohtical liberty muft, in {fome
meafure, be reftrained; but @ what
manner a reftraint thould be put upon it,
or how far it {hould extend, is not ea-
{y to be afcertained. In general, it thould

{feem, that none but perfons of confi-
derable fortune thould be capable of ar-

riving at the higheft offices in the go-
vernment ; not only becaufe, all other
circumf{tances being equal, fuch perfons
will generally have had the beft educa-
tion, and coniequently be the beft qua-
lified to act for the public good; but be-
caufe alfo, they will neceffarily have-the
mofit property at ftake, and will, therefore,
be moft interefted in the fate of their
country.

Let 1t be obferved, however, that what
maybe called a moderate fortune (though
2 thing of {o variable a nature cannot

be defined) {hould be confidered as equi-

valent
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in this refpect, to the moft affluent one,
Perfons who are born to a moderate fore
tune, are, indeed, generally better edu-
cated, have, confequently, more enlarg-
ed minds, and are, in all refpe&s, more
truly endependent, than thofe who  are
born to great opulence.

For the fame reafon, it may, perhaps,
be more eligible, that thofe who are ex~
tremely dependent fhould not be al-

Jowed to have votes in the nomination of
the chief magiftrates; becaufe this might,
in fome inftances, be only throwing
more votes into the hands of thofe per-
fons on whom they depend. But if, in

every ftate of confiderable extent, we
fuppofe a gradation of ele@ive offi-

ces, and if we likewife fuppofe the low-
et clafles of the people to have votes
in the nomination of the loweft officers,
and, as they increafe in wealth and im-
portance, to have athare in the choice of
perfons to fill the higher pofts, till they
themfelves be admitted candidates for
places of public truft ; we fhall, perhaps,

torm an idea of as much political liberty
C as
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as 1s confiftent with the {tate of man-
kind. And I think experience {hews,
that the higheft offices of all, equW'L-
lent to that of kmg, ought to be, in {fome
meafure, hereditary, as in England ; elec-
tive monarchies having generally been
the theatres of cabal, confufion, and

mifery.

It muftbeacknowledged, however, tobe

exceedingly hazardous to the iberties of
a people, to have any ofhice of importance

frequently filled by the fame perfons, or
their defcendants. The boundaries of
very great power can never be {fo exadl-
ly defined, -but that, when it becomes
the intereft of men to extend them, and
when {o ﬂattermg an obje&t is kept a
long time 1n view, opportunities will be
found for the purpofe. What nation
would not have been enflaved by the un-
‘controverted {fucceflion of only three fuch
princes as Henry IV. of France, Henry
VII. of England, or the prefent king of
‘Prufia ! The more accomph{hed and
- glorious they were as warriors, or {tatef-

men, the more dangerous would they
be
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be as prences, in free ftates. It is nothing
but the continual fear of a revolt, in fa-
vour of fome rival, that could keep fuch
princes within any bounds ; 1. e. that
could make it their intereft to court the
favour of the people.

Hereditary nobles ftand in the fame
nredicament with hereditary princes.
The long continuance of the fame par-
liaments have alfo the fame tendency.
And had not thefe things, together with
an independent ecclefiaftical power, been
wonderfully balanced in our conftitu-
tion, 1t could never have ftood fo long.
The more complex any machine 1s, and
the more nicely 1t 1s fitted to anfwer its
purpofe, the more liable it 1s to diforder.
The more avenues there are to arbitrary
power, the more attention it requires to
guard them; and with all the vigilance
of the people of thefe nations, they have
more than once been obliged to have re-
courfe to the fword. The liberties we
now enjoy, precarious as they are, have

not been purchaied without blood.

Thdugh it be very evident that no of>
C2 fice



20 POLITICAL LIBERTY.

fice of great truft and power fhould be
fuffered to continue a long time in the
{fame hands, the {fucceflion might be o
rapid, that the remedy would be worfe

than the difeafe. With refpedt to this

nation, it {eems to be agreed, that Jep-
tenmal parliaments have brought our li-

berties into very eminent hazard, and
that ¢ricamal, if not annual parliaments
would be better. Indeed {eptennial par-
liaments were at firft a dire¢t ufurpation
of the rights of the people: for, by the
{fame authority that one parliament pro-
longed their own power to {feven years,
they might have continued it to twice
feven, or, like the parliament in 1641,
have made 1t perpetual. The bulk of
the people never {ee the moft obwvious
tendencies of things, or {o flagrant a vio-
lation of the conftitution would never
have been {fuffered. But whereas a gene-
ral clamour might have prevented the
evil, it may require fomething more to
redrefs it,

But though the exa& medium of po-
litical liberty, with refpe@ either to the
properity
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property of men in offices of truft, or to
their continuance in power, be not eafily
fixed, it is not of much confequence to
do it ; fince a confiderable degree of per-
feGtion in government will admit of great
varieties 1n this refpe ; and the extreme
of political flavery, which excludes all
perfons, except one, or a very few, from
having accefs to the chief magiftracy, or
from having votes in the choice of magi-

firates, and which keeps all the power
of the ftate in the {fame hands, or the
fame families, 1s eafily marked out, and
the fatal effelts of it are very flriking,
For {uch is the ftate of mankind, that
perfons pofiefled of unbounded power
will generally a& as if they forgot the
proper nature and defign of their ftation,
and purfue their own intereft, though
it be oppofite to that of the community
at large, o

Provided thofe who make laws fub-
mit to them themf{elves, and, with refpe&
to taxes in particular, fo long as thofe
who 1mpofe them bear an equal fhare
with the reft of the community, there

C 3 will
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will be no complaint. But 1 all cafes,
when thofe who lay the tax upon others
exempt themfelves, there is #yranny ; and
the man whofubmits to a tax of a penny,
levied in this manner, is liable to have

the laft penny he has extorted from him,

Men of equal rank and fortune with
thafe who ufually compofe the Englifh
houfe of Commons have nothing to fear
from the impofition of taxes, {o long as
there 1s any thing like rotation 1n that of-
fice ; becaufe thofe who impofe them are
liable to pay them themf{elves, and are
no better able to bear the burden ; but
perfons of lower rank, and efpecially
‘thofe who have no votes in the eleéion
of members, may have reafon to fear,
becaufe an unequal part or the burden
may be laid npon them, They are ne-
ceflarily a diftinct order 1n the communi-
ty, and have no direct method of con-
troling the meafures of the legiflature,
Our increafing game-laws have all the
appearance of the haughty decrees of a
tyrant, who facrifices every thing to his
own plealure and caprice,

| Upon
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Upon thele principles 1t 1s evident, that
there muit have been a grofs inattention

to the very firft principles of liberty, to

{fay nothing worle, 1n the firft {cheme of
taxing the mhabitants of Americain the

Britith parhament.

But if there be any truth in the prin-
ciples above laid down, it muft be a
fundamental maxim in all governments,
that 1f any man hold what is called a

high rank, or enjoy privileges, and pre-

rogatives 1 a ftate, it is becaufe the

sood of the ftate requires that he fhould
hold that rank, or enjoy thofe privi-
leges ; and {uch perfons, whether they
be called kings, {enators, or nobles; or
by whatever names, or titles, they be
dittinguithed, are, to all intents and pur-
pofes, the fervants of the public, and ac-

countable to the people for the difcharge
of their refpetive oflices.

If fuch magiftrates abufe their truft,
in the people, therefore, lies the right
of depofing, and confequently of punifbing
them, And the only reafon why abufes

which

/
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which have crept into offices have been
connived at, 1s, that the correGting of
them, by having recourfe to firft
principles, and the people taking into
their own hands their right to appoint
or change their ofhicers, and to afcer-
tain the bounds of their authority, is
far from being eafy, except in {mall
{tates ; {o that the remedy would often
be worfe than the difeafe.

- But, in the largeft ftates, 1f the a-
bufes of government fhould, at any time
be great and mamifeft ; if the {ervants
of the people, forgetting their maflers,
and their mafters’ intereft, thould purfue
a {feparate one of their own; if, inftead
of confideringthat they are made for the
people, they fhould confider the peo-
ple as made for them ; if the oppreffi-
ons and violations of right fhould be
great, flagrant, and univerfally refented;
if the tyrannical governors {hould have
no friends but a few fycophants, who
had long preyed upon the vitals of
their fellow citizens, and who might
be expe&ed to defert a government,
| whenever
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whenever their interefts {hould be de-
tached from 1it: 1if, in confequence of
thefe circamfitances, it ‘thould become
manifeft, that the rilque, which would
berun in attempting a revolution would
be trifling, and the evils which might
be apprehended from it, were far lefs
than thofe which were actually {uffered,
and which were daily increafing; in
the name of God, I afk, what princi-
ples are thofe, which ought to reftrain
an 1njured and infulted people from af-
ferting their natural rights, and from
changing, or even punifhing their go-
vernors, that is their fervants, who had
abufed their truft; or from altering the
whole form of their government, if it

appeared to be of a {tructure fo 11able
to abufe?

To fay that thele forms of govern-
ment have been long eftablifhed, and
that thefe oppreflions have been long
fuffered, without any complaint, is to
fupply the ftrongeft argument for their
abolition, Lawyers, who are governed

by rules and precedents, are very apt to
fall
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fall into miftakes, in determining what is
right and lawful, 1n cafes which are,
in their own nature, prior to any
fixed laws or precedents. The only rea-
fon for the authority of precedents and
general rules 1n matters of law and go-
vernment, 1s, that all perfons may know
what s /aw ; which they could not do
if the adminiftration of 1t was not uni-
form, and the {ame in fimilar cafes.
But if the precedents and general rules
themfclves be a greater grievance than
the violation of them, and the eftablifh-
ment of better precedents, and better
general rules, what becomes of their
obligation? The neceflity of the thing,
1 the changing courfe of human affairs,
obliges all governments to alter their
general rules, and to {et up new prece-
dents in affairs of lefs importance; and
why may not a proportionably greater
neceflity plead as frongly for the alte-
ration of the moft general rules, and
for {etting up new precedents 1n matters
of the greateft confequence, aflecting the
moft fundamental principles ¢f any go-
vernment, and the diftribution of power
among its {feveral members : No-
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Nothing can more juftly excite the in-
dignation of an honeft and opprefled ci-

tizen, than to hear a prelate, who en-
joys a confiderable benefice, under a cor-

rupt government, pleading for its fup-
port by thofe abominable perverfions of

{cripture, which have been too common
on this occafion ; as by urging 1in its fa-
vour that paflage of St. Paul, The powers

which be are ordamed of God, and others
of a fimilar import. It 1s a fufficient an-

fwer to fuch an abfurd quotation as this,
that for the fame reafon, the powers

which «w:ill be will be ordained of God
alfo.

Something, indeed, might have been
+ faid 1n favour of the doétrines of pafive

obedrence and non-refiffance, at the time
when they were fir{t {tarted ; but a man

muft be infatuated who willnot renounce
them now. The Jefuits, about two cen-
turies ago, in order to vindicate their
kiug-killing principles, happened, among
other arguments, to make ufe of this great
and juft principle, that all cevil power s
wltimately
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ultimately derwved from the people : and
their adverfaries, inEngland, and elfe-
where, inftead of fhewing how they
abufed and perverted that fundamental
principle of all government in the cafe
in queftion,did, what difputants warmed
with controver{y are very apt to do;
they denied the principle itfelf, and main-
tained that all civil power is derived from
God, as if the Jewilh theocracy had
been eftablilhed throughout the whole
world. From this maxim it was a clear
confequence, thatthe governments, which
at any time fubfift, being the ordinance
of God, and the kings which arc at any
time upon the throne, being the vicege-

-~ rents of God, muft not be oppofed.

So long as there were recent examples
of good kings depofed, and {ome of them
maflacred by wild enthufafts, {fome in-
dulgence might be allowed to thofe
warm, but weak friends of {ociety, who
would lay hold of any principle, which,
however ill founded, would fupplyan ar~
gument for more effeGually preferving

the public peace ; but to maintan the
{fame
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fame abfurd principles at this day, when
the danger from which they {ferved to
fhelter us 1s over, and the heat of contro-
verfy is abated, fhews the ftrongeft and
moft blameable prepofleflion. Writers
in defence of them do not deferve a feri-
riousanfwer : and to alledge thofe princi-
ples in favour of a corrupt government,
which nothing canexcuie but their being

brought in favour of a good one, is un-
pardonable.

The hiftory of this controver{y about
the doétrine of paflive obedience and
non-refiftance, affords a ftriking example
of the danger of having recourfe to
falfe principles in controver{y.- They
may fervea particular turn, but, in other
cafes, may be capable of the moft dan-
serous application ; whereas univerfal
truth will, in all poflible cafes, have the
beft confequences, and be ever favourable
to the true interefts of mankind.

It will be {aid, that it 1s opening a door
to rebellon, to allert that magifirates,
abufing their power, may be fet afide by

the
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the people, who are of courfe their own
judges when that power 1s abufed. May
not the people, it is faid, abuie their
power, as well as their governors? | an-
" {wer, 1t 1s very poilible they may abufe
their power: itis poflible they may ima-
gine themfelves opprefled when they are
not: it is poflible that' their animofity
may be artfully and unreafonably in-
flamed, by ambitous and enterprifing
men, whoie views are often beft an{wered
by popuiar tumults and infurrections;
and the people may {uffer in confequence
of their folly and precipitancy. But what
man 18 there, or what body of men
(whofe right to direct their own condu&
was never called in queftion) but are
liable to be impofed upon, and to fuffer
in coniequence of their miftaken appre-
henfions and precipitate condut?

With refpet to large focieties, 1t 15
very 1mprobable, that the people thould
be too {foon alarmed, {o as to be driven
to thele extremities. In fuch cafes, the
power of the government, that is, of
the governors, muft be very extenfive

| and
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and arbitrary ; and the power of the peo-
ple fcattered, and difficult to be united;
fo that, if a man have common fenfe, he
will fee it to be madnefs to propofe,
or tolay any meafures fora general infur-
reCtion againft the' government, except in
cafe of very general and great opprefli-
on. Evén patriots, infuch circumftances,
will confider, that prefentevils alwaysap-
pear greater in confequenceof their being
prefent; but that the future evils of a re-
volt, and a temporary anarchy, may be
much greater than are apprehended at a
diftance. They will, alfo, confider, that
unlefs their meafures be perfectly well
laid, and their fuccefs decifive, ending in
a change, not of men, but of things ; not
of governors, but of the rules and ad-
miniftration of government, they will
only rivet their chains the fafter; and

bring upon themf{elves and their country
tenfold ruin.

So obvious are thefe difficulties, that
lie in the way of procuring redrefs of
grievances by force of arms, thatI think
we may fay, without exception, that in

all
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all cafes of hoftile oppofition to govern-
ment, the people muit have been in the
right ; and that nothing but very great
oppreilion could drive them to fuch def-
perate meafures. The bulk of a people
{cldom fo much as complain without rea-
{on, becaufe they never think of com-
plaining tll they fee/; {o that, in all
cafes of diflatisfattion with government,
it 1s moft probable, that the people are
injured.

The cafe, I own, may be otherwife in
ftates of fmall extent, where the power
of the governors 1s comparatively {fmall,
and the power of the people great, and
{oon united. Thefe fears, therefore, may
be prudent in Venice, in Genoa, or in the
fmall cantons of Switzerland ; but it were

to the laft degree, abfurd to extend them
to Great-Britain.

The Enghih hiftory will inform wus,
that the people of this country have
always borne extreme oppreflion, for a
long time before there has appeared any
danger of a general infurrection -againit

| the
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the government. What a feries of en-
croachments upon their rights did even
the feudal barons, whofe number was
not very confiderable, and whofe power
was great, bear from William the Con-
queror, and his fucceflors, before they
broke out 1nto aétual rebellion on that ac~
count, as 1n the reignsof king John, and
Henry the third ! And how much were
the loweft orders of the poor commons
trampled upon with impunity by both,
till a much later period ; when, all the
while, they were {o far from attempting
any refiftance, or even complaining of
the grofs infringements of their rights,
that they had not {fo much as the idea of
their having any rights to be trampled
upon ! After' the people had begun to
acquire property, independence, and an
idea of their natural rights, how long did_
they bear a load of old and new oppref-
fions under the Tudors, but more efpe-
cially under the Stuarts, before they
broke out into what the friends of arbi-
trary power affe& to call the grand re-
bellion ! And how great did that obfti-
nate civil war thow the power of the

D king,
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king to be, notwithftanding the moft
intolerable and wanton abufe of it! At
the clofe of the year 1642, it was more
probable that the king would have pre-
vailed than the parhament; and his fuc-
cefs would have been certain, if his con-
duét had not been as weak, as 1t was

wicked.

So great was the power of the crown,
that after the reftoration, Charles the
fecond was tempted to act the fame part
with his father, and a&ually did it, in a
great meafure, with impunity ; till, a:
laft, he was even able to reign without
parliaments ; and if he had lived much
longer, he would, in all probability, have
been as arbitrary as the king of France.
His brother James the {econd, had al-
moft fubverted both the civil and reli-
oious liberties of his country, in the
fhort fpace of four years, and might
have done it completely, if he could
have been content to have proceeded
with more caution ; nay, he'might have
fucceeded . notwithftanding his precipi-
tancy, if the divine being had not, at
| that
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that critical time, raifed up William the
third, of glorious memory, for our deli-
verance. But, God be thanked, the go-

vernment of this country, 1s now fixed

upon {0 good and firm a bafis, and 1s {o

generally acquiefced in, that they are

only the mere tools of a court party, or.
the narrow minded bigots among ‘the””

inferior clergy, who, to ferve the1;lown

low purpofes, do-now and then pro~

mote the cry, that the church or the

ftate is 1n danger.

As to what is called the crime of re-
bellon, we have nothing to do either
with the name, or the thing, in the cafe
before us. That term, if i1t admit of
any definition, 1s an attempt to {fubvert
a lawful government ; but the queftion
is, whether an oppreflive government,
though 1t have been ever io long efta~
blithed, can be a lawful one; or, to
cutoff all difpute aboutwords, if lawful,
legal, and conftitutional, be maintained
to be the fame thing, whether the law-
ful, legal, and conftitutional govern-

ment be a good government, or one 1n
D 2 7 which
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which fufficient provifion is made for the
happinefs of the fubjects of 1t. If it fail
in this eflential charaéer, refpecting the
true end and object of all civil govern-
ment, no other property or title, with
which itmay bedignified, oughttofhelter
it from the generous attack of the noble
and daring patriot, If the bold attempt
be precipitate, and unfuccefsful, the
tyrannical government, will be fure to
term 1t rebellion, but that cenfure can-
not make the thing itfelf lefs glorious.
The memory of {fuch brave, though un-
fuccefsful and unfortunate friends of li-
berty, aud of the rights of mankind, as
that of Harmodius and Ariftogiton
among the Athenians, and Ruffel and
Sidney 1n our own couatry, will be
had in everlafting honour by their grate-
ful fellow citizens ; and hiﬁ:ory will {peak
another language than laws.

If it be afked how far a people may
lawfully go 1n punifhing their chief
magiftrates, I anfwer that, if the enor-
mity of the offence (which is of the fame

extent as the injury done to the public)
be
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be confidered, any punifhment is jufti-
fiable that a man can incur in human {o-
ciety. It may be faid, there are no
laws to punith thofe governors, and we
muft not condemn perfons by laws made
ex poft facto 5 for this conduét will vindi~
cate the moit obnoxious meafures of the
moit tyrannical adminiftration. But I
anfwer, that this 1s a cafe, 1n its own na-
ture, prior to the eftablifhment of any
laws whatever ; as 1t affe&ts the very
being-of {ociety, and defeats the prin-
cipal ends for which recourfe was origi-
nally had toit. There may be no hixed
law againft an open invader,whoihould
attempt to {eize upon a country, with a
view to enflave all its inhabitants ; but
muft not theinvaderbe apprehended, and
even put to death, though he have broken
no exprefs law then in being, or none
of which he was properly apprized ?
And why fhould a man, who takes the
advantage of his being king, or gover-
nor, to fubvert the laws and liberties ot
his country, be confidered in any other
light than that of a foreign invader?
Nay his crime 1is much more atrocious,
as
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as he was appointed the guardian of the
Jaws and liberties, which he f{ubverts,
and which he was, therefore, under the
{trongeft obligation to maintain.

In a cafe, therefore, of this highly

criminal nature, falus popul: fuprema eft
lex. 'That muft be done which the good
of the whole requires; and, generally,

kings depofed, banifhed, or imprifoned,
are highly dangerous to a nation ; be-
caufe, let them have governed ever {o 1ill,
it will be the intereft of {fome to be

their partifans, and to attach themfelves
to their caufe.

It will be fuppofed, that thefe ob{er-
vations have a reference to what pafled
in England in the year 1648, Let 1t be
{fuppofed. Surely a man, and an En-
olifhman, may be at liberty to give his
opinion, freelv and without difguife, con-
cerning a tranfaction of fo old a date.
Charles the firft, whatever he was in his
private character, which is out of the
queftion here, was certainly a very bad
king of England. During a courfe of

many
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many years, and notwithftanding re-
peated remonftrances, he governed by
maxims utterly {fubverfive of the funda-
mental and free confiitution of this
country ; and, therefore, he deferved
the fevereft punifhment, If he was
mifled by his education, or his friends,
he was, like any other criminal, in the
fame circumitances, to be pitied, but
by no means to be fpared on that ac-
count. |

From the nature of things i1t was ne-
ceflary that the oppofition fhould begin
from a few, who may, therefore, be
ftiled a faction ; but after the civil war
(which neceflarily enfued from the king’s
obftinacy, and in which he had given
repeated inftances of diflimulation and
treachery) there was evidently no fafety,
either for the faCuon or the nation, {hort
of his death. Itis to be regretted, that
the fituation of things was f{uch, that the
{fentence could notbe pafled by the whole
nation, or their reprefentatives, {folemnly
aflembled for that purpofe. 1 am fenfi-
ble indeed, that the generality of the na-

- tion,
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tion, at that time, would not have vot-
ed the death of thewr fovereign; but
this was not owing to any want of a juft
{enfe of the wrongs he had done them,
but to an opinion of the facrednefs of king-
ly power, from which very few of the
friends of liberty in thofe times, efpeci-
ally among the Prefbyterians, who were
the majority, could intirely diveft them-
{elves. Such a tranfaétion would have
been an 1immortal honour to this coun-
try, whenever that fuperftitious notion
{hall be obliterated: A notion which
has been extremely ufeful in the infant
{tate of {ocieties; but which, like other
fuperftitions, fubfifts long after it hath
cealed to be of ufe.

The fum of what hath been advanced
upon this head, 1s a maxim, than which
nothmg 1s more true, that every govern-
ment, w its original pr mczp[e: and antece-
dent to its prefent form, s an equal repub-
lic ; and, ponfequently, that every man,
when he comes to be fenfible of his na-
tural rights, and to feel his own impor-

tance, will confider himfelf as fully e-
qual
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qual to any other perfon whatever. The
confideration of riches and power, how-
ever acquired, muft be entirely fet afide,
when we come to thele firft principles.
The very 1dea of property, or right of
any kind, 1s founded upon a regard to
the general good of the fociety, under
whole protection 1t 1s enjoyed ; and no-
thing 1s properly a man's own, but what
general rules, which have for their ob-
ject the good of the whole, give to him.
To whomioever the {ociety delegates its
power, 1t 1s delegated to them for the
more ealy management of public affairs,
and 1n order to make the more effe¢tual
provifion for the happinefs of the whole.
Whoever enjoys property, or riches in
the ftate, enjoys them for the good of the
ftate, as well as for himfelf; and when-
ever thofe powers, riches, or rights of any

kind, are abufed, to the injury of the
whole, that awful and ultimate tribu-

nal, in which every citizen hath an e-
. qual voice, may demand the refignation
of them ; and 1n circumftances, where
regular commiflions from this abufed

public cannot be had, every man, who
has
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has power, and who is actuated with the

fentiments of the public, may aflume a
public charater, and bravely redrefs
public wrongs. In{uch difmal and cri-
tical circumftances, the ftifled voice of
an opprefled country is a loud.call upon
every man, poflefled with a {pirit of pa-
triotifm, to exert himfelf ; and whenever
that voice fhall be at liberty, 1t will ra-
. tify and applaud the acion, which it
could not formally authorize.

In large ftates, this ultimate feat of
power, this tribunal to which les an
appeal from every other, and from which
no appeal can even be imagined, 1s too
much hid, and kept out of {ight by the
prefent complex forms of government,
which derive their authority from it
Hence hath arifen a want of clear-
nefs and confiftency in the language of
the friends of hiberty. Hence the pre-
pofterous and {lavilh maxim, that
whatever 1s enacted by that body of
men, in whom the fupreme power of
the ftate 1s vefted, muft, in all cafes, be
implicitly obeyed ; and that no attempt

{0
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to repeal an unjuft law can be vindi-
cated, beyond a fimple remonftrance
addrefled to the legiflators. A cafe,
which is very intelligible, but which
can never happen, will demonftrate the
abfurdity of fuch a maxim,

Suppofe the king of England, and the
two houfes of parliament, {hould make
a law, 1n all the ufual forms, to exempt
the members of either houfe from pay-
ing taxes to the government, or to take
to themlelves the property of their fel-
low citizens. A law like this would o-
~pen the eyes of the whole nation, and
{how them the true principlcs of go-
vernment, and the power of governors.
- The nation would {ee that the moft
regular governments may become ty-
- rannical, and their governors oppreflive,
by feparating their intereft from that
of the people whom they govern.
Such a law would fhow them’ to be but
{ervants, and {ervants who had fhame-
fully abufed their truft. -In fucha cafe,
every man for himfelf would lay his
hand upon his {word, and the autho-

rity
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rity of the fupreme power of the ftate
would be annihilated.

So plain are thele firft principles of
all government, and political liberty,
that [ will take upon me to fay, it is im-
poilible a man {hould not be convinced
of them, who brings to the fubje& a
mind free from the grofleft and meaneft
prejudices.  Whatever be the form of
any government, whoever be the fupreme
magiftrates, or whatever be their num-
ber ; that 1s, to whomfoever the power
of the fociety 1s delegated, their autho-
rity is, 1n 1ts own nature, reverfible. No
man can be fuppofed to refign his na-
tural liberty, but on conditions. Thefe
conditions, whether they be exprefled or
not, muit be wviolated, whenecver the
plain and obvious ends of government
are not an{wered ; and a delegated power,
perverted from the intention for which
it was beftowed, expires of courfe, Ma-
giftrates therefore, who confult not the
good of the public, and who employ
their power to opprefs the people, are a

public nuifance, and their power is abro-
. g A4 3 e
gated ipfo fallo. This
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This, however, can only be the cafe
:n extreme oppreflion ; when the blef-
fings of focicty and civil government,
great and 1mportant as they are, are
hought too dear ; when it is better not
o be governed at all, than to be go-
verned in {fuch a manner; or, at leaft,
when the hazard of a change of go-
vernment would be apparently the lefs
evil of the two; and, therefore, thefe
occafions rarely occur in-the courfe of
human affairs. It may be afked, what
fhould a people do1in cafe of lefs general
oppreflion, and only particular grie-
vances ; when the deputies of the people

make laws which evidently favour

them{elves, and bear hard upon the
body of the people they reprefent, and
fuch as they would certainly difapprove;
could they be aflembled for that pur-
pofe ! I anfwer, that when this appears
to be very clearly the cafe, as it ought
by all means to do (fince, in many cafes
if the government have not power to
enforce a bad law, 1t will not have
POWer to eufmice a good one) the firft

ftep
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{tep which a wife and moderate people
will take, 1s to make a remoniirance to
the legillature ; and if that be not practi-
cable, or be not heard ; {till, if the coms-
plaints be general, and loud, a wife
prince and miniftry will pay regard to
them ; or they will, at length, be weary
of enforcing a penal law which 1s ge-
nerally abliorred and difregarded ; when
they fee the people will run the rifque
of the punithment, if 1t cannot be evad-
ed, rather than quietly fubmit to the
injunction. And a regard to the good
of fociety will certainly juftify this
conduct of the people.

If an over {crupulous conicience

fhould prevent the people from ex-
prefling their {entiments in this man-

ner, there 1s no method left, until an
opportunity offers of chufing honefter
deputies, 1n which the voice of the lowelt
clalles can be heard, 1n order to obtain
the repeal of an oppreflive law.

Governors will never.be awed by the
voice of the people, {o long as it 1s a
mere
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mere voice, without overt-a&s. The
confequence of thefe {eemingly mode-
rate maxims 15, that a door will be left
opento all kinds of oppreflion, without
any refource or redrefs, till the public
wrongs be accumulated to the degree
above mentioned, when all the world

would juftify the utter fubverfion of the
government.  Thefe maxims, there-
fore, admit of no remedy but the laft,
and moft hazardous of all. But is not
even a mob a lefs evil than a rebellion,
and ougnt the former to be {o feverely
blamed by writers on this {fubje&, when
it may prevent the latter ! Of two evils
of any kind, political as well as others,
it 15 the diCtate of common fenfe to
chufe the lefs. Befides, according to
common notions, avowed by writers
upon morals on lefs general principles,
and by lawyers too, all penal laws give
2 man an alternative, either to abitain
from the altion prohibited, or to take
the penalty.

SECTION
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Of the nature cy" Crvil Lzée?{y 71

general.

T 1s a matter of the greateflt impor-

tance, that we carefully diftinguifh
between the form and the extent of power
N a government ; for many maxiumns in
politics depend upon the one, which
are too generally alcribed to the other.

It is comparatively of {mall confe-

quence, who, or betw many he our gover-
NOrS,
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nors, or how long their office conti-

nues, provided their power be the fame
while they are 1n oflice, and the admini-
{tration be uniform and certain. All the

difference which can arife to ftates from
diverfities, in the number or continu-
ance of governors, can only flow from
the motives and opportunities, which
thofe different circumftances may give
their deputies, of extending, or making
a bad ufe of their power. But whether
a people enjoy more or fewer of their
natural rights,-under any form of go-
vernment, is a matter of the laft impor-
tance; and upon this depends, what, I
{hould chufe to call, the czvil liberty of the
ftate, as diftinét from its political liberty.

If the power of government be very
extenfive, and the fubjells of 1t have,
confequently, little power over their
own actions, that government is tyranni-
cal, and oppreflive ; whether, with re-
fpett to its form, 1t be a monarchy, an
ariftocracy, or even a republic. For the
sovernment of the temporary magi-

{trates of a democracy, or even thelaws
1D | them-
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themfelves may be as tyrannical as the

‘maxims of the molt delpotic monarchy,

and the adminiftration of the 2OVErn-

“ment may be as deftructive of private

happinefs. The only confolation that a
democracy fuggefts in thofe circum-

ftances 1s, that every member of the ftatc

has a chance of arriving ata ihare in the
chief magiftracy, and confequently of
playing the tyrant in his turn; and as
there 1S no government 1n the world {o
perfe@tly democratical, as that every
member of the {tate, without exception,
has a night of being admitted into the
adminiftration, great numbers will be
in the fame condition asif they had lived

“under the moft abfolute monarchy ; and

el L — .l
-

this 1s, in fa&, almoft univerfally the
cafe with the poor, in all governments.

For the {ame reaion, if there were
no fixed laws, but every thing was de-
cided according to the will of the per-
{ons 1n power; who 1s there that would
think 1t of much confequence, whether
his life, his liberty, or his property were
at the mercy of one, of a few, or of a

great
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great number of people, that 1s, of a
mob, liable to the worft of influences.
So far, therefore, we may fafely {fay,
with- Mr. Pope, that tbofe governments
which are beft admimfiered are beff :—that
is, provided the power of government
be moderate, and leave a man the moft
valuable of his private rights ; provided
the laws be certainly known to every
one, and the adminiftration of them be
uniform, it 1s of no confequence how
many, or how few perfons are employed
m the adminiftration. But it muft beal-
lowed, that there 1s not the fame chance
for the continuance of fuch laws, and of
fuch an adminiftration, whether the pow-
er be lodged 1n few, or in more hands.

The governments now fubfifting in
Furope differ widely in their forms ; but
it is certain, that the prefent happinefs

of the fubje&s of them can by no means
be eftimated by a regard to that circum-

ftance only. It depends chiefly upon
the power, the extent, and the maxims
of government, refpeéting perfonal fe-
curity, private property, &c. and on the

E 2 cer=
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J
certainty and uniformity of the admi-
niftration. |

Civil liberty has been greatly impaired
by an abufe of the maxim, that the
. joint underftanding of all the members
of a ftate, properly colledted, muft be
preferable to that of individuals ; and
confequently that the more the cafes are,
in which mankind are governed by this
united reafon of the whole community,
{o much the better ; whereas, in truth,
the greater part of human actions are of
{uch 2 nature, that more 1nconvenience
wouid follow from their being fixed by
laws, than from their being left to every
man’s arbitrary will.

We may be affifted in conceiving the
nature of this {pecies of hberty, by con-
{idering what 1t 1s that men propofc to
galn Dy entering into {ociety. Now it
15 evident, that we are not ied to wilh
for a ftate of fociety by the want of any
thing that we can conveniently procure
for ourfelves. Asaman, and a member
of civil {ociety, I am defirous to receive

' fuch
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fuch aflitance as numbers can give to -
dividuals, but by nomeans that affiftance
which numbers, as {uch, cannot give to
1ndividuals 3 and, leaft of all, fuch asin-
dividuals are better qualified to impart
to numbers. There are many things
refpeCting human happinefs that pro-
perly fall under the two laft mentioned
clafles, and the great difhculty concern-
ing the due extent of civil government
lics in diftinguifhing the objects that be-
long to thefe clalles. Little difficulty,
however, has, in fa&t, arilen from the
nature of the things, 1 comparifon of
the difficulties that have been occafioned
by 1ts being the intereft of men to com-
bine, confound, and perplex them.

As far as mere flrength can go, 1t 15 e-
vident, that numbers may affift an indi-
vidual, and this {feems to have been the
firlt, if not the only reafon for having
recourfe to fociety. If I be injured, and
not able to redrefs my own wrongs, I
alk help of my neighbours and acquain-
tance ; and occafions may arife, in which

the more aflitance I can procure, the
better
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better.. But 1 can feldom want the af-
fiftance of numbers 1n managing my
domeftic affairs, which require nothing
but my own conftant in{pection, and the
immediate application of my own facul-
ties. In this cafe, therefore, any attempt
of numbers to aflift me, would only oc-

calion embarrafiment and diftrefs. -

For the purpofe of finding out #ruth,
individuals are always employed to af-
ift multitudes ; for, notwithftanding it
be probable, that more difcoveries will
be made by a number of perfons than
by one perfon ; and though one perfon
may aflilt another in fuggefting and per-
fe¢ting any improvements in {cience ;
yet {till they all act as mdependent indivi-
duals, giving voluntary information and
advice. For whenever numbers have
truth or knowledge for their objeé, and
at as a colieve body, 1. e. authorito-
trvely, 1o that no fingle perfon can have
power to determine any thing till the
majority have been brought to agree to
it, the interefts of knowledge will cer-
tainly fuffer? there 15 {o little profpest

of
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of the prejudices of the many giving
way to the better judgment of an indi-
vidual. Here, there 1s a cafe, in which
{fociety muit always be benefited by in-
dividuals, as fuch, and not by numbers,
in a colle¢tive capacity. It is leaft of
all, therefore, for the advancement of
knowledge, that I fhould be induced to

wih for the authoritative interpolition
of {ociety.

In this manner it might not be a very
difficult thing, for candid and impartial
perfons, to fix reafonable bounds for the
mterpofition of laws and government.
They are defective when they leave an
individual deftitute of that afliftance
which they could procure for him, and
they are burdenfome and oppreflive ;1. .
injurious to the natural rights and civil

libertics of mankind, when they lay a
‘man under unneceflary reftrictions, by
“controling his condu&, and preventing
him from ferving himfelf, with refpect
to thofe things, in which they can yield
him no real afliftance, and in providing

for which heis in no danger of injuring
others. This
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This queftion may befarther illuftrated
by two pretty juft comparifons. Magi-
{trates are the fervants of the public, and
therefore the ufe of them may be illu-
{trated by that of {ervants. Now let a
“man’s fortune or his incapacity be fuch
that his dependence on {ervants 1s ever {o
great; there muit be many things thac
he will be obliged to do for himfelf, and
in which any attempt to affift him would
only embarrafs and diftrefs him ; and in
many cales 1n which perfons 4o make
ufe of fervants, they would be much
more at their eafe, if their fituation would
allow them to do without their afliftance.
If magiftrates be confidered in the more
refpeCtable light of reprefenitatives and
deputies of the people, 1t fhould likewife
be confidered, that there are many cafes,
in which 1t is more convenient for a man
to act  perfon than by any deputation
whatever.,

In fome reipects, however, it muit be
acknowledged, that the proper extent ot
civil government is not eahly circum-

{cribed
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{cribed within exact limits. That the
happinefs of the whole community
is the ultimate end of government
can never be doubted, and all claims
of individuals inconfiftent with the
public good are abfolutely null and
void ; but there 1s a real difhculty 1n
dctermining what general rules,.refpeét-
ing the extent of the power of govern-
ment, or of governors, are moft condu-
cive to the public good.

Some may think 1t beft, that the le-
siflature fhould make exprefs provifion
for every thing which can even indirect-
ly, remotely, and confequentially, affect
the public good ; while others may think
it beft, that every thing, which s not
properly of a civil nature, fhould be
entirely overlooked by the civil magi-
{trate; that 1t is for the advantage of
the {ociety, upon the whole, that all
thofe things be left to take their own
natural courfe, and that the legiflature

cannot 1nterfere in them, without de-
feating its own great object, the public
200(.

We
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We are {o little capable of arguing

a prior: in matters of government, that
it {hould feem, experiments only can
determine how far this power of the le-
giflature ought to extend ; and 1t {hould
likewife {feem, that, tull a {ufficient
number of experiments have been made,
it becomes the wildom of the civil ma-
-giftracy to take as little upon 1ts hands
as poflible, and never to interfere, with-
out the greateft caution, in things that
do not immediately affe&t the lives, li-
berty, or property of the members of
the community ; that civil magiftrates
{hould hardly ever be moved to exert
themielves by the mere ‘fendencies of
thimgs, thofe tendencies are generally
fo vaguz, and often {o imaginary ; and
that nothing but a mamifeft and urgent
necellity (of which, however, themfelves
are, to be f{ure, the only judges) can
juftify them 1n extending their authority |
to whatever has no more than a tenden-
cy, though the {trongeft potlible, to dif-
turb the tranquility and happinels of the

flate,
There
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There can be no doubt but that
any people, forming themfelves into
a fociety, may fubje&t themfelves to
whatever refiriCtions they pleafe; and
confequently, that the fupreme civil
magiftrates, on whom the whole power
of the {ociety 1s devolved, may make
what laws they pleafe; but the queltion
is, what reftrictions and laws are wife,
and calculated to promote the public
good ; for fuch only are juft, right, and,
properly {peaking, lawful.

Political and civil liberty, as before
explained, though very diiferent, have,
however, a very near and manifeft con- |
neCtion ; and the former is the chief
guard of the latter, and on that account,
principally, it 1s valuable, and worth
contending for. If all the political power
of this country were lodged in the hands
of one perfon, and the government
~ thereby changed into an ab{olute mo-
narchy, the people would find no dif-
ference, provided the {ame laws, and
the{ame adminiftration, which now fub-

fift,
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ift, were continued. But then, the
people, having no political iberty, would
have no fecurity for the continuance of

- the {fame laws, and the fame adminiftra-
tion. They would have no guard for

their civil liberty, The monarch, having
1t 1 his option, might not chufe to con-
tinue the fame laws, and the {ame ad-
minifiration. He might fancy it to be
tor his own intereft to alter them, and
to abridge his {ubjects in their private
rights 5 and, 1 general, 1t may be de-
pended upon, tnat governors will not
confult the 1nterelt of the people, except
it be their own intereft too, becaunfe go-
vernors are butmen. But whilea num-
ber of the people have a thare in the
legiilature, fo as to be able to control
the fupreme magiftrate, there is a great
probability that things will continue in
a good ftate. For the more political li-
berty the people have, the fafer is their
civil iberty.

There may, however, be fome kind of
guard for civil hberty, independent of
that which is properly called political.

fer
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For the fupreme magiftrate, though, 70~
sinally, he have all the power of the
ftate in his hands, and, without violat-
ing any of the forms of the conftitution,
may cnact and execute what laws he
pleafes ; yet his circumitances may be
{uch, as {hall lay him under what is e-
quivalent to a natural zmpoffibility of do-
ing what he would chufe. And I do not
here mean that kind of reftraint, which
all arbitrary princes are under, from: the
fear of a revolt of their {fubjects ; which
15 often the confequence of great oppref-

fion; but from whatmay be called the
fpirit of ibe fumes.

Magiftrates, being men, cannot but
have, 1n {fome meafure, the feelings of
other men. They could not, therefore,
be happy themfelves, if they were con-
{cious that their condudt expofed them:
to univerfal hatred and contempt. Nei-
ther can they be altogether indifferent to
the light in which their chara&ers and
conduét will appear to pofterity. For
their own {akes, therefore, they will ge-
nerally pay {fomeregard to the fentiments
of their people. The
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The more civilized any eountry is, the
more cffectual will this kind of guard to
political liberty prove ; becaufe, 1n thofe
circumitances, a fenfe of juftice and ho-
nour have got firmer hold of the minds
of men; 1o that a violation of them
would be more fenhbly felt, and more
generally and ftrongly refented. For
this reafon, a gentleman of fafhion and

" fortune has much lefs to dread in France,
or in Denmark, than in Turkey. The
confifcation of an overgrown rich man’s
effe@s, without any caufe afligned,
would make no great noife 1n the latter;
whereas in thofe countries, in which the
forms of law and liberty have been long
eftablifhed, they neceflarily carry with
them more or lefs of the fubflance alio.

There 1s not, I believe, any country
in Europe, in which a man could be
condemned, and his effe@s confilcated,
but a crimemuft be alledged, and a pro-
cels of law be gone through. The con-
firmed habit of thinking in thele coun-

tries is fuch, that no prince could dif=
pende
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penfe with thefe formalities. He would
be deemed wnfane, if he thould attempt to
do otherwife ; the fucceflion would be
fet afide in favour of the next heir, by
the general confent of the people, and
the revolution would take place without
blood fhed. No perfon ftanding near
any European prince would hefitate what
to do, if his fovereign {hould attempt to
cut off a man’s head, out of mere wan-
ronnefs and fport, a thing that would
only firike the beholders with awe in
fome foreign courts.

Should the Englifh government be-
come arbitrary, and the people, difguft~
ed with the conduct of their parliaments,

do what the people of Denmark have
done, chufe their fovereign for their

perpetual reprefentative, and furrender
into his hands all the power of {late;
the forms of a free government havebeen
{o long eftablithed, that the moft artful
tyrant would be a long time before he
could render life and property as preca-
rious as it 1s even in France. 'The trial
by juries, in oxdinary cafes, would ftand

o
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a long time; the babeas corpus would,
gencrally at leaft, continue 1n force, and
all executions would be in public.

[t may be queftioned whether the
progrefs to abfolute flavery and infecu-
rity would be more rapid, if the king
were nonunally arbitrary, or only wirtu-
~ally {fo, by uniformly influencing the
houfe of Commons.

In {ome refpelts, {o large a body of
men would venture upon things which
no fingle perfon would chufe to do of
his own authority ; and {o long as they

had little intercourfe but with one ano-
ther, they would not be much affe@ted
with the fenfe of fear or thame. One

may {afely fay, that no fingle member
of the houfe would have had the af-

furance to decide as the majority have
often done, in cales of controverted e-
leClions.

~ But, on the other hand, as the mem-
bers of the houfe of Commons necefla-

rily fpend a great part of the {fummer
months



CIVIL LIBERTY. 6

months with therr friends in the country,
they could not ifhew their faces after
pafing an act, by which gentlemen like
them{elves, or even their electors, thould
be much aggrieved ; though they may
now and then opprefs the poor by un-
reafonable game acts, &c. becaufe they
never conver{e with any of the poorexcept
their immediate dependants, who would
not chufe to remonitrate on the {fubject.

Befides, fo long as the members of
parliament are elected, though only once
in {feven years, thofe of them that are
really chofen by the people can have no
chance of being re-eleted but by pleaf-
ing the people; and many of them
would not chule to reduce themfelves
and their pofterity, out of the houfe, to
a worfe condition than they originally
were. Let them be ever {o obfequious
to a court, they will hardly chufe to de-

prive themfelves of all power of glvmg
- any thing for the future.

Independent, therefore, of all convic-

ton of mind, there muft be a mmmz‘y
B in
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in the houfe, whofe clamour and oppo-
fition will impede the progrefs of tyran-
ny; whereas a king, {urrounded by his
guards, and a cringing nobility, has no
check. 1If, however, he be a man of
{enfe, and read hiftory, he may compre-
hend the various caufes of the extreme
infecurity of defpotic princes; many of
whom have appeared 1n all the pomp of
power 11 the morning, and have been
in prifon, without eyes, or maffacred,
and dragged about the fireets beforc
night.

At all adventures, I {hould think it
more wife to bear with a tyrannical par-
liament, though a more expenfive mode
of {ervitude for the prefent, than an ar-
bitrary prince. So long as there 15 a
power that can nommnally put a negative
upon the proceedings of the court, there
is fome chance, that circumitances may
arife, in which the prince may not be
able to influence them. They may lee
the nece/fity, if not the wifdom of com-
plying with the juft defires of the peo-

ple ; and by pafling a few fundamentally
good
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good laws, true freedom may be efta-
blifhed for ages; whereas, were the old
forms of conftitutional liberty once abo-

lifhed, as 1in France, there would be little
hope of their revival.

Whenever the houfe of Commons
thall be {o abandonedly corrupt,asto join
with the court in abolifhing any of the
effential forms of the conflitution, or effec-
tually defeating the great purpofes of it,
let every Englifhman, beforeit be too late,
re-perufe the hiftory of his country, and
do what Englithmen are renowned for
having formerly done in the {ame cir-
cumitances.

Where civil Iiberty 15 intirely divefted
of its natural guard, political liberty,
[fhould not hefitate to prefer the govern-
ment of one, to that of a number; be-
caufe a {enfe of thame would have lefs
influence upon them, and they would
keep one another in countenance, in
cafes in which any fingle perfon would
yield to the fenfe of the majority.

F 2 | Political
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Political and civil liberty have many
things in common, which indeed, 15 the
reafon why they have been {o often con-
founded. A {enfe both of political and
civil flavery, makes a man think mean-
Iy of humnfelf. The feeling of his infig-
nificance debafes his mind, checks every
oreat and enterprifing fentiment ; and, in

act, renders him that poor abject crea-
ture, which he fancies himielf to be.
Having always fome unknown evil to
fear, though it fhould never come, he
has no perfe& enjoyment of himielf, or
of any of the bleflings of life ; and thus,
his {entiments and his enjoyments being
of a lowecr kind, the man {inks nearer
to the {tate of the brute creation.

On the other hand, a {fenfe of political
and civil Iiberty, though there {hould
be no oreat occafion to exert 1t in the
courfe of a man’s life, gives him a con-
ftant feehing of his own power and im-
portance ; and is the foundation of his
indulging a free, bold, and manly turn
of thinking, unreftrained by the mott

diftant idea of control. Being free from
all
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all fear, he has the moft perfect enjoy-
ment of himfelf, and of all the bleflings
of life ; and his {entiments and enjoy-
ments, being raifed, his very bemng is ex-
alted, and the man makes ncarer ap-
proaches to fuperior natures.

Without a {pirit of liberty, and a feel-
ing of fecurity and independence, no
oreat 1mprovements in agriculture, or

any thing elle; will ever be made by men.
A man has but poor encouragement to

beftow labour and expence upon a piece
of ground, in which he has no fecurc
property; and when neither himfelf, nor
his pofterity, will, probably, ever derive
any permanent advantage from 1t. .In
confirmation of this, I cannot help quot -
g a few inftruétive paflages from Mr.
Du Porvre's Travels of a Philofopher.

It is his general obfervation, that *“ a
“ country poorly cultivated 1is always
“inhabited by men barbarous, or op-
“prefled.”  p. 5.

“ Tn a terreftrial paradife, the Siamefe
| are,
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“ are, perhaps, the moft wretched peo-
“ ple in the world. The government 1s
“ defpotic. The fovereign alone enjoys
“ the true liberty which 1s natural to all
“ mankind, His {ubjelts are all {laves.
“ Every one of them 1s annually taxed
“ at fix months perfonal fervice, without
“ wages, and even without food. p. 50,

On the other hand, “ The Chinefe en-
* joy, undifturbed, their private poflef-
“ {ions, as well as thoie which, being by
“ their nature indivifible, belong to all;
* and he who buys a field, or receives it
“ by inheritance from his anceftors, i
““ of courfe the {ole lord or mafter. The
“ lands are free as the people, without
“ feudal {fervices, or fines of alienation.
“ A tenth part of the produce of ihe
“ earth is the only tax, or tribute, 1n the
“ Chinele empire, fince the origin of the
“ monarchy. And fuch 1s the happy re-
“ {pet which the Chinefe have for their
“ antient cuftoms, that no emperor of
“ China ever entertains the moit diftant
“ thought of augmenting 1t, nor his
“ fubje@s the leaft apprehenfion of fuch
# qugmentation.” p. 76, In
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In arbitrary governments the poor are
certainly the moft fafe, as their condi-
tion exhibits nothing that can attrac
the notice, or tempt the violence of a
tyrant. If, therefore, a man afpire to
nothing more than to get his bread by
the labour of his hands, in {fome cufto-
mary employment, he has little to fear,
let him hive where he will. Like the afs
in the fable, he can but bear his burden.
No governments can do without labour-
ers and artifans., It 1s thewr intereft to
prote¢t them, and efpecially thofe who
are dexterous in the more clegant arts,
that are fubfervient to luxury.

But the pooreit can hardly be with-
out fome degree of ambition, except
when that generous principle has been
long reprefled, and 1n a manner eradi-
cated by a continual habit of flavery ;
and the moment that a man thinks of
rendering himfelfin any refpet conf{picu-
ous, for his wealth, knowledge, or influ-
ence of any kind, he begins to be in
danger. If he have but a very hand-
fome wife, he muft not live near a de-

{potic
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fpotic court, or in the neighbourhood
of any great man who 1s countenanced
by it. If he have wealth, he muft hide
it, and enjoy it in iecret, with fear and
trembling ; and if he have fenfe, and
think differently from his neighbours,

he muft do the {fame, or rifque the fate
of Galileo.

I {hall clofe this {fection with a few
extracts fromtravellers, and other writers,

which fhew the importance of political
and civil liberty.

“ In travelling through Germany,”
fays Lady M. W. Montague, “ it 15 1m-~
“ poflible not to obferve the diflerence
“ between the free towns, and thofe
“under the government of abliolute
“ princes, as all the little {fovereigns of
& Germany are. In the firlt there ap-

“ pears an air of commerce and plenty,
“ tne {treets are well built, and full of
“ people, the fhops are loaded with
“ merchandize, and the commonalty
“ are clean and chearful. In the other,

“ you
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“ you fee a fort of fhabby finery, a
« number of people of guality tawdried
“ out, narrow nafty ftreets, out of repair,
« wretchedly thin of inhabitants, and
“ above half of the common people
“afking alms.”  Lady M. W. Monta-
aug’s Letters, vol. L. page 16.

“ Every houfe 1n Turkey,” the {ame
excellent writer obferves, “ at the death
“ of 1ts mafter,is at the grand feignior’s
“ difpofal ; and therefore no man cares
“ to make a great expence, which he is
“ not fure his family will be the better
“for. All their defign is to build a
“ houfe commodious, and that will lait
“ their lives, and they are very indif-
“ ferent if it falls down the next year.
Ib, p. 70.

“ The fear of the laws,” {ays the ad-
mirable author of the Effay on criumes
and punifliments, “is falutary, but the
“ fear of man 1s a fruitful and fatal
“ fource of crimes. Men enflaved are

“ more voluptuous, more debauched,
“ and
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“ and more cruel than thofe who are 1
“ 3 ftate of freedom. Thefe ftudy the

“ {tiences, and the interefts of nations,
“ They have great objects before them
“ eyes, and imitate them. DBut thofe
““ whofe views are confined to the pre-
“ fent moment, endeavour, amidit the
“ diftracion of riot and debauchery, to
“ forget their fituation. Accuftomed to

““ the uncertainty of all events, the con-
“ fequences of their crimes become pro-

“ blematical ; which gives an additional
“ force to the ftrength of their paflions.”

P, 166,

“ The Turkifh Bafhaw once deftroyed
“ all the {ugar canesin Gyprus, to prevent
¢ the people having too much wealth.
“This 1fiand 1s to this day the cleareft
proof that can be given, how much
a bad government may defeat all the
“ kind intentions of nature : for, 1n {pite
“ of all the advantages a country can
“ poflibly have, there never was a more

“ defolate place than this ifland 1s at this
“ day.” Thevenot in Knox’s collection,
vol. 6, p. 7 1. There

14

44
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There is hardly any greater inftance
of the wanton abufe of power, in the
invafion of the natural rights of man-
kind, than 1n the game laws, that are in
force in different ftates of Europe, Eng-
land has juft and great complaint to
make on this fubje& ; but we are not
yet reduced to the deplorable condition
of the Saxons, as 1t 1s defcribed by Han-

way, vol. 1. p. 433.

“ Hunting 1s the ruling paflion of the
“ Saxon court, and fatal to the inhabi-
“tants. In the hard winter of 1740, 1t
“ 15 computed, that above 30,000 deer
“ died in the electorate of Saxony; and
“yet, in the open lands and forefts,
“ there are now reckoned to remain a-
“ bove that number, of which no per-
“ fon dares kill one, under the penalty
“ of being condemned to the gallies. In
“ every town of any note, there are fif-
“ ty of the inhabitants, who watch, five
“ every night, by rotation, and ufe bells
“to frighten the deer, and defend their
“ corn. Frequent remonfirances have

“ been made to the court on this fubject ;
“ but
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“ but to no other purpole, than to con-
“ vince the people of their flavery.”

Felix quem faciunt, aliena pericela cantu

SECTION IV.

Tu awhat manner an authoritative code
of education would affect political and
civil liberty.

IZ’ T AVING confidered the nature
1

of civil liberty in ﬂ'e’nf‘m] I
{hall treat of two capital branches of

which it confilts. Thefe are the rights
of education, and religion, On thele
two articles much of the happinefs of
human life is acknowledged to depend ;
but they appecar to me to be of fuch a
nature, that the advantage we derive
from them will be more e{:feé’cually {e-
cured, when they are conducted by m-
dividuals, than by the ftate; and if this
can be demonftrated, nothing more 1s

neceffary, to prove that the civil mag-
firate
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frate has no bulinels to interfere with
them.

This [ cannot help thinking to be the
fthorteft, and the beft 1flue upon which
we can put every thing in which: the ci~
vil magiftrate pretends to a right of 1in~
rerference. If 1t be probable that the
bufinefs, whatever 1t be, will be con-
duéted better, that is, more to the ad-
vantage of fociety, in his hands, than in
thofe of individuals, the right will be al-
lowed. In thofe circumftances, it 1s
evident, that no friend to {ociety can
deny his claim, But if the nature of
the thing be fuch, that the attention of
individuals, with refpe&t to it, can be
applied to more advantage than that of
the magiftrate ; the claum of the former
muft be admatted, in preference to that
of the latter.

No doubt, there are examples of both
kinds. Theavenging of injuries, or re-
drefling of private wrongs, 1s certainly
better trufted m the hands of the magi-
firate than in thofe of private perfons;

but
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but with what advantage could a magi-
{tratc interfere in a thoufand particulars
relating to private families, and private
friendihips ? Now I think it 18 clear,
that education muift be ranked in the
latter clafs, or among thofe things in
which the civil magiftrate has no right
to interfere ; becaufe he cannot do 1t to
any good purpofe. But{mce Dr. Brown
has lately maintained the contrary, i a
treatife, intitled, Thoughts on civil liber-
iy, licentionfnefs, and fachion, and 1 an
Appendix relative to a propofed code of edu-
cation, Tubjoined to a Sermon on the fe-
male charater and education. 1 ihall in
this {ection, reply to what he has ad-
vanced on this fubje&, and offer what
has occurred to me with relation to it.

Left it thould be apprehended, that I

miftake the views of this writer, I {hall
{ubjoin a few extrals from the work,
which contain the {ubftance of what he
has advanced on the fubjeét of education.
He aflerts, ¢ That, the firft and beft {e-
“ curity of civil liberty confifts, 1n 1im-

“ prefling the infant mind with fuch ha~
“ bits
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« bits of thought andadtion, as may cor-
« yvefpond with, and promote the ap-
“« pointments of public law.” In his
appendix, he {ays, that,“ by a copk oF
“ gpUcAaTION, he means a fyftem of
“ principles, religious, moral, and poli-
“ tical, whofe tendency may be the pre-
“ fervation of the bleflings of {ociety, as
“ they are enjoyed 1n a free ftate, to be
“inftilled effeGtually into the infant and
“ erowing minds of the commumty, for

“ this great end of public happinefs.”

In what manner the {ecurity of civil
itberty 1s to be effected by means of this
code of education, may be feen in the
following defcription he gives of theinfti-
tutions of Sparta. “ No father had a
“right to educate his children accord-
“ing to the caprice of his own tancy.
* They were delivered to public officers,
“ who initiated them early in the man-
“ners, the maxims, the exercifes, the
“toils ; 1n aword, in all the mental and
“ bodily acquirements and habits which
* correfponded with the genius of the
“ {tate, Family conneétions had no

“ place.



80 EFFECTS OF A
« place. The firft and leading objedt

« of their affeGtion was the general wel-
« fare. This tuition was carefully con-
“ tinued till they were enrolled in the

“ 11t of men.”

With refpect to the Athenian govern-
ment, he fays, page 62, “ The firlt and
« ruling defe in the inftitution of this
“ republic feems to have been the total
“ wrant of an eftablifhed education, {m-
“ table to the genius of the {tate. There
“ appears not to have been any public,
“ regular, or prefcribed appointment of
“ this kind, beyond what cuftom had
“ accidentally introduced.”

He fays, page 70, © There were three
« fatal circumilances admitted into the
“ very effence of the Roman republic,
“ which contained the feeds of certain
“ puin 3 the firft of which was, the neg-
“le@t of inftituting public laws, by
« which the education of their children
“ might have been afcertained.”

He complains, page 83, “ that the
Britiil
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« Britifh fyftem of policy and religion
« i3 not upheld 1n its native power like
« that of Sparta, by correfpondent and
“ effe€tual rules of education ; that it is
“1n the power of every private man to
“ educate his child, not only without a
“ peverence for thefe, but in abfolute
“ contempt of them; that, at the re-
“ yolution, p. 90, the education of
“vouth was ftill left in an imperfect
“{tatc ; this great revolution having
“ confined itfelf to the reform of public
“ inflitutions, without afcending to the
“ great fountain of political fecurity,
“ the private and effe¢tual formation of
“the infant mind; and, p. 107, that
“education was afterwards left {till
“ more and more imperfect.”

Laftly, he afferts, p. 156, * that
“ the chief and eflential remedy of licen-
“ tioufnels and faltion, the fundamental
“means of the lafting and fecure efta-

“ blifhmentof civilliberty, canonly bein
“ a general and prefcribed improvement

“ of the laws of education, to which all
“ the members of the community thould
G “ legally
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¢ ler’ral]y fubmit ; and that for want of

‘a prefcribed code of education, the
“ manners aund principles, on which
“ alone the ftate can reft, arc ineffec-
“ tually inftilled, arc vague, flutuat-
“1ng 'llld {elf contradi@cory. No-
thing,” he fays, “ 1s more evident, than
th'Lt fome reform in this great pomntis
neceflary for the {ecurity of public free-
““ dom ; and thatthough it is anincurable
“ detect of our political ftate, that it has
“ not a correfpondent and adequate code
“of education inwrought into its firft
“ ceflence 5. we may yet hope, that, ina
*“ {econdary and inferior degree, {ome-
“ thing of this kind may ftill be inlaid;
“ that, though it cannot have that perfec
“ efficacy, as if it had been originally of
“ the piece, yet, if well conducted, it
“ may {lrengthen the weak parts, and al-

“leviate defedts, if not completely re-
“ move them.”

4

44
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In condu@ing my examination of thefe
{entiments, I fhallmake no remarks upon
any particular paflages in the book, but
confider only the author’s general {cheme,

and
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and the proper and profefled object of it.
And as the do&or has propofed no par-
ticular plan of public education, I {hall
be as general as he has been, and only

thew the inconvenience of eftablifhing,
by law, any plan of education what-
cver.

This writer pleads for a plan of educa-
tion eftablifthed by the legiflature, as the
only effe¢tual method of preventing facti-
onin theftate, and {ecuring the perpetui-
ty of our excellent conftitution, ecclefa-
flical and civil. 1 agree with him, 1n ac-.
knowledging the umportance of educati-
on, asinfluencing the manners and the
conduct of men. I alfo acknowledge,
that an uniform plan of education, agree-
able to the principles of any particular
form of government, civil or ecclefiafti-
cal, would tend to eftablilh and perpetu-
ate that form of government, and prevent
civil diflentions and factions in the ftate.
But I thould object to the interference of
thelegiilaturein this bufinefs of education,
as prejudicial to the proper defign of edu-
cation, and al{o to the great ends of civil
G 2 {ocieties
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{ocieties with refpeét to their prefent
utility, 1 fhall morcover thow, that it

would e abfolutely inconfiftent with the
rrue principles of the Englifh govern-
ment, and could not be carried into exe-
cution, to any purpofe, without the ruin
of our prefent conftitution. I beg the
candour of the public, while T endea-
vour to explain, 1n as few words as pol-
fible, 1n what manner, I apprehend, this
interference of the civil magiftrate would
operate to obftruct thefe great ends; and
I{hall confider thefe articles {eparately.

I obferved in the firft place, that a
legal code of education might interferc
with the proper defign of it.  { do not
mean what this writer {feems to confider
as the only object of education, the tran-
guility of the {tate, but the forming of
wile and virtuous men ;3 which 1s cer-
tamnly an obje&t of the greatelt impor-
tance m every {tate. If the conftitution
of a {tate be a good one, {fuch men will
be the greateft bulwarks of 1t ; if it be
a bad one, they will be the moft able and

ready to contribute to its reformation;
n
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in either of which cafes they will render
it the greateft fervice.

Education is as much an art (founded,
as all arts are, upon {cience) as hufban-
dry, as architecture, or as fhip-building.
In all thefe cafes we have a pratical pro-
blem propofed to us, which muft beper~
formed by the help of data with which
experience and obfervation furnifh us.
The end of thip-building 1s to make the
beft fhips, of architeture the beft houfes,
and of education, the beft men. Now,
of all arts, thofe {tand the faireft chance
of being brought to perfeftion, in which
there is opportunity of making the moft
experiments and trials, and 1 which
there are the greateft number and variety
of perfons employed i making them.
Hiftory and experience fhow, that, cese-
r1s paribus, thofe arts have always, in
fact, been brought the fooneft, or the
neareft to perfection, which have been
placed in thofe favourable circumitances.
The reafon 1s, that the operations of

the human mind are flow ; a number of

falle hypothefes and conclufions always
G 3 precede
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precede the right one; and i every
art, manual or liberal, a number of awk-

ward attempts arc made, before we are
able to execute any thing which will bear
to be{hown as a mafter-piece in its kind ;
{o that to eftablifh the methods and pro-
celles of any art, before it have arrived
to a {tate of perfection (of which no man
can be a judge) 1s to fix1t in its infancy,
to perpetuate every thing that is inconve-
nient and awkward init, and to cut off itg
future growth and improvement, And
to eftablith the methods and procefles of
-any art when 1t has arrived to perfection
is fuperfluous. It will then recom-

mend and eftablifh itfelf.

Now 1 appeal to any perfon whether
any planof education, which has yet been
put in execution in this kingdom, be {o
perfeCt as that the eftablihing of 1t by
authority would not obftruct the great
ends of education ; or even whether the
united genius of man could, at prefent,
form {o perfect a plan. Every man who
15 experienced in the bufinefs of education
well knows, that the art 1s in its infan-

CY
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cy ; but advancing, it is hoped, apace to
a ftate of manhood. In this condition,

it requires the aid of every circumftance
favourable to 1ts matural growth, and

dreadsnothing {o much as being confined
and cramped by theunfeafosable hand of
power. To put it (inits prefent imper-
fect ftate) 1nto the hands of the civil ma-
giftrate, in order to fix the mode of it,
would be hike fixing the drefs of a child,
and forbidding its cloaths ever tobemade
wider or larger.

Manufacturers and arufts of feveral
kinds already complain of the obftruc~
tion which 1s thrown in the way of their
aris, by the injudicious adts of former
parliaments ; and it 1s the objet of our
wifeft ftatefmen to get thefe obftructions
removed, by the repeal of thofe ats. 1
wiflh 1t could not be {faid, that the bufi-
nels of education 1s already under too
many legal reftraints.  Let thefe be re-
moved, and a few more fair experi-
ments made of the different methods of
conducting it, beforethe legiflaturethink
proper to interfere any more with it;

and
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and by that time, 1t is hoped, they will
{ee no reafon to interfere at all. 'The
bufinefs would be condu&ted to much
better purpofe, even in favour of their
own views, 1f thofe views were juit and
honourable, than it would be under any
arbitrary regulations whatever.

To fhew this {cheme of an eftablifhed
method of education in a clearer point of
light, let usimagine that whatisnow pro-
pofed had been carried intoexecution {ome
centuries before this time. Yor no rea-
fon can be afligned for fixing any mode
of education at prefent, which might
not have been made ufe of, with the
{ame appearanceof reafon, for fixing ano-
ther approved method a thoufand years

ago. Ouppofe Alfred, when he found-
ed the univerfity of Oxford, had made

it impoflible, that the method of inftruc-
tionufed 1n histime fhould ever have been
altered. Excellent as that method might
have been, for the time in which it was
inflituted, it would now have been the
worft method thatis practifed in the world.

Suppofe the number. of the arts and {ci-
| CILCCS,
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ences, with the manner of teaching
¢hem, had been fixed in this kingdom,
before the revival of letters and of the
arts, 1t 1s plain they could never have ar-
rived at their prefent advanced ftate
among us. We fhould not have had
the honour to lead the way in the moft
noble difcoveries, in the mathematics,
philofophy, aftronomy, and, I may add,
divinity too. And for the fame reafon,
were fuch an eftablifhment to take place
in the prefent age, it would prevent all
ereat Improvements 1n futurity.

I may add, in this place, that, 1f we
argue from the analogy of education to
other arts which are moft fimilar to it,
we can never expect to {fee human nature,
about which 1t 1s employed, brought to
perfection, but in confequence of indulg-
ing unbounded liberty, and even caprice
in conducting it. The power of nature
m producing plants cannot be thown to
advantage, but in all poflible circum-
ltances of culture. Thericheft colours, the
moft fragrant {cents, and the moft ex-
quifite flavours, which our prefent gar-

dens
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dens and orchards exhibit, would ne-
ver have been known, 1f florifts and gar-
deners had been confined in the procefles
of cultivation; nay if they had not been
allowed the utmoftlicentiouinefs of fancy
in the exercife of their arts. Many of
the fineft productions of modern garden-
g have been the refult of cafual experni-

ment, perhaps of undefigned deviation
from eftablithed rules. Obiervations of

a imilar nature may be made on the me-
thods of breeding cattle, and traiming
anmimals of all kinds. And why {hould
the rational part of the creation be depri-
ved of that opportunity of diverfifying
and improvingitfelf, which the vegetable
and animal world enjoy ?

i-}

Fromnew,and {eemingly irregular me-
thods of education, perhaps fomething
extraordinary and uncommonly great
may {pring. At leaft there would be 2
fair chance for fuch produtions; and if
fomething odd and excentric thould, now
and then, arife from this unbounded li-
berty of education, the various bufinefs
of human life may afford proper {pheres

for fuch excentric geniufes. Edu-
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Education, taken in 1ts moft extenfive
fenfe, 15 properly that which makes the
man.  One method of education, there-
fore, would only produce one kind of
men ; butthe great excellence of human
nature confilts in the variety of which
it 15 capable. Inftead, then, of endea-
vouring, by uniform and fixed fyftems
of education, to keep mankind always
the fame, let us give free {cope to every
thing which may bid fair for introducing
more varicty among us. The various
character of the Athenians was certainly
preferable to the uniform character of the
Spartans, or to any uniform national
chara&er whatever. Is 1t not univerf{al-
ly coniidered as an advantage to Eng-
land, that it contains {o great a variety
of original characters! And 1s 1t not,

on this account, preferred to France,
3 P
Spain, or ltaly:

Uniforimity 1s the characteriftic of
the brute creation. Among them every
{pecies of birds build their nefts with the
fame materials, and in the fameform; the
genius and difpofition of one individua

15
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is that of all; and 1t1s only the education
which men give them that railes any of
them much above others., But it 1s the
glory of human nature, that the operati-
ons of reafon, though variable, and by no
means infallible, are capable of infinite
improvement. We come into the world
worie provided thananyofthe brutes, and
for a year .or two of our lives, many of
them go farbeyond us in intellectual ac-
complithments. But when their facul-
ties are at a full ftand, and their enjoy-
ments 1ncapable of variety, or increafe,
our intellectual powers are growing
apace; we are perpetually deriving hap-
pinels from new {ources, and even before
we leave this world are capabie of taft-
ing the felicity of angels, |

Have we, then, {o little {enfe of the
proper excellence of our natures, and ot
the views of divine providence 1n our for-
mation, asto catch ata poor advantage a-
dapted tothelower nature of brutes. Ra-
ther, let us hold on in the courfe in
which the divine being himf{elf has put

us, by giving reafon 1its full play, and
: throwing
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throwing off the- fetters which fhort-
fichted and 1ll-judging men have hung
apon 1t. ,Though, in this courfe, we be
liable to more extravagancies than brutes,
governed by blind but unerring 1nftind,
or than men whom miftaken fyftems of
policy have made asuniform in their {fen-
aments and conduct as the brutes, we

fhall be 1n the way to attain a degree of
perfection and happinefs of which they
can have no idea,

However, as men are firft animals be-
fore they can be properly termed rational
creatures, and the analogies of individu-
als extend to {ocieties, a principle fome-
thing refembling theinftinét of animals
may, perhaps, fuit mankind in their in-
fant ftate ; but then, as we advance in
the arts of life, let us, as far a3 we are
able, aflert the native freedom of our
{ouls ; and, after having been{ervilely go-
verned like brutes, afpire to the noble
privilege of governing ourlelves like
men.

ey,

If 1t may have been necellary to efta-
blifh
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bli{h {fomething by law concerning edu-
cation, that neceflity grows lefs every
day, and encourages us to relax the bonds
of authority, rather than bind them

fafter.

Secondly, this {cheme of an eftabhifh-
ed mode of education would be preju-
dicial to the great ends of civil {ociety.
The great object of civil {ociety is the
hanpinefs of the members of 1t, in the
perfe¢t and undifturbed enjoyment of
the morcimportant of our natural rights,
for the fake of which, we voluntarily
give up others of lefs confequence to us.
But whatever be the bleflings of civil
{ociety, they maybe bought too dear. It
15 certainly poflible to facrifice too much,
at lealt more than is neceflary to be fa-
crified for them, in order to produce the
greateit {um of happinefs in the com-
munity. Elfe why do we complain of
tyrannical and oppreflive governments?
Is 1t not the meaning of all complaints
of this kind, that, in fuch governments,
the fubjeCts are deprived of their moft

important natural rights, without an
equivalent
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equivalent recompenie ; that all the va-
Juable ends of civil government might
be effe@tually {fecured, and the members

of particular ftates be much happier
upon the whole, 1f they did not lie un-
der thofe reftrictions.

Now, of all the {ources of happinefs
and enjoyment i human life, the do-
meftic relations are the moft conftant
and copious. With our wives and chil-
dren we neceflarily pafs the greateft part
of our lives, 'The connections of {riend-
thip are {light 1n comparifon of this inti-
mate domeftic union. Views of intereft
or ambition may divide the neareft
friends, but our wives and children are,
in general, infeparably connected with
us and attached to us. With them all
our joys are doubled, and in their affec~
tion and afliduity we find confolation un-

der all the troubles and dilquietudes of
life. For the enjoyments which refult

from this moft delightful 1ntercourfe, all
mankind, in all ages, have been ready to
{acrifice every thing; and for the inter-

ruption of this intercourfe no compenfa-
tion
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tion whatever can be made by man,
What then can be more juftly alarming,
to a man who has a true tafte for happi-
nefs, than, either that the choice of his
wife, or the education of his children
{hould be under the dire¢tion of perfons
who have no particular knowledge of him,
or particular affe¢tion for him, and whofc
views and maxims he might utterly dif-
like? What profpet of happinefs could
2 man have with fuch a wife, or fuch

children ¢

It is pofhible indeed, that the prefer-
vation of {fome civil {ocieties, fuch as that
of Sparta, may require this facrifice; but
thofe civil focieties muit be wretchedly
conftituted to {tand inneed of it, and had
better be utterly diflolved. Were I a
member of fucha ftate, thankful thould I
be to its governors, if they would permit
me peaceably to retire to any other
country, where {o great a facrifice was
not required. Indeed, it is hardly pof-
{ible that a {tate {thould require any fa-
crifice, which I {hould think of {o much
importance, And, [ doubtnot, {o many

others
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others would be of the fame mind, that

there would {oon be very little reafon to
complain of the too great increafe of
commerce in fuch a country. 'This, how-
ever, would render very neceflary ano-
ther part of our author’s {cheme; viz.
putting a reftraint upon travelling a-
broad, left too many perfons fhould be
willing to leave fuch a country, and have
no inclination to return.

If there be any natural rights which
ought not to be {acrificed to the ends of
civil{ociety, and no politicians or moral-
ifts deny but that there are fome ({the
obligations of religion, for inftance, being:
certainly of a fuperior nature) it is even
more natural to look for thefe rights
among thofe which refpect aman’s chil-
dren, than among thofe which refpe&t
himfelf ; becaufe nature has generally
made them dearer to him than him-

{elf.

If any truft can be faid to be of God,

and fuch as ought not to be relinquithed
at the command of man, it is that which

H we
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we have of the education of our chil=
dren, whom the divine being feems to
have put under our immediate care; that
we may inftruct them in {fuch principles,
form them to fuch manners, and give
them fuch habits of thinking and act-
ing, as we {hall judge to be of the greateft
importance to their prelent and future
well being.

I believe there is no father in the
world (who, to a fenfe of religion, joins
a {ftrong fenfe of parental aftetion) who
would think his own Iiberty above halt
indulged to him, when abridged in {o
tender a point, as that of providing, to
his own fatisfa&ion, for the good con-
duct and happinefs of his offspring,.
Nature {eems to have eftablithed fuch a
itrong connexion between a parent and
his children, at leaft during the firlt pe-
riod of their lives, that to drag them
trom the afylum of their natural guardi-
ans, to force them to public places of
education, and toinftilinto them religious
fentiments contrary to the judgment and
choice of their parents, would be as cruel,

as
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as obliging a man to make the greatefl
perfonal facrifice, even that of his con-
{cience, to the civi]l magiftrate.

What part of the perfecution which
the proteftants 1n France underwent did
they complain of more feelingly, and
with more juftice, than that of their chil-
dren being forced from them, and carri-
ed to be educated in public monafteries?
God forbid that the parental affeCtions
of free born Britons thould ever be putto
{fo fevere a trial! or to that which the
poor Jews in Portugal fuftered ; many of
whom cut the throats of their children,
or threw them 1nto wells, and down pre-
cipices, rather than fulfer them to be
dragged away to be educated under the
dire@ion of a popifh inquifition ; think-
ing the lives of their children a lefs facri-
fice than that of their principles.

It wasa meafure fimilar to that which
Dr. Brown recommends, at which the
whole chriftian world took the greateit
alarm that was ever given to it, in the

reign of that great man, but inveterate
H 2 ~enemy
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enemy of chriftianity, the emperor Ju-
lian ; who would have thut up the {chools
of chriftians, and have forbidden them to
teach rhetoric and philofophy. Similar
to this {cheme, 11 1ts nature and tenden-
cy, was the moft odious meafure of the
mofl odious mimiftry that ever {at at the
helm of the Britilh government, and
which was providentially defeated the
very day that it was to have been carried
into execution ; I mean thescHi1sM BILL,
patronized by the Tory minifters in the
latter end of the reign of queen Ann.
Should thefe meafures be refumed, and
purfued, Farewel, a long farewel to Eng-
land’s greatnefs ! Nor would this be {faid
in a hafty fit of unreafonable defpair.
For, befides that fuch a meafure as this
could not but have many extenfive con-
{cquences 3 1t 15 not to be doubted, but
that whoever they be who do thus much,
they both can and wzll do more,  Such
a {cheme as this will never be pufhed
for its own {ake only.

In examining the prefent operation
and utility of any {icheme of policy, we
Ought
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ought to take into confideration the eafe
or the dithculty of carrying it into exe~
cution. For if the difturbance, which
would be occafioned by bringing it into
execution, would be {o great an incon-
venience, as to overbalance the good to
be eftected by it, 1t were better never to
attempt 1t. Now, though the doétor
hath laid down no particular {cheme of
public and eftablifhed education, and
therefore we cannot judge of the parti-
cular difliculties which would attend the
cltablifhing of it; yet, if it be {uch as
would anfwer the end propofed by him,
this difficulty would appear to me abfo-
lutely infuperable, in fuch a country as

Ingland.

Whatéver be the religious, moral, and
political prunciples, which are thought
conducive to the good of the {ociety, if
they mult be efectually nflilled into the
uifant and growwing munds of the community,
1t can never be done without taking the
children very early from their parents,
and cutting off all communication with
them, till they be arrived to maturity,

H 3 and
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and their judgments be abfolutely fixed.
Andif this author judged, that the reafon
why a {cheme of this nature did not take
place in Athens, was the difficulty of
eftablifhing it, after the people were tole~
rably civilized; he muft certainly judge
it to be mnfinitely more difficult, among
a people fo much farther advanced in
the arts of life than the Athenians.

He well obferves, p. 53, that, “ to
¢ give children a public education where
“ no education had taken place, wasnatu-

“ ral and practicable ;” but he {feems to be
aware, that an attempt to carry any fuch

plan nto execution, in the moft flourifh-
ing period of a free and civilized ftate,
would be highly unnatural, without the
leaft probable hope of fuccels, and dan-
gerous to fuch as took it in hand, For
he fays, p. %2, that, “to effe&® a
# change of government only is a work
# {ufhicient for the abilities of the greateft
“ leguflator ; but to overturn all the pre-

¢ eftablithed habits of the head and

¢ heart, to deftroy or reverfe all the

¢ fixed aflociations, maxims, manners,
“ and
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“ and principles, were a labour which
“ might well be ranked among the

“ moft extravagant legends of fabulous
“ Greece.”

What might be expected from the bu-
finefs of education being lodged by the
ftate in the hands of any one {et of men,
may be imagined from the alarm which
the Newtonian {yftem gave to all phi-
lofophers at the time of 1ts firft publica-
tion ; and from what pafled at Oxford
with refpect to Locke's Effay on the hu-
man underflanding, which hath done fo
much honour to the Englilh nation 1n
the eyes of all the learned world. We
are told by the authors of Brugraphia
Britannica, in the life of Mr. Locke,
that ¢ there was a meeting of the heads
“ of houfes at Oxford, where it was pro-
“ pofed to cenfure, and difcourage the
“ reading of this Effay; and that, after
“ yarious debates, i1t was concluded, that,
“ without any public cenfure, each head
“ of a houfe {hall endeavour to prevent

“its being read in his own college.”
This pafled but a little before Mr. Locke’s
death,
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death, and about fourteen years after
the firft publication of the Effay.

Hitherto I have argued againft efta-
blithed modes of education upon general
principles, fhewing how wunfavourable
they are to the great ends of civil {o-
ciety, with only occafional references to
the Englifh conftitution ; and in thefe
arguments I have, likewife, fuppofed
thefe methods of education, whatever
they be, actually eftablifhed, and to have
operated to their full extent. 1 fhall
now add, that, before thefe methods can
be eftablifhed, and produce their full
effe@, they muft occafion a very confi-
derable alteration in the Englifh confii-

rution, and almoft inevitably deftroy the
freedom of 1t; fo that the thing which

would, 1n fact, be perpetuated, would
not be the prefent conftitution of Eng-
land, but fomething very different from
it, and more defpotic. An alteration of
fo great importance, which tends to de-
feat one of the principal obje@s of this
government, cannot but give juft caufe
of alarm to every friend of the prefent

happy
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happy conftitution and liberties of this
country. In fupport of this aflertion,
I defire no other argument than that
with which Dr. Brown himfelf furnifhes
me, from the influence he allows to
education, operating, likewife, in the
very manner which he defcribes, and to
the very end for which he advifes the
eftablifhing of its mode.

Education 1s confidered by the dotor
only 1n a political view, as ufeful to inftil
into the minds of youth particular max-
ims of policy, and to give them an at-
tachment to particular forms of it; or
as tending to fuperinduce {uch habits of
mind, and to give {fuch a general turn of
thinking, as would correfpond with the
genius of a particular {tate. This edu-
cation he would have to be univerfal and
uniform ; and indeed, if 1t were not {o,
it could not poilibly anfwer the end pro-
pofed. Itmuft, therefore, be condudted
by one fet of men. But it 1s impoflible
to find any fet of men, who fhall have

an equal regard to all the parts of our

confitution ; and whatever part is neg-

le&tes
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le@ed 1n fuch a {yftem of education, it
cannot fail to be a {ufferer.

The Englifh government 1is a mixture
of regal, ariftocratical, and democratical
power ; and if the public education
{hould be more favourable to any one of
thefe than to another, or more than its
prefent 1mportance in the conftitution-
requires, the balance of the whole would
neceflarily be loft. Too much weight
would be thrown 1nto {fome of the {cales,
and the conftitution be overturned. If
the Commons, reprelenting the body of
the people, had the choice of thefe pub-
lic inftruétors, which 1s almoft impoth-
ble, we fhould f{ee a republic rife out of
the ruins of our prefent government ; if
the Lords, which is highlv improbable,
we {hould, in the end, have an arifto-
cracy; and if the court had this nomi-
nation, which it may be taken for grant-
ed would be the cafe (as all the execu-
tive power of the ftate 1s already lodged
in the hands of the fovereign) it could
not but occafion a very dangerous accel-

fion of power to the crown ; and we
might
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principles, and manners favourable to
defpotiim. Every man would be edu-
cated with principles, which would lead
him to concur with the views of the
court. All that oppofition from the
country, which is {o {falutary in this na-
tion, and fo effential to the liberties of
England, would be at an end. And
when once the fpirit of defpotifm was
thus eftablifhed, and had triumphed over
all oppofition, we might {oon expe& to
{fee the jforms of it eftablithed too, and
thereby the very doors fhut againft old
Englifh liberty, and effe&tually guarded
againit the poflibility of its return, ex-
cept by violence ;5 which would then be
the only method of 1ts re-entrance.

It 15 evident to common underftand-
ing, that the true {pirit and maxims
of a mixed government can no otherwife
be continued, than by every man’s edu-
cating his children in his own way;
and that if any one part provided for
the education of the whole, that part
would {foon gain the alcendancy ; and,

1f
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if it were capable of 1t, would become
the whole. Were a ftate, for inftance,
to confift of papifts and proteftants, and
the papifts to have the fole power of edu-
cation, proteftantifm would expire with
that gencration : whercas, if the papifts
and proteftants educated each their own
children, the {ame proportion would
continue to {ubfilt between them, and
the balance of power would remain the
{fame. Tor the {fame reafon thc only
method of preferving the balance, which
at prefent {fubfifts among the feveral po-
litical and religious parties in Great-Bri-
tain, 1s for each to provide for the edu-
cation of thewr own children.

In this way, there will be a fair pro-
fpe@ of things continuing nearly upon
their prefent footing, for a confiderable
time ; butfubje& to thofe gradual alterati-
ons which, it may be hoped, will prove
favourable to the beft interefts of the {o-
ciety upon the whole. Whereas, were
the direétion of the whole bufinefs of edu-
cation thrown into the hands of the

court, it would be fuch an acceffion of
POW'EI‘
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power to the regal part of our conftitu-
tion, as could not fail to alarm all the
friends of civil liberty ; as all the friends
of religious liberty would ‘be juftly
alarmed, 1f it {hould devolve upon the
eftablifhed clergy. And it were the
sreateft 1njuftice to the good fenfe of free
horn Britons, to {fuppofe.the noble fpirit
of religious liberty, and a zeal for the
rights of free inquiry confined within,
the narrow circle of Proteftant Diffenters.

Confidering the whole of what hath
heen advanced 1in this fection, I think it
fufficiently appears, that education is a
branch of civil liberty, which ought by
no means to be {furrendered into the hands
of the magiftrate; and that the beft in-
terefts of fociety require, that the right
of conducting it thould be inviolably
preferved to individuals.

SECTION



SECTION V.

Of Religious Liberty, and Tolera-

tiom n geﬂemf.

HE moft important queftion con-
cerning the extent of civil go-
vernment 15, whether the civil magftrate
ought to extend his authority to matters
of religion; and the only method of
deciding this important queftion, as it
appears to me, 15 to have recourfe at
once to firft principles, and the ultimate
rule concerning every thing that refpects
a fociety ; viz. whether fuch interference
of the civil magiftrate appear to be for
the public good. And as all arguments
a priory, in matters of policy, are apt to
be fallacious, fac? and experience {eem to
be our only {afe guides, Now thefe, as
far as our knowledge of haftory extends,
declare clearly for no interference in this
cafe at all, or, at leaft, for as little as 18

poffible.  Thofe focictics have ever en-
joyed
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joyed the moft happinefs, and have been,
ceterss partbus, in the moft flourifthing

{tate, where the civil magiftrates have
meddled the leaft with religion, and

where they have the moft clofely con-
fined their attention to what immediate-
ly affects the civil interefts of their fel-
low citizens. |

Civil and religious matters (taking
the words in their ufual acceptation)
feem to be fo diftinét, that it can only
be m very uncommon emergencies,
where, for inftance, religious quarrels
among the members of the ftate rife very
high, that the civil magiftrate can have
any call, or pretence, for interfering
with religion.

It is, indeed, 1mpofhble to name any
two things, about which men are con-
cerned, {o remote in their nature, but
that they have {ome connections and mu-
tual influences ; but were 1 aflkked what
two things I fhould think to be in the
leaff danger of being confounded, and
which even the ingenuity of man could

find
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find the /eaft pretence for 1nvolving toge-
ther, I {fhouid {fay the things that relate
to this Life, and thofe that relate to the
life to come. Defining the object of civil
oovernment, in'the moft extenfive {enfe,
to be the making provifion for the {fecure
and comfortable enjoyment of this life,
by preventing one man from injuring

another in his perfon or property; I
{hould think the office of the civil ma-

giftrate to be1n no great danger ot being
incroached upon, by the methods that
men might think proper to take, to pro-
vide for their happinefs after death.

All the civil {ocieties we enter into in
this life will be diffolved by death.
When this life is over, I {hall not be
able to claim any of the privileges of
an Englithman ; I {hall not be bound by
any of the laws of England, nor fhall
I owe any allegiance to its {overeign.
When, therefore, my fituation in a fu-
ture life thall have no connection with
my privileges or obligations as an Eng-
lithbman, why {hould thofe perfons who

make laws for Englifhmen interfere with
| my
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my conduct, with refpet to a ftate, to
which their power does not extend. Be-

fides, we know that infinite mifchiefs
have arilen from this interference of -

government in the bufinefs of - religion ;
and we have yet feen no inconvenicnce
to have arifen from the want, or the re-
laxation of it,

The fine country of Flanders, the moft
flourithing and opulent then in Europe,
was abfolutely ruined, paft recovery, by
the mad attempt of Philip the {fecond,
to introduce the popifh inquifition into
that country. Trance was greatly hurt
by the revocation of the edi&t of Nantz ;
whereas England was a great gainer on
both occafions, by granting an afylum
for thofe perfecuted induitrious people ;
who repaid us for our kindnefs, by the
introduction of many ufeful arts and ma-
nufaétures, which were the foundation
of our prefent commerce, riches, and
power. |

Penfylvania flourifhed much more

¢than New England, or than any other of
I the
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the Englith {ettlements in North Ame-
rica, cvidently in confequence of giving
more hiberty in matters of rehigion, atits
firft eftabliinment. Holland has found
s advantage n the mdnlgence the gives
to a greatvariety of religious perfuafions.
England has alfo been much more flou-
vithing and happy, fince the ¢fablifh-
sent, as 1t may properly enough be ftiled,
of the diffenting method of worthip, by
what 15 commonly called the aéf of tole-
ration.,  And all the {enfible part of Eu-
rope concur 1 thinking, both that the
Polith diffidents have a right to all the
vrivileges of other Polifh citizens; and
that it would be much happier for that
country if their claims were quietly ad-
mitted 3 and none but interefted bigots
oppoled their demands.

If we look a little farther off irom
home, let 1t be {faid, what inconvenience
did Jenghis khan, Tamerlane, and other
caftern conquerors ever find from leaving
religion to 1ts natural courfe in the
countiries they {ubdued, and from having
chriftians, mahometans, and a variety of

pagans
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pagans under the {fame form of civil go-
vernment ! Are not both chriftianity and
mohammedani{fm, in fa&, eftablifhed
(the former at leaft fully tolerated) in
Turkey ; and what inconvenience, worth
mentioning, has ever arien from it?

Pity 1t 1s then, that more and fairer
experiments are not made ; when, judg-

ing from what 1s paft, the confequences
of unbounded lLberty, wn matters of reli-

gion, promife to be fo very favourable to
the beft interefts of mankind,

I am aware, that the connexion be-

tween civil and religious affairs, will be
urged for the neceflity of {fome inter-

ference of the legiflature with religion ;
and, as I obferved before, I do not deny
the connection. But as this connection
has always been found to be the greatelt
1n barbarous nations, and imperfet go-
vernments, to which it lends an ufeful
aid ; it may be prefumed, that 1t 1s gra-
dually growing lefs neceflary ; and that,
in the prefent advanced ftate of human
fociety, there is very little occafion for

I 2 1t.
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it. For my own part, 1 have no appre-
henfion, but that, at this day, the laws
might be obeyed very well without any
ccclefiaftical {anétions, enforced by the

civil magiftrate.

Not that I think religion will ever be
a matter of indifference 1n civil {ociety :
that 1s mmpoflible, if the word be un-
derftood in 1ts greateft latitude, and by
religion we mean that principle where-
by men are influenced by the dread of
evil, or the hope of reward from any
unknown and invifible caufes, whether
the good or evil be expefted to take
place 1n this world or another ; compre-
hending enthufiafin, fuperflition, and
every {pecies of falle religion, as well as
the true. Norisfuch an eventat all de-
firable; nay, the more juft motives men
have to the fame good adions, the bet-
ter ; but religions motives may ftill ope-~
rate i favour of the civil laws, without
fuch a conne&ion as has been formed
between them in ecclefiaftical eftablifh-
ments ; and, I think, this end would be

aniwered even better without that con-
nection, In
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In all the modes of religion, which
fubfift among mankind, however fub-
verfive of virtue they may be in theor Y,
there 1s {fome falvo for good morals ; 1o
that, in fact, they enforce the more ef-
fential parts, at leaft, of that condu&,
which the good order of {ocicty requires.
Befides, it might be expeted, that if all
the modes of religion were equally pro-
tected by the civil magiftrate, they would
all vie with one another, which fhould
belt deferve that proteGtion. This,
however, 1s, 1n faét, all the alliance
that can take place between religion and
civil policy, each enforcing the fame
conduct by different motives. Any other
allance between church and flate 1s only
the alliance of different {orts of worldly
minded men, for their temporal emo-
lument,

If T be urged with the horrid excefles
of the anabaptifts in Germany, about
the time of the reformation ; of the Le-
vellers in England, during the civil wars;
and the {hocking praétices of that peo-

ple in Afia, from whom we borrow the

I 3 term
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term affaffm; 1 anfwer, that, befides its
being abfolutely chimerical to apprehend
any fuch extravagances at prefent, and
that they can never fub{ift long ; fuch
outrages as thefe, againft the peace of {o-
ciety, may be reftrained by the civil ma-
giftrate, without his troubling himfelf
about religious opinions. If a man com-
mit murder, let him be punifhed as a
murderer, and let no regard be paid to
his plea of confcience for committing
the action; but let not the opinions,
which led to the aftion be meddled
with : for then, 1t is probable, thatmore
harm will be done than good, and, that

for a fmall evident advantage, nfque will
be run of endlefs and unknown evils ; or
if the civil magiftrate never interfere in
religion but in fuch cafes as thofe before
mentioned, the friends of liberty will
have no great reafon to complain, Con-
fidering what great encroachments have
been made upon their rights in feveral
countries of Europe, they will be fatis-
fied if part of the load be removed.
They will fupport themfelves with the

hope, that, as the ftate will certainly
find
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find a {folid advantage in every relaxation
of its claim upon men’s coniciences, it
will relax more and more of its pre-
tended rights ; till, at laft, religious opi-
nions, and religious actions, be as fiee as
the air we breathe, or the light of the
common fun.

Lacknowledge, with the ftatefman, that
the proper obje&t of the civil magiftrateis
the peace and well being of {ociety, and
that whatever tends to difturb that peace
and well being, properly comes under his
cognifance. 1 acknowledge feveral religi-
ous and moral, as well as political princi-
ples have a near connection with the well
being of {ociety. But, as was more fully
cxplained before, there are many cafes,
‘n which the happinels of {ocicty 1s near-
iv concerned, in which it would, never-
thelefs, be the greateft impropriety for
the civil magiftrate to interfere; as 1n
many of the duties of private life, the
obligations of gratituae, &c. Inall fuch
cafes, where the well being of {ociety is
moft nearly concerned, the civil magi-
ftrate has no right to interfere, unlefs he

can
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can do it to good purpofe. There is no
diafference, 1 apprehend, to be made in
this cafe, between the 72¢ht, and the wif-
dom of interference. If the interference
would be for the good of the {fociety up-
on the whole, it 15 wife, and rght ; 1f 1t
would do more harm than good, it is
foolifh and wrong. Let the fagacious
{tatefinan, therefore, confider, whether
the mterference of the civil magiftrate
be, in its own nature, calculated to pre-
vent the violation of the religious and
moral D]:inciples he may wiih to enforce,
I think it is clear, that when they are in
danger of being violated, his prefence is
{o far {from tending to remedy the evil,
that it muft neceflarily inflame it, and
make it worde.

It 1s univerfally underftood, that RE 1~
soN an¢ AUTHORITY arctwo things, and
that they have generally been oppoied to
one another. The hand of power, there-
fore, on the fide of any fet of principles
cannot but be a fufpicious circumitance.
And though the injuné’cion of the ma-
glﬁrate may filence woices, it multiplies

wwbifpers ;
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wwhifpers; and thole whilpers are the
¢hings at which he has the molt reafon
to be alarmed.

Befides, 1t 1s umverfally true, that
whercthe civil magiftrate has the greatelt
pretence for interfering in religious and
moral principles, hisinterference ({uppol-
ing there were no impropriety in it) 1s
the leaft neceflary. If the opinions and
pI *'nciples in queftion, be evidently fub-
ver rfive of all religion and all civil fomety‘

they muft be efldently falle, and ealy to

refute; {0 that there can be no danger
of their fpreading ; and the patrons of
nem may {afely be {uffered to mamtain

mem i the moft opecn manner they .
L.ullfe.

To mention thofe religious and moral
L.uu.(nples which Dr. Brown produccs, QS
the moit dellruétive to the well bes g of

{ociety 5 namely, that there i no Go,
and that theie 15 9 Jmm to be kept wvith
beretics,  So far am I {from bemﬂ Of 115
opinion, that it 1s neceflary to gumd
aoainft thefe principles by fevere penm
tl_;,
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ties, and not to tolerate thofe who main-
tain them, that I think, of' all opinions,
furcly fuch as thefe have nothing formi-
dable or alarming in them. They can
have no terrors but what the magiftrate
himfelf, by his ill-judged oppolition,
may give them. Perfecution may pro-
cure friends to any caufe, and poflibly to
this, but hardly any thing clfc can do it,
It is unqueftionable, that therc are more
atheifls and infidels of all kinds 1 Spain
and Italy, where religion 1s fo well
guarded, than in England ; and itis, per-
haps, principally owing to the laws m
favour of chriftianity, that there are fo
many deifts 1n this country.

For my own part, I cannot help think:
ing the principles of Dr. Brown very
dangerous 1n a free {tate, and therefore
cannot but wiih they were exterminated.
But I {hould not think that ilencing him
would be the beft method of doing it
No, let him, by all means, be encourag-
cd in making his fentiments public; both
that their dangerous tendency, and

their futility may more clearly appear.
Had
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Had I the direttion of the prefs, he

{hould be welcome to my wiprimatur for
any thing he {hould pleafe to favour the
world with; and ready, if I know my-
felf, {hould I be, to furnifh him with
every convenience 1n my power for that
purpofe. It s for the intereft of truth
that every thing be viewed in fair and
open day light, and itcan only be fome
finifter purpofe thatis favoured by dark-
nefs or concealment of any kind. My
{entiments may be fallacious, but if no
body were allowed to write again{t me,
how couid that fallacy be made to ap-
pear! Be the prayer of the magnanimous
Ajax ever mine,

ooy o° cuSgny, do¢ 87 epSeruniay 0eaSan,
By o QaEL HAL CAETTOV Homer. Lib. 17. V. 64.6.

This writer artfully mentions only
three opinions or principles, one under
each clafs of refigion, morals, and politics,
as neceflary to be guarded by civil penal-
ties, and not to be tolerated ; and, no
doubt, he has chofen thofe principles
which a friend to his country would
moft wifh to have fupprefled, and with

regard
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regard to which, he would leaft {crupu-
loufly examine the means that might be
ufed to {upprefs them. This, Britons,
15 the method 1n which arbitrary power
has ever been introduced ; and is well
known to have been the method ufed
by the thirty tyrants of Athens, They

firt cut oft perfons the moft generally
obnoxious, and {uch as the {tanding laws

could not reach ; and even that intel-
ligent people were fo far duped by their
refentment, that they were not aware,
that the very fame methods might be
employed to take off the worthieft men
in the city, And 1if ever arbitrary

power {hould gain ground in England,
it will be by means of the fecming

neceflity of having recourfe to illegal
methods, in order to comec at opinions
or perfons generally obnoxious. DBut
when thefe illegal practices have once
beenauthorized, and have pafled into pre-
cedents, all perfons, and all opintons will
lie at the mercy of the prime minfter,
who will animadvert upon whatever
gives him umbrage,

Happy
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Happy would 1t be for the unfufpet-
ing fons of liberty, if ther enemies -
would fay, at firft, how far they meant
to proceed againit them. To fay, as
Dr. Brown does, that there are many
opinions and principles which ought not
to be tolerated, and to-inftance only in
three, 1s very {uipicious and alarming.
Let him {ay, in the name of all the
friends of liberty, I challenge him, or
any of his friends to fay, how many
more he has thought proper not to men-
tion, and what they are; that we may
not admit the foot of arbitrary power,
before we fee what fize of a body the
monfter has to follow 1it.

Such 1s the connection and gradation
of opinions, that if once we admit there
are fome which ought to be guarded by
civil penalties, it will ever be impoilible
to diftinguith, to general {atisfaction, be-
tween thofe whichmay be tolerated, and
thofe which may not. No two men liv-
ing, were they queftioned firiétly,
would give the fame lift of fuch funda-
mentals, Far eafier were it to diftin-

guifh
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ouifh the exact boundaries of the ani-
mal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms
in nature, which yet naturalifts find to
be impoffible. But a happy circum-
ftance 1t 1s for human fociety, that, mn
religion and morals, there 1s no neceflity
to diftinguifh them atall. The more
important will guard them{elves by their
own evidence, and the lefs important
do not deferve to be guarded.

Political principles, indeed, may re-
quire penal fan&ions ; but then 1t 1s for
the very {fame reafon that religious and
moral principles require none. Itis be-
caufe they do not carry their own evi-
dence along with them. Governments
actually eftablilhed muft guard them-
lelves by penalties and intolerance, be-
caufe forms of government, and perfons
prefiding in them, being nearly arbitrary,
it may not be very evident that a diffe-

rent government, or different gover-
nors, would not be better for a flate.

Laws relating to treafon are to be con-~
idered as arifing from the principle of
{elf-prefervation. But even with re-

{pect
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fpect to civil government, it 1s better not
to guard every thing {o ftrongly as that -
no alteration can ever be made 1n it

Nay, alterations are daily propofed, and
daily take place in our civil government,

in things both of great and {mall confe-
quence. They are improvements in
religion only that receive no counte-
nance from the ftate: a fate fingular and
hard !

Belides, fo many are the fubtle dif-
tinctions relating to religion and morals,
that no magiltrate or body of magi-
itrates, could be fuppofed to enter into
them; and yet, without entering into
them, no laws they could make would
be cffeCtual. To inftance in the firft of
Dr. Brown’s principles, and the moft
elfential of them, viz. the being of a
God. The magiftrate muft define {tr1ét-
Iy what he means by the term God, for
otherwife Epicureans and Spinozifts
might be no atheifts ; or Anans or Atha-
naftans might be obnoxious to the law.
The magiftrate muft likewife punifh, not
only thofe who direCtly maintain the

principles
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principles of Atheilm (for evafions are
{o eaily to find, that fuch laws would
hurt no body) but he muft punifh thofe
who do itindire&ly ; and what opinions
are therc not, in religion, morals, and
even natural philofophy, which might
not be {aid to lead to Atherddmm? The
doltrine of equivocal generation, for
inftance, might certainly be thought of
this kind, as well as many others,
which have been very harmlefsly main-
tained by many good chriftians.

I am fenfible, that in the few par-
ticulars which Dr. Brown has thought
proper to mention, his intolerant prin-
ciples are countenanced by Mr. Locke;
but, as far as | can recolle®, thele arc
21l the opmions which he would
not tolerate ; whereas this writer al-
ierts there are many; {o that he mult
provide himfelf with {ome other au-
thority for the reft. DBefides I make
no doubt, the great Mr. Locke would,
without the leaft reluctance, have given
up any of his afiertions, upon find-
ing 10 bad an ufe made of them, and
| that
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that the coniequenees of them were o
very unfavourable to his own great ob-
ject, and contradictory to his leading
principles ; and that he would, with
indignation, have given up any adhe-
rents toarbitrary power, who, from fuch
a pretence as this, fhould have claimed
his protetion from the generous pur-
fuit of the friends of hiberty, of rea-
fon, and of mankind, After all, the
controver{y 1s not about men, but prin-
ciples. And {o great an enemy as Mr.
Locke, to all authority in matters of
opinion, would not have been {o incon-
fiftenst as to have excepted his own.

It will be faid, that a regard to liberty
itfelf muft plead for one exception to the
principles of toleration. The papifts, it
is alledged, are fuch determined enemies
to liberty, civil and ecclefiaftical, and fo
cifeGually alienated from the interefls
of a proteftant country and government,
that proteftants, who havs a regard for
their own fafety, and the great caufe in
which they are engaged, cannot tolerate
them. If they do it, 1t 1s at their own

K peril ;
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peril ; fo that the perfecution of papifts
15, in fa&, nothing more than a di&ate
of {clf-prefervation.

This plea, I own, 1s plaufible; and
two centuries ago 1t 15 no wonder it had
confiderable weight ; but perfecution by
proteflants, 1n this enlightened age, ap-
pears 10 utterly repugnant to the great
principle of their caufe, that I with they
would view 1t in every point of light,
before they {erioufly adopt any fuch
meafurc.  And I cannot help thinking,
that the refult of a more mature confi-
deration of this fubjet will not be to
render evid for evil to our old mother
church, but rather a more indulgent
treatment than we have as yet vouch-

{afed to afford her.

In the firlt place, I cannot imagine
that the increafe of popery, in thefe
kingdoms, will ever be {o confiderable,
as to give any juit alarm to the friends
of liberty. All the addrefs and afhduity
of man cannot, certainly, recommend {o

abfurd a fyftem of faith and pradice to
any
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any but the loweft and moft illiterate of
our common people, who can never
have any degree of influence in the ftate.
The number of popith gentry muft grow
lefs ; partly through the influence of
fathion, and partly through the con-
viction of thofe who have a liberal
education, which will neceffarily throw
proteftant books 1nto their hands.

The French tranflator of Warburton’s
Alliance, 1n an addrefs to Cardinal Fleury,

(in which he recommends {uch a fyftem
of church eftablithment and toleration
as this of the Bilhop of Gloucefter) ob-
ferves, that the number of Roman ca-
tholicks 1n England diminifhes every
day, and that the only reafon why they
are not fo good fubjects in this country,
as they are 1n Holland, 1s, that they are
under more reftraints here.

If the popifh priefts and miffionaries
have the fuccels which it 1s pretended
they have, I am almoft perfuaded, that
the moft effeétual arguments they have

employed for this purpofe, have been
K2 drawn
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drawn from the rigour of our prefent
laws refpecting the papifts. They tell
the people, that, conicious of the weak-
nefs of our caufe, we dare not give them
full liberty to teach and exercife their
religion ; knowing that the excellency of
it is fuch, that, if it were publicly exhi-
bited, 1t would attract unmiverfal admara-
tion ; and that what we are not able to

filence by argument, we f{upprefs by
force.

Belides, the traces and remains of
popery are {o ftriking in the book of
common prayer, and in the whole of
our ecclefiaftical eftablifhment, that the
derivation of 1t from the popifh {yftem
cannot be concealed ; and hence it may
not be difficult for an arttul papift, to
perfuade many of the common people
to quit the thadow, and have recourfe to
the fubftance ; to abandon the interefls
of an apoftate child, and adopt that of
1ts ancient and venerable parent.

Let the church of England then, be-
fore 1t be too late, make a farther re-
formation
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formation from popery, and leave fewer
of the {ymbols of the Romiﬂli church
about her ; and the ideas of her mem-
bers being more remote from every thmg
that has any connection with popery,
the popifh miflionaries will have much
more difficulty inmaking them compre-
hend and relifhit. A convert to popery
from any of the {feéts of proteftant diffen-
ters (who are farther removed from the
popith fyftem than the church of Eng-
land) 1s very rarely heard of, And
this effe@t is not owing to any particular
care of their munifters to guard their
hearers againft popery ; but becaufe the
whole {yftem of their faith and practice
s {o contrary to it, that even the com-
mon people among them, would as foon
turn mahometans, or pagans, as become

papifts.

Inftead, then, of uling more rigour
with the papifts, let us allow them a full
toleration. We fhould, at leaft, by this
means, be better judges of theéir num-
ber, and increafe. And I alfo think

they would be much lefs formidable in
K 3 thele
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thefe circumftances, than they are at
prefent. It they be enemies, an open
enemy 15 lefs dangerous than a {ecret one.
And if our ecclefiaftical eftablifhment
muit not be reformed, and removed far-
ther from popery ; let the clergy, as the
belt fuccedaneum for fuch an effeGtual
antidote again{t their poifon, thow
more zeal in the difcharge of their pa-
raochial duties, and give more attention
to thewr flocks. Half the zeal which
the papifts employ, to make converts,
would be more than {fufficient to prevent
any from being made. Whofe bufinefs
15 it to counteraét the endeavours of the
popifh emiffaries, but thofe whom the
{tate has appointed the guardians of the
people in {piritual matters ; and what is
their calling in the aid of the civil pow-
er, but an acknowledgement of a neg-

le& of their proper duty ?

It may be {aid, that the particular
fitvation of this country fhould be a
motive with all the friends of our happy
conftitution, tokeep a watchful eye over

the papifts ; fince a popith religion may,

at
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at length, fix a popih pretender upon
the throne of thefe kingdoms. Serioufly
as this argument for perfecution might
have been urged formerly, I cannot help
thinking that, ever fince the laft rebellion,
the apprehenfion on which it is ground-
ed, is become abfolutely chimerical, and
therefore that it does notdeferve a {erious
anfwer.  After the pope himfelf has re-
fufed to acknowledge the heir of the Stu-
art family to be king of England, what
can a papilt, as fuch, have to plead for
him ? And, for my own part, I make no
doubt, there are men of good fenic a-
mong the popith gentry, at leaft, and
perfons of property of that perfuafion,
as well as among perfons of other reli-
aious profeflions ; and therefore, that if
they lay under fewer civil difadvantages,
they would not only chearfully acquiefce
in, but would become zealoufly attached
to our excellent form of free govermment ;
and that, upon any emergency, they
would bravely ftand up forit, proteftant
as it 1s, 1n oppofition to any popifh fyftem
of arbitrary power whatever.

Befides,
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Befides, when a popifh country is at
this very time,* {howing us an example
of a toleration, more perfet, in {cveral
refpe@s, than any which the church of
England allows to thofe who diffent from
fher, 1s it not time to advance a Iittle
tarther? Political confiderations may

juitly be allowed to have {fome weight
in this cafe. France may reafonably be

expected to follow, and improve upon
the example of Poland; and if we do
not make fome Ipeedy improvement of
liberty, that great and indefatigable
rival power, by one mafter ftroke of
policy, may almoft depopulate this great

and flourfhing kingdom,

We often hear 1t faid, that if France
grows wile, and admits of toleration,
England 1s undone. Novelty, and a
milder climate, will, no doubt, attra&
multitudes; and whenever the French
make a reformation, as their minds are

much more enlightened, than thofe of
the Enghﬂl reformers were, when our

prefent
* Written in 1768.
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prefent eftablifhment was fixed, their
rcformation will, in all probability, be

much more perfect than ours. And if

the French through our folly, and the
ambition, avarice, or bafenefs of {ome
{piritual dignitaries, {hould be permitted
to take the lead in this noble work, and

our emulation be not roufed by their ex-
ample, the future motto of England

may, with too much propriety, be taken
from Bacon’s {peaking {tatue, TimE 15
PAST.

SECTION VL

Some  diftinttions  that have beer
made on the ﬁzéje&’- of re/z;gfom
liberty, and toleration confidered.

¥ N order to illuftrate {fome of the fun-
ﬂ damental principles of religious liber-
ty, I beg the reader’s indulgence while 1
animadvert on a few diftinétions that

have been fuggefted by fome perfons who
have
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have written, at different times, on this
{ubjed, and which I think have tended
to introduce confufion into cur ideas
concerning it. Many of myrcaders may
think fome of the cafes 1 thall mention,
unworthy of the notice I have taken of
them, but I hope they will excule my
oiving them a placein this {fection, when
they confider that it 1s, at leaft, poilible
they may have occationed {fome difhiculty
to other perfons, unuied to thefe{pecula-
tions.

I. Religion 1s fometimes confidered as
of a perfonal, and {ometimes as of a po-
litical nature. Infome meafure, indeed,
every thing that concerns individuals
muft affect the {ocieties which they com-
pofe; but it by no means follows, that
it is, therefore, r1¢ht, or <wwife for {oci-
cties (2. ¢. mankind collettively taken)
to intermeddle with every thing, {o as
to make laws, and appoint fanctions
concerning every thing s Dbecaufe, in
numberlefs cafes, more confufion and
inconvenience would necceflarily arife
from the interference, than from the

want
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want of it ; fince individualsare, in many
refpects, better fituated for the purpofe

of judging and providing for them{elves
than magiftrates, as fuch, can be.

Thefe, and many other reafons, lead
me to confider the bufinefs of religion,
and every thing fairly connected with
it, as intirely a perfonal concern, and al-
together foreign to the nature, objedt,
and ufe of civil magiitracy.

Befides, there 1s fomething 1n the na-
ture of religion that makes it more than
out of the proper [phere, or province of
the civil magiftrate to intermeddle with
it. The duties of religion, properly un-
derftood, feem to be, in fome meafure,
incompatible with the interference of
the civil power. For the purpofe and
obje& of religion neceflarily {fuppole #5e
powers of individuals, and a refponfibility,
which is the confequence of thole pow-
ers; {o that the civil magiftrate, by
taking any of thofe powers from 1ndi-
viduals, and affuming them to him{elf,

doth fo far incapacitate them for the
duties
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duties of religion. If, for inftance, I

be commanded by divine authority to |
Jearch the feriptures, and the magiftrate
forbid me the ufe of them, how can |
difcharge my duty? And for the fame
reafon, I muft think the authority of
the magiftrates oppoled to that of God,
1n every cafe in which human laws im-
pede the ufe of my faculties in matters
of religion.

As a being capable of immortal life
(which is a thing of infinitely more con-
{fequence to me than all the political
confiderations of this world) I muft en-
deavour to render myfelf acceptable to
God, by {uch difpofitions and fuch con-
“du@, as he has required, in order to fit
me for future happinefs. For this pur-
pofe, it is evidently requifite, that I dili-
gently ufe my reafon, in order to make
mylelf acquainted with the will of God ;
and alfo that I have liberty to do what-
‘ever I believe he requires, provided I do

not moleft my fellow creatures by fuch
aflumed hiberty. . But all human efta-

blilhments, as {uch, obftruét freedom of
10GUILY
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inquiry in matters of religion, by lay-
ing an #ndwe bwas upon the mind, if
they be not fuch, as by their exprefs
conflitutions prevent all inquiry, and
preclude every poflible effed of it,

Chriftianity, by being a more {piritual
and moral conititution than any other
form of religion that ever appeared in
the world, requires men to think and a&
for them{elves more accurately than any
other. But human eftablifhments, by
calling off men’s attention from the
commandments of God to thofe of men,
tend to defeat the great ends of religion.
They are, therefore, 1ncompatible with
the gentus of chriftianity.

II. Inexamining theright of the civil
magiftrate to eftablifh any mode of reli-
sion, or that of the fubje& to oppofe 1t
the goodnefs of the religion, or of the
mode of it, is not to be taken into the
queftion ; but only the propriety (which 1s
the fame with the wt:/ity ) of the civil ma-
giftrateas fuch, interfering in the bufinefs.
For what the magiftrate may think to be

very
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very juft, and even conducive to the good
of {fociety, the fubjet may think to be
wrong, and hurtful to it. If a chriftian
magiftrate hath a right to eftablifh any
mode of the chriftian religion, or the
chriftian religion in general, a Mahome-
tan governor muft have the fame right
to eftablifh the Mahometan religion ;
and no liberty can be claimed by a chri-
{tian under a Mahometan government,
to exercife the chriftian religion, that
may not, in the fame degree, be claimed
by a Mahometan fubje& of a chriftian
government, to exercife the Mahometan
religion.  Alfo, if it be unreafonable and
oppreflive to oblige chriftian {ubjects to
fupport the Mahometan religion, it Is
equally unreafonable and opprefiive to
oblige a Mahometan to fupport the chri-
ftian religion, in the place where he re-
{ides ; or to oblige chriftians of one de-~
nomination to fupport another mode of

it, which they do not approve.

The authority of God and conicience
may always, with equal juftice, be op~ -

pofed to human authority ; and the ap-
peal
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peal of Peter and John to the Jewilh
magiftrates, concerning their obligation
to obey God rather than man, will equally
ferve a Proteftant in a Popith eftablith-
ment, or a Diflenter of any kind in a
Proteftant one. It 1s of no avail to the
Papift, or the Proteftant, in any eftablifh-
ment, to pretend that the religion they
enforce 1s true, or that it is the fame, in
ceneral, with that which thofe who dif-
fent from them profels ; becaufe the Pro-
teftant and the Diflenter do not objeét
to the eftablifhment in thofe refpe@s in
which they believe it to be #rue, but in
thofe in which they believe it to be fa/f,
and to require them to believe and do.
what their con{cience difapproves. And
for a Proteftant of any denomination
whatever, to maintain his own right to
reft the impofitions of a Popifh govern-
ment, and at the fame time to infift up-
on a right to 1mpofe upon his fellow
chriftians of other Proteftant denomina-

tions, 15 too abfurd to admit of a formal
refutation.

1.
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III. Some perfons, of narrow minds,
may be ready to admit of a plea for the
toleration of all {eéts of LProteffants.
They may bear them fome degree of
ogcod will, as brethren, or at lealt, ag
diftant relations, though the blood 1n their
veins benotequally pure with their own;
but, in order to demonftrate that therc
may be a licentioufnefs in toleration,
and that we muft {top {fomewhere, they
{fay, “ What muft we do with heathens
“ and atheifts.” 1 anfwer, the very {ame
that you, chriftians, would wih that
heathens and atheifts, in your fituation,
{thould do to you, being in theirs. It
vour party has been fo long 1n power,
that you cannot, even in {uppofition, fe-
parate the idea of it from that of the
auchority which has been {fo long con-
nected with it ; read the hiftory of the
primitive church, and {ee what 1t was
that the firft chriftians wifhed and plead-
ed for, under the Pagan emperors. Read
the antient chriftian apologies ; and do
the infidels of the prefent age the juftice
to put them, or at leaft part of them, in-
to their mouths,

V.
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IV. Others have the moderation and
good {enie to admit the reafonablenefs of
perfons being allowed to judge for them-~
{elves, and to ¢tk as they pleafe in mat-
ters of religion, and even to exercife
whatever mode of religion their confci-
ences approve of ; but they will not ad-
mit of any thing that has a tendency to
- increafe the obnoxious fect; no publi-
cation of books, or other attempts to
make profelytes; not even a refle@ion
upon the eftablifhed religion, though it
be neceflary to a vindication of their
own. But what fignifies a privilege of
judging for ourfelves, if we have not the
neceflary means of forming a right judg-
ment, by the perufal of books contain-
g the evidence of both fides of the
queftzon ! What fome diftinguith by the
names of acfive and paffrve oppofition to
an eftablifhed religion, differ only in
name and degree. To detend myleld,
and to attack my adverfary, 1s, in many
cafes, the very fame thing, and the one
cannot be done without the other.

L Befides,
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Befides, the perfons who make ufe of
this diftin&ion, thould conhder that, for
the reafons they alledge, the Jewifh ru-
lers did right to torbid Peter and John
to preach, or to teach, in the name of
Jefus of Nazareth, and that Peter and
john did wrong in not {fubmitting to that
prohibition. They fhould confider that
the primitive chriftians, under heathen
governments, had no right, according
to their maxims, to any thing more than
the private exercife of their worfhip, and
that they offended againft the powers
that then were, and that were ordamned of
God, when they wrote their excellent
books, and took the pains they did to
propagate their rehigion among all ranks
of men, and among all nations of the
world ; though they acted 1n obedience
to the {olemn mjunchion of our Lord,
who bade them go and preach the gofpel
fo every creature,

By the gofpel every chriftian will, and
muft underftand, the gofpel in its puri-
ty; 7. ¢. what he apprchends to be the
pure gofpel; in oppofition, not only t

heathemim
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heatheniim, and religions fundamentally
falle, but to erroncous chriftianity, or
to religions that are i part true, What-
ever be thereligious opinions, therefore,
that I {erioufly think are agreeable to
the word of God, and of importance to
the happinefs of mankind, I look upon
myfelf as obliged to take every prudent
method of propagating them, both by
the ufe of ipeech and writing ; and the
man who refrains from doing this, when
he is convinced that he thould do good
upon the whole by attempting it, what-
ever rifque he might run in confequence
of oppofing anti-chriftian eftablifhments,

is a traitor to his proper lord and mafter,
and thows that he fears more them wha

can only kill the body (whether by the
heathen methods of beheading, crucify=
ing, throwing to the wild beafts, &c.
or the chriftian methods of burning a-
live, and roafting before a flow fire)
than him, who can caft both foul and body
o bell,

V.It 1s faid by {fome, who think them-~

felves obliged to vindicatethe conduct of
L 2 Chriit
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Chrift and his-apoftles, that, though no
general plea to oppofe an eftablifhed re-
ligion can be admitted, 1n excufe of a
pretended reformer, yet that a fpecial
plea, fuch as a belief .of a divine com-
miflrton, will excufe him. But I can fee
no material difference 1 thefe cafes.
The voice of confcience 15, 10 all cafes, as
the wawce ¢f God to every man. It s,
therefore, my duty to endeavour to en-
lighten the minds of my friends, my
countrymen, and mankind in general,
~as faras I 'have ability and opportunity ;
and to exert myfelf with -more or lefs
zeal, in proportion, as I myfelf {hall
judge the importance of the occafion
requires ; let my honeft endeavours be
confidered as ever {o fa&ious and fediti-
ous, by thofe who are aggrieved by
them. It 1s no new cry among the ene-
mies of reformation, The mer. who have
turned the world upfide down are come

hither alfo.

VL. There are fome who confine the
obligatton to propagate chriftianity to
the clergy, and even to thofe of them

who
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who Kave a regular commiffion for that
purpofe, according to the form of efta-
blifhed churches ; and' fay that laymer
cannot be underany obligation to trouble
themfelves about it, in whatever part of
the world they be caft ; -and what they
{ay concerning the propagation of chri-
ftianity they would extend to the refor-
mation of it. But I can {ee no founda-
tion for this diftinétion, either in reafon,
orin the feriptures. The propagation,
or reformation of chriftianity, is com-
prehended in the general idea of pro-

moting ufeful knowledge of any kind, and
this 1s certainly the duty of every man,
i proportion to his ability and oppor-
tunity. B

Our Saviour gives no hint of any dif-
ference between clergy and laity among
his difciples. The twelve apoftles were
only diftinguifhed by him as appointed
witnefles of his life, death, and refur-

retion. After the defcent of the Holy
Ghoft, {fupernatural gifts were equally

communicated to all chriftian converts.
The diftin¢tion of elders was only fuch
L. 3 as
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as years and experience intitled men to,

and only refpected the internal govern-
ment of particular churches. As to the
propagation of chriftianity abroad, or
the reformation of corruptions in it at
home, there is nothing in the {criptures,
that can lead us to 1magine 1t to be the
duty of one man more than another.
Every man who underftands the chri-
ftian religion, I confider as having the
fame commiffion to teach 1t, as that of
any bithop, in England, or in Rome.

VII. Some of the advocates for efta-
blithments lay great ftrefs on the diftinc-
tion between pofitive and negative re-
{traints put upon diflenters. The for-
mer they affet to difclaim, but the lat-
ter they avow, and pretend that it 1s no
perfecution. But here I can find no real
difference, except in degree. An exclu-
fion from an advantage, and a fubjection
to a pofitive difadvantage agree 1n this,
that a man who is fubje& to either of
them is in ¢ worfe condition on that ac-
count, than he would otherwife have

been. If a man, for confcience fake, be
excluded
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excluded from a lucrative office, to
which another perfon, of a different per-
fuafion, has accefs; he fuffers as much,
as 1f the office had been open to him,
and a fine, equal to the advantage he .
would have gained by 1t, 1impofed upon
him. Nay, it 1s ealy to {fuppofe cafes,
i which negative reftraints may be a
greater hard{hip than pofitive ones.
The wmterdiction of fire and water 1s not a
{entence of pofitive punithment, and yet
banithment, or death muft be the con-
fequence. Notwithftanding all this, ne-
oative reftraints, however fevere, mulft
not be called perfecution, while pofitive -
reftraints, how hght {oever, cannot be
denied to fall under that obnoxious ap-

pellation,

In reality thofe who defend the necefli-
ty and propriety of laying diflenters under
negative reftraints, without chufing to be
advocates for pofitive ones, are only a-
fraid of the term perfecution, which, hap-
pily for the friends of liberty, lies under
an odwm at prelent ; but their arguments
would be much clearer, and lofe nothing

of
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of their ftrength ; and their 1deas would
be more free from confufion, if they
would openly maintain, that a certain
degree of perfecution was juft, though
certain degrees of it were unjult; and
they might eafily fay, that they could
not pretend to fix any precife boundary
in this cafe, but muft leave it to be deter-

mined by circumitances.

SECTION VIL

~ Farther obfervations concerning the

extent of ecclefioftical authority,
and the power of civil governors

7 matters of religion.

T 1s faid that a chrifian church, or a
chriftian {ociety, and the power of
chriftian focieties, are certainly {poken
of in the New Tefltament ; that {ocieties

cannot {ubfit without officers and lawws,
nor
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nor canlaws be enforced without penaltics.
All this, and every confequence of the
like nature, 1s readily granted ; but the
{an¢tions of the church of Chrift in this
world are, like it{elf, and like the wea-
pons of the chriffian wayfare, not carnal,
and temporal, but of a Jpiritual nature;
and do not affet a-man’s perfon, life,
liberty, or eftate.  All that our Saviour
dire@s, in cafe of the greateft refradto-
rinefs, is to confider {uch obftinate of-
fenders as hecathen men and publicans 5 that
15, we are juftified in ceafing to look up-~
on them as brethren and tellow chrifti-
ans; and they are not intitled to our pe-
culiar affeCtion, and attention, as fuch.

The delivering over to Satan, which St -
Paul mentions, as a punifhment for the
areateft offence that could be committed
in the chriftian church, is not a deliver-
ing over to the czvil magifirate, or to the
executioner. In fhort, all that the New
Teftament authorizes a chriftian church,
or its officers, to do, is to exclude from
their fociety thofe perfons whom they
deem unworthy of it. There is no hint

of
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of {uch excluded members lymg under
any civil difqualification. If they were
not to be confidered as chriffzans, and pro-
per members of chriftian {ocieties ; they
were ftill men, proper members of civil
{fociety, and not liable to civil penalties,

unlefs they had, likewife, offended againt
the laws of the ftate.

The horrid {fentence of excommunication,
as 1t 1s 1n ufe 1n the church of Rome, or
the church of England, is well known
not to have been introduced into the
chriftian church, till the Roman Em-
perors became chriftians; and was not
~eftablifhed n its full extent till about the
fifth century, when it was adopted by
the barbarous Celtes, and other Germa-
nic nations, and made fimilar to what
they had practifed in their own Druidi-
cal religion ; which was, in this refped,
analogous to that of the Hindoos. In
both of them excommunication was the
heavieft punithment that could be in-
curred in human fociety, as 1t cut a man
off from all the benefits of it.

[t
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It will be faid that, in the times of St.
Paul, temporal penalties were infli¢ted
upon members of the chriftian church,
for their irregularities committed in it.
For this caufe, {ays the apoftle, fome are
weak and fickly among you, and fome flecp ;
which 1s generally underftood to refer to
ficknefs and death, as a punifhment for
their thameful abufe of the inftitution
of the Lord’s fupper. But it {hould be
confidered, that thefe punifhments were .
the immediate acf of God, and in the
firiceft fenfe miraculous, like the deazh
of Ananias and Sapphira, or the blind-
nefs of Elymas the {orcerer. . Thefe
cafes, therefore, will not authorize pu-
nifhments infli¢ted by men. All that
can be done to thofe who are guilty of
contempt againft church power, 15 to
leave them to the judgment of God, who will
{ufliciently protect his church, and who
15 a better judge of 1ts real danger than
man can be: and if he chuie to bear with
{fuch offenders, what have we to do to

obftruct the effeéts of his long {uffering

and Mercy ?

I have
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I have no objection, however, on my
own account, to allowing ecclefiaftical
officers to do more than Chnft, than St,
Paul, or the other apoftles ever pretend-
ed to. Let them not only prediéf, but,
if their zeal prompt them to 1t, let them
unprecate divine judgments. Let them
pray that God awould [peedily plead his
own caufe, taking 1t for granted to be.
their own. Were I the obnoxious per-
fon, I thould be very eafy upon the oc-

calion, provided their own cruel and
mercilefs hands were not upon me.

It is allowed by many, that chriftian -
churches, as {uch, and 1its -officers, as
fuch, have no right to infli¢t civil punifh-
ments ; butthey {ay the civil magiftrate
may embrace the chriftian religion, and
enforce its precepts by civil penalties.
‘But have civil magiftrates, when they
become chriftians, a power of altering,
or new modelling the chriftian religion,
any moie than other members of the
chriftian church?® If not, its laws and
{fan&ions remain juft as they did before,

fuch as Jefus Chrift and his apoitles lett
them ;
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them ; and the things that may have
been {ubflituted in their place, cannot
be called chriftiamity, but are {omething
elie. '

If the civil magiftrate chufe to become
1 chriftian, by all means let the doors of
the chriftian church be open to him, as
they ought to be to all, without diftinc-
tion or refpeét of perfons ; but when he
is in, let him be confidered as no more
than any other private chriftian. Give
him a vote in all cafes 1n which the
whole aflembly is concerned, but let him,
like others, be fubje&t to church cenfures,
and even to be excommunicated, or ¢x-

cluded for notorious 11l behaviour.

It is, certainly, contrary to all ideas
of common fenfe, to fuppofe that civil
magiftrates embracing chriftianity have,
therefore, a .power of making laws for
the chriftian church, and enforcing the
obfervance of them by fanctions alto-
gether unfuitable to its nature. ‘The
idea cannot be admitted without fup-

pofing a total change in the very firlt
principles
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principles and eflentials of chriftianity,
If civil penalties be introduced into the
chriftian church, it 1s, in every {fenfe,
and to every purpofe, making 1t a king-
dom of this world. lts governors then
aflome a power over men’s perfons and
property, a power unknown 1in the mfti-
tutes of our religion. If, moreover, the
civil magiftrate take upon him to pre-
{cribe creeds and confeflions of faith, as
1s the cafe in England, what 1s it but to
ulfarp a domimon over the faith of chri-
ftuans, a power, which the apoitles them-
felves exprefsly diiclaimed.

[t may be faid, that the civil magi-
ftrate, upon embracing chriftianity, and
being convinced of the excellency of 1ts
precepts, may chufe to incorporate them
into his {cheme of civil policy, and en-
force them by civil penalties, not as
matters of religion, but as belonging to
civil government. Thus Chrift has for-
bidden polygamy, and the civil magi-
firate (a Turk for inftance) being con-
verted to chriftianity, in order to put

an end to the former cuftom, may make
1t
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it death to marry two wives. He may
al{fo think the minifters of the chriftian
church a very refpectable order of men,
and inveft them with civil power; where-
by they may be enabled to infli¢t civil
punifhments, in cafes where, before,
they could only make ufe of admoniti-
ons ; and he may tax the people for their
fupport. Thinking one mode of chri-
{tianity preferable to another, may he
not alfo, arm its minifters, with a civil
power for {fupprefling the reft; when, be-
fore, they could only have ufed argu-
ments for this purpofe? Are civil and
ecclefiaftical powers {overy incompatible
that the {fame perfons may not be inveft~
ed with both? Were not all heads of fa-
milies, both kings and priefls, in the pa-
triarchal times !

I anfwer, that, whatever regulations
the civil magiftrate may adopt, yet, as
his ~adopting of them, and enforcing
them by civil penalties makes them, con-
fefledly, to be of a civil nature, he 1s
not intitled to obedience with refpeét to
them, fo far as they are of a religious

nacure.
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nature.- If) therefore, any private chri-
{tian {hould differ in opinion from his
civil magiitrate, or thofe invefted by him
with civil power, with refpet to thofe
things which are of a religious nature,
ne cannot confider himfelf as under any
.more obligation to {ubmit to him, than
he would be to fubmit to a heathen maz-
oiftrate 1 the fame cafe. A confcienti-
ous chriftian will never hefitate about
obeying God rather than man, though
that man fhould be a magiftrate, or
though he {hould be a chriftian,-and af-
{ume the title of {fupreme head of the
whole, orany part of the chriftian church.
Any other maxims than thefe, it is evi-
dent, might be attended with the utter
- {ubverfion of the chriftian religion. For
the civil magiftrate would have nothing
to do but to adopt chriftianity into his
{yftem of civil policy; and then, hav-
ing the whole within his own cogni-
zance, he might add and alter at plea-
fure, till he had made it quite a diffe-
rent thing from what he found it.

it
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It 1s upon this principle of the civil
magiltrate converting chriftianity into
civil policy, or fomething fimilar to it,
that Dr. Balguy, and, I believe, moft of
the advocates for church power in Eng-

land at prefent, found their claim to ec-
clefiaftical authority. The clergy of

former ages went upon quite another
ground. They claimed authority jure
divino, and {corned to derive their pow-
er from the civil magiftrate, Thefe two
{pecies of authority were perpetually op-
pofed to one another; and the church
encroached upon the {tate, or the ftate
upon the church, as opportunity favour=
ed their refpective attempts; infomuch

that the hiftory of Europe, in the dark
ages, 1s little more than an account of
the violent ftruggles between thefe two
CONtrary powers.

The Romifh clergy ftill keep up the
fame pretences, and {o did the clergy of
the church of England, till they were
fairly argued, or laughed out of them.

Upon this, they have, lately, {et up ano-
ther claim to power, not contrary to, but

M under
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under that of the civil magiftrate. In
their prelent ideas, the ecclefiaftical efta-
blithmentis a creature of the flate. They
confider themfelves as civi/ officers, em-~
ployed by the king to teach the religion
the {tate has adopted, and they receive
their wages, as other fervants of the

CTOWIl,

Now, admitting all this, what have
the people to do with them as minifters
of the gofpel, and {ervants of Jefus
Chrift; fince they teach for doltrines the
commandments of men? Hitherto the chri-
ftian people of this country have ima-
gined, that their minifters came to them
with a commiffion from Chrift, to teach
them the things that relate to their ever-
lafting happinefs, and thereby {fecure
the falvation of their immortal {ouls.
Hitherto they have held them in reve-
rence as fucceflors of the apoftles, and
Sfubmitted themfelves to them, as to per-
fons, who watched for thewr fouls, as thofe
who muff giwve an account fo thew chief
[fbepherd, when ke fhall appear, and who,

for their good, were invefted with {piri-
tual



ECCLESIASTICAL AUTAORITY. 16;

tual power, independent of all human
authority.

Should they not now, therefore, be
apprized, that their ghoftly {uperiors
have, of late, renounced the principle on
which they have hitherto yielded them
obedience, and that their clergy chufe
to rank with juftices of the peace, and
other civil and crown officers, that they
may, accordingly, change the mode of
refpect they have hitherto paid them ?

Not that I wonder that the advocates
for the church of England have changed
the ground of their defence, and that
they are not a lhttle embarafied with
their temporal fupreme bead. It was a
thing thatwas quite #zew 1n the chriftian
church, a thing that was Dy no means
their own choice, origmnally, but was
forced upon them, and what they are
now obliged to make the belt of ; {o that
if one hypothefis will not {upport the in-
novation, they muft have recourfe to a-

nother.
\

M 2 At
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At this day, articles of faith, and
rules of church difcipline are enadted,
and liable to be abrogated by alls of
parliament ; whereas all this bufinefs
was formerly done in {ynods, and gene-
ral councils, which acknowledged lefs
dependence on thecivil power; and, low
asis my opinion of the perfons who com-
pofed the {fynods, and general councils
of former times, I cannot help thinking
them more competent judges of articles
of chriftian faith than any king of Eng-
land, aflifted, or not aflifted by an Eug-
lifb parliament. When thefe temporal
powers fhall think proper to enact any
more ecclefiaftical canons, or confeffions
of faith, I hope that, for the {ake of de-
cency, they will purge the two houfes
- of thofe members who cannot give {atis-
factory evidence that they are chriftians
at all.  But, upon recolle¢tion, Dr. Bal-
guy will not think this circumftance ne-
ceffary, fince, accord