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I_, surroundings
R experienceof social
had taught
all the; seeing
usual
life are me
vain that
and futile
that none of the objects of my fears contained in themselves
anything either good or bad, except in so far as the mind
is affected by them, I finally resolved to inquire whether
there might be some real good having power to eommunieate itself, which would affect the mind singly, to the exclusion of all else : whether, in fact, there might be anything
of which the discovery and attainment would enable me to
enjoy continuous, supreme, and unending
hapl)iness.
I
say "I fina/ly resolved," for at first sight it seemed unwise
willingly to lose hold on what was sure for the sake of
something then uncertain.
I could see the benefits which
are a_luired through fame and riches, and that I should be
obliged to abandon the quest of such objects, if I seriously
devoted myself to the search for something different and
new. I perceived that if true happiness
chanced to be
placed in the former I should necessarily miss it; while if,
on the other hand, it were not so placed, and I gave them
my whole attention, I should equally fail.
I therefore debated whether it would not be possible to
arrive at the new principle, or at any rate at a certainty
concerning its existence, without changing the conduct and
usual plan of my life ; with this end in view I made many
efforts, but in vain.
For the ordinary surroundings of life
which are esteemed by men (as their actions testify) to be
_ the highest good, may be classed under the three heads-Riches, Fame, and the Pleasures of Sense: with these three
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the mind is so absorbed that it has little power to reflect
on any different
good.
]3v sensual pleasure the mind i_
enthralled
to the extent of quies'cenee, as if the supreme
good were actually attained, so that-it is quite incapable of
thinking of any other object ; when such pleasure has been
gratified
it is followed by extreme melancholy,
whereby
the mind, though not enthralled, is disturbed
and dulled.
The pursuit of honours and riches is likewise very absorbing, especially if such objects be sought simply for
their own sakeS,inasmuch
as they are then supposed to
constitute the highest good.
In the case of fame the mind
is still more absorbed, for fame is conceived as always good
for its own sake, and as the ultimate
end to which all
actions are directed.
Further, the attainment
of riches and
fame is not followed as in the case of sensual pleasures by
repentance,
but, the more we acquire, the greater is our
delight, and, consequently,
the more are we incited to increase both the one and the ether ; on the other hand, if
our hopes happen to be frustrated
we are plunged into the
deepest sadness.
Fame has the further drawback that it
compels its votaries to order their lives according to ttm
opinions of their fellow-men,
shunning what they usually
shun, and seeking what they usually seek.
When I saw _hat all these ordinary
objects of desire
would be obstacles in the way of a search for something
different and new--nay,
that they were so opposed thereto,
that either they or it would have to be abandoned, I was
forced to inquire which would prove the most useful to
me : for, as I say, I seemed to be wilhngly losing hold on a
sure good for the sake of something uncertain.
However,
after I had reflected on the matter, I came in the first
place to the conclusion that by abandoning
the ordinary
objects of pursuit, and betaldng myself to a new quest, I
should be leaving a good, uncertain by reason of its own
nature, as may be gathered from what has been said, for the
sake of a good not uncertain in its nature (for I sought for
a fixed good), but only in the possiblhty of its attainment.
Further
reflection convinced me, that if I could really get
to the root of the matter I should be leaving certain evila
for a certain good.
I thus pereeived that I was m a state
of great peril, and I compelled myself to seek with all my
1 See ]_OTE, p, 41.
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strength for a remedy, however uncertain it might be ; as
a sick man struggling with a deadly disease, when he sees
that death will surely be upon him unless a remedy be
found, is compelled t¢ seek such a remedy with all his
strength, inasmuch as his whole hope lies therein.
All the
objects pursued by the multitude not only bring no remedy
tha£ tends to preserve our t_eing, but even act as hindrances,
causing the death not seldom of those who possess them,
and always of those who are possessed by them. _ There
are many examples of men who have suffered persecution
even to death for the sake of their riches, and of men who
in pursuit of wealth have exposed themselves to so many
dangers, that they have paid away their life as a penalty
for their folly.
Examples
are no less numerous of men,
who have enclured the utmost wretchedness for the sake of
gaining or preserving
their reputation.
Lastly, there are
innumerable cases of men, who have hastened their death
through over-indulgenee
in sensual pleasure.
All these
evils seem to have arisen from the fact, that happiness
or
unhappiness
is made wholly to depend on the quality of
the object which we love.
When a thing is not loved, no
quarrels will arise concerning it--no sadness will be felt if
it perishes--no
envy if it is possessed by anotherJno
fear,
no hatred, in short no disturbances of the mind.
All these
arise from the love of what is perishable, such as the objects
already mentioned.
But love towards a thing eternal and
infinite feeds the mind wholly with joy, and is itself unmingled with any sadness, wherefore it is greatly to be desired and sought for with all our strength.
Yet it was not
at random that I used the words, "If I could go to the
" root of the matter," for, though what I have urged was
' perfectly clear to my mind, I could not forthwith lay aside
all love of riches, sensual enjoyment, and fame.
One thing
was evident, namely, that wtLile my mind was employed
with these thoughts it turned away from its former objects
of desire, and seriously considered the search for a new
• principle ; this state of things was a great comfort to me,
for I perceived that the evils were not such as to resist all
remedies.
Although these intervals were at first rare, and
The_e
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of very short duration, yet afterwards,
as the true good|
became more and more discernible
to me, they became
more frequent and more lasting; especially after I had
recognized that the acquisition of wealth, sensual pleasure,
or fame, is only a hindrance,
so long as they are sought as
ends not as means ; if they be sought as means, they will
be under restraint, and, far from being hindrances, will
further not a little the end for which they are sought, as I
will show in due time.
I will here only braefly state what I mean by true good,
and also what is the nature of the highest good.
In order
that this may be rightly understood, we must bear in mind
that the terms good and evil are only applied relatively, so
that the same thing may be called both good and bad,
accoreling to the relations in view, in the same way as it
may be called perfect or imperfect.
Nothing regarded in
its own nature can be called perfect or imperfect;
especio
ally when we are aware that all things which come to pass,
come to pass according to the eternal order and fixed laws
of nature.
However,
human weakness cannot attain to
this order in its own thoughts, but meanwhile man conceives a human character much more stable than his own,
and sees that there is no reason why he should not himself
acquire such a character.
Thus he is led to seek for means
which will bring him to this pitch of perfection, and calls
everything
wlnch will serve as such means a true good.
The chief good is that he should arrive, together with other
individuals if possible, at the possession
of the aforesaid
character.
What that character is we shall show in due
time, namely, that it is the knowledge of the union existing
between the mind and the whole of nature)
This, then, is
the end for which I strive, to attain to such a character
myself, and to endeavour that many should attain to it
with me. In other words, it is part of my happiness to lend
a helping hand, that many others may understand even asI
do, so that their understanding
and desire may entirely
agree with my own. In order to bring this about, it is
necessary to understand as much of nature as will enable
us to att_n to the aforesaid character, and also to form a
1 These matters are explained more at length elsewhere.
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social order such as is most conducive to the attainment of
tl_s character by the greatest number with the least difficulty and danger.
We must seek the assistance of Moral
Philosophy _and the Theory of Education ; further, as health
is no insignificant
means for atta;ning
our end, we must
also include the whole science of Medicine, and, as many
difficult things are by contrivance
rendered easy, and we
can in this way gain much time and convenience, the science
of Mechanics must in no way be despmed.
But, before all
thin_,
a means must be devised for improving the understanding and purifying it, as far as may be at the outset,
so that it may apprehend things without
error, and in the
best possible way.
Thus it is apparent to everyone that I wish to direct all
sciences to one end and aim, _ so that we may attain to the
supreme human perfection
which we have named; and,
therefore, whatsoever in the sciences does not serve to promote our object will have to be rejected as useless.
To sum
up the matter in a word, all our actions and thoughts must
be directed to this one end. Yet, as it is necessary that
_-hile we are endeavouring to attain our purpose, and bring
the understanding
into the right path, we should carry, on
our life, we are compelled first of all to lay down certain
rules of life as provisionally good, to wit the following :-I. To speak in a manner intelligible
to the multitude,
and to comply with every general custom that does not
hinder the attainment of our purpose.
For we can gain
from the multitude
no small advantages, provided that we
strive to accommodate
ourselves to its understanding
as
far as possible:
moreover, we shall in this way gain a
friendly audience for the reception of the truth.
IL To indulge ourselves with pleasures only in so far as
they are necessary for preserving health.
HI. Lastly, to endeavour to obtain only sufficient money
or other commodities to enable us to preserve our life and
health, and to follow such general customs as are consistent
with our purpose.
N.B. ] do no more here than enumerate
the sciences necessary
for
our purpose _ I lay no stress on their order.
There m for the sciences but one end, to which they bhould all be
directed.

ON THE _PROYEMENT OF THE U'_DE_STA._D_G.
Having laid down these preliminary rules, I will betake
myself to the first and most important task, namely, the
amendment of the understanding,
and the rendering it
capable of understanding things in the manner necessary
for attaining our end.
In order to bring this about, the natural order demands
that I should here recapitulate all the modes of perception,
which I have hitherto employed for affirming or denying
anything with certainty, so that ][may choose the best, and
at the same time begin to know my own powers and the
nature which I wish to perfect.
Reflection shows that all modes of perception
or knowledge may be reduced to four :-I. Perception
arising from hearsay or from some sign
which everyone may name as he pleases.
IT. Perception arising from mere experience--that
is, from
experience not yet classified by the intellect, and only so
called because the given event has happened to take place,
and we have no contradictory
fact to set against it, so that
it therefore remains unassailed in our mind.
TIT. Perception arising when the essence of one thing is
inferred
from another
thing, but not adequately; this
comes _ when from some effect we gather its cause, or when
it is inferred from some general proposition
that some property is always present.
IV. Lastly, there is the perception arising when a thing
is perceived solely through its essence, or through the knowledge of its proximate cause.
All these kinds of perception I willillustrate
by examples.
By hearsay I know the day of my birth, my parentage, and
ether matters about which I have never felt any doubt.
By
mere experience I know that I shall die, for this I can affirm
from having seen that others like myself have died, though
all did not live for the same period, or die by the same disJ In thl_ case we do not understand anything of the cause from the
consideration of it in the effect. This is sufficiently evident from the
fact that the cause is only spoken of in very general terms, such as-there exists then something i there exists then some power, &c. ; or
from the fact that we only express it in a negative manner--it is not
this or that, &c. In the second case something is ascribed to the cause
because of the effect, as we shall show in an example, but only a pro1)e_v_ne_er the essence.
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ease. I know by mere experience that oil has the property
of feeding fire, and water of extinguishing it. In the same
way I know that a dog is a barking animal, man a rational
animal, and in fact nearly all the practical knowledge of
life.
We deduce one thing from another as follows : when we
clearly perceive that we feel a certain body and no other, we
thence clearly infer that the mind is united to the body, 1 and
thattheir union is the cause of the given sensation ; but we
cannot thence absolutely
understand
the nature of the
sensation and the union. 2 Or, after I have become acquainted with the nature of vision, and know that it has
the property of making one and the same thing appear
smaller when far off than when near, I can infer that the
sun is larger than it appears, and can draw other conclusions of the same kind.
I_stly,
a thing may be perceived solely through its
essence ; when, from the fact of knowing something, I know
what it is to know that thing, or when, from knowing the
essence of the mind, I know that it is united to the body.
By the same kind of knowledge we know that two and
three make five, or that two lines each parallel to a third,
are parallel to one another, &c. The things which I have
been able to know by this kind of knowledge are as yet
very few.
In order that the whole matter may be put in a clearer
light, I will make use of a single illustration
as follows.
Three numbers are given---it is required
to find a fourth,
which shall be to the third as the second is to the first.
From this example may be clearly seen what I ha_e just drawn
attention to. For through this umon we understand noihm_ beyond
the sensation, the effect, to wit, fr_m whmh _e mfi_rred the cause of
_ hich we understand nothing.
s A con('lu_ionof this _ort, though tt be certain, is yet not to he
relied on without great cautmn ; for unless we are exceedingly careful
we shall forthwith fall into error. When things are contemnedthus
abstractedly, and not through their true essence, they are apt to be
confused by the imagination. For that which is in itself one. men
imagine to he multiplex. Tn those thmgs whmh are conceived abstractedly, apart, and confusedly, terms are apphed which are apt to
b_comewrested from their strmt meaning, and bestowed on things mnre
f,uniliar _ _hence it results that these latter are imagined m the same
waS as the former to which the terms were originall_ g,_en.
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Tradesmen will at once tell us that they know what is required to find the fourth number, for they have not yet
forgotten
the rule which was given to them arbitrarily
without
proof by their masters;
others construct
a universal axmm from their experience with simple numbers,
where the fourth number is self-evident,
as in the case of
2, 4, 3, 6 ; here it is evident that if the second number be
multiplied
by the third, and the product divided by the
first, the quotient is 6 ; when they see that by th_s process
the number is produced which they knew beforehand to be
the proportional,
they infer that the process always holds
good for finding a fourth number proportional.
Mathematicians, however, know by the proof of the nineteenth
proposition of the seventh book of Euclid, what numbers are
proportionals,
namely, from the nature and property of proportion it follows that the product of the first and fourth will
be equal to the product of the second and third : still they do
not see the adequate proportionality
of the given numbers,
or, if they do see it, they see it not by virtue of Euclid's proposition, but intuitively,
without going through any process.
In order that from these modes of perception the best
may be selected, it is well that we should briefly enumerate
the means necessary for attaining our end.
I. To have an exact knowledge of our nature which we
desire to perfect, and to know as much as is needful of
nature in general.
II. To collect in this way the differences, the agreements,
and the oppositions of things.
IH. To learn thus exactly how far they can or cannot be
modified.
IV. To compare this result with the nature and power of
man.
We shall thus discern the highest degree of perfection to which man is capable of attaiming.
We shall then
be in a position to see which mode of perception we ought
to choose.
As to the first mode, it is evident that from hearsay our
kmowledge must always be uncertain, and, moreover, can
give us no insight into the essence of a thing, as is manifest in our illustration ; now one can only arrive at knowledge of a thing through knowledge of its essence, as will
hereafter
aptCar.
We may, therefore,
clearly conclude
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that the certainty arising from hearsay cannot be scientific
in its character.
For simple hearsay cannot affect anyone
whose understanding
does not, so to speak, meet it hail
way.
The second mode of perception 1 cannot be said to give us
the idea of the proportion
of which we axe in search.
Moreover its results are veu uncertain and indefinite, for
we shall never discover anything in natural phenomena by
its means, except accidental properties,
which are never
clearly understood,
unless the essence of the things in
question be known first.
W_aerefore this mode also must
be rejected.
Of the third mode of perception we may say in a m_.nner
that it gives us the idea of tile thing sought, and that it
enables us to draw conclusions without risk of error ; yet
st is not by itself sufficient to put us in possession of the
perfection we aim at.
The fourth mode alone apprehends the adequate essence
of a thing without danger of error.
This mode, therefore,
must be the one which we chiefly employ.
How, then,
should we avail ourselves of it so as to gain the fourth kind
of knowledge with the least delay concerning thi_gs previously unknown ? I will proceed to explain.
Now that we know what kind of knowledge is necessary
for us, we must indicate the way and the method whereby
we may gain the said k_nowledge concerning the things
needful to be known.
In order to accomplish this, we
must first take care not to commit ourselves to a search,
going back to infinity--that
is, in order to discover the
best method for finding out the truth, there is no need of
another method to discover such method;
nor of a thir(t
method for discevering
the second, and so on to infinity.
By such proceedings, we should never arrive at the knowledge of the truth, or, indeed, at any knowledge at all.
The matter stands on the same footing as the making of
material tools, which might be argued about in a similar
way. For, in order to work iron, a hammer is needed, and
the hammer cannot be forthcoming unless ithas been made;
i I shall here treat
examine
the method
_)])hel'L

a little
adopted

more in detail of experience,
and shall
by the Emlalrms _ and by recent
philo-

"
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bUt, in order to make it, there was need of another hamme_
and other tools, and so on to infinity.
We might thus
vainly endeavour to prove that. men have no power of working iron. But as men at first made use of the instruments
supplied by nature to accomplish very easy pieces of workmanship, laboriously and imperfectly, and then, when these
were finished, wrought other things more difficult with less
labour and greater perfection ; and so gradually mounted
from the simplest operations
to the malting of tools, and
from the making of tools to the making of more complex
tools, and fresh feats of workmanship,
till they arrived a_
making, with small expenditure
of labour, the vast number
of complicated mechanisms which they now possess.
So, in
like manner, the intellect, by its native strength, 1makes for
itself intellectual instruments,
whereby it acquires strength
for performing
other intellectual
operations, 2 and from
these operations gets again fresh instruments,
or the power
of pushing its investigations
further, and thus gradually
" l_roceeds till it reaches the summit of wisdom.
That this is the path pursued by the understanding
may
be readily seen, when we understand
the nature of the
method for finding out the truth, and of the natural instruments
so necessary for the construction
of more complex instruments,
and for the progress of investigation.
I
thus proceed with my demonstration.
A true idea 3 (for we possess a true idea) is something
different from its correlate (ideatum) ; thus a circle is different from the idea of a circle.
The idea of a circle is not
something
having a circumference
and a centre, as a circle
has ; nor is the idea of a body that body itself. Now, as it
is something
different from its correlate, it is capable of
being understood
through
itself ; in other words, the idea,
in so far as its actual essence (essentiaformalis)
is concerned, may be the subject of another subjective
essence
By native strength, I mean that be_t_,ed on as by external causes,
as I shall after_vards explain m my phfl,,sophy.
2 I here term them operatmns : I shall explain their nature in my
philosophy.
a I shall take care not only to demonstrate what I have just advanced,
but als,_that wehave hitherto proceededr_ghtly_ and other things needful
to be known.
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(essentia objectiva))
And, again, this second subjective
essence will, regarded
in itself, be something
real, and
capable of being understood ; and so on, indefinitely.
For
instance, the man Peter is something real ; the true idea of
Peter is the reality of Peter represented
subjectively, and is
in itself something real, and quite distinct from the actual
Peter.
Now, as this true idea of Peter is in itself something real, and has its own individual
existence, it will also
be capable of being understood--that
is, of being the subject of another idea, which will contain by representation
(objective) all that the idea of Peter contains actually (formaliter).
And, again, this idea of the idea of Peter has its
own individuality,
which may become the subject of yet
another idea ; and so on, indefinitely.
This everyone may
make trial of for himself, by reflecting that he knows what
Peter is, and also knows that he knows, and further knows
that he knows that he knows, &e. Hence it is plain that,
in order to understand
the actual Peter, it is not necessary
first to understand
the idea of Peter, and still less the idea
of the idea of Peter.
This is the same as saying that, in
order to know, there is no need to know that we know,
much less to know that we know that we know. This is no
more necessary than to know the nature of a circle before
knowing the nature of a triangle)
But., with these ideas,
the contrary is the case : for, in order to know that I know,
I must first know.
Hence it is clear that certainty is nothing else than the subjective essence of a thing : in other
words, the mode in which we t_reeive an actual reality is
certainty.
Further, it is also evident that, for the certitude
of truth, no further sign is necessary beyond the possession
of a true idea : for, as I have shown, it is not necessary to
know that we know that we know.
Hence, again, i't is
clear that no one can know the nature of the highest certainty, unless he possesses an adequate idea, or the subjective essence of a thing : for certainty is identical with such
1 In modern
language,"
the idea may became the bubject of another
representatmn."
Ob./ect_vus generally
eorresp)nds
to the modern '" subjective."
forma/_s to the modern " _,bjeetave."--[Ta.]
t Observe
that we are not here mqmring
how this first subjective
essence Is innate in us.
'this belong,
to an investigation
int_, nature,
where
all these matters
are amply explamed_
and it is aho_n
that
without ideag netther afhrmation,
m_r negatmn,
nor _ol_tmn are posqbl
.
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subjective
essence.
Thus, as the truth needs no sign--it
being sufficient to possess the subjective essence of th_ugs,
or, ill other words, the ideas of them, in order that all
doubts may be removed--it
follows that the true method
does not consist in seeking for the signs of truth after the
acquisition
of the idea, but that the true method teaches
us the order in which we should seek for truth itself/or
the subjective essences of things, or ideas, for all these expressions
are synonymous.
Again, method must necessarily be concerned with reasoning
or understan_ug--I
meau, method is not identical with reasoning in the search
for causes, still less is it the comprehension
of the causes of
things : it is the discernment
of a true idea, by distinguish°
ing it from other perceptions,
and by investigating
its
nature, in order that we may thus know our power of
understanding,
and may so train our mind that it may, by
a given standard,
comprehend
whatsoever
is intelligible,
by laying down certain rules as aids, and by avoiding usele_
mental exertion.
Whence we may gather that method is nothing else tha_u
reflective lmowledge, or the idea of an idea; and that as
there can be no idea of an idea--unless
an idea exists pre•-iously,--there
can be no method without a pre-existent
idea.
Therefore, that will be a good method which shows
us how the mind should be directed, according to the
standard of the given true idea.
Again, seeing that the ratio existing between two ideas is
the same as the ratio between the actual reahties _orrespending to those ideas, it follows that the reflective knowledge which has for its object the most perfect being is
more excellent than reflective lmowledge concerning other
objects--in
other words, that method will be most perfect
which affords the standard of the given idea of the most
perfect being whereby we may direct our mind.
We thus
easily understand
how, in proportion
as it acquires new
ideas, the mind simultaneously
acquires fresh instruments
for pursnlng
its inquiries further.
For we may gather
from what has been said, that a true idea must necessarily
first of all exist in us as a natural instrument
; and that
The

nature

of mental

search

is explained

in my philosophy.
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when this idea is apprehended
by the mind, it enables us
to understand
the difference existing between itself and
all other perceptions.
In this, one part of the method
consists.
Now it is clear that the mind apprehends itself better in
proportion as it understands a greater number of natural
objects; it follows, therefore, that this portion of the method
will be more perfect in proportion as the mind attains to
the comprehension of a greater number of objects, and that
it will be absolutely perfect when the mind gains a knowledge of the absolutely perfect being, or becomes conscious
thereof. Again, the more things the mind knows, the better
does it understand its own strength and the order of nature;
by increased self-knowledge,
it can direct itself more easily,
and lay down rules for its own guidance ; and, by increased
knowledge
of nature, it can more easily avoid what is
useless.
And this is the sum total of method, as we have already
stated.
We may add that the idea in the world of
thought is in the same case as its correlate in the world of
reality.
If, therefore, there be anything
in nature which
is without
connection _ with any other thing, and if we
assign to it a subjective essence, which would in every way
correspond
to the objective reality, the subjective essence
would have no connection with any other ideas--in
other
words, we could not draw any conclusion with regard to it.
On the other hand, those things which are connected with
others--as
all things that exist in nature---will
be understood by the mind, and their subjective essences will main°
tain the same mutual relations as their objective realities-that is to say, we shall infer from these ideas other ideas,
which will in turn be connected with others, and thus our
instruments
for proceeding with our investigation will increase.
This is what we were endeavouring
to prove.
Further, from what has just been said--namely,
that an
idea must, in all respects, correspond to its correlate in the
world of reality,--it
is evident that, in order to reproduce
in every respect the faithful image of nature, our mind
must deduce all its ideas from the idea which represents
To
prodi;ce
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the origin and source of the whole of nature, so that it
may itself become the source of other ideas.
It may, perhaps, provoke astonishment
that, after having
said that the good method is that which teaches us to direct
our mind according to the standard of the given true idea,
we should prove our point by reasoning, which would seem
to indicate that it is not self-evident.
We may, therefore,
be questioned as to the validity of our reasoning.
If our
reasoning be sound, we must take as a starting-l_oint
a true
idea.
Now, to be certain that our starting-point
is really
a true idea, we need a proof.
This first course of reasoning must be supported
by a second, the second by a third,
and so on to infinity.
To this I make answer that, if by
some happy chance anyone had adopted this method in his
investigations
of nature---that
is, if he had acquired new
ideas in the proper order, according to the standard of the
original true idea, he would never have doubted of the
truth of his knowledge, _ inasmuch
as truth, as we have
shown, makes itself manifest, and all things would flow, as
it were, spontaneously
towards him.
But as this never, or
rarely, happens, I have been forced so to arrange my proceedings, that we may acquire by reflection and forethought.
what we cannot acquire by chance, and that it may at tho
same time appear that, for proving the truth, and for valid
reasoning, we need no other means than the truth and
valid reasouing themselves : for by valid reasoning I have
established
valid reasoning,
and, in like measure, I seek
still to establish it. Moreover, this is the order of thinking
adopted by men in their inward meditations.
The reasons
for its rare employment in investigations
of nature are to
be found in current misconceptions,
whereof we shall examine the causes hereafter
in our philosophy.
Moreover,
it demands, as we shall show, a keen and accurate discernment.
Lastly, it is hindered by the conditions of human
life, which are, as we have already pointed out, extremely
changeable.
There are also other obstacles, Which we will
not here inquire into.
If anyone asks why I have not at the starting-point set
forth all the truths of nature in their due order, inasmuch
i In the
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as truth is self-evident, I reply by warning him not to reject as false any paradoxes he may find here, but to take
the trouble to reflect on the chain of reasoning
by which
they are supported ; he will then be no longer in doubt that
we have arrayed to the truth.
This is why I have begun
as above.
If there yet remains some sceptic, who doubts of our
primary truth, and of all deductions we make, taking such
truth as our standard, he must either be arguing in bad
faith, or we must confess that there are men in complete
mental blindness, either innate or due to misconceptions-that is, to some external influence.
Such persons are not conscious of themselves.
If they
affirm or doubt anything, they know not that they affirm
or doubt: they say that they know nothing, and they say
that they are ignorant of the very fact of their knowing
nothing.
Even this they do not affirm absolutely, they are
afraid of confessing that they exist, so long as they know
nothing;
in fact, they ought to remain dumb, for fear of
haply supposing something which should smack of truth.
Lastly, with such persons, one should not speak of sciences:
for, in what relates to life and conduct, they are compelled
by necessity to suppose that they exist, and seek their own
• advantage, and often affirm and deny, even with an oath.
If they deny, grant, or gainsay, they know not that they
deny, grant, or gainsay, so that they ought to be regarded
as automata, utterly devoid of intelligence.
Let us now return to our proposition.
Up to the present; we have, first, defined the end to which we desire to
direct all our thoughts ; secondly, we have determined
the
mode of perception best adapted to aid us in attaining our
perfection;
ttnrdly, we have discovered the way which our
vnlnd should take, in order to make a good beginnlug-na.mely, that it sh._uld use every true idea as a standard in
pursuing
its inqmries
according to fixed rules.
Now, ha
order that it may thus proceed, our method must furnish
us, first, with a means of distinguishing
a true idea from
all other perceptions,
and enabling the mind to avoid
the latter;
secondly, with rules for perceiving
unknown
things according to the standard of the true idea ; thirdly
with an order which enables us to avoid useless labour
IX,
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When we became acquainted
with this method, we saw
that, fourthly, it would be perfect when we had attained to
the idea of the absolutely perfect Being.
This is an observation which should be made at the outset, in order that
we may arrive at the knowledge
of such a being more
quickly.
Let us then make a beginning with the first part of the
method, which is, as we have said, to distinguish
and separate the true idea from other perceptions,
and to keep the
mind from confusing with true ideas those which are false,
fictitious, and doubtful.
I intend to dwell on this point at
length, partly to keep a distinction
so necessary before the
reader's mind, and also because there are some who doubt
of true ideas, through not having attended to the distinction between a true perception and all others.
Such persons are like men who, while they are awake, doubt not
that they are awake, but afterwards
in a dream, as often
happens, thinking that they are surely awake, and then
finding that they were in error, become doubtful even of
being awake. This state of mind arises through neglect of
the distinction between sleeping and waking.
_[eanwlnle,
I give warning that I shall not here give the
essence of every perception,
and explain it through
its
proximate cause.
Such work lies in the province of philosophy.
I shall confine myself to what concerns method-that is, to the character of fictitious, false, and doubtful
perception, and the means of freeing ourselves therefrom.
Let us then first inquire into the nature of a fictitious
idea.

Every perception has for its object either a thing considered as existing, or solely the essence of a thing.
Now
•' fiction" is chiefly occupied with things considered
as
existing.
I will, therefore,
consider these first--I
mean
cases where only the existence of an object is feigned, and
the thing thus feigned is understood,
or assumed to be
understood.
For instance, I feign that Peter, whom I know
to have gone home, is gone to see me, _ or something of that
kind.
With what is such an idea concerned ? It is conI See below the note on hypotheses,
whereof
standing
; the fiction consists
in sa)'ing that
heavenly
bodies.

we have a clear undersuch hypotheses
exist in
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eerned with thinks possible, and not with things necessary
or impossible.
I call a thing impossibl_ when its existence
would imply a contradiction;
_ece_ctry, when its nonexistence would imply a contradiction; Tossible, when neither
its existence nor its non-existence
imply a contradiction,
but when the necessity or impossibility
of its nature de.
pends on causes unknown to us, while we feign that it
exists.
If the necessity or impossibility
of its existence
depenr]ing on external causes were known to us, we could
not form any fictitious hypothesis about it ; whence it follows that if there be a God, or omniscient Being, such an
one c_nnot form fictitious hyl_theses.
For, as regards ourselves, when I know that I exist, I e_.nnot hypothesize that
I exist or do not exist, 1any more than I can hypothesize an
elephant that can go through the eye of a needle ; nor when
I know the nature of God, can I hypothesize that He exists
or does not exist. 2 The same thing must be said of the
Chimera,
whereof
the nature implies a contradiction.
From these considerations,
it is plain, as I have already
stated, that fiction cannot be concerned with eternal truths, s
But before proceec]ing further, I must remark, in passing, that the difference between the essence of one thing
and the essence of another thing is the same as that which
exists between the reality or existence of one thing and the
reality or existence of another ; therefore, if we wished to
conceive the existence, for example, of Adam_ simply by
means of existence in general, it would be the same as if, in
order to conceive his existence, we went back to the nature
of being, so as to define Adam as a being. Thus, the more
existence is conceived generally, the more is it conceived
i As a thing, when once it is understood,manifests itself, we have
need only of an example without further proof. In the same way the
c,ntrary has only to be presentedto ottrmindsto be recogmzedas false, as
will
forthwith aPtPea_
when we
cometo
discuss
'-'Observe,that
a tthough
many
assert
thatfiction
they concerningessences.
doubt whether God
exists, they have nought but his name m their minds, or else some fiction
which they call God : this fiction is not in harmony wtth God's real
nature, as we will duly show.
I shall presently show that no fiction can concern eternal truths.
By an eternal truth, I mean that which being positive could never be,comenegative. Thus it is a primary and eternal truth that God ex/stas
but it is not an eternal truth that Adam t/uaks. That the Chtraavmd_
_o/e._-/ztis an eternal truth, that .4dam doe*not think m not _o.
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confusedly, and the more easily can it be ascribed to a.
given object.
Contrariwise, the more it is conceived par.
ticularly, the more is it understood clearly, and the less
liable is it to be ascribed, through negligence of Nature's
order, to anything save its proper object.
This is worthy
of remark.
We now proceed to consider those cases which are
commonly called fictions, though we clearly understand
that the thing is not as we imagine it. For instance, I
know that the earth is round, but nothing prevents my
telling people that it is a hemisphere, and that it is like a
half apple carved in relief on a dish; or, that the sun
moves round the earth, and so on. However, examination
show us that there is nothing here inconsistent
with
what has been said, provided we first admit that we may
have made mistakes, and be now conscious of them ; and,
further, that we can hypothesize, or at least suppose, that
others are under the same mistake
as ourselves, or can,
like us, fall under it. We can, I repeat, thus hypothesize
so long as we see no impossibility.
Thus, when I tell anyone that the earth is not round, &c., I merely recall the
error which I perhaps made myself, or which I might have
fallen into, and afterwards I hypothesize that the person
to whom I tell it, is still, or may still fall under the same
mistake.
This I say, I can feign so long as I do not pereeive any impossibility
or necessity ; if I truly understood
either one or the other I should not be able to feign, and
I should be reduced to saying that I had made the
attempt.
It remains for us to consider hypotheses
made in problems, which sometimes involve impossibilities.
For instance, when we say--let
us assume that this burn_n_.9
candle is not burning, or, let us assume that it burns m
some imaginary space, or where there are no physical objects.
Such assumptions are freely made, though the ]_st
is clearly seen to be impossible.
But, though this be so,
there is no fiction in the case.
For, in the first case, I have
merely recalled to memory another candle 1 not burn_ng_ or
Afterwards,
when we come to speak
of fiction that is concerned
with essences, it will be evident
that fiction never creates
or furniahea
the mind with anything
new ; on|y such things
as are already in t_,
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conceived the candle before me as without a flame, and then
I understand as applying to the latter, leaving its flameout
of the question, all that I thlnlr of the former.
In the
second ease, I have merely to abstract my thoughts from
the objects surrounding the candle, for the mind to devote
itself to the contemplation
of the eandle singly looked at in
itself only ; I can then draw the conclusion that the candle
contains in itself no cause for its own destruction, so that
if there were no physical objects the candle, and even the
flame, would remain unchangeable,
and so on. Thus there
is here no fiction, but true and bare assertions. _
Let us now pass on to the fictions concerned with essences
only, or with some reality or existence simultaneously.
Of
these we must specially observe that in proportion as the
mlnd's understanding
is smaller, and its experience multi.
plex, so will its power of coining fictions be larger, whereas
as its understanding
increases, its capacity for enteri_,ining
fictitious ideas becomes less.
For instance, in the same
way as we axe unable, while we are thinking, to feign that
we are thinl_ng or not t_nk4ng,
so, also, when we know
the nature of body we cannot ima_o4ne an infinite fly ; or,
when we know the nature of the soul, _ we eannot imagine
it as square, though anything may be expressed verbally.
But, as we said above, the less men know of nature the
brainor imagination are recalled to the memory, when the attention is
darectedto t_aemconfusedly and all at once. For instance, we have
remembrance of spoken words and of a tree _ when the mind directs
itself to them confusedly, it forms the notion of a tree speaking. The
same may be said of exmtence, especially when it is conceived quite
generally as entity ; it m then readily applied to all things occurring
together in the memory. This is specially worthy of remark.
1 We must understand as much m the case ofhypotbeses put forwar_
to explain certain movements accompanying celestml phenomena; but
from these, when apphed to the cele-stialmotions, we may draw conclusions as to the nature of the heavens, whereas this last may be quite
different:especially as many other causes are conceivable which would
account forsuch motmns.
s It often haI_ns that a man recalls to mind this word soul, and
forms at the same time some corporeal image : as the two representations are simultaneous, he easily thinks that he imagines and feigns a
corporealsoul: thus confusing the name with the thing itself I here
beg that my readers will not be in a hurry to refute thin proposltmni
tbey wdl, I hope,have no mind to do so, fftbey ray close attentmn to
the examples _qvenand to what follows.
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more easily can they coin fictitious ideas, such as trees
speaking, men instantly changed into stones, or into fountains, ghosts appearing in mirrors, something
issnl-g
from nothing, even gods changed into beasts and men, and
infinite other absurdities of the same kind.
Some persons think, perhaps, that fiction is limited by
fiction, and not by understanding ; in other words, after I
have formed some fictitious idea, and have affirmed of my
own free will that it exists under a certain form in nature,
I am thereby precluded from thinking
of it under any
other form.
For instance, when I have feigned (to repeat
their argument)
that the nature of body is of a certain
kind, and have of my own free will desired to convinee
myself that it actually exists under this form, I am no
longer able to hypothesize that a fly, for example, is infinite ;
so, when I have hypothesized
the essence of the soul, I am
not able to think of it as square, &c. But these arguments
demand
further inquiry.
First, their upholders must
either grant or deny that we can understand
anything.
If they grant it, then necessarily the same must be said of
understanding,
as is said of fiction. If they deny it, let us,
who know that we do know something, see what they mean.
They assert that the soul can be conscious of, and perceive
in a variety of ways, not itself nor things which exist, but
only things which are neither in itself nor anywhere else,
in other words, that the soul can, by its unaided power,
create sensations or ideas unconnected with things. In fact,
they regard the soul as a sort of god. Further, they assert
that we or our soul have such freedom that we can constrain ourselves, or our soul, or even our soul's freedom.
For, after it has formed a fictitious idea, and has given its
assent thereto, it cannot think or feign it in any other
m_nner, but is constrained by the first fictitious idea to
keep all its other thoughts in harmony therewith.
Our
opponents axe thus driven to admit, in support of their
fiction, the absurdities which I have just enumerated ; and
which are not worthy of rational refutation. 1
1 Though I seem to deduce this from experience, some may deny its
cogency because I have given no-formalproof. I therefore append the
following for those who may desire it. As there can be nothing in
nature contrary to nature's laws, since all things come to pa_ by fixed
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While leaving such persons in their error, we will take
c_re to derive from our argument
with them a truth
serviceable for our purpose, namely, that the mind, in paying attention to a thing hypothetical or false, so as to mechtare upon it and understand
it, and derive the proper conclusions in due order therefrom,
will readily discover its
falsity ; and if the thing hypothetical
be in its nature true,
and the mind pays attention
to it, so as to understand
it,
and deduce the truths which are derivable from it, the
mind will proceed with an uninterrupted
series of apt con.
clusions ; in the same way as it would at once discover (as
we showed just now) the absurdity of a false hypothesis,
and of the conclusions drawn from it.
We need, therefore, be in no fear of forming hypotheses,
so long as we have a clear and distinct perception
of what
is involved.
For, if we were to assert, haply, that men arc
suddenly turned into beasts, the statement would be ex.
tremely general, so general that there would be no conception, that is, no ideaor connection of subject and predicate,
in our mind.
If there were such a conception we sho_dd
at the same time be aware of the means and the causes
whereby the event took place.
Moreover, we pay no attention to the nature of the subject and the predicate.
Now,
if the first idea be not fictitious, and if all the other ideas
be deduced therefrom, our hurry to form fictitious ideas
will gradually subside.
Further, as a fictitious idea cannot be clear and distinct, but is necessarily confused, and
as all confusion arises from the fact that the mind has only
partial knowledge of a thing either simple or complex, and
does not distinguish between the known and the unlrnown,
and, again, that it directs its attention promiscuously to all
parts of an object at once without making distinctions,
it follows, first, that if the idea be of something very
simple, it must necessarily be clear and distinct.
For a
very simple object cannot be known in part, it must either
be known altogether or not at all. Secondly, it follows that
if a complex object be divided by thought into a number of
laws, so that each thing must irrefragably
produce its own proper effect,
it follows that the soul, as soon as it p_m_esses the true conception
of a
thing, proceeds to reproduce in thought that thing_s effects.
See below s
where I speak of the false idea.

_
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simple component
parts, and if each part be regarded
separately, all confusion will disappear.
Thirdly, it follows
that fiction c_.nnot be simple, but is made up of the blending
of several confused ideas of diverse objects or actions existent in nature, or rather is comuosed of attention _ directed
to all such ideas at once, and unaccompanied
by any mental
assent.
!_ow a fiction that was simple would be clear and distinct, and therefore true, also a fiction composed only of
distinct ideas would be clear and distinct, and therefore
true.
For instance, when we know the nature of the circle
and the square, it is impossible for us to blend together
these two figures, and to hypothesize a square circle, any
more than a square soul, or things of that kind.
Let us
shortly come to our conclusion, and again repeat that we
need have no fear of confusing with true ideas that which
is only a fiction.
As for the first sort of fiction of which
we have already spoken, when a thing is clearly conceived,
we saw that if the existence of that thing is in itself an
eternal truth, fiction can have no part in it ; but if the existence of the thing conceived be not an eternal truth, we
have only to be careful that such existence be compared to
the thing's essence, and to consider the order of nature.
As
for the second sort of fiction, which we stated to be the result of simultaneously
directing the attention, without the
assent of the intellect,
to different confused ideas representing different things and actions existing in nature, we
have seen that an absolutely simple thing cannot be feigned,
but must be understood, and that a complex thing is in the
same case if we regard separately the simple parts whereof
it is composed ; we shall not even be able to hypothesize any
untrue action concerning such objects, for we shall be
obhged to consider at the same time the causes and the
m_nner of such action.
These matters being thus understood, let us pass on to
I Observethat fictionregarded in itself, only differs from dreams in
that m the latter we do not perceive the external causes which we perceive through the senses while awake. It has hence been inferred that
represensatlons occurring in sleep ha_-e no connection with objects
external to us. We shall presently see that error is the dreaming of a
waking man : if it reaches a _._rtampitch it becomesdelLrium.
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consider the false idea, observing the objects with which it
is concerned, and the means of guarding ourselves from
falling into false perceptions.
Neither
of these tasks will
present much difficulty, after our inquiry concerning fictitious ideas.
The false idea only differs from the fictitious
idea in the fact of implying a mental assent--that
is, as we
have already remarked, while the representations
are occurring, there are no causes present to us, wherefrom, as in
fiction, we can conclude that such representations
do not
arise from external objects : in fact, it is much the same as
dreaming
with our eyes open, or while awake.
Thus, a
false idea is concerned with, or (to speak more correctly)
attributable
to, the existence of a thing whereof the essence
is known, or the essence itself, in the same way as a
fictitious idea. If attributable
to the existence of the thing,
it is corrected in the same way as a fictitious idea under
similar circumstances.
If attributable
to the essence, it is
likewise corrected in the same way as a fictitious idea. For
if the nature of the thing known implies necessary existence, we cannot possibly be in error with regard to its
existence ; but if the nature of the thing be not an eternal
truth, like its essence, but contrariwise
the necessity or
impossibility
of its existence depends on external causes,
then we must follow the same course as we adopted in the
ease of fiction, for it is corrected in the same manner.
As
for false ideas concerned with essences, or even with actions, such Perceptions are necessarily
always confused,
being compounded
of different
confused
perceptions
of
things existing in nature, as, for instance, when men are
persuaded
that deities are present in woods, in statues, in
brute beasts, and the like; that there are bodies which, by
their composition alone, give rise to intellect ; that corpses
reason, walk about, and speak; that God is deceived, and
so on. But ideas which are clear and distinct can never be
false: for ideas of things clearly and distinctly
conceived
are either very simple themselves, or are compounded
from
very simple ideas--that
is, are deduced therefrom.
The
impossibility
of a very simple idea being false is evident to
everyone who understands
the nature of truth or understanding and of falsehood.
As regards that which constitutes
the reality of truth, it
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is certain that a true idea is distinguished from a false one,
not so much by its extrinsic object as by its intrln,ic nature.
If an architect conceives a building properly constructed,
though such a building may never have existed, and may
never exist, nevertheless the idea is true ; and the idea remains the same, whether it be put into execution or not.
On the other hand, if anyone asserts, for instance, that
Peter exists, without knowing whether Peter really exists
or not, the assertion, as far as its asserter is concerned, is
false, or not true, even though Peter actually does exist.
The assertion that Peter exists is true only with regard to
him who knows for certain that Peter does exist.
Whence
it follows that there is in ideas something real, whereby the
true are distinguished
from the false. This reality must be
inquired into, if we are to find the best standard of truth
(we have said that we ought to determine our thoughts by
the given standard of a true idea, and that method is reflective knowledge),
and to know the properties of our
understanding.
Neither must we say that the difference
between true and false arises from the fact, that true
knowledge consists in knowing things through their primary causes, wherein it is totally different from false
knowledge,
as I have just explained it: for thought is
said to be true, if it involves subjectively
the essence of
any principle which has no cause, and is known through
itself and in itself.
Wherefore
the reality (for_)
of
true thought
must exist in the thought itself, without
reference
to other thoughts;
it does not acknowledge
the object as its cause, but must depend on the actual
power and nature of the understanding.
For, if we suppose that the understanding
has perceived some new
entity which has never existed, as some conceive the understanding
of God before He created +,hlngs (a perception
which certainly could not arise from any object), and has
legitimately
deduced other thoughts from the said perception, all such thoughts _vonld be true, without being determined by any external object; they would depend solely
on the power and nature of the understanding.
Thus, that
which constitutes
the reality of a true. thought
must be
sought in the thought itself, and deduced from the nature
of the understavdlng.
In order to pursue our investiga-
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tion, let us confront ourselves with some tr_e idea, whose
objectwe knowfor certain to be dependent on our power of
thinldng, and to have nothing corresponding
to it in nature.
With an idea of this kind before us, we shall, as appears
from what has just been said, be more easily able to carry.
on the research we have in view. For instance, in order to
form the conception of a sphere, I invent a cause at my
pleasure---namely,
a semicircle revolving romld its centre,
and thus producing
a sphere.
This is indisputably
_ true
idea; and, although we know that no sphere in nature has
ever actually been so formed, the perception remains tl_:e,
and is the easiest manner of conceiving a sphere. We must
observe that this perception asserts the rotation of a semicircle--which
assertion would be false, if it were not associated with the conception
of a sphere, or of a cause
detormining
a motion of the kind, or absolutely,
if the
assertion were isolated.
The mind would then only tend to
the affn-mation of the sole motion of a semicircle, which is
not contained in the conception of a semicircle, and does
not arise from the conception
of any cause capable of
producing such motion.
Thus fal_ty
consists
only in this, that something
is
aff_med of a thing, which is not contained in the conception
we have formed of that thing, as motion or rest of a semicircle. Whence it follows that simple ideas cannot be other
th_n true---e.g, the simple idea of a semicircle, of motion,
of rest, of quantity, &c.
Whatsoever
affirmation such ideas contain is equal to
the concept formed, and does not extend further.
Wherefore we may form as many simple ideas as we please,
without
any fear of error.
It only remains for us to
inquire by what power our mind can form true ideas, and
how far such power extends.
It is certain that such power
eannot-extend
itself infinitely.
For when we affirm somewhat of a th_ng, which is not contained in the concept we
have formed of that thing, such an affirmation shows a
defect of our perception, or that we have formed fragmentary or mutilated
ideas.
Thus we have seen that the
motion of a semicircle is false when it is isolated in the
mlnd_ but true when it is associated with the concept of a
sphere, or of some cause determining
such a motion.
But
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if it be the nature of a thinking being, as seems, i_r/_u_
fat/e, to be the case, to form true or adequate thoughts, it
is plain that inadequate ideas arise in us only because we
are parts of a thlnldug
being, whose thoughts---some
in
their entirety, others in fragments
only---constitute
our
mind.
But there is another point to be considered, which was
not worth raising in the case of fiction, but which gives rise
to complete deception--namely,
that certain things presented to the imagination also exist in the understanding-in other words, axe conceived clearly and distinctly.
Hence,
so long as we do not separate that which is distinct from
that which is confused, certainty, or the true idea, becomes
r,i_ed with indistinct ideas.
For instance, certain Stoics
heard, perhaps, the term "soul," and also that the soul is
immortal, yet imagined it only confusedly ; they imagined,
also, and understood that very subtle bodies penetrate all
others, and are penetrated by none.
By combining
these
ideas, and being at the same time certain of the truth of
the axiom, they forthwith became convinced that the mind
consists
of very subtle bodies;
that these very subtle
bodies cannot be divided, &c. But we axe freed fie,-,, mistakes of this kind, so long as we endeavour to eTan,ne all
our perceptions
by the standard of the given true idea.
We must take care, as has been said, to separate such
perceptions from all those which arise from hearsay or unclassi_ed experience.
Moreover, such mistakes
arise from things being conceived too much in the abstract ; for it is sufficiently selfo
evident that what I conceive as in its true object X cannot
apply to anything else. Lastly, they arise from a want of
understanding
of the primary elements of nature as a
whole; whence we proceed without due order, and confound nature with abstract rules, which, although they be
true enough in their sphere, yet, when misapplied, confound
themselves, and pervert the order of nature.
However, if
we proceed with as little abstraction
as possible, and begin
from primary elements--that
is, from the source and origin
of nature, as far back as we can reach, wwe need not fear
any deceptions
of this kind.
As far as the knowledge of
the origin of nature is concerned, there is no danger of oux
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confounding it with abstractions.
For when a thing is con°
ceived in the abstract, as are all universal notions, the said
universal notions are always more ex_ensive in the mind
than the number of individuals
forming
their contents
really existing in nature.
Again, there axe many things in nature, the difference
between which is so slight as to be hardly perceptible to
the understanding
; so that it may readily happen that such
things are confounded together, if they be conceived abstractedly.
But since the first principle of nature cannot
(as we shall see hereafter) be conceived abstractedly
or
universally, and cannot extend further in the understanding than it does in reality, and has no likeness ¢o mutable
things, no confusion need be feared in respect to the idea
of it, provided (as before shown) that we possess a standar¢l
of truth.
This is, in fact, a being single _ and infinite ; in
other words, it is the sum total of being, 2 beyond which
there is no being found.
Thus fax we have treated of the false idea.
We have
now to investigate the doubtful idea--that
is, to inquire
what can cause us to doubt, and how doubt may be removed.
I speak of real doubt existing in the mind, not of
such doubt as we see exemplified when a man says that he
doubts, though his mind does not really hesitate.
The
cure of the ]atter does not fall within the province of
method, it belongs rather to inquiries concerning obstinacy
and its cure. Real doubt is never produced in the mind
by the thing doubted of. In other words, if there were
only one idea in the mind, whether that idea were true or
false, there would be no doubt or certainty present, only a
certain sensation.
For an idea is in itself nothing else
th_n a certain sensation;
but doubt will arise through
another idea, not clear and distinct enough for us to be
_ble to draw any certain conclusion with regard to the
matter under consideration ; that is, the idea which causes
I These are not attributes of God displaying His essence, as I w_l
show in my philosophy.
s This has been shown already. For if such a being did not exist it
would never be produced : therelore the mind would be able to understand more than nature could furnish i and this has been shown above
to be false.
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us to doubt is not clear and distinct.
To take an example.
Supposing
that a man has never reflected, taught by ex.
perience, or by any other means, that our senses sometimes
deceive us, he will never doubt whether the sun be greater
or less thou it appears.
Thus rustics are generally astorushed when they hear that the sun is much larger than
the earth.
But from reflection on the deceitfulness of the
senses I doubt arises, and if, after doubting, we acquire a
true knowledge of the senses, and how things at a distance
are represented
through their instrumentality,
doubt is
again removed.
Hence we cannot cast doubt on true ideas
by the supposition that there is a deceitful Deity, who leads
us astray even in what is most certain.
We can only hold
such an hypothesis so long as we have no clear and distinct
idea--in
other words, until we reflect on the knowledge
which we have of the first principle of all things, and find
that which teaches us that God is not a deceiver, and until
we know this with the same certainty as we know from
reflecting on the nature of a triangle that its three angles
are equal to two right angles.
But if we have a knowledge
of God equal to that which we have of a triangle, all
doubt is removed.
In the same way as we cau arrive at
the said knowledge of a triangle, though not absolutely
sure that there
is not not some arch-deeeiver
leading
us astray,
so can we come to a like knowledge of God
under the like condition, and when we have attained to it,
it is sufficient, as I said before, to remove every doubt
which we can Possess concerning clear and distinct ideas.
Thus, if a man proceeded with our investigations
in due
order, inquiring
first into those things which should first
be inquired into, never passing over a link in the ehu.;n of
association, and with knowledge how to define his questions
before seeking to answer them, he will never have any
ideas save such as are very certain, or, in other words,
clear and distinct ; for doubt is only a suspension
of the
spirit concerning
some affirmation
or negation which it
would pronounce
upon _mhesitatingly
if it were not in
ignorance of something, without which the knowledge of
the matter
in hand must needs be imperfect.
We may,
i That is, it is known that the senses sometimes deceive us. Butltis
_nly known confusedly, for it is not known how they deceive us.
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therefore, conclude that doubt always proceeds from want
of due order in invest_atlon.
These are the points I promised to discuss in this first
part of my trea_se on method.
However, in order not to
omit anything which can conduce to the knowledge of the
understanding
and its faculties, I will add a few words on
the subject of memory and forgetfulness.
The point most worthy of attention is, that memory is
strengthened
both with and without the aid of the understanding.
For the more intell_ble
a thing is, the more
easily 'is it remembered, and the less intelligible it is, the
more easily do we forget it.
For instance, a number of
unconnected words is much more difficult to remember than
the same number in the form of a narration. The memory is
also strengthened without the aid of the understanchng by
means of the power wherewith the ima_uation
or the sense
called common is affectedby some particular physical object.
I say particular, for the imagination is only affected by particular objects.
If we read, for instance, a single romantic
comedy, we shall remember it very well, so long as we do not
read many others of the same kind, for it will reign alone in
the memory. If, however, we read several others of the same
-kind, we shall thinlr of them altogether, and easily contuse
one with another.
I say, also, physical.
For the imagination is ouly affected by physical objects.
As, then, the
memory is strengthened
both with and without the aid of
the understanding,
we may conclude that it is different
from the auderstanding,
and that in the latter considered
in itself there is neither memory nor forgetfulness.
What,
then, is memoly ? It is nothing else than the actual sensation of impressions
on the brain, accompanied
with the
thought of a definite duration of the sensation. _ This is
also shown by reminiscence.
For then we thin]_ of the
sensation, but without the notion of continuous
duration;
If the duration be indefinite, the recollection is imperfect; this
everyone seems to have learnt from nature. For we often ask, to
strengthen our belief in something we hear of, when and where it happened i though ideas themselves have their own duration in the mind,
yet, as we are wont to determine duration by the aid of some measure
of motion which, again, takes place by aid of the imagination, we pre.
serve no memory connected with pure intellect.
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thus the idea of that sensation is not the actual duration ot
the sensation or actual memory.
Whether ideas are or are
not subject to corruption
will be seen in my philosophy.
If this seems too absurd to anyone, it will be sufficient for
our purpose, if he reflect on the fact that a thing is more
easily remembered
in proportion
to its singularity,
as
appears
from the example
of the comedy just cited.
Further,
a thing is remembered
more easily in proportion
to its intelligibility
; therefore we cannot help remembering
that which is extremely singular and sufficiently intelligible.
Thus, then, we have distinguished
between a true idea
and other perceptions, and shown that ideas fictitious, false,
and the rest, originate in the imagination--that
is, in certain
sensations fortuitous (so to speak) and disconnected, arising
not from the power of the mind, but from external causes,
according as the body, sleeping or waking, receives various
motions.
But one may take any view one likes of the imagination
so long as one acknowledges
that it is different from the
understanding,
and that the soul is passive with regard to
it. The view taken is immaterial,
if we know that the
imagination
is something
indefinite, with regard to which
the soul is passive, and that we can by some means or other
free ourselves therefrom with the help of the understanding.
Let no one then be astonished that before proving the existence of body, and other necessary things, I speak of
imagination
of body, and of its composition.
The view
taken is, I repeat, immaterial,
so long as we know that
imagination
is something indefinite, &c. As regards a true
idea, we have shown that it is simple or compounded
of
simple ideas ; that it shows how and why something
is or
has t_en made ; and that its subjective effects in the soul
correspond
to the actual reality of its object.
This conclusion is identical with the saying of the ancients, that true
science proceeds from cause to effect ; though the ancients,
so far as I know, never formed the conception put forward
here that the soul acts according to fixed laws, and is as it
were an immaterial
automaton.
Hence, as far as is possible at the outset, we have acquired a knowledge
of our
understanding,
and such a standard of a true idea that we
need no longer fear confounding truth with falsehood and
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fiction.
Neither shah we wonder why we understand
some
things which in nowise fall within the scope of the imag_nation, while other things are in the imagination but wholly
opposed to the understanding,
or others, ag-a]n, which agree
therewith.
We now know that the operations, whereby the
effects of imagination
are produced, take place under other
laws quite different from the laws of the understanding,
and that the mind is entirely passive with regard to them.
Whence we may also see how easily men may fall into
grave errors through
not distinguishing
accurately
between the imagination
and the understanding;
such as
believing that extension must be localized, that it must be
finite, that its parts are really distinct one from the other,
that it is the primary and single foundation
of all things,
that it occupies more space at one time than at another,
and other similar doctrines, all entirely opposed to truth,
as we shall duly show.
Again, since words are a part of the imagination--that
is, since we form many conceptions in accordance with confused arrangements
of words in the memory, dependent on
particular bodily conditions,--there
is no doubt that words
may, equally with the imagination,
be the cause of many
and great errors, unless we keep strictly on our guard.
Moreover, words are form(d according
to popular fancy
and intelligence,
and are, therefore,
signs of things as
existing in the imagination, not as existing in the understanding.
This is evident from the fact that to all such
things as exist only in the understanding,
not in the imagination, negative names are often given, such as incorporeal,
_nfinlte, &c. So, also, many conceptions really affirmative
are expressed negatively, and v/ce versd, such as uncreatc,
independent,
infinite, immortal, &c., inasmuch as their contraries
are much more easily imagined,
and, therefore,
: occurred first to men, and usurped positive names.
Many
things we affirm and deny, because the nature of words
allows us to do so, though the nature
of things does not.
: While we remain unaware of this fact, we may easily mistake falsehood for truth.
I_t us also beware of another great cause of confusion,
? vehlch prevents the understanding
from reflexing on itself.
Sometimes, while ma_ng no distinction between the imagi.
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nation and the intellect, we think that what we more
readily imagine is clearer to us; and also we think that
what we imagine we understand.
Thus, we put first that
which should be last: the true order of progression
is
reversed, and no legitimate conclusion is drawn.
Now, in order at length to pass on to the second part of
this method, 11 shall first set forth the object aimed at, and
next the means for its attainment.
The object aimed at is
the acquisition of clear and distinct ideas, such as are produced by the pure intellect, and not by chance physical
motions.
In order that all ideas may be reduced to unity,
we shaft endeavour so to associate and arrange them that
our mind may, as far as possible, reflect subjectively the
reality of nature, both as a whole and as parts.
As for the first point, it is necessary (as we have said)
for our purpose that everything should be conceived, either
_olely through its essence, or through its Tro_mate
cause.
If the thing be serf-existent,
or, as is commonly said, the
cause of itself, it-must be understood
through
its essence
only ; if it be not self-existent,
but requires a cause for its
existence,
it must be understood
through
its procreate
cause.
For, in reality, the knowledge of an effect is nothing else than the acquisition of more perfect knowledge
of its cause."
Therefore, we may never, while we are concerned with inquiries into actual things, draw any conclusion from abstractions;
we shall be extremely careful not to
confound that which is only in the understanding
with that
which is in the thing itself.
The best basis for drawing a
conclusion will be either some particular affirmative essence,
or a true and legitimate definition.
For the understanding
cannot descend from universal axioms by themselves
to
particular
t]_ings, since axioms are of jn6nite extent, and
do not determine
the understanding
to contemplate
one
l)articular thing more than another.
Thus the true method
J The chief rule of this part m, as appears from the first part, to
review all the ideas coming to us through pure intellect, so as to distinguish them from stmh as we imagine: the distinction will be shown
through the properties of each, namely, of the imagination and of the
understanding.
Observe that it is hereby manifest that we cannot understand anything of nature without at the same time increasing onr knowledge of
the first cause, or God.
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_,f discovery, is to form thoughts from some given definition.
This process will be the more fruitful and easy in proportion as the thing given be better defined.
Wherefore, the
cardinal point of all this second part of method consists in
the knowledge of the conditions of good definition, and the
means of finding them.
I will first treat of the conditions
of definition.
A definition, if it is to be called perfect, must explain the
inmost essence of a thing, and must take care not to substitute for this any of its properties.
In order to illustrate
my meaning, without taking an example which would seem
to show a desire to expose other people's errors, I will
choose the case of somettnng
abstract, the definition of
which is of little moment.
Such is a circle.
If a circle be
defined as a figure, such that all straight lines drawn from
the centre to the circumference
are equal, every one can
see that such a definition does not in the least explain the
essence of a circle, but solely one of its properties.
Though,
as I have said, this is of no importance
in the case of
figures and other abstractions,
it is of great importance in
the case of physical beings and realities : for the properties
:
of things are not understood so long as their essences are
unknown.
If the latter be passed over, there is necessarily
a perversion of the succession of ideas which should reflect
_
the succession of nature, and we go far astray from our
object.
:
In order to be free from this fault, the following rules
should be observed in definition :-I. If the thing in question be created, the definition
must (as we have said) comprehend
the proximate
cause.
:
l_or instance, a circle should, according to this rule, be defined as follows : the figure described by any line whereof
one end is fixed and the other free. This definition clearly
comprehends the proY_mate cause.
;
II. A conception or definition of a thing should be such
that all the properties
of that thing, in so far as it is considered by itself, and not in conjunction with other things,
_an be deduced from it, as may be seen in the definition
given of a circle : for from that it clearly follows that all
_raight lines drawn from the centre to the circumference
: are eqn_.l. That t_ds is a necessary
characteristic
of a

,
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definition is so clear to anyone, who reflects on the matter,
that there is no need to spend time in proving it, or in
showing that, owing to this second condition, every definition should be affirmative.
I speak of intellectual
affirmation, giving little thought to verbal affirmations which, owing
to the poverty of language, must sometimes, perhaps, be
expressed negatively, though the idea contained is affirmativ _.
The rules for the definition of an uncreated thing are as
follows :-I. The exclusion of all idea of cause--that
is, the thing
must not need explanation
by anything
outside itself.
II. When the definition of the thing has been given,
there must be no room for doubt as to whether the thing
exists or not.
]XI. It must contain, as far as the mind is concerned, no
substantives
which could be put into an adjectival
form ;
in other words, the object defined must not be explained
through abstractions.
IV. Lastly, though this is not absolutely
necessary, i_
should be possible to deduce from the definition all the
properties
of the thing defined.
All these rules become obvious to anyone giving stric_
attention to the matter.
I have also stated that the best basis for drawing a conclusion is a particular
affirmative
essence.
The more
specialized the idea is, the more is it distinct, and therefore
clear.
Wherefore
a knowledge of particular tblngs should
be sought for as diligently as possible.
As regards the order of our perceptions, and the manner
in which they should be arranged and united, it is necessaa'y
that, as soon as is possible and rational, we should i_quire
whether there be any being (and. if so, what being), that is
the cause of all t.hings, so that its essence, represented
in
thought, may be the cause of all our ideas, and then our
mind will to the utmost possible extent reflect nature.
For
it will possess, subjectively,
nature's
essence, order, and
union.
Thus we can see that it is before all things necessary for us to deduce all our ideas from physical things-°
that is, from real entities, proceeding, as fax as may be, according to the series of causes, from one real entity to
another
real entity, never passing to universals
mad ab-
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s_ract_ons, either for the purpose of deduc_
some real
entity from them, or deducing them from some real entity.
Either of these processes interrupts the true progress of the
understanding.
But it must be observed that, by the series
of causes and real entities, I do not here mean the series of
particular and mutable things, but only the series of fixed
and eternal things.
It would be hnpossible
for human
infirmity to follow up the series of particular
mutable
things, both on account of their multitude,
surpassing
all
calculation, and on account of the infinitely diverse circumstances surrounding
one and the same thing, any one of
which may be the cause for its existence or non-existence.
Indeed, their existence has no connection with their essence,
or (as we have said already)
is not an eternal truth.
Neither is there any need that we should understand
their
series, for the essences of particular mutable things are not
to be gathered from their series or order of existence, which
would furnish us with nothing beyond their extrinsic
denomb_ations,their
relations, or, at most, their circumstances,
all of which are very different from their inmost essence.
This inmost essence must be sought solely from fixed and
eternal things, and from the laws, inscribed (so to speak)
in those things as in their true codes, according to which all
particular
things take place and are arranged ; nay, these
mutable particular
things depend so intimately
and essen.
tially (so to phrase it) upon the fixed thinms, that they
cannot either be or be conceived without them.
Whence these fixed and eternal things, though they are
themselves particular, will nevertheless,
owing to their presence and power everywhere,
be to us as universals,
or
genera of definitions of particular
mutable things, and as
the proximate causes of all things.
But, though this be so, there seems to be no small difficulty in arriving
at the knowledge
of these particular
things, for to conceive them all at once would far surpass
the powers of the human understanding.
The arrangement whereby one thing is understood
before another, as
we have stated, should not be sought from their series of
existence, nor from eternal things.
For the latter are all
by nature simultaneous.
Other aids are therefore
needed
besides those employed for understanding
eternal things
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and their laws ; however, this is not the place to recount
such aids, nor is there any need to do so, until we ha_ e
acquired a sufficient knowledge of eternal things and their
infallible
laws, and until the nature of our senses has
become plain to us.
Before betaking ourselves to seek knowledge of particular
things, it will be seasonable to speak of such aids, as all
tend to teach us the mode of employing our senses, and to
make certain experiments
under fixed rules and arrangement which may suffice to determine
the object of our
inquiry,
so that we may therefrom
infer what laws of
eternal things it has been produced under, and may gain
an insight into its inmost nature, as I will duly show.
Here, to return
to my purpose, I will only endeavour
to set forth what seems necessary for enabling us to attain
to knowledge of eternal things, and to define them under
the conditions laid down above.
With this end, we must bear in mind what has already
been stated, namely, that when the mind devotes itself to
any thought, so as to examine it, and to deduce therefrom
in du_ order all the legitimate
conclusions
possible, any
falsehood which may lurk m the thought will be detected ;
but if the thought be true, the mind will readily proceed
without
interruption
to deduce truths from it. This, I
say, is necessary for our purpose, for our thoughts may be
brought
to a close by the absence of a foundation.
If,
therefore, we wish to investigate
the first thing of all, it
will be necessary to SUplfiy some foundation
which may
direct our thoughts
thither.
Further,
since method is
reflective knowledge, the foundatmn which must direct our
thoughts
can be nothing else than the knowledge of that
which constitutes the reality of truth, and the knowledge
of the _mderstanding,
its properties,
and powers.
When
this has been acquired we zhall possess a foundation wherefrom we can deduce our thoughts, and a path whereby the
intellect, according
to its capacity, may attain the knowledge of eternal things, allowance being made for the extent of the intellectual powers.
If, as I stated in the first part, it belongs to the nature
of thought to form true ideas, we must here inquire what
iq meant by the faculties and power of the understanding.
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The chief part of our method is to understand
as well as
possible the powers of the intellect, and its nature; we are,
therefore, compelled (by the considerations
advanced in the
second part of the method) necessarily to draw these conclusions from the definition itself of thought
and understanding.
But, so far, we have not got any rules for
finding definitions, and, as we cannot set forth such mfl(s
without a previous knowledge of nature, that is without a
definition of the understanding
and its power, it follows
either that the definition of the understanding
must be
clear in itself, or that we can understand
nothing,
l_evertheless this definition is not absolutely clear in itself ; however, since its properties, like all tl_s
that we possess
through the understanding,
cannot be known clearly and
distinctly, unless its nature be known previously,
the deftnition of the understandiug
makes itself manifest, if we pay
attention to its properties, which we know clearly and distinctly.
Let us, then, enumerate
here the properties
of
the understanding,
let us examine
them, and begin by
discussing
the instruments
for research which we fincl
innate in us.
The properties
of the understanding
which I have chiefly
remarked,
and which I clearly understand,
are the following :-I. It involves certainty--in
other words, it knows that a
thing exists in reality as it is reflected subjectively.
II. That it perceives certain things, or forms some ideas
absolutely, some ideas from others.
Thus it forms the
idea of quantity absolutely, without reference to any other
thoughts ; but ideas of motion it only forms after taking
into consideration
the idea of quantity.
III. Those ideas which the understanding
forms absolutely express infinity ; determinate
ideas are derived from
other ideas.
Thus in the idea of quantity, perceived by
means of a cause, the quantity is determined,
as when a body
is perceived to be formed by the motion of a plane, a plane
by the motion of a line, or, again, a line by the motion of a
point.
All ttmse are perceptions
which do not serve
towards understanding
quantity,
but only towards determining it. This is proved by the fact that we conceive
them as formed as it were by motion, yet this motion is
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not perceived unless the quantity
be perceived also; we
can even prolong the motion so as to form an infinite llne,
which we certainly could not do unless we had an idea of
infinite quantity.
IV. The understanding
forms
positive
ideas before
forming negative ideas.
V. It perceives things not so much under the condition
of duration as under a certain form of eternity, and in an
infinite number ; or rather in perceiving things it does not
consider
either their number
or duration,
whereas,
in
imagining them, it perceives them in a determinate
number,
duration, and quantity.
VI. The ideas which we form as clear and distinct, seem
so to follow from the sole necessity of our nature, that they
appear to depend absolutely on our sole power ; with confused ideas the contrary is the case.
They are often formed
against our will.
VII. The mind can determine in many ways the ideas of
things, which the understanding
forms from other ideas:
thus, for instance, in order to define the plane of an ellipse,
it supposes a point adhering to a cord to be moved round
two centres, or, again, it conceives an infinity of points,
always in the same fixed relation to a given straight line, or
a cone cut in an oblique plane, so that the angle of inclin_.tion is greater than the angle of the vertex of the cone, or
in an infinity of other ways.
VIII. The more ideas express perfection
of any object+
the more perfect are they themselves;
for we do not
admire the architect who has planned a chapel so much as
the architect who has planned a splendid temple.
I do not stop to consider the rest of what is referred to
thought, such as love, joy, &c. They are nothing
to our
present purpose, and cannot even be conceived unless the
understanding
be perceived previously.
When perception
is removed, all these go with it.
False and fictitious ideas have nothing positive about
them (as we have abundantly
shown), which causes them
to be ea]led false or fictitious ; they are only considered as
such through the defectiveness
of knowledge.
Therefore,
false and fictitious ideas as such can teach us nothing con=
eerning the essence of thought ; this must be sought from
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the positive proper_es just enumerated ; in other words, we
must lay down some common basis from which these pro.
per_es necessarily follow, so that when this is given, the
properties are necessarily given also, and when it is removed,
they too vanish with it.
•

#

#

•

•

•

The rest of the treatise 18 wanting.
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The pursuit
of ho_murs and r_ches is likewise very absorbi_. , especmll_
tr such ob3ccts be so_Tht simply for their own sake.
This might
be
explamed
more at large
and more clearly
: I mean, by distinguishing
riches according
as they
are pursued
for their own sake, or m furtherauco of farad, or sensual pleasure,
or the advancement
of acmnce and art.
But tins sublect
m re_cr_ed
to Its own p]ace, for it m not here proper to
m_estl_ate
thq, matter more accurately.
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DEFINITIONS,

:

I.
Y that which is self-caused, I mean that of which the
essence involves existence, or that of which the nature
is only conceivable as existent.
II. A th_g is called finite after its/dnd,
when it can be
limited by another thing of the same nature ; for instance,
a body is called finite because we always conceive another
greater body.
So, also, a thought
is limited by another
thought, but a body is not limited by thought, nor a
thought by body.
TTT. By substance, I mean that which is in itself, and is
conceived through
itself: in other words, that of which a
conception can be formed independently
of any other coneeption.
IV. By attr/bute,
I mean that which the intellect
perceivesas constituting
the essenceof substance.
17.By _node,I mean the modifications
_of substance,or
tha_ which existsin,and is conceivedthrough,something
otherthan itself.
VI. By God, I mean a being absolutelyinfinite--that
is.
a substanceconsisting
in infinite
attributes,
of which each
expresses eternal and infinite essentiality.
E_T/an_t/o_.---I
say absolutely infinite, not infinite after
its kind: for, of a thing infinite only after its kind,infinite
attributes maybe denied; but that which is absolutely iufiniw.
1 ,_ ,_j_ect_nsL,_
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contains in its essence whatever
expresses reality, and
involves no negation.
VII. That thing is called free, which exists solely by the
necessity of its own nature, and of which the action is
determined by itself alone.
On the other hand, that thing
is necessary, or rather constrained, which is determined by
something external to itself to a fixed and definite method
of existence or action.
VIII. By eternity, I mean existence itself, in so far as it
is conceived necessarily to follow solely from the definition
of that which is eternal.
Explanation.--Existence
of this kind is conceived as an
eternal truth, like the essence of a thing, aud, therefore,
cannot be explained
by means of continuance
or time,
though continuance may be conceived without a beg_uulng
or end.
Axioms.
I. Everything
something else.

which

exists, exists

either

in itself

or in

II. That which cannot be conceived through anything
else must be conceived through itself.
I]:I. From a given definite cause an effect necessarily
follows; and, on the other hand, if no definite cause be
granted, it is impossible that an effect can follow.
IV. The knowledge of an effect depends on and involves
the knowledge of a cause.
V. Things which have nothing in common c_._ot
be
understood, the one by means of the other; the conception
of one does not involve the conception of the other.
VI. A true idea must correspond
with its ideate or
object.
VII. If a thing can be conceived as non-exlsting,
its
essence does not involve existence.
o

PROPOSITIONS.
P_oP. I. Substance @ by nature _
to _f_ _flr_Ho_.
Proof.--This
is clear from Deft. iii. and v.
PROP. ]I Two substances, whose attr_r_te_ are _erc_t,
have nothing in common.
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Proof._Also
evident from Def. iii. For each must exist
in itself, and be conceived through itself ; in other words,
the conception of one does not imply the conception of the
other.
PROP. IH. Things which have nothing in common cannot
be one the cause of the other.
Proof.--If
they have nothing in common, it follows that
one cannot be apprehended
by means of the other (Ax. v.),
and, therefore,
one cannot be the cause of the other
(Ax. iv.).
Q.E.D.
PROP. IV. Two or _nore distinct things are d_tingulshed
one from the other, either by the differe_zce of the attributes of
the substances, or by the difference of their modifications.
P_'oof.--Everything
which exists, exists either in itself or
in something
else (Ax. i.),--that
is (by Deft. iii. and v.),
nothing is granted in addition to the understanding,
except
substance
and its modifications.
Nothing
is, therefore,
given besides the understandin_,
by which several things
may be distinguished
one from the other, except the substances, or, in other words (see Ax. iv.), their attributes and
modifications.
Q.E.D.
PROP. V. There cannot e_dst in the universe two or more
_bstances having the same nature or attr_te.
Proof.--If
several distinct substances be granted, they
must be distinguished
one from the other, either by the
difference of their attributes,
or by the difference of their
modifications (Prop. iv.). If only by the difference of their
attributes,
it will be granted
that there cannot be more
than one with an identical attribute.
If by the difference
of their modifications--as
substance
is naturally prior to
its modifications
(Prop. i.),--it
follows that setting the
modifications aside, and considering substance in itself, that
is truly, (Deft. ih. and vi.), there cannot be conceived one
substance different
from another,--that
is (by Prop. iv.),
there cannot be granted several substances, but one substance only.
Q.E.D.
PROP. VI. O_s _tance
can_
be lrroduced by another
_o_a_.
Proof._It
is impossible that there should be in the universe two substances with an identical attribute,
i.e. which
have anything common to them both (Prop. ii.), and, there-
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fore (Prop. iii.), one cannot be the cause of another, neither
can one be produced by the other.
Q.E.D.
GoroUary.
Hence it follows that a substance cannot be
produced by anything external to itself
For in the universe nothing is granted, save substances and their modifications (as appears from Ax. i. and Deft. iii. and v.). Now (by
the last Prop.)substance
cannot be produced
by another
substance,
therefore
it cannot be produced
by anything
external to itself. Q.E.D.
This is shown still more readily
by the absurdity of the contradictory.
For, if substance be
produced by an external cause, the knowledge of it would
depend on the knowledge
of its cause (Ax. iv.), and (by
Def. iii.) it would itself not be substance.
PROP. VII. Existence belongs to the nature of substance.
Proof.--Substance
cannot be produced by anything
external (Corollary, Prop. vi.), it must, therefore, be its own
cause--that
is, its essence necessarily involves existence, or
existence belongs to its nature.
P_toP. _]_II. Every substance is necessarily infinite.
Proof.--There
can only be one substance with an identical attribute,
and existence follows from its nature (Prop.
vii.); its nature, therefore,
involves existence,
either as
finite or infinite.
It does not exist as finite, for (by Def. ii.)
it would then be limited by something
else of the sazne
kind, which would also necessarily exist (Prop. vii.) ; and
there would be two substances with an identical attribute,
which is absurd (Prop. v.). It therefore exists as in_nit_

Q.E.JO.

2Vote/.--As
finite existence involves a partial negation,
and infinite existence
is the absolute
affirmation of the
given nature, it follows (solely from Prop. vii.) that every
substance is necessarily in{inlte.
Note I/.--No
doubt it will be difficult for those who
think about things loosely, and have not been accustomed
to know them by their primary causes, to comprehend
tho
demonstration
of Prop. vii. : for such persons make no distinction between the modifications
of substances and the
substances
themselves,
and are ignorant of the manner in
which things are produced;
hence they attribute
to sub.
stances the begjnning which they observe in natural objects
Those who are ignor_mt of true causes, make com-
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plebe confusion--think
that trees might talk just as well as
men--that
men might be formed from stones as well as
from seed ; and imagine that any form might be changed
into any other.
So, also, those who confuse the two
natures, divine and human, readily attmbute human passions to the deity, especially so long as they do not kmow
how passions originate in the mind.
But, if people would
consider the nature
of substance,
they would have no
doubt about the truth of Prop. vfl. In fact, this proposition would be a universal axiom, and accounted a truism.
For, by substance, would be understood
that which is in
itself, and is conceived through itself--that
is, something
of which the conception requires not the conception of anything else; whereas modifications
exist in something
external to themselves, and a conception of them is formed 1,v
means of a conception of the thing in which they exist.
Therefore, we may have true ideas of non-existent
modifications; for, although
they may have no actual existence
apart from the conceiving intellect, yet their essence is so
involved in something external to themselves that they may
through
it be conceived.
Whereas
the only truth substances can have, external to the intellect, must consist in
their existence, because they are conceived through
themselves.
Therefore, for a person to say that he has a clear
and distinct--that
is, a true--idea
of a substance, but that
he is not sure whether such substance exists, would be the
same as if he said that he had a true idea, but was not sure
whether or no it was false (a little consideration
will make
this plain) ; or if anyone affirmed that substance is created,
it would be the same as saying that a false idea was true-in short, the height of absurdity.
It must, then, necessarily
be admitted that the existence of substance as its essence is
an eternal truth.
And we can hence conclude by another
process of reasoning--that
there is but one such substance.
I think that this may profitably be done at once ; and, in
order to proceed regularly with the demonstration,
we must
premise :-1. The true definition of a thilrg neither involves nor expresses anything beyond the nature of the thing defined.
From this it follows that--2. No definition implies or expresses a certain number of
II.

E
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individuals,
inasmuch as it expresses
nothing beyond the
nature of the thing defined.
For instance, the definition
of a triangle expresses nothing beyond the act_aal nature
of a triangle:
it does not imply any fixed number of
triangles.
8. There is necessarily for each individual existent thing
a cause why it should exist.
4. This cause of existence must either be contained in
t,he nature and definition of the thing defined, or must be
postulated
apart from such definition.
It therefore follows that, if a given number of individual
things exist in nature, there must be some cause for the
existence of exactly that number, neither more nor less.
For example, if twenty men exist in the universe (for shnplicity's sake, I will suppose them existing simultaneously,
and to have had no predecessors),
and we want to account
for the existence of these twenty men, it will not be enough
to show the cause of human existence in general ; we must
also show why there are exactly twenty men, neither more
nor less : for a cause must be assigned for the existence of
each individual.
Now this cause cannot be contained in
the actual nature of man, for the true definition of man
does not involve any consideration
of the number twenty.
Consequently,
the cause for the existence of these twenty
men, and, consequently, of each of them, must necessarily
be sought externally to each individual.
Hence we may
lay down the absolute rule, that everything which may consist of several individuals
must have an external cause.
And, as it has been shown already that existence appertains
to the nature of substance, existence must necessarily be
included
in its definition;
and from its definition alone
existence must be deducible.
But from its definition (as
we have shown, Notes ii., iii.), we cannot infer the existence
of several substances;
therefore it follows that there is only
one substance of the same nature.
Q.E.D.
PROP. IX. The more reality or being a thing has the greater
the number of its attributes (Def. iv.).
PROP. X. Each particular
attribute of the one _ub_ta_
mus_, be conceived _hro_jh it, ll.
Proof.--An
attribute
is that which the intellect
per.
ceives of substance,
as constituting
its essence (Def. iv.).
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and, therefore, must be conceived

Q.E.D.

through itself

5]
(Def. 2.).

Note.--It
is thus evident that, though two attributes are,
in fact, conceived as dlstinc_--that
is, one without the help
of the other--yet
we cannot, therefore,
conclude that they
constitute two entities, or two different substances.
For _t
is the nature of substance
that each of its attributes
is
conce'rved through itself, inasmuch as all the attributes
it
has have always existed simultaneously
in it, and none
could be produced
by any other;
but each expresses
the
reality or being of substance.
It is, then, far from an ab.
surdity to ascribe several attributes
to one substance : for
nothing in nature is more clear than that each and every
entity must be conceived under some attribute, and that its
reality or being is in proportion
to the number of its attributes expressing necessity or eternity and infinity.
Consequently it is abundantly
clear, that an absolutely infinite
being must necessarily be defined as consisting in infinite
attributes,
each of which expresses a certain eternal and
infinite essence.
If anyone now ask, bywhat sign shall he be able to distingulsh different
substances, let him read the following
propositions, which show that there is but one substance
in the universe, and that it is absolutely in_n_te,
wherefore
such a sign would be sought for in vain.
PRop. X_. God, or substance, consisting of infinite attri.
butes, of which each e_lrresses eternal and infinite essentiality,
necessarily e_ists.
Proof.--If
this be denied, conceive, if possible, that Go_
does not exist : then his essence does not involve existence.
But this (by Prop. vii.) is absurd.
Therefore
God necessarily exists.
Another proof.--Of
everything
whatsoever
a cause or
reason must be assigned, either for its existence, or for its
non-existence---e.g,
if a triangle exist, a reason or cause
must be granted
for its existence;
if, on the contrary, it
does not exist, a cause must also be granted, which prevents
_it from existing, or annuls its existence.
This reason or
e_ause must either be contained in the nature of the thing
in question, or be external to it. For instance, the reasoa
for tim non-existence
of a square circle is indicated in its
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nature,namely, because itwould involve a eonhm_liction.
On the other hand, tileexistenceof substance follow_
alsosolelyfrom itsnature,inasmuch as itsnatureinvolves
existence.
(See Prop. vii.)
But the reason for the existence of a triangle or a circle
does not follow from the nature of those figures, but from
the order of universal nature in extension.
From the latter
it must follow, either that a triangle necessarily exists, or
that it is impossible that, it should exist.
So much is selfevident. It follows therefrom that a thing necessarily exists,
if no cause or reason be granted which prevents its existence.
If, then, no cause or reason cax_ be given, which prevents
the existence of God, or which destroys his existence, we
must certainly conclude that he necessarily does exist.
If
such a reason or cause should be given, it must either be
drawn from the very nature of God, or be external to him
--that is, drawn from another substance of another nature.
For if it were of the same nature, God, by that very fact,
would be admitted
to exist.
But substance
of another
nature
could have nothing
in common with God (by
Prop. ii.), and therefore would be unable either to e_use cr
to destroy his existence.
As, then, a reason or cause which would annul the
divine existence cannot be drawn from anything external
to the divine nature, such cause must perforce, if Go(t
does not exist, be drawn from God's own nature, which
would involve a contradiclion.
To make such an affirma_
Non about a being absolutely infinite and supremely perfect, is absurd ; therefore, neither in the nature of God, nor
externally to his nature, can a cause or reason be assigned
which would annul his existence.
Therefore, GOd necessarily exists.
Q.E.D.
Another :woof.--The
potentiality
of non-existence
is a
negation of power, and contraxiwlse
the potentiality
of
existence is a power, as is obvious.
If, then, that which
necessarily exists is nothing but finite beings, such finite
beings are more powerful than a being absolutely infinite,
which is obviously absurd ; therefore, either nothing exists,
or else a being absolutely _nfinite necessarily exists also.
Now we exist either in ourselves, or in something else which
necessarily exist, (see h_dom i. and Prop. vii.).
Therefor_
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a being absolutely
hufini_
in other words, God (Def.
vi.)--necessarily
exists.
Q.E.D.
l_ote.--In
this last proof, I have purposely shown God's
existence & po_erwTi, so that the proof might be more
easily followed, not because, from the same premises, God's
existence does not follow d priori.
For, as the potentm_dty
of existence is a power, it follows that, in proportion
as
reality increases in the nature of a thing, so also will it increase its strength for existence.
Therefore a being absolutely infinite, such as God, has from himself an absolutely
infinite power of existence, and hence he does absolutely
exist.
Perhaps there will be many who will be unable to
see the force of this proof, inasmuch as they are accustomed
only to consider those things which flow from external
causes.
Of such things, they see that those which quickly
come to pass--that
is, quickly come into existence--quickly
also disappear ; whereas they regard as more difficult of accomplishment--that
is, not so easily brought into existence
those things which they conceive as more complicated.
However, to do away with this misconception, I need not
here show the measure of truth in the proverb,
"What
comes quickly, goes quickly," nor discuss whether, from the
point of view of universal
nature, all things are equally
easy, or otherwise : I need only remark, that I am not here
speaking of things, which come to pass through causes external to themselves,
but only of substances wtfich (by
Prop. vi.) cannot be produced
by any external
cause.
Things which are produced by external causes, whether they
consist of many parts or few, owe whatsoever perfection oreality they possess solely to the efficacy of their externa_
cause, and therefore
their existence arises solely from the
perfectaon of their external cause, not from their own. Contrariwise, whatsoever perfection
is possessed by substancp
is due to no external cause: wherefore the existence oi
substance must arise solely from its own nature, which is
nothing
else but its essence.
Thus, the perfectmn of a
thing does not annul its existence, but, on the contrary,
asserts it. Imperfection,
on the other hand, does annul
it ; therefore we cannot be more certain of the existence of
auything, than of the existence of a being absolutely infinite
or perfect--that
is, of God. For inasmuch as his essence
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excludes all imperfection, and involves absolute perfection,
all cause for doubt concerning his existence is done away,
and the utmost certainty on the question is given.
This,
I think, will be evident to every moderately attentive reader.
PROP. _Y[_ 1¥0 attribute of substance can be conceived
]_'om which it would follow that substance can be divided.
Proof.--The
parts into which substance as thus conceived
would be divided, either will retain the nature of substance,
or they will not.
If the former, then (by Prop. viii.) each
part will necessarily be infinite, and (by Prop. vi.) selfcaused, and (by Prop. v,) will perforce consist of a different
attribute, so that, in that case, several substances could be
formed out of one substance, which (by Prop. vi.) is absurd.
Moreover, the parts (by Prop. ii.) would have nothing in
common with their whole, and the whole (by Def. iv. and
Prop. x.) could both exist and be conceived without its
arts, which everyone will admit to be absurd.
If we
opt the second alternative--namely,
that the parts will
not retain the nature of substance--then,
if the whole
substance were divided into equal parts, it would lose the
nature of substance, and would cease to exist, which (by
Prop. vii.) is absurd.
PROP, _[.
Substance absolutely infinite _ indivisible.
t_roof.--If
it could be divided, the parts into which it
was divided would either retain the nature of absolutely
infinite substance, or they would not.
If the former, we
should have several substances
of the same nature, which
Coy Prop. v.) is absurd.
If the latter, then (by Prop. vii.)
substance absolutely
infinite could cease to exist, which
(by Prop. xi.) is also absurd.
Corollary.--It
follows,
that
no substance,
and consequently
no extended
substance,
in so far as it is substance, is divisible.
l%te.--The
indivisibility
of substance
may be more
easily understood as follows.
The nature of substance can
only be conceived as infinite, and by a part of substance,
nothing else can be understood
than finite substance, which
(by Prop. viii.) involves a manifest contradiction.
PROP. Xl_ r. BeS_8
God no substance ca_ by granted o,r
conceived.
Proof._As
God is a being absolutely infinite, of whom
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no attribute that expresses the essence of substance can be
denied (by Def. vi.), and he necessarily exists (by Prop. xi.) ;
if any substance besides God were granted, it would have
to be explained by some attribute
of God, and thus two
substances
with the same attribute
would exist, which
(by Prop. v.) is absurd; therefore, besides God no substance can be granted, or, consequently, be conceived.
If
it could be conceived, it would necessarily have to be conceived as existent ; but this (by the first part of this proof)
is absurd.
Therefore, besides God no substance can be
granted or conceived.
Q.E.D.
Gerollary/.--Clearly,
therefore: 1. God is one, that is
(by Def. vi.)only
one substance can be granted in the
universe, and that substance
is absolutely infinite, as we
have already indicated (in the note to Prop. x.).
Corollary II.--It
follows : 2. That extension and thought
are either attributes
of God or Coy Ax. i.) accidents (affectiones)of the attributes
of GOd.
PRop. XV. Whatsoever is, is in God, and without God
othing can be, or be conceived.
Proof._Besides
GOd, no substance is granted or can l e
conceived Coy Prop. xiv.), that is (by Def. iii.) nothing which
is in itself and is conceived through itself. But modes (by
Def. v.) can neither be, nor be conceived without substance ;
wherefore they can only be in the divine nature, and can
only through it be conceived.
But substances
and modes
form the sum total of existence (by Ax. i.), therefore,
without GOd nothing can be, or be conceived.
Q.E.D.
Note.--Some
assert that God, like a man, consists of
body and mind, and is susceptible
of passions.
How far
such persons have strayed from the truth is sufficiently
evident from what has been said.
But these I pass over.
For all who have in anywise reflected on the divine nature
deny that God has a body.
Of this they find excellent
proof in the fact that we understand
by body a definite
quantity, so long, so broad, so deep, bounded by a certain
shape, and it is the height of absurdity to predicate such a
thing of God, a being absolutely infinite.
But meanwldle
by the other reasons with which they try to prove their
point, they show that they think corporeal or extended
substaace
wholly apart from the divine nature, and say

it was created by God.
Wherefrom
the divine nature
can have been created, they are wholly ignorant ; thus they
clearly show, that they do not know the meaning of their
own words.
I myself have proved sufficiently clearly, at
any rate in my own judgment (Coroll. Prop. vi., and Note 2,
Prop. viii.), that no substance can be produced or created
by anything
other than itself.
Further, I showed (in
Prop. xiv.), that besides God no substance can be granted or
conceived.
Hence we drew the conclusion that extended
substance is one of the infinite attributes
of God. How*
ever, in order to explain more fltlly, I will refute the arguments of my adversaries, which all start from the following
points :-]_xtended substance, in so far as it is substance, consists,
as they think, in parts, wherefore they deny that it can be
infinite, or, consequently,
that it can appertain to God.
This they illustrate with many examples, of which I will
take one or two.
If extended substance, they say, is in.
finite, let it be conceived
to be divided into two parts;
each part will then be either finite or infinite.
If the
former, then infinite substance is composed of two finite
parts, which is absurd.
If the latter, then one infinite will
be twice as large as another infinite, which is also absurd.
Further,
if an infinite line be measured out in foot
lengths, it will consist of an infinite number of such parts ;
it would equally consist of an infinite number of parts, if
each part measured only an inch: therefore, one infinity
would be twelve thnes as great as the other.
Lastly, if from a single point there be conceived to be
drawn two diverging lines which at first are at a definite
distance apart, but are produced to infinity, it is certain
that the distance between the two lines will be continually
increased, until at length it changes from definite to indefinable.
As these absurdities
follow, it is said, from considering quantity as infinite, the conclusion is drawn, that
extended substance
must necessarily be finite, and, consequently, cannot appertain to the nature of God.
The second argument is also drawn from God's supreme
perfection.
God, it is said, inasmuch as he is a supremely
perfect being, cannot be passive ; but extended substance,
in so far as it is divisible, is passive.
It follows, therefore,
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that extended substance does not appertain to the essence
of God.
Such are the arguments I find on the subject in writers,
who by them try to prove that extended substance
is unworthy of the chvine nature, and cannot possibly appertain
thereto.
However, I think an attentive
reader will see
that I have already answered their propositions;
for all
their arguments
are founded on the hypothesis
that extended substance is composed of parts, and such a hypothesis I have shown (Prop. xii., and Coroll. Prop. xiii.) to be
absurd.
Moreover, anyone who reflects will see that all
these absurdities
(if absurdities
they be, which I am not
now discussing),
from which it is sought to extract the
conclusion that extended substance
is fimte, do not at all
follow from the notion of an infimte quantity, but merely
from the notion that an infinite quantity is measurable,
and composed of finite parts : therefore, the only fair conclusion to be drawn is that infinite quantity is not measurable, and cannot be composed of finite parts.
This is exactly what we have already proved (in Prop. xii.). XVherefore the weapon which they aimed at us has in reality recoiled upon themselves.
If, from this absurdity
of theirs,
they persist in drawing the conclusion that extended
substance must be finite, they will in good sooth be acting like
a man who asserts that circles have the properties of squares,
and, finding himself thereby landed in absurdities,
proceeds to deny that circles have any centre, from which all
lines drawn to the circumference
are equal.
For, taking
extended substance, which can only be conceived as infinite,
one, and indivisible (Props. viii., v., xii.) they assert, in order
to prove that it is finite, that it is composed of finite parts,
and that it can be multiphed
and divided.
So, also, others, after asserting
that a hne is composed
of points, can produce many arguments
to prove that a
line cannot be infinitely divided.
Assuredly
it is not less
absurd to assert that extended substance
is made up of
bodies or parts, than it would be to assert that a sohd is
made up of surfaces, a surface of lines, and a line of points.
This must be admitted by all who know clear reason to be
m_allible, and most of all by those who deny the possibility
of :_ v_cuum.
For if extended
substance
could be so

divided that its parts were really separate, why should not
one part admit of being destroyed, the others remaining
joined together as before ? And why should all be so fitted
into one another as to leave no vacuum ? Surely in the
case of things, which are really distinct one from the other,
one can exist without the other, and can remain in its
original condition.
As, then, there does not exist a vacuum
in nature (of which anon), but all parts are bound to come
together to prevent it, it follows from this also that the
parts cannot be really distinguished,
and that extended
substance in so far as it is substance cannot be divided.
If anyone asks me the further
question, Why are we
naturall_y so prone to divide quantity ? I answer, that
quantity
is conceived by us in two ways; in the abstract
and superficially, as we imagine it ; or as substance, as we
conceive it solely by the intellect.
If, then, we regard
quantity as it is represented
in our imagination, which we
often and more easily do, we shall find that it is finite,
divisible, and compounded of parts ; but if we regard it as
it is represented
in our intellect, and conceive it as substance, which it is very, difficult to do, we shall then, as I
have sufficiently proved, find that it is infinite, one, and
indivisible.
This will be plain enough to all, who make a
distinction
between the intellect
and the imagination,
especially if it be remembered,
that matter is everywhere
the same, that its parts are not distinguishable,
except in
so far as we conceive matter as diversely modified, whence
its parts are distinguished,
not really, but modally.
For
instance, water, in so far as it is water, we conceive to be
divided, and its parts to be separated one from the other;
but not in so far as it is extended substance;
from this
point of view it is neither separated nor d:visible.
Further,
water, in so far as it is water, is produced and corrupted ;
but., in so far as it is substance, it is neither produced nor
corrupted.
I think I have now answered the second argument ; it is,
in fact, founded
on the same assumption as the first-namely, that matter, in so far as it is substance, is divisible,
and composed of parts.
Even if it were so, I do not know
why it should be considered unworthy of the divine nature,
inasmuch as besides God (by Prop. xiv.) no substance can
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be granted, wherefrom it could receive its modifications.
All things, I repeat, are in God, and all things which come
to pass, come to pass solely through the laws of the infinite
nature of God, and follow (as I will shortly show)from
the necessity of his essence.
Wherefore
it can in nowise
be said, that God is pasture in respect to anything other
than himself, or that extended
substance
is unworthy
of
the Divine nature, even if it be supposed divisible, so long
as it is granted to be £nfin_te and eternal.
But enough of
this for the present.
P_oP. XVI. From the necessity of the divine nature must
follow an infinite number of fh,ngs in infinite ways--that
is, all things which can fall within the x2here of _nfinite
i_tellect.
.Proof.--This
proposition will be clear _) everyone, who
remembers
that from the given definition of any thing the
intellect infers several properties, which really necessarily
follow therefrom
(that is, from the actual essence of the
thing defined) ; and it infers more properties
in proportion
as the definition
of the thing expresses more reality, that
is, in proportion
as the essence of the thing defined revolves more reality.
Now, as the divine nature has abso.
lutely infinite attributes (by Def. vi.), of which each expresses
infinite essence after its ]rind, it follows that from the
necessity of its nature an _n_n]te number of things (that is,
everything which can fall within the sphere of an infinite
intellect) must necessarily follow.
Q.E.D.
Corollary/.--Hence
it follows, that God is the efficient
cause of all that can fall within the sphere of an infinite
intellect.
Corollary II.
It also follows that God is a cause in himself, and not through an accident of his nature.
Corollary fII.--It
follows, thirdly, that God is the absolutely first cause.
PROP. XV-II. God acts solely by the laws of his own nat_re,
and is not constrained by anyone.
1)roof.--We
have just shown (in Prop. xvi.), that solely
from the necessity of the divine nature, or, what is the
same thing, solely from the laws of his nature, an infinite
number of things absolutely follow in an infinite number
of ways ; and we proved (in Prop. xv.), that without God
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nothing can be nor be conceived ; but that all th_,_
are
in God.
Wherefore nothing can exist outside himself,
whereby he can be conditioned or constrained
to act.
Wherefore God acts solely by the laws of his own nature,
and is not constrained by anyone.
Q.E.D.
Corollary/.--It
follows: 1. That there can be no cause
which, either extrinsically or intrinsically, besides the perfection of his own nature, moves God to act.
Corollary II.--It
follows: 2. That God is the sole free
cause.
For God alone exists by the sole necessity of his
nature (by Prop. rd. and Prop. xiv., Coroll. i.), and acts by
the sole necessity of his nature, wherefore
God is (by
Def. vii.) the sole free cause.
Q.E.D.
iVote.wOthers
think that God is a free cause, because he
can, as they think, bring it about, that those things which
we have said follow from his nature
that is, which are in
his power, should not come to pass, or should not be produced by him. But this is the same as if they said, that
God could bring it about, that it should not follow from the
nature of a triangle, that its three interior angles should
not be equal to two right angles; or that from a given
cause no effect should follow, which is absurd.
]Koreover, I will show below, without the aid of this
proposition,
that neither intellect
nor will appertainto
God's nature.
I know that there are many who think
that they can show, that supreme intellect and free will do
appertain
to God's nature;
for they say they know of
nothing more perfect, which they can attribute
to God,
than that which is the highest
perfection
in ourselves.
Further,
although they conceive God as actually supremely
intelhgent,
they yet do not believe, that he can bring into
existence
everything
which he actually understands,
for
they think that they would thus destroy God's power.
If,
they contend, God had created everything which is in his
intellect, he would not be able to create anything more,
and this, they think, would clash with God's omnipotence;
therefore,
they prefer to assert that God is indifferent _o
all things, and that he creates nothing except that which
he has decided, by some absolute exercise of will, to create.
However, I think I have shown sufficiently
clearly (by
Prop. xvi.), that from God's supreme power, or in,hi*9
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nature, an infinite number of things---that
is, all things havu
necessarily flowed forth in an infinite number of ways. or
always follow from the same necessity;
in the same way
as from the nature
of a triangle
it follows from eternity
and for eternity, that its three interior angles are equal to
two right angles.
Wherefore the omnipotence
of God has
been displayed from all eternity, and will for all eternity
remain in the same state of activity.
This manner of
treating the question attributes to God an omnipotence, in
my opinion, far more perfect.
For, otherwise, we are cornpolled to confess that God understands
an infinite number
of creatable things, which he will never be able to create,
for, if he created all that he understands,
he would,
according to this showing, exhaust his omnipotence,
and
render himself imperfect.
Wherefore, in order to establish
that God is perfect, we should be reduced to estab.
llshing at the same time, that he cannot bring to pass
everything
over which his power extends ; this seems to
be a h.vpothesis most absurd, and most repugnant to God's
omnipotence.
Further
(to say a word here concerning the intellect and
the will which we attribute
to God), if intellect and will
appertain
to the eternal essence of God, we must take
these words in some significations
quite different
from
those they usually bear.
For intellect
and will, which
should constitute the essence of God, would perforce be as
far apart as the poles from the human intellect and will,
in fact, would have nothing in common _lth them but the
name;
there would be about as much correspondence
between the two as there is between the Dog, the heavenly
constellation,
and a dog, an animal that barks.
This I will
prove as follows.
If intellect belongs to the divine nature,
it cannot be in nature, as ours is generally thought to l_e,
posterior to, or simultaneous
with the things understood,
inasmuch as God is prior to all things by reason of his
causality (Prop. xvi., Coroll. i.). On the contrary, the truth
and formal essence of things is as it is, because it exists by
representation
as such in the intellect of GOd. Wherefore
the intellect of God, in so far as it is conceived to constitute God's essence, is, in reality, the cause of things, both
of their essence and of their existence.
This seems t_

have been recognized by those who have asserted, that
God's intellect, God's will, and God's power, are one and
the same.
As, therefore,
God's intellect is the sole cause
of th_ngs, namely, both of their essence and existence, it
must necessarily differ from them in respect to its essence,
and in respect to its existence.
]?or a cause differs from a
thing it causes, precisely in the quality which the latter
gains from the former.
For example, a man is the cause of another man's existence, but not of his essence (for the latter is an eternal
truth), and, therefore, the two men may be entirely similar
in essence, but must be different
in existence ; and hence
if the existence of one of them cease, the existence of the
other will not necessarily cease also ; but if the essence of
one could be destroyed, and be made false, the essence of
the other would be destroyed
also. Wherefore,
a thing
which is the cause both of _he essence and of the existence
of a given effect, must differ from such effect both in
respect to its essence, and also in respect to its existence.
tqow the intellect of God is the cause of both the essence
and the existence of our intellect;
therefore, the intellect
of God in so far as it is conceived to constitute
the divine
essence, differs from our intellect both in respect to essence
and in respect to existence, nor can it in anywise agree
therewith
save in name, as we said before.
The reasoning
would be identical in the case of the will, as anyone can
easily see.
PROP. XVI_.
God is the indwelling and not the transient
cause of al_ things.
Proof.
All things which are, are in God, and must be
conceived through God (by Prop. xv.), therefore (by Prop.
xvi., Coroll. i.) GOd is the cause of those things which are
in him. This is our first point. Further, besides God there
<.an be no substance
(by Prop. xiv.), that is nothing in
itself external to God.
This is our second point.
God,
therefore, is the indwelling
and not the transient cause of
all things.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XT_. God, and all the attrlbutes of God, are eteraal,
Proof.--God
(by Def. vi.) is substance,
which (by
Prop. xi.) necessarily exists, that is (by Prop. vii.) existence
a !,pertains to its nature, or (what is the same thing) follows
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from its definition ; therefore, God is eternal (by Def. viii.).
Further,
by the attributes
of God we must understand
that which (by Def. iv.) expresses the essence of the (brine
substance--in
other words, that which appertains
to substance : that, I say, should be involved m the attributes
of
substance.
Now eternity appertains
to the nature of substance (as I have already shown in Prop. vii.) ; therefore,
eternity must appertain to each of the attributes,
and thus
all are eternal.
Q.E.D.
l_ote.--Tlns
proposition is also evident from the manner
in which (in Prop. xi.) I demonstrated
the existence of
God ; it is evident, I repeat, from that proof, that the existence
of God, like his essence, is an eternal
truth.
Further (in Prop. xix. of my "Principles
of the Cartesian
Philosophy"),
I have proved the eternity of God, in another
manner, which I need not here repeat.
P_oP. XX_ The existence of God and his essence are one
and the same.
.Proof.--God
(by the last Prop.)and
all his attributes
are eternal, that is (by Def. viii.) each of his attributes
expresses existence.
Therefore
the same attributes
of God
which explain his eternal essence, explain at the same time
his eternal existence--in
other words, that which constitutes
Cvod's essence constitutes
at the same time his existence.
Wherefore
God's existence and God's essence are one and
the same.
Q.E.D.
Coroll./.--Hence
it follows that God's existence, like
His essence, is an eternal truth.
CoroU. //.--Secondly,
it follows that God, and all the
attributes
of God, are unchangeable.
For if they could be
changed in respect to existence, they must also be able to
be changed in respect to essence--that
is, obviously,
be
changed from true to false, which is absurd.
PROP. X_I.
AU things which follow from the absolute
nature of any attribute of God must always _
and be infinite, or, in other wards, are eternal and infinite through the
said attribute.
Proof.--Conceive,
if it be possible (supposing
the proposition to be denied), that something in some attribute of
God c_n follow from the absolute
nature of the said
attribute,
and that at the same time it is finite, and
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has a conditioned existence or duration ; for instance, the
idea of God expressed in the attribute
thought.
Now
thought, in so far as it is supposed to be an attribhte
of
God, is necessarily
(by Prop. xi.) in its nature infinite.
But, in so far as it possesses the idea of God, it is supposed finite.
It cannot, however, be conceived as finite,
unless it be limited by thought (by Def. ii.) ; but it is not
limited by thought itself, in so far as it has constituted
the
idea of God (for so far it is _upposed to be finite) ; there.
fore, it is limited by thought, in so far as it has not constituted the idea of God, which nevertheless
(by Prop. xi.)
must necessarily exist.
We have now granted, therefore, thought not constituting the idea of God, and, accordingly,
the idea of God
does not naturally follow from its nature in so far as it is
absolute thought (for it is conceived as constituting,
and
also as not constituting,
the idea of God), which is against
our hypothesis.
Wherefore, if the idea of God expressed
in the attnbute
thought, or, indeed, anything else in any
attribute
of God (for we may take any example, as the
proof is of universal
application)
follows from the necessity of the absolute nature of the said attribute, the said
tlnng must necessarily
be infinite, which was our first
point.
Furthermore,
a thing which thus follows from the neces.
sity of the nature of any attribute cannot have a limited
duration.
For if it can, suppose a thing, which follows
from the necessity of the nature
of some attribute,
to
exist in some attribute
of God, for instance, the idea of
God expressed in the attribute thought,
and let it be supposed at some time not to have existed, or to be about not
to exist.
Now thought being an attribute of God, must necessarily
exist unchanged (by Prop. xi., and Prop. xx., Coroll. ii.) ;
and beyond the limits of the duration
of the idea of God
(supposing the latter at some time not to have existed, or
not to be going to exist) thought
would perforce have
existed without the idea of God, which is contrary to our
hypothesis, for we supposed that, thought being given, the
idea of God necessarily flowed therefrom.
Therefore
the
idea of God expressed in thought, or anything which neces-
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sarily follows from the absolute nature of some attribute
of God, cannot have a limited duration, but through the
said attribute
is eternal, which is our second point.
Bear
in mind that the same proposition may be affirmed of anything, which in any attribute necessarily follows from God's
absolute nature.
PROP. XXII.
Whatsoever follows from any attribute of
God, in so far as it is modified by a modification, which ex.
isis necessarily
and as infinite, through the said attribute,
must also e_ist necessarily and as infinite.
Proof.--The
proof of this proposition
is similar to that
of the preceeling one.
PROP. X-XT_ Every _rtode, which exists both necessarily
and as infinite, must necessarily follow either from
the
absolute nature of some attribute of God, or from an attribute
modified by a modification which e._ts necessarily, and a_
infinite.
Proof.-----A mode exists in something else, through which
it must be conceived (Def. v.), that is (Prop. xv.), it exists
solely in God, and solely through
God can be conceived.
If therefore
a mode is conceived as necessarily existing
and infinite, it must necessarily be inferred
or perceived
through some attribute of God, in so far as such attribute
is conceived as expressing the infinity and necessity of existence, in other words (Def. viii.) eternity ; that is, in so far
as it is considered
absolutely.
A mode, therefore, which
necessarily exists as infinite, must follow from the absolute
nature
of some attribute
of God, either immediately
(Prop. xxi.) or through
the means of some modification,
which follows from the absolute nature
of the said attribute ; that is (by Prop. xxii.), which exists necessarily and as
infinite.
"g, PROP. X'WIV. The essence of things Troduced by God does
not involve existence.
Iaroof.--This
proposition
is evident from Def. i.
For
that of which the nature (considered
in itself) involves
existence is self-caused, and exists by the sole necessity of
its own nature.
_aroltary.
Hence it follows that God is not only the
cause of th;ngs coming into existence, but also of their
continuing in existence, that is, in scholastic phraseology,
FI.
F
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God is cause of the being of things (e_endi return).
For
whether things exist, or do not exist, whenever we contemplate their essence, we see that it involves neither existence
nor duration ; consequently, it cannot be the cause of either
the one or the other.
God must be the sole cause, inasmuch as to him alone does existence appertain.
(Prop. xiv.
Coroll. i.)
Q.E.D.
P_oP. XXV. God is the ej_cient cause not only of the e_4stence of thi_gs, but also of their essence.
Proof.--If
this be denied, then God is not the cause of
the essence of things ; and therefore the essence of things
can (by A_x. iv.) be conceived without
God. This (by
Prop. xv.) is absurd.
Therefore, God is the cause of the
essence of things.
Q.E.D.
lgote.--This
proposition
follows more clearly from Prop.
_vi. For it is evident thereby that, given the divine nature,
the essence of things must be inferred from it, no less than
their existence--in
a word, God must be called the cause
of all things, in the same sense as he is called the cause of
himself.
This will be made still clearer by the following
corollary.
Corollary.--Individual
things are nothing but modifications of the attributes
of God, or modes by which the
_ottributes of God are expressed in a fixed and definite
manner.
The proof appears from Prop. xv. and Def. v.
PROP. XXVI. A thing which is conditioned to act in a
2articular
manner, has necessarily been thus conditioned by
God ; and that which has not been conditioned by God cannot condition itself to act.
Proof.--That
by which things are said to be conditioned
to act in a particular
manner is necessarily
something
positive (this is obvious) ; therefore both of its essence and
of its existence God by the necessity of his nature is the
efficient cause (Props. xxv. and xvi.); this is our first peint.
Ou- second point is plainly to be inferred therefrom.
For
if a thing, which has not been conditioned by God, could
condition itself, the first part of our proof would be false,
and this, as we have shown, is absurd.
PROP. ]_WVII. A thing, which has been conditioned by God
to act in a particular way, cannot render itself u_conditioned.
Proof.--This
proposition is evident from the third axiom.
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PROP. XX'V]_.
Every individual
thing, or evc_hi_g
which is finite and has a conditioned existence, cannot ezist
or be conditioned to act, unless it be conditionod for ezistence
and action by a cause other than itself, which also is finite,
and has a conditioned
existence ; and likewise this cause
vannot in its turn exist, or be conditioned to act, unless it be
vonditioned for existence and action by another cause, which also
is finite, and has a conditioned ezistence, and so on to infinity.
_Proof. Whatsoever
is conditioned
to exist and act, has
been thus conditioned
by God (by Prop. xxvi. and Prop.
xxiv., Coroll.)
But that which is finite, and has a conditioned existence,
cannot be produced by the absolute nature of any attribute
of God; for whatsoever follows from the absolute nature
of any attribute of God is infinite and eternal (by Prop. xxi.).
It must, therefore,
follow from some attribute
of God,
in so far as the said attribute is considered as in some way
modified ; for substance and modes make up the sum total
of existence (by Ax. i. and Def. iii., v.), while modes axe
merely modifications
of the attributes
of God.
But from
God, or from any of his attributes,
in so far as the latter
is modified by a modification infinite and eternal, a conditioned thing cannot follow.
Wherefore
it must follow
from, or be conditioned
for, existence and action by God
or one of his attributes, in so far as the latter are modified
by some modification which is finite, and has a conditioned
existence.
This is our first point.
Again, this cause or
this modification
(for the reason by which we established
the first part of ttns proof) must in its turn be conditioned
by another cause, which also is finite, and has a conditioned
existence, and, again, this last by another (for the same
reason); and so on (for the same reason) to infinity. Q.E.D.
Note.--As
certaSn things must be produced immediately
by God, namely those things which necessarily follow from
his absolute nature, through the means of these prim_.ry
attributes,
which, nevertheless,
can neither exist nor be
conceived without God, it follows :--1. That God is absolutely the proximate
cause of those things immediately
produced by him.
I say absolutely, not after his kind, as
is usually stated.
For the effects of God cannot either
exist or be conceived without a cause (Prop. xv. and Prop.
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xxiv., Coroll.).
2. That God cannot properly be styled the
remote cause of individual
things, except for the sake of
distinguishing
these from what he immediately
produces,
or rather from what follows from his absolute nature. For,
by a remote cause, we understand
a cause which is in no way
conjoined to the effect.
But all things which are, are in
God, and so, depend on God, that without hbn they can
neither be nor be conceived.
PROP. _UfX
_othing in tl_e universe _ contingent, buS
all things are conditioned to e_ist and operate i_ a :particular
_wmner by the necessity of the divine nature.
Proof.
Whatsoever
is, is in God (Prop. xv.).
But God
cannot be called a thing contingent.
For (by Prop. xi.)
he exists necessarily, and not contingently.
Purther,
the
modes of the divine nature follow therefrom nec_sari]y, and
not contingently (Prop. xvi.) ; and they thus follow, whether
we consider the divine nature absolutely, or whether we
consider it as in any way conditioned to act (Prop. xxvii.).
l_urther,
God is not only the cause of these modes, in
so far as they simply exist (by Prop. xxiv., Coroll.), but
also in so far as they are considered
as conditioned
for
operating
in a particular
manner (Prop. xxvi.).
If they
be not conditioned by God (Prop. xxvi.), it is impossible,
and not contingent, that they should condition themselves;
contrariwise,
if they be conditioned
by God, it is impossible, and not contingent,
that they should render themselves unconditioned.
Wherefore
all things
are conditioned by the necessity of the divine nature, not only to
exist, but also to exist and operate in a particular m_nner,
and there is nothing that is contingent.
Q.E.D.
2Vote.--]_efore going any further, I wish here to expla£u,
what we should understand
by nature viewed as ac_ve
(na_ura naturans),
and nature viewed as passive (natur_
naturata).
I say to explain, or rather call attention
to it,
for I thinlr that, from what has been said, it is sufficiently
clear, that by nature viewed as active we should understand
that which is in itself, and is conceived through itself, or
those attributes
of substance, which express eternal and
_n6n_te essence, in other words (Prop. xiv., Coroll. L, and
Prop. xvii., Coroll. ii.) God, in so far as he is considered a_
free cause.
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By nature viewed as passive I understand all that which
follows from the necessity of the nature of God, or of any
of the attributes of God, that is, all the modes of the attmbutes of God, in so far as they are considered as things
which are in God, and which without God cannot exist or
be conceived.
P_ov. :X-XX. Intellect, in function
(actu) finite, or i1_
run, ion infinite, mus_ comprehend the attributes of God and
the modifications of God, and nothing else.
Proof.--A
true idea must agree with its object (Ax. vi.) ;
in other words (obviously),
that which is contained in the
intellect in representation
must necessarily be granted in
nature.
But in nature (by Prop. xiv., Coroll. i.) there is
no substance
save God, nor any modifications
save those
(Prop. xv.) which are in God, and cannot without God
either be or be conceived. Therefore the intellect, in function
finite, or in function infinite, must comprehend
the attributes of God and the modifications
of God, and nothing
else.
Q.E.D.
P_oP. _'-X-X__ The in2ellect in function, whether finite or
infinite, as will, desire, love, &c., should be referred to Tassive
nature and not to active nature.
_Proof.--By the intellect we do not (obviously) mean absolute thought, but only a certain mode of th]nlvlng, differing from other modes, such as love, desire, &c., and therefore (Def. v.) requiring
to be conceived through
absolute
thought.
It must (by Prop. xv. and Def. vi.), through some
attribute of God which expresses the eternal and infinite
essence of thought,
be so conceived,
that without
such
attribute
it could neither be nor be conceived.
It must
therefore be referred to nature passive rather than to nature active, as must also the other modes of thin]ring.

Q.E.D.

__ote.---I do not here, by spealdng of intellect in function, admit that there is such a thing as intellect in poten*Aality: but, wishing to avoid all confusion, I desire to
speak only of what is most clearly perceived by us, namely,
of the very act of understanding,
than which nothing
is
more clearly perceived.
For we cannot perceive anything
without
adding to our -knowledge of the act of undezstanding.
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_/ PROP. X_Z_XII. Will cannot be calleg a free cause, but only
a necessary cause.
Proof.--Will
is only a particular
mode of thinking, like
intellect ; therefore (by Prop. xxviii.) no volition can exist,
nor be conditioned to act, unless it be conditioned by sonm
cause other than itself, which cause is conditioned
by a
third cause, and so on to infinity.
But if will be supposed
infinite, it must also be conditioned
to exist and act by
God, not by virtue of his being substance
absolutely infinite, but by virtue of his possessiug an attribute
which
expresses the infinite and eternal essence of thought (by
Prop. xxiii.).
Thus, however it be conceived, whether as
finite or infinite, it requires a cause by which it should be
conditioned
to exist and act. Thus (Def. vii.) it cannot be
called a free cause, but only a necessary
or constrained
cause.
Q.E.D.
Coroll. /.--Hence
it follows, first, that God does not act
according to freedom of the will.
Coroll. II.--It
follows, secondly, that will and intellect
stand in the same relation to the nature of God as do
motion, and rest, and absolutely
all natural phenomena,
which must be conditioned
by God (Prop. xxix.) to exist
and at4 in a particular
manner.
For will, like the rest,
stands in need of a cause, by which it is conditioned to
exist and act in a particular
manner.
And although, when
will or intellect be granted, an infinite number of results
may follow, yet God cannot on that account be said to act
from freedom of the will, any more than the infinite number of results from motion and rest would justify us in saying that motion and rest act by free will. Wherefore
will
no more appertains
to God than does anything
else in
nature, but stands in the same relation to him as motion,
rest, and the like, which we have shown to follow from the
necessity of the divine nature, and to be conditioned by it
to exist and act in a particular
manner.
PROP. _f_K_T]-[. Things could not haxe been brought into
being by God in any manner or in any order different from
that which has in fact obtained.
Proof._All
things necessarily follow from the nature of
God (Prop. xvi.), and by the nature of God axe conditioned
to exist and act in a particular way (Prop. nix.).
If things,
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therefore, could have been of a different nature, or have
been conditioned to act in a different way, so that the order
of nature would have been different, God's nature would
also have been able to be different from what it now is ;
and therefore (by Prop. xi.) that different nature also would
have 10erforce existed, and consequently
there would have
been able to be two or more Gods.
This (by Prop. xiv,
Coroll. i.) is absurd.
Therefore things could not have been
brought into being by God in any other manner, &c. Q.E.D.
Note I.Ms
I have thus shown, more clearly than the
sun at noonday, that there is nothing to justify us in calling things contingent, I wish to explain bl_efly what mean.
ing we shall attach to the word contingent ; but I will first
explain the words necessary and impossible.
A thing is called necessary either in respect to its essence
or in respect to its cause ; for the existence of a thing neces.
sarily follows, either from its essence and definition, or from
a given efficient cause.
For similar reasons a thing is said
to be impossible ; namely, inasmuch as its essence or definition involves a contradiction,
or because no external cause
is granted, which is conditioned to produce such an effect ;
but a thing can in no respect be called contingent, save in
relation to the imperfection
of our knowledge.
A thing of which we do not know whether the essence
does or does not involve a contradiction, or of which, know.
ing that it does not involve a contradiction,
we are still in
doubt concerning the existence, because the order of causes
escapes us,--such
a thing, I say, cannot appear to us either
necessary or impossible.
Wherefore
we call it contingent
or possible.
Note//.--It
clearly follows from what we have said, that
things have been brought into being by God in the highest
perfection, inasmuch as they have necessarily followed from
a most perfect nature,
l_or does this prove any imperfection in God, for it has compelled us to affirm his perfection.
From its contrary proposition,
we should clearly gather (as
I have just shown), that God is not supremely perfect, for
if things had been brought into being in any other way, we
should have to assign to God a nature different from that,
which we are bound to attribute to him from the consideration of an absolutely perfect being.
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I do not doubt, that many will scout this idea as absurd,
and will refuse to give their minds up to contemplating
it,
simply because they are aocustomed
to assign to God a
freedom very different from that which we (Def. vii.) have
deduced.
They assign to him, in short, absolute free will.
However, I am also convinced that if such persons reflect
on the matter, and duly weigh in their minds our series of
propositions,
they will reject such freedom
as they now
attribute to God, not only as nugatory, but also as a great
impediment
to organized knowledge.
There is no need for
me to repeat what I said in the note to Prop. xvii. But, for
the sake of my opponents, I will show further, that although
it be granted that will appertains to the essence of God, it
nevertheless
follows from his perfection, that things could
not have been by him created other than they are, or in a
different order ; this is easily proved, if we reflect on what
our opponents themselves concede, namely, that it depends
solely on the decree and will of God, that each thing is what
it is
If it were otherwise, God would not be the cause of
all things.
Further, that all the decrees of God have been
ratified from all eternity by God himself.
If it were otherwise, God would be convicted of imperfection
or change.
But in eternity there is no such thing as when, before, or
after ; hence it follows solely from the perfection of God,
that God never can decree, or never could have decreed
anything
but what is; that God did not exist before his
decrees, and would not exist without them.
But, it is said,
supposing that God had made a different universe, or had
ordained other decrees from all eternity concerning nature
and her order, we could not therefore conclude any imperfection in God.
But persons who say this must admit that
God can change his decrees.
For if God had or_,_ined any
decrees concerning
nature and her order, different
from
those which he has ordained--in
other words, if he had
willed and conceived something different concerning nature
--he would perforce have had a different intellect from that
which he has, and also a different will. But if it were allowable to assign to God a different intellect and a different
will, without any change in his essence or his perfection,
what would there be to prevent him changing the decrees
which he has made concerning created things, and neverthe.
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less remaining perfect ? For his intellect and will concerning
things created and their order are the same, in respect to
his essence and perfection, however they be conceived.
Further,
all the philosophers
whom I have read admit
that God's intellect is entirely actual, and not at all potential; as they also admit that God's intellect,
and God's
will, and God's essence are identical, it follows that, if God
had had a different actual intellect and a different will, his
essence would also have been different ; and thus, as I concluded at first, if things had been brought into being by
God in a different way from that which has obtained, God's
intellect and will, that is (as is admitted) his essence would
perforce have been different, which is absurd.
As these thin_ could not have been brought
into being
by God in any but the actual way and order which has
obtained ; and as the truth of this proposition follows from
the supreme Perfection
of God ; we can have no sound
reason for Persuading
ourselves to believe that GOd did not
wish to create all the things which were in his intellect,
and to create them in the same perfection as he had understood them.
But, it will be said, there is in things no Perfection nor
imperfection;
that which is in them, and which causes
them to be called perfect or imperfect, good or bad, depends solely on the will of God.
If GOd had so willed, he
might have brought it about that what is now perfection
should be extreme imperfection,
and vice versd.
What is
such an assertion, but an open declaration
that God, who
necessarily understands
that which he wishes, might bring
it about by his will, that he should understand
things
differently
from the way in which he does understand
them ? This (as we have just shown) is the height of absurdity.
Wherefore,
I may turn the argument a_o-ainst its
employers, as follows :--All things depend on the power of
God.
In order that things should be. different from what
they are,,God's will would necessarily have to be different.
But God s will cannot be different (as we have just most
clearly demonstrated)
from God's perfection.
Therefore
neither can things be different.
I confess, that the theory
which subjects all things to the will of an indifferent
deity, and asserts that they are all dependent
on his fiat,
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is less far from the truth than the theory of those, who
maintain that God acts in all things with a view of prorooting what is good.
For these latter persons seem to
set up something
beyond God, which does not depend on
God, but which God in acting looks to as an exemplar, or
which he aims at as a definite goal. This is only another
name for subjecting
God to the dominion
of destiny, an
utter absurdity in respect to God, whom we have shown to
be the first and only free cause of the essence of all thln_s
and also of their existence.
I need, therefore,
spend no
time in refuting such wild theories.
PROP. XXXIV.
God's power is identical with his essence.
Proof.--From
the sole necessity of the essence of God it
follows that God is the cause of himself (Prop. xi.) and of
all things (Prop. xvi. and Coroll.).
Wherefore
the power
of God, by which he and all things are and act, is identical
with his essence.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XXXV.
Whatsoever we conceive to be in the _owcr
of God, necessarily e_ists.
Proof.--Whatsoever
is in God's power, must (by the
last Prop.) be comprehended
in his essence in such a
manner, that it necessarily follows therefrom, and therefore
necessarily exists.
Q.E.D.
PRop. _XXVI.
There is no cause from whose nature son_
effect does not follow.
Proof.--VChatsoever
exists
expresses God's nature
or
essence in a given conditioned
manner
(by Prop. xxv.,
Coroll.) ; that is (by Prop. xxxiv.), whatsoever
exists, expresses in a given conditioned
manner God's power, which
is the cause of all things, therefore
an effect must (ty
Prop. xvi.) necessarily follow.
Q.E.D.
APPENDIX.--In the foregoing I have explained the nature
and properties of God.
I have shown that he necessarily
exists, that he is one : that he is, and acts solely by the
necessity of his own nature;
that he is the free cause of
all things, and how he is so ; that all things are in God,
and so depend on him, that without him they could neither
exist nor be conceived;
lastly, that all things are predetermined
by God, not through his free will or absolute
fiat, but from the very nature of God or infinite power.
I
/
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have further, where occasion o_ered, taken _re to ren_ove
the prejudices, which might impede the comprehension
of
my demonstrations.
Yet there still remain misconceptions
not a few, which might and may prove very grave hindrances to the understanding
of the concatenation
of
things, as I have explained it above.
I have therefore
thought it worth while to bring these misconceptions
before
the bar of reason.
All such opinions spring from the notion commonly en.
¢ertained, that all things in nature act as men themselves
act, namely, with an end in view. It is accepted as certain,
that God himself directs all things to a definite goal (for it
is said that God made all things for man, and man that he
might worship
him).
I will, therefore,
consider this
opinion, asking first, why it obtains
general
credence,
and why all men axe naturally
so prone to adopt it ?
secondly, I will point out its falsity; and, lastly, I will show
how it has given rise to prejudices
about good and bad,
right and wrong, praise and blame, order and confusion,
beauty and ugliness, and the like.
However, this is not
the place to deduce these misconceptions
from the nature of
the human mind: it will be sufficient here, if I assume as a
starting
point, what ought to be universally
admitted,
namely, that all men are born ignorant
of the causes of
things, that all have the desire to seek for what is useful
to them, and that they are conscious of such desire. Herefrom it follows, first, that men think themselves
free
inasmuch as they are conscious of their volitions and desires, and never even dream, in their ignorance,
of the
causes which have disposed
them so to wish and desire.
Secondly, that men do all things for an end, namely, for
that which is useful to them, and which they seek.
Thus
it comes to pass that they only look for a knowledge of the
final causes of events, and when these are learned, they are
content, as having no cause for further
doubt.
If "they
cannot learn such causes from external sources, they are
compelled to turn to considering
themselves, and reflecting
what end wouldhaveinduced
them personally to bring about
the given event, and thus they necessarily
judge other
natures by their own.
Further, as they find in themselves
and outside themselves
many means which assist them not
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a little in their search for what is useful, for instance, eyes
for seeing, teeth for chewing, herbs and aulr, ats for yielding
food, the sun for giving light, the sea for breeding fish, &c.,
they come to look on the whole of nature as a means for
obtaining such conveniences.
Now as they are aware, that
they folmd these conveniences
and did not make them,
they think they have cause for believing, that some other
being has made them for their use. As they took upon
things as means, they cannot believe them %obe self-created;
but, judging from the means which they are accustomed
to prepare for themselves,
they are bound to believe in
some ruler or rulers of the universe endowed with human
freedom, who have arranged and adapted everything for
human use. They are bound to estimate the nature of
such rulers (having no information on the subject) in accordance with their own nature, and therefore they assert
that the gods ordained everything for the use of man, in
order to bind man to themselves and obtain from him the
highest
honour.
Hence also it follows, that everyone
thought out for himself, according to his abilities, a diffe.
rent way ofworshipping God, so that God might love him
more than his fellows, and direct the whole course of
nature for the satisfaction
of his blind cupidity and in.
satiable avarice.
Thus the prejudice developed into superstition, and took deep root in the hllman mind ; and for this
reason everyone strove most zealously to understand
and
explain the final causes of th_ngs; but in their endeavour
%0 show that nature does nothing in vain, i.e., nothing
which is useless to man, they only seem to have demonstrafed that nature, the gods, and men are all mad together.
Consider, I pray you, the result : among the many helps of
nature they were bound to find some hindrances, such as
storms, earthquakes,
diseases, &c. : so they declared that
such things happen, because the gods are angry at some
wrong done them by men, or at some fault committed in
their worship. Experience day by day protested and showed
by infinite examples, that good and evil fortunes fall to
the lot of pious and impious alike; still they would not
abandon their inveterate
prejudice, for it was more easy.
for them to class such contradictions among other unknown
things of whose use they were ignorant, and thus to retain
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their actnal and innate condition of ignorance, than to destroy the whole fabric of their reasoning and stal_ afresh.
They therefore laid down as an axiom, that God's judgments far transcend
human understanding.
Such a doctrine might well have sufficed to conceal the truth from the
human race for all eternity, if mathematics
had not furnished another standard of verity in considering solely the
essence and properties
of figures without regard to their
final causes.
There are other reasons (which I need not
mention here) besides
mathematics,
which might
have
caused men's minds to be directed to these general prejudices, and have led them to the knowledge of the truth.
I have now sufficiently explained my first point.
There
is no need to show at length, that nature has no particular
goal in view, and that final causes are mere human figments.
This, I think, is already evident enough, both from the causes
and foundations
on which I have shown such prejudice to
be based, and also from Prop. xvi., and the Corollary of
Prop. xxxii., and, in fact, all those propositions in which I
have shown, that everything in nature proceeds from a sort
of necessity, and with the utmost perfection.
However, I
will add a few reraR_rks, in order to overthrow this doctrine
of a final cause utterly.
That which is really a cause it
considers as an effect, and vice vers_: it makes that which
is by nature first to be last, and that which is highest and
most perfect to be most imperfect.
Passing over the questions of cause and priority as self-evidEnt, it is plain from
.Props. xxi., xxii., xxiii, that that effect is most perfect which
is produced immediately
by God ; the effect which requires
for its production
several intermediate
causes is, in that
respect, more imperfect.
But if those things which were
made immediately
by God were made to enable him to
attain his end, then the things which come after, for the
sake of which the first were made, are necessarily the most
excellent of all.
Further,
this doctrine does away with the perfection
of
God: for, if God acts for an object, he necessarily desires
something
which he lacks.
Certainly,
theologians
and
metaphysicians
draw a distinction
between the object of
want and the object of assimilation ; still they confess that
God made all things for the sake of himself, not for the
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sake of creation.
They are unable to point to anything
prior to creation, except God himself, as an object for which
God should act, and are therefore driven to admit (as they
clearly must), that God lacked those things for whose
attainment
he created means, and further that he desired
them.
We must not omit to notice that the followers of this
doctrine, anxious to display their talent in assigning final
causes, have imported a new method of argument in proof
of their theory--namely,
a reduction, not to the impossible,
but to ignorance;
thus showing that they have no other
method of exhibiting
their doctrine.
For example, if a
stone falls from a roof on to someone's head, and kills him,
they will demonstrate
by their new method, that the stone
fell in order to kill the man ; for, if it had not by God's
_-ill fallen with that object, how could so many circum.
stances (and there are often many concurrent
circumstances) have all happened
together by chance ? Perhaps
you will answer that the event is due to the facts that the
_vind was blowing, and the man was walking that way.
"' But why," they will insist, "was the wind blowing, and
why was the man at that very time walking that way ?" If
you again answer, that the wind had then sprung up because the sea had begun to be agitated the day before, the
_veather being previously calm, and that the man had been
invited by a friend, they will again insist : "But why was
the sea agitated, and w_hy was the man invited at that
time ?" So they will pursue their questions from cause to
cause, till at last you take refuge in the will o,_ God--in
other words, the sanctuary of ignorance.
So, again, when
they survey the frame of the human body, they are amazed;
and being ignorant of the causes of so great a work of art,
conclude that it has been fashioned, not mechanically,
but
by divine and supernatural
skill, and has been so put
together that one part shall not hurt another.
Hence anyone who seeks for the t-rue causes of miracles,
and strives to understand
natural phenomena as an intelligent being, and not to gaze at them llke a fool, is set down
and denounced
as an impious heretic by those, whom the
masses adore as the interpreters
of nature and the gods.
_uch persons know that, with the removal of ignorance, the
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wonder which forms their only available means for proving
and preserving their authority would vanish also.
But I
now quit this subject, and pass on to my third point.
After men persuaded themselves, that everything
which
is created is created for their sake, they were bound to consider as the chief quality in everything that Which is most
useful to themselves,
and to account those things the best
of all which have the most beneficial effect on mankind.
Further,
they were bound to form abstract notions for the
explanation of the nature of things, such as goodness, badness, order, confusion, warmth, cold, beauty, deformity, and
so on ; and from the belief that they are free agents arose
the further notions praise and bhtme, s/n and mer/t.
I will speak of these latter hereafter, when I treat of
human nature ; the former I will briefly explain here.
Everything which conduces to health and the worship of
God they have called good, everything which hinders these
objects they have styled bad; and inasmuch as those who
do not understand
the nature of things do not verify phenomena in any way, but merely imagine them after a
fashion, and mistake their imagination
for understanding,
such persons firmly believe that there is an order in things,
being really ignorant both of things and their own nature.
_Vhen phenomena
are of such a kind, that the impression
they make on our senses requires
little effort of imagination, and can consequently
be easily remembered,
we say
that they are well-ordered ; if the contrary, that they are
ill-ordered or confused,
l_urther, as things which are easily
ima_c_ined are more pleasing to us, men prefer order to con.
fusion--as
though there were any order in nature, except in
relation to our imagination--and
say that God has created
all things in order ; thus, without knowing it, attributing
imagination to God, unless, indeed, they would have it that
God foresaw human imagination,
and arranged everything,
so that it should be most easily imagined.
If this be their
theory, they would not, l_erhaps, be daunted
by the fact
that we find an infinite number of phenomena, far surpassing our imagination, and very many others which confound
its weakness.
But enough has been said on this subject.
The other abstract
notions are nothing
but modes of
_ma_ning, in which the imagination is differently affecteA.
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though they are considered by the ignorant as the chief
attributes of things, inasmuch as they believe that everything was created for the sake of themselves ; and, according as they are affected by it, style it good or bad, healthy
or rotten and corrupt. For instance, if the motion which
objects we see communicate to our nerves be conducive to
health, the objects causing it are styled beautiful; if a
contrary motion be excited, they are styled ugly.
Things which are perceived through our sense of smell
are styled fragrant or fetid ; if through our taste, sweet or
bitter, full-flavoured or insipid ; if through our touch, hard
or soft, rough or smooth, &c.
Whatsoever affects our ears is said to give rise to noise,
sound, or harmony. In this last case, there are men lunatic
enough to believe, that even God himself takes pleasure in
harmony ; and philosophers are not lacking who have persuaded themselves, that the motion of the heavenly bodies
gives rise to harmony--all of which instances sufficiently
show that everyone judges of things according to the state
of his brain, or rather mistakes for things the forms of his
imagination. We need no longer wonder that there have
arisen all the controversies we have witnessed, and finally
scepticism : for, although human bodies in many respects
agree, yet in very many others they differ ; so that what
seems good to one seems bad to _nother ; what seems well
ordered to one seems confused to another; what is pleasing
to one displeases another, and so on. I need not further
enumerate, because this is not the place to treat the subject
at length, and also because the fact is sufficiently well
known. It is commonly said: " So many men, so many
minds ; everyone is wise in his own way ; brains differ as
completely as palates." All of which proverbs show, that
men judge of things according to their mental disposition,
and rather imagine than understand : for, if they understood
phenomena, they would, as mathematics attest, be convinced,
if not attracted, by what I have urged.
We have now perceived, that all the explanations commonly given of nature are mere modes of imagining, and
do not indicate the true nature of any_.h_ng, but only the
constitution of the imagination; and, although they have
names, as though they were entities, existing externally to
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the imagination, I call them entities imaginary rather than
real; and, therefore, all arguments against us drawn from
such abstractions are easily rebutted.
Many argue in this way.
If all t_ings follow from a
necessity of the absolutely perfect nature of God, why are
there so many imperfections in nature ? such, for instance,
as things corrupt to the point of putridity, loathsome deformity, confusion, evil, sin, &c. But these reasoners are,
_s I have said, easily confuted, for the perfection of things
is to be reckoned only from their own nature and power;
tbln_
are not more or less perfect, according as they delight or offend human senses, or according as they are
serviceable or repugnant to ma.nldud.
To those who ask
why God did not so create all men, that they should be
governed only by reason, I give no answer but this : because
matter was not lac]fing to him for the creation of every degree of perfection from highest to lowest ; or, more striatly,
because the laws of his nature are so vast, as to suffice for
the production of everything conceivable by an in_nlte in.
tel]Jgence, as I have shown in Prop. xvi.
Such are the misconceptions I have undertaken to note ;
if there are any more of the same sort, everyone may easily
dissipate them for himself with the aid of a little reflectiom

II.
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I NOW
pass follow
on to from
exp]a{n{n_
the results,
necessarily
the essence
of God,which
or ofmust
the
eternal and infinite being; not, indeed, all of them (for we
proved in Part. i., Prop. xvi., that an _ntin_te number must
follow in an in_n_te number of ways), but only those which
are able to lead us, as it were by the hand, to the knowledge of the human mind and its highest blessedness.
D_INITIO_S.
I. By b_y I mean a mode which expresses in a certain
determinate manner the essence of God, in so far as he is
considered as an extended thing.
(See 1_. i., Prop. xxv.
Coroll.)
]-[. I consider as belonging to the essence of a thing that,
;hich being given, the thing is necessarily given also, and,
which being removed, the thing is necessarily removed also ;
in other words, that without which the thing, and which
itself without the thing, can neither be nor be conceived
III. By idea, I mean the mental conception which ,_
formed by the mind as a thinking thing.
Ex/0/anat/on.--I
say conception rather than perception,
because the word perception seems to imply that the mind
is passive in respect to the object; whereas conception
seems to express an activity of the m_d.
IV. By an adequate/dea,
I mean an idea which, in so far
as it is considered in itself, without relation to the object,
has aU the properties
or intrinsic marks of a true idea.
E_planation.--I
say intrinsic, in order to exclude that
mark which is extrinsic, namely, the agreement between the
idea and its object (/dea_um).
V. Duration is the indefinite continuance of existing.
gxplanatiou.--I
say indefiniJe, becouse it cannot be deter3
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mined through the existence itself of the existing thing, or
by its efficient cause, which necessarily gives the existence
of the thing, but does not take it away.
VI. l_eality and l_'fection
I use as synonymous terms.
¥II. By 2articular things, I mean things which are finite
and t_ve a conditioned existence ; but if several individual
things concur in one action, so as to be all simultaneously
the effect of one cause, I consider them all, so far, as one
par_icl_lar th_ng.
Axioms.
I. The essence of man does not _nvolve necessary existence, that is, it may, in the order of nature, come to pass
that this or that man does or does not exist.
1-[. Man thinks.
TIT. Modes of thinking, such as love, desire, or any other
of the passions, do not take place, unless there be in the
same individual
an idea of the thing loved, desired, &c.
But the idea can exist without the presence of any other
mode of thinking.
IV. We perceive that a certain body is affected in many
ways.
V. We feel and perceive no particular things, save bodies
and modes of thought.
N.B. The Tostulates are giv_
after the conclusion of
Prop.
l_oPosrrIo_s,
x
PROP. L Thought is an attr_ute of Go& or God _ a t_inI_ing thi_.
:
Proof.--Particular
thoughts, or this or that thought, are
modes which, in a certain conditioned
manner, express the
: nature of God (Pt. i., Prop. xxv., Coroll.).
God therefore
: possesses the attribute (Pt. i., Def. v.) of which the concept
is involved in all particular thoughts, which latter are cenceived thereby.
Thought, therefore, is one of the infinite
attributes of God, which express God's eternal and infinite
- essence (Pt. i., Def. vi.).
In other words, God is a thinking

thug. O_.D.

:"

Note._This
proposition is also evident from the fact, that
we are able to conceive an infinite thinldng being,
For, in
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proportion
as a tt_nlrlng being is conceived as thinking
more thoughts, so is it conceived as containing more reality
or perfection.
Therefore a being, which can think an in°
finite number of things in an infinite number of ways, is,
necessarily, in respect of thinking, infinite.
As, therefore,
from the consideration
of thought alone we conceive an infinite being, thought is necessarily (Ft. i., Deft. iv. and vi.)
one of the _nflnlte attributes
of God, as we w_re desirous

of showing.
PROP. II. E_ension
@ an attribute of God, or God _s am
eartended thin 9.
Proof.--The
proof of this proposition
is similar to that
of the last.
P_oP. IlI. J[n _-od there _s necessarily the idea not only of
his essence, but also of all things which necessarily follow
]'ram his essence.
Proof.--God
(by the first Prop. of this Part) can think
an infinite number
of things in infinite ways, or (what is
the same thing, by Prop. xvi., Part i.) can form the idea of
his essence, and of all things which necessarily follow therefrom.
Now all that is in the power of God necessarily is.
(Pt. i, Prop. xxxv.) Therefore, such an idea as we are considering necessarily is, and in God alone. Q.E.D.
(Part i.,

Prop. xv.)
2¢ote.--The
multitude
understand by the power of God
the free will of God, and the right over all things that.
exist, which latter are accordingly generally considered as
contingent.
For it is said that God has the power to destroy all things, and to reduce them to nothing.
Further,
the power of God is very often likened to the power of
ldngs. But this doctrine we have refuted (Pt. i., Prop. _rr_ii.,

Corolls. i. and ii.), and we have shown (Part i., Prop. xv_)
that God acts by the same necessity, as that by which he
understands
himself;
in ether words, as it follows from
the necessity of the divine nature (as all admit), that God
understands
himself, so also does it follow by the same
necessity, that God Performs infinite acts in infiuite ways.
We further showed (Part i., Prop. _v.),
that God's power
is identical with God's essence in action; therefore it is as
impossible for us to conceive God as not acting, as to con.
ceive l_im as non-existent.
If we might pursue the subject

-:

OF

THE

NATURE

AND

ORIGIN

OF

THE

MIND.

8_

further, I could point out, that the power which is commonly attributed
to God is not only hnmsn (as showing
that God is conceived by the multitude as a man, or in the
likeness of a man), but involves a negation of power. However, I am unwilling to go over the same ground so often.
I would only beg the reader again and again, to turn over
frequently in his mind what I have said in Part i. from
Prop. xvi. to the end. No one will be able to follow my
meaning, unless he is scrupulously careful not to confouncl
the power of God with the human power and right of
kings.
PROP. r_ r. The idea of God, from which an infinite num.
bet of things follow in infinite ways, can only be one.
Iaroof.--lnfinite
inteUect comprehends
nothing save the
attributes of God and his modifications (Part i., Prop. r_x.).
Now God is one (Part i., Prop. xiv., Coroll.). Therefore the
idea of God, wherefrom an infinite number of things follow
in infinite ways, can only be one.
Q.E.D.
PROP. V. The actual being of ideas owns God as its cause,
on_ in so far as he is considered as a thinking thing, not in
so far as he is unfolded in any other attribute ; that is, the
ideas both of the attributes of God and of particular things do
not own as their e_cierd cause their objects (ideata) or the
things Tereeived, but God himself in so far as he i_ a thinking
thing.
Proof.--This
proposition is evident from Prop. iii. of this
Part. We there drew the conclusion, that God can form the
idea of his essence, and of all things which follow necessarily therefrom,
solely because he is a thinking thing, and
not because he is the object of his own idea.
Wherefore
the actual being of ideas owns for cause GOd, in so far as
he is a thinking thing.
It may be differently proved as
follows: the actual being of ideas is (obviously) a mode of
thought, that is (Part i., Prop. xxv., Corolh) a mode which
expresses in a certain manner the nature of God, in so far
as he is a thinking thing, and therefore (Part i., Prop. x.)
involves the conception of no other attribute of God, and
consequently
(by Part i., Ax. iv.) is not the effect of any
attribute
save thought.
Therefore
the actual being of
ideas owns God as its cause, in so far as he is considered as
a thinking thing, &c. Q.E.D.
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P_oP. VI. The modes of any given attnTntte are caused by
God, if* 80 far as he is considered through the attribute _f
which they are modes, an_ not iu so far as he is considered
through any other attribute.
Proof.--Each
attribute is conceived through itself, without any other (Part i., Prop. x.) ; wherefore the modes of
each attribute involve the conception of that attribute, but
not of any other.
Thus (Part i., Ax. iv.) they are caused
by God, only in so far as he is considered
through the
attribute whose modes they are, and not in so far as he is
considered through any other.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--Hence
the actual being of things, which axe
not modes of thought,
does not follow from the di_ine
nature, because that nature has prior knowledge of the
things. Things represented
in ideas follow, and are derived
from their particular
attribute, in the same manner, and
with the same necessity as ideas follow (according to what
we have shown) from the attribute of thought.
PEoP. VII. The order and connectio_ of ideas is the sa_
as the order and connection of things.
Proof._This
proposition
is evident from Part i., Ax, iv.
For the idea of everything
that is caused depends on a
knowledge of the cause, whereof it is an effect.
Corollary.--ttence
God's power of thinking is equal to
his realized power of action--that
is, whatsoever
follows
from the int_nlte nature of God in the world of extension
(formaliter),
follows without exception in the same order
and connection from the idea of God in the world of thought
(objective).
__ote. Before going any further, ][wish to recall to mind
what has been pointed out above---namely,
that whatsoever
can be perceived by the infinite intellect as constituting the
essence of substance, belongs altogether only to one substance:
consequently,
substance
thinking and substance
extended are one and the same substance, comprehendexl
now through
one attribute,
now through the other.
So,
also, a mode of extension and the idea of that mode are one
and the same thing, though expressed in two ways.
This
truth seems to have been aimly recognized by those Jews who
maintained that God, God's intellect, and the things under_tood by God are identical
For instance, a circle existing
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in nature, and the idea of a circle existing, which is also in
God, are one and the same thing displayed through
/hfferent attributes.
Thus, whether we conceive nature under
the attribute of extension, or under the attribute of thought,
or under any other attribute, we shall find the same order,
or one and the same chain of causes--that
is, the same
t.hlngs following in either case.
I said that God is the cause of an idea--for
instance, of
the idea of a circle,--in
so far as he is a thinl_ng thing ;
and of a circle, in so far as he is an extended thing, simply
because the actual being of the idea of a circle can only be
perceived as a proximate cause through another mode of
tblnl_ng, and that again through
another, and so on to
infinity ; so that, so long as we consider things as modes of
thinking, we must explain the order of the whole of nature,
or the whole chain of causes, through
the attribute
of
thought
only.
And, in so far as we consider things as
modes of extension, we must explain the order of the whole
of nature through the attribute of extension only ; and so
on, in the case of other attributes.
Wherefore
of things
as they are in themselves God is really the cause, inasmuch
as he consists of infinite attributes.
I cannot for the present
exlg]_.in my meaning more clearly.
PROP. VIII. The ideas of particular things, or of modes, that
do not exist, must be comprehended in the infinite idea of God,
in the same way as the formal essences of particular things or
modes are contained in the attributes of God.
2roof.--This
proposition
is evident from the last ; it is
understood more clearly from the preceding note.
Corollary.--Hence,
so long as particular
things do not
exist, except in so far as they are comprehended
in the
attributes of God, their representations
in thought or ideas
do not exist, except in so fax as the infinite idea of God
exists; and when particular
things are said to exist, not
only in so far as they are involved in the attributes
of God,
but also in so far as they are said to continue, their ideas
will also involve existence, through which they are said to
continue.
17etc.--If anyone desires an example to throw more light
on this question, I shall, I fear, not be able to give him any,
which adequately explain_ the thing of which I here speai_,
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inasmuch
as it is unique;
however, I will endeavour to
illustrate it as far as possible.
The nature of a circle is
such that if any number of straight lines intersect within
it, the rectangles formed by their segments will be equal to
one another; thus, infinite equal rectangles are contained
in a circle.
Yet none of these rectangles can be said to
exist, except in so far as the circle exists ; nor can the idea
of any of these rectangles be said to exist, except in so far as
they are comprehended in the idea of the circle.
Let us
grant that, from this infinite number of rectangles, two only
exist.
The ideas of these two not only exist, in so far as
they are contained in the idea of the circle, but also as they
involve the existence of those rectangles ; wherefore they are
distinguished
from the remaining ideas of the remaining
rectangles.
PI_OP. ]_. The _dea of an individual
thing actuaZly ea_.
ing is caused by God, not in so far as he is infinite, but in so
far as he is considered as affected by another idea of a thing
actually e_ting,
of which he is the cause, in so far as he is
affected by a third idea, and so o_ to infinity.
Proof._The
idea of an individual thing actually existing
is an individual
mode of thinldng,
and is distinct from
other modes (by the Corollary and Note to Prop. viii. of
this part) ; thus (by Prop. vi. of this part) it is caused by
God, in so far only as he is a thln_ng
thing.
But not (by
Prop. xxviii, of Part i.) in so far as he is a thing thinl_ng
absolutely, only in so far as he is considered as affected by
another mode of thinking;
and he is the cause of this latter,
as being affected by a third, and so on to infinity.
Now,
the order and connection of ideas is (by Prop. vii. of this
book) the same as the order and connection of causes.
Therefore
of a given individual
idea another individual
idea, or God, in so far as he is considered as modified by
that idea, is the cause ; and of this second idea God is the
cause, in so far as he is affected by another idea, and so on
to infinity.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--Whatsoever
takes place in the individual
object of any idea, the knowledge thereof is in God, in so
far only as he has the idea of the object.
Proof.--Whatsoever
takes place in the object of any idea,
its idea is in God (by Prop. iii. of this part), not in so far
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as he is infinite, but in so far as he is considerd
as
affected by another idea of an individual
thing (by the
last Prop.) ; but (by Prop. vii. of this part) the order and
connection of ideas is the same as the order and connection
of things.
The knowledge, therefore, of that which takes
place in any individual object will be in God, in so far only
as he has the idea of that object.
Q.E.D.
PROP. X. The being of substance does not apTertain to the
essence of man--in
other wards, substance does not constitute
the actual being _ of man.
Proofl--The
being of substance involves necessary existence (Part i., Prop. vii.). If, therefore, the being of substance appertains
to the essence of man, substance being
granted, man would necessarily be granted also (IL Def. ii.),
and, consequently, man would necessarily exist, which is
absurd (_. Ax. i.). Therefore, &c. Q.E.D.
lfote.--This
proposition may also be proved from I. v.,
in which it is shown that there cannot be two substances
of the same nature ; for as there may be rn_ny men, the
being of substance is not that which constitutes the actual
being of man.
Again, the proposition is evident from the
other properties of substance--namely,
that substance is in
its nature infinite, immutable, indivisible, &e., as anyone
may see for h_msetf.
Corollary.--Hence
it follows, that the essence of man is
constituted
by certain modifications
of the attributes
of
God. For (by the last Prop.) the being of substance does
not belong to the essence of man.
That essence therefore
(by i. 15) is something which is in God, and which without
God can neither be nor be conceived, whether it be a moditlcation (i. 25 Coroll.), or a mode which expresses God's
nature in a cerf_in conditioned manner.
_ote.---Everyone
must surely admit, that nothing can be
or be conceived without God.
All men agree that God is
the one and only cause of all things, both of their essence and
of their existence ; that is, God is not only the cause of
things in respect to their being made (secundumfieri),
but
also in respect to their being (secundum esse).
At the same time many assert, that that, without which a
thing cannot be nor be conceived, belongs to the essence of
that thing; wherefore they believe that either the nature
I _ Forma. '_
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of God appertains to the essence of created things, or else
that created things can be or be conceived without God ; or
else, as is more probably the ease, they hold inconsistent
doctrines.
I thiner the cause for such confusion is mainly,
that they do not keep to the proper order of philosophic
thinking.
The nature of God, which sholfld be reflected
on first, inasmuch as it is prior both in the order of l_owledgo
and the order of nature, they have tal_en to be last in the
order of knowledge, and have put into the first place what
they call the objects of sensation ; hence, while they are considering natural phenomena, they give no attention
at all
to the divine nature, and, when afterwards
they apply
their mind to the study of the divine nature, they are quite
unable to bear in mind the first hypotheses,
with which
they have overlaid the knowledge of natural phenomena,
inasmuch as such hypotheses
are no help towards understanding the Divine nature. So that it is hardly to be wondered at, that these persons contradict themselves freely.
However, I pass over this point. My intention here was
only to give a reason for not saying, that that, without
which a thing cannot be or be conceived, belongs to the
essence of that thing: individual
things cannot be or be
conceived without
God, yet God does not appertain to
their essence.
I said that "I considered as belonging to
the essence of a thing that, which being given, the thing is
necessarit) given also, and which being removed, the fhing
is necessarily
removed
also; or that without which the
thing, and which itself without the thing can neither be
nor be conceived."
(]1. Def. ii.)
P_oP. XI. The first elemer_t, which constitutes the actual
being of the human mind, @ the idea of some2a_tic_lar
thing
actually emisting.
Proof.--The
essence of man (by the Coroll. of the last
Prop.) is constituted
by certain modes of the attributes
of
God, namely (by IL Ax. ii.), by the modes of thinking, of
all which (by ]1. Ax. iii.) the idea is prior in nature, and,
when the idea is given, the other modes (namely, those of
which the idea is prior in nature) must be in the same in.
dividual (by the same A_iom).
Therefore an idea is the
first element constituting
the human mind.
But not the
idea of a nou-existent
thing, for then (]I. viii. 0oroll.)
the
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idea itself cannot be said to exist; it must therefore be the
idea of something actually existing.
But not of an infinite
thing.
For an in_inite thing (I. xxi., xxii.), must always
necessarily exist ; this would (by II. Ax. i.) involve an ab.
surditv.
Therefore the first element, which constitutes
the
act_l'being
of the human mind, is the idea of something
actually existing.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--Hence
it follows, that the human mind is part
of the _n_nJte intellect of God ; thus when we say, that the
human mind perceives this or that, we make the assertion,
that God has this or that idea, not in so far as he is infinite,
but in so far as he is displayed through
the nature of the
human mind, or in so far as he constitutes
the essence of
the human mind; and when we say that God has this or that
idea, not only in so far as he constitutes
the essence of the
human mind, but also in so far as he, simultaneously
with
the human mind, has the further
idea of another thing,
we assert that the human mind perceives a thing in part or
inadequately.
2gote.--ttere,
I doubt not, readers will come to a stand,
and will call to mind many things which will cause them
to hesitate; I therefore beg them to accompany me slowly,
step by step, and not to pronounce on my statements,
till
they have read to the end.
PROP. X]'[_Whatsoever comes to _ass in the object of the
idea, which constitutes the hnman mind, must be perceived by
the human znind, or there will necessarily be an idea in the
human mind of the said occurrence.
That is, if the object oJ
the _
constituting the human qnind be a body, nothing can
take place in that body without being perceived by the _ind.
Proof.--Whatsoever
comes to pass in the object of any
idea, the knowledge thereof
is necessarily
in God (II. ix.
Coroll.), in so far as he is considered
as affected by the
idea of the said object, that is (]I xi.), in so far as he constitutes the mind of anything.
Therefore, whatsoever
takes
place in the object constituting
the idea of the human
mind, the knowledge thereof is necessarily in God, in so far
as he constitutes
the nature of the hnm,.n mind; that is
(by 1I. xi. Coroll.) the knowledge
of the said taring will
ne._ssarily be in the mind, in other words the mind per.
cetves it.
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Note.--This
proposition
is also evident, ancl is more
clearly to be understood from IL vii., which see.
PROP. _TH. The object of the idea co_titutin_j the hu_tan
•nind is the body, in other words a certain _node of eztznsion
which actually exists, and nothi_ else.
Proof.--_
indeed the body were not the object of the
human mind, the ideas of the modifications
of the body
would not be in God (II. ix. Coroll.) in virtue of his constituting
our mind, but in virtue of his constituting
the
mind of something else ; that is (II. xi. Coroll.) the ideas of
the modifications of the body would not be in our mind: now
(by II. Ax. iv.) we do possess the ideas of the modifications of
the body.
Therefore
the object of the idea constituting
the human mind is the body. and the body as it actually
exists (II. xi.).
Further,
if there were any other object of
the idea constituting
the mind besides body, then, as
nothing can exist from which some effect does not follow
(I. xxxvi.) there would necessarily have to be in our mind
an idea, which would be the effect of that other object (IL
xi.) ; but (II. Ax. v.) there is no such idea_ Wherefore the
object of our mind is the body as it exists, snd nothing
else.
Q.E.D.
Note.--We
thus comprehend,
not only that the human
mind is united to the body, but also the nature of the
union between mind and body.
However, no one will be
able to grasp this adequately or distinctly, unless he first
has adequate knowledge of the nature of our body.
The
propositions we have advanced hitherto have been entirely
general, applying not more to men than to other individual things, all of which, though in different degrees, are
animated. _ For of everything
there is necessarily an idea
in GOd, of which God is the cause, in the same way as
there is an idea of the human body; thus whatever
we
have asserted of the idea of the human body must necessarily also be asserted of the idea of everything
else. Still,
on the other hand, we cannot deny that ideas, like objects,
differ one from the other, one being more excellent than
another and cont_.inlng more reality, just as the object of
one idea is more excellent than the object of another idea,
and contains more reality.
Wherefore, in order to determine, wherein the human
t u A_iTnafa."
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m_nd differs from other things, and wherein it surpasses
them, it is necessary for us to know the nature of its object,
that is, of the human body.
What this nature is, I am not
able here to explain, nor is it necessary for the proof of
what I advance, that I should do so. I will only say generally, that in proportion
as any given body is more fitted
than others for doing many actions or receiving many impressions at once, so also is the mind, of which it is the object, more fitted than others for forming many simultaneous
perceptions;
and the more the actions of one body depend
on itself alone, and the fewer other bodies concur with it
in action, the more fitted is the mind of which it is the
object for distinct comprehension.
We may thus recognize
the superiority
of one mind over others, and may further
see the cause, why we have only a very confused knowledge
of our body, and also many lrindred questions, which I will,
in the following propositions,
deduce from what has been
advanced.
Wherefore I have thought it worth while to exp],,_n and prove more strictly my present statements.
In
order to do so, I must premise a few propositions
concerning the nature of bodies.
Axiom, I. All bodies are either in motion or at rest.
Axiom II. Every body is moved sometimes more slowly,
sometimes more quickly.
LE_
I. ,Bodies are distinguished from one another i_ re.
r2ect of _notion and _,
_uickness and slowness, and not in
respect of substance.
Proof.--The
first part of this proposition
is, I take it_
self-evident.
That bodies are not distinoo'aished in respect
of substance, is pl,.in both from I. v. and L viii. It is
brought out still more clearly from I. xv., note.
LE_M__ ]:L All bodies agree in certain respects.
Proof.--All
bodies agree in the fact, that they involve the
conception of one and the same attribute
(II., Def. i.).
Further, in the fact that they may be moved less or more
quickly, and may be absolutely in motion or at rest.
LEM_
]:IX. A body in motion or at rest must be deter.
_inod to ,notion or res_ by another body, which other body has
bee_ determined to motion or rest by a third body, and that
third again by a fourth, and so an to infinity.
Proof.--Bodies
are individual things (II., Def. i.), which
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(I_mma I.) are distinguished
one from the other in respect
to motion and rest ; thus (I. xxviiJ.) each must necessarily
be determined to motion or rest by another individual
thing, namely (II. vi.), by another body, which other body
is also (Ax. i.) in motion or at rest. And this body again
can only have been set in motion or caused to rest by being
determined
by a third body to motion or rest_ This third
body again by a fourth, and so on to in_inity.
Q.E.D.
Coro//ary.--Hence
it follows, that a body in motion keeps
in motion, until it is determined
to a state of rest by some
other body ; and a body at rest remains so, until it is determined to a state of motion by some other body.
This is
indeed self-evident.
For when I suppose, for instance,
that a given body, 4, is at rest, and do not take into consideration other bodies in motion, I cannot affirm anything
concerning the body 4, except that it is at rest.
If it afterwards comes to pass that A is in motion, this cannot have
resulted from its having been at rest, for no other consequence could have been involved than its remaining at rest.
If, on the other hand, x be given in motion, we shall, so
long as we only consider A, be unable to affirm anything
concerning
it, except that it is in motion.
If A is subsequently found to be at rest, this rest cannot be the result
of x's previous motion, for such motion can only have led
to continued motion ; the state of rest therefore must have
resulted from something, which was not in 4, namely, from
an external cause determining
A to a state of rest.
A_n/.--All
modes, wherein one body is affected by
another body, follow simultaneously
from the nature of the
body affected and the body affecting ; so that one and the
same body may be moved in different modes, according to
the difference in the nature of the bodies moving it ; on the
_>ther hand, different
bodies may be moved in different
modes by one and the same body.
A_do_ II.--When
a body in motion impinges on another
body at rest, which it is unable to move, it recoils, in order
_o continue its motion, and the angle made by the line of
motion in the recoil and the plane of the body at rest,
whereon the moving body has impinged, will be equal to
the angle formed by the line of motion of incidence and
the same plane,
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So far we have been Sl_._ng
only of the most simple
bodies, which are only distinguished
one from the other by
motion and rest, quickness and slowness.
We now pass on
to compound bodies.
Defiuition.--When
any given bodies of the same or different magnitude are compolled by other bodies to remain
in contact, or if they be moved at the same or different
rates of speed, so that their mutual movements
should preserve among themselves a certain fixed relation, we say that
such bodies are in union, and that together they compose
one body or individual, which is distinguished
from other
bodie_ by this fact of union.
Axiom III.--Inproportion as the parts of an individual,
or a compound body, are in contact over a greater or less
suporficies, they will with greater or less difficulty admit of
being moved from their position;
consequently
the individual will, with greater or less difficulty, be brought to
assume another form.
Those bodies, whose parts are in
contact over large superficies, are called hazd; those, whose
parts are in contact over small superficies, are called soft;
those, whose parts are in motion among one another, are

_led _.
LEMMA IV. If from a body or individual, eom2ounded of
several bodies, certain bodies be separated, and if, at the saqne
tithe, an equal nwmber of other bodies of the same nature take
their Tlace, the individual
will preserve _ts nature as before,
without any change in i£s actuality (fornm).
Proof.--Bodies
('Lernrna i.) are not distinguished
in respoct of substance:
that which constitutes
the actuality
(forr_m)
of an individual
consists (by the last Def.) in a
union of bodies ; but this union, although there is a continual change of bodies, will (by our hypothesis)
be mainmined ; the individual,
therefore, will retain its nature as
before, both in respect of substance and in respect of mode.

Q.Em.

L_A
V. If the parts co,ml_osing a_ individual
become
greater or less, but it, such FroTortion , that they all 2reserve
the same mutual t'elatior_ of raot_r_ and rest, the indivld_al
will 8till Freserve its ori_nal nature, and its actuality wilt
not be changed.
Provf.--The
same as for the last Lemma.
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LEnA
"VI. If certain bodle_ composing an _nJ_vidual be
vom2elled to change the motion, which they have in one direc.
riot, for motion iu a_wther direction, but iu such a man.
net, that they be able to continue their motions and their
mutual communization
in the same relations as before, the
individual will retaiu its own nature without any change of
its actualit.¥.
Proof.--This
proposition
is self-evident,
for the individual is supposed to retain all that, which, in its definition, we spoke of as its actual being.
LEPTA VII. Furthermore, the individual
thus comTose_
Treserves its nature, whether it be, as a whole, in moth_ or aS
rest, whether it be moved in this or that direction ; so long as
each Tart retains its motion, and tTreserve8 its eommunicatio'a
with other parts as before.
_Proofi--This proposition is evident from the definition of
an individual prefixed to Lemma iv.
1Vote.--We thus see, how a composite in_vidual
may be
affected in many different ways, and preserve its nature
notwithstanding.
Thus far we have conceived an individual as composed of bodies only distinguished
one from
the other in respect of motion and rest, speed and slowness ;
that is, of bodies of the most simple character.
If, how.
ever, we now conceive another individual
composed
of
several individuals of diverse natures, we shall find that
the number of ways in which it can be affected, without
losing its nature, will be greatly multiplied.
Each of its
parts would consist of several bodies, and therefore (by
Lemma vi.) each part would admit, without change to its
nature,
of quicker or slower motion, and would consequently be able to transmit
its motions more quickly or
more slowly to the remaining
par_s. If we further conceive a third kind of individuals
composed of individuals
of this second kind, we shall find that they may be affected
in a still greater number of ways without changing their
actuality.
We may easily proceed thus to infinity, and
conceive the whole of nature as one individual,
whose parts,
that is, all bodies, vary in infinite ways, wittmut any change
in the individual
as a whole.
I should feel bound to explain and demonstrate
tlfis point at more length, if I were
writing a special treatise on body. But I have already said
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that such is not my object, I have only touched on the
question, because it enables me to prove easily that which I
have in view.
POSTULATES.

I. The human body is composed of a number of individual parts, of diverse nature, each one of which is in itself
extremely complex.
IL Of the individual
parts composing the hllman body
some are fluid, some soft, some hard.
HI. The individual
parts composing the human body,
and consequently
the human body itself, are affected in a
variety of ways by external bodies.
IV. The huma.n body stands in need for its preservation
of a number of other bodies, by which it is continually,
so
to speak, regenerated.
V. When the fluid part of the hnm_.n body is determined by an external body to impinge often on another
soft part, it changes the surface of the latter, and, as it
were, leaves the impression thereupon of the external body
which impels it.
VL The human body can move external bodies, and
arrange them in a variety of ways.
P_oP. XIV. The human mind is capable of perceiving a
great number of things, and is so in TroT_tion
as its body is
ca/laable of receiving a great number of imTressions.
Proof.--The
human body (by Post. iii. and vi.) is affected in very many ways by externa2 bodies, and is capable
in very many ways of affecting external bodies.
Bul
(II. xii.) the human mind must perceive all that takes
place in the human body ; the human mind is, therefore,
capable of perceiving a great number of things, and is so in
proportion, &c. Q.E.D.
PROF. XV. The idea, which constitutes the actual bei_g of
the human mind, is not simTle , but comTounded of a great
aumber of idea,.
Proof.--The
idea constituting
the actual being of the
h_mlan m_nd is the idea of the body (II. xiii.), which
(Post.i.) is composed of a great number of complex individual parts.
But there is necessarily in God the idea of
each individual part whereof the body is composed (IL viii.
ft.
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Coroll.) ; therefore (II. vii.), the idea of the human body i_
composed of these numerous ideas of its component parts.

Q.E.D.

PROP. XVI. The idea of every mode, in which the human
body is affected by ext_nal bodies, must involve the nature of
the humar_ body, and also the nature of the external body.
Proof.--All the modes, in which any given bodyis affected,
follow from the nature of the body affected, and also from
the nature of the affecting body (by Ax. i., after the Coroll.
of Lemma fii.), wherefore
their idea also necessarily (by
I. Ax. iv.) involves the nature of both bodies; therefore, the
idea of every mode, in which the human body is affected by
external bodies, i_volves the nature of the human body and
of the external body.
Q.E.D.
Corollary LhHence
it follows, first, that the human
mind perceives the nature of a variety of bodies, together
with the nature of its own.
Corollary II.--It
follows, secondly, that the ideas, which
we have of external bodies, indicate rather the constitution
of our own body than the nature of external bodies. I have
amply illustrated
this in the Appendix to Part I.
PROP. X-V_. If the hu_an body is affected in a mannez
which involves the no.ture of any e:_ternal body, the human
qnind will regard the said external body as actually exiting,
or as l_re_ent to itself, until the human body be affected in
such a way, as to exclude the e_.istenee or the trresenee of the
said external body.
Proof.--Tl_s
proposition
is self-evident, for so long as
the human body continues to be thus affected, so long will
the human mind (II. xii.) regard this modification of the
body--that
is (by the last Prop.), it will have the idea of
the mode as actually existing, and this idea involves the
nature of the external body.
In other words, it will have
the idea which does not exclude, but postulates
the existence or presence of the nature of the external body ; therefore the mind (by II. xvi., Coroll. i.) will regard
the
external body as actually existing, until it is affected, &c.

Q.E.I).

Corolla_lj._e
mind is able to regard as present external bodies, by which the human body has once been affected,
even though they be no longer in existence or present.
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Proof.--When
external bodies determine the fluid part_
of the human body, so that they often impinge on the
softer parts, they change the surface of the last nA.med
(Post. v.) ; hence (Ax. ii., after Coroll. of Lemma iii.) they
are refracted therefrom in a different ms nner from that
which they followed before such change;
and, further,
when afterwards they impinge on the new surfaces by their
own spontaneous movement, they will be refracted in the
same manner, as though they had been impelled towards
those surfaces by external bodies ; consequently, they will,
while they continue to be thus refracted, affect the human
body in the same manner, whereof the mind (T[. xii.) will
again take cognizance--that
is (IX. xvii.), the mind will
again regard the external body as present, and will do so,
as often as the fluid parts of the human body impinge on
the aforesaid surfaces by their own spontaneous motion.
Wherefore,
although the external bodies, by which the
human body has once been affected, be no longer in
existence, the mind will nevertheless regard them as present,
as often as this action of the body is repeated.
Q.E.D.
Note.
We thus see how it comes about, as is often the
ease, that we regard as present things which are not. It is
possible that the same result may be brought about by
other causes; but I think it suffices for me here to have
indieated one possible explanation, just as well as if I had
pointed out the true cause.
Indeed, I do not thinl_ I am
very far from the truth, for all my assumptions
are based
on postulates, which rest, almost without exception, on experience, that cannot be controverted
by those who have
shown, as we have, that the hnm*n body, as we feel it,
exists (Coroll. after II. xill.). Furthermore
(II. vii. Coroll.,
II. xvi. Coroll. ft.), we clearly understand what is the difference between the idea, say, of Peter, which constitutes
the
essence of Peter's mind, and the idea of the said Peter,
which is in another man, say, Paul.
The former directly
answers to the essence of Peter's own body, and only implies existence so long as Peter exists ; the latter indieates
rather the disposition
of Paul's body than the nature of
Peter, and, therefore, while this disposition of Paul's body
lasts, Paul's mind will regard Peter as present to itself,
even though he no longer exists.
Further, to retain the
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usual phraseology, the modifications of the human body, of
which the ideas represent external bodies as present to us,
we will call the images of things, though they do not recall
the figure of things.
When the mind regards bodies in
this fashion, we say that it imagines.
I will here draw
attention to the fact, in order to indicate where error lies,
that the imaginations
of the mind, looked at in themselves,
do not contain error.
The mind does not err in the mere
act of imagining, but only in so far as it is regarded
as
being without the idea, which excludes the existence of such
things as it imagines to be present to it. If the mind,
while imagining non-existent
things as present to it, is at
the same time conscious that they do not really exist, this
power of imagination
must be set down to the efficacy of
its nature, and not to a fault, especially if this faculty of
imagination
depend
solely on its own nature
*_hat is
(I. Def. vii.), if this faculty of imagination be free.
P_oP. X_.
If the human body has once been affected by
.two or more bodies at the same time, when the mi_xl afterwards ima_nes any of them, it will straightway r_er
the
others also.
Proof.--The
mind (II. xvii. Coroll.) ima_nes any given
body, because the human body is affected and disposed by
the impressions from an external body, in th8 same manner
as it is affected when certain of its parts are acted on by
the said external body ; but (by our hypothesis)
the body
was then so disposed, that the mind imagined two bodies at
once ; therefore, it will also in the second case imagine two
bodies at once, and the mind, when it imagines one, will
straightway remember the other.
Q.E.D.
_ote.--We
now clearly see what Memory is. It is simply
a certain association of ideas involving the nature of things
outside the human body, which association arises in the
mind according to the order and association of the moditL
cations (affectiones) of the human body.
I say, first, it is
an association of those ideas only, which involve the nature
of things outside the human body: not of ideas which
answer to the nature of the said things : ideas of the modifications of the hum_._ body are, strictly speaking (II. xvi.),
those which involve the nature both of the human body
and of external bodies.
I say, secondly, that this assocL_-
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tion arises accore]in_ to the order and association of the
modifications of the hnman body, in order to distinguish
it
from that association of ideas, which arises from the order
of the intellect, whereby the m_nd perceives t.hi_gs through
their primary causes, and which is in all men the same.
And hence we can further
clearly understand,
why the
mind from the thought of one thing, should straightway
arrive at the thought of another thing, which has no similarity with the first ; for instance, from the thought of the
word l_ornum (an apple), a Roman would straightway arrive
at the thought of the fruit apple, which has no similitude
with the articulate
sound in question,
nor anything
in
common with it, except that the body of the man has often
bee,u affected by these two things ; that is, that the man
has often heard the word pomum, while he was looking at
the fruit ; similarly every man will go on from one thought
to another, according as his habit has ordered the images
of things in his body.
For a soldier, for instance, when he
sees the tracks of a horse in sand, will at once pass from
the thought of a horse to the thought of a horseman, and
thence to the thought
of war, &c. ; while a countryman
will proceed from the thought of a horse to the thought of
a plough, a field, &c. Thus every man will follow this or
that train of thought,
according as he has been in the
habit of conjoining and associating
the mental images of
things in this or that m_ner.
PROP. XTY
The huma_ mind _
no knowledge of the
body, and does not know it to e_ist, save through the idea.s o]
the modificatio,as whereby the body is affected.
Proof.
The human mind is the very idea or knowledge
of the human body (TL xiii.), which (IL ix.) is in God, in
so far as he is regarded as affected by another idea of a
particular thing actually existing:
or, inasmuch as (Post.
iv.) the human body stands in need of very many bodies
whereby it is, as it were, continually regenerated
; and the
order and connection of ideas is the same as the order
and connection of causes 0I vii.) ; this idea will therefore
be in God, in so far as he is regarded
as affected by the
ideas of very many particular
things.
Thus God has the
idea of the human body, or knows the human body, in so
far as he is affected by very m_ny other ideas, and not in
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so far as he constitutes the nature of the human mind ;
that is (by IX. xi. Coroll.), the human mind does not know
the human body. But the ideas of the modifications of
body are in God, in so far as he constitutes the nature of
the human mind, or the human mind perceives those modifieations (_. xii.), and consequently (IX. xvi.)the human
body itself, and as actually existing ; therefore the mind
perceives thus far only the human body. Q.E.D.
P_oP. 2_ The idea _r knowledge of the human mind is
also in God, followin# in God in the same manner, and beinq
referred to God in the same _ner,
as the idea or knowledge
of the huma_ body.
Proof._Thought
is an attribute of God (El. i.); therefore (-II. iii.) there must necessarily be in God the ideu
both of thought itself and of all its modifications, eonso
quently also of the human mind (IX. xi.). Further, this
idea or knowledge of the mind does not follow from God,
in so far as he is infinite, hilt in so far as he is affected by
another idea of an individual thing (If. ix.). But (EL vii.)
the order and connection of ideas is the same as the order
and connection of causes ; therefore this idea or knowledge
of the mind is in God and is referred to God, in the same
ma.nner as the idea or knowledge of the body. Q.E.D.
PROP. _[.
This idea of the mind is united to the mind
in the same way as the mind is u_ited to fhe body.
Proof.--That the mind is united to the body "wehave
shown from the fact, that the body is the object of the mind
(IX. xii. and xiii.) ; and so for the same reason the idea of the
mind must be united with its object, that is, with the mind
in the samem_nner asthemindis united to the body. Q.E.D.
2¢ote.--Thls proposition is cemprehended much more
clearly from what we said in the note to IL vii. We there
showed that the idea of body and body, that is, mind and
body (EL xiii.), are one and the same individual conceived
now under the attribute of thouEht, now under the attribute of extension ; _vherefore f&e idea of the mind and the
mind itself are one and the same thing, which is cenceivod
under one and the same attribute, n__.mely,thought_ The
idea of the mind, I repeat, and the mind itself are in God
by the same necessity and follow from him from the same
[_wer of thinking. Strictly speaking, the idea of the mind,
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that is, the idea of an idea, is nothing but the distinctive
quality (forma) of the idea in so far as it is conceived as
a mode of thought without reference to the object; if a
man knows anything, he, by that very fact, knows that he
knows it, and at the same time knows that he knows that
he ],mows it, and so on to infinity.
But I will treat of this
hereafter.
PROP. XX]-I. The human mind perceives not only the mod_.
fications of the body, but also the ideas of such modifications.
Proof.--The
ideas of the ideas of modifications
follow m
God in the same manner, and are referred to God in the
same manner, as the ideas of the said modifications.
This
is proved in the same way as 17. xx. But the ideas of the
modifications of the body are in the human mind 07. xii.),
that is, in God, in so far as he constitutes the essence of the
human mind ; therefore the ideas of these ideas will be in
God, in so far as he has the knowledge
or idea of the
human mind, that is (II. xxi.), they will be in the human
mind iteelf, which therefore perceives not only the modio
tications of the body, but also the ideas of such modifications.
Q.E.D.
PROP.
_'X-['I-]',
_r_
m/_
does ftot _o_
itself, e_ceTt in so
far a8 it perceives the ideas of the modific_ion_ of the body.
Proof.--The
idea or knowledge
of the mind (II. xx.)
follows in God in the same manner, and is referred to God
in the same manner, as the idea or knowledge of the body.
But since ('iI. xix.) the human mind does not know the
human body itself, that is (IL xi. Coroll.), since the knowledge of the human body is not referred
to God, in so far
as he constitutes the nature of the human mind ; therefore,
neither is the knowledge of the mind referred to God, in so
far as he constitutes
the essence of the hnman
mind;
therefore
(by the same Coroll. IL xi.), the human
mind
thus far has no knowledge of itself.
Further the ideas of
the modifications,
whereby the body is affected, involve the
nature of the human bogyitself
0I xvi.), that is (II. xiii.),
they agree with the nature of the mind;
wherefore
the
knowledge of these ideas necessarily involves knowledge of
the mind; but (by the last Prop.) the knowledge of these
ideas is in the human mind itself; wherefore
the human
mind thus far only has knowledge of itself.
Q.E.D.
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P_oP. X'_l'W.--_Yte
huma_ mlm_ does not invo_
an
adequate knowledge of the parts e_nposlng the human body.
Proof.--The
parts composing the human body do not
belong to the essence of that body, except in so far as they
communicate
their motions to one another in a certain
fixed relation (Def. after Lemma hi), not in so far as they
can be regarded as individuals
without relation to the
human body.
The parts of the human body are highly
complex individuals
(Post. i.), whose parts (Lemma iv.)
can be separated from the human body without in any
way destroying
the nature and distinctive
quality of the
latter, and they can communicate
their motions (A.x.i.,
after Lemma iii.) to other bodies in another relation;
therefore (IX. hi.) the idea or knowledge of each part will
be in God, inasmuch (IX. ix.) as he is regarded as affected
by another idea of a particular thing, which particular
thing is prior in the order of nature to the aforesaid part
(IX. vii.).
We may affn'm the same thing of each part of
each individual composing the human body ; therefore, the
knowledge
of each part composing the human body is in
God, in so far as he is affected by very many ideas of
things, and not in so far as he has the idea of the bureau
body only, in other words, the idea which constitutes
the
nature of the human mind (-II. _il.)i
therefore (IX. xi.
Coroll.), the human mind does not involve an adequate
knowledge of the human body.
Q.E.D.
Pr_op. X-YV. The idea of each modification of the human
body does not involve an adequate knowledge of the exte_al
body.
l_roof.--We
have shown that the idea of a modification
of the human body involves the nature of an external
body, in so far as that external body conditions the human
body in a given manner.
But, in so far as the external
body is an individual, which has no reference to the human
body, the knowledge or idea thereof is in God (II. ix.), in
so far as God is regarded as affected by the idea of a
further
thing, which (IX. vii.) is naturally prior to the
said external body.
Wherefore an adequate knowledge of
the external body is not in God, in so far as he has the
idea of the modification of the human body ; in other words,
_he idea of the modification of the human body does not
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PROP. XXVI. The human mind doe_ not perceive any e_ternal body as actually e_i_iug, ezceTt through the ideas of
the modifications of its own body.
Proof.---_
the human body is in no way affected by a
given external body, then (IX. vii.) neither is the idea of
the human body, in other words, the human mind, affected
in any way by the idea of the existence of the said external
body, nor does it any m_rnner perceive its existence.
But,
in so far as the human body is affected in any way by a
given external body, thus far (]I xvi. and CoroU.) it perceives that external body.
Q.E.D.
C_rollary.--In
so far as the human mind imagines an
external body, it has not an adequate knowledge thereof.
Proof.--W'hen
the human mind regards external bodies
through the ideas of the modifications of its own body, we
say that it imagines (see IX. xvii. note) ; now the mind can
only im om_dneexternal bodies as actually existing.
Therefore (by IL xxv.), in so far as the mind imagines external
bodies, it has not an adequate knowledge of them.
Q.E.D.
PROP. _VII.
The idea of each modification of the human
body does _ot involve an _e
krtowledye of the human

body_f.

Proof.
Every idea of a modification of the human body
involves the nature of the human body, in so far as the
human body is regarded
as affected in a given manner
(IX. xvi.).
But, inasmuch as the human body is an i_dividual which may be affected in many other ways, the
idea of the said modification,
&c. Q.E.D.
PROP. X'X-V-I_. The ideas of the modifications
of the
7zuman body, in so far as they have reference only to the
human mind, are not clear and distinct, but confused.
Proof.--The
ideas of the modifications
of the human
body involve the nature both of the human body and of
external bodies (II. xvi.) ; they must involve the nature
not only of the human body but also of its parts ; for the
modifications
are modes (Post. iii.), whereby the parts of
the human body, and, consequently,
the human body as a
whole are affected.
But (by II. xxiv., xxv.) the adequate
-knowledge of external bodies, as also of_ the parts corn-
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posing the human _dy, is not in God, in so far as he is
regarded as affected by the hl, m_n mind, but in so far as
he is regarded as affected by other ideas.
These ideas of
modifications,
in so far as they are referred to the human
mind alone, are as consequences without premisses, in other
words, confused ideas.
Q.E.D.
_ote.mThe
idea which constitutes
the nature of the
human mind is, in _he same manner, proved not to be,
when considered in itself alone, clear and distinct ; as also
is the case with the idea of the human mind, and the ideas
of the ideas of the modifications
of the human body, in so
far as they are referred to the mind only, as everyone may
easily

see.

PxoP. _XT_
The/doa of the _
of each _od_jkati_
of the human body does not i_volve an _
k_v_vledge of
the h_w/_ mind.
Proof.--Tbe
idea of a modification of the human body
(H. xxvii.) does not involve an adequate knowledge of the
said body, in other words, does not adequately
express its
nature ; that is (]:I. xiii.) it does not agree with the nature
of the mind adequately ; therefore (I. Ax. vi.) the idea of
this idea does not adequately
express the nature of the
human mind, or does not involve an adequate knowledge
thereof.
Goro//ary.--Hence
it follows that the human mind, when
it perceives things after the common order of nature, has
uot an adequate
but only a confused and fragmentary
knowledge of itself, of its own body, and of external
bodies.
For the mind does not know itself, except in so
far as it perceives the ideas of the modifications
of body
(II. xxiii.).
It only perceives
its own body (II. xix.)
through the ideas of the modifications,
and only perceives
external bodies through
the same means ; thus, in so far
as it has such ideas of modification, it has not an adequate
knowle_lge of itself (IL _i_),
nor of its own body (It. xxvii.),
nor of external bodies (II. xxv.), but only a fragmentary
and
confused knowledge thereof (IX. xxviii, and note.)
Q.E.D.
_ote.--I
say expressly, that the mind has not an adequate
but only a confused knowledge of itself, its own body, and
of external bodies, whenever it perceives things after the
common order of nature; that is, wheneverit is determined
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from without, namely, by the fortuitous play of drcumst_nco, to regard this or that; not at such times as it _s
determined
from withln, that is, by the fact of regarding
several things at once, to understand
their points of agreement, difference, and contrast.
Whenever it is determined
in anywise from within, it regards things clearly and distinctly, as I will show below.
PROP. "X-X'_. We can only have a very inadequate knowledge of the duration of our body.
Proof.--The
duration of our body does not depend on its
essence (]I
Ax. i.), nor on the absolute nature of Go_
(I. xxi.).
But (I. xxviii.) it is conditioned
to exist and
operate by causes, which in their turn are conditioned to
exist and operate in a fixed and definite relation by other
causes, these last again being conditioned by others, and so
on to infinity.
The duration of our body therefore depends
on the common order of nature, or the constitution
of
things.
Now, however a thing may be constituted,
the
adequate lmowlodge of that thing is in GOd, in so far as
he has the ideas of all things, and not in so far as he has
the idea of the human body only. (II. ix. Coroll.) Wherefore
the knowledge of the duration of our body is in God very
inadequate, in so far as he is only regarded as constituting
the nature of the human mind;
that is (II. xi. Coroll.),
this knowledge is very inadequate in our mind.
Q.E.D.
PROP. "_'YI.
We can only have a very inadequate know.
led@e of the d_ration of Tarticular
things ezternal to our.
se_es.
Proof.--Everyparticularthing,likethe human body,
must be conditionedby another particular
thing to exist
and operate in a fixedand definiterelation;thisother
particularthing must likewisebe conditionedby a third,
and so on to infinity.(i.xxviii.)As we have shown in
the foregoingproposition,
from thiscommon propertyof
particularthings,we have onlya very inadequate knowledgeof the durationof our body ; we must draw a similar
conclusion
with regard tothe durationof particular
things,
namely, that we can only have a very inadeqtm_ know-

ledgeof_ deragoa t_reo_. 0_._.
Coro//ary.--Henceit followsthat allparticularthings
arecontingentand perishable.For we can have no axle.
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quate idea of their duration (by the last Prop.), and this is
what we must understand by the con_ngency and perishahleness of things.
CI. _rr_,
Note L) For (I. Y_.),
except in this sense, not,hlng is contiugent.
PROP. YY_II,
All ideas, in so far as they are referred to
God, are t_ue.
1Jroof._All
ideas which are in God agree in every respect with their objects (II. vii. Coroll.), therefore
(L
Ax. vi.) they are all true.
Q.E.D.
PROP. _YH.
There is _wthing _itive
in ideas, which
causes them to be called false.
Proof.--If
this be denied, conceive, if possible, a positive
mode of thinking, which should constitute
the distinctive
quality of falsehood.
Such a mode of thinl_ing c_.nnot ]De
in God (II. x_i,)
; external to God it c_.nnot be or be conceived (I. xv.). Therefore there is nothing positive in ideas
which causes them to be called false.
Q.E.D.
PROP. _Y_']'V.
Ever?]
idea,
which in us is absolute or
adequate and Terfect, is true.
Proof._When
we say that an idea in us is adequate and
perfect, we say, in other words (II. xi. Coroll.), that the idea
is adequate and perfect in God, in so far as he constitutes
the essence of our mind ; consequently
(IL _,_ii.), we say
that such an idea is true.
Q.E.D.
P_oP. _X'_(_ r. Falsity consists in the Trivation of knowledge, which inadequate,
fragmentary,
or confused
ideas
involve.
Proof.--There
is nothing positive in ideas, which causes
them to be called false (II. _iii)
; but falsity cannot con.
sist in simple privation (for minds, not bodies, are said to
err and to be mistaken),
neither can it consist in absolute
ignorance, for ignorance and error are not identical ; wherefore it consists in the privation of knowledge, which inade.
quate, fragmentary,
or confused ideas involve.
Q.E.D.
Note.---_
the note to II. xvii. I explained how error con.
sists in the privation of knowledge, but in order to throw
more light on the subject I will give an example.
For instance, men are mistaken
in thinking
themselves
free;
their opinion is made up of consciousness
of their own
_ctions, and ignorance of the causes by which they are
conditione&
Their idea of freedom, therefore, is simply
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their ignorance of any cause for their actions. As for their
aaying that human actions depend on the will, this is a
mere phrase without any idea to correspond thereto. What
the will is, and how it moves the body, they none of them
know ; those who boast of such knowledge, and feign dwellings and habitations for the soul, are wont to provoke either
laughter or disgust.
So, again, when we look at the sun,
we imagine that it is distant from us about two hundred
feet; this error does not lie solely in this fancy, but in the
fact that, while we thus imagine, we do not know the sun's
true distance or the cause of the fancy.
For although we
afterwards learn, that the sun is distant from us more than
six hundred of the earth's diameters, we none the less shall
fancy it to be near ; for we do not imagine the sun as near
us, because we are ignorant of its true distance, but because
the modification of our body involves the essence of the sun,
in so far as our saad body is affected thereby.
PROP. X-_CX-VI. Inadequate and confused ideas follow by
the same necessity, as adequate or clear and distinct ideas.
Proof.--AU
ideas are in GOd (I. xv.), and in so far as
they are referred
to God are true (II. xxxii.) and (IT. _.
Coroll.) adequate ; therefore there are no ideas confused or
inadequate,
except in respect to a particular
mind (cf. II.
xxiv. and rxviiL) ; therefore all ideas, whether adequate or
inadequate,
follow by the same necessity (II. vi.).
Q.E.D.
PRop. _X_('VII.
That which is common to all (cf.
L_mma II. above), and which is equally in a 19art and in the
whole, does not constitute the essenceof any particulur thing.
_Proof.--If
this be denied, conceive, if possible, that it
constitutes the essence of some particular
thing;
for instance, the essence of B. Then (II. Def. ii.) it cannot without B either exist or be conceived ; but this is against oltr
hypothesis.
Therefore it does not appertain to B's essence,
nor does it constitute
the essence of any particular thing.

Q._..D.

P_oP. x x x Vlll.
Those things, which are common to all,
and whi¢_ are equally in a Tart and in the whole, cannot be
Proof.--Let
A be something, which is common to all
bodies, and which is equally present in the part of any
given body and in the whole.
I say A cannot be conceived
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except adequately. For the idea thereof in God will neces.
sarily be adequate (II. vii. Coroll.), both in so far as God
has the idea of the human body, and also in so far as he
h_._the idea of the modifications of the h-m_.n body, which
(II. xvi., xxv., x_vii.)involve in part the nature of the
human body and the nature of external bodies; that is
(]I xiL, xiii.), the idea in God will necessarily be adequate,
both in so far as he constitutes the human mind, and in so
far as he has the ideas, which are in the human r-;nd.
Therefore the mind (II. xi. Coroll.)necessarily perceives A
adequately, and has this adequate perception, both in so
far as it perceives itself, and in so far as it Perceives its own
or any external body, nor can A be conceived in any other
•_n_er.
Q.E.D.
Co_ol_.
Hence it follows that there are certain ideas
or notions common to all men; for (by I_mma ii.) all
bodies agree in certain respects, which (by the foregoing
Prop.) must be adequately or clearly and distinctly perceived by all.
PimP. X-YY'I-Y. That, which is commo_ to and _ 1n'operty
of the human body and such other bodies as are wan_ to affed
the ku_r,an body, and which _ present e_ually in each part oj
either, or in the who_, will be represented by an o_te_te idea
in the mind.
Proof.--_ x be that, which is COmmOnto and. a,property
of the human body and external bodies, and equally present
in the humR.n

body

aI_

in the

sa_d external

bodies,

in each

part of each external body and in the whole, there will be
an adequate idea of Ain God (II. vii. CoroU.), both in so far
_s he has the idea of the human body, and in so far as he
has the ideas of the given external bodies. Let it now be
g_ranted,that the hum_.u body is affected by an external
body through that, which it has in common therewith,
namely, A; the idea of this modification will involve the
property A (II. xvi.), and therefore (IL vii. Core]L) the
idea of this modification, in so far as it involves the property A, will be adequate in God, in so far as God is affected
by the idea of the h_!man body ; that is (II. xiii.), in so far
as he constitutes the nature of the human mind ; therefore
(II. xi. Coroll.) this idea is also adequate in the humaB
n_Lud. Q.E.D.
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Goro//ary.--Hence
it follows that the rain4 isfitted to
perceive adequately more things, in proportion as its body
has more in common with other bodies.
PBoP. XL. WT_atsoever ideas in the mind follow fram
ideas which are therein
adequate, are also themselves
adequate.
Proof._This
proposition
is self-evident.
For when we
say that an idea in the human mind follows from ideas
which are therein adequate, we say, in other words (]:I. xi.
Coroll.), that an idea is inthe divine intellect, whereof God
is the cause, not in so far as he is infinite,
nor in so far as
he is affected by the ideas of very many particular things,
but only in so fax as he constitutes the essence of the
human mind.
Note I.--I have thus set forth the cause of those notions,
which are common to all men, and which form the basis of
our ratioeln_tion.
But there are other causes of certain
axioms or notions, which it would be to the purpose to set
forth by this method of ours ; for it would thus appear what
notions are more useful tha.n others, and what notions
have scarcely any use at all. Furthermore, we should see
what notions are common to all men, and what notions are
only clear and distinct to those who are unshackled
by
prejudice, and we should detect those which are ill-founded.
Again we should discern whence the notions called secondary derived their origin, and consequently
the axioms
on which they are founded, and other points of interest
connected with these questions.
But I have decided to
pass over the subject here, partly because I have set it
aside for another treatise, partly because I am afraid of
.wearying the reader by too great prolixity.
Nevertheless,
in order not to omit anything
necessary to be known, I
will briefly set down the causes, whence are derived the
terms styled tra_al,
such as Being, Thing, Something.
These terms arose from the fact, that the human
body, being limited, is only capable of distinctly forming a
certain number of images (what an image is I exphlned in
II. xvli. note) within itself at the same time;
if this
number be exceeded, the images will begin to be confused;
if ibis number of im%ges, which the body is capable of
forming distinc_y
within itself, be largely exceeded, all will
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become entirely confused one with another.
This being so,
it is evident (from II. Prop. xvii. Corol]. and xviii.) that
the human mind can distinctly imagine as many things
simulf_neously,
as its body can form images simultaneously.
When the images become quite confused in the body, the
mind also imagines all bodies confusedly without any distinction, and will comprehend them, as it were, under one
attribute, namely, under the attribute of Being, Thing, &c.
The same conclusion can be drawn from the fact that
images are not always equally vivid, and from other analogous causes, which there is no need to explain here; for
the purpose which we have in view it is sufficient for us to
consider one only.
All may be reduced to this, that these
terms represent
ideas in the highest degree confused.
From similnr causes arise those notions, which we call
general, such as man, horse, dog, &c. They arise, to wit,
from the fact that so many images, for instance, of men,
are formed simultaneously
in the human mind, that the
powers of imagination break down, not indeed utterly, but
to the extent of the mind losing count of small differences
between individuals
(e.g. colour, size, &c.) and their deftnite number, and only distinc_y hnaglning that, in which
all the individuals,
in so far as the body is affecf_
by
them, agree; for that is the point, in which each of the
said individuals
chiefly affected the body ; this the mind
expresses by the name m,.n, and this it predicates of an
infinite number of particular individuals.
For, as we have
said, it is unable to imagine the definite number of individuals. We must, however, bear in mind, that these general
notions are not formed by all men in the same way, but
vary in each individual
according as the point varies,
whereby the body has been most often affected and which
the mind most easily imagines or remembers.
For instance,
those who have most often regarded with atlmiration the
stature of man, will by the name of man understand an
animal of erect stature; those who have been accustomed
to regard some other attribute, will form a different general
image of man, for instance, that man is alaughing animal,
a two-footed
animal without feathers, a rational animal,
and thus, in other cases, everyone
will form general
im.=_ges of things accorfling to the habit of lfis body.
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It is thus not to be wondered at, that among philosophers,
who seek to explain things in nature merely }q the images
formed of them,
so many
controversies
should
have
arisen.
Note//.--From
all that has been said above it is clear,
that we, in many cases, perceive and form our general notions :--(1.) From particular things represented
to our intelleet fragmentarily,
confusedly, and without order through
our senses (II. _.
Coroll.) ; I have settled to call such
perceptions by the name of knowledge from the mere suggestions of experience. 1 (2.) From s)mabols, e.g., from the
fact of having read or heard certain words we remember
things and form certain ideas concerning
them, similar to
those through which we imagine things (iI. xviii, note).
I
shall call both these ways of regarding t,hings h_ww/edge
of tl_e first kind, opinion, or imagination,
(3.) From the
fact that we have notions common to all men, and adequate
ideas of the properties of things (II. xxxviii. Coroll., xxxix.
and ¢orolL and xl.) ; this I call reason and k_owledge of the
_econd kind.
Besides these two ldnds of knowledge, there
is, as I will hereafter
show, a third kind of knowledge,
which we will call _n£uition.
This kind of knowledge proceeds from an adequate idea of the absolute essence of
oertain attributes
of C_nxl to the adequate
knowledge
of
the essence of thin_.
I will illustrate all three kinds oi
knowledge by a single example_
Three numbers are given
for fi_,]_,_g a fourth, which shall be to the third as the
second is to the fir_.
Tradesmen without hesitation multipl F the second by the third, and divide the product by
the tlrs_; either because they have not forgotten the rul't,
whiah they received from a master without any proof, or
became they t_ve ,aften made tri_l of it with simple numbers, _r by virile of the woof of the nineteenth propositit,n
of the seventh book of Euclid, namely, in virtue of the
general proper_ _f proportionals.
B_t _i/_h very _ple
numbers thare is no need of this
:For _c_
one, t_'o, t_'_e, being given, everyone can
see _
the four_
_oportio_l
is six; and this is much
cl_reXo bemuse we infer the fourth number from an hl-
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_ultlve grasping of the ratio, which the first bears to the
second.
PRop. _"T,T. Knowledge of the first kind is the only source
of falsity, knowledge of the second and third kinds is necessarily true.
Proof.--To
knowledge of the first kind we have (in the
foregoing note) assigned all those ideas, which are inadequate and confused;
therefore this kind of knowledge
is
the only source of falsity (II. xxxv.).
Furthermore,
we
assigned to the second and third kinds of knowledge those
ideas which are adequate ; therefore these kinds are necessarily true (yr. xxxiv.).
Q.E.D.
PROP. _C[,TL Knowledge of the second and third kinds,
not knowledge of the first kind, teaches us to distinguish the
true from the false.
Proof.--This
proposition is self-evident.
He, who knows
how to distinguish
between true and false, must have an
adequate idea of true and false.
That is (yr. xl., note ii.),
he must know the true and the false by the second or
third kind of lmowledge.
PROP. XLIII.
He, who has a true idea, simultaneously
knows that he has a true idea, and cannot doubt of the truth of
the thing Ferceived.
Proof.--A
true idea in us is an idea which is adequate
in God, in so far as he is displayed through the nature of
the human mind CII. xi. CoroU.).
Let us suppose that
there is in God, in so far as he is displayed through the
human mind, an adequate
idea, A. The idea of this idea
must also necessarily be in God, and be referred to him in
the same way as the idea x (by Yr. xx., whereof the proof
is of universal application).
But the idea x is supposed to
be referred to God, in so far as he is displayed through the
human mind ; therefore,
the idea of the idea A must be
referred to God in the same manner;
that is (by IT. x_.
Coroll.), the adequate idea of the idea x will be in the mind,
which has the adequate
idea A; therefore he, who has a_l
adequate idea or knows a thing truly (II. _dv.),
must at
the same time have an adequate idea or true knowledge of
his knowledge;
that is, obviously, he must be assured.
Q.E.D.
iVo_e.--I explained in the note to Yr. xxi. what is meant
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by the idea of an idea; but we may remark that the foregoing proposition
is in itself sufficiently plain.
No one,
who has a true idea, is ignorant that a true idea involves
the highest certainty.
For to have a true idea is only
another expression for knowing a thing perfectly, or as well
as possible.
No one, indeed, can doubt of this, unless he
thinks that an idea is something lifeless, like a picture on
a panel, and not a mode of thinking--namely,
the very act
of understanding.
And who, I ask, can know that he
understands
anything, unless he do first understand
it?
In other words, who can know that he is sure of a thing,
unless he be first sure of that thing ? Further, what can
there be more clear, and more certain, than a true idea as
a standard of truth ? Even as light displays both itself and
darkness, so is truth a standard both of itself and of falsity.
I think I have thus sufficiently answered these questions-namely,
if a true idea is distinguished
from a false
idea, only in so far as it is said to agree with its object, a
true idea has no more reality or perfection than a false idea
(since the two are only distinguished
by an extrinsic mark);
consequently,
neither will a man who has true ideas have
any advantage over him who has only false ideas. Further,
how comes it that men have false ideas ? Lastly, how can
anyone be sure, that he has ideas which agree _ith their
objects ? These questions, I repeat, I have, in my opinion.
sufficiently answered.
The difference between a true idea
and a false idea is plain : from what was said in IT. xxxv.,
the former is related to the latter as being is to not-being.
The causes of falsity I have set forth very clearly in
II. xix. and IT. xxxv. with the note.
From what is there
stated, the difference
between a man who has true ideas,
and a man who has only false ideas, is made apparent.
As
for the last question--as
to how a man can be sure that he
has ideas that agree with their objects, I have just pointed
eut, with abundant clearness, that his knowledge arises from
the simple fact, that he has an idea which corresponds with
: its object--in
other words, that truth is its own standard.
: We may add that our mind, in so far as it perceives things
truly, is part of the inSnite intellect of God (II. xi. Coroll.) ;
therefore, the clear and distinct ideas of the mind are as
:necessarily
true as the ideas of God.
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P_oP. XLIV. I_ is no_ in the nature of reaso_ _o vegar3
thin!is as contingent , but as necessary.
Proof.--It is in the nature of reason to perceive things
truly (II. xli.), namely (LAx. vi.), as they are in them.
selves--that is (I. x_x.), not as contingent, but as necessary.

Q.E.D.

Corollary L--Hence it follows, that it is only through
our imagination that we consider things, whether in respect
to the future or the past, as contingent.
Note. How tMs way of looking at things arises, I will
briefly explain. We have shown above (II. xvii. and
Coroll.) that the mind always regards thin_ as present to
itself,_ even though they be not in existence, until some
causes arise which exclude their existence and presence.
Further (1:[.x_Ai.), we showed that, if the human body has
once been affected by two external bodies simultaneously,
the mind, when it afterwards imagines one of the said ex.
ternal bodies, will straightway remember the other--that
is, it will regard both as present to itself, unless there arise
causes which exclude their existence and presence. Further,
no one doubts that we imagine time, from the fact that we
imagine bodies to be moved some more slowly than others,
some more quickly, some at equal speed. Thus, let us
suppose that a child yesterday saw Peter for the first time
in the morning, Paul at noon, and Simon in the evening,;
then, tt_t to-day he a_in sees Peter in the morning. It is
evident, from Tl. Prop. xviii., that, as soon as he sees tke
morning light) he will imagine that the sun will traverse
the same parts of the sky, as it _d when he saw i_ on the
preceding day ; in other words, he will imagine a complete
da._, and, together with his imagination of the morning, he
will imagine Peter; with noon, he will imagine Paul; and
with evening, he will imagine Simon_that
is, he will
ima_dne the existence of Paul and Simon in rel_t4on to a
future time ; on the other hand, if he sees Simon in the
evening, he will refer Peter and Paul to a past time, by
i_taginlng
them simultaneously with the _n
of a
past time. If it should at any time happen, that on some
other evening the child should see James instead of Simon,
he will, on the following morning, associate with his
imagination of evening sometimes Simon, _metimea
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James, no_ both together:
for the child is suppost.d t,,
have seen, at evening, one or other of them, not both tvgerber.
His imagination will therefore waver ; and, with
the imagination
of future evenings, he will associate first
one, then the other--that
is, he will imagine them in the
future, neither of them as certain, but both as contingent.
This wavering of the imagination will be the same, if the
imagination
be concerned with things which we thus contemplate, standing in relation to time past or time present :
consequently, we may imagine things as contingent, whether
they be referred to time present, past, or future.
Gorollary II.--It
is in the nature of reason to perceive
things under a certain form of eternity
(sub _uddam
_ternitatis specie).
Proof.
It is in the nature of reason to regard things.
not as contingent,
but as necessary
(II. xliv.).
Reason
rceives this necessity of things (II. x]L) truly--that
is
Ax. vi.), as it is in itself.
But (I. xvi.) this necessity of
things is the very necessity of the eternal nature of Ged ;
therefore, it is in the nature of reason to regard things
under this form of eternity.
We may add that the bases
of reason are the notions (II. xxxvii_.), which answer to
things common to all, and which (II. xxxvii.) do not answer
to the essence of any particular thing : which must therefore be conceived without any relation to time, under a
certain form of eternity.
PROP. _T,V. JEvery idea of every body, or of every _articular thing actually e_yisting, necessarily i_volves the eternal
and infinite essence of God.
Proof.--The
idea of a particular thing _ctually existing
necessarily involves both the existence and the essence of
the said thing (]7. viii.).
Now particular things cannot be
conceived without God (I. xv.) ; but, inasmuch as (II. vi.)
they have God for their cause, in so far as he is regarded
under the attribute
of which the things in question are
modes, their ideas must necessarily involve (I. Ax. iv.) the
conception of the attribute
of those ideas--that
is (I. vi.),
the eternal and infinite essence of God.
Q_E.D.
Note.--By
existence I do not here mean duration_that
: is, existence in so far a_ it is conceived abstractedly, and as
a certain form of quautity.
I am speaking of the very
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nature of existence,
w]]ichisassignedto paxtieular
lhlng._,
because they follow in infinite numbers and in infinite ways
from the eternal necessity of God's nature (I. xvi.).
I am
speal_ng, I repeat, of the very existence of particular things,
in so far as they are in God. For although each particular
thing be conditioned by another particular
thing to exist in
a given way, yet the force whereby each particular
thing
perseveres m existing follows from the eternal necessity of
God's nature (cf. I. xxiv. Coroll.).
P_oP. XLV[.
The kreowledge of the eternal and infinite
essence of God which every idea involvas is adequate and
perfect.
Proof.--The
proof of the last proposition is universal;
and whether a thing be considered as a part or a whole, the
idea thereof, whether of the whole or of a part (by the last
Prop.), will involve God's eternal
and infinite essence.
Wherefore,
that, which gives knowledge of the eternal and
in'hire essence of GOd, is common to all, and is e_t-__lly in
the part and in the whole; therefore
(IL x_viii.)
this
lmowledge will be adequate.
Q.E.D.
P_oP. X.LV-_. The human mind has an ade_ua2e know.
ledye of the eternal and infinite essence of God.
Proof.--The
human m_nd has ideas ('II. _i_), from which
(IL _i_.) it perceives itself and its own body (]I xix.) and
external bodies (II. xvi. CorolL I. and II. xvii.) as act, ally
existing;
therefore
(II. xlv. xlvi.) it has an adequate
knowledge of the eternal and infinite essence of God.

Q.e.D.
Note.--Hence
we see, that the _nfi_t_ essence and the
eternity of God are known to all. Now as all t.hlngs are
in God, and are conceived through God, we can from _i8
knowledge
infer many ¢_ings, which we may adequately
know, and we may form that third kind of knowledge of
which we spoke in the note to II. xl., and of the excellence and use of which we shall have occasion to speak in
Part V. Men have not so clear a knowledge of God as
they have of general notions, because they are unable to
imagine God as they do bodies, and also because they have
associated the name God with images of th_n_ that they
are in the habit of seeing, as indeed they can hardly avoid
doing, being, as they are, men, and continually affected by
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external bodies.
Many errors, in truth, can be traced to
this head, namely, that we do not apply names to things
rightly.
For instance, when a man says that the lines
drawn from the centre of a circle to its circumference
are
not equal, he then, at all events, assuredly
attaches
a
meaning to the word circle different from that assig_ned b 7
mathematicians.
So a_in, when men make mistakes in
calculation, they have one set of figures in their mind, and
another on the paper.
If we could see into their minds,
they do Dot make a mistake ; they seem to do so, because
we think, that they have the same numbers in their mind
as they have on the paper.
If this were not so, we should
not believe them to be in error, any more than I thought
that a man was in error, whom I lately heard exclaiming
that his entrance hall had flown into a neighbour's
hen,
for his meaning seemed to me sufficiently
clear.
Very
many controversies
have arisen from the fact, that men do
not rightly explain their meaning, or do not rightly interpret the meaning of others.
For, as a matter of fact, as
they flatly contradict
themselves,
they assume now one
side, now another, of the argument, so as to oppose the
opinions, which they consider mistaken and absurd in their
opponents.
_
PROP.
_V_.
In
the mi_l_
there is no absolute or free
ill; but the mind is determined
to wish this or that by a
cause, which has also been determined by another cause, and
this la_ by another cause, and so on to infinity.
Proof.--The
mind is a fixed and definite mode of thought
(H. xi.), therefore it cannot be the free cause of its actions
(I. xvi_. Coroll. it.) ; in other words, it cannot have an absolute faculty of positive or negative volition;
but (by I.
xxviii.) it must be determined
by a cause, which has also
been determined
by another cause, and this last by another,

_.

Q.e.D.

Note.--In
the same way it is proved, that there is in the
mind no absolute faculty of understan_]ing,
desiring, loving,
&c. Whence it follows, that these and siml]ar faculties are
either entirely fictitious, or are merely abstract or general
terms, such as we are accustomed
to put together from
particular things.
Thus the intellect
and the will stand
in the same relation to this or that idea, or this or that
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volition, as "lapidity"
to this or that stone, or as "man '"
to Peter and Paul.
The cause which leads men to con_ider themselves
free has been set forth ill the Appendix
to Part I. But, before I proceed further, I would here
remark that, by the will to affirm and decide, I mean
the faculty, not the desire.
I mean, I repeat, the faculty,
whereby the mind affirms or denies what is true or false,
not the desire, wherewith
the mind wishes for or turns
away from any given thing.
After we have proved, that
these faculties of ours are general notions, which cannot
be distinguished
from the particular instances on which
they are based, we must inquire whether
volitions themselves are anything besides the ideas of things.
We must
inquire, I say, whether
there is in the mind any affirmation or negation beyond that, which the idea, in so far
as it is an idea, involves.
On which subject
see th,
following proposition,
and II. Def. iii., lest the idea of
pictures should suggest itself.
For by ideas I do not mean
images such as are formed at the back of the eye, or in th,_
midst of the brain, but the conceptions of thought.
l_oP. XLIX.
There is in the mind no volition or a_rm_tion and negation, save that which an idea, inasmuch as it i_
an idea, involves.
Proof.--There
is in the raiud no absolute faculty
of
positive or negative volition, but only particular volitions,
namely, this or that affirmation, and this or that negation.
Now let us conceive a particular
volition, namely, the mod,_
of thinking whereby the mind affirms, that the three interio_
angles of a triangle are equal to two right angles.
Thi_
affirmation involves the conception or idea of a triangle,
that is, without the idea of a ta4augle it cannot be conceived.
It is the same thing to say, that the concept,
must involve the concept B, as it is to say, that A cannot I_
conceived without B. Further,
this affirmation cannot b,'
made (II. Ax. iii.) without the idea of a triangle.
Therefore. this affirmation
can neither be nor be conceived,
without
the idea of a triangle.
Again, this idea of
triangle
must involve this same affirmation, namely, that
its three interior angles are equal to two right angles.
_Vherefore, and vice versd, this idea of a triangle
can
neither be nor be conceived without this affirmation, ther,..
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fore, this affirmation belongs to the essence of the idea
of a triangle, and is nothing besides.
What we have Said
of this volition (inasmuch as we have selected it at random)
may be said of any other volition, namely, that it is nothing
but an idea.
Q.E.D.
0oro//ary.--Will
and understanding
are one and th_
same.

Proof.--Will
and understaneling
are nothing beyond the
individual volitions and ideas (II. xlviii, and note).
But a
particular volition and a particular
idea are one and the
same (by the foregoing Prop.) ; therefore, will and understanding are one and the same.
Q.E.D.
__ote.--We
have thus removed
the cause which is com.
monly assigned for error.
For we have shown above, that
falsity consists solely in the privation
of knowledge
involved in ideas which are fragmentary
and confused.
Wherefore, a false idea, inasmuch as it is false, does not
involve certainty.
When we say, then, that a man acquiesces in what is false, and that he has no doubts on the
subject, we do not say that he is certain, but only that he
does not doubt, or that he acquiesces in what is false, inasmuch as there are no reasons, which should cause his
imagination
to waver (see rI. xliv. note).
Thus, although
the man be assumed to acquiesce in what is false, we shall
never Say that he is certain.
For by certainty we mean
something
positive (II. xliii, and note), not merely the
absence of doubt.
However, in order that the foregoing proposition
may
be fully explained, I will draw attention to a few additional
points, and I will furthermore
answer the objections which
may be advanced a_inst
our doctrine.
Lastly, in order
to remove every scruple, I have thought it worth while to
point out some of the advantages,
which follow therefrom.
I say " some," for they will be better appreciated
from
what we shall set forth in the fifth part.
I begin, then, with the first point, and warn my readers
to make an accurate distinction between an idea, or conception of the mind, and the images of things which we
imagine.
It is further necessary that they should distin._lish between idea and words, whereby we signify thing,.
These thrcz
namely, images, word_, and ideas--aa'e
by
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many persons either entirely confused together, or not distinguished with sufficient accuracy or care, and hence people
are generally in ignorance, how absolutely
necessary is a
knowledge of this doctrine of the will, both for philosophic
purposes and for the wise ordering of life. Those who think
that ideas consist in images which are formed in us by contact with external bodies, persuade
themselves
that the
ideas of those things, whereof we can form no mental picture, are not ideas, but only figments, which we invent by
the free decree of our will; they thus regard ideas as
though they were inanimate pictures on a panel, and, filled
with this misconception,
do not see that an idea, inasmuch
as it is an idea, involves an affirmation or negation. Ag_._m
those who confuse words with ideas, or with the affirmation which an idea involves, think that they can wish something contrary to what they feel, affirm, or deny.
Tl_s
misconception
will easily be laid aside by one, who reflects
on the nature of knowledge, and seeing that it in no wise
involves the conception of extension, will therefore clearly
understand,
that an idea (being a mode of thlnlring) does
not consist in the image of anything, nor in words.
The
essence of words and images is put together by bodily
motions,
which in no wise involve the conception of
thought.
These few words on this subject will suffice : I will therefore pass on to consider the objections, which may be raised
against our doctrine.
Of these, the first is advanced by
those, who think that the will has a wider scope than the
understanding,
and that therefore it is different therefrom.
The reason for their holding the belief, that the will has
wider scope than the understanellng,
is that they assert,
that they have no need of an increase in their faculty of
assent, that is of affirmation or negation, in order to assent
to an infinity of things which we do not perceive, but that
they have need of an increase in their faculty of under°
standing.
The will is thus distinguished
from the intellect,
the latter being finite and the former _nfin_te. Secondly,
it may be objected that experience seems to teach us espedally clearly, that we are able to suspend our judgment
before assenting to things which we perceive ; this is confirmed by the fact that no one is said to be deceived, in so
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far as he perceives anything,
but only in so far as he
assents or dissents.
For instance, he who feigns a winged horse, does not
therefore
admit that a winged horse exists; that is, he is
not deceived, unless he admits in addition that a winged
horse does exist.
Nothing therefore
seems to be taught
more clearly by experience, than that the will or faculty of
assent is free and different from the faculty of understand°
ing. Thirdly, it may be objected that one affirmation does
not apparently contain more reality than another;
in other
words, that we do not seem to need for affirming, that what
is true is true, any greater power than for affirming, that
what is false is true.
We have, however, seen that one
idea has more reality or perfectiou
than another, for as
objects are some more excellent than others, so also are the
ideas of them some more excellent than others ; this also
seems to point to a difference between the understanding
and the will.
Fourthly, it may be objected, if man does
not act from free will, what will happen if the incentives
to action are equally balanced, as in the case of Buridan's
ass ? Will he perish of hunger and thirst ? If I say that
he would, I shall seem to have in my thoughts an ass or
the statue of a man rather than an actual man.
If I say
that he would not, he would then determine his own action,
and would consequently possess the faculty of going and
doing whatever he liked.
Other objections might also be
raised, but, as I am not bound to put in evidence everything
that anyone may dream, I will only set myself to the task
of refuting those I have mentioned, and that as briefly as
possible.
To the first objection I answer, that I admit that the will
has a wider scope than the understanding,
if by the understanding be meant only clear and distinct ideas; but I
deny that the win has a wider scope than the perceptions,
and the faculty of forming conceptions ; nor do I see why
the faculty of volition should be caned infinite,any more
than the faculty of feeling : for, as we are able by the same
faculty of volition to affirm an infinite number of things
(one after the other, for we cannot affirm an infinite number
simultaneously),
so also can we, by the same faculty of
feeling, feel or perceive (in succession) an infinite numbe_
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of bodies. If it be said that there is an infinite number of
things which we cannot perceive, I answer, that we cannot
attain to such things by any thinking, nor, consequently,
by any faculty of volition.
But, it may still be urged, if
God wished to bring it about that we should perceive them,
he would be obliged to endow us with a greater faculty of
perception, but not a greater faculty of volition than we
have alre'_ly.
This is the same as to say that, if God wished
to bring it about that we should understand an infinite
number of other entities, it would be necessary for h_m to
give us a greater understanding,
but not a more universal
idea of entity than that which we have already, in order to
grasp such infinite entities.
We have shown that will is a
universal entity or idea, whereby we explain all particular
volitions--in
other words, that which is common to all such
volitions.
As, then, our opponents maintain that this idea, common
or umversal to all volitions, is a faculty, it is little to be
wondered at that they assert, that such a faculty extends
itself into the infinite, beyond the limits of the understanding: for what is umversal is predicated alike of one, of
many, and of an infinite number of individuals.
To the second objection I reply by denying, that we have
a free power of suspending
our judgment : for, w]_en we
say that anyone suspends his judgment, we merely mean
that he sees, that he does not perceive the matter in ques.tion adequately.
Suspension
of judgment
is, therefore,
_ strictly speaking, a perception, and not free will. In order
to illustrate
the point, let us suppose a boy imagining a
horse, and perceiving
nothing
else.
Inasmuch
as this
imagination
involves the existence of the horse (II. xvii.
Coroll.), and the boy does not perceive anything which
would exclude the existence of the horse, he will necessarily
regard the horse as present : he will not be able to doubt
of its existence, although
he be not certain thereof.
We
have daily experience of such a state of things in dreams ;
and I do not suppose that there is anyone, who would
maintain that, while he is dreaming, he has the free power
of suspending
his judgment concerning the things in his
dream, and bringing it about that he should not dream
those th_ngs, which he dreams that he sees ; yet it happens,
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notwithstanding,
that even in dreams we suspend our
judgment, namely, when we dream that we are dreaming.
Further, I grant that no one can be deceived, so far as
actual perception extends--that
is, I grant that the mind's
imaginations, regarded in themselves, do not involve error
(II. xv_., note) ; but I deny, that a man does not, in the
act of perception, make any affirmation.
For what is th_
perception of a winged horse, save affirming that a horse
has wings ? If the mind could perceive notblng else but
the winged horse, it would regard the same as present to
itself : it would have no reasons for doubting its existence,
nor any faculty of dissent, unless the imagination
of a
winged horse be joined to an idea which precludes
the
existence of the said horse, or unless the mind perceives
that the idea which it possesses of a winged horse is inadequate, in which case it will either necessarily deny the
existence of such a horse, or will necessarily be in doubt on
the subject.
I think that I have anticipated
my answer to the third
objection, namely, that the will is something
universal
which is predicated
of all ideas, and that it only signifies
that which is common to all ideas, namely, an affirmation,
whose adequate
essence must, therefore, in so far as it is
thus conceived in the abstract,
be in every idea, and be,
in this respect alone, the same in al_ not in so far as it is
co_idered
as constituting
the idea's essence: for, in this
respect, particular affirmations differ one from the other,
as much as do ideas.
For instance, the affirmation
which
invQlves the idea of a circle, differs from that wlnch involves
idea of a t_riangle, as much as the idea of a circle differs
from the idea of a triangle.
Further, I absolutely deny, that we are in need of an
equal power of thinkin_ to affirm that that which is true is
true, and to affirm that that which is false is true.
These
two affirmations, if we regard the mind, are in the same
relation to one another as being and not-being ; for there is
not_ing l_ositive in ideas,which constitutes the actualrealitv
of falsehood (_ .... _. note, and xlvh. note).
We must therefore conclude, that we are easily deceived,
wtmn we confuse universals with singulars, and the entities
o[ reason.au_ _bstr_tions
with realitie_ As for the fo_'th
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objection, I am quite ready to admit, that a man placed in
the equilibrium described (namely, as perceiving nothing
but hunger and thirst, a certain food and a certain drink,
each equally distant from him) would die of hunger and
thirst. If I am asked, whether such an one should not
rather be considered an ass than a man; I answer, that I
do not know, neither do I know how a man should be
considered, who hangs himself, or how we sholfld consider
children, fools, madmen, &c.
It remains to point out the advantages of a knowledge
of this doctrine as bearing on conduct, and this may be
easily gathered from what has been said. The doctrine is
good,
l. Inasmuch as it teaches us to act solely according to
the decree of God, and to be partakers in the Divine
nature, and so much the more, as we perform more perfect
actions and more and more understand God. Such a doctrine not only completely tranquillizes our spirit, but also
shows us where our highest happiness or blessedness is,
namely, solely in the knowledge of God, whereby we are
led to act only as love and piety shall bid us. We may
thus clearly understand, how far astray from a true estimate of virtue are those who expect to be decorated by
God with high rewards for their virtue, and their best
actions, as for having endured the direst slavery; as if
virtue and the service of God were not in itself happiness
and perfect freedom.
2. Inasmuch as it teaches us, how we ought to conduct
ourselves with respect to the gifts of fortune, or matters
which are not in our own power, and do not follow from
our nature. For it shows us, that we should await and
endure fortune's smiles or frowns with an equal mind,
seeing that all _hings follow from the eternal decree of
God by the same necessity, as it follows from the essence
of a triangle, that the three angles are equal to two right
angles.
3. This doctrine raises social life, inasmuch as i_ teachea
us to hate no man, neither to despise, to deride, to envy,
or to be angry with any. Further, as it tells us that each
should be content with his own, and helpful to his neightour. not from any womanish pity, favour, or superstition,

OF

THE

NATURE

AND

ORIGIN

OF

THE

MIND.

127

but solely by the guidance of reason, according as the time
and occasion demand, as I will show in Part EL
4. Lastly, this doctrine confers no small advantage on
the commonwealth
; for it teaches how citizens should be
governed and led, not so as to become slaves, but so that
they may freely do whatsoever things are best.
I have thus fulfilled the promise made at the beginning
of this note, and I thus bring the second part of my
treatise to a close.
I think I have therein explained the
nature and properties
of the human mind at sufficient
length, and, considering the difficulty of the subject, with
_ufficient clearness.
I have laid a foundation,
whereon
may be raised many excellent conclusions
of the highest
utility and most necessary to be known, as will, in what
follows, be partly made pla_
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on the emotions
on human
seemwriters
to be treating
rather of and
matters
outside conduct
nature
than of natural phenomena following
nature's general
laws.
They appear to conceive man to be situated in
nature as a kingdom within a 1Mnoxlom : for they believe
that he disturbs rather than follows nature's order, that he
has absolute control over his actions, and that he is determined solely by himself.
They attribute human infirmities
and fickleness, not to the power of nature in general, but
to some mysterious
flaw in the nature of man, which
accordingly they bemoan, deride, despise, or, as usually
happens, abuse : he, who succeeds in hitting off the weakness of the human mind more eloquently or more acutely
than his fellows, is looked upon as a seer.
Still there has
been no lack of very excellent men (to whose toil and
industry I confess myself much indebted), who have written
many noteworthy things concerning the right way of life,
and have given much sage advice to mankind.
But no
one, so far as I know, has defined the nature and strength
of the emotions, and the power of the mind against them
for their restraint.
I do not forget, that the illustrious Descartes, though he
believed, that the mind has absolute power over its actions,
strove to explain human emotions by their primary causes,
and, at the same time, to point out a way, by which the
mind might attain to absolute dominion over them.
However, in my opinion, he accomplishes
nothing beyond a
display of the acuteness of his own great intellect, as I
will show in the proper place.
For the present I wish to
revert to those, who would rather abuse or deride human
emotions than understand them. Such persons will, doubt-
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less think it str_,nge that I should attempt to treat of
human vice and folly geometrically, and should wish to
set forth with rigid reasoning those matters
which they
cry out against as repugnant
to reason, frivolous, absurd,
and dreaA£ul.
However, such is my plan.
Nothing comes
to pass in nature, which can be set down to a flaw therein ;
for nature is always the same, and everywhere one and the
same in her efficacy and power of action ; that is, nature's
laws and ordin_.rLecs, whereby all things come to pass and
change from one form to another, are everywhere and
always the same;
so that there should be one and the
same method of understanding
the nature of all things
whatsoever, namely, through nature's
universal laws and
rules.
Thus the passions of hatred, anger, envy, and so
on, considered in themselves,
follow from this same necessity and efficacy of nature;
they answer to certain
definite causes, through which they are understood,
and
possess certain properties as worthy of being known as the
properties of anything else, whereof the contemplation
in
itself affords us delight.
I shall, therefore, treat of the
nature and strength of the emotions according to the same
method, as I employed
heretofore
in my investigations
concerning
God and the mind.
I shall consider human
actions and desires in exactly the same manner, as though
I were concerned with lines, planes, and solids.
X)EFINITIONS,

" I. By an adequate cause, I mean a cause through which
its effect can be clearly and distinctly perceived.
By an
inadequate or partial cause, I mean a cause through wtrieh,
by itself, its effect cannot be understood.
IX. I say that we act when anything
takes place, either
within us or externally to us, whereof we are the adequate
cause;
that is (by the foregoing definition) when through
our nature something takes place within us or externally
to us, which can through our nature alone be clearly and
distinctly understood.
On the other hn.nd, I say that we
are passive as regards something when that something
takes place within us, or follows from our nature externally,
we being only the partial cause.
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ILl. By emot/on I mean the modifications
of the body,
whereby the active power of the said body is increased
or diminished, aided or constrained, and also the ideas of
such modifications.
N.B. If we can be the adequate cause of any of these
modifications, I then call the emotion an activity, otherwise I call it a passion, or state wherein the mind is
passive.
POSTULATES.

I. The human body can be affected in many ways,
whereby its power of activity is increased or dimlnished,
and also in other ways which do not render its power of
activity either greater or less.
N.B. This postulate or axiom rests on Postulate i. and
Lemmas v. and vii., which see after IX. xiii.
II. The human body can undergo many changes, and,
nevertheless,
retain the impressions or traces of objects
(cf. II. Post. v.), and, consequently, the same images of
things (see note H. xvii.).
PROP. I, O/_r mind is in certain cases active, and in
eertain cases passive.
Iv so far as it has adequate ideas it is
necessarily active, and in so far as it has inadequate ideas, it
is necessarily passive.
Proof.--In
every human mind there axe some adequate
ideas, and some ideas that axe fragmentary
and confused
(II. xl. note)
Those ideas which axe adequate
in the
mind are adequate also in God, inasmuch as he constitutes
the essence of the mind (II. x]. Goroll.), and those which
are inadequate
in the mind axe likewise (by the same
CoroU.) adequate in GOd, not inasmuch as he confabs in
himself the essence of the given mind alone, but as he, at the
same time, contains the minds of other things.
Again, from
any given idea some effect must necessarily follow (I. 36) ;
of this effect God is the adequate cause (III. Def. i.), not
inasmuch as he is infinite, but inasmuch as he is conceived
as affected by the given idea (II. ix.).
But of that effect
whereof God is the cause, inasmuch as he is affected by an
idea which is adequate in a given mind, of that effect, I repeat, the mind in question is the adequate cause (II. xi.
Coroll.).
Therefore our mind, in so far as it has adequate
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ideas (]:II. Def. il.), is in certain cases necessarily active ;
this was our first point.
Again, whatsoever
uecessarilv
follows from the idea which is adequate in God, not b) *
virtue of his possessing in himself the mind of one man
only, but by virtue of his containing,
together with the
mind of that one man. the minds of other things also, of
such an effect (]_. xi. Coroll.) the mind of the given man is
not an adequate,
but only a partial cause; thus (]:IX.
I)ef. ii.) the mind, inasmuch as it has inadequate ideas, is
in certain cases necessarily passive; this was our second
point.
Therefore our mind, &c. Q.E.D.
Coro//ary.--Hence
it follows that the mind is more or
less liable to be acted upon, in proportion
as it possesses
inadequate
ideas, and, contrariwise, is more or less active
in proportion as it possesses adequate ideas.
P_oP. II. Body cannot determine mind to think, neither
can mind determine body to motion or rest or any state
different from these, if such there be.
Proof.--All
modes of thi_l_ing have for their cause God,
by virtue of his being a thinking thing, and not by virtue
of his being displayed under any other attribute (II. vi.).
That, therefore, which determines the mind to thought is a
mode of thought, and not a mode of extension ; that is (II.
Def. i.), it is not body.
This was our first point.
Again,
the motion and rest of a body must arise from another
body, which has also been determined to a state of motion
or rest by a third body, and absolutely everything
which
takes place in a body must spring from God, in so far as
he is regarded as affected by some mode of extension, and
not by some mode of thought (IX. vi.) ; that is, it cannot
spring from the mind, which is a mode of thought.
This
was our second point.
Therefore body cannot determine
mind, _c.
Q.E.D.
Note.--This
is made more clear by what was said in the
note to II. vii., namely, that mind and body are one and
_he same t_ing, conceived first under the attribute
of
thought,
secondly, under the attribute of extension.
Thus
it follows that the order or concatenation
of things is identical, whether nature be conceived under the one attribute
or the other ; consequently
the order of states of activity
and passivity in our body is simultaneous
in nature with
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the order of statesof activity
and passivi_in the mlnd.
The same conclusionisevidentfrom the manner in which
we proved IL xii.
Nevertheless,
though such is the case, and though there
be no further room for doubt, I cam scarcely believe, until
the fact is proved by experience, that men can be induced
to consider the question calmly and fairly, so firmly are
they convinced that it is merely at the bidding of the mind,
that the bedy is set in motion or at rest, or performs a
variety of actions depending
solely on the mind's will or
the exercise of thought.
However, no one has hitherto laid
down the limits to the powers of the body, that is, no one
has as yet been taught by experience what the body can
accomplish solely by the laws of nature, in so far as she is
regarded as extension.
I_o one hitherto
has gained such
an accurate knowledge of the bodily mechanism, that he
can explain all its functions ; nor need I call attention to
the fact that many actions axe observed
in the lower
animals, which far transcend
human sagacity, and that
somnambulists
do many things in their sleep, which they
would not venture to do when awake: these instances are
enough to show, that the body can by the sole laws of its
nature do many things which the r_ind wonders at.
Again, no one knows how or by what means the mind
moves the body, nor how many various degrees of motion
it can impart to the body, nor how quickly it can move
it. Thus, when men say that this or that physical action
has its origin in the mind, which latter has dominion
over the body, they axe using words without meaning, or are
confessing in specious phraseology
that they are ig-aora_t
of the cause of the said action, and do not wonder at it.
But, they will say, whether we know or do not know the
means whereby the mind acts on the body, we have, at any
rate, experience of the fact that unless the human mind is
in a fit state to think, the body remains inert.
Moreover,
we have experience, that the mind alone can determine
whether we speak or are silent, and a variety of similar
states which, accordingly, we say depend on the mind's
decree.
But, as to the first point, I ask such objectors,
whether experience does not also teach, that if the body bo
inactive the mind is simultaneously
unfi_d
for thinldng ?
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For when the body is at rest in sleep, the mind simultaneously is in a state of torpor also, and has no power of
thinking, such as it possesses when the body is awake._
Again, I think everyone's experience will confirm the statement, that the mind is not at all times equally fit for
thinking on a given subject, but according as the body is
more or less fitted for being stimulated
by the image of
this or that object, so also is the mind more or less fitted
for contemplating the said object.
But, it will be urged, it is impossible that solely from
the laws of nature considered as extended substance, we
should be able to deduce the causes of buildings, pictures,
and things of that kind, which are produced only by human
art ; nor would the human body, unless it were determined
and led by the mind, be capable of building a single temple.
However, I have just pointed out that the objectors cannot
fix the llmlts of the body's power, or say what can be concluded from a consideration of its sole nature, whereas they
have experience of many things being accomplished solely
by the laws of nature, which they would never have believed
possible except under the direction of mind : such are the
actions performed
by somnambulists
while asleep, and
wondered at by their performers when awake.
I would
further call attention to the mechanism of the human body,
which far surpasses in complexity all that has been put
together by human art, not to repeat what I have already
shown, namely, that from nature, under whatever attribute
she be considered, _nflnlte results follow. As for the second
objection, I submit that the world would be much happier,
if men were as fully able to keep silence as they are to
speak.
Experience abundantly shows that men can govern
anything more easily than their tongues, and restrain anything more easily than their appetites;
whence it comes
about that many believe, that we are only free in respect to
objects which we moderately desire, because our desire for
such can easily be controlled by the thought of something
else frequently remembered,
but that we are by no means
free in respect to what we seek with violent emotion, for
our desire cannot then be allayed with the remembrance of
anything else. However, unless _uch persons had proved
by experience that we do many things which we afterwards
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repent of, and again that we often, when assailed by contrary emotions, see the better and follow the worse, there
would be nothing to prevent their believing that we are
free in all things.
Thus an infant believes that of its own
free will it desires milk, an angry child believes that it
freely desires vengeance, a timid child believes that ikfreely
desires to run away ; further, a drunken man believes that
he utters from the free decision of his mind words which,
when he is sober, he would willingly have withheld : thus,
too, a delirious
man, a garrulous
woman, a child, and
others of like complexion, believe that they speak from the
free decision of their mind, when they are in reality unable
to restrain their impulse to talk. Ex_rience
_aches us no
less clearly than reason, that men l_elieve themselves to be
free, simply because they are conscious of their actions, and
unconscious
of the causes whereby those actions are determined;
and, further,
it is plain that the dictates of the
mind are but another name for the appetites, and therefore
vary according to the varying state of the body.
Everyone shapes his actions according to his emotion, those who
are assailed by conflicting emotions know not what they
wish; those who are not attacked
by any emotion are
readily swayed this way or that.
All these considerations
clearly show that a mental decision and a bodily appetite,
or determined
state, are simultaneous,
or rather are one
and the same th_ng, which we call decision, when it is regarded
under and explained
through
the attribute
of
thought, and a conditioned state, when it is regarded under
the attribute of extension, and deduced from the laws of
motion and rest.
This will appear yet more pl.qlnly in the
sequel. For the present I wish to call attention to another
point, namely, that we cannot act by the decision of the
mind, unless we have a remembrance
of having done so.
-_-For
instance, we cannot say a word without remembering
that we have done so. Again, it is not within the free
power of the mind to remember or forget a thing at will.
Therefore the freedom of the mind must in any case be
limited to the power of uttering or not uttering something
which it remembers.
But when we dream that we speak,
we believe that we speak from a free decision of the mind,
yet we do uot speak, or, if we do, it is by a spontaneous
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motion of the body.
Again, we dream that we are conoealing something, and we seem to act from the same decision
of the rn_nd as that, whereby we keep si]ence when awake
concerning something
we know.
Lastly, we dream that
from the free decision of our mind we do something, which
we should not dare to do when awake.
Now I should like to know whether there be in the mind
two sorts of decisions, one sort illusive, and the other sort
free ? If our folly does not carry us so far as this, we must
necessarily admit, that the decision of the mind, which is
believed to be free, is not distinguishable
from the imagination or memory, and is nothing more than the affirmation,
which an idea, by virtue of being an idea, necessarily revolves (II. xlix.).
Wherefore
these decisions of the mind
arise in the mind by the same necessity, as the ideas of
things actually existing.
Therefore those who believe, that
they speak or keep silence or act in any way from the
free decision of their _n]nd, do but dream with their eves
open.
$ PROP. 11I The activities of the mi_d arise solely .fr(_
adequate ideas ; the 29assive states of the mind depend solely
on inadequate ideas.
Proof.--The
first element, which constitutes
the essence
of the mind, is nothing else but the idea of the actually
existent body (II. xi. and xiii.), which (II. xv.) is compounded of many other ideas, whereof some are adequate
and some inadequate
(II. xxix. Coroll., II. xxxviii. Coroll ).
Whatsoever
therefore
follows from the nature of mind,
and has mind for its proximate
cause, through
which it
must be understood, must necessarily follow either from an
adequate or from an inadequate idea.
But in so far as the
mind (III. i.) has inadequate ideas, it is necessarily passive:
wherefore the activities
of the mind follow solely from
adequate ideas, and accordingly the mind is only passive
in so fax as it has inadequate ideas.
Q.E.D.
Note.--Thus
we see, that passive states are not attributed
to the mind, except in so fax as it contains something involving negation, or in so far as it is regarded as a part. of
nature, which cannot be clearly and distinctly perceived
through itself without other parts : I could thus show, that
passive states are attributed
to individual
th_ngs in th_
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same way that they are attributed
to the mind, and that
they cannot otherwise be perceived, but my purpose is
solely to treat of the human mind.
PROP. IV. 1Vothing ca_ be destroyed, ezee2t by a cause ez.
ternal to itself.
Proof.--This
proposition
is self-evident,
for the definition of anything
affirms the essence of that thing, but
does not negative it; in other words, it postulates
the
essence of the thing, but does not take it away.
So long
therefore as we regard only the thing itself, without taking
into account external causes, we shall not be able to find in
it anytlfing which could destroy it.
Q.E.D.
PROP. V. Things are naturally contrary, that is, cannot
e_ist in the same object, in so far as one is caTable of destroying the other.
Proof.--If
they could agree together or co-exist in the
same object, there would then be in the said object something which could destroy it; but this, by the foregoing
proposition, is absurd, therefore things, &c. Q.E.D.
PROP. _I. Everything, in so far as it is in itself, endeavours to persist in its own being.
Proof.
Individual
things are modes whereby the attributes of God are expressed in a given determinate
manner
(I. xxv. Coroll.) ; that is (I. Y_dv.), they are things which
express in a given determinate
manner the power of God,
whereby God is and acts ; now no thing contains in itself
anything
whereby it can be destroyed, or which can take
away its existence (HI. iv.) ; but contrariwise
it is opposed
to all that could take away its existence (ILL v.).
Therefore, iu so fax as it can, and in so far as it is in itself,
it endeavours to persist in its own being.
Q.E.D.
PROP. VII. The endeavour, wherewith everything endeavours
to persist in its own being, is nothing else but the actual essence
of the thing in question.
Proof.--From
the given essence of any thing certain consequences necessarily follow (I. xxxvi,), nor have things
any power save such as necessarily
follows from their
nature as determinod
(I. xxix.) ; wherefore the power of
any given thing, or the endeavour whereby, either alone or
with other things, it acts, or endeavours
to act, that is
(HI. vi.), the power or endeavour, wherewith it endeavours
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to persist in its own being, is nothing else but the given or
actual essence of the thing in question.
Q.E.D.
P_oP. ¥-I_. The endeavour, whereby a thing endeavours to
persist in its being, involves no finlte time, but an indefinite time.
Proof.--If
it involved a limited time, which should determine the duration of the thing, it would then follow solely
from that power whereby the thing exists, that the thing
could not exist beyond the limits of that time, but that it
must be destroyed ; but this (HI. iv.) is absurd.
Wherefore the endeavour
wherewith
a thing exists involves no
definite time; but, contrariwise,
since (HI. iv.) it will
by the same power whereby it already exists always continue to exist, unless it be destroyed
by some external
cause, this endeavour involves an indefinite time.
PROP. IX. The mind, both i_ so far as it has clear and
distinct ideas, and also in so far as it has confused ideas, endeavours to persist in its being for an indefinite Teriod, and
of this endeavour it is conscious.
Proof.--The
essence of the mind is constituted
by adequate and inadequate ideas (Ill. iii.), therefore (HI. vii.),
both in so far as it possesses the former, and in so far as
it possesses the latter, it endeavours
to persist in its own
being, and that for an indefinite time (III. vin.). Now as
the mind (II. _5ii.) is necessarily conscious of itself through
the ideas of the modifications of the body, the mind is therefore (]I1. vii.) conscious of its own endeavour.
Note.--This
endeavour, when referred solely to the mind,
is called will, when referred to the mind and body in conjunction it is called appetite ; it is, in fact, nothing else but
man's essence, from the nature of which necessarily follow
all those results which tend to its preservation ; and which
man has thus been determined
to perform.
Further, between appetite and desire there is no difference, except that the term desire is generally applied to
men, in so far as they are conscious of their appetite, and
may accordingly be thus defined: Desire is appetite with
eonsciousne_ thereof.
It is thus plain from what has been
said, that in no case do we strive for, wish for, long for,
or desire anything, because we deem it to be good, but on
the other hand we deem a thing to be good, because we
strive for it, wish for it, long for it, or desire it.
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PROP. X. An idea, which e_eludes the ezistsuve of our body,
cannot be postulated in our mind, but is contrary thereto.
Proof._Whatsoever
can destroy our body, cannot be
postulated
therein
(HI. v.). Therefore
neither can the
idea of such a thing occur in God, in so far as he has the
idea of our body (IL ix. Coroll.) ; that is (II. xi. xiii.), the
idea of that thing cannot be postulated
as in our mind,
but contrariwise, since (II. xi. _iii.) the first element, that
constitutes
the essence of the mind, is the idea of the
human body as actually existing, it follows that the first
and chief endeavour of our mind is the endeavour to affirm
the existence of our body: thus, an idea, which negatives
the existence of our body, is contrary to our rnlnd, &c_

Q.E.D.

"_

PROP. XI. Whatsoeve_ increases or diminishes, belays or
hinders the power of activity in our body, the idea thereof in_
creases or diminishes, helps or hinders the power of thouffht iu
our mind.
P_,oof.--This proposition is evident from II. vii. or from
II. xiv.
_ote.--Thus
we see, that the mind can undergo many
changes, and can pass sometimes to a state of greater perfection, sometimes to a state of lesser perfection.
These
passive states of transition explain to us the emotions of
pleasure and pain.
By pleasure therefore in the following
propositions I shall signify a passive state wherein the mind
passes to a greater perfection.
By pain I shall signify a
passive state wherein the mind passes to a lesser perfection.
Further, the emotion of pleasure in reference to the body
and mind together I shall call stimulation
(titillatio) or
merriment (hilaritas), the emotion of pa_ in the same relation I shall call suffering or melancholy.
But we must
bear in mind, that stimulation
and suffering are attributed
to man, when one part of his nature is more affected than
the rest, merriment
and melancholy,
when all l_rts are
alike affected.
What I mean by desire I have explained
in the note to Prop. ix. of this part ; beyond these three
I recognize no other primary emotion;
I will show as I
proceed, that all other emotions arise from t_hese three.
But, before I go further, I should like here to explain at
greater length Prop. x. of this part, in order that we may
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clearly understand
how one idea is contrary to another.
In
the note to H. xvii. we sho wed that the idea, which constitutes
the essence of mind, involves the existence of body, so long
as the body itself exists.
Again, it follows from what we
1)ointed out in the Coroll. to IL viii., that the present existence of our mind depends solely on the fact, that the nnnd
involves the actual existence
of the body.
Lastly, we
showed (II. xvii. xvhi. and note) that the power of the
mind, whereby it imagines and remembers things, also depends on the fact, that it involves the actual existence of
the body. Whence it follows, that the present existence of
the mind and its power of imagining are removed, as soon
as the mind ceases to affirm the present existence of the
body.
Now the cause, why the mind ceases to affirm this
existence of the body, cannot be the mind itself .(]]I. iv.),
nor again the fact that the body ceases to exist.
For
(by IL vi.) the cause, why the mind affirms the existence of
the body, is not that the body began to exist ; therefore,
for the same reason, it does not cease to affirm the existence of the body, because the body ceases to exist ; but
(II. xvii.) this result follows from another idea, which excludes the present existence of our body and, consequently,
of our mind, and winch is therefore
contrary to the idea
onstituting
the essence of our mind.
PROP. XII. The mind. as far as it can, endeavours to
conceive those things, which increase or he4_pthe power of
activity in the body.
Proof.--So
long as the human body is affected in a
mode, which involves the nature of any external body, the
human mind will regard that external body as present
(II. xvii.), and consequently (IL vii.), so long as the human
mind regards an external body as present, that is (IL xvii.
note), conceives it, the human body is affected in a mode,
which involves the nature of the said external body ; thus so
long as the mind conceives things, which increase or hel 1) the
power of activity in our body, the body is affected in modes
which increase or help its power of activity (III. Post i.) ;
consequently
(]XI. xi.) the mind's power of thinking is for
that period increased or helped. Thus (III. vi. ix.) the mind,
as far as it can, endeavours to imagine such things. Q.E.D.
l_oP. XIII.
Wheu the mind conceiv_ things which d_-
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mi_ish or hinder the body's power of activity, it endeavours,
as far as possible, to remember things which ezelude the ex_.
fence of the first-named
things.
Proof.--So
long as the mind conceives anything of the
kind alluded to, the power of the mind and body is
diminished
or constrained
(cf. HI. xii. Proof); nevertheless it will continue to conceive it, until the mind conceives something else, which excludes the present existence
thereof (II. xvii.) ; that is (as I have just shown), the power
of the mind and of the body is diminished,
or constraSned,
until the mlnd conceives something
else, which excludes
the existence of the former thing conceived: therefore the
mind (]2[I. ix.), as far as it can, will endeavour to conceive
or remember the latter.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.
Hence it follows, that the mind shrinks from
conceiving those things, which diminish or constrain the
power of itself and of the body.
l_ote.--From
what has been said we may clearly understand the nature of Love and Hate.
Love is nothing else
but pleasure accompanied by the idea of an external cause:
Hate is nothing else but pain accompanied by the idea of an
e_eternal cause.
We further see, that he who loves necessarily endeavours to have, and to keep present to him, the
object of his love ; while he who hates endeavours
to remove and destroy the object of his hatred.
But I will
treat of these matters at more length hereafter.
PROP. XIV. If the mind has once been affected by two
emotions at the same time, it will, whenever it is afterwaxds
affected by one of the two, be also affected by the other.
Proof.--If
the human body has once been affected by t_vo
bodies at once, whenever afterwards
the mind conceives
one of them, it will straightway
remember
the other also
(II. xviii.).
But the mind's conceptions
indicate rather
the emotions of our body than the nature of external
bodies (II. xvi. Coroll. ii.) ; therefore, if the body, and consequently the mind (HI. Def. iii.) has been once affected by
two emotions at the same time, it will, whenever it is afterwards affected by one of the two, be also affected by the other.
PROP. XV. Anything can, accidentally,
be the cause of
pleasure, pain, or desire.
Proof--Let
it be granted that the mind is simultaneously
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affected by two emotions, of which one neither increases
nor diminishes
its power of activity, and the other does
either increase or diminish the said power (III. Post. i.).
From the foregoing proposition it is evident that. whenever
the mind is afterwards affected by the former, through its
true cause, which (by hypothesis)
neither increases nor
diminishes its power of action, it will be at the same time
affected by the latter, which does increase or diminish its
power of activity, that is (Eli. xi. note) it will be affected
with pleasure or pain. Thus the former of the two emotions
will, not through
itself, but accidentally, be the cause of
pleasure or pain.
In the same way also it can be easily
shown, that a thing may be accidentally
the cause of
desire.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--Simply
from the fact that we have regarded
a thing with the emotion of pleasure or pain, though that
thing be not the efficient cause of the emotion, we can
either love or hate it.
Proof.nFor
from this fact alone it arises (HI. xiv.), that
the mind afterwards conceiving the said thing is affected
with the emotion of pleasure
or pain, that is (11I xi.
note), according as the power of the mind and body may
be increased or dSrnlnlshed, &c. ; and consequently
(IiI.
xii.), according
as the mind may desire or shrink from
the conception of it (]:II. _ili. Coroll.), in other words
(Eli. xiii. note), according as it may love or hate the same.

Q.E.D.

Note.--ttence
we wxderstaaxd how it may tmppen, that
we love or hate a thing without any cause for our emotion
being known to us ; merely, as the phrase is, from sympathy
or antipathy.
We should refer to the same category those
objects, which affect us pleasurably
or painfully,
simply
because they resemble other objects which affect us in the
same way.
This I will show in the next Prop.
I am
aware that certa_ authors, who were the first to introduce
these terms
" sympathy"
and "antipathy,"
wished to
signify thereby some occult qualities in things ; nevertheless I think we may be permitted to use the same texans to
indicate known or manifest qualities.
PROP. _
Simply from the fact that we conceive, that a
ffiven object has some l_oin_ of _'esemblance w;:th another object
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which is wont to affect the mind plea_arably
or palm,fully,
although the point of resemblance be not the e_cient cause oj
the said emotions, we shall still regard the first-named
object
with love or hate.
Proof.
The point of resemblance was in the object Coy
hypothesis), when we regarded it with pleasure or pain,
thus (III. xiv.), when the mind is affected by the image
thereof, it will straightway be affected by one or the other
emotion, and consequently
the thing, which we perceive
to have the same point of resemblance, will be accidentally
(III. xv.) a cause of pleasure or pain.
Thus Coy the foregoing Corollary), althongh the point in which the two objects
resemble one another be not the efficient cause of the
emotion, we shall still regard the first-named object with
love or hate.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XVII. I/we conceive that a thing, which is wont to
affect us painfully, has any point of resemblance with another
thing which is wont to affect us with an equalby strong
emotion of pleasure, we shall hate the first-named thing, and
at the same time we shall love it.
Proof.--The
given thing is Coy hypothesis)
in itself a
cause of pain, and (HI. xiii. note), in so far as we imu,g_ne
it with this emotion, we shall hate it : further, inasmuch as
we conceive that it has some point of resemblance to something else, which is wont to affect us with an equally strong
emotion of pleasure, we shall with an equally strong impulse of pleasure love it (HI. xvi.); thus we shM1 both
hate and love the same thing.
Q.E.D.
Note.--This
disposition of the mind, which arises from
two contrary emotions, is called vacillation;
it stands to
the emotions in the same relation as doubt does to the
mmgination
(H. xliv. note); vacillation and doubt do not
differ one from the other, except as greater differs from
less.
But we must bear in mind that I have deduced this
vacillation from causes, which give rise through themselves
to one of the emotions, and to the other a_cidentally.
I
have done this, in order that they might be more easily
deduced from what went before; but I do not deny that
vacillation of the disposition generally arises from an object,
which is the efficient cause of both emotions.
The human
body is composed (II. Post. i.) of a variety of individual
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parts of different nature, and may therefore
(Ax. i after
Lemma iii. after II. xiii.) be affected in a variety of different
ways by one and the same body ; and contrariwise,
as one
and the same thing can be affected in many ways, it can
also in many different ways affect one and the same part
of the body.
Hence we can easily conceive, that one and
the same object may be the cause of many and conflicting
¢motions.
PROP.
XVIX_.
A _T_an _ 0,8 much affected pleasurably
or
painfully by the image of a thing _ast ar future as by the
image of a thing 1_resent.
Proof.--So
long as a man is affected by the image of
anything, he will regard that thing as present, even though
it be non-existent
(IL xvii. and Coroll.), he will not conceive it as past or future, except in so far as its image is
joined to the image of time past or future (II. xllv. note).
Wherefore
the image of a thing, regarded in itself alone,
is identical, whether it be referred to time past, time future,
or time present;
that is (II. xvi. Coroll.), the disposition
or emotion of the body is identical, whether the image be
of a thing past, future, or present.
Thus the emotion of
pleasure or pain is the same, whether the image be of a
thing past or future.
Q.E.D.
Note/.--I
call a thing past or future, according as we
either have been or shall be affected thereby.
For instance,
according as we have seen it, or are about to see it, according as it has recreated us, or will recreate us, according as
it has harmed us, or will harm us. For, as we thus conceive it, we affirm its existence ; that is, the body is affected
by no emotion which excludes the existence of the thing.
and therefore (H. xvii.) the body is affected by the image
of the thing, in the same way as if the thing were actually
present.
However, as it generally happens that those, who
have had many experiences, vacillate, so long as they regard
a thing as future or past, and are usually in doubt about
its issue (II. xliv. note) ; it follows that the emotions which
arise from similar images of things are not so constant,
but are generally disturbed
by the images of other things,
until men become assured of the issue.
Note II.--From
what has just been said, we understand
what is meant by the terms Hope, Fear, Confidence
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Degl_ir, Joy, and Disappointment.'
Hope is nothing else
but an inconstant pleasure, arising from the image of some.
thing future or past, whereof we do not yet know the issue.
Fear, on the other hand, is an inconstant pain also arising
from the image of something concerning which we are in doubt.
If the element of doubt be removed from these emotions,
hope becomes Confidence and fear becomes Des_pair. In
other words, Pleasure or Pain arising from the image of
something concerning which we have hoped or feared.
Again,
Joy is Pleasure arising from the image of something past
whereof we doubted the issue.
I)isaTpointment
is the Paiu
opposed to Joy.
PROP. XT_, He who conceives that the object of his love is
gestroyed will feel Tain ; if he conceives that it is preserved
he will feel pleasure.
Proof.--The
mind, as far as possible, endeavours to conceive those things which increase or help the body's power
of activity (HI. xii.) ; in other words (]II. xii. note), those
things which it loves.
But conception is helped by those
things which postulate the existence of a thing, and contrariwise is hindered by those which exclude the existence
of a thing (II. xvii.) ; therefore the images of things, which
postulate the existence of an object of love, help the mind's
endeavour
to conceive the object of love, in ether words
(HI. xi. note), affect the mind pleasurably;
contrariwise
those things, which exclude the existence of an object of
love, hinder the aforesaid
mental endeavour;
in other
words, affect the mind painfully.
He, therefore, who conceives that the object of his love is destroyed will feel pain,
&c. Q.E.D.
PROf. XX. He who conceives that the object of his hate is
dest_'oyed will feel pleasure.
Proof.--The
mind (III. xiii.) endeavours
to conceive
those things, which exclude the existence of things whereby
the body's power of activity is _imi_ished or constrained ;
that is (III. xiii. note), it endeavours
to conceive such
things as exclude the existence of what it hates;
therefore the image of a thing, which excludes the existence of
what the mind hates, hellas the aforesaid mental effort, in
* Ca_c/c_t/_ morse--thus rendered by Mr. Pollock.
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other words (-HI. xi. note), affects the mind pleasurably.
Thus he who conceives that the object of his hate is
destroyed will feel pleasure.
Q.E.D.
PROP. _l.
He who conceives, that the object of his love is
affected pleasurably
or 2ainfully,
will himself be affected
Tteasurably or painfully ; and the one or the other emotion
will be greater or less in the lover according as it is greater
or less in the thing loved.
Proof.--The
images of things (as we showed in ]:[I. xix )
which postulate
the existence of the object of love, help
the mind's endeavour
to conceive the said object.
But
pleasure
postulates
the existence
of something
feeling
pleasure, so much the more in proportion as the emotion
of pleasure is greater;
for it is (HI. xi. note) a transition
to a greater perfection;
therefore the image of pleasure in
the object of love helps the mental endeavour of the lover ;
that is, it affects the lover pleasurabl) _, and so much the
more, in proportion as this emotion may have been greater
in the object of love.
This was our first point.
Further,
in so far as a thing is affected with pain, it is to that extent
destroyed, the extent being in proportion to the amount of
pain (HI. xi. note) ; therefore (]XI. xix.) he who conceives,
that the object of his love is affected painfull) _, will himself be affected painfully, in proportion as the said emotion
is greater or less in the object of love.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XXI].
If we conceive that anything pleasurably
affects some object of our love, we shall be affected with lore
towards that thing.
Contrariwise, if we conceive that it _ffects an object of our love Tainfully,
we shall be affected with
hatred towards it.
Proof.--He,
who affects pleasurably
or p,.infully the object of our love, affects us also pleasurably
or painfully:that is, if we conceive the loved object as affected with the
said pleasure or pain (HI. xxi.). But this pleasure or pain
is postulated to come to us accompanied by the idea of an
external cause; therefore
(III. xiii. note), if we conceive
that anyone affects an object of our love pleasurably or
painfully, we shall be affected with love or hatred toward
him.
Q./{7.D.
i_rote.--Prop, xxl. exp]aln_ to us the nature of Pity, which
IL
L
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we may define as pain arising from another's hurt. What
term we can use for pleasure arising from another's gain, I
]_now not.
We will call the love towards him who confers a benefit on
another, Approval ; and the hatred towards him who injures
o aother, we will call Indignation.
We must further
remark, that we not only feel pity for a thing which we have
loved (as shown in HI. xxi.), but also for a thing which we
have hitherto regarded without emotion, provided that we
deem that it resembles ourselves (as I will show presently).
Thus, we bestow approval on one who has benefited anything resembling ourselves, and, contrariwise, are malignant
with him who has done it an injuu.
PROP. X_)_YI-[. He who conceives, that an object of his
t_afred _s Tainfully
affected, will feel pleasure.
Contrar_wise, if he thinks that the said object is pleasurably affected,
he will feel pain.
Each of these emotions will be greater or
less, according as its contrary is greater or less in the object
of hatred.
Proof.--In
so far as an object of hatred is painfully
affected, it is destroyed, to an extent proportioned
to the
strength of the pain (III. xi. note). Therefore, he (III. xx.)
who conceives, that some object of his hatred is painfully
affected, will feel pleasure, to an extent proportioned
to the
amount of pain he conceives in the object of his hatred.
This was our first point.
Again, pleasure postulates
the
existence of the pleasurably
affected thing (HI. xi. note),
in proportion
as the pleasure is greater or less. If anyone
imagines
that an object of his hatred
is pleasurably
affected, this conception (]:II. xiii.) will tfinder his own endeavour to persist ; in other words (HI. xi. note), he who
hates will be painfully affected.
Q.E.D.
Note.-- This pleasure can scarcely be felt unalloyed, and
without any mental conflict.
For (as I am about to show
in Prop. xxvii.), in so far as a man conceives that something
similar to himself is affected by pain, he will himself be
affected in like manner; and he will have the contrary
emotion
in contrary circumstances.
But here we are
regarding hatred only.
PROP. _XTV. If we conceive that anyone pleasurably af.
fects an object of our h_te, we shall fee] hatred toward._ him
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also.
If we conceive that he TainfuUy affects the said object,
_ve shall feel love towards him.
Proof.--This
proposition
is proved in the same way as
I_. xxii., which see.
_Vote.--These and similar emotions of hatred are attrib_ltable to envy, which, accordingly,
is nothing else but
hatred, in so far as it is regarded as disTosing a man to
_'ejoice in another's hurt, and to grieve at another's advantage.
PROP. XXV. We endeavour to a_rm, concerning ourselves,
and concerning what we love, everything that we conceive to
affect pleasurably ourselves, or the loved object. Contrariwise,
_ve endeavour to negative everything, which we conceive to
_ffect painfully ourselves or the loved object.
Proof.--That,
which we conceive to affect an object of our
love pleasurably
or painfully, affects us also pleasurably or
painfully (III. xxi.).
But the mind (]II. xii.) endeavours,
as far as possible, to conceive those things which affect us
pleasurably;
in other words (IX. xvii. and Coroll.), it endeavours
to regard them as present.
And, contrariwise
(III. xiii.), it endeavours
to exclude the existence of such
things as affect us painfully;
therefore, we endeavour to
affirm concerning
ourselves, and concerning the loved object, whatever we conceive to affect ourselves, or the loved
object pleasurably.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XXVI.
We endeavour to a_rm, concerning that
which we hate, everything which we conceive to affect it painfully ; and, contrariwise, we endeavour to deny, concerning
it, everything which we conceive to affect it pleasurably.
Proof.--This
proposition
follows from IiI. xxiii., as the
foregoing proposition followed from HI. xxi.
Note.--Thus
we see that it may readily happen, that a
1nan may easily think too highly of himself, or a loved
object, and, contrariwise,
too meanly of a hated object.
This feeling is called pride, in reference to the man who
thinks too highly of himself, and is a species of madness,
wherein a man dreams with his eyes open, thinking that he
can accomplish all things that fall within the scope of his
conception, and thereupon accounting them real, and exulting in them, so long as he is unable to conceive anything
_vhich excludes their existence, and determines
his own
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power of action.
P_,
therefore,
is plea_re
_/i_
from a man thinking too highly of himself.
Again, the
pleasure which arises from a man th_nking too highly of
another is caned over-esteem. Whereas the pleasure which
arises from thinking too little of a mau is caUed disdain.
PROP. XXVII.
By the very fact that we conceive a thing,
which is like ourselves, and which we have not regarded with
any emotion, to be affected with any emotion, we are ourselves
affected with a llke emotion (affectus).
Proof.--The
images of things are modifications of the
human body, whereof the ideas represent
external bodies
as present to us (II. xvii ) ; in other words (II. x.), whereof
the ideas involve the nature of our body, and, at the same
time, the nature of external bodies as present.
If, therefore, the nature of the external body be siml]ax to the
nature of our body, then the idea which we form of the
external body will involve a modification
of our own body
similar to the modification
of the external body.
Consequently,
if we conceive anyone similar to ourselves
as
affected by any emotion, this conception will express a
modification
of our body similar to that emotion.
Thus,
from the fact of conceiving a thing like ourselves to be affected with any emotion, we axe ourselves affected with
like emotion.
If, however, we hate the said t.hlng like ourselves, we shall, to that extent, be affected by a contrary,
and not similar, emotion.
Q.E_.
Note L--This
imitation of emotions, when it is referred
to pain, is called compassion (cf.//I.
xxii. note) ; when it is
referred to desire, it is called emulation, which is nothing
else but t _ desire of anything, engendered in us by the fact
that wv conceive that others have the like desire.
Corollary 1.--If we conceive that anyone, whom we have
hitherto
regarded
with no emotion, pleasurably
affects
something
slmilax to ourselves, we shall be affected with
love towards him. If, on the other hand, we conceive that
he l_infully
affects the same, we shall be affected with
hatred towards him,
Proof.--This
is proved from the last proposition in the
same manner as HI. _i, is proved from HI. xxi,
Corollary 1I.
We cannot hate a thing which we pity,
because its misery affec_a us painfully.
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Proofi--If
we could hate it for this reason, we should
rejoice in its pain, which is contrary to the hypothems.
Corol_ry III.--We
seek to free from misery, as far as
we can, a thing which we pity.
Proof.--That,
which painfully affects the object of our
pity, affects us also with similar _
(by the foregoing proposition) ; therefore, we shall endeavour to recall everything
which removes its existence, or which destroys it (cf. ]IL
xiii.); in other words (]I[. ix. note), we shall desire to
destroy it, or we shall be determined
for its destruction
;
thus, we shall endeavour to free from misery a thing which
we pity.
Q.E.D.
Note II.--This
will or appetite for doing good, which
arises from pity of the thing whereon we would confer a
benefit, is called benevolence, and is nothing else but de_re
arising from compassion.
Concerning love or hate towards
him who has done good or harm to something, which we
conceive to be like ourselves, see HI. xxii. note.
PROP. X-XW]XI. We el_deavour to bring about whatsoever
we conceive to conduce to _leasure ; but we endeavour to
remove or destroy whatsoever we conceive to be truly repugnant
thereto, or to conduce to l_ain.
Proof.--We
endeavour, as far as possible, to conceive that
which we imagine to conduce to pleasure (]I[. xii.); in
other words (II. xvii.) we shall endeavour to conceive it as
far as possible as present or actually existing.
But the
endeavour of the mind, or the mind's power of thought, is
equal to, and simultaneous
with, the endeavour
of the
body, or the body's power of action.
(This is clear from
II. vii. CoroU. and II. xi. Coroll.).
Therefore we make
an absolute endeavour
for its existence, in other words
(which by ]II. ix. note come to the same thing) we desire
and strive for it ; this was our first point.
Again, if we
conceive that something, which we believed to be the cause
of pain, that is (ILl. xiiL note), which we hate, is destroyed,
we shall rejoice (]]:I. xx.).
We shall, therefore
(by the
first part of this proof), endeavour to destroy the same, or
(HI. xiii.) to remove it from us, so that we may not
regard it as present ; this was our second point.
Wherefore whatsoever conduces to pleasure, &c. Q.E.D.
PROP. XXIX.
We shall also endeavour to do whatsoever
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we conceive men' to regard with T_sure,
and eontrarlwi_e
we shall shrink from doing that which we conceive men to
shrink from.
Proof.--From
the fact of imagining, that men love or
hate anything, we shall love or hate the same thing (HI.
xxvii.).
That is (T[I. xiii. note), from this mere fact we
shall feel pleasure or pain at the thing's presence.
And so
we shall endeavour to do whatever we conceive men to love
or regard with pleasure, etc.
Q.E.D.
iVote.--This endeavour to do a thing or leave it undone,
solely in order to please men, we call ambition, especially
when we so eagerly endeavour to please the vulgar, that wo
do or omit certain things to our own or another's
hurt : in
other eases it is generally called kindliness.
Furthermore
I give the name of praise to theTleasure, w_th which we con.
ceive the action of another, whereby he has endeavoured to
please us ; but of blame to the Taiu wherewith we feel aversion to his action.
PROP. XXX. If anyone has done something which he conceives as affecting other men pleasurably, he will be affected
by pleasure, accompanied by _he idea of himself as cause ; iu
other words, he will regard himself with pleasure.
On the
other hand, if he has done anything which he conceives as
affecting others painfully,
he will regard himself with pain.
1Jroof.--He who conceives, that he affects others with
pleasure or pain, will, by that very fact, himself be affected
with pleasure or pain (HI. xxvii.), but, as a man (]I xix.
and xxiii.) is conscious of himself through the modifications
whereby he is determined
t_) action, it follows that he who
conceives, that he affects others pleasurably, will be affected
with pleasure accompanied by the idea of himself as cause ;
in other words, will regard himself with pleasure.
And so
mutatis mutandis in the ease of pain.
Q.E.D.
Note.--As
love (HI. xiii.) is pleasure accompanied
by
the idea of an external cause, and hatred is pain accompanied by the idea of an external cause ; the pleasure and
in question will be a species of love and hatred.
But,
as the terms love and hatred are used in reference to external objects, we will employ other names for the emotions
now under discussion:
pleasure accompanied by the idea
1 N.B. By "men" in this an 1 the following propositions, I mean men
whom we regard without any particular emotmn.
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of an external cause t we will style Honour, and the emot;.on
contrary thereto we will style Shame:
I mean in su_.h
cases as where pleasure or pain arises from a man's belief,
that he is being praised or blamed:
otherwise pleasure,
accompanied by the idea of an external cause 1is called se]/comiJtacency, and its contrary pain is called repenta,_ce.
Again, as it may happen (IX. xvfi. Coroll.) that the pleasure.,
wherewith a man conceives that he affects others, may exist
solely in his own imagination,
and as (III. xxv.) everyone
endeavours to conceive concerning
himself that whi¢:h he
conceives will affect him with pleasure, it may easily come
to pass that a vain man may be proud and may imagine
that he is pleasing to all, when in reality he may be an
annoyance to all.
P_ov. X_?_T. If we conceive that anyone loves, desires, or
hates anything which we ourselves love, desire, or hate, wv
shall thereupon regard the thing ir_ question with more
steadfast hrve, &c. O_ the eo_ztrary, if we think that anyo_e
shrin_s frorn something that we love, we shall undergo vaedlation of sour.
Proof.--From
the mere fact of conceiving that anyone
loves anything we shall ourselves
love that thing "(2:IL
xxvii.) : but we are assumed to love it already ; there is,
therefore, a new cause of love, whereby our former emotion
is fostered ; hence we shall thereupon love it more steadfastly.
Again, from the mere fact of conceiving that anyone shrinks from anything, we shall ourselves shrink from
that thing (]:[I. xxvii.).
If we assume that we at the same
time love it, we shall then simultaneously
love it and
shrink from it; in other words, we shall be subject
to
vacillation (III, xvii. note).
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--From
the foregoing, and also from III. xxviii.
it follows that everyone endeavours,
as far as possible, to
cause others to love what he himself loves, and to hate
what he himself hates : as the poet says : "As lovers let
us share every hope and every fear: ironhearted were he
who should love what the other leaves. 2"
1 So Van Vloten and Bruder.
The Dutch version and Camerer
_ an internal cause."
_' Honour"
_ Gloma.
Uwd.
Amores,
II. xix. 4, 5.
Spinoza transposes
the verses.
"S_eremus
Ferreus

p,_'_ter, par_ter metuamu_
amantes
est, sl qu_s, quod s',nit alter, amst."

read,
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Arote._This endeavour to bring it about, that our own
likes and dislikes should meet with universal approval, is
really ambition (see ]I[. xxix. note) ; wherefore we see that
everyone by nature desires (appetere), that the rest of mankind should live according to his own individual disposition : when such a desire is equally present in all, everyone
_ands in everyone else's way, and in wishing to be loved or
praised by all, all become mutually hateful.
PROP.

_[]-.

Tf We

conceive

that

anyo_

ta_es

d,di_h_

in something, which only one person can 19ossess, we shall
endeavour to bring it about that the man in question shall not
gain possession thereof.
_Proof.--From
the mere fact of our conceiving
that
another
person takes delight in a thing (]I[. xxvii, and
Coroll.) we shall ourselves love that thing and desire to
take delight therein.
But we assumed that the pleasure
in question would be prevented by another's delight in it_
object;
we shall, therefore,
endeavour
to prevent
his
possession thereof (-HI. xxviii.).
Q.E.D.
5Vote.--We thus see that man's nature is generally so
constituted,
that he takes pity on those who fare ill, and
envies those who fare well with an amount
of hatred
proportioned
to ins own love for the goods in their possession.
Further,
we see that from the same property of
human nature, whence it follows that men are merciful,
it follows also that they are envious and ambitious.
Lastly,
if we make appeal to Experience,
we shall find that she
entirely confirms what we have said ; more especially if we
turn our attention to the first years of our life. We find
that children, whose body is continually,
as it were, in
equilibrium,
laugh or cry simply because they see others
laughing
or crying;
moreover, they desire forthwith
to
imitate whatever
they see others doing, and to possess
themselves whatever
they conceive as delighting
others:
inasmuch as the images of things are, as we have said,
modifications
of the human body, or modes wherein the
human body is affected and disposed by external causes to
act in this or that manner.
PROP. X_X]-[[_
When we love a thing similar to ourselves
we endeavour, as far as we can, to bring about that it should
love us i_ return.
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laroof.--That
which we love we endeavour, as far as we
v_u, Bo conceive in preference to anything
else (]XI. xiz.).
If the thing be similar to ourselves, we shall endeavour to
affect it pleasurably
in preference
to anytMng else (I/I.
xxix.).
In other words, we shall endeavour, as far as we
van, to bring it about, that the thing should be affected
with pleasure accompanied by the idea of ourselves, that is
(-HI. xiii. note), that it should love us m return.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XXXXV. The greater the emotion with u'htch we
conceive a loved object to be affected towards us, the greater
will be our complace_cy.
Proof.--We
endeavour (]:[I. xxxiii.), asfaras we can, to
bring about, that what we love should love us in return:
in other words, that what we love should be affected with
pleasure
accompanied
by the idea of ourself as cause.
Therefore,
in proportion
as the loved object is more
pleasurably
affected because of us, our endeavour will be
assisted.--that
is (III. xl. and note) the greater will be
our pleasure.
But when we take pleasure in the fact, that
we pleasurably
affect something
similar to ourselves, we
regard ourselves with pleasure
(III. 30); therefore
the
greater the emotion with which we conceive a loved object
to be affected, &c. Q.E.D.
PROP. XXXV. If anyone conceives, that an object of his
love joins itself to another with closer bonds offriendship than
he himself has attainted to, he will be affected with hatred
towards the loved object and with envy towards his rival.
Proof.--In
proportion
as a man thinks, that a loved
object is well affected towards him, will be the strength of
his self-approval
(by the last Prop.), that is (]:II. xxx.
note), of his pleasure ; he will, therefore (III. xxvni ), endeavour, as far as he can, to imagine the loved o_ect as
most closely bound to him : this endeavour or desire will
be increased, if he thinks that someone else has a similar
desire (-IX[. xxxi.). But this endeavour or desire is assumed
to be checked by the image of the loved object in conjunction with the image of him whom the loved object has
joined to itself; therefore
(]:[I. xi. note) he will for that
reason be affected with pain, accompanied by the idea of
the loved object as a cause in conjunction with the mlagc
of his rival; that is, he will be 0IL xiii.) affected w_th
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hatred towards the loved object and also towards his rival
(III. xv. Coroll.), which latter he will envy as enjoying the
beloved object.
Q.E.D.
iVote.--This hatred towards an object of love joined with
envy is called Jealousy, which accordingly is nothing else
but a wavering of the disposition
arising from combined
love and hatred, accompanied
by the idea of some rival
who is envied.
Further, this hatred towards the object of
love will be greater, in proportion
to the pleasure which
the jealous man had been wont to derive from the reciprocated love of the said object ; and also in proportion to
the feelings he had previously
entertained
towards
his
rival.
If he had hated him, he will forthwith
hate the
object of his love, because he conceives it is pleasurably
affected by one whom he himself hates : and also because
he is compelled to associate the image of his loved one
with the image of him whom he hates.
This condition
generally comes into play in the case of love for a woman :
for he who thinks, that a woman whom he loves prostitutes
herself to another, will feel pain, not only because his own
desire is restrained,
but also because, being compelled to
associate the image of her he loves with the parts of slime
and the excreta of another, he therefore shrinks from her.
We must add, that a jealous man is not greeted by his
beloved with the same joyful countenance
as before, and
this also gives him pain as a lover, as I will now show.
P_oe. _XX_I.
He who remembers a thing, in which he
has once taken delight, desires to possess it under the same
circumstances as when he first took delight therein.
_Proof.--Everytldmg,
which a man has seen in conjunction
with the object of his love, will be to him accidentally
cause of pleasure (III. xv.); he will, therefore,
desire to
possess it, in conjunction with that wherein he has taken
delight ; in other words, he will desire to possess the object
of his love under the same circumstances
as when he firs_
took delight therein.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--A
lover will, therefore, feel pain if one of the
aforesaid attendant circumstances be missing.
Proof.--For,
in so far as he finds some circumstance to
be missing, he conceives
something
which excludes its
existence.
As he is assumed to be desirous for love's sake
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of that thing or circumstance
(by the last Prop ), he will,
in so far as he conceives it to be missing, feel pain (]:II.
xix.).
Q.E.D.
2Vote.--This pain, in so far as it has reference to the
absence of the object of love, is called Regret.
PROP. XXXVII.
Desire arising through loain or pleasure,
hatred or love, is greater in proportion as the emotion is greater.
.Proof.--Pain
dlmimshes
or constrains man's power of
activity ([II. xi. note), in other words (HI. vh.), dinnnishes
or constrains the effort, wherewith he endeavours to persist
in his own being ; therefore (III. v.) it is contrary to the
said endeavour : thus all the endeavours of a man affected
by pain are directed to removing that pain.
But (by the
definition of pain), in proportion
as the pain is greater, so
also is it necessarily opposed to a greater part of man's
power of activity;
therefore
the greater the pain, the
greater the power of activity employed to remove it ; that
is, the greater will be the desire or appetite in endeavouring to remove it. Again, since pleasure
(ZH. xi. note)
increases or aids a man's power of activity, it may easily
be shown in like manner, that a man affected by pleasure
has no desire further
than to preserve it, and his desire
will be in proportion to the mag_nitude of the pleasure.
Lastly, since hatred and love are themselves emotions of
pain and pleasure, it follows in like manner that the endeavour, appetite, or desire, which arises through hatred or love,
will be greater in proportion
to the hatred or love. Q.E.D.
I_oP. XX-X-VIII. If a ,nan ha, begun to hate an object of .,.
his love, so that love is thoroughly destroyed, he will, cayuses
being equal, regard it with mo,'e hatred than if he had nercr
loved it, and his hatred will be iu TroTortion to the strength
of his former love.
Proof.--If
a man begins to hate that which he ha_t
loved, more of his appetites are put under restraint thau
if he had never loved it. For love is a pleasure (III. xiii.
note) which a man endeavours as far as he can to render
permanent (]]I. xxviii.) ; he does so by regarding the object
of his love as present, and by affecting it as far as he can
pleasurably ; this endeavour is greater in proportion as the
love is greater, and so also is the endeavour to bring about
that the beloved should return his affection (HI. _xi_.).
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Now these endeavours are constrained by hatred towards
the object of love (HI. xiii. Coroll. and Ill. xxiii.) ; wherefore
the lover (III. xi. note) will for this cause also be affected
with pain, the more so in proportion as his love has been
greater;
that is, in addition to the pain caused by hatred,
there is a pain caused by the fact that he has loved the
object;
wherefore the lover will regard the beloved with
greater pain, or in other words, will hate it more than if
he had never loved it, and with the more intensity in proportion as his former love was greater.
Q.E.D.
PROP. X'_)_]-X_ He who hates anyone will endeavour to
do him an injury, unless he fears that a greater injury udU
thereby accrue to himself; on the other hand, he who loves
anyone will, by the same law, seek to benefit him.
_Proof.--To hate a man is (]XI. xiii. note) ix) conceive
him as a cause of pain ; therefore he who hates a man will
endeavour
to remove or destroy him.
But if anything
more painful, or, in other words, a greater evil, should
accrue to the hater thereby--and
if the hater thinks he
can avoid such evil by not carrying out the injury, which
he planned against the object of his hate---he will desire to
abstain from inflicting that injury (HI. xxviii.), and the
strength of his endeavour (]II. xxxvii.) will be greater than
his former endeavour to do injury., and will therefore prevail over it, as we asserted.
The second part of this proof
proceeds in the same manner.
Wherefore he who hates
another, etc.
Q.E.D.
l_ote.--By good I here mean every kind of pleasure, and
all that conduces thereto, especially that which satisfies
our longings, whatsoever they may be. By evil, I mean
every kind of pain, especially that which frustrates our
longmgs.
For I have shown (]21. ix. note) that we in no
case desire a thing because we deem it good, but, contrariwise, we deem a thing good because we desire it: consequently we deem evil that which we shrink from ; every.
one, therefore, according to his particular emotions, judges
or estimates what is good, what is ba_t, what is better, what
is worse, lastly, what is best, and what is worst.
Thus a
miser th_nl_s that abundance of money is the best, and
want of money .the worst;
an ambitious man desires
nothing so much as glory, and fears nothing so much as
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shame.
To an envious man nothing
is more deh_htfu]
than another's misfortune,
and nothing more painful than
another's success. So every man, according to his emotions,
judges a thing to be good or bad, useful or useless.
The
emotion, which induces a man to turn from that which he
wishes, or to wish for that which he turns from, is called
t/m/d/ty, which may accordingly be defined as the fear
whereby a man is induced to avoid an evil which he regards
as future by encountering a lesser evil (]:II. xxviii.).
But if
the evil which he fears be shame, timidity becomes bashfulness.
Lastly, if the desn'e to avoid a future evil be
checked by the fear of another evil, so that the man -knows
not which to choose, fear becomes consternation, especially
if both the evils feared be very great.
PROP. XL. He, who conceives himself to be hated by another,
and believes that he has given him no cause for haired, will
hate that other in return.
Proof.--He
who conceives
another
as affected with
hatred,
will thereupon
be affected himself
with hatred
(]:II. xxvii.), that is, with pain, accompanied by the idea of
an external cause. But, by the h)Tothesis,
he conceives no
cause for this pain except him who is his enemy ; therefore,
from conceiving that he is hated by some one, he will be
affected with pain, accompanied by the idea of his enemy ;
in other words, he will hate his enemy in return.
Q.E.D.
Note.---He who thinks that he has given just cause for
hatred will (]:II. xxx. and note) be affected with shame;
but this ease (HI. xxv.) rarely happens.
This reciprocation of hatred may also arise from the hatred, which follows
an endeavour to injure the object of our hate 03I xxxlx. _.
He therefore who conceives that he is hated by another will
conceive his enemy as the cause of some evil or pain ; thus
he will be affected with pain or fear, accompanied by the
idea of his enemy as cause; in other words, he will be
affected with hatred towards his enemy, as I said above.
Corollary/.--He
who conceives, that one whom he loves
hates him, will be a prey to conflicting hatred and love.
For, in so fax as he conceives that he is an object of hatred,
he is determined
to hate his enemy in return.
But, by the
hypothesis, he nevertheless
loves h_rn: wherefore he will
_,', a prey to conflicting hatred and love.
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_orollary _r.--_
a man conceives that one, whom he has
hitherto regarded without emotion, has done him any injury from motives of hatred1, he will forthwith seek to repay the injury in kind.
Proof.--He
who conceives, that another hates him, will
(by the last proposition) hate his enemy in return, and (III.
xxvi.) will endeavour to recall everything which can affect
him painfully; he will moreover endeavour to do him an
injury (_]_. xxxlx.). Now the first tl_
of this sort which
he conceives is the injury done to himself ; he will, therefore,
forthwith endeavour to repay it in kind.
Q.E.D.
Note.--The
endeavour to injure one whom we hate is
-- called Anger ; the endeavour to repay in kind injury done
to ourselves is called Revenge.
-,_
PROf. XT,I, If anyone conceives that he _s loved by
another, and believes that he has given no cause for such love,
he will love that other in return.
(Cf. HI. xv. Coroll., and
III.xvi.)
Yroof .-- This proposition
is proved in the same way as
the preceding one. See also the note appended thereto.
Note.--If
he believes that he has given just cause for the
love, he will take pride therein (HI. xxx. and note) ; this is
what most often happens (HI. xxv.), and we said that its
contrary took place whenever a man conceives himself to be
hated by another.
(See note to preceding
proposition.)
This reciprocal love, and consequently
the demre of benefiting him who loves us (HI. xxxix.), and who endeavours
to benefit us, is called gratitude or thankfulness.
It thus
appears that men are much more prone _ take vengeance
than to return benefits.
Corollary.--He
who imagines, that he is loved by one
_-hom he hates, will be a prey to conflicting hatred and
love.
This is proved in the same way as the first corollary
of the preceding proposition.
Note._If
hatred be the prevailing
emotion, he will
endeavour
to injure him who loves him ; this emotion is
called cruelty, especially if the victim lae believed to have
given no ordinary cause for hatred.
PROP. XLII. He who has conferred a bene_t on anyone
from motives of love or honour will feel pa_n, if he sees t_t
_he benefit is received without gratitude.
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Proof.--When
a man loves something similar to himself,
he endeavours, as far as he can, to bring it about that he
should be loved thereby in return (LII. YY_iii.). Therefore
he who has conferred a benefit confers it in obedaence to
the desire, which he feels of being loved in return ; that is
(ZII. xxxiv.) from the hope of honour or (]I[. xxx. note)
pleasure ;henee he will endeavour, as far as he can. to conceive this cause of honour, or to regard it as actually existing. But, by the hypothesis, he conceives something else,
which excludes the existence of the said cause of honour:
wherefore he will thereat, feel pain (Ill. xix.).
Q.E.D.
PROP. XlffH. Hatred is increased by being reciTrocated,
and can on the other hand be destroyed by love.
Proof.--He
who conceives, that an object of his hate
hates him in return, will thereupon
feel a new hatred,
while the former hatred (by hypothesis)
still remains (IX[
xl.).
But if, on the other hand, he conceives that the
object of hate loves him, he will to this extent (Z[I.
xxxviii ) regard himself with pleasure, and (]]I xxix ) will
endeavour to please the cause of his emotion.
In other
words, he will endeavour not to hate him ('£[I. xli.), and
not to affect him painfully;
this endeavour (II-[. xxxvii.)
will be greater or less in proportion
to the emotion from
which it arises.
Therefore, if it be greater than that which
armes from hatred, and through which the man endeavours
to affect painfully the thing which he hates, it will get the
better of it and banish the hatred from his mind.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XLIV. Hatred which is completely vanquished
by-,,
love passes into love: and love is thereuTo_ greater than it
hatred had not Freceded it.
Proof.--The
proof proceeds in the same way as Prop.
xxxviii, of this Part: for he who begins to love a thing,
which he was wont to hate or regard with pain, from the
very fact of loving feels pleasure.
To this pleasure involved in love is added the pleasure arising from aid given
to the endeavour to remove the pain involved in hatred
(HI. xxxvli.), accompanied by the idea of the former object
of hatred as cause.
Note.--Though
this be so, no one will endeavour to hate
.any.thing, or to be affected with pain, for the sake of en;oymg this greater pleasure ; that is, no one will desire that
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he should be in]ured,in thehope of recoveringfrom the
injury,nor long to be illforthe sakeof gettingwell. For
everyonewill a/ways endeavour to persistin his being,
and to ward offpain as faras he can. Ifthe contraryis
conceivable,
namely, thata man shoulddesiretohatesomeone, in order that he might lovehim the more thereafter,
he willalwaysdesireto hatehim
For the strengthofthe
love isin proportiontothe strengthof the hatred,wherefore the man would desire,
that the hatredbe continually
increasedmore and more, and, for a similarreason,he
would desire to become more and more ill, in order that he
might take a greater pleasure in being restored to health :
in such a case he would always endeavour to be ill, which
(-III. vi.) is absurd.
l_or.
XLV. If a man conceives, that anyone similar to
himself hates anything also similar to hianself, which he laves,
he will hate that person.
Proof.--The
beloved object feels reciprocal
hatred towards him who hates it (III. xl.) ; therefore
the lover, in
conceiving that anyone hates the beloved object, conceives
the beloved thing as affected by hatred, in other words
(III. xiii.), by pain ; consequently
he is himself affected by
pain accompanied by the idea of the hater of the beloved
thing as cause; that is, he will hate him who hates aaything which he himself loves (I/I. xiii. note).
Q.E.D.
PROP. XL_X. If a man has been affected pleasurably
or
painfully
by anyone, of a class or nation different from his
own, and if the pleasure or pain has been accompanied by the
idea of the said stranger as cause, under the general category
of the class or nation : the man will feel love o,r hatred, not
only to the individual
stranger, but also to the whole cla_s or
nation whereto he belongs.
Proof.--This
is evident from ]XI. xvi.
PROP. X_LVII. Joy arising from the fact, that anything we
hate is destroyed, or suffers other injury, is never unaccompanied by a certain pain in us.
Proof.--This
is evident from ]I[. xxvll.
For in so far
as we conceive a thing s_milar to ourselves to be affected
with pain, we ourselves feel pain.
Note.--This
proposition
can _so be proved from the
Corollary to II. xvii
Whenever we remember anything,
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even if it does not actually exist, we regard it only as present,
and the body is affected in the same manner; wherefore,
in so far as the remembrance
of the thing is strong, a man
is determined
to regard it with pain ; this determination.
while the image of the thing in question lasts, is indeed
checked by the remembrance
of other things excluding the
existence of the aforesaid thing, but is not destroyed : hence,
a man only feels pleasure in so far as the said determination is checked: for this reason the joy arising from the
injury done to what we hate is repeated, every time we remember that object of hatred.
For, as we have said, when
the image of the thing in question is amused, inasmuch
as it involves the thing's existence, it determines the man
to regard the thing with the same pain as he was wont to
do, when it actually did exist. However, since he has joined
to the image of the thing other images, which exclude its
existence, this determination
to pain is forthwith
checked,
and the man rejoices afresh as often as the repetition takes
place.
This is the cause of men's pleasure in recalling
l_ast evils, and delight in narrating
dangers from which
they have escaped. For when men conceive a danger, they
conceive it as still future, and are determined
to fear it ;
this determination
is checked afresh by the idea of freedom,
which became associated with the idea of the danger when
they escaped therefrom:
this renders them secure afresh:
therefore they rejoice afresh.
PROP. XLVIII.
Love or hatred towards, for instance,
_Peter is destroyed, if the _leasure involved in the former, or
the pain involved in the latter emotion, be associated with the
of anvther cause : and will be diminished in 19ro_vortio_
as we conceive _Peter not to have bee_ the sole cause of egther
Proof.--This
Prop. is evident from the mere definition
of love and hatred (I_. xiii. note).
For pleasure is called
love towards Peter, and pain is called hatred towards
Peter, simply in so far as Peter is regarded as the cause of
one emotion or the other. When this condition of causality
is either wholly or pa_ly removed, the emotion towards
Peter also wholly or in part vanishes.
Q.E.D.
P_oP. _XT,I"X. Love or hatred towards a thing, which we
conceive to be free, must, other condition_ being similar, be
II.
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greater than if it were felt towards a thing acting by ne.
eessity.
Proof.--A
thing which we conceive as free must (I. Def.
vii.) be perceived
through
itself without
anything
else.
If. therefore,
we conceive it as the cause of pleasure or
pain, we shall therefore
(]:II. xiii. note) love it or hate it,
and shall do so with the utmost love or hatred that can
arise from the given emotion.
But if the thing which
causes the emotion be conceived as acting by necessity, we
shall then (by the same Def. vii. Part I.) conceive it not as
the sole cause, but as one of the causes of the emotion, and
therefore our love or hatred towards it willbe less. Q.E.D.
1Vote.--Hence it follows, that men, thinking
themselves
to be free, feel more love or hatred towards one another
than towards anything else : to this consideration we must
add the imitation of emotions treated of in Eli. xxvii, xxxiv.
xl. and xlifi.
PROP. L. Anything whatever can be, accidentally, a cause
of hope or fear.
Proof.--This
proposition
is proved in the same way as
III. xv., which see, together with the note to ELI. xviii.
Note.--Things
which are accidentally the causes of hope
or fear are called good or evil omens.
Now, in so far as
such omens are the cause of hope or fear, they are Coy the
definitions of hope and fear given in Eli. xviii, note) the causes
also of pleasure and pain; consequently we, to this extent,
regard them with love or hatred, and endeavour
either to
invoke them as means towards that which we hope for, or
to remove them as obstacles, or causes of that which we
fear. It follows, further, from III. xxv., that we are naturally
so constituted as to believe readily in that which we hope for,
and with difficulty in that which we fear ; moreover, we are
apt to estimate such objects above or below their true value.
Hence there have arisen superstitions,
whereby men are
everywhere
assailed.
However, I do not think it worth
while to point out here the vacillations springing from hope
and fear; it follows from the definition of thesc emotions,
that there can be no hope without fear, and no fear without hope, as I will duly explain in the proper place. Further,
in so far as we hope for or fear anything, we regard it with
love or hatred;
thus everyone can apply by himself to

ON

THE

hope and
hatred.

ORIGIN

fear

AND

what

NATURE

we have

OF

THE

EMOTIONS.

said concerning

love

]63

and

PROP. LI. 1)ifferent men may be differently affected by the
same object, and the same man may be differently affected at
different times by the same object.
Proof.--The
human body is e,ffected by external bodies
in a variety of ways (II. Post. iii.).
Two men may therefore be differently affected at the same time, and therefore
(by Ax. i. after Lemma iii. after IX. xiii.)may be differently affected by one and the same object.
Further
(by
the same Post.) the human body can be affected sometimes
in one way, sometimes in another ; consequently
(by the
same Axiom) it may be differently affected at different
times by one and the same object.
Q.E.D.
Note.--We
thus see that it is possible, that what one
man loves another may hate, and that what one man fears
another may not fear; or, again, that one and the same
man may love what he once hated, or may be bold where
he once was timid, and so on. Again, as everyone judges
according to his emotions what is good, what bad, what
better, and what worse (I_ ....
;x. note), it follows that
men's judgments may vary no less than their emotions, _
hence when we compare some with others, we distinguish
them solely by the diversity of their emotions, and style
some intrepid, others timid, others by some other epithet.
For instance, I shall call a man intreTid, if he despises an
evil which I am accustomed to fear ; if I further take into
consideration,
that, in his desire to injure his enemies and to
benefit those whom he loves, he is not restrained
by the
fear of an evil which is sufficient to restrain me, I shall call
him daring.
Again, a man will appear timid to me, if he
fears an evil which I am accustomed to despise ; and if I
further take into consideration that his desire is restrained
by the fear of an evil, which is not sufficient to restrain me,
I shall say that he is cowardly; and in like manner will
evelTone pass judgment.
Lastly, from this inconstancy in the nature of human
judgment,
inasmuch
as a man often judges of fhlngs
solely by his emotions, and inasmuch as the things which
1 This is possible, though
the human
$ellect, as I have shown in II. xiii. note.
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he believes cause pleasure or pain, and therefore endeavours
to promote or prevent, are often purely imaginary, not to
speak of the uncertainty of things alluded to in III. xxviii. ;
we may readily conceive that a man may be at one time
affected with pleasure, and at another with pain, accompanied by the idea of himself as cause. Thus we can easily
understand what are t_eTentance and 8elf-comTlacency.
Jt_eTentance is loain, accomTanied by the idea of one's self as
cause ; Self-comTlaceney
is FZeasure aceomTanied by the idea
of one's self as cause, and these emotions are most intense
because men believe themselves
to be free (I_. xlix.).
P_oP. LII. An object which we have formerly seen in con.
junction with others, and which we do not conceive to have any
proTerty that is not common to many, will not be regarded by
us for so long, as an object which we conceive $o have 8ome
proTe_y peculiar to itself.
Proof.--As
soon as we conceive an object which we have
seen in conjunction with others, we at once remember those
others (II. xviii, and note), and thus we pass forthwith from
the contemplation
of one object to the contemplation
of
another object. And this is the case with the object, which
we conceive to have no property that is not common to
many.
For we thereupon assume that we are regarc]ing
therein nothing, which we have not before seen in conjunction with other objects.
But when we suppose that we
conceive in an object something special, which we have
never seen before, we must needs say that the mind, while
regarding that object, has in itself nothing which it can fall
to regarding instead thereof ; therefore it is determined to
the contemplation
of that object only. Therefore an object,
&c. Q.E.D.
Note.--This
mental modification,
or imagination
of a
particular
thing, in so far as it is alone in the mind, is
called Wonder; but if it be excited by an object of fear, it
is called Consternation, because wonder at an evil keeps a
man so engrossed in the simple contemplation
thereof, thai;
he has no power to thlnlr of anything
else whereby he
might avoid the evil. If, however, the object of wonder be
a man's prudence, industry, or anything of that sort, inasmuch as the said man is thereby regarded as far surpassing
ourselves,
wonder is called Veneration ; otherwise,
if a
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l_an's anger, envy, &e., be what we wonder at, the emotion
is called Horror.
Again, if it be the prudence, industry, or
what not, of a man we love, that we wonder at, our love
will on this account be the greater (HI. xii.), and when
joined to wonder or veneration is called Devotion. We may
in like manner conceive hatred, hope, confidence, and the
other emotions, as associated with wonder; and we should
thus be able to deduce more emotions than those which
have obtained names in ordinary speech.
Whence it is
evident, that the names of the emotions have been applied
in accordance
rather with their ordinary
manifestations
than with an accurate knowledge of their nature.
To wonder is opposed Co_ternpt, which generally arises
from the fact that, bevause we see someone wondering at,
loving, or fearing something, or because something, at first
sight, appears to be like things, which we ourselves wonder
at, love, fear, &c., we are, in consequence
(HI. xv. Coroll.
and iii. xxvii.), determined
to wonder at, love, or fear that
thing. But if from the presence, or more accurate contemplation of the said thing, we are compelled to deny concerning it all that can be the cause of wonder, love, fear, &c.,
the mind then, by the presence of the thing, remains
determined to think rather of those qualities which are not
in it, than of those which are in it ; whereas, on the other
hand, the presence of the object would cause it more par=
ticularly
to regard that which is therein.
As devotion
springs from wonder at a thing which we love, so does
Derision spring from contempt of a thing which we hate or
fear, and Scorn from contempt of folly, as veneration from
wonder at prudence.
Lastly, we can conceive the emotions of love, hope, honour, &c., in association
with contempt, and can thence deduce other emotions, which are
not distinguished
one from another by any recognized
na_le.

PROP. LIII.
When the mind regards itself and its ow_
l_wer of activity, it feels pleasure : and that pleasure is greater
in proportion to the distinctness wherewith it conceives itself
and its ow_ power of activity.
Proofi--A
man does not know himself except through
the modifications
of his body, and the ideas thereof (II.
xix. and _Y]i_.). When, therefore, the mind is able to con-
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template itself, it is thereby assumed to pass to a greater
perfection, or (-HI. xi. note) te feel pleasure; and the pleasuro
will be greater in proportion
to the distinctness,
wherewith
it is able to conceive itself and its own power of activity.

Q.E.D.

•

Corollary.--This
pleasure is fostered more and more, in
proportion
as a man conceives himself
to be praised by
others.
For the more he conceives himself as praised by
others, the more will he imagine them to be affected with
pleasure, accompanied
by the idea of himself (IX[. xxix.
note) ; thus he is (HI. xxvii.) himself affected with greater
pleasure, accompanied by the idea of himself.
Q.iE.D.
PROP. LIV. The mind endeavours to conceive only such
things as assert its power of activity.
Proof.--The
endeavour or power of the mind is the actual
essence thereof (I_. vii.); but the essence of the mind
obviously only affirms that which the mind is and can do ;
not that which it neither is nor can do ; therefore the mind
endeavours to conceive only such things as assert or affirm
its power of activity.
Q.E.D.
P_oP. LV. When the mind contem21ate8 its own weaknesa,
it feels pain thereat.
Proof.--The
essence of the mind only affirms that which
the mind is, or can do; in other words, it is the mind's
nature to conceive only such things as assert its power of
activity (last Prop.).
Thus, when we say that the mind
contemplates
its own weakness, we are merely saying thai
while the mind is attempting
to conceive something which
asserts its power of activity, it is checked in its endeavour
--in other words (X[I. xi. note), it feels pain.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--This
pain is more and more fostered,
if a
man conceives that he is blamed by others ; this may be
proved in the same way as the corollary to III. liiL
Note.--This
pain, accompanied
by the idea of our own
weakness, is called humility;
the pleasure, which springs
from the contempl_.tion
of ourselves, is called self-love or
self-complacency.
And inasmuch as this feeling is renewed
as often as a man contemp 'lares his own virtues, or his own
power of activity, it follows that everyone is fond of
narratinghis own exploits,
and displayingtheforceboth
of his body and mind, and alsothat,forthisreason,men
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are troublesome
one to another.
Again, it follows that
men axe naturally envious (%II. xxiv. note, and III. xxxfi.
note), rejoicing in the shortcomings
of their equals, and
feeling pain at their virtues.
For whene_er a man conceives
his own actions, he is affected with pleasure (III. lift.), m
proportion
as his actions display more perfection, and ha
conceives them more distinctly--that
is (II. xl. note), in
proportion
as he can distinguish
them from others, amt
regard them as something special.
Therefore, a man u ill
take most pleasure in contemplating
himself, when he contemplates some quality which he denies to others.
But, if
that which he affirms of himself be attributable
to the idea
of man or animals in general, he will not be so greatly
pleased : he will, on the contra_%v, feel pain, if he conceives
that his own actions fall short when compared with thos_
of others.
This pain (]:[I. xxviii.) he will endeavour
to
remove, by putting a wrong construction on the actions of
his equals, or by, as far as he can, embelhshing
his own.
It is thus apparent that men are naturally
prone to
hatred and envy, which latter is fostered by their education.
For parents
are accustomed
to incite their children
to
virtue solely by the spur of honour and envy.
But, perhaps, some will scruple to assent to what I have said,
because we not seldom admire men's virtues, and venerate
their possessors.
In order to remove such doubts, I append
the following corollary.
Corollary.--l_o
one envies the virtue of anyone who is
not his equal.
Proof.--Envy
is a species of hatred (HI. xxiv. note) or
(III. xiii. note) pain, that is (]-1-[. xi. note), a modification
whereby a man's power of activity, or endeavour towards
activity, is checked.
But a man does not endeavour or desire to do anything, which cannot follow from his nature as
it is given ; therefore a man will not desire any power of
activity or virtue (which is the same thing) to be attributed
to him, that is approp,_ate
to another's nature and foreign
to his own ; hence his desire cannot be checked, nor he
himself pained by the contemplation
of virtue in some one
unlike himself, consequently
he cannot envy such an one.
But he can envy his equal, who is assumed to have the same
uature as himself.
Q.E.D.
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_Vote.--When, therefore, as we said in the note to I_.
lii., we venerate a man, through wonder at his prudence,
fortitude, &c., we do so, because we conceive those qus2ities
to be peculiar to him, and not as common to our nature ;
we, therefore, no more envy their possessor, than we envy
trees for [_ing tall, or lions for being courageous.
PROP. LVI. There are as many kinds of Tleasure, of Taln,
of desire, and of every emotion compounded of these, such as
vacillations of sTirit , or derived from these, such as love, hatred,
hoTe, .fear, &c., as there are kinds of objects whereby we ara
affected.
Proof.--Pleasure
and pain, and consequently
the emotions compounded
thereof,
or derived
therefrom,
axe
passions,
or passive states (HI. xi. note); now we are
necessarily passive (IH. i.), in so far as we have inadequate
ideas; and only in so far as we have such ideas are we
passive (IX[. iii.) ; that is, we are only necessarily passive
(II. xl. note), in so far as we conceive, or (II. xvii. and
note) in so far as we are affected by an emotion, which involves the nature of our own body, and the nature of an
external body.
Wherefore
the nature of every passive
state must necessarily be so explained, that the nature of
the object whereby we are affected be expressed.
Namely,
the pleasure, which arises from, say, the object A, involves
the nature of that object A, and the pleasure, which arises
from the object B, involves the nut,re
of the object B ;
wherefore
these two pleasurable
emotions axe by nature
different, inasmuch as the causes whence they arise are by
nature
different.
So a_in
the emotion of pain, which
arises from one object, is by nature different from the
pain arising from another object, and, similarly, in the
case of love, hatred, hope, fear, vacillation, &c.
Thus, there are necessarily
as many kinds of pleasure,
pain, love, hatred,
&c., as there are kinds of objects
whereby we are affected. Now desire is each man's essence
or nature, in so far as it is conceived as determined
to a
.paxticular action by any given modification of itself (HI.
Ix. note) ; therefore, accore]ing as a man is affected through
external causes by this or that kind of pleasure, pain, love,
hatred, &c., in other words, according as his nature is disposed in this or that manner, so will his desire be of one
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kind or another, and the nature of one desire must necessarily differ from the nature of another desire, as widely as
the emotions differ, wherefrom each desire arose. Thus
there are as many kinds of desire, as there are 15nds of
pleasure, pain, love, &c., consequently (by what has been
shown) there are as many kinds of desire, as there are
kinds of objects whereby we are affected.
Q.E.D.
l_ote.--Among
the kinds of emotions, which, by the last
proposition, must be very numerous, the chief are luxury,
drunkenness, lust, avarice, and ambition, being merely species
of love or desire, displaying the nature of those emotions in
a manner varying according to the object, with which they
are concerned.
For by luxury, drunkenness,
lust, avarice,
ambition, &c., we simply mean the immoderate
love of
feasting, drinking,
venery, riches, and fame.
Furthermore, these emotions, in so far as we distinguish
them
from others merely by the objects wherewith they are concerned, have no contraries.
For temperance, sobriety, and
chastity, which we are wont to oppose to luxury, drunkenness, and lust, are not emotions or passive states, but indicate a power of the mind which moderates the last-named
emotions.
However, I cannot here explain the remaining
kinds of emotions (seeing that they are as numerous as the
kinds of objects), nor, if I could, would it be necessary. It
is sufficient for our purpose, namely, to determine
the
strength of the emotions, and the mind's power over them,
to have a general definition of each emotion. It is sufficient,
I repeat, to understand
the general properties
of the emotions and the mind, to enable us to determine the quality
and extent of the mind's power in moderating
and chec]:ing the emotions.
Thus, though there is a great difference
between various emotions of love, hatred, or desire, for instance between love felt towards
children, and love felt
towards a wife, there is no need for us to take cognizance
of such differences, or to track out further the nature and
origin of the emotions.
PROP. L_H. Any emotion of a given individual
differs
from the emotion of a_other individual, only in so far as the
essence of the one individual differs from the essence of the
other.
Proof.-- This proposition is evident from Ax. i. (which
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see after Lemma ill. Prop. xill. Part ii.). Nevertheless,
we will prove it from the nature
of the three primaxy
emotions.
All emotions are attributable
to desire, pleasure, or pain,
as their definitions above given show.
But desire is each
man's nature or essence (III. ix. note) ; therefore desire in
one individual differs from desire in another
individual,
only in so far as the nature or essence of the one differs
from the nature or essence of the other.
Again, pleasure
and pain are passive states or passions, whereby every
man's power or endeavour
to persist in his being is increased or diminished,
helped or hindered
(HI. xi. and
note),
But by the endeavour to persist in its being, in so
far as it is attributable
to mind and body in conjunction,
we mean appetite and desire (III. ix. note) ; therefore pleasure and pain are identical with desire or appetite, m so
far as by external causes they are increased or c]_minished,
helped or hindered, in other words, they axe every man's
nature ; wherefore the pleasure and pain felt by one man
differ from the pleasure
and pain felt by another man,
only in so far as the nature or essence of the one man
differs from the essence of the other;
consequently,
any
emotion of one individual only differs, &e. Q.E./).
Note.--Itenee
it follows, that the emotions of the animals
which are called irrational
(for after learning the origin of
mind we cannot doubt that brutes feel) only differ from
man's emotions, to the extent that brute nature
differs
from human nature,
ttorse and man are alike carried
away by the desire of procreation ; but the desire of the
former is equine, the desire of the latter is human.
So
also the lusts and appetites
of insects, fishes, and birds
must needs vary according to the several natures.
Thus,
although each individual
lives content and rejoices in that
nature belonging to him wherein he has his being, yet the
life, wherein each is content and rejoices, is nothing else
but the idea, or soul, of the said individual,
and hence the
joy of one only differs in nature from the joy of another,
to the extent that the e_sence of one differs from the essence
of another.
Lastly, it follows from the foregoing proposition, that there is no small difference between the joy which
actuates, say, a drlmkard, and the joy possessed by a philo-
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Sol)her, as I just mention here by the way.
Thus far I
have treated of the emotions attributable to man, in so far as
he is passive.
It remains to add a few words on those
attributable
to him in so far _s he is active.
l_oP. LVIXI. Besides _leasure and desire, which are passicities or ]gassions, there are other emotions derived from
pleasure and desire, which are attributable to us in 8o far as
we are active.
Proof.--When
the mind conceives itself and its power of
activity, it feels pleasure (-ILL lift.) : now the mind necessaxily contemplates
itself, when it conceives a true or
adequate idea (II. xliii).
But the mind does conceive certain adequate
ideas (II. xl. note 2). Therefore, it feels
pleasure in so far as it conceives adequate ideas;
that
is, in so far as it is active (HI. i).
Again, the mind,
both in so far as it has clear and distinct ideas, and in so
far as it has confused ideas, endeavours
to persist in its
own being (III. ix.) ; but by such an endeavour
we mean
desire (by the note to the same Prop.) ; therefore, desire is
also attributable
to us, in so far as we understand,
or
(I/I. i.) in so fax as we are active.
Q.E.D.
PROP. "LYe. Among all the emotions attributable
to the
mind as active, there are none which cannot be _eferred to
2leasure or pain.
Proof.--All
emotions can be referred to desire, pleasure,
or pain, as their definitions, already given, show.
Now by
pain we mean that the mind's power of thinking
is diminished or checked (HI. xi. and note) ; therefore, in so far
as the mind feels pain, its power of understanding,
that is,
of activity, is diminished or checked (I2-I. i.) ; therefore, no
painful emotions can be attributed
to the mind in virtue of
its being active, but only emotions of p]easure and desire,
which (by the last Prop.) are attributable
to the mind in
that condition.
Q.E.D.
1_ote.--All actions following from emotion, which are attributable
to the mind in virtue of its understandiltg,
I
set down to strength of character (fortitudo),
which I divide
into courage (animositas)
and highmindedness
(generositas).
By courage I mean the desire whereby every man strives to
weserve his own being in accordance solely with the dictates
of reason.
By highmindedness I mean the desire whereby
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every man endeavours, solely under the di_ate_ of _eason, to
aid other men and to unite them to himse_ in f_nd_hlp.
Those actions, therefore, which have regard solely to the
good of the agent I set down to courage, those which aim
at the good of others I set down to highmindedness.
Thus
temperance, sobriety, and presence of mind in danger, &e.,
are varieties of courage ; courtesy, mercy, &c., are varieties
of highmlndedness.
I think I have thus explained, and displayed through
their primary causes the principal emotions and vacillations
of spirit, which arise from the combination of the three primary emotions, to wit, desire, pleasure, and pain.
It is
evident from what I have said, that we are in many ways
driven about by external causes, and that like waves of the
sea driven by contrary winds we toss to and fro unwitting
of the issue and of our fate.
But I have said, that I have
only set forth the chief conflicting emotions, not all that
might be given.
For, by proceeding
in the same way as
above, we can easily show that love is united to repentance,
scorn, shame, &c. I think everyone will agree from what
has been said, that the emotions may be compounded
one
with another in so many ways, and so many variations may
arise therefrom, as to exceed all possibility of computation.
However, for my purpose, it is enough to have enumerated
the most important;
to reckon up the rest which I have
omitted would be more curious than profitable.
It remains
to remark concerning love, that it very often happens that
while we are enjoying a thing which we longed for, the
body, from the act of enjoyment, acquires a new disposition,
whereby it is determined
in another way, other images of
things are aroused in it, and the mind begins to conceive
and desire something fresh.
For example, when we conceive something which generally delights us with its flavour,
we desire to enjoy, that is, to eat it. But whilst we are
thus enjoying it, the stomach is filled and the body is otherwise disposed.
If, therefore, when the body is thus other.
wise disposed, the image of the food which is present be
stimulated,
and consequently
the endeavour
or desire to
eat it be stimulated
also, the new disposition
of the body
will feel repugnance to the desire or attempt, and consequently the presence of the food which we formerly longed
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for will become odious.
This re_nflsion of feeling is called
s_t_y
or weariness.
For the rest, I have neglected the
outward modifications of the body observable in emotmns,
such, for instance, as trembling, pallor, sobbing, laughter,
&c., for these are attributable
to the body only, without
any reference to the mind.
Lastly, the definitions of the
emotions require to.be supplemented in a few points ; I will
therefore repeat them, interpolating
such observations as I
think should here and there be added.

DEFINITIONS

OF THE

EMOTIONS.

I. D_re is the actual essence of man, in so far as it is
conceived, as determined to a particular activity by some
given modification of itself.
_AT_2atio_.--We
have said above, in the note to Prop.
ix. of this part, that desire is appetite, with consciousness
thereof; further, that appetite is the essence of man, in so
far as it is determined to act in a way tending to promote
its own persistence.
But, in the same note, I also remarked that, strictly speaMng, I recognize no distinction
between appetite and desire.
For whether a m_.n be conscious of his appetite or not, it remains one and the same
appetite..
Thus, in order to avoid the appearance of tautology, I have refrained from explaining desire by appetite ;
but I have taken care to define it in such a m_.nner, as to
comprehend,
under one head, all those endeavours of
human nature, which we distinguish
by the terms appetite,
will, desire, or impulse.
I might, indeed, have said, that
desire is the essence of man, in so far as it is conceived as
determined
to a particular
activity ; but from such a deftnition (cf. II. _iii.) it would not follow that the mind can
be conscious of its desire or appetite
Therefore, in order
to imply the cause of such consciousness, it was necessary
to add, in so far a_ it is determined by some given modification, &c. For, by a modification
of man's essence, we
understand
every disposition
of the said essence, whether
such disposition be innate, or whether it be conceived solely
under the attribute of thought, or solely under the attri.
bute of extension, or whether, lastly, it be referred simul.

174

THE

ETHICS.

[PART

IIIo

taneously to both these attributes.
By the term desire,
then, I here mean all man's endeavours, impulses, appetites, and volitions, which vary according to each man's
disposition, and are, therefore, not seldom opposed one to
another, according as a man is drawn in different directions,
an4 knows not where to turn.
II..Pleasure
is the transition of a man from a less to a
greater perfection.
]lI. Pain is the transition of a man from a greater to a
less perfection.
-ExT_ion.--I
say transition : for pleasure is not perfection itself.
For, if man were born with the perfection
to which he passes, he would possess the same, without the
emotion of pleasure.
This appears more clearly from the
consideration
of the contrary emotion, pain.
17o one can
deny, that pain consists in the transition to a less perfection, and not in the less perfection itself: for a man cannot
be pained, in so far as he partakes of perfection of any
degree.
Neither can we say, that pain consists in the absence of a greater perfection.
For absence is nothing,
whereas the emotion of pain is an activity ; wherefore this
activity can only be the activity of transition from a greater
to a less perfection--in
other words, it is an activity
_vherehy a man's power of action is lessened or constrained
(cf. I]I. xi. note).
I pass over the definitions
of merriment, stimulation,
melancholy,
and grief, because these
terms are generally used in reference to the body, and are
merely kinds of pleasure or pain.
IV. Wonder is the conception (imayinatio)
of anything,
wherein the mind comes to a stand, because the particular'
concept in question has no connection with other concepts
(cf. IH. lii. and note).
E_planation.--In
the note to II. xviii, we showed the
reason, why the mind, from the contemplation of one thing,
_traightway
falls to the contemplation
of another thing,
namely, because the images of the two things are so associated and arranged, that one follows the other. This state
of association
is impossible, if the image of the th_ng be
new ; the mlnd will then be at a stand in the contemplation thereof, until it is de_ermined by other causes to think
_f something else.
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Thus the conception of a new object, considered in itself,
is of the same nature as other conceptions ; hence, I do not
include wonder among the emotions, nor de I see why I
should so include it, inasmuch as this distraction of the
mind arises from no pesltive cause drawing away the mind
from other objects, but merely from the absence of a
cause, which should determine the mind to pass from the
contemplation of one object to the contemplation of
another.
I, therefore, recognize only three primitive or primary.
emotions (as I said in the note to ]:IX.xi.), namely, pleasure,
pain, and desire. I have spoken of wonder, simply because
it is customary to speak of certain emotions springing
from the three primitive ones by different names, when
they are referred to the objects of our wonder. I am led
by the same motive to add a definition of contempt.
V. Contempt is the conception of anything which touches
the mind so little, that its presence leads the mind to imagine
those qualities which are not in it, rather than such as are
in it (cf. IXI. lii. note).
The definitions of veneration and scorn I here pass over,
for I am not aware that any emotions are named after
them.
VI. Love is pleasure, accompanied by the idea of an
external cause.
Eztv/anat/on.--This definition explains sufficiently clearly
the essence of love ; the definition given by those authors
who say that love is the lover's wish to unite himself to ths
loved object expresses a property, but not the essence of
love; and, as such authors have not sufficiently discerned
love's essence, they have been unable to acquire a true conception of its properties, accordingly their definition is on
all hands admitted to be very obscure. It must, however,
be noted, that when I say that it is a property of love, that
the lover should wish to unite himself to the beloved object,
I do not here mean by wish consent, or conclusion, or a
_ee deaision of the mind (for I have shown such, in II.
xlviii., to be fictitious) ; neither do I mean a desire of being
united to the loved object when it is absent, or of continuing in its presence when it is at hand; for love can be coneeived without either of these desires; but by wish I
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mean the contentment,
which is in the lover, on account of
the presence of the beloved object, whereby the pleasure of
the lover is strengthened,
or at least maintained.
VII. Hatred is pain, accompanied by the idea of an external cause.
_xplanation.--These
observations are easily grasped after
what has been said in the explanation of the preceding
defimtlon (cf. also III. xiil. note).
VIII. Inclination is pleasure, accompanied by the idea of
something which is accidentally a cause of pleasure.
IX. Aversion is paAn, accompanied by the idea of something which is accidentally the cause of pain (eL IIL xv,
note).
X. Devotion is love towaxds one whom we admire.
_xplanation.PWonder
(admiratio)
arises (a_ we l_ve
shown, HI. lii.) from the novelty of a thing.
If, therefore,
it happens that the object of our wonder is often conceived
by us, we sh_ll cease to wonder at it; thus we see, that
the emotion of devotion rea£ily degenerates
into simple
love.
XI. Derision is pleasure arising from our conceiving the
presence of a quality, which we despise, in an object which
we hate.
:ExT/anat/on.--_
so far as we despise a th_ng which we
hate, we deny existence thereof (I/I. lii. note), and to that
extent rejoice (HI. xx.).
But since we assume that man
hates that which he derides, it follows that the pleasure in
question is not without alloy (cf. IH. xlvii, note).
XII. Hope is an inconstant
pleasure,
arising from the
idea of something past or future, whereof we to a certain
extent doubt the issue.
_lll.
/_ear is an inconstant
pain arising from the idea
of something past or future, whereof we to a certain extent
doubt the issue (ef. III. xviii, note).
_xT/anat/on.--From
these definitions it follows, that them
is no hope nnm_ngled with fear, and no fear unmingled
with hope.
For he, who depends on hope and doubts concerning the issue of anything, is assumed to conceive something, which excludes the existence of the said thing in the
future ; therefore he, to this extent, feels pain (cf. III. xix.) ;
consequently,
while dependent
on hope, he fears for the

PAINT III.]

DEFINITIONS

OF

THE

EMOTIONS.

]77

issue.
Contrariwise he, who fears, in other words doubts,
conceriLing the issue of something
which he hates, also
conceives something which excludes the existence of the
thing in question; to this extent he feels pleasure, and
consequently to this extent he hopes that it will turn out

as hedesires(m. xx.).

X1-V. Canftdence is pleasure
arising from the idea of
something past or future, wherefrom all cause of doubt has
been removed.
XV. Despair is pain arising from the idea of something
past or future, wherefrom
all cause of doubt has been removed.
/_ZT/anat/on.--Thus
confidence springs from hope, and
despair from fear, when all cause for doubt as to the issue
of an event has been removed : this comes to pass, because
man conceives sometMng past or future as present and regards it as such, or elwe because he conceives other things,
which exclude the existence of the causes of his doubt.
For, although we can never be absolutely certain of the
issue of any particular event (II. x_i.
CoroU.), it may
nevertheless
happen that we feel no doubt concerning it.
l_or we have shown, that to feel no doubt concerning a
thing is not the same as to be quite certain of it (II. xlix.
note).
Thus it may happen that we are affected by the
same eunotion of pleasure or pain concerning a thing past
or future, as concerning the conception of a thing present ;
this I have already shown in IIL xviii., to which, with its
note, I refer the reader.
XVJ. Joy is pleasure accompanied by the idea of something past, which has had an issue beyond our hope.
XVII. D/sui_o/_ment
is pain accompanied by the idea of
something past, which has had an issue contrary to our hope.
XVHL P/ty is pain accompanied
by the idea of evil,
which has befallen someone else whom we conceive to be
like ourselves (cf. ]XI. xxii. note, and III. xxvii, note).
_i_/a_/on.--Between
pity and sympathy (m/ser/cordia)
there seems to be no difference, unless perhaps that the
former term is used in reference to a tm_icular action, and
the latter in reference to a disposition.
_Fg
Ai_raval
is love towards one who has done good
to another.
IZ.
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XX. Indignation
is hatred towards one who has done
evil to another.
Ez21anation.-----I am aware that these terms are employed
in senses somewhat different from those usually assigned.
But my purpose is to explain, not the meaning of words,
but the nature of things.
I therefore make use of such
terms, as may convey my meaning without any violent departure
from
their ordinary
signification.
One statement of my method will suffice. As for the cause of the
above-named
emotions see III. xxvii. CorolL i., and III.
xx[i. note.
X_CT. Partlality is thinking too highly of anyone because
of the love we bear him.
XXII.
Disparagement
is thinking too meanly of anyone,
because we hate him.
Ezplanation.--Thus
partiality
is an effect of love, and
disparagement
an effect of hatred : so i_hat partiality may
also be defined as love, in so far as it induces a _,_n to think
too highly of a beloved object. Contrariwise,
disparage_nent
may be defined as hatred, in 8o far as it induces a _nan to
think too meanly of a hated object. Of. III. xxvi. note.
X_XITT. _,nvy is hatred, in so far as it induces a man to
be pained by another's
good fortune, and to rejoice in another's evil fortune.
Ezplanation,--Envy
is generally opposed to sympathy,
which, by doing some violence to the meshing of the word,
may therefore be thus defined:
:Y_CIV. Sympathy (misericordia)
is love, in so far as it
induces a man to feel pleasure at another's good fortune,
and pain at another's evil fortune.
Explanation.--Concerning
envy see the notes to TIT. xxiv.
al_d xxxii.
These emotions also arise from pleasure or
pain accompanied
by the idea of something
external, as
cause either in itself or accidentally.
I now pass on to
other emotions, which are accompanied by the idea of something within as a cause.
XXV. Self.alrln'oval
is pleasure arising
from a man's
contemplation
of h{mself and his own power of action.
XXVI.
Hu_nility is pain arising from a man's contemplation of his own weakness of body or mind.
E_p/anat/o**.--Self-eomplacency
is opposed to humihty,
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in so far as we thereby mean pleasure arising from a contemplation of our own power of action ; but, in so far as
we mean thereby pleasure accompanied by the idea of any
action which we believe we have performed by the free decision of our mind, it is opposed to repentance,
which we
may thus define :
XXVII.
Repentance is pain accompanied by the idea of
some action, which we believe we trove performed
by the
free decision of our mind.
_Tz_o/anat/on.--The
causes of these emotions we have set
forth in IlrI. li. note, and in III. liii. liv. lv. and note.
Concerning
the free decision of the mind see H. xxxv.
note.
This is perhaps the place to call attention
to the
fact, that it is nothing wonderful
that all those actions,
which are commonly called wrong, are followed by pain,
and all those, which are called right, are followed by pleasure. We can easily gather from what has been said, that
this depends in great measure on education.
Parents, by
reprobating
the former class of actions, and by frequently
chiding their children because of them, and also by persuading to and praising the latter class, have brought it
about, that the former should be associated
with pain
and the latter with pleasure.
This is confirmed by experience.
For custom and religion are not the same among
all men, but that which some consider sacred others consider profane, and what some consider honourable
others
_onsider disgraceful.
According
as each man has been
educated, he feels repentance for a given action or glories
therein.
XXVIII.
l:)rlde is thinking too highly of one's self from
self-love.
Ezplanatlon.--Thus
pride is different from partiality, for
the latter term is used in reference to an external object,
but pride is used of a man thinkdng
too highly of hhnself.
However,
as partiality
is the effect of love, so is
)oride the effect or property of self-love, which may therere be thus defined, love of self or eelf-apTroval, in so
far as it leads a ma_ to think too highly of himself.
To
this emotion there is no contrary.
For no one thinks too
meanly of himself because of self-hatred;
I say that no
_)ne thinks too meanly of himself, in so far as he con-
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ceives that he is incapable of doing this or tt_t.
For what_
soever a man imagines that he is incapable of doing, he
imagines this of necessity, and by that notion he is so disposed, that he really cannot do that which he conceives that
he c_.nnot do. For, so long as he conceives that he cannot
do it, so long is he not determined
to do it, and consequently so long is it impossible for him to do it. However,
if we consider such matters as only depend on opinion, we
shall find it conceivable that a man may think too meanly
of himself ; for it may happen, that a man, sorrowfully regarding his own weakness, should imagine that he is despised by all men, while the rest of the world are thinking
of nothing less than of despising him.
Again, a man may
think too meanly of himself, if he deny of hit, self in the
.present someth_ug in relation to a future time of which he
is uncertain.
As, for instance, if he should say that he is
unable to form any clear conceptions, or that he can desire
and do nothing but what is wicked and base, &c. We may
also say, that a man thinks too meanly of himself, when we
see him from excessive fear of shame refusing to do th_n_
which others, his equals, venture.
We can, therefore, set
down as a contrary to pride an emotion which I will c_U
self-abasement,
for as _rem self-complacency
springs pride,
so from humih'ty springs self-abasement,
which I
accordingly thus define:
_XIX. Self-abasement
is thinking too meanly of one's self
by reason of pain.
E_/anation.--We
are nevertheless
generally accustomed
to oppose pride to humility, but in that case we pay more
attention
to the effect of either emotion than to its nature.
We axe wont to call Troud the man who boasts Coo much
(ill. xxx. note), who talks of nothing but his own virtues
and other people's faults, who wishes to be first ; and lastly
who goes through life with a style and pomp suitable to
those far above him in station.
On the other hand, we
call humble the man who too often blushes, who confesses
his faults, who sets forth other men's virtues, and who,
lastly, walks with bent head and is negligent of his attire.
However, these emotions, humility and self-abasement,
are
extremely rare.
For human nature, considered in itself,
strives against them as much as it can (see IIL _ili_ ]iv.) ;
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hence those, who are believed to be most self-abased
and
humble, are generally
in reality the most ambitious
and
envious.
:_U'I. Honour _is pleasure accompanied
by the idea of
some action of our own, which we believe to be praised by
others.
_VXYI. Shame is pain accompanied
by the idea of some
action of our own, which we believe to be blamed by
others.
Exv2lanation.--On
this subject see the note to HI. xxx.
But we should here remark the difference which exists between shame and modesty.
Shame is the pain following
the deed whereof we are ashamed.
Modesty
is the fear
or dread of shame, which restrains a man from committing
a base action.
Modesty is usually opposed to shamelessness, but the lat_er is not an emotion, as I will duly show ;
however, the names of the emotions (as I have remaxked
already) have regard rather to their exercise than to their
nature.
I have now fulfilled my task of explaining the emotions
arising from pleasure
and pain. I therefore
proceed to
treat of those which I refer to desire.
R_XT[.
Regret is the desire or appetite to possess something, kept alive by the remembrance
of the said thing, and
at the same time constrained by the remembrance
of other
things which exclude the existence of it.
ExTlanatio_.--When
we remember a thing, we are by tl_t
very facf, as I have already said more than once, disposed ix)
contemplate it with the same emotion as if it were something
present;
but this disposition
or endeavour, while we are
awake, is generally checked by the images of things which
exclude the existence of that which we remember.
Thus
when we remember something which affected us with a
certain pleasure, we by that very fact endeavour to regard
it with the same emotion of pleasure as though it were
present, but this endeavour is at once checked by the remembrance of things which exclude the existence of the
thing in question.
Wherefore
regret is, strictly speaking, a pain opposed to that pleasure, which arises from
the absence of something we hate (cf. ]XI. xlvii, note).
But, as the name regret seems to refer to desire, I set
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Emulation
is the desire of something, engendered in us by our conception that others have the same
desire.
Explanation.
He who runs away, because he sees others
running away, or he who fears, because he sees others in
fear; or again, he who, on seeing that another man has
burnt his hand, draws towards him his own hand, and
moves his body as though his own hand were burnt; such
an one can be said to imitate another's emotion, but not to
emulate him ; not because the causes of emulation and imitation are different, but because it has become customary to
speak of emulation
only in him, who imitates that which
we deem to be honourable, useful, or pleasant.
As to the
cause of emulation, cf. IIL xxvii, and note.
The reason
why this emotion is generally coupled with envy may be
seen from III. xxxii, and note.
X_.
Thankfulness
or Gratitude is the desire or zeal
springing from love, whereby we endeavour to benefit him,
who with similar feelings of love has conferred a benefit
on us.
Cf. II]:. x_t_ix, note and xl.
_.
Benevolence is the desire of benefiting one whom
we pity.
Cf. HI. xxvii, note.
XXXVI.
Anger is the desire, whereby through hatred
we are induced to injure one whom we hate, IIL xY_,
Y_.
Revenge is the desire whereby we are induced,
through
mutual hatred, to injure one who, with similar
feelings,
has injured
us.
(See III. xl. Coroll. ii. and
note.)
_VIII.
Cruelty or savageness is the desire, whereby
a man is impelled to injure one whom we love or pity.
Explanation.--To
cruelty is opposed clemency, which is
not a passive state of the mind, but a power whereby mau
restrains his anger and revenge.
X_'_x.
Timidity is the desire to avoid a greater evil,
which we dread, by undergoing
a lesser evil. Cf. III. _T.
note.
X:L. Daring is the desire, whereby a man is set on to do
something dangerous which his equals fear to attempt.
XLI. Cowardice is attribu_l
to one, whose desire is

PART

III.]

DI_FINITIONB

OF

THE

EMOTIONS.

]B3

checked by the fear of some danger which his equals dare
to encounter.
_T/anat/on.--Cowardice
is, therefore, nothing else but
the fearof some evil, which most men are wont not to fear ;
hence I do not reckon it among the emotions springing from
desire.
Nevertheless,
I have chosen to explain it here, because, in so far as we look to the desire, it is truly opposed
to the emotion of daring.
:_LII. Consternation is attributed to one, whose desire of
avoiding evil is checked by amazement at the evil which he
fears.
Ezplanation.--Consternation
is, therefore,
a species of
cowardice.
But, inasmuch as consternation
arises from a
double fear, it may be more conveniently
defined as a fear
which keeps a man so bewildered and wavering, that he is
not able to remove the evil.
I say bewildered, in so far as
we understand
his desire of removing the evil to be constrained by his amazement.
I say wavering, in so far as
we understand
the said desire to be constrained
by the
fear of another evil, which equally torments him : wlaence
it comes to pass that he knows not, which he may avert of
the two.
On this subject, see III. xxxix, note, and HI. lii.
note.
Concerning cowardice and daring, see ]:II. li. note.
XLIII.
Courtesy, or deference (HunwLnitas seu modest_a),
is the de_'ire of acting in a way that should please men,
and refraining from that which should displease them.
XLIV. Ambition is the immoderate
desire of power.
ExTlanation._Ambition
is the desire, whereby all the
emotions
(cf. III.
xxvii, and xxxi.) axe fostered
and
strengthened;
therefore
this emotion
can with dif_culty
be overcome.
For, so long as a man is bound by any desire, he is at the same time necessarily bound by this.
"The best men," says Cicero, "are especially led by honour.
Even philosophers,
when they write a book contemning
honour, sign their names thereto," and so on.
XLV. Luxury is excessive desire, or even love of living
sumptuously.
XLVI. Intemperance
is the excessive desire and love of
drinking.
XLVII. Avarice
is the excessive
desire and love of
riches.
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XLVIII.
/,ust is desire and love in the matter of sexua_
intercourse.
E:rplanation.
Whether this desire be excessive or not, it
is still called lust.
These last five emotions (as I have
shown in HI. lvi.) have no contraries.
For deference is a
species of ambition
Cf. HI. xxix. note.
Again, I have already pointed out, that temperance,
sobriety,
and chastity
indicate rather
a power than a
passivity of the mind.
It may, nevertheless,
happen, that
an avaricious, an ambitious, or a timid man may abstain
from excess in eating, drinking, or sexual indulgence, yet
avarice, ambition, and fear are not contraries to luxury,
drunkenness,
and debauchery.
For an avaricious
man
often is glad to gorge himself with food and drink at
another man's expense.
An ambitious man will restrain
himself in nothing, so long as he thinks his indulgences are
secret ; and if he lives among drunkards
and debauchees,
he will, from the mere fact of being ambitious, be more
prone to those vices.
Lastly, a timid man does that which
he would not.
For though an avaricious ma.n should, for
the sake of avoiding death, cast his riches into the sea, he
will none the less remain avaricious ; so, also, if a lustful
man is downcast, because he cannot follow his bent, he does
not, on the grolmd of abstention, cease to be lustful.
In
fact, these emotions are not so much concerned with the
actual feasting, drinking, &c., as with the appetite and love
of such.
Nothing, therefore, can be opposed to these emotions, but high-mindedness
and valour, whereof I will speak
presently.
The definitions of jealousy and other waverings of the
mind I pass over in silence, first, because they arise
from the compounding of the emotions already described ;
secondly, because many of them have no distinctive names,
which shows that it is sufficient for practical purposes to
have merely a general knowledge of them.
However, it is
established from the definitions of the emotions, which we
have set forth, that they all spring from desire, pleasure,
or pain, or, rather, that there is nothing besides these three;
wherefore each is wont to be called by a variety of names in
accordance with its various relations and extrinsic tokens.
If we now direct our attention to these primitive emotions,
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and to what has been said concerning the nature of the
mind, we shall be able thus to define the emotions, in so
far as they are referred to the mind only.
GENERAL

DEFINITION

OF

THE

EMOTIONS.

Emotion, which is caned a passiviL-y of the soul, is a
¢onfnsed idea, whereby the mind affirms concerning its
body, or any part thereof, a force for existence (e_i_endi
v/s) greater or less tha.n before, and by the presence of
which the mind is determined to think of one thing rather
than another.
EzT_nation.----I
say, first, that emotion or passion of
the soul is a co_fased idea.
For we have shown that the
mind is only passive, in so far as it has inadequate or confused ideas.
(IXI. iii.)
I say, further, whereby the mind
a_rms concerning its body or any part thereof a force for
ezistence greater than before.
For all the ideas of bodies,
which we possess, denote rather the actual disposition
of
our own body (II. xvi. Coroll. ii.) than the nature of an
external body.
But the idea which constitutes
the reality
of an emotion must denote or express the disposition
of
the body, or of some part thereof, which is possessed by
the body, or some part thereof, because its power of action
_r force for existence is increased or diminished,
helped or
hindered.
But it must be noted that, when I say a greater
_r less force for ezistence than before, I do not mean that
the mind compares the present with the past disposition of
the body, but that the idea which constitutes the reality of
an emotion affirms something of the body, which, in fact,
involves more or less of reality than before.
And inasmuch
as the essence of mind consists in tbe
fact (H. xi. xiii.), that it affirms the actual existence of its own
body, and inasmuch
as we understand
by perfection
the
very essence of a thing, it follows that the mind passes to
greater or less perfection, when it happens to affirm concerning its own body, or any part thereof, something
involving more or less reality than before.
When, therefore,
I said above that the power of the
mind is increased or diminished,
I merely meant that the
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mind had formed of its own body, or of some par_ thereof,
an idea involving more or less of reality, than it had already
affirmed concerning its own body.
For the excellence of
ideas, and the actual power of thinking are measured by
the excellence of the object.
Lastly, I have added by t/_
Tresence of which the mind is determined to think of one thing
rather than another, so that, besides the nature of pleasure
and pain, which the first l_rt of the definition exl)lai_ , I
might also express the nature of desire.
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U'M'A_
in moderating
and a man
checking
the
emotions infirmity
I name bondage:
for, when
is a prey
to his emotions, he is not his own master, but lies at the
mercy of fortune : so much so, that he is often compelled,
w_aile seeing that which is better for him, to follow that
which is worse.
Why this is so, and what is good or evil
in the emotions, I propose to show in this part of my
treatise.
But, before I begin, it would be well to make a
few prefatory observations on perfection and imperfection,
good and evil.
When a man has purposed to make a given thing, and
has brought it to perfection, his work will be pronounced
perfect, not only by himself, but by everyone who rightly
knows, or thinks that he knows, the intention and aim of
its author.
For instance, suppose anyone sees a work
(which I assume to be not yet completed), and knows that
the Aim of the author of that work is to build a house, he
will call the work imperfect ; he will, on the other hand,
call it perfect, as soon as he sees that it is carried through
to the end, which its author had purposed for it. But if a
man sees a work, the like whereof he has never seen before,
and if he knows not the intention of the artificer, he plainly
cannot know, whether that work be perfect or imperfect.
Such seems to be the primary meaning of these terms.
But, after men beg_u to form general ideas, to think out
types of houses, buildings, towers, &c., and to prefer certain
types to others, it came about, that each man called perfect that which he saw agree with the general idea he
had formed of the thing in question, and called imperfect
that which he saw agree less with his own preconceived
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type, even though it had evidentlybeen completed in
accora_.nce with the idea of its a_ificer.
This seems to be
the only reason for c_l|ing natural phenomena, which, indeed, are not made with human hands, perfect or imperfect: for men are wont to form general ideas of things
natural, no less than of things artificial, and such ideas
they hold as types, believing that Nature (who they thln_
does nothing without an object) has them in view, and 'has
set them as types before herself.
Therefore, when they
behold something in Nature, which does not wholly conform
to the preconceived
type which they have formed of the
thing in question, they say that Nature has fallen short or
has blundered, and has left her work incomplete.
Thus
we see that men are wont to style natural phenomena perfect or imperfect rather from their own prejudices, than
from true knowledge of what they pronounce upon.
Now we showed in the Appendix to Part I., that Nature
does not work with an end in view.
For the eternal and
infinite Being, which we call God or Nature, acts by the
same necessity as that whereby it exists. For we have shown,
that by the same necessity of its nature, whereby it exists,
it likewise works (I. xvi.).
The reason or cause why God
or Nature exists, and the reason why he acts, are one and
the same.
Therefore, as he does not exist for the sake of
an end, so neither does he act for the sake of an end; of
his existence and of his action there is neither origin nor
end.
Wherefore, a cause which is called final is nothlng
else but human desire, in so far as it is considered as the
origin or cause of anything.
For example, when we say
that to be inhabited is the final cause of this or that house,
we mean nothing more than that a man, conceiving the
conveniences
of household life, had a desire to build a
house.
Wherefore, the being ]nh_bited, in so far as it is
regarded as a final cause, is nothing else but this particular
desire, which is really the efficient cause ; it is regarded as
the primary cause, because men are generally ignorant of
the causes of their desires
They are, as I h_ve often said
already, conscious of their own actions and appetites, but
ignorant of the causes whereby they are determined to any
particular
desire.
Therefore, the common saying that
Nature sometimes falls short, or blunders, and produces
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things which are imperfect, I set down among the glosses
treated of in the Appendix to Part I. Perfection and imperfection, then, are in realify merely modes of thinks,
or notions which we form from a comparison among one
another of individuals of the same species; hence I said
above (II. Def. vi.), that loy reality and perfection I mean
the same thing.
For we are wont to refer all the individual
things in nature to one genus, which is called the highest
genus, namely, to the category of Being, whereto absolutely
all individuals
in nature belong.
Thus, in so far as we
refer the individuals
in nature to this category,, and comparing them one with another, find that some possess more
of being or reality than others, we, to this extent, say that
some are more perfect than others.
Again, in so far as we
attribute
to them anything
implying negation--as
term,
end, infirmity, etc.,--we,
to this extent, call them imperfect, because they do not affect our mind so much as the
things which we call perfect, not because they have any intrinsic deficiency, or because Nature has blundered.
For
nothing lies within the scope of a thing's nature, save that
which follows from the necessity of the nature of its
efficient cause, and whatsoever follows from the necessity of
the nature of its efficient cause necessarily comes to pass.
As for the terms good and bad, they indicate no positive
quality in things regarded in themselves, but are merely
modes of thinking,
or notions which we form from the
comparison of things one with another.
Thus one and the
same thing can be at the same time good, bad, and indifferent.
For instance, music is good for him that is melancholy, bad for him that mourns; for him that is deaf, it is
neither good nor bad.
Nevertheless,
though this be so, the terms should still
be retained.
For, inasmuch as we desire to form an idea
of man as a type of human nature which we may hold in
view, it will be useful for us to retain the terms in question, in the sense I have indicated.
In what follows, then, I shall mean by "good " that
which we certainly know to be a means of approaching
more nearly to the type of human nature, which we have
set before ourselves;
by "bad," that which we certainly
]mowto be a hindrance to us in approae_h/ng the said type.
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Again, we shall say that men are more perfect, or more ira.
perfect, in proportion as they approach more or less nearly
to the said type.
For it must be specially remarked that,
when I say that a man passes from a lesser to a greater
perfection, or vice versd, I do not mean that he is changed
from one essence or reality to another ; for instance, a horse
would be as completely destroyed by being changed into a
man, as by being changed into an insect. What I mean is,
that we conceive the thing's power of action, in so far
as this is understood
by its nature, to be increased or
diminished.
Lastly, by perfection in general I shall, as I
have said, mean reality--in
other words, each thing's
essence, in so far as it exists, and operates in a particular
manner, and without paying any regard to its duration.
:For no given thing can be said to be more perfect, because
it has passed a longer time in existence.
The duration of
things
cannot be determined
by their essence, for the
essence of things involves no fixed and definite period of
existence;
but everything, whether it be more perfect or
less perfect, will always be able to persist in existence with
the same force wherewith
it b%o_n to exist ; wherefore, in
ihis respect, all things are equal
_)EFINITIONS.

I. By good I mean that which we certainly know to be
useful to us.
II. By evil I mean that which we certainly know to be a
_indrance
to us in the attainment
of any good.
(Concerning
these terms see the foregoing preface to_vards the end.)
I_. Particular
things I call contingent in so far as, while
re_rding
their essence only, we find nothing therein, which
neces_.axily asserts their existence or excludes it.
IV. Particular things I call possible in so far as, while
regarding the causes whereby they must be produced, we
know not, whether such causes be determined for producing
them.
(In I. xxxiii, note i., I drew no distinction
between
possible and contingent, because there was in that place no
_aeed to distin_o_ish them accurately.)
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V. By conflicting emotwns I mean those which draw a
man in different directions, though they are of the same
kind, such as luxury and avarice, which are both species
of love, and are contraries, not by nature, but by accident.
VI. What I mean by emotion felt towards
a thing,
future, present, and past, I explained in III. xviii., notes
i. and ii., which see.
(But I should here also remark, that we can only distinctly conceive distance of space or time up to a certain
definite limit; that is, all objects distant from us more
than two hundred
feet, or whose distance from the place
where we axe exceeds that which we can distinctly conceive,
seem to be an equal distance from us, and all in the same
plane ; so also objects, whose time of existing is conceived
as removed from the present by a longer interval than we
can distinctly conceive, seem to be all equally distant from
the present, and are set down, as it were, to the same
moment of time.)
VII. By an end, for the sake of which we do something,
I mean a desire.
VIII. By virtue (virtue) and power I mean the same
thing ; that is (HI. vii.), virtue, in so far as it is referred
to man, is a man's nature or essence, in so far as it has the
power of effecting what can only be understood
by the
laws of that nature.
Axiom
There is no individual thing in nature, than which there
is not another more powerful and strong.
Whatsoever
thing be given, there is something stronger whereby it can
be destroyed.
P_oP. I. No Tositive quality possessed by a false idea is
removed by the presence of what is true, i_ virtue of it8 being
_ry.e.

Proofi--Falsity
consists solely in the privation of knowledge which inadequate ideas involve (II. xxxv.), nor have
they any positive quality on account of which they axe
called false (IL rr_iH.) ; contrariwise,
in so fax as they are
referred to God, they are true (II. _r_ii.).
Wherefore,
if
the positive quality possessed by a false idea were removed
by the presence of what is true, in virtue of its being true,
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a true idea would then be removed by itself, which (TV. iii.)
is absurd.
Therefore, no positive quality possessed by a
false idea, &c. Q.E.D.
iV'ote.--This proposition is more clearly understood from
TI. xvi. Coroll. ii. For ima_c__nation is an idea, which indicates rather the present disposition
of the human body
than the nature of the external body ; not indeed distinctly,
but confusedly ; whence it comes to pass, that the mind is
said to err. For instance, when we look at the sun, we
conceive that it is distant from us about two hundred feet;
in this judgment we err, so long as we are in ignorance of
its true distance; when its true distance is known, the
error is removed, but not the imagination;
or, in other
words, the idea of the sun, which only expl_._ns the na_are
of that luminary, in so far as the body is affected thereby :
wherefore, though we know the real distance, we shall still
nevertheless imagine the sun to be near us. For, as we
said in II. _v.
note, we do not imagine the sun to be so
near us, because we are ignorant of its true distance, but
because the mind conceives the magnitude of the sun to
the extent that the body is affected thereby.
Thus, when
the rays of the sun falling on the surface of water are reflect_ into our eyes, we _m_gine the sun as if it were in
the water, though we are aware of its real position ; and
similarly other imaginations, wherein the mind is deceived,
whether they indicate the natural disposition of the body,
or that its power of activity is increased or dimlnlshed,
are
not contrary to the truth, and do not vanish at its presence.
It happens indeed that, when we mistakenly
fear an evil,
the fear vanishes when we hear the true tidings ; but the
contrary also happens, namely, that we fear an evil which
will certainly come, and our fear vanishes when we hear
false tidings;
thus imaginations
do not vanish at the
presence of the truth, in virtue of its being true, but because other imaginations,
stronger than the first, supervene
and exclude the present
existence
of that which we
imagined, as I have shown in H. xvii.
l_oP.
H. We are aaly laassive, in so far as we are a Tart
of l_ature, which cannot be conceived by itself without other
parts.
Proof.--We
are said to _ve l_smve, when something
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an_ in us,whereof we are onlya partialcause (HI. Def.
ii.), that is (IH. Def. i.), something
which cannot be deduced solely from the laws of our nature.
We are passive
therefore, in so far as we are a part of Nature, which c_.nnot
be conceived by itself without other parts.
Q.E.D.
l_oP. ]21. The force whereby a _nan _versists in ezisting is
limited, and _ infinitely surpassed by the power of e_ter_al
Proof.--This
is evident from the axiom of this part.
For, when man is given, there is something else--say
n-more powerful ; when A is given, there is something else--say B--more powerful than A, and so on to infinity ; thus
the power of man is limited by the power of some other
thing, and is infinitely surpassed by the Power of external
causes.
O_.E.D.
I_oP. IV. It @ impossible, that _nan should not be a part
of Nature,
or that he should be capable of undergoing
no
changes, save such as can be understood through his nature
only as their adequate vause.
l_roof.wThe
Power, whereby each particular
thing, and
consequently
man, preserves
his being, is the Power of
God or of Nature (I. xxiv. Coroll.) ; not in so far as it is
infinite, but in so far as it can be explained by the actual
human essence (]:IT. vii.). Thus the power of man, in so
far as it is explained through his own actual essence, is a
part of the infinite power of God or Nature, in other words,
of the essence thereof (I. xxxiv.).
This was our first Poiut.
Again, if it were possible, that r,_.n should undergo no
changes save such as can be understood
solely through the
nature of man, it would follow that he would not be able
to die, bu_ would always necessarily exist; this would b_
the necessary
consequence
of a cause whose Power wa.,
either finite or _n_n_te; namely, either of man's Powel
, inasmuch as he would be capable of removing from
self all changes which could spring from external causes;
or of the infinite power of Nature, whereby all individual
th_ngs would be so ordered, that man should be incapable
of undergoing
any changes save such as tended towards
his own preservation.
But the first alternative is absurd
(by the last Prop., the proof of which is universal, and can
be _ppliedto allindividual things).
Therefore, if it be
II.
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possible, that man should not be capable of undergoing
any
changes, save such as can be explained solely through hisown
nature, and consequently
that he must always (as we have
shown) necessarily exist ; such a result must follow from
the infinite power of God, and consequently
(I. xvi.) from
the necessity of the divine nature, in so far as it is regarded
as affected by the idea of any given man, the whole order
of nature as conceived under the attributes
of extension
and thought must be deducible.
It would therefore follow
(I. xxi.) that man is infinite, which (by the first part of this
proof) is absurd.
It is, therefore, impossible,
that man
should not undergo any changes save those whereof he is
the adequate cause.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--Hence
it follows, that man is necessarily
always a prey to his passions, that he follows and obeys the
general order of nature, and that he accommodates himself
thereto, as much as the nature of things demands.
PROP. _r The power and increase of every passion, and
its persistence in existing are not defir_ed by the power, whereby
_ve ourselves endeavour to persist in ezisting, but by thepower
of an external cause compared with our own.
Proof.--The
essence of a passion cannot be explained
through
our essence alone (]:II. Deft. L and ii.), that is
(]:[I. vii.), the power of a passion cannot be defined by the
power, whereby we ourselves endeavour to persist in existing, but (as is shown in H. xvi.) must necessarily be defined by the power of an external cause compared with our
own.
Q.E.D.
'_
PROP. YI.
The force of any passion or emotion can over.
come the rest of a man's activities or power, so that the emo.
tion becomes obstinately f_ed to him.
Proof.--The
force and increase of any passion and its
persistence in existing are defined bythe power of an external
cause compared with our own (by the foregoing Prop.) ; therefore (IV. iii.) it can overcome a man's power, &c. Q.E.D.
PROP. VII. An emotion can only be controlled or destroyed
by arwther emotion eonSrary thereto, and with more Tower for
controlling emotion.
Proof.--Emotion,
in so far as it is referred to the m_nd,
is an idea, whereby the mind affirms of its body a greater
or less force of existence than before (cf. the general Defini-
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tion of the Emotions at the end of Part III.).
When,
therefore, the mind is assailed by any emotion, the body is
at the same time affected with a modification whereby its
power of activity is increased
or diminished.
Now this
modification
of the body (IV. v.) receives from its cause
the force for persistence in its being ; which force can only
be checked or destroyed by a bodily cause (II. vi.), in virtue of the body being affected with a modification
contrary
to (III. v.) and stronger than itself (IV. Ax.) ; wherefore
(II. xiL) the mind is affected by the idea of a modification
contrary to, and stronger than the former modification, in
other words, (by the general definition of the emotions) the
mind will be affected by an emotion contrary to and stronger
than the former emotion, which will exclude or destroy the
existence of the former emotion ; thus an emotion cannot be
destroyed nor controlled except by a contrary and stronger
emotion.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--An
emotion, in so far as it is referred to the
7hind, can only be controlled or destroyed through an idea
of a modification
of the body contrary to, and stronger
than, that which we are undergoing.
For the emotion
which we undergo can only be checked or destroyed by an
emotion contrary to, and stronger than, itself, in other
words, (by the general Definition of the Emotions) only by
an idea of a modification
of the body contrary
to, and
_tronger than, the modification which we undergo.
PROp. VIII.
The kTwwledge of good and evil is nothing
else but the emotions of pleasure or pain, iu so far as we are
vonsc_us thereof.
.Proof.--We call a thing good or evil, when it is of service
or the reverse in preserving
our being (IV. Deft. i. and ii.),
that is (IIL vii.), when it increases or diminishes, helps or
hinders, our power of activity.
Thus, in so far as we poreeive that a thing affects us with pleasure or pain, we call
it good or evil ; wherefore the knowledge of good and evil
is nothing else but the idea of the pleasure or pain, which
necessarily
follows from that pleasurable
or painful emotion (IX. xxiL). But this idca is united to the emotion in
the same way as mind is united to body VII. xxi.) ; that is,
there is no real distinction
between
this idea and the
emotion or idea of the modification
of the body, save in
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conception only.
Therefore the l_owledge
of good and
evil is nothing else hut the emotion, in so far as we are conscious thereof.
Q.E.D.
PROP. IX.
An emotion, whereof we conceive the cause to
be with us at the Tresent ti_r_, is stronger than if we did r_o$
conceive the cause to be with us.
_Proof. Imagination
or conception is the idea, by which
the mind regards a thing as present (II. xvii. note), but
which indicates the disposition of the mind rather than the
nature of the external thing (II. xvi. Coroll. ii). An emotion is therefore a conception,
in so far as it indicates the
disposition of the body.
But a conception (by YI. xvii.) is
stronger, so long as we conceive nothing which excludes the
present existence of the external object;
wherefore
an
emotion is also stronger or more intense, when we conceive
the cause to be with us at the present time, than when we
do not conceive the cause to be with us.
Q.E.D.
_Vote.--When
I said above in LTI. xviii, that we are
affected by the image of what is past or future with the
same emotion as if the thing conceived were present, I
expressly stated, that this is only true in so far as we look
solely to the image of the thing _n question itself ; for the
thing's nature is unchanged, whether we have conceived it
or not;
I did not deny that the image becomes weaker,
when we regard as present to us other things which exclude
the present existence of the future object:
I did not expressly call attention to the fact, because I purposed to treat
of the strength of the emotions in this part of my work.
Corollary.--The
image of something past or future, that
is, of a thing which we regard as in relation to time past or
time future, to the exclusion of time present, is, when other
conditions are equal, weaker than the image of something
present ; consequently
an emotion felt towards what is past
or future is less intense, other conditions being equal, than
an emotion felt towards something present.
PROP. X. Towards something future, which we conceive a_
close at hand, we are affected _wre intensely, than if we con_
ceive that its time far e_stence is separated from the Tresen$
by a longer inte_al ; so too by the remembrance of what we
conceive to have not long 19assed away we are affected more
intensely, than if we conceive that it has long _assed away.
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_Proof.--In so far as we conceive a thing as close at hand,
or not long passed away, we conceive that which excludes
the presence of the object less, than if its period of future
existence were more distant from the present, or if it had
long passed away (this is obvious) ; therefore Coy the foregoing Prop.) we are, so far, more intensely affected towards
it.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.
From the remarks made in Def. vl. of this
part it follows that, if objects are separated from the present by a longer period than we can define in conception,
though their dates of occurrence be widely separated one
from the other, they all affect us equally faintly.
PROP. X_[o .4n emotion towards that which we conceive az
necessary is, when other conditions are equal, more intense
than an emotion towards that which is Tossible, or contingent,
or non.necessary.
_Proof.--Iu so far as we conceive a thing to be necessary,
we, to that extent, affirm its existence ; on the other hand
we deny a thing's existence, in so far as we conceive it not
to be necessary (I. _iii.
note i.) ; wherefore (IV. ix.) an
emotion towards that which is necessary is, other conditions
being equal, more intense than an emotion towards that
which is non-necessary.
Q.E.D.
PROP. _kr']_. An emotion towards a thing, which we know
not to exist at the _resent time, and which we conceive as Toss_ble, is more intense, other conditions being e_ual, than an
emotion towards a thing contingent.
Proof.--In
so far as we conceive a thing as contingent,
we are affected by the conception of some further thing,
which would assert the existence of the former (IV. Def.
iii.) ; but, on the other hand, we (by hyl:othesis ) conceive
certain things, which exclude its present existence. But, in
so far as we conceive a thing to be possible in the future,
we thereby conceive things which assert its existence (IV. iv.),
that is (III. x-viii.), things which promote hope or fear:
wherefore an emotion towards something
possible is more
vehement.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--An
emotion towards a thing, which we know
not to exist in the present, and which we conceive as contingent, is far fainter, than if we conceive the thing to be
present with us.
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Proof.--Emotion
towards a thing, which we conceive to
exist, is more intense than it would be, if we conceived the
thing as future (IV. ix. Coroll.), and is much more vehement, than if the future time be conceived as far distant
from the present (IV. x.).
Therefore
an emotion towards
a thing, whose period of existence we conceive to be far distant from the present, is far fainter, than if we conceive the
thing as present ; it is, nevertheless,
more intense, than if
we conceived the thing as contingent, wherefore an emotion
towards a thing, which we regard as contingent,
will be far
fainter, than if we conceived the thing to be present with
us.
Q.E.D.
PROP. Eli[.
Emotion towards a thing contingent, which
we know not to exist in the present, is, other ¢onditions being
equal, fainter than an emotion towards a thing past.
Proof.--In
so far as we conceive a thing as contingent,
we are not affected by the image of any other thing, which
asserts the existence of the said thing (1_r. Def. iii.), but, on
the other hand (by hypothesis),
we conceive certain things
excluding its present existence.
But, in so far as we conceive it in relation to timepast,
we are assumed to conceive
something, which recalls the thing to memory, or excites
the image thereof (IX. xviii, and note), which is so far the
same as regarding it as present (_. xvii. Ooroll.).
Therefore (IV. ix.) an emotion towards a thing contingent, which
we know does not exist in the present, is fainter, other conditions being equal, than an emotion towards a thing past.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XIV. .4 true knowledge of good and evil cannot
check any emotion by virtue of being true, but only in so far
as it is considered as an emotion.
Proof.--An
emotion is an idea, whereby the mind affirms
of its body a greater or less force of existing than before
(by the general Definition of the Emotions) ; therefore it has
no positive quality, which can be destroyed by the presence
of what is true ; consequently
the knowledge
of good ancl
evil cannot, by virtue of being true, restrain any emotion.
But, in so far as such knowledge is an emotion (IV. viii.) if
it have more strength
for restra,ining
emotion, it will to
that extent be able to restrain the given emotion.
Q.E.D.
PsoP. XV. Desire arising from the knowledge of good and
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bad ca_ be quenched or checked by many of the other deslc_s
arising from the emotions whereby we are assailed.
t_roof.--From
the true knowledge of good and e_dl, in so
far as it is an emotion, necessarily arises desire (Def. of
the Emotions, i.), the strength of which is proportioned
to
the strength
of the emotion wherefrom
it arises (Ill.
xxxvii.).
But, inasmuch
as this desire arises (by h.vpothesis) from the fact of our trLfly understanding
anything,
it follows tl_t it is also present with us, in so far as _ve
are active (III. i.), and must therefore
be understood
through our essence only (HI. Def. ii.) ; consequently
(HI.
vfi.) its force and increase can be defined solely by human
power.
Again, the desires arising from the emotions
whereby we axe assailed are stronger, in proportion
as the
said emotions are more vehement;
wherefore their force
and increase must be defined solely by the power of external causes, which, when compared with our own power,
indefinitely
surpass it (IV. iii.) ; hence the desires arising
from like emotions may be more vehement, than the desire
which arises from a true knowledge of good and evil, ancl
may, consequently,
control or quench it. Q.E.D.
PROP. XV_. Desire arlsingfrom
the knowledge of good and
evil, iu so far as such knowledge regards what is future, n_ay
be more easily controlled or quenched, than the desire for what
is agreeable at the Tresent moment.
Proof.--Emotion
towards a thing, which we conceive as
future, is fainter than emotion towards a thing that is
present (IV. ix. Coroll.).
But desire, which arises from the
true knowledge of good and evil, though it be concerned
with things which are good at the moment, can be quenched
or controlled by any headstrong desire (by the last Prop.. the
proof whereof is of universal
application).
Wherefore
desire arising from such knowledge, when concerned with
the future, can be more easily controlled or quenched, &c.

Q.E.D.

PROP. XVII. Desire arising from the true knowledge of
good and evil, in so far as such knowledge is concerned with
what is contingent, can be controlled far more easily still, than
desire for things that are present.
Proof.--This
Prop. is proved in the same way as the last
Prop. from IV. xii. CorolL
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think I have now shown the reason, why men

are movedby opinionmore readilythan by true reason,
why it is that the true knowledge of good and evll stirs up
conflicts in the soul, and often yields to every kind of
passion. This state of things gave rise to the exclamation
ofthepoet:_-"The better path I gaze at and approve,
The worse--I follow."

Ecclesiastes seems to have had the same thought in his
mind, when he says, "He who increaseth knowledge ino
crcaseth sorrow." I have not written the above with the
object of drawing the conclusion, that ignorance is more
excellent than knowledge, or that a wise man is on a par
with a fool in controlling his emotions, but because it is
necessary to know the power and the infirmity of our
nature, before we can determine what reason can do in restraining the emotions, and what is beyond her power. I
have said, that in the present part I shall merely treat of
human infirmity.
The power of reason over the emotions
I have settled to treat separately.
PROP. _.
Desire arising
pleasure @, other ¢o'a.
ditions being equal, stronger than desire arising fram pain.
Proof.--Desire is the essence of a man (Def. of the Emotions, i.), that is, the endeavour whereby a man endeavours to
persist in his own being. Wherefore desire arising from
pleasure is, by the fact of pleasure being felt, increased or
helped; on the contrary, desire arising from pain is, by
the fact of pain being felt, diminished or hindered ; hence
the force of desire arising from pleasure must be defined
by human power together with the power of an external
cause, whereas desire arising from pain must be defined by
human power only. Thus the former is the stronger of the
two. Q.E.D.
Note.--In these few remarks I have explained the causes
of human infirmity and inconstancy, and shown why men
do not abide by the precepts of reason. It now remains for
me to show what course is marked out for us by reason,
which of the emotions are in harmony with the rules of
human reason, and which of them are contrary thereto.
* 0,.

Met. vii. 20, '_ Video meliora 1}roboque, Deterior_ _luor. "
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But, before I begin to prove my propositions
in detailed
geometrical fashion, it is advisable to sketch them briefly
in advance, so that everyone may more readily grasp my
meaning.
As reason makes no demands
contrary to nature, it demands, that every man should love himself, should seek
that which is useful to him--I
mean, that wlnch is really
useful to him, should desire everything which really brings
man to greater perfection,
and should, each for b_mself,
endeavour
as far as he can to preserve his own being.
This is as necessarily true, as that a whole is greater than
its part.
(Cf. III. iv.)
Again, as virtue is nothing else but action in accordance
with the laws of one's own nature (IV. Def. viii.), and as
no one endeavours
to preserve his own being, except in
a_cordance
with the laws of his own nature, it follows,
first, that the foundation
of virtue is the endeavour
to
preserve one's own being, and that happiness consists in
man's power of preserving
his own being; secondly, that
virtue is to be desired for its own sake, and that there is
nothing more excellent or more useful to us, for the sake of
which we should desire it ; thirdly and lastly, that suicides
are weak-minded,
and are overcome by external
causes
repugnant to their nature.
Further, it follows from Postulate iv. Part Yr., that we can never arrive at doing without
all external things for the preservation
of our being or
living, so as to have no relations with things which are outside ourselves.
Again, if we consider our mind, we s_
that our intellect would be more imperfect, if mind were
alone, and could understand
nothing besides itself.
There
are, then, many things outside ourselves, which are useful
to us, and are, therefore, to be desired.
Of such none can
be discerned more excellent, than those which are in entire
agreement
with our nature.
For if, for example,
two
individuals of entirely the same nature are united, they form
a combination
twice as powerful as either of them singly.
Therefore,
to man there is nothing more useful than
man--nothing,
I repeat,
more excellent
for preserving
their being can be wished for by men, than that all should
so in all points agree, that the minds and bodies of all
should form, as it were, one single mind and one single
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body, and that all should, with one consent, as far as they
are able, endeavour to preserve their being, and all with
one consent seek what is useful to them all. Hence, men
who are governed
by reason--that
is, who seek what is
useful to them in accordance with reason,--desire
for
themselves
nothing, which they do not also desire for the
rest of mankind, and, consequently,
are just, faithful, and
honourable in their conduct.
Such are the dictates of reason, which I purposed
thus
briefly to indicate, before beginning
to prove them in
greater detail.
I have taken this course, in order, if possible, to gain the attention
of those who believe, that the
principle
that every man is bound to seek what is useful
for himself is the foundation
of impiety, rather than of
piety and virtue.
Therefore, after briefly showing that the contrary is the
case, I go on to prove it by the same method, as that whereby
I have hitherto proceeded.
PROP, "_]"_, Every man, by the laws of his nature, necessarily desires or shrinks from that which he deems to be goocZ
or bad.
Proof.--The
knowledge of good and evil is (IV. viii.) the
emotion of pleasure or pain, in so far as we are conscious
thereof ; therefore, every man necessarily desires what he
thinks good, and shrinks from what he thinks bad.
Now
this appetite is nothing else but man's nature or essence
(cf. the Definition of Appetite, ILI. ix. note, and Def. of the
Emotions, i.). Therefore, every man, solely by the laws of
his nature, desires the one, and shrinks from the other, &c.

Q.e.D.
PROP. XX. The more every man endeavours, and is able to
seek what is useful to him--in
other words, to preserve his
owr_ being--the more is he endowed with virtue ; on the con.
trary, _n proTortiou as a ma_ neglects to seek what is useful
to him, that is, to _rese,rve his own being, he is wanting i_
power.
Proof.--Virtue
is human power, which is defined solely
by man's essence (IV. Def. viii.), that is, which is defined
solely by the endeavour made by man to persist in his own
being. Wherefore, the more a man endeavours, and is able
to preserve his own being, the more is he endowed with
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virtue, and, consequently (]32[. iv. and vi.), in so far a_ a
man neglects to preserve his own being, he is wanting in
power. Q.E.D.
lCote.--No one, therefore, neglects seeking his own b'o,,d,
or preserving his own being, unless he be overcome l,y
causes external and foreign to his nature.
_'o one, I say,
from the necessity of his own nature, or otherwise than
under compulsion from external causes, shrinks from food,
or kills himself: which latter may be done in a variety o£
ways. A man, for instance, kills himself raider the compulsion of another man, who twists round his right hand,
wherewith he happened to have taken up a sword, an4
forces him to turn the blade against his own heart; or,
again, he may be compelled, like Seneca, by a t_ant's command, to open his own veins--that is, to escape a greater
evil by incurring a lesser; or, lastly, latent external causes
may so disorder his imagination, and so affect his l_ody,
that it may assume a nature contrary to its former one, aJxd
whereof the idea cannot exist in the mind (HI. x.) But
that a man, from the necessity of his own nature, shoutd
endeavour to become non-existent, is as impossible as that
something should be made out of nothing, as everyone
will see for himself, after a httle reflection.
PROP.XXI. No one can desire to be blessed, to act rightly,
and to live rightly, without at the same time wishing to be, to
act, and to live--in other wards, to actually exist.
Proof. The proof of this proposition, or rather the proposition itself, is self-evident, and is also plain from the
definitmn of desire. For the desire of living, acting, &c.,
blessedly or rightly, is (Def. of the Emotions, i.) the essence
of man--that is (HI. vii.), the endeavour made by everyone
to preserve his own being. Therefore, no one can desire,
&c. Q.E.D.
PROP.
XXTI.
No virtue
can
be conceived as l_riar to this
eudeavour to preserve one's owrt being.
Proof.--The effort for self-preservation is the essence of
a thfilg (HI. vii.) ; therefore, if any virtue could be conceived as prior thereto, the essence of a thing would have
to be conceived as prior to itself, which is obviously absurd.
Therefore no virtue, &c. Q.E.D.
Corollary.--The effort for self-preservation is the fn'st
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and only foundation of virtue.
For prior to this principle
nothing can be conceived, and without it no virtue can be
conceived.
PRop. YX-I_. Man, in so far as he is determined to a
Ta_icular
action because he has inadequate ideas, cannot be
absolutely said to act in obedience to virtue ; he can only be
so described, in so far as he is determined for the action because
he understands.
_roof.--In
so far as a man is determined
to an action
through having inadequate ideas, he is passive (HI. i.), that
is (I_. Deft. i. and iii.), he does something, which cannot be
perceived solely through his essence, that is (by IV. Def.
viii.), which does not follow from his virtue. But, in so far
as he is determined for an action because he understands,
he is active ; that is, he does something, which is perceived
through
his essence alone, or which adequately
follows
from his virtue.
Q.E.D.
PROP. _"XTV. To act absolutely in obedienee to virtue is in
us the same thing as to act, to live, ov to preserve one's being
(these three terms are identical in meaning) in accardanee
with the dictates of reason on the ba_ of seeking what is useful to one's self.
Proof.--To
act absolutely
in obedience
to vitae
is
nothing else but to act according to the laws of one's own
nature.
But we only act, in so far as we understand (IX[.
iii.) : therefore to act in obedience to virtueis in us nothing
else but to act, to live, or to preserve
one's being in obedience to reason, and that on the basis of seeking what is
useful for us (IV. xxii. CorolL).
Q.E.D.
PROP. X_KV. _ro one wishes to jrre_ewe his being fc_r the
sake of anything else.
Proof.--The
endeavour, wherewith everything endeavours
to persist in its being, is defined solely by the essence of
the thing itself (HI. vii.) ; from this alone, and not from
the essence of anything else, it necessarily follows (III. vi.)
that everyone endeavours to preserve his being. Moreover,
this proposition is plain from IV. xxii. Coroll., for if a man
should endeavour
to preserve
his being for the sake of
anything else, the last-n_.med thing would obviously be the
basis of virtue, which, by the foregoing corollary, is absurd.
Therefore no one, &c. Q.E.D.
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PROP. XXV-I. Whatsoever we endeavour in obedlc_tce to
reason is nothing further than to understand ; neither does
the mind, in so far as it makes use of reason, judge anything
to be useful to it, save such things as are conducive to under.
standing.
Proof.--_ae
effort for self-preservation
is nothing
else
but the essence of the thing in question (HI. vii.), which.
in so far as it exists such as it is, is conceived to have
force for continuing
in existence 0:II. vi.) and doing such
things as necessarily follow from its given nature (see the
Def. of Appetite, III. ix. note).
But the essence of reason
is nought else but our mind, in so far as it clearly and dis.
tinctly understands
(see the definition in II. rd. note ii.);
therefore
(II. xl.) whatsoever we endeavour in obedience to
reason is nothing else but to understand.
Again, since
this effort of the mind wherewith
the mind endeavours, in
so far as it reasons, to preserve its own being is nothing
else but understanding;
this effort at understanding
is
(IV. xxii. Coroll.) the first and single basis of virtue, nor
shall we endeavour
to understand
things for the sake of
any ulterior object (-IV. xxv.);
on the other hand, the
mind, in so far as it reasons, will not be able to conceive
any good for itself, save such things as are conducive to
understanding.
PROP. XXV-II. We know nothing to be certainly good or
evil, save such things as really conduce to u_derstanding,
or
such as are able to hinder us from n_erstanding.
Proof.--The
mind, in so far as it reasons, desires nothing
beyond understanding,
and judges nothing to be useful to
itself, save such things as conduce to understanding
(by the
foregoing Prop.).
But the mind 0I xli. xliii, and note)
cannot possess certainty concerning anything, except in so
far as it has adequate ideas, or (what by II. xl. note, ia
the same thing) in so far as it reasons.
Therefore
we
know nothing to be good or evil save such things as really
conduce, &c.
Q.E.D.
PROP. _.
The mind's hohest good is the £mowledge
of G_od, and the mind's highest _irtue is to know God.
Proof.--The
mind is not capable of understanding
anylhing higher than God, that is (I. Def. vi.), than a Bein_
absolutely
infinite, and without which (I. xv.) nothing cal_
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either be or be conceived; therefore (Iv'. xxvi. and _xvii.),
the mind's highest utility or (IV. Def. i.)good isthe knowledge of God. Again, the mind is active, only in so far as
it understands, and only to the same extent can it be said
absolutely to act virtuously.
The mind's absolute virtue
is therefore to understand.
Now, as we have already
shown, the highest that the mind can uuderstand is God;
therefore the highest virtue of the mind is to understand
or to know God. Q.E.D.
PROP. X_-_. No individual thing, which is entirely different from oar own nature, can help or check our power of
activity, and absolutely nothing can do us good or harm, unless
it has something in common w_th our nature.
Proof.--The power of every individual thing, and consequently the power of man, whereby he exists and oporutes,
can only be determined by an individua] thing (L xxviii.),
whose nature (_. vi.) must be understood through the
same nature as that, through which human nature is coneeived. Therefore our power of activity, however it be
conceived, can be determined and consequently helped or
hindered by the power of any other individual thing, which
has something in common with us, but not by the power
of anything, of which the nature is entirely different from
our own ; and since we call good or evil that which is the
cause of pleasure or pain (IV. viii.), that is (HI. xi. note),
_vhich increases or diminishes, helps or hinders, our power
of activity ; therefore, that which is entirely different from
our nature can neither be to us good nor bad. Q_E.D.
PROP. _KX_K._ thing cannot be bad for us through the
quality which it has in cammon with our nature, but it is bad
for us in so far as it is contrary to our nature.
Proof.--We
call a thing bad when it is the cause of
pain (IV. viii.), that is (by the Def., which see in IH. xi.
note), when it diminishes or cheeks our power of actio=.
Therefore, if anything were bad for us through that quality
which it has in common with our nature, it would be able
itself to diminish or check that which it has in common
_ith our nature, which (1]/. iv.) is absurd. Wherefore nothing can be bad for us through that quality which it has
in common with us, but, on the other hand, in so far as it
is bad for us, that is (as we have just shown), in so far as
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it can diminish or check our power of action, it is contrary
to our nature.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XXXI.
In so far as a thing is in harmony with our
nature, it is n_cessarily good.
t'roof.--In
so far as a thing is in harmony with our
nature, it cannot be bad for it. It will therefore necessarily
be either good or indifferent.
If it be assumed that it be
neither good nor bad, nothing will follow from its nature
(IV. Def. i.), which tends to the preservation
of our nature,
that is (by the hypothesis),
which tends to the preservation
of the thing itself;
but this (HI. vi.) is absurd;
therefore, in so far as a thing is in harmony with our nature, it
is necessarily good.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--Hence
it follows, that, in proportion
as a
thing is in harmony with our nature, so is it more useful
or better for us, and vice vers_, in proportion
as a thing
is more use_d for us, so is J.t more in harmony with our
nature.
For, in so far as it is not in harmony with our
natron, it will necessarily
be different
therefrom
or contrary thereto.
If different, it can neither be good nor bad
(IV. xxLx) ; if contrary, it will be contrary to that which is
in harmony with our nature, that is, contrary to what is
good--in short, bad. Nothing, therefore, can be good, except
in so far as it is in harmony with our nature ; and hence a
thing is useful, in proportion as it is in harmony with our
nature, and vice versd.
Q.E.D.
P_oP. XXX]:L In so fa_" as men are a tn'ey to passion,
they cannot, in that reject, be said to be naturally in harmony.
Proof._Things,
which are said to be in harmony naturally,
are understood to a_oTee in power C]:H. vii.), not in want of
power or negation, and consequently not in passion (HI. iii.
note) ; wherefore men, in so far as they are a prey to their
passions, cannot be said to be naturally in harmony.
Q.E.D.
_ote.--Tlfis
is also self-evident ; for, if we say that white
and black only agree in the fact that neither is red, we
absolutely
affirm that they do not agree in any respect.
So, if we say that a man and a stone only agree in the fact
that both are finite--wantlng
in power, not existing by the
necessity of their own nature, or, lastly, indefinitely surpassed by the power of external causes--we should certainly
:_trm that a man and a stone are in no respect alike;
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therefore, things which agree only in negation, or in qualities which neither possess, really agree in no respect.
PROP. XXXY_
Men can differ in nature, in so far as
they are assailed by those emotions, which are rassions,
or
passive states ; and to this extent one and the same man is
variable and inconstant.
Proof.--The
nature or essence of the emotions cannot be
explained solely through our essence or nature (iT/. Deft.
i. ii.), but it must be defined by the power, that is (II:[.
vii.), by the nature of external causes in comparison with
our own ; hence it follows, that there are as many kinds of
each emotion as there are external objects whereby we are
affected (III. lvi.), and that men may be differently affected
by one and the same object (]I[. li), and to this extent
differ in nature ; lastly, that one and the same man may
be differently affected towards the same object, and may
therefore be variable and inconstant.
Q.E.D.
PROP. X_XYV. In so far as men are assailed by emotions
which are passions, they can be contrary one to another.
Proof.--A
man, for instance Peter, can be the cause of
Paul's feehng pain, because he (Peter) possesses something
similar to that which Paul hates (]]I xvi.), or because Peter
has sole possession of a thing which Paul also loves (IIL
_i.
and note), or for other causes (of which the chief axe
enumerated
in ]XI. Iv. note) ; it may therefore happen that
Paul should hate Peter (Def. of Emotions, vii.), consequently
it may easily happen also, that Peter should hate Paul in
return, and that each should endeavour to do the other an
injury (]II. xxxix.), that is (IV. xxx.), that they should be
contrary one to another. But the emotion of pain is always
a passion or passive state (]I[. lix.) ; hence men, in so far
as they are assailed by emotions which are passions, can be
contrary one to another.
Q.E.D.
Note.--I said that Paul may hate Peter, because he conceives that Peter possesses something which he (Paul) also
loves; from this it seems, at first sight, to follow, that
these two men, through both loving the same thing, and,
consequently,
through agreement
of their respective natures, stand in one another's way ; if this were so, Props,
xxx. and xxxi. of this Part would be untrue.
But if we
give the matter our unbiassed attention, we shall see that
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the discrepancy vanishes.
For the two men are not in one
another's way in virtue of the agreement of their natures,
that is, through both loving the same thing, but in virtue
of one differing from the other.
For, in so far as each
loves the same thing, the love of each is fostered thereby
(HI. xxxi.), that is (Def. of the Emotions, vL) the pleasure
of each is fostered thereby. Wherefore it is far from being
the case, that they are at variance through both loving the
same th_ng, and through the agreement in their natures.
The cause for their opposition lies, as I have sMd, solely in
the fact that they are assumed to differ.
For we ass_mle
that Peter has the idea of the loved object as already in
his possession, while Paul has the idea of the loved object
as lost. Hence the one man will be affected with pleasure,
the other will be affected with pain, and thus they will be
at variance one with another.
We can easily show in like
manner, that all other causes of hatred depend solely on
differences,
and not on the agreement
between men's
natures.
P_oP. _VX-X_. In so far only as men live in obedience to
_'eason, do they always nvcessarily agree in _ature.
Proof.--In
so far as men are assailed by emotions that
are passions, they can be different in nature (IV. xxxiii.),
and at variance one with another.
Bu_ men are only said
to be active, in so far as they act in obedience to reason
(HI. iii.) ; therefore, whatsoever follows from human nature
in so far as it is defined by reason must (HI. Def. ii.) be
understood solely through human nature as its proximate
cause.
But, since every man by the laws of his nature
desires that which he deems good, and endeavours
to remove that which he deems bad (IV. xix.); and further,
since that which we, in accordance with reason, deem good
or bad, necessarily is good or bad (II. xli.) ; it follows that
men, in so far as they live in obedience to reason, necessarily do only such things as are necessarily good for human
_ature, and consequently
for each individual
man (IV.
xxxi. Coroll.) ; in other words, such things as are in bar.
mony with each man's nature.
Therefore, men in so far
as they live in obedience to reason, necessarily llve always
in harmony one with another.
Q.E.D.
_oro//ary I.--There is no individual thing in nature, which
II.
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is more useful to man, than a man who lives in obedience
to reason.
For that thing is to man most useful, which is
most in harmony with his nature (IV. xxxi. Coroll) ; that
is, obviously, man.
But man acts absolutely according to
the laws of Iris nature, when he lives in obedience to reason
(IH. Def. ii.), and to this extent only is always necessarily
in harmony with the nature of another man (by the last
Prop.);
wherefore
among individual
things nothing
is
more useful to man, than a man who lives in obedience to
reason.
Q.E.D.
Corollary II.--As
every man seeks most that which is
useful to him, so are men most useful one to another.
For the more a man seeks what is useful to him and endeavours to preserve himself, the more is he endowed with
virtue (IV. xx.), or, what is the same ttnng (IV. Def. viii.),
the more is he endowed with power to act according to the
laws of his own nature, that is to live in obedience to reason. But men are most in natural harmony, when they live
m obedience to reason (by the last Prop. ) ; therefore (by the
foregoing Corol].) men will be most useful one to amotber,
when each seeks most that which is useful to him. Q.E.D.
_ote.--_hat
we have just shown is attested by experience so conspicuously,
that it is in the mouth of nearly
everyone : "Man is to man a God." Yet it rarely happens
that men live in obedience to reason, for tlfings are so
ordered among them, that they are generally envious and
troublesome one to another,
l_Ievertheless they are scarcely
able to lead a solitary life, so that the definition of man as
a social animal has met with general assent; in fact, men
do derive from social life much more convemence
than
injury. Let satirists then laugh their fill at human affairs,
let theolo_ans
rail, and let misanthropes
praise to their
utmost the life of tmtutored
rusticity, let them heap contempt on men and prMses on beasts ; when all is said, they
will find that men can provide for their wants much more
easily by mutual help, and that only by uniting their forces
can they escape from the dangers that on every side beset
them : not to say how much more excellent and worthy of
our knowledge it is, to study the actions of men than the
actions of beasts.
But I will treat of this more at length
elsewhere.
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PROP. _
The highest good of those who follow
virtue is common to all, and therefore all can equally rejoice
therein.
Proof.--To
act virtuouslyis to act in obedience with reason
(IV. xxiv.), and whatsoever we endeavour to do in obedience
to reason is to understand (IV. xxvi.) ; therefore (IV. xx_ii.)
the highest good for those who follow after virtue is to
kmow God; that is (IT. xlvii, and note)a
good which is
common to all and can be possessed by all men equally, in
so far as they are of the same nature.
Q.E.D.
Note.--Someone
may ask how it would be, if the highest
good of those who follow after virtue were not common to
all ? Would it not then follow, as above (IV. xxxiv.), that
men living in obedience to reason, that is (IV. xxxv.), men
in so far as they agree in nature, would be at variance one
with another ? To such an inquiry I make answer, that it
follows not accidentally but from the very nature of reason,
that man's highest good is common to all, inasmuch as it is
deduced from the very essence of man, in so far as defined
_y reason ; and that a man could neither be, nor be conceived without the power of taking pleasure in this highest
good.
For it belongs to the essence of the human mind
(II. xlvii.), to have an adequate knowledge of the eternal
and _n_n]te essence of God.
P_oP. XXX_II.
The good which every, man, who follows
after virtue, desires for himself he will also desire for other
qnen, and so much the more, in TroFortion az he has a greater
knowledge of God.
Proof.--_Ien,
in so far as they live in obedience to
reason, are most useful to their fellow men (IV. xxxv;
Coroll. i.); therefore
(IV. xix.), we shaft in obedience to
reason necessarily
endeavour
to bring about that men
should live in obedience to reason.
But the good which
every man, in so far as he is guided by reason, or, in other
words, follows after virtue, desires for himself, is to under.
stand (IV. xxvi.) ; wherefore the good, which each follower
of virtue seeks for himself, he will desire also for others.
Again, desire, in so fax as it is referred to the mind, is the
very essence of the mind ('Def. of the Emotions, i.) ; now the
essence of the mind consists in knowledge (II. xi.), which
involves the knowledge of God (II. xlvii.), and without it
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(I. xv.), can neither be, nor be conceived ; therefore, in proportion as the miud's essence involves a greater knowledge of God, so also will be greater the desire of the
follower of virtue, that other men should possess that
which he seeks as good for Mmself.--Q.E.D.
Another Proof.--The
good, which a man desires for himself and loves, he will love more constantly, if he sees that
others love it also (]XL xxxi.) ; he will therefore endeavour
that others should love it also; and as the good in question
is common to all, and therefore
all can rejoice therein, he
will endeavour, for the same reason, to bring about that
all should rejoice therein, and this he will do the more
(ITr. xxxvii.), in proportion as his own enjoyment of the
good is greater.
_ote/.--He
who, guided by emotion only, endeavours to
cause others to love what he loves himself, and to make the
rest of the world live according to his own fancy, acts
solely by impulse, and is, therefore, hateful, especially to
those who take delight in something different, and accord.
ingly study and, by similar impulse, endeavour, to make
men live in accordance with what pleases themselves.
Again, as the highest good sought by men under the
guidance of emotion is often such, that it can only be
possessed by a single individual, it follows that those who
love it are not consistent in their intentions, but, while they
delight to sing its praises, fear to be believed. But he, who
endeavours to lead men by reason, does not act by impulse
but courteously and kindly, and his intention
is always
consistent.
Again, whatsoever we desire and do, whereof
we are the cause in so far as we Possess the idea of God, or
know God, I set down to Rel/g/an.
The desire of well.
doing, which is engeudered by a life according to reason, I
call piety.
Further,
the desire, whereby
a man living
according to reason is bound to associate others with himself in friendship, I call honour; 1 by hanour_b/e I mean that
which is praised by men living according to reason, and by
base I mean that which is repugnant to the gaining of
friendship.
I have also shown in addition what are the
foundations of a state; and the difference between true
virtue and infirmity may be readily gathered from what I
have said ; namely, that true virtue is nothing else huk
t Honestas.
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;Av__ugin accordance with reason ; while infirmityls nothing
else but man's allowing himself to be led by things which
are external to himself, a_d to be by them determined to act
in a manner demanded by the general disposition of things
rather than by his own nature considered solely in itself.
Such are the matters which I engaged to prove in Prop.
xviii, of this Part, whereby it is plain that the law against
the slaughtering
of animals is founded rather on vain
superstition
and womanish
pity than on sound reason.
The rational quest of what is useful to us further teaches
us the necessity of associating ourselves with our fellowmen, but not with beasts, or things, whose nature is
different from our own; we have the same rights in
respect to them as they have in respect to us. Nay, as
everyone's right is defined by his virtue, or power, men
have far greater rights over beasts than beasts have over
men.
Still I do not deny that beasts feel : what I deny is,
that we may not consult our own advantage and use them
as we please, treating them in the way which best suits
us ; for their nature is not like ours, and their emotions
are naturally
different
from human emotions (-I]X. lvii.
note).
It remains for me to explain what I mean by just
and unjust, sin and merit. On these points see the following note.
_Vote II.--In
the Appendix
to Part I. I undertook
to
9xplain praise and blame, merit and sin, justice and
injustice.
Concerning praise and blame I have spoken in I]:I. xxix.
note: the time has now come to treat of the remaining
terms.
But I must first say a few words concerning man
in the state of nature and in society.
Every man exists by sovereign natural right, and, consequently, by sovereign natural right performs those actions
which follow from the necessity of his own nature ; therefore by sovereign natural right every man judges what is
good and what is bad, takes care of his own advantage
according to his own disposition (IV. xix. and xx.), avenges
the wrongs done to him (12I xl. Coro11. ii.), and endeavours
to preserve that which he loves and to destroy that which
he hates (HI. x_vlii.).
Now, if men lived under the guidance of reason, everyone would remain in possession of
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this his right, without
any injury being done to his
neighbour (IV. xxxv. Coroll. i.). But seeing that they are
a prey to their emotions, which far surpass human power
or virtue (IV. vi.), they are often drawn in different directions, and being at variance one with another (IV. xxxiii.
xxxiv.), stand in need of mutual help (IV. xxxv. note).
Wherefore, in order tha_ men may hve together in harmony,
and may aid one another, it is necessary that they should
forego their natural right, and, for the sake of security,
refrain from all actions wtfich can injure their fellow-men.
The way in which this end can be attained, so that men
who are necessarily a prey to their emotions (IV. iv.
Coroll.), inconstant, and diverse, should be able to render
each other mutually
secure, and feel mutual trust, is
evident from IV. vii. and 13I xxxix.
It is there shown,
that an emotion can only be restrained by an emotion
stronger than, and contrary to itself, and that men avoid
inflicting injury through fear of incurring a greater injury
themselves.
On this law society can be established, so long as it keeps
in its own hand the right, possessed by everyone, of avenging injury, and pronouncing
on good and evil; and provlded it also possesses the power to lay down a general
rule of conduct, and to pass laws sanctioned, not by reason,
which is powerless in restraining
emotion, but by threats
(IV. xvii. note).
Such a society established with laws and
the power of preserving itself is called a State, while those
who live under its protection are called citizens.
We may
readily understand
that there is in the state of nature
nothing, which by universal consent is pronounced good or
bad; for in the state of nature everyone thinks solely of
his own advantage, and accor_in_,a to his disposition, with
reference ouly to his individual
advantage, decides what is
good or bad, being bound by no law to anyone besides
hlm_elf.
In the state of nature, therefore, sin is inconceivable ; it
can only exist in a state, where good and evil are pronounced on by common consent, and where everyone is
bound to obey the State authority.
Sin, then, is nothing
else but disobedience, which is therefore
punished by the
l_ght of the State only.
Obedience, on the other hand. is
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set down as met/t, inasmuch as a man is thought worthy
of merit, if he takes delight in the advantages which a
State provides.
Again, in the state of nature, no one is by common consent master of anything, nor is there anything in nature,
which can be said to belong to one man rather than another:
all things axe common to all. Hence, in the state of nature, we can conceive no wish to render to eTery man lus
own, or to deprive a man of that which belongs to him ; in
other words, there is nothing in the state of nature answer.
ing to justice and injustice.
Such ideas are only possible
in a social state, when it is decreed by common consent
what belongs to one man and what to another.
From all these considerations
it is evident, that justice
and injustice, sin and merit, are extrinsic ideas, and not
attributes
which display the nature of the mind.
:But I
have said enough.
PROP. XXXVIII.
Whatsoever disposes the human body, so
as to render it capable of being affected in an zncreased num.
be_" of ways, or of affecting external bodhs in an increased
number of ways, is useful to man ; and is so, in proportio_ as
the body is thereby rendered more calvable of being affected _r
affecting other bodies in an increased number of ways ; con.
trariw_se, whatsoever renders the body less eatable in th_s re.
spect is hurtful to ma_.
_Proof. _hatsoever
thus increases
the capabilities
of
the body increases also the mind's capability of perception
(II. xiv.) ; therefore,
whatsoever
thus chsposes the body
and thus renders it capable, is necessarily good or useful
(IV. xxvi. xxvii.) ; and is so in proportion to the extent to
which it can render the body capable; contrariwise
(II.
xiv. IV. xxvi. xx_4i.), it is hurtful, if it renders the body in
this respect less capable.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XXX]_.
Whatsoever brings about the preservatio_
of the proportion of _nvtion and rest, which the parts oj" the
human body mutually possess, is good ; co_#rariwise, whatsoever causes a cha_ge in such propo_ion is bad.
_Proof._The
human body needs many other bodies for
its preservation
(II. Post. iv.). But that which constitutes
the specific reality (forma)
of a human body _s, that its
parts communicate
their several motions one to another in

216

_

_mcs.

[P_R_rv.

a certain fixed proportion (Def. before Lemma iv. after H.
xiii.). Therefore, whatsoever brings about the preservation
of the proportion between motion and rest, which the parts
of the human body mutually possess, preserves the specific
reality of the human body, and consequently renders the
human body capable of being affected in many ways and
of affecting external bodies in many ways ; consequently
it
is good (by the last Prop.).
Again, whatsoever
brings
about a change in the aforesaid
proportion
causes the
human body to assume
another
specific character,
in
other words (see Preface to this Part towards the end,
though the point is indeed self-evident), to be destroyed, and
consequently
totally incapable of being affected in an increased numbers of ways ; therefore it is bad.
Q.E.D.
Note.--The
extent to which such causes can injure or be
of service to the mind will be explained in the Fifth P'axt.
But I would here remark that I consider that a body undergoes death, when the proportion of motion and rest which
Dbtained mutually
among its several parts is changed.
For I do not venture
to deny that a human body, while
keeping the circulation
of the blood and other properties,
wherein the life of a body is thought to consist, may none
the less be changed into another nature totally different
from its own.
There is no reason, which compels me to
maintain
that a body does not die, unless it becomes a
corpse ; nay, experience would seem to point to the opposite conclusion.
It sometimes happens, that a man undergoes such changes, that I should hardly call him the same.
&s I have heard tell of a certain Spanish poet, who had
been seized with sickness, and though he recovered therefrom yet remained so oblivious
of his past life, that he
would not believe the plays and tragedies he had written to be his own: indeed, he might have been taken
for a grown-up child, if he had also forgotten
his native
tongue.
If this instance seems incredible, what shall we
say of infants ? A man of ripe age deems their nature
so un]ilre his own, that he can only be persuaded that he too
has been an infant by the analogy of other men. However,
I prefer to leave such questions undiscussed,
lest I should
give ground to the superstitious
for raising new issues.
PROP. X:L. Whatsoever conduces to man's social life,
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causes men to live together in harmony, is useful, wherea_
whatsoever brings discord into a State is bad.
_Proof.--For
whatsoever causes men to live together in
haxmony also causes them to live according to reason (IV.
xxxv.), and is therefore (IV. xxvi. and xxvii.) good, and (for
the same reason) whatsoever
brings about chscord is bad.

Q.E.D.

F,_oP. XT,I Pleasure in itself is not bad but good: con.
trariwise, pain in itself is bad.
_Proof.--Plcasure
(]XI. yA. and note) is emotion, whereby
the body's power of activity is increased or helped ; pain is
emotion, whereby the body's power of activity is diminished
or checked;
therefore
(IV. xxxviii.) pleasure in itself is
good, &c. Q.E.D.
PROP. XLII. Mirth cannot be e_cessive, but is always good ;
vontrariwise, Melancholy is always bad.
Proof.--Mirth
(see its Def. in I/I. xi. note) is pleasure,
which, in so far as it is referred to the body, consists in all
parts of the body being affected equally : that is (HI. xi.),
the body's power of activity is increased or aided in such a
manner, that the several parts maintain their former proportion of motmn and rest ; therefore Mirth is always good
(IV. xxxix.), and cannot be excessive.
But Melancholy (see
its Def. in the same note to HI. xi.) is pain, which, in so fax
as it is referred to the body, consists in the absolute decrease or hindrance of the body's power of activity ; therefore (IV. xxxviii.) it is always bad.
Q.E.D.
PRop. _ILYH. Stimulation
may be excessive and bad ; on
the other hand, grief may be good, i_ so/at as stimulatian or
2leasure is bad.
_Proof.--Localized
pleasure or stimulation
(titlllatio)
is
pleasure, which, in so far as it is referred to the bedy, consists in one or some of its parts being affected more than
the rest (see its Definition, III. xi. note) ; the power of this
emotion may be sufficient to overcome other actions of the
body (IV. vi.), and may remain obstinately
fixed therein,
thus rendering it incapable of being affected in a variety of
_)ther ways : therefore (IV. xxxviii.) it may be bad. Again,
grief, which is pain, cannot as such be good (IV. xli.).
But, as its force and increase is defined by the power of an
external cause compared with our own (IV. v.), we can con.
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ceive infinite degrees and modes of strength in this emotion (IV. iii.) ; we can, therefore, conceive it as capable of
restraimng
stimulation, and preventing its becoming excessive, and hindering the body's capabilities ; thus, to this extent, it will be good.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XLIV. Love and desire may be exce_ve.
Proof.--Love
is pleasure, accompamed by the idea of an
external cause (Def. of Emotions, vi.); therefore stimulation,
accompanSed by the idea of an external cause is love (l_.
xi. note) ; hence love may be excessive. Again, the strength
of desire varies in proportion
to the emotion from which it
arises (I]_I. xxxvii.).
Now emotion may overcome all the
rest of men's actions (IV. vi.); so, therefore, can desire,
which arises from the same emotion, overcome all other desires, and become excessive, as we showed in the last proposition concerning stimulation.
_Vote.--Mirth, which I have stated to be good, can be
conceived more easily than it can be observed.
For the
emotions, whereby we are daily assailed, are generally referred to some part of the body which is affected more
than the rest; hence the emotions are generally excessive,
and so fix the mind in the contemplation
of one object, that
it is unable to think of others ; and although
men, as a
rule, are a prey to many emotions--and
very few are found
who are always assailed by one and the same--yet
there are
cases, where one and the same emotion remains obstinately
fixed.
We sometimes see men so absorbed in one object,
that, although it be not present, they think they have it
before them ; when this is the case with a man who is not
asleep, we say he is delirious or mad; nor are those persons who are inflamed with love, and who dream all night
and all day about nothing but their mistress,
or some
woman, considered as less mad, for they are made objects
of ridicule.
But when a miser thinks of nothing but gain
or money, or when an ambitious man thinks of nothing but
glory, they are not reckoned to be mad, because they are
generally harmful, and are thought worthy of being hated.
But, in reality, Avarice, Ambition, Lust, &c., are species of
madness, though they may not be reckoned among diseases.
PROP. XLV. Hat_ed can never be good.
.Proof.--When
we hate a man, we endeavour to destroy
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him (HI. xxxix.), that is (IV. xxxvii.), we endeavour to do
something that is bad.
Therefore, &c. Q.E.D.
N.B. Here, and in what follows, I mean by hatred only
hatred towards men.
Corollary I.--Envy, derision, contempt, anger, revenge, and
other emotions attributable
to hatred, or arising therefrom,
are _
; this is evident from III. xxxix, and IV. xxxvfi.
Corollary II.
Whatsoever
we desire from motives of
hatred is base, and in a State unjust.
This also is evident
from I_. xxxix., and from the definitions of baseness and
injustice in IV. xxxvfi, note.
2¢ote.--Between
derision (which I have in Coroll. I. state_l
to be bad) and laughter I reco_o_nizea great difference.
For
laughter, as also jocularity, is merely pleasure ; therefore,
so long as it be not excessive, it is in itself good (IV. xh.).
Assuredly nothing forbids man to enjoy himself, save grim
and gloomy superstition.
For why is it more lawful to
satiate one's hunger and thirst than to drive away one's
melancholy ? I reason, and have convinced myself as
follows : No deity, nor anyone else, save the envious, takes
pleasure in my infirmity and discomfort, nor sets down to
my virtue the tears, sobs, fear, and the like, which are
signs of infirmity of spirit;
on the contrary, the greater
the pleasure wherewith
we are affected, the greater the
perfection whereto we pass ; in other words, the more must
we necessarily partake of the divine nature.
Therefore, to
make use of what comes in our way, and to enjoy it as
much as possible (not to the point of satiety, for that
would not be enjoyment) is the pa_t of a wise man.
I say
Jt is the part of a wise man to refresh and recreate himself
with moderate and pleasant food and drink, and also with
perfumes,
with the soft beauty of growing plants, with
dress, with music, with many sports, with theatres, and the
like, such as every man may make use of without inju_ _ to
his neighbour.
For the human body is composed of very
numerous parts, of diverse nature, which continually stand
in need of fresh and varied nourishment., so that the whola
body may be equally capable of performing all the actions.
which follow from the necessity of its own nature; and,
consequently, so that the mind may also be equally capable
of understanding
many things simultaneously.
This way
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of life, then, agrees best with our principles, and also with
general practice;
therefore,
if there be any question
of
another plan, the plan we have mentioned is the best, and
in every way to be commended.
There is no need for me
to set forth the matter more clearly or in more detail.
PROP. XLl_l. He, who lives under the guida/nce of reason,
e,deavo_rs, as far as possible, to render back love, or kind, tess,
for other men' e hatred, anger, contempt, &c., towards him.
Proof.--All
emotions of hatred are bad (IV. xlv. CorolL i.);
therefore
he who lives under the guidance of reason will
endeavour,
as far as possible, ¢o avoid being assailed by
such emotions (IV. xix.) ; consequently, he will also endeavour to prevent others being so assailed (IV, xxxvii.). But
hatred
is increased
by being reciprocated,
and can be
quenched by love (ILl. xlfii.), so that hatred may pass into
love (HI. xliv.) ; therefore he who lives under the guidance
of reason will endeavour to repay hatred with love, that is,
vnth kindness.
Q.E.D.
2Vote.--He who chooses to avenge wrongs with hatred is
assuredly wretched.
But he, who strives to conquer hatred
with love, fights his battle in joy and confidence ; he withstands many as easily as one, and has very little need of
fortune's aid. Those whom he vanquishes yield joyfully,
not through failure, but through increase in their powers ;
all these consequences follow so plainly from the mere definitions of love and understanding,
that I have no need to
prove them in detail.
PROP. XLVII.
Emotions of ho2e and fear cannot be i_
themselves good.
1)roofl--Emotions
of hope and fear cannot exist without
pain.
For fear is pain (-Def. of the Emotions, xiii.), and
hope ('Def. of the Emotions,
Explanation
xii. and xiii.)
cannot exis$ without fear; therefore
(IV. xli.) these emotions cannot be good in themselves, but only in so far as
they can restrain excessive pleasure (IV. xliii.).
Q.E.D.
Note.--We
may add, that these emotions show defective knowledge and an absence of power in the mind ; for
the same reason confidence, despair, joy, and disappointment are signs of a want of mental power.
For although
confidence and joy are pleasurable
emotions, they nevertheless imply a preceding
pain, namely, hope and fear.
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Wherefore the more we endeavour to be guided by reason,
the less do we depend on hope ; we endeavour to free ourselves from fear, and, as far as we can, to do_ninate fortune,
directing our actions by the sure counsels of wisdom.
P_oP. "£LVIH.
The emotions of over.esteem and dis.
paragement are always bad.
Proof.--These
emotions (see Def. of the Emotions, xxl.
xxli.) axe repugnant
to reason ; and are therefore (-IV. xxvi.
xxvii.) bad.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XLI-X. Over-esteem is aTt to render its object proud.
Proof.--If
we see that any one rates us too highly, for
love's sake, we are apt to become elated (]:IX. xli.), or to be
pleasurably
affected (Def. of the Emotions, xxx.) ; the good
which we hear of ourselves we readily believe (lTf. xxv.) ;
and therefore,
for love's sake, rate ourselves too highly ;
in other words, we are apt to become proud.
Q.E.D.
l_or.
L. Pity, in a man who lives under the guidance o]
reason, is in itself bad and useless.
Proof.--Pity
(Def. of the Emotions, xviii.) is a pain, and
therefore (IV. xli.) is in itself bad.
The good effect which
follows, namely, our endeavour
to free the object of our
pity from misery, is an action which we desire to do solely
at the dictation
of reason (IV. xxxvii.) ; only at the dictation of reason axe we able to perform any action, which we
know for eertaiu to be good (IV. xxvii.) ; thus, in a man
who lives under the guidance of reason, pity in itself is
useless and bad.
Q.E.D.
lqote.--He
who rightly realizes, that all things follow
from the necessity of the divine nature, and come to pass
in accordance
with the eternal laws and rules of nature,
will not find anything
worthy of hatred, derision, or contempt, nor will he bestow pity on anything, but to the utmost extent of human virtue he will endeavour to do well, as
the saying is, and to rejoice.
We may add, that he, who is
easily touched with compassion, and is moved by another's
sorrow or tears, often does something which he afterwards
regrets ; partly because we cam never be sure that an action
caused by emotion is good, partly because we axe easily
deceived by false team.
I am in this place expressly speaking of a man living under the guidance of reason. He who
is moved to help others neither by reason nor by compas-
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sion, is rightly styled inhuman, for (HI, _vli.)
he seems
unhke a man.
l_oP. LI. Afrtrroval is not retragnant to reason, but can
agree therewith and arise therefrom.
Proof.--Approval
is love towards one who has done good
to another (Def. of the Emotions, xix,) ; therefore it may
be referred to the mind, in so far as the later is active
(I]:L lix.), that is (]:[I. iii.), in so far as it understands;
therefore, it is in agTeement with reason, &c. Q.E.D.
Another Proof.--He,
who lives under the guidance of
reason, desires for others the good which he seeks for himself (I-V. xxxvii.);
wherefore from seeing someone doing
good to his fellow his own endeavour to do good is aided;
in other words, he will feel pleasure (HI. xi. note) accompanied by the idea of the benefactor.
Therefore he approves
of trim.
Q.E.D.
_Vote.--Indignation
as we defined it (Def. of the Emotions, xx.) is necessarily evil (IV. xlv.) ; we may, however,
remark that, when the sovereign power for the sake of preserving peace punishes a citizen who has injured another,
it should not be said to be indignant with the criminal, for
it is not incited by hatred to ruin him, it is led by a sense
of duty to punish him.
PROP. L]:[. Self-apTroval
may arise from reason, and
t]_at which arises from reason is the highest l_ossible.
Proof.--Self-approval
is pleasure arising from a man's
contemplation
of himself and his own power of action (Def.
of the Emotions, xxv.).
But a man's true power of action
or virtue is reason herself ('fiX. iii.), as the said man clearly
and distinctly
contemplates
her (IX. xl. xliii.); therefore
_e_-approval
arises from reason.
Again, when a man is
contemplating
himself, he only perceives clearly and distmctly or adequately, such things as follow from his power
_)f action (]IX. Def. ii ), that is .(HI. iii.), from his power of
understanding
; therefore in such contemplation
alone does
the highest possible self-approval arise.
Q.E.D.
Note.--Self-approval
is in reality the highest object for
_vhich we can hope.
For (as we showed in IV. xxv.) no
one endeavours
to preserve his being for the sake of any
ulterior
object, and, as this approval
is more and more
iostered and strengthened
by praise (]IL lift. Coroll.), and on
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the contrary (HI. lv. Coroll.) is more and more disturbed
by blame, fame becomes the most powerful of incitements
to action, and life under disgrace is almost unendurable.
PROP. LT]Y[. Humility
is not a virtue, or does not arise
frown

reason.

Proof.--Humility
is pain arising from a man's contemplation of his own infirmities (Def. of the Emotions. xxvi.).
But, in so far as a man knows himself by true reason, he
is assumed to understand
his essence, tt_at is, his power
([[[. vii ). Wherefore, ff a man m self-contemplation
perceives any infirmity in himself, it is not by virtue of his
understanding
himself, but (IH. lv.) by __rtue of his power
of activity being checked.
But, if we assume that a man
perceives his own infirmity
by virtue of understanding
something
stronger
than himself,
by the knowledge
of
which he determines his own power of activity, this is the
same as saying that we conceive that a man understands
himself distinctly (IV. xxvi ), because _his power of activity
is aided.
Wherefore
humility,
or the pain which arises
from a man's contemplation
of his own infirmity, does not
arise from the contemplation
or reason, and is not a virtue
but a passion.
Q.E.D.
PROP. LIV. Repentance is not a virtue, or does not arise
from reason ; but he who repents of an action is doubly
wretched or infirm.
Proof.--The
first part of this proposition
is proved like
the foregoing one. The second part is proved from the
mere definition of the emotion in question (Def. of the
Emotions, xxvii.). For the man allows himself to be overcome,
•
first, by evil desires ; secondly, by pain.
Note.--As
men seldom live under the guidance of reason,
these two emotions, namely, Humility and Repentance, as
also Hope and Fear, bring more good than harm ; hence,
as we must sin, we had better sin in that direction.
For,
if all men who are a prey to emotion were all equally proud,
they would shrink from nothing, and would fear nothing;
how then could they be joined and linked together in bonds
of union ? The crowd plays the tyrant, when it is not in
i Land
reads ; "Quod
ipsius
agendi
potentla
have translated
above.
He suggests
as alternative
• quo' (-- whereb) _ and ' quodque ' (-- and tha_)

jmatur'--whlch
I
readings
t_* ' quod '
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fear; hence we need not wonder that the prophets, who
consulted the good, not of a few, but of all, so strenuously
commended _umility,
Repentance, and Reverence.
Indeed
those who are a prey to these emotions may be led much
more easily than others to live under the guidance of reason,
that is, to become free a_d to enjoy the life of the blessed.
I_oP. LV. Extreme _
or dejection indicates extreme
ignorance of self.
Proof.--This
is evident from Def. of the Emotions, xxviii.
and xxix.
P_oP. LVL Extreme Irride or dejection indicates extreme
infirmity of _irit.
Proof.--The
first foundation of virtue is serf-preservation
(IV. xxii. Coroll.) under the gtfidance of reason (IV. xxiv.).
]_e, therefore, who is ignorant of h_mself, isignorant
of the
foundation of all virtues, and consequently of all virtues.
Again, to act virtuously is merely to act under the guidance
of reason (IV. xxiv.) : now he, that acts under the guidance
of reason, must necessarily know that he so acts (IL x|iii.).
Therefore he who is in extreme ignorance of himself, and
consequently of all virtues, acts least in obedience to virtue;
in other words (IV. Def. viii.), is most infirm of spirit.
Thus extreme pride or dejection indicates extreme infirmity
of spirit.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--Tience
it most deafly follows, that the proud
and the dejected specially fall a prey to the emotions.
Note.--Yet
dejection can be more easily corrected than
pride ; for the latter being a pleasurable
emotion, and the
former a painful emotion, the pleasurable is stronger than
the painful (IV. xviji.).
P_oP. LVII. The Troud man delights in the comTany of
flatterers and parasites, but hates the comTamy of the highminded.
Proof.--Pride
is pleasure
arising from a man's overestdmation of himself (Def, of the Emotions, xxviii, an_
vi,); this estimation
the proud man will endeavour
t(_
foster by all the means in his power (III. xiiL note) ; he
will therefore
delight in the company of flatterers
and
parasites (whose character is too well known to need definition here), and will avoid the company of high-minded
men, who value him accor_ing to his deserts.
Q.E.D.
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Note It would be too long a task to enumerate here
all the evil results of pride, inasmuch
as the proud are a
prey to all the emotions, though to none of them less than
to love and pity.
I cannot, however, pass over in silence
the fact, that a man may be called proud from his underestimation
of other people; and, therefore,
pride in this
sense may be defined as pleasure arising from the false
opinion, whereby a man may consider himself superior to
his fellows. The dejection, which is the opposite quality to
this sort of pride, may be defined as pain arising from the
false opinion, whereby a man may think himself inferior to
his fellows.
Such being the case, we can easily see that a
proud man is necessarily envious Oil. xli. note), and only
takes pleasure in the company, who fool his weak mind to
the top of his bent, and make him insane instead of merely
foolish.
Though dejection is the emotion contrary to pride, yet is
the dejected man very near akin to the proud man.
For,
inasmuch as his pain arises from a comparison between his
own infirmity and other men's power or virtue, it will be
removed, or, in other words, he will feel pleasure, if his
ima.o_.nation be occupied in contemplating
other men's
faults ; whence arises the proverb, "The unhappy are comforted by finding fellow-sufferers."
Contrariwise, he will
be the more pained in proportion as he thinks himself inferior to others; hence none are so prone to envy as the
dejected, they are specially keen in observing men's actions,
with a view to fault-finding rather than correction, in order
to reserve their praises for dejection, and to glory therein,
though all the time with a dejected air. These effects
follow as necessarily from the said emotion, as it follows
from the nature of a triangle, that the three angles are equal
to two right angles.
I have already said that I call these
and similar emotions bad, solely in respect to what is useful
to man. The laws of nature have regard to nature's general
order, whereof man is but a part. I mention this, in passing, lest any should think that I have wished to set forth
the faults and irrational deeds of men rather than the
nature and properties of things.
For, as I said in the preface to the third Part, I regard human emotions and their
properties as on the same footing with other natural phenoiI.
o,
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Assuredly human emotions indicate the power and
ingenuity of nature, if not of human nature, quite as fully
as other things which we admire, and which we delight to
contemplate.
But I pass on to note those qualities in the
emotions, which bring advantage
to man, or inflict injury
upon him.
PEoP. L¥]_.
Honour (gloria) is not repugnant to reason,
but may arise therefrom.
Proof.--This
is evident from Def. of the Emotions, xxx.,
and also from the definition of an honourable
man (IV.
xxxvii, note i.).
2%te.--Empty
honour, as it is styled, is self-approval,
fostered only by the good opinion of the populace;
when
this good opinion ceases there ceases also the self-approvaL
in other words, the highest object of each man's love (IV.
lii. note); consequently,
he whose honour is rooted in
popular approval must, day by day, anxiously strive, act,
and scheme in order to retain his reputation.
For the
populace is variable and inconstant, so that, if a reputation
be not kept up, it quickly withers away.
Everyone wishes
to catch popular applause for himself, and readily represses
the fame of others.
The object of the strife being estimated
as the greatest of all goods, each combatant is seized with a
fierce desire to put down his rivals in every possible way, till
he who at last comes out victorious is more proud of having
done harm to others than of having done good to himself.
This sort of honour, then, is really empty, being nothing.
The points to note concerning shame may easily be inferred from what was said on the subject of mercy and repentance.
I will only add that shame, like compassion,
though not a virtue, is yet good, in so far as it shows, that
the feeler of shame is really imbued with the desire to live
honourably ; in the same way as suffering is good, as showing that the injured part is not mortified.
Therefore,
though a man who feels shame is serrowfu], he is yet more
perfect than he, who is shameless,
and has no desire to
bye honourably.
Such are the points which I undertook
to remark upon
concerning the emotions of pleasure and pain ; as for the
desires, they are good or bad according as they spring from
Rood or evil emotions.
But all, in so far as they are en.
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gendered in us by emotions wherein the mind is passive, are
blind (as is evident from what was said in IV. xliv. note),
and would be useless, if men could easily be induced to live
by the guidance of reason only, as I will now briefly show.
PROP. _.
To all the actions, whereto we are determined
by emotion wherein the mind is Tassive, we can be determined
without emotion by reason.
Proof.--To
act rationally is nothing else (]:[I. iii. and
Def. ii.) but to perform those actions, which follow from
the necessity of our nature considered in itself alone.
But
pain is bad, in so far as it diminishes
or checks the power
of action (IV. xli.) ; wherefore we cannot by pain be determined to any action, which we should be unable to perform
under the guidance of reason.
Again, pleasure is bad only
in so far as it hinders a man's capability for action (IV.
xli. xliii.) ; therefore
to this extent we could not be determined by it to any action, which we could not perform
under the guidance of reason.
Lastly, pleasure, in so far
as it is good, is in harmony with reason (for it consists in
the fac_ that a man's capability for action is increasdd or
aided) ; nor is the mind passive therein, except in so far as
a man's pewer of action is not increased to the extent of
affording him an adequate conception of himself and his
actions (HI. iii. and note).
Wherefore, if a manwho is pleasurably affected be brought
to such a state of perfection, that he gains an adequate con_eption of himself and his own actions, he will be equally, nay
more, capable of those actions, to which he is determined
by
emotion wherein the mind is passive.
But all emotions are
attributable
to pleasure, to pain, or to desire (Def. of the
Emotions, iv. explanation) ; and desire (Def. of the Emotions, i.) is nothing else but the attempt to act ; therefore,
to all actions, &c. Q.E.D.
Another Proof.--A
given action is called bad, in so far as
it arises from one being affected by hatred or any evil emotion.
But no action, considered in itself alone, is either
good or bad (as we pointed out in the preface to It. IV.),
one and the same action being sometimes good, sometimes
bad; wherefore to the action which is sometimes bad, or
arises from some evil emotion, we may be led t,y reason

Ov. xix.). Q.E.D.

_28

TH_ _T_cs.

[PART rV.

hrote.--An example w_ll put this point in a clearer light.
The action of striking, in so fax as it is considered physically, and in so far as we merely look to the fact that a man
raises his arm, clenches his fist, and moves his whole arm
violently downwards, is a virtue or excellence which is conceived as proper to the structure of the human body.
If,
then, a man, moved by anger or hatred, is led to clench his
fist or to move his arm, this result takes place (as we
showed in Pt. II.), because one and the same action can
be associated with various mental images of things ; there*
fore we may be determined
to the performance
of one and
the same action by confused ideas, or by clear and distinct
ideas.
Hence it is evident that every desire which springs
from emotion, wherein the mind is passive, would become
useless, if men could be guided by reason.
Let us now see
why desire which arises from emotion, wherein the mind is
passive, is called by us blind.
I:_oP. LX. I)esire arising from a pleasure or Tai_, that i_
not attributable to the whole body, but only to one or eertai_
parts thereof, is without utility in respect to a man as a whole.
_Proof.--Let it be assumed, for instance, that _,, a part of
a body, is so strengthened
by some external cause, that it
prevails over the remaining parts (IV. vi.).
This part wilt
not endeavour to do away with its own powers, in order that
the other parts of the body may perform its office ; for this
it would be necessary for it to have a force or power of
doing away with its own powers, which (III. vi.) is absurd.
The said part, and, consequently, the mind also, will endeavour to preserve its condition.
Wherefore
desire arising
from a pleasure of the kind aforesaid ha_ no utility in referenc_e to a man as a whole.
If it be assumed, on the
other hand, that the part, A, be checked so that the remaining parts prevail, it may be proved in the same manner that
desire arising from pain has no utility in respect to a man
as a whole.
Q.E.1).
_ote.--As
pleasure is generally (IV. xliv. note) attributed
to one part of the body, we generally desire to preserve our
being without taking into consideration our health as a whole:
to which it may be added, that the desires which have mos_;
hold over us (IV. ix.) take account of the present and not
(,f the futur_
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P_oP. T,XI. Des/re which sittings from reason vannot be
excessive.
Proof.--Desire
(Def. of the Emotions, i.) considered absolutely is the actual essence of man, in so far as it is conceived as in any way determined
to a particular activity by
some given modifieation of itself. Hence desire, which arises
from reason, that is (I_. Hi.), which is engendered in us in so
fax as we act, is the actual essence or nature of man, in so
far as it is conceived as determined
to such activities as are
adequately conceived through man's essence only (HI. Def.
ii.). Now, if such desire could be excessive, human nature
considered in itself alone would be able to exceed itself, or
would be able to do more than it can, a m_n_fest contradiction.
Therefore,
such desire cannot be excessive.

Q.E.D.
t_oP. LWH. In so far as the mind conceives a thing
under the dictates of reason, it is affected equally, whether the
idea be of a thing future, past, or present.
l_roof.--Whatsoever
the mind conceives under the guidance of reason, it conceives under the form of eternity or
necessity (II. xliv. Coro]l. ii.), and is therefore affected with
the same certitude (II. xliii, and note). Wherefore, whether
the th_ng be present, past, or future, the mind conceives it
under the same necessity and is affected with the same certitude ; and whether the idea be of something present, past,
or future, it will in all eases be equMly true (II. xlL) ; that
is, it will always possess the same properties of an adequate
idea (II. Def. iv.) ; therefore, in so fax as the mind conceives
things under the dictates of reason, it is affected in the
same manner, whether the idea be of a thing future, past,
or present.
Q.E.D.
l_ote.--I_f we could possess an adequate knowledge of the
"duration of things, and could determine
by reason their
,periods of existence, we should contemplate
things future
,with the same emotion as things present; and the mind
would desire as though it were present the good which it
"conceived as future; consequently it would necessarily ne_glect a lesser good in the present for the sake of a greater
good in the future, and would in no wise desire that which is
.good in the present bu_ a source of evil in the future, as we
shall presently show. However, we can have but a very in-

2SO

_,_

_Eics.

[_AR_r ,v"

-_lequate knowledge of the duration of things (]I _r_i.) ;
and the periods of their existence (II. xliv. note) we can
only determine by imagination, which is not so powerfully
affected by the future as by the present.
Hence such true
knowledge of good and evil as we possess is merely abstract
or general, and the judgment
which we pass on the order
of things and the connection of causes, with a view to determining what is good or bad for us in the present, is
rather imaginary than real.
Therefore it is nothing won.
derful, if the desire arising from such knowledge of good
and evil, in so far as it looks on into the future, be more
readily checked than the desire of things which are agreeable at the present time.
(Cf. IV. xvi.)
PROP. LYHL
He who is led by fear, and doe8 good i_
order to escape evil, is not led by reason.
Proof.--All
the emotions which are attributable
to the
mind as active, or in other words to reason, are emotions of
pleasure and desire (III. ]ix.) ; therefore, he who is led by
fear, and does good in order to escape evil, is not led by
reason.
Note.--Supersti_ious
persons, who know better how to
rail at vice than how to teach virtue, and who strive not to
guide men by reason, but so to restrain
them that they
would rather escape evil than love virtue, have no other aim
but to make others as wretched
as themselves;
wherefore
it is nothing wonderful, if they be generally troublesome
and odious to their fellow-men.
Gorol/ary.--Under
desire which springs from reason, we
seek good directly, and shun evil indirectly.
Proof.--Desire
which springs from reason can only spring
from a pleasurable emotion, wherein the mind is not passive (1-II. ]ix.), in other words, from a pleasure which cannot be excessive (IV. lxi.), and not from pain; wherefore
this desire springs from the knowledge of good, not of
evil (IV. viii.); hence under the guidance of reason we
seek good directly and only by implication
shun evil.

Q.E.D.

Note.--This
Corollary may be illustrated bythe example
of a sick and a healthy man. The sick man through fear of
death eats what he naturally shrinks from, but the healthy
man takes l_leasure in his food, and thus gets a better en-
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joyment out of life, than if he were in fear of death, and
desired directly to avoid it. So a judge, who condemns a
criminal to death, not from hatred or anger but from love
of the public well-being, is guided solely by reason.
PROP. LXIV.
The knawledge of evil is an inadequate
knowledge.
Proof.-- The knowledge of evil (IV. viii.) is pain, in so far
as we are conscious thereof.
Now pain is the transition to
a lesser perfection
(Def. of the Emotions,
iii.) and therefore cannot be understood
through
man's nature (III. vi.
and vii.) ; therefore it is a passive state (]XL Def. it.) which
(I_. iii.) depends on inadequate
ideas; consequently
the
knowledge thereof
(II. xxix.), namely, the knowledge of
evil, is inadequate.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--Hence
it follows that, if the human mind
possessed only adequate ideas, it would form no conception
of evil.
PROP. LXV. U_er the guidance of reason we should Tur.
sue the greater of two goods and the lesser of two evils.
Proof.--A good which prevents our enjoyment of a greatel
good is in reality an evil; for we apply the terms good and
bad to things, in so far as we compare them one with
another (see preface to this Part);
therefore,
evil is in
reality a lesser good ; hence under the guidance of reason
we seek or pursue only the greater good and the lesser evil.

Q.E.D.

Corollary.
We may, under the guidance of reason, pursue the lesser evil ms though it were the greater good, and
we may shun the lesser good, which would be the cause of
the greater evil. For the evil, which is here called the lesser,
is really good, and the lesser good is really evil, wherefore
we may seek the former and shun the l&tter.
Q.E.D.
PROP. LXVI.
We may, under the guidance of reason,
seek a greater good in the future in preference to a lesser good
in the present, and we may seek a lesser evil in the present
i_ preference to a greater evil in the future. _
Proof.--If
the mind could have an adequate knowledge
1 _, Malum prmaens minus pr_e majori futm'o."
(Van Vloten).
Bruder
reads:
" Malum
pr_sens
ramus, quod eaasa est futuri
ahcujus
malt."
'Fhe last w,rd
of the latter is an obvious misprint,
and is corrected
by
the Datch translator
into "majons
boni."
(Pollock, p. 268, note.)
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of things future, it would be affected tewards what is
future in the same way as towards what is present (IV.
lxii.) ; wherefore, looldng merely to reason, as in this proposition we are assumedto do, there is no difference, whether
the greater good or evil be assumed as present, or assumed as
future ; hence (IV. lxv.) we may seek a greater good in
the future in preference to a lesser good in the present,
&c. Q.E.D.
Carollary.--'W_
may, under the guidance of reason, seek
a lesser e_41 in the present, because it is the cause of a
greater good in the future, and we may shun a lesser good
in the present, because it is the cause of a greater evil in
the future.
This Corollary is related to the foregoing Proposition as the Corollary to IV. lxv. is related to the said
IV. lxv.
_ote.--If
these statements
be compared with what we
have pointed out concerning the strength of the emotions
in this Par_ up to Prop. xviii., we shall readily see the
difference between a man, who is led solely by emotion or
opinion, and a man, who is led by reason.
The former,
whether he will or no, performs actions whereof he is utterly
ignorant ; the latter is his own master and only performs
such actions, as he knows are of primary importance in life,
and therefore chiefly desires ; wherefore I call the former
slave, and the latter a free man, concerning whose disposition and manner of life it will be well to make a few
observations.
P_oP. LXVII.
A free man thinks of death least of all
things ; and his wisdom is a meditation not of death but of life.
Proof.--_
free man is one who lives under the guidance
of reason, who is not led by fear (IV. lxiii.), but who directly
desires that which is good (IV. lxiii. Coroll.), in other words
(IV. xxiv.), who strives to act, to live, and to preserve his
being on the basis of seeking his own true advantage;
wherefore such an one thinks of nothing less than of death,
but his wisdom is a meditation of life.
Q.E.D.
P_oP. LXVIII.
If men were born free, they would, so long
as they remained free, form no conceTtion of good and evil.
Proof.--I
call free him who is led solely by reason ; he,
therefore, who is born free, and who remains free, has only
adrqua_e ideas ; therefore (IV. lxiv. Coroll.) he ha_ no con-
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ception of evil, or consequently (good and evil being correlative) of good.
Q.E.D.
Note. It is evident, from IV. iv., that the hypothesis of
this Proposition is false and inconceivable, except in so far
as we look solely to the nature of man, or rather to God ;
not in so far as the latter is infinite, but only in so far as
he is the cause of man's existence.
This, and other matters which we have already proved,
seem to have been signified by Moses in the history of the
first man.
For in that narrative no other power of God is
conceived, save that whereby he created man, that is the
power wherewith
he provided solely for man's advantage ;
it is stated that God forbade man, being free, to eat of the
_ree of the knowledge of good and evil, and that, as soon as
man should have eaten of it, he would straightway
fear
death rather
than desire to live.
Further,
it is written
that when man had found a wife, who was in entire harmony with his nature, he knew that there could be nothing
in nature which could be more useful to him; but that
after he believed the beasts to be like himself, he straightway began to imitate their emotions (HI. xxvii.), and to
lose his freedom;
this freedom was afterwards
recovered
by the patriarchs, led by the spirit of Christ;
that is, by
the idea of God, whereon alone it depends, that man may
be free, and desire for others the good which he desires for
himself, as we have shown above (IV. xxxvii.).
PROP. T,'_TX_ The virtue of a free man is seen to be as
great, when it declines dangers, as when it overcomes them.
Proof.--Emotion
can only be checl_ed or removed by an
emotion contrary to itself, and possessing more Power in
restraining
emotion (IV. vii.). But blind daring and fear
are emotions, which can be conceived as equally great (IV.
v. and iii.) : hence, no less virtue or firmness is required in
checking daring than in checking fear (I_. lix. note) ; in
ether words (Def. of the Emotmns, xl. and xli.), the free
man shows as much virtue, when he declines dangers, as
when he strives to overcome them.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--The
free man is as courageous in timely retreat as in combat; or, a free man shows equal courage
or presence of mind, whether he elect to give batt]c or to
retreat_
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_rote.--What
courage (an/mos/tas) is, and what I mean
thereby, I explained in III. ]ix. note.
By danger I mean
everything, which can give rise to any evil, such as pain,
hatred, discord, &c.
PROP. L_
The free man, who lives among the ignorant,
strives, as far as he can, to avoid receiving favours from
them.
_roofi--Everyone
judges what is good according to his
disposition (HI. xxxix, note) ; wherefore an ignorant man,
who has conferred a benefit on another, puts his own estimate upon it, and, if it appears to be estimated less highly
by the receiver, will feel pain (HI. xlii.). But the free man
only desires to join other men to him in friendship (IV.
xxxvii.), not repaying their benefits with o_ers reckoned
as of like value, but guiding himae_ and others by the flee
decision of reason, and doing only such things as he knows
to be of primary importance.
Therefore
the free man,
lest he should become hateful to the ignorant, or follow
their desires rather than reason, will endeavour, as far as
he can, to avoid receiving their favours.
Y_ote.--I say, as far as he can. For though men be ignorant, yet are they men, and in cases of necessity could
afford us h_m_.n aid, the most excellent of all thlno_:
therefore it is often necessary to accept favours from them,
and consequently to repay such favours in kind ; we must,
therefore, exercise caution in declining favours, lest we
should have the appearance of despising those who bestow
them, or of being, from avaricious motives, unwilling to requite them, and so give ground for offence by the very. fact
of striving to avoid it. Thus, in decl_nlng favours, we must
look to the requirements of utility and courtesy.
PROP. LX_('I. Only free men are thoroughly grateful o_e
to another.
Proofi--Only
free men are thoroughly
useful one to
another, and associated among themselves
by the closest
necessity of friendship
(IV. xxxv. and Coroll. i.), only such
men endeavour, with mutual zeal of love, to confer benefits
on each other (IV. xxxvii.), and, therefore, only they are
thoroughly grateful one to another.
Q.E.D.
2¢ole.--The goodwill, which men who are led by blind desire have for one another, is generally a bargaining
or
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enticement, rather than pure goodwill. Moreover, ingratitude is not an emotion.
Yet it is base, inasmuch as it
generally shows, that a man is affected by excessive hatred,
anger, pride, avarice, &c. He who, by reason of his folly,
knows not how to return benefits, is not ungTateful, much
less he who is not gained over by the gifts of a courtesan
to serve her lust, or by a thmf to couceal his thefts, or by
any similar persons.
Contrariwise,
such an one shows
constant mind, inasmuch as he cannot by any gifts be corrupted, to his own or the general hurt.
P_oP. LX_Klff. The free man never acts fraudently,
but
ah_ays in good faith.
Proof.--If
it be asked: What should a man's conduct
be in a case where he could by breaking faith free himself from the danger of present death ? Would not his
plan of self-preservation
completely persuade him to deceive ? this may be answered
by pointing out that, if
reason persuaded
him to act thus, it would persuade all
men to act in a s_mil_r manner, in which case reason would
persuaAe men not to agree in good faith to unite their
forces, or to have laws in common, that is, not to have any
general laws, which is absurd.
P;aoP. T,_KYIT_ The ma_, who is guided by reason, ismore
free in a State, where he lives under a general system of law,
tha_ ix solitude, where he isindependent.
Proof.--The
man, who is guided by reason, does not obey
through fear (IV. l_ill.) : but, in so far as he endeavours
to preserve his being according to the dictates of reason,
that is (IV. lxvi. note), in so fax as he endeavours to live
in freedom, he desires to order his life according to the
general good (IV. mvii.),
and, consequently (as we showed
in IV. x_rdi, note ii.), to live accorct_ng to the laws of his
country.
Therefore the free man, in order to enjoy greater
freedom, desires to possess the general righCs of citizenship.

Q.E.d.

2Vote.--These
and s_m_lax observations,
which we have
made on m_.u's true freedom, may be referred to strength,
that is, to courage and nobility of character (HI. lix. note).
I do not think it worth while to prove separately all the
properties
of strength;
much less need I show, that he
that is strong hates no man, is angry with no man, envies
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no man, is indignant with no man, despises no man, and
least of all things is proud.
These propositions, and all
that relate to the true way of life and religion, are easily
proved from IV. xxxvii, and xlvi. ; namely, that hatred
should be overcome with love, and that every man should
desire for others the good which he seeks for himself.
We
may also repeat what we drew attention to in the note to
IV. 1., and in other places ; namely, that the strong man
has ever first in his thoughts, that all things follow from
the necessity of the divine nature ; so that whatsoever he
deems to be hurtful and evil, and whatsoever, accordingly,
seems to him impious, horrible, unjust, and base, assumes
that appearance owing to his own disordered, fragmentary,
and confused view of the universe.
Wherefore he strives
before all things to conceive things as they really are, and
to remove the hindrances to true knowledge, such as are
hatred, anger, envy, derision, pride, and s_milar emotions,
which I have mentioned above.
Thus he endeavours, as
we said before, as far as in him lies, to do good, and to go
_)n his way rejoicing.
How far human virtue is capable of
attaining to such a condition, and what its powers may be,
I will prove in the following Part.

APPENDII'o
I have
said
in this
Part
concerning the right way
of life has not been arranged, so as to admit of being seen
at one view, but has been set forth piece-meal, according as I thought each Proposition could most readily be
deduced from what preceded it. I propose, therefore, to
rearrange my remarks and to bring them under lea_ing
heads.
L All our endeavours
or desires so follow from the
necessity of our nature, that they can be understood
either
through it alone, as their profit-ate
cause, or by virtue of
our being a part of nature, which cannot be adequately conc_lved through itself without other individuals.
II. Desires, which follow from our nature in such a
WHAT
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manner, that they can be understood through it alone, are
those which are referred to the mind, in so far as the latter
is conceived to consist of adequate ideas: the remaining
desires are only referred _ the mind, in so far as it conceives things inadequately, and their force and increase are
generally defined not by the power of man, but by the
power of things external to us : wherefore the former are
rightly called actions, the latter passions, for the former
always indicate our power, the latter, on the other hand,
show our infinity
and fragmentary
knowledge.
II1. Our actions, that is, those desires which are defined
by man's power or reason, are always good.
The rest may
be either good or bad.
IV. Thus in life it is before all things useful to perfect
the understanding,
or reason, as far as we can, and m this
alone man's highest happiness or blessedness consists, mdeed blessedness
is nothing else but the contentment
of
spirit, which arises from the intuitive knowledge of God :
now, to perfect the understanding
is nothing else but to
understand
God, God's attributes,
and the actions which
follow from the necessity of his nature.
Wherefore
of a
man, who is led by reason, the ultimate aim or highest
desire, whereby he seeks to govern all his fellows, is that
whereby he is brought to the adequate conception of blmself
and of all things within the scope of his intelligence.
V. Therefore, without intelligence there is not rational
life : and things are only good, in so far as they aid man in
his enjoyment of the intellectual
life, which is defined by
intelligence.
Contrariwise,
whatsoever things hinder man's
perfecting
of his reason, and capability to enjoy the rational life, are alone called evil.
VI. As all things whereof man is the efficient cause are
necessarily good, no evil can befall man except through external causes; namely, by virtue of man being a part of
universal nature, whose laws human nature is compelled to
obey, and to conform to in almost infinite ways.
VII. It is impossible, that man should not be a part of
nature, or that he should not follow her general order ; but
if he be thrown among individuals whose nature is in harmony with his own, his power of action will thereby be
aided and fostered, whereas, if he be thrown among such as
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are but very little in harmony with his nature, he will
har_y
be able to accommodate himself to them _thout
undergoing a great change himself.
VIII. Whatsoever in nature we deem tc be evil, or to be
capable of injuring our faculty for existing and enjoying
the rational life, we may endeavour to remove in whatever
way seems safest to us ; on the other hand, whatsoever we
deem to be good or useful for preserving our being, and
enabling us to enjoy the rational life, we may appropriate
to our use and employ as we tbin_ best.
Everyone with°
out exception may, by sovere_a right of nature, do whatsoever he thinks will advance his own interest.
IX. Nothing can be in more harmony with the nature
of any given thing than other individuals
of the same
species ; therefore (el. vfi.) for man in the preservation of
his being and the enjoyment of the rational life there is
nothing more useful than his fellow-man
who is led by
reason.
Further, as we know not anythlng among individual things which is more excellent than a man led by
reason, no man can better display the power of his skill
and disposition, than in so training men, that they come at
last to live under the dominion of their own reason.
X. In so far as men are influenced by envy or any kind
of hatred, one towards another, they are at variance, and
are therefore to be feared in proportion, as they are more
powerful than their fellows.
XI. Yet minds are not conquered
by force, but by love
and high-mindedness.
XT[. It is before all things useful to men to _ssociate
their ways of life, to bind them selves together with such bonds
as they think most fitted to gather them all into unity, and
generally to do whatsoever serves to strengthen friendship.
_l-H. But for this there is need of skill and watchfulness.
For men are diverse (seeing that those who live
under the guidance of reason are few), yet axe tLey generally
envious and more prone to revenge than to sympathy.
No
small force of character is therefore required to take everyone as he is, and to restrain one's self from imitating the
emotions of others.
But those who carp at m_,nldnd, and
are more skilled in railing at vice than in instilling virtue,
and who break rather than stren_hen
men's dispositions,
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are hurtful both to themselves and others.
Thus many
from too great hnpatience of spirit, or from Imsguided reli_ous zeal, have preferred to live among brutes rather
than among men ; as boys or youths, who cannot peaceably
endure the ehidings of their parents, will enlist as soldiers
and choose the hardships of war and the despotic discipline
in preference to the comforts of home and the admonitions
of their father : suffering any burden to be put upon them,
so long as they may spite their parents.
XIV. Therefore, although men are generally governed in
everything by their own lusts, yet their association in com.
mon brings
many more advantages
than drawbacks.
Wherefore
it is better to bear patiently the wrongs they
may do us, and to strive to promote whatsoever serves to
bring about harmony and friendship.
XV. Those things, which beget harmony, are such as are
attributable
to justice, equity, and honourable living.
For
men brook ill not only what is unjust or iniquitous,
but
also what is reckoned disgraceful,
or that a man should
slight the received customs of their society.
For winning
love those qualities are especially necessary which have
regard to religion and piety (cf. IV. xxxvii, notes, i. ii. ;
xlvi. note;
and lxxiii, note).
XVI. Further,
harmony is often the result of fear : but
such harmony is insecure.
Further, fear arises from infir.
mity of spirit, and moreover belongs not to the exercise of
reason: the same is true of compassion, though this latter
seems to bear a certain resemblance to piety.
X-V-II. Men are also gained over by liberality, especially
such as have not the means to buy what is necessary to
sustain life. However, to give aid to every poor man is far
beyond the power and the advantage of any private person.
For the riches of any private person are wholly inadequate
to meet such a call. Again, an individual man's resources
of character are too limited for him to be able to make all
men his friends.
Hence providing for the poor is a duty,
which falls on the State as a whole, and has regard only to
the general advantage.
XVIII.
In accepting favours, and in returning gratitude
our duty must be wholly different
(cf. IV. lxx. note;
Ixxi. note).
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X]_. Again, meretricious love, that is, the lust of generation arising from bodily beauty, and generally every sort
of love, which owns anything save freedom of soul as its
cause, readily passes into hate ; unless indeed, what is worse,
it is a species of madness;
and then it promo_s
discord
rather than harmony (cf. HI. xxxi. Coroll.).
XX. As concerning marriage, it is certain that this is in
harmony with reason, if the desire for physical union be
not engendered
solely by bodily beauty, but also loy the
desire to beget children and to train them up wisely ; and
moreover, if the love of both, to wit, of the m_n and of the
woman, is not caused by bodily beauty only, but also by
freedom of soul.
XXI. Furthermore,
flattery begets harmony;
but only
by means of the vile offence of slavishness
or treachery.
None are more readily taken with flattery than the proud,
who wish to be first, but are not.
XYH. There is in abasement a spurious appearance of
piety and religion.
Although abasement is the opposite to
pride, yet is he that abases himself most akin to the proud
(IV. lvii. note).
X_qI.
Shame also brings about harmony, but only in
such matters as cannot be hid.
Further, as shame is a
species of pain, it does not concern the exercise of reason.
XXIV. The remn._n]ng emotions of pain towards men
are directly opposed to justice, equity, honour, piety, and
religion ; and, although indignation seems to bear a certain
resemblance to equity, yet is life but lawless, where every
man may pass judgment on another's deeds, and vindicate
his own or other men's rights.
XXV. Correctness of conduct (modestia), that is, the desire of pleasing men which is determined by reason, is attributable to piety (as we said in IV. xxxvii, note i.).
But, if
it spring from emotion, it is ambition, or the desire whereby
men, under the .false cloak of piety, generally stir up discords and seditions.
For he who desires to aid his fellows
either in word or in deed, so that they may together enjoy
the highest good, he, I say, will before all things strive to
win them over with love : not to draw them into admiration, so that a system.may be called after his name, nor to
give any cause for envy.
Further, in his conversation he
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will shrink from talking of meu's faults, and will be careful
to speak but sparingly of human infirmity:
but he will
dwell at leng4h on human virtue or power, and the way
whereby it may be perfected.
Thus will men be stirred
not by fear, nor by aversion, but only by the emotion of
joy, to endeavour, so far as in them lies, to live in obedience to reason.
XXVI. Besides men, we know of no particular
thing in
nature in whose mind we may rejoice, and whom we can
associate with ourselves in friendship
or any sort of fellowship ; therefore, whatsoever there be in nature besides man,
a regard for our advantage does not call on us to preserve,
but to preserve or destroy according to its various capabilities, and to adapt to our use as best we may.
XXVII.
The advantage which we derive from things external to us, besides the experience and knowledge which
we acquire from observing
them, and from recombining
their elements in different forms, is principally the preservation of the body ; from this point of view, those things
are most useful which can so feed and nourish the body,
that all its parts may rightly f_ll_l their functions.
For, in
proportion
as the body is capable of being affected in a
greater variety of ways, and of affecting external bodies in
a great number of ways, so much the more is the mind capable of thinking (IV. xxxviii, xxxix.).
But there seem to be
very few things of this kind in nature ; wherefore for the
due nourishment
of the body we must use many foods of
diverse nature.
For the human body is composed of very
many parts of different nature, which stand in contlnu_l
need of varied nourishment,
so that the whole body may be
equally capable of doing everything
that can follow from
its own nature, and consequently
that the mind also may
be equally capable of forming many perceptions.
_VIII.
Now for providing
these nourishments
the
strength
of each individual
would hardly suffice, if men
did not lend one another mutual
aid. But money has
furnished us with a token for everything : hence it is with
the notion of money, that the mind of the multitude
is
chiefly engrossed:
nay, it can hardly conceive any kind of
pleasure, which is not accompanied with the idea of money
as

cause.
II.

R
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XXTX:. This result is the fault only of those, who seek
money, not from poverty or to supply their necessar.v
wants, but because they have learned
the arts of gai_,
wherewith
they bring themselves to great splendour.
Certainly they nourish their bodies, according to custom, but
scantily, believing that they lose as much of their wealth as
they spend on the preservation
of their body.
But they
who know the true use of money, and who fix the measure
of wealth
solely with regard to their actual needs, live
content with little.
XXX. As, therefore, those things are good which assist
the various parts of the body, and enable them to perform
their functions ; and as pleasure consists in an increase of,
or aid to, man's power, in so far as he is composed of mind
and body; it follows that all those things which bring
pleasure are good.
But seeing that things do not work
with the object of giving us pleasure, and that their power
of action is not tempered to suit our advantage, and, lastly,
that pleasure is generally referred to one part of the body
more than to the other parts ; therefore
most emotions of
pleasure (unless reason and watchfulness
be at hand), and
consequently the desires arising therefrom, may become excessive. Moreover we may add that emotion leads us to pay
most regard to what is agreeable in the present, nor can
we estimate what is future with emotions equally vivid.
(IV. xliv. note, and lx. note.)
XXXI.
Superstition,
on the other hand, seems to account
as good all that brings pain, and as bad all that brings
pleasure.
However, as we said above (IV. xlv. note), none
but the envious take delight in my infirmity and trouble.
For the greater the pleasure whereby we are affected, the
greater is the perfection whereto we pass, and consequently
the more do we partake of the divine nature : no pleasure
can ever be evil, which is regulated by a true regard for our
advantage.
But contrariwise
he, who is led by fear and
does good only to avoid evil, is not guided by reason.
XXXII.
But human power is extremely limited, and is
infinitely surpassed
by the power of external causes;
we
have not, therefore, an absolute power of shaping to our
use those things which are without us.
Nevertheless,
we
_hall bear with an equal mind all that happens to us in
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contravention to the c]alms of our own advantage, so long
as we are conscious, that we have done our duty, and that
the power which we possess is not sufficient to enable us to
protect ourselves completely;
remembering that we are a
l_art of universal nature, and that we follow her order. If
we have a clear and distinct understanding
of this, that
part of our nature which is defined by intelligence, in other
words the better part of ourselves, will assuredly acquiesce
in what befalls us, and in such acquiescence will endeavour
to persist.
For, in so far as we are intelligent beings, we
cannot desire anything save that which is necessary, nor
yield absolute acquiescence to anything, save to that which
is true: wherefore, in so far as we have a right understanding of these things, the endeavour of the better part
of ourselves is in harmony with the order of nature as a
whole.
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POWER
OF THE UNDERSTANDING,
OF HUMAN
FREEDO]_.

OR

PREFACE.

T length I pass to the remaining portion of my Ethics,
which is concerned with the way leading to freedomI shall therefore treat therein of the power of the reason,
showing how far the reason can control the emotions, and
what is the nature of Mental Freedom or Blessedness ; we
shall then be able to see, how much more powerful the
wise man is than the ignorant.
It is no part of my design
to point out the method and means whereby the understanding may be perfected, nor to show the skill whereby
the body may be so tended, as to be capable of the due performance of its functions.
The latter question lies in the
province of Medicine, the former in the province of Logic.
Here, therefore, I repeat, I shall treat only of the power of
the mind, or of reason ; and I shall mainly show the extent and nature of its dominion over the emotions, for their
control and moderation.
That we do not possess absolute
dominion over them, I have already shown. Yet the Stoics
have thought, that the emotions depended absolutely on our
will, and that we could absolutely govern them.
But these
philosophers were compelled, by the protest of experience,
not from their own principles,
to confess, that no slight
practice and zeal is needed to control and moderate them :
and this someone endeavoured to illustrate by the example
(if I remember rightly) of two dogs, the one a house-dog
and the other a hunting-dog.
For by long training
it
could be brought about, that the house-dog should become
accustomed
to hunt, and the hunting-dog
to cease from
running after hares.
To this opinion Descartes not a little
inclines.
For he maintained,
that the soul or mind is
specially united to a particular part of the brain, namely,
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to that part called the pineal gland, by the aid of which
the mind is enabled to feel all the movements which arc
set going in the body, and also external objects, and which
the vnlnd by a simple act of volition can put in motion in
various ways.
He asserted, that this gland is so suspended in the midst of the brain, that it could be moved
by the slightest motion of the animal spirits:
further,
that this gland is suspended
in the midst of the brain
in as many different manners, as the animal spirits can
impinge thereon ; and, a_o_in, that as many different marks
are impressed on the said gland, as there are different
external objects which impel the animal spirits towards
it ; whence it follows, that if the will of the soul suspends
the gland in a position, wherein it has already been suspended once before by the animal spirits driven in one
way or another, the gland in its turn reacts on the said
spirits, driving and determining
them to the condition
wherein they were, when repulsed before by a similar position of the gland.
He further asserted, that every act of
mental
volition is united in nature to a certain given
motion of the gland. For instance, whenever anyone desires
to look at a remote object, the act of volition causes the pupil
of the eye to dilate, whereas, if the person in question had
only thought of the dilatation of the pupil, the mere wish to
dilate it would not have brought about the result, inasmuch as the motion of the gland, which serves to impel
the animal spirits towards the optic nerve in a way which
would dilate or contract the pupil, is not associated in
nature with the wi_h to dilate or contract the pupil, but
with the wish to look at remote or very near objects.
_stly,
he maintained that, although every motioL_ of the
aforesaid gland seems to have been united by nature to
one particular
thought out of the whole number of our
thoughts
from the very beginning of our life, yet it can
nevertheless
become through habituation associated
with
other thoughts ; this he endeavours
to prove in the
Pa_sio_s d_ rdme, I. 50. He thence concludes, that there
is no soul so weak, that it cannot, under proper direction, acquire absolute power over its passions. For passions
as defined by him are "Perceptions,
or feelings, or dis.
turbances of the soul, which axe referred to the soul as
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species, and which (mark the expression) are produced, preserved, and strengthened
through
some movement of the
spirits." (Pass/on_ de rdme, 1.27.)
But, seeing that we can
join any motion of the gland, or consequently of the spirits,
to any volition, the determination
of the will depends
entirely on our own powers; if, therefore,
we determine
our will with sure and firm decisions in the direction to
which we wish our actions to tend, and associate the motions
of the passions which we wish to acquire with the said decisions, we shall acquire an absolute dominion over our passions.
Such is the doctrine of this illustrious philosopher
(in so far as I gather it from his own words) ; it is one
which, had it been less ingenious, I could hardly believe
to have proceeded
from so great a man.
Indeed, I am
lost in wonder, that a philosopher,
who had stoutly asserted,
that he would draw no conclusions which do not follow
from self-evident premisses, and would alarm nothing which
he did not clearly and distinctly perceive, and who had so
often taken to task the scholastics for wishing to explain
obscurities
through occult qualities,
could maint_.in
a
hypothesis, beside which occult qualities are commonplace.
What does he understand, I ask, by the union of the mind
and the body ? What clear and distinct conception has he
got of thought in most intimate union with a certain particle
of extended matter ? Truly I should like him to explain
this union through its proYimate cause.
But he had so
distinct a conception of mind being distinct from body,
that he could not assign any particular cause of the union
between the two, or of the mind itself, but was obliged to
have recourse to the cause of the whole universe, that is to
GOd. Further, I should much like to know, what degree
of motion the mind can impart to this pineal gland, and
with what force can it hold it suspended ? For I am in
ignorance, whether this gland can be agitated more slowly
or more quickly by the mind than by the z_nimal spirits,
and whether the motions of the passions, which we have
closely united with firm decisions, cannot be again disjoined
therefrom
by physical causes ; in which case it would follow that, although the mind firmly intended to face a given
danger, and had united to this decision the motions
of
boldness, yet at the sight of the danger the gland might
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become suspended
in a way, which would preclude the
mind thinking of anything except running away.
In truth,
as there is no common standard of volition and motion, so
is there no comparison possible between the powers of the
mind and the power or strength of the body ; consequently
the strength of one cannot in any wise be determined
by
the strength of the other.
We may also add, that there is
no gland discoverable in the midst of the brain, so placed
that it can thus easily be set in motion in so many ways,
and also that all the nerves are not prolonged so far'as
the cavities of the brain.
Lastly, I onnt all the assertions which he makes concerning the will and its freedom.
inasmuch as I have abundantly proved that his premisses
are false.
Therefore, since the power of the mind. as I
have shown above, is defined by the understanding only, we
shall determine solely by the knowledge of the mind the
remedies against the emotions, which I believe all have had
experience of, but do not accurately observe or distinctly
see, and from the same basis we shall deduce all those conclusions, which have regard to the mind's blessedness.
Axioms.
I. If two contrary actions be started in the same subject,
a change must necessarily take place, either in both, or in
one of the two, and continue until they cease to be contrary.
II. The power of an effect is defined by the power of its
cause, in so far as its essence is explained or defined by the
essence of its cause.
(This axiom is evident from ]XI. vii.)
PROP. I. Even as tlugughts and the ideas of things are
arranged and associated in the mind, so are the modifications
of body o_ the images of things precisely in the same way
arranged and associated in the body.
Proof.--The
order and connection of ideas is the same
(II. vii.) as the order and connection of things, and m'ce
versd the order and connection of things is the same (IL
vi. Coroll. and vii.) as the order and connection of ideas.
Wherefore,
even as the order and connection of ideas in the
u'dud takes place according to the order and association of
modifications of the body (II. xviii.), so vice vered (Ill. ii.)
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the order and connection of modifications of the body takes
place in accordance with the mn,nner, in which thoughts
and the ideas of things are arranged and associated in the
mind.
Q.E.D.
PROP. IX. If we remove a disturbance of the spirit, or
emotion, from the thought of an external cause, and unite it
to other thoughts, then will the love or hatred toward_ that
external cause, and also the vacillations of sTirit which ari_
from these emotions, be destroyed.
Proof.--That,
which constitutes
the reality of love or
hatred, is pleasure or pain, accompanied by the idea of an
external cause (Def. of the Emotions, vi. vii.) ; wherefore,
when this cause is removed, the reahty of love or hatred is
removed with it ; therefore these emotions and those which
arose therefrom are destroyed.
Q.E.D.
PRop. HI. An emotion, which is a passion, ceases to be a
passion, as soon as we form a clear and distinct idea thereof.
Proof.--An
emotion, which is a passion, is a confused
idea (by the general Def. of the Emotions).
If, therefore,
we form a clear and distinct idea of a given emotion, that
idea _ll only be distinguished
from the emotion, in so far
as it is referred to the mind only, by reason (II. xxi. and
note); therefore
(HI. ifi.), the emotion will cease to be a
passion.
Q.E.D.
CoroUary.--An
emotion therefore
becomes more under
our control, and the m_nd is less passive in respect to it, in
proportion
as it is more known to us.
PROP. IV. There is no modification of the body, whereof
we cap,not form some clear and distinct conception.
Proof.--Properties
which are common to all things _u
only be conceived adequately
(H. xxxviii.) ; therefore
(II.
xii. and Lemma ii. after II. xiii.) there is no modiiicaiion of the body, whereof we cannot form some clear and
distinct conception.
Q.E.D.
CoroUary.--Hence
it follows that there is no emotion,
whereof we cannot form some clear and distinct conception.
For an emotion is the idea of a modification of the body
(by the general Def. of the Emotions),
and must therefore
(by the preceding
Prop.) involve some clear and distinct
conception.
Note.--Seeing
that there is nothing which is not followed
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by an £ffect CI. xxxvi.), and that we clearly and distinctly
understand whatever follows from an idea, which in us _s
adequate (II. xl.), it follows that everyone has the power
of clearly and distinctly
understanding
himself and his
emotions, if not absolutely, at any rate in part, and consequently of bringing it about, that he should become less
subject to them.
To attain this result, therefore, we must
chiefly direct our efforts to acquiring, as far as possible, a
clear and distinct
knowledge of every emotion, in order
that the mind may thus, through emotion, be determined
to think of those things which it clearly and distinctly
perceives, and wherein it fully acquiesces:
and thus that
the emotion itself may be separated from the thought of an
external cause, and may be associated with true thoughts;
whence it will come to pass, not only that love, hatred, &c.
will be destroyed (V. ii.), but also that the appetites or desires, which are wont to arise from such emotion, will become incapable of being excessive (IV. lxi.).
For it must
be especially remarked, that the appetite
through which a
man is said to be active, and that through
which he is
said to be passive is one and the same.
For instance, we
have shown that human
nature is so constituted,
that
everyone
desires his fellow-men
to live after his own
fastnon (HI. xxxi. note) ; in a man, who is not guided by
reason, this appetite is a passion which is called ambition,
and does not greatly differ from pride ; whereas in a man,
who lives by the dictates of reason, it is an activity or
virtue which is called piety (IV. xxxvii, note i. and second
proof).
In like manner all appetites or desires are only
passions, in so far as they spring from inadequate ideas ;
the same results
are accredited to virtue, when they are
aroused or generated
by adequate ideas.
For all desires,
whereby we are determined
to any given action, may arise
as muc]a from adequate as from inadequate ideas (IV. lix.).
Than this remedy for the emotions (to return to the point
from which I started), which consists in a true knowledge
thereof, nothing more excellent, being within our power,
can be devised.
For the mind has no other power save that
of thinking
and of forming adequate ideas, as we have
shgwn above (HI. iii.).
PRop. V. An emotion towards a thing, which we conceive
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simply, and not as _ecessary, or as contingent, or as possible, is, other conditions being e_ual, greater than any other
emotion.
_Proof.--An emotion towards a thing, which we conceive
to be free, is greater than one towards what we conceive to
be necessary (IiI. xlix.), and, consequently, still greater
than one towards what we conceive as possible, or centingent (IV. xi.).
But to conceive a thing as free can be
nothing else than to conceive it simply, while we are in
ignorance of the causes whereby it has been determined
to
action (II. xxxv. note); therefore, an emotion towards a
thing which we conceive simply is, other conditions being
equal, greater than one, which we feel towards what is
necessary, possible, or contingent, and, consequently,
it is
the greatest of all.
Q.E.D.
PROP. "V_I. The qnind has greater power over the emot_
and is less subject thereto, in so far ae it understand_
all
things as necessary.
l_roof.--The
mind understands
all things to be necessary
('L xxix.) and to be determined
to existence and operation
by an infinite chain of causes ; therefore
(by the foregoing
Proposition),
it thus far brings it about, that it is less
subject to the emotions arising therefrom, aud (I]:I. xlviii.)
feels less emotion towards the things themselves.
Q.E.D.
£_rote.--The more this knowledge, that things are necessary, is applied to particular things, which we conceive more
distinctly
and vividly, the greater is the power of the
mind over the emotions, as experience also testifies.
For
we see, that the pain arising from the loss of any good is
mitigated, as soon as the man who has lost it perceives, that
it could not by any means have been preserved.
So also
we see that no one pities an infant, because it cao_not speak,
walk, or reason, or lastly, because it passes so many years,
as it were, in unconsciousness.
Whereas, if most people
were born fnll-grown
and only one here and there as an
_nfant, everyone would pi_y the infants;
because infancy
would not then be looked on as a state natural and necessary, but as a fault or delinquency in Nature ; and we may
note several other instances of the same sort.
PROP. VII. Emotions which arc aroueed or string from
reason, if we take account of time, are stronger than tho_e,
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which are attributable to particular objects that we regard as
absent.
_Proof.--We do not regard a thing as absent, by reason of
the emotion wherewith we conceive it, but by reason of the
body being affected
by another
emotion excluding
the
existence of the said thing (II. xvii.).
Wherefore,
the
emotion, which is referred to the thing which we regard as
_bsent, is not of a nature to overcome the rest of a man's
activities and power (IV. vi.), but is, on the contrary, of
nature to be in some sort controlled by the emotions, wlfich
exclude the existence of its external cause (IV. ix.).
But
an emotion which springs from reason is necessaxily referred to the common properties of things (see the def. of
reason in II. xl. note riO, which we always regard as present
(for there can be nothing to exclude their present existence),
and which we always conceive in the same manner
(II.
xxxviii.). Wherefore am emotion of this kind always remains
the same ; and consequently
(V. Ax. i.) emotions, which are
contrary thereto and axe not kept going by their external
causes, will be obliged to adapt themselves
to it more
and more, until they axe no longer contraxy to it ; to this
extent the emotion which springs from reason is more
powerful.
Q.E.D.
PROP. "VIII. An emotion is stronger in pro29ort_m to the
number
of simultaneous
concurrent
causes whereby it is
aroused.
Proof.--_Iany
simultaneous
causes are more powerful
than a few (]XI. vii.) : therefore
(IV. v,), in proportion
to
the increased number of simultaneous
causes whereby it is
aroused, an emotion beco-nes stronger.
Q.E.D.
_ote.--This
proposition is also evident from V. Ax. ii.
I_oP. IX. An emotion, which is attributable to many _nd
diverse causes which the ndnd regards as _imultaneous _vith
the emotion itself, is less hurtful, and we are less subject
thereto and less affected towards each of its causes, than if i_
were a different and equalby powerful emotion attributable to
fewer causes or to a single cause.
Proof.--An
emotion is only bad or hurtful, in so fax as it
hinders
the mind from being able to think (IV. xxvi.
xxvii.) ; therefore, an emotion, whereby the mind is determined to the contemplation
of several things at once, is less
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hurtful than another equally powerful emotion, which so
engrosses the mind in the single contemplation
of a fe_
objects or of one, that it is unable to think of anythin_
else ; this was our first point. Again, as the mind's essence
in other words, its power (]:[L vii.), consists solely in
thought
(IL xi.), the mind is less passive in respect to an
emotion, which causes it to think of several things at once,
than in regard to an equally strong emotion, which keeps
it engrossed in the contemplation
of a few or of a single
object:
this was our second point.
Lastly, this emotion
(IlL xlviii.), in so far as it is attributable
to several causes,
is less powerful in regard to each of them.
Q.E.D.
PROP. X. So long as we are not assailed by emot_ra8 contrary to o_r nature, we have the power of arranglraj and
associating the modifications
of our body according to the
intellectual order.
Proof.--The
emotions, which are contrary to our nature,
that is (IV. xxx.), which are bad, are bad in so far as they
impede the mind from understanding
(IV. xxvii.). So long,
therefore, as we are not assailed by emotions contrary to our
l_ature, the mind's power, whereby it endeavours to understand things (IV. xxvi.), is not impeded, and therefore it is
able to form clear and distinct ideas and to deduce them
one from another (II. xl. note ii. and xlvii, note) ; consequently
we have in such cases the power of arr_.ng_ug and associating
the modifications
of the body according to the
intellectual
order.
Q.E.D.
Note --By this power of rightly arranging
and associating the bodily modifications
we can guard ourselves from
being easily affected by evil emotions.
For (V. vii.) a
greater force is needed for controlling the emotions, when
they are arranged and associated according to the intellectual order, than when they are uncertain
and unsettled.
The best we can do, therefore, so long as we do not possess
a perfect knowledge of our emotions, is to frame a system
of right conduct, or fixed practical precepts, to commit it
to memory, and to apply it forthwith _ to the particular cir1 Contznuo. Rendered "constantly" by Mr. Pollock on the ground
that the classical meaning of the word does not smt the context. ]
_enmre to think, however, that _t to]erable sense may be obtained
_qthout doing vio/ence to Spinoza's scholarship.
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cumstances which now and again meet us in life, so that
our imagination may become fully imbued therewith, and
that it may be always ready to our hand. For instance, we
have laid down among the rules of life (IV. xlvi. and note),
that hatred should be overcome with love or high-mindedness, and not requited with hatred in return.
Now, that
this precept of reason may be always ready to our hand iu
time of need, we should often think over and reflect upon
the wrongs generally committed by men, and in what
manner and way they may be best warded off by high.
mindedness : we shall thus associate the idea of wrong with
the idea of this precept, which accordingly will always be
ready for use when a wrong is done to us (]:I. xviiL) If
we keep also in readiness the notion of our true advantag*, and of the good which follows from mutual friendships,
and common fellowships; further, if we remember
that complete acquiescence is the result of the right way
of life (IV. hi.), and that men, no less than everything else,
act by the necessity of their nature : in such case I say the
wrong, or the hatred, which commonly arises therefrom,
will engross a very small part of our imagination and will
be easily overcome; or, if the anger which springs from
a grievous wrong be not overcome easily, it will nevertheless be overcome, though not without a spiritual conflict,
far sooner than if we had not thus reflected on the subject
beforehand.
As is indeed evident from V. vi. vii. viii.
We should, in the same way, reflect on courage as a means
of overcoming fear; the ordinary dangers of life should
frequently be brought to mind and imagined, together with
the means whereby through readiness of resource and
strength of mind we can avoid and overcome them. But
we must note, that in arranging our thoughts and concep=
tions we should always bear in mind that which is good in
every individual t]_ing (IV. lxlii. Coroll. and Eli. lix.), in
order that we may always be determined to action by an
emotion of pleasure. For instance, if a man sees that he
is too keen in the pursuit of honour, let him think over its
right use, the end for which it should be pursued, and
the means whereby he may attain it. Let him not think
of its misuse, and its emptiness, and the fickleness of man-kind, and the like, whereof no man thinks except through a
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morbidness of disposition;
with thoughts llke these do the
most ambitious most torment themselves, when they despair
of gaining the distinctions
they hanker after, and in thus
giving vent to their anger would fain appear wise. Wherefore it is certain that those, who cry out the loudest against
the misuse of honour and the vanity of the world, are those
who most greedily covet it. This is not peculiar to the
ambitious, but is common to all who are iU-used by fortune, and who are infirm in spirit.
For a poor man also,
who is miserly, will talk incessantly of the misuse of wealth
und of the vices of the rich; whereby he merely torments
himself, and shows the world that he is intolerant, not only
of his own poverty, but also of other people's riches.
So,
again, those who have been ill received by a woman the)love think of nothing but the inconstancy, treachery, and
other stock faults of the fair sex ; all of which they consign
to oblivion, directly they are again taken into favour by
their sweetheart.
Thus he who would govern his emotion_
and appetite solely by the love of freedom strives, as far as
he can, to gain a knowledge of the virtues and their causes,
and to fill his spirit with the joy which arises from the true
knowledge of them : he will in no wise desire to dwell on
men's faults, or to carp at his fellows, or to revel in a false
show of freedom.
Whosoever
will diligently
observe and
practise these precepts (which indeed are not difficult) will
verily, in a short space of time, be able, for the most part,
to direct his actions according to the commandments
of
reason.
PROP. XI. In proportion
a_ a mental image is referred to
_,nare objects, so is it more frequent, or more often vivid, and
ooculries the mind mare.
Proof.--In
proportion as a mental image or an emotion
is referred to more objects, so are there more causes whereby
it can be aroused and fostered, all of which (by hypothesis) the mind contemplates simultaneously
in association
with the given emotion ; therefore the emotion is more fre(luent, or is more often in full vigour, and (V. viii.) occupies
the mind more.
Q.E.D.
PROP. _'l'I. The mental images of things are more easily
,associated with the images referred to things which we clearly
_tnd d_.qtinctly understand,
than with others.
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Proof.--Things,
which we clearly and distinctly
undcrstand, axe either the cemmon properties
of things or de
ductions thel_from
(see definition of Reason, II. xl. note ii.).
and are consequently (by the last Prop.) more often aroused
in us. Wherefore it may more readily happen, that we should
contemplate other things in conjunction with these than in
conjunction
with something
else, and consequently
(II.
xviii.) that the images of the said things should be more
often associated with the images of these than with the
images of something else.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XTI-I. A mental image is more often _ivld, in t'oT..ortiou as it is associated with a greater number of other
_mages.
Proof.--In
proportion as an image is associated with a
grcater number
of ether images, so (II. xviii.) are there
more causes whereby it can be aroused.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XIV. The mind can bring it about, that all bodily
_nodifieatwus or images of things may be referred to the idea
of God.
Proof.--There
is no modification of the body, whereof the
mind may not form some clear and distinct
conception
(V. iv.) ; wherefore it can bring it about, that they should
all be referred to the idea of God (I. xv.).
Q.E.D.
PROP. XV. He who clearly and distinctly
understands
himself and his emotions loves God, and so much the more in
pre29ortion as he more understands himself and his emotions.
Proof.--He
who clearly and distinctly understands
himself and his emotions feels pleasure (]2[. lift.), and this
pleasure is (by the last Prop.) accompanied by the idea of
God; therefore (Def. of the Emotions, vi.) such an one
loves God, and (for the same reason) so much the more in
proportion as he more understands himself and his emotions.

Q.E.D.

PRop. XVI. This love towards God must hold the chief
place iu the mind.
_Proof.--For this love is associated with all the modifications of the body (V. xiv.) and is fostered by them all
(V. xv.) ; therefore (V. xi.), it must hold the chief place i_
the mind.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XVII.
God _s _ithout passions, neither is he affect_d
by any emotion of pleasure or Tain.
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Proof.--All
ideas, in so far as they are referred t_) God,
are true (II. _xx_.), that is (II. Def. iv.) adequate;
and
therefore
(by the general Def. of the Emotions)
God is
without passions.
Again, God cannot pass either to a
greater or to a lesser perfection
(T. xx. Coroll. ii.) ; therefore (by Def. of the Emotions, ii. iii.) he is not affected by
any emotion of pleasure or pain.
Corollary.--Strictly
speaking, God does not love or hate
anyone.
For God (by the foregoing Prop.) is not affected
by any emotion of pleasure or pain, consequently
(Def. of
the Emotions, vi. vii.) he does not love or hate anyone.
PROP. X-VIXI. :hToone can hate God.
Proof.--The
idea of God which is in us is adequate and
perfect (II. xlvi. xlvii.) ; wherefore, in so far as we contemplate God, we are active (]:II. iii.) ; consequently
(]IL ]ix.)
there can be no pain accompanied
by the idea of God, in
other words (Def. of the Emotions, vii.), no one can hate
GOd. Q.E.D.
CoroUary.--Love
towards GOd cannot be turned
into
hate.
_Tote.--It may be objected that, as we understand
God as
the cause of all things, we by that very fact regard God
as the cause of pain.
But I make answer, that, in so
far as we understand
the causes of pain, it to that extent
(V. iii.) ceases to be a passion, that is, it ceases to be pain
(]XL ]ix.) ; therefore, in so far as we understand God to be
the cause of pain, we to that extent feel pleasure.
PROP. XT_. He, who loves God, cannot endeavour that
God should love him in return.
Proof.--For,
if a man should so endeavour, he would
desire (V. xvii. Coroll.) that God, whom he loves, should
not be God, and consequently he would desire to feel pain
(HI. xix.) ; which is absurd (-HI. xxviii.). Therefore, he who
loves GOd, &c. Q.E.D.
PROP. iX.
Th/s love towards God cannot be stained by the
emotion of envy or jealousy:
contrariwise,
it is the more
fostered, in proportion as we conceive a greater number of men
to be joined to God by the same bond of love.
Proof.--This
love towards God is the highest good which
we can seek for under the guidance of reason (IV. xxviii.),
it is common to all men (IV. x_rvi.), and we desire that all
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_hould rejoice therein (IV. xxxvii.) ; therefore
(Def. of the
Emotions, xx_ii.),it cannot be stained bytheemotion
of envv,
nor by the emotion of jealousy (V. xvm. see accretion of
Jealousy, III. xxxv. note) ; but, contrariwise,
it must needs
be the more fostered, in proportion
as we conceive a greater
number of men to rejoice therein.
Q.E.D.
Note.--We
can in the same way show, that there i_ no
emotion directly contrary to this love, whereby this love
can be destroyed ; therefore we may conclude, that this love
towards God is the most constant of all the emotions, and
that, in so far as it is referred to the body, it cannot be
destroyed, unless the body be destroyed also.
As to its
nature, in so far as it is referred to the mind only, we shall
presently inquire.
I have now gone through
all the remedies against the
emotions, or all that the mind, considered in itself alone,
can do against them.
Whence it appears that the mind's
power over the emotions consists :-I. In the actual knowledge of the emotions (V. iv. note).
II. In the fact that it separates the emotions from the
thought of an external cause, which we conceive confusedly
(V. ii. and iv. note).
III. In the fact, that, in respect to time, the emotions r_ferred to things, which we distinctly
understand,
surpass
those referred to what we conceive in a confused and fragmentary manner (V. vii.).
IV. In the number of causes whereby those modifications _ are fostered, which have regard to the common properties of things or to God (V. ix. xi.).
V. Lastly, in the order wherein the mind can arrange
and associate, one with another, its own emotions (V. x.
note and xii. xiii. xiv.).
But, in order that this power of the mind over the emotions may be better understood,
it should be specially observed that the emotions are called by us strong, when we
compare
the emotion of one man with the emotion of
another, and see that one man is more troubled than another by the same emotion ; or when we are comparing the
various emotions of the same man one with another, and
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find that he is more affected or stirred by one emotion than
by another.
For the strength of every emotion is defined
by a comparison
of our own power with the power of an
external cause.
Now the power of the mind is defined by
knowledge only, and its infirmity or passion is defined by
the privation of knowledge only : it therefore follows, that
that mind is most passive, whose greatest part is made up
of inadequate ideas, so that it may be characterized
more
readily by its passive states than by its activities:
on the
other hand, that mind is most active, whose greatest part
is made up of adequate ideas, so that, although it may contain as many inadequate ideas as the former mind, it may
wet be more easily characterized
by ideas attributable
to
human virtue, than by ideas which tell of human infirmity.
Again, it must be observed, that spiritual unhealthiness and misfortunes
can generally be traced to excessive
love for something
which is subject to many variations,
and which we can never become masters of. For no one
is solicitous or anxious about anything, unless he loves it ;
neither do wrongs, suspicions, enmities, &c. arise, except
in regard to things whereof no one can be really master.
We may thus readily conceive the power which clear and
distinct knowledge, and especially that third kind of knowledge (H. xlvii, note), founded on the actual knowledge of
God, Possesses over the emotions : if it does no_ absolutely
destroy them, in so far as they are passions (V. iii. and iv.
note) ; at any rate, it causes them to occupy a very small
part of the mind (V. xiv.).
Further,
it begets a love towards a thing immutable and eternal (V. xv.), whereof we
may really enter into Possession (II. xlv.) ; neither can it
be clefiled with those faults which are inherent in ordinary
love ; but it may grow from strength to strength, and may
engross the greater part of the mind, and deeply Ponetrate it,
And now I have finished with all that concerns this present life : for, as I said in the beginning of this note, I have
briefly described
all the remedies
against the emotions.
And this everyone may readily have seen for himself, if he
has attended to what is advaneed in the present note, and
also to the definitions of the mind and its emotions, an<L
lastly, to Propositions
i. and iii. of Part III.
It is now,
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therefore, _ne to pass on to those matters, which appertain
to the duration of the mind, without relation to the body.
P_o_. X_L
The mind can only i_i_e
an_hi_g, or re.
member what is past, while the body endures.
Proof.--The
mind does not express the actual existence
of its body, nor does it imagine the modifications
of the
body as actual, except while the body endures
(II. viii.
Coroll.) ; and, consequently
(II. xxvi.), it does not imagine
any body as actually existing, except while its own body
endures.
Thus it cannot imagine anything (for definition
of Imagination,
see II. xvii. note), or remember
things
past, except while the body endures
(see definition of
Memory, II. xviii, note).
Q.E./).
P_oP. 3zx'lff. 2Vevertheless in God there is necessarily a_
idea, which ezpresses the essence of this or that human body
_nder the form of eternity.
Proof.--God
is the cause, not only of the existence of
this or that human body, but also of its essence (I. xxv.).
This essence, therefore,
must
necessarily
be conceived
through the very essence of God (I. Ax. iv.), and be thus
conceived by a certain eternal necessity (I. xvi.) ; and this
conception must necessarily exist in God (II. iii.).
Q.E.D.
PROP. _KXTII. The human mind cannot be absolutely destroyed with the body, but there remains of it something which
is eternal.
Proof.--There
is necessarily in God a concept or idea,
which erpr_sses
the essence of the human
body (last
Prop.), which, therefore,
is necessarily
something
appertaining Ix) the essence of the human mind (II. xiii.).
But
we have not assigned to the human mind any duration, definable by time, except in so far as it expresses the actual
existence of the body, which is explained through duration,
and may be defined by time--that
is 0I viii. Coroll.), we
do not assign to it duratmn, except while the body endures.
Yet, as there is something, notwithstanding,
which is con_eived by a certain eternal necessity through
the very
essence of God (last Prop.) ; this something, which apper.
rains to the essence of the mind, will necessarily be eternal.

QE.D.

iVote.--This idea, which expresses the essence of the body
trader the form of eternity, is, as we have said, a cert.aip
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mode of thinking, which belongs to the essence of the mind,
and is necessarily eternal.
Yet it is not possible that we,
should remember that we existed before our body, for our
body can bear no trace of such existence, neither
can
eternity be defined in terms of time, or have any relation to
time. But, notwithstanding,
we feel and know that we are
eternal.
For the mind feels those things that it conceives
by understanding,
no less than those things that it remembers.
For the eyes of the mind, whereby it sees and
observes things, are none other than proofs. Thus, although
we do not remember
that we existed before the body, yet
we feel that our mind, in so far as it involves the. essence
of the body, under the form of eternity, is eternal, and that
thus its existence cannot be defined in terms of time, or
explained through
duration.
Thus our mind can only be
said to endure, and its existence can only be defined by a
fixed time, in so far as it involves the actual existence of
the body.
Thus far only has it the power of determining
the existence of things by time, and conceiving them under
the category of duration.
PROp. "_'X'YV. The more we understand
particular things,
the more do we understand God.
Proof.--This
is evident from I. xxv. Coroll.
PROP. XXV. The highest endeavour of the mind, and the
highest virtue is to understand
things by the third kind of
knowledge.
Proof.--The
third kind of knowledge proceeds from an
adequate idea of certain attributes
of God to an adequate
knowledge of the essence of things (see its definition 17. xl.
note ii.); and, in proportion as we understand
things more in
this way, we better understand
God (by the last Prop.);
therefore (IV. xxviii.) the highest virtue of the mind, that
is (IV. Def. viii.) the power, or nature, or (HI. vii.) highest
endeavour of the mind, is to understand
th_ngs by the
third kind of knowledge.
Q.E.D.
l:)_op. X-_UV_. In proportion as the mind is more capable
of understanding
things by the third kind of knowledye, i2
desires more to understand things by that kind.
Proof.--This
is evident.
For, in so far as we conceive
the mind to be capable
of conceiving
things by this
-kind of knowledge, we, ta that extent, conceive it as deter-
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mined thus to conceive things;
and consequently
(Def.
of the Emotions, i.), the mind desires so to do, in proportion
_s it is more capable thereof.
Q.E.D.
I_oP. _rVVI/.
l_ro_n this third kind of knowledge arise8
the highest possible mental acquiescence.
Proof.
The highest virtue of the mind is to know God
(IV. xxviii.), or to understand
things by the third kind of
knowledge (V. xxv.), and this virtue is greater in proportion as the mind knows things more by the said kind of
knowledge (V. xxiv.) : consequently,
he who knows things
by this kind of knowledge passes to the summit of human
perfection, and is therefore (Def. of the Emotions,it.)
affected
by the highest pleasure, such pleasure being accompanied by
the idea of himself and his own virtue ; thus (Def. of the
Emotions,
rxv.), from this kind of knowledge arises the
highest possible acquiescence.
Q.E.D.
PROP. _r¥II_.
The endeavour or desire to know things
by the third kind of knowledge cannot arise fram the first, but
from the second kind of knowledge.
Proof.--This
proposition is self-evident.
For whatsoever
we understand
clearly and distinctly, we understand either
through itself, or through that which is conceived through
itself; that is, ideas which are clear and distinct in us, or
which are referred to the third kind of knowledge (II. xl.
note it.) cannot follow from ideas that are fragmentary
and
confused, and are referred to knowledge of the first kSnd.
but must follow from adequate ideas, or ideas of the second
and third kind of knowledge ; therefore (Def. of the Emotions, i.), the desire of knowing things by the third kind
of knowledge cannot arise from the first, but from the second
kind.
Q.E.D.
PROP. XXIX.
Whatsoever
the mind understands
under
the form of eternity, it does not understand by virtue of conceiving the present actual existence of the body, but by virtue
of conceiving the essence of the body under the form of
eternity.
Proof.----_
so far as the mind conceives the present
existence of its body, it to that extent conceives duration
which can be determined by time, and to that extent only
has it the power of conceiving things in relation to time
(V. xxi. II. xxvi.).
But eternity cannot be explained in
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term_ of dura¢ion ('i. Def. viii and explanation).
Therefore to this extent the mind has not the power of conceiving
things under the form of eternity, but it possesses such
power, because it is of the nature of reason to conceive
_hings under the form of etermty (II. xliv. Coroll. ii.), and
also because it is of the nature of the mind to conceive the
essence of the body under the form of eternity (V. xxiii.),
for besides these two there is nothing which belongs to the
essence of mind .(I_I.xih.).
Therefore
this power of conceiving things under the form of eternity only belongs to
the mind in virtue of the mind's conceiving the essence of
the body under the form of eternity.
Q.E.D.
]¢ote.--Things
are conceived by us as actual in two
ways, either as existing in relation to a given time and
place, or as contained in God and following from the
necessit_ of the divine nature.
Whatsoever we conceive in
this second way as true or real, we conceive under the form
of eternity, and their ideas involve the eternal and infinite
essence of God, as we showed in II. xlv. and note, which
see.

PROP. XXX.
Our mind, in so far as it knows itself and
the body under the form of eternity, has to that e_tent necessarily a knowledge of God, and knows that it is in God, and
is conceived through God.
Proof.--Eternity
is the very essence of God, in so far as
this involves necessary existence (I. Def. viii.).
Therefore
to conceive things under the form of eternity, is to conceive
things in so far as they are conceived through the essence
of God as real entities, or in so far as they involve existence through the essence of God ; wherefore our mind, in
so far as it conceives itself and the body under the form
of eternity, has to that extent necessarily a knowledge of
God, and knows, &c. Q.E.D.
PROP. _KXT.
The third kind of knowledge depends o_
the mind, as its formal cause, in 8o far as the _nind itself is
eternal.
Proofl--The
mind does not conceive anything under the
form of eternity, except in so far as it conceives its own
body under the form of eternity (V. xxix.) ; that is, except
in so far as it is eternal (V. xxi. _Yili.) ; therefore (by the
last Prop.), in so far as it is eternal, it possesses the know.
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ledge of God, which knowledge is necessarily adequate (II
xlvi.) ; hence the mind, m so far as it is eternal, is capable
of knowing everytinng
which can follow from this given
knowledge of God (II. xl.), in other words, of knowm_
things by the third kind of knowledge (see Def. in II. xl.
note ii.), whereof accordingly the mind (III. Def. i.), in
so fur as it is eternal, is the adequate or formal cause of
such knowledge.
Q.E.D.
Note.--In
proportion, therefore, as a man is more potent
in this kind of knowledge, he will be more completely conscious of himself and of God ; in other words, he will be
more perfect and blessed, as will appear more clearly in the
sequel.
But, we must here observe that, although
we are
already certain that the mind is eternal, in so far as it conceives things under the form of etenfity, yet, in order that
what we wish to show may be more readily explained and
better understood, we will consider the mind itself, as though
it had just begun to exist and to understand
things under
the form of eternity, us indeed we have done hitherto ; tlfis
we may do without any danger of error, so long as we are
careful not to draw any conclusion, unless our premisses are
plain.
PROP. XXXII.
Whatsoever we understand
by the third
kind of knowledge, we take delight in, and our delight is
accomTanied by the idea of God as cause.
Procf.--From
this kind of knowledge arises the highest
possible mental acquiescence, that is (Def. of the Emotions,
xxv.), pleasure, and tins acquiescence is accompanied by the
idea of the mind itself (V. xxvii.), and consequently (V. xxx.)
the idea also of God as cause.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--From
the third kind of knowledge necessarily
arises the intellectual
love of God. From this kind of knowledge arises pleasure aceompamed by the idea of God as cause,
that is (Def of the Emotions, vL), the love of God ; not in so
far as we ima_ne him us present (V. xxix.), but in so far
_s we understand
him to be eternal ; tins is what I call the
intellectual
love of God.
l_oP. XX_XHI. The _ntellectual love of God, which arises
from the third kind of hmowledge, is eternal.
:Proof._The
tinrd kind of knowledge
is eternal
(V.
xxxi. I. Ax iii.);
therefore
(by the same Axiom) the
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Note.--Although
this love towards God has (by the foregoing Prop.) no beginning, it yet possesses all the perfections of love, just as though it had arisen as we feigned in
the Coroll. of the last Prop.
Nor is there here any difference, except that the mind possesses as eternal those same
perfections which we feigned to accrue to it, and they are
accompanied by the idea of God as eternal cause.
If pleasl_re consists in the transition to a greater perfection, assuredly blessedness must consist in the mind being endowed
with perfection itself.
PROP.
_TV.
T_e
_/'tind/8,
only while the body endures,
subject to those emotions which are attributable to passions.
Proof.--Ima_nation
is the idea wherewith
the mind
contemplates
a thing as present (II. xvii. note) ; yet this
idea indicates rather the present disposition of the human
body than the nature of the external thing (II. xvi. Coroll.
it.). Therefore emotion (see general Def. of Emotions) is
imagination, i__so far as it indicates the present disposition
of the body; therefore (V. xxi.) the mind is, onlywhile the
body endures, subject to emotions which are attributable
to
passions.
QdE.D.
Corollary.--Hence
it follows that no love save intellectual
love is eternal.
Note.--If
we look te men's general opinion, we shall see
that they are indeed conscious of the eternity of their mind,
but that they confuse eternity with duration, and ascribe
it to the imagination or the memory which they believe to
remain after death.
PROP. XXXV. God loves himself with an infinite intellectual love.
Proof.--God
is absolutely infinite (I. Def. vi.), that is
(II. Def. vi.), the nature of GOd rejoices in infinite perfection; and such rejoicing is (II iii.) accompanied
by the
idea of himself, that is (I. xi. and Def. i ), the idea of his
own cause : now this is what we have (in V. xxxii. Coroll.)
described as intellectual
love.
P_oP. XXXVI.
The intellectual love of the mind toward_
God is that very love of God whereby God loves himself, not
in so far as he is infinite, but in so far as he can be e_plai_,_ed
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through the essence of the huma_ mind regarded under the
form of eternity ; in other words, the intellectual love of the
mind towards God is paxt of the infinite love wherewith God
loves himself.
Proof.--This
love of the mind must be referred to the
activities of the mind (V. xxxii. Coroll. and ]I[. iii.); it is
itself, indeed, an activity whereby the mind regards itself
accompanied
by the idea of God as cause (V. xxxii, and
Coroll.); that is (I. xxv. Coroll. and IL xi. Coroll.), an
activity whereby God, in so far as he can be explained
through the human mind, regards himseff accompanied by
the idea of himself;
therefore (by the last Prop.), this love
of the mind is part of the infinite love wherewith God loves
himself.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.
Hence it follows that God, in so far as he
loves himself, loves ma.n, and, consequently, that the love
of God towards men, and the intellectual love of the mind
towards God are identical.
Note.--From
what has been said we clearly understand,
wherein our salvation, or blessedness, or freedom, consists :
namely, in the constant and eternal love towards God, or
in God's love towards meI}. This love or blessedness is, in
the Bible, called Glory, and not undeservedly.
For whether
this love be referred to God or to the mind, it may rightly
be called acquiescence of spxrit, which (Def. of the Emotmns,
xxv. xxx.) is not really distinguished
from glory.
In so far
as it is referred to God, i_ is (V. xxxv.) pleasure, if we may
still use that term, accompanied by the idea of itself, and,
in so far as it is referred
to the mind, it is the same

(V.xxvii.).
Again, since the essence of our mind consists solely in
knowledge, whereof the beginning and the foundatmn is God
(I. xv. and II. xlvii, note), it becomes clear to us, in what
manner and way our mind, as to its essence and existence,
follows from the divine nature and constantly depends on
God. I have thought it worth while here to .call attention
to this, in order to show by this example how the knowledge
of particular things, which I have called intuitive or of the
third kind CII. xl. note ii.), is potent, and more powerful
than the universal
knowledge, which I have styled knowledge of the second kind.
For, although
in Part L I

266

THE E_HIeS.

[FAir

_.

showed in general terms, that all thing',s (and consequently,
also, the human mind) depend as to their essence and existence on God, yet that demonstration,
though legitimate
and placed beyond the chances of doubt, does not affect
cur mind so much, as when the same conclusion is derived
from the actual essence of some particular thing, which we
say depends on God.
PROP. XXXVII.
There is nothing in nature, which is contrary to this ,ntellectual love, or which can take it away,
Proof.--This
intellectual
love follows necessarily
from
the nature of the mind, in so far as the latter is regarded
through the nature of God as an eternal truth (V. xxxiii.
and xxix.).
If, therefore, there should be anything which
would be contrary to this love, that thing would be contrary to that which is true ; consequently, that, which should
be able to take away this love, would cause that which is
true to be false; an obvious absurdity.
Therefore
there
is nothing in n_ture which, &c. Q.E.D.
Note.--The Axiom of Part IV. has reference to particular
things, in so far as they are regarded in relation to a given
time and place : of this, I think, no one can doubt.
PROP. XXXV]_.
In proportion as the mind understands
more things by the second and third kind of knowledge, it is
less subject to those emotions which are evil, and stands in _s
fear of death.
Proof.--The
mind's essence consists in knowledge (_ xi.);
therefore,
in proportion
as the mind understands
more
things by the second and third kinds of knowledge, the
greater will be the part of it that endures (V. xxix. and
xxiil.), and, consequently
(by the last Prop.), the greater
will be the part that is not touched by the emotions, which
are contraxy to our nature, or in other words, evil (IV. xxx.).
Thus, in proportion as the mind understands
more tlfings
by the second and third kinds of knowledge, the greater
will be the part of it, that remains unimpaired,
and, consequently, less subject to emotions, &c. Q.e.D.
1Vote --Hence we understand
that point which I touched
on in IV. xxxix, note, and wb _ch I promised _o explain in this
Part ; namely, that death } _comes less hurtYul, in proportion as the mind's clear an(: tistinet knowledge is greater,
and, consequently,
in 1)roportion as the mind loves God
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more. A_in,
since from the third kind of knowledge
arises the highest possible acquiescence (_r. xxvii ), it follows that the human mind can attain to being of such a
nature, that the part thereof which we have shown to
perish with the body (¥. xxL) should be of little imI_ortance when compare(1 with the part which endures.
But I
will soon treat of the subject at greater length.
PROP. XXXIX.
He, u, ho possesses a body capable of tl_e
greatest number of activities, possesses a mind whereof the
greatest part is eternal.
_Proof. He, who possesses a body capable of the greatest
number of activities, is least a_tated
by those emotions
which are evil (IV. xxxvifi )--that
is (I_ r. xxx ), by those
emotions
which are contrary, to our nature;
theref_*re
(V. x.), he possesses the power of arranging and associating
the mochfications of the body according to the intellectu,tl
order, and, consequently,
of brining
it about, that all the
modifications of the body should be referred to the idea ef
God ; whence it will come to pass that (V. xv.) he will be
affected with love towards God, which (V.xvL)must
occupy
or constitute
the chief part of the mind; therefore
(V.
xxxih.), such a man will possess a nnud whereof the chief
part is eternal.
Q.E.D.
Note.--Since human bodies are capable of the greate st num ber of activities, there is no doubt but that they may be of
such a nature, that they may be referred to minds possessing
a great knowledge of themselves and of God, and whereof
the greatest or chief part is eternal, and, therefore, that
they should scarcely fear d_eath. But, in order that this
may be understood
mere clearly, we must here call to mind,
that we live in a state of perpetual variation, and, according as we are changed for the better or the worse, we are
called happy or unhappy.
For he, who, from being an infant or a child, becomes a
corpse, is called unhappy ; whereas it _s set down to happiness, if we have been able to live through the whole period
of life with a sound mind in a sound body.
And, in
reality, he, who, as in the case of an infant or a child, has
a body cai)able of very few activities, and depending, for
the most part, on external causes, has a mind which, considered in itself alone, is scarcely conscious of itself, or of
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God, or of things; whereas, he, who has a body capable
of very many activities, has a mind which, considered in
itself alone, is highly conscious of itself, of God, and of
things.
In this life, therefore, we primarily endeavour
to bring it about, that the body of a child, in so far as
its nature allows and conduces thereto, may be changed
into something else capable of very many activities, and
referable to a mind which is highly conscious of itself, of
God, and of things; and we desire so to change it, that
what is referred to its imagination
and memory may become insignificant, in comparison with its intellect,
as I
have already said in the note to the last Proposition.
PROP.
X_.
I'_
_2ropo_tion
a_
eclch
thing possesses more
of perfection, so is it move active, and les$ passive;
and,
vice versd, in trroTartion as it is more active, 8o is it more
perfect.
_Proof.--In
proportion
as each thing is more perfect, it
possesses more of reality (II. Def. vi.), and, consequently
(HI ill and note), it is to that extent more active and less
passive.
This demonstration
may be reversed, and thus
prove that, in proportion
as a thing is more active, so is it
more perfect.
Q.E.D.
Corollary.--Hence
it follows that the part of the mind
which endures, be it great or small, is more perfect than
the rest.
For the eternal part of the mind (V. xxiii, xxix.)
is the understanding,
through which alone we are said to
act (HI. ih.) ; the part which we have shown to perish is
the imagination (V. xxi.), through which only we axe said
to be passive (III. iiL and general Def. of the Emotions) ;
therefore, the former, be it great or small, is more perfect
than the latter.
Q.E.D.
Note.--Such
are the doctrines which I had purposed to
set forth concerning
the mind, in so far as it is regarded
without relation to the body ; whence, as also from I. xxi.
and other places, it is plain that our mind, in so far as it
understands, is an eternal mode of thinking, which is determined by another eternal mode of thinking, and this other
by a third, and so on to infinity;
so that all taken together at once constitute
the eternal and infinite intellect
of God.
Pr_ol_. XLI. Even if we did not know that our mind is
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eternal, we should still consider as of primary importa_ce
piety and religion, and generally all things which, in Part
IV., we showed to be attributable
to courage and highmindedness.
Proof.--The
first and only foundation
of virtue, or the
rule of right living is (1_T. xxii. Coroll. and xxiv.) seeking
one's own true interest.
Now, while we determined
what
reason prescribes
as useful, we took no account of the
mind's eternity,
which has only become known to us in
this Fifth Part.
Although we were ignorant at that time
that the mind is eternal, we nevertheless
stated that the
qualities attributable
to courage and hagh-mmdedness
are
of primary importance.
Therefore, even if we were still
ignorant of this doctrine, we should yet put the aforesaid
precepts of reason in the first place.
Q.E.D.
Note.--The
general belief of the multitude
seems to be
different.
Most people seem to believe that they are free,
in so far as they may obey their lusts, and that they
cede their rights, in so far as they are bound to hve according to the commandments
of the divine law.
They
therefore
believe that piety,
religion,
and, generally,
M1 things attributable
to firmness of mind, are burdens,
winch, after death, they hope to lay aside, and to receive
the reward for their bondage, that is. for their piety and
religion ; it is not only by tiffs hope, but also, and chiefly,
by the fear of being horribly punished
after death, that
they are induced to live according to the divine commandments, so fax as their feeble and infirm spirit will carry
them.
If men had not this
hope and this fear, but believed that the mind perishes with the body, and that no
hope of prolonged
life remains for the wretches who are
broken down with the burden of piety, they would return
to their own inclinations,
controlling
everything in accordance with their lusts, and desiring to obey fortune rather
than themselves.
Such a course appeaxs to me not less
absurd than if a man, because he does not believe that he
can by wholesome food sustain his body for ever, should
wish to cram himself with poisons and deadly fare ; or if,
because he sees that the mind is not eternal or immortal.
lm should prefer to be out of his mind altogether,
and t_
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live without the use of reason ; these ideas are so absurd
as to be scarcely worth refuting.
PROP. XL]:I. Blessedness is not the reward of virtue, but
virtue itself; neither do we rejoice therein, because we control
o_tr lusts, but, contrariwise, because we rejoice therein, we are
able to control our lusts.
Proof.--Blessedness
consists in love towards God (V.
xxxvi, and note), which love springs from the third kind of
knowledge (V. xxxii. Coroll.) ; therefore this love (II1. iii.
lix.) must be referred to the mind, in so far as the latter is
active ; therefore (IV. Def. viii.) it is virtue itself. This was
our first point.
Again, in proportion as the mind rejoices
more in this divine love or blessedness, so does it the more
understand
(V. xxxii.) ; that is ('V. iii. Coroll.), so much the
more power has it over the emotions, and (V. xxxviii.) so
much the less is it subject to those emotions which are
evil; therefore, in proportion
as the mind rejoices in this
divine love or blessedness, so has it the power of controlllng
lusts. And, since human power in controlling the emotions
consists solely in the understanding,
it follows that no one
rejoices in blessedness, because he has controlled his lusts,
but, contrariwise, his power of controlling his lusts arises
from this blessedness itself.
Q.E.D.
Note.--I have thus completed all I wished to set forth
touching
the mind's power over the emotions and the
mind's freedom.
Whence it appears, how potent is the
wise man, and how much he surpasses the ignorant man,
who is driven only by his lusts.
For the ignorant man is
Ilot only distracted
in various ways by external causes
without ever gaining the true acquiescence of his spirit,
but moreover lives, as it were unwitting of himself, and of
God, and of things, and as soon as he ceases to suffer,
ceases also to be.
Whereas
the wise man, in so far as he is regarded as
_ueh, is scarcely at all disturbed in spirit, but, being conscious of himself, and of God, and of things, by a certain
eternal necessity, never ceases to be, but always possesses
true acquiescence of his spirit.
If the way which I have pointed out as leading to this
result seems exceedingly hard, it may nevertheless
be dis.;.overed.
Needs must it be hard, since it is so seldom
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be possible, if salvation were ready
without great labour be found, that
all men neglected ? But all things
as they are rare.
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SPINOZA.

[Oldenbuq'g, after complimenting
Spinoza, asks him to enter
into a ThilosoThical corresTondence. ]
LLUSTRIOUS
SI_, _'_D _osT WORT_ FRI_D,--SO
painful to me was the separation from you the other day
after our meeting in ycur retreat at Rhijnsburg,
that it is
my first endeavour, now that I am returned to England, to
renew, as fax as is possible by correspondence, my intercourse
with you.
Solid learning,
conjoined
with courtesy and
refinement
of mazmers (wherewith
both nature and art
have most amply endowed
you), carries with it such
charms as to command the love of every, honourable
and
liberally-edueated
man.
Let us then, most excellent sir,
join hands in sincere friendship, and let us foster the feeling with every zealous endeavour
and kind office in our
power.
Whatever
my poor means can furnish I beg you
to look on as your own.
Allow me in return to claim a
share in the riches of your talents, as I may do without inflicting any loss on yourself.
We conversed at Rhijnsburg
of God, of extension,
of
inihdte thought, of the differences and agreements botwee_
these, of the nature of the connection between the human
soul and body, and further, of the principles of the Cartesian and Baco_i.n philosophies.
But, as we then spoke of these great questions merely
cursorily and by the way, and as my mind has been not a
I The number of each letter
gLven in brackets.
.See Introd,ction,
p. xvL

as arranged
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little tormented with them since, I will appeal to the rights
of our newly cemented friendship, and most affectionately
be.g .you to give me at somewhat
greater length your
opnnon on the subjects I have mentioned.
On two points
especially I ask for enlightenment,
if T may presume so
far ; first : In what do you place the true distinction between
thought
and matter ? secondly : What do you consider to
be the chief defects in the Cartesian and Bacouian philosophies, and how do you think they might best be removed,
and something more sound substituted ? The more freely
you write to me on these aJad similar subjects, the more
closely will you tie the bonds of our friendship,
and the
stricter will be the obligation laid on me to repay you, as
far as possible, with similar services.
There is at presentin the press a collection of physiological discourses
written
by an Engfishman
of noble
family and distLnguished learning. _ They treat of the nature
and elasticity of the air, a_ proved by forty-three
expo_ments; also of its fluidity, solidity, and other analogous
matters.
As soon as the work is published, I shall make a
laOint of sending it to you by any [riend who may be crossing the sea. Meanwhile,
farewell,
and remember
your
friend, who is
Yours, in all affection and zeal,
]_.ENRY
London,

_

Aug.,

OLDENBURG.

'
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TO

(II.)

OLDENBURG.

[Answer to Letter I. Spinoza defines " God," and "attribute," and sends definitions, _,
and first four lorofooition¢ of Book I. of :Ethics.
Some errors of Bacon and
Desea_es discussed.]
ILT.VST_ZOUSS_,--How
pleasant your friendship is to
me, you may yourself judge, if your modesty will allow you
to reflect on the abundance of your own excellences.
In.
i Roln,rt

B ,vie.
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deed the thought of these makes me seem not a little bold
in entering into such a compact, the more so when I consider that between friends all things, and especially things
spiritual,
ought to be in common.
However, this must
lie at the charge of your modesty and kindness rather
than of myself.
You have been willing to lower yourself
through the former and to fill me with the abundance of
the latter, till I am no longer afraid to accept the close
friendship, which you hold out to me, and which you deign
In ask of me in return;
no effort on my part shall be
spared to render it lasting.
As for my mental endowments, such as they are, I would
willingly allow you to share them, even though I knew it
would be to my own great hindrance.
But this is not
meant as an excuse for denying to you what you ask by
the rights of friendship.
I will therefore endeavour to
explain my opinions on the topics you touched on ; though
I scarcely hope, unless your kindness intervene, that 1
shall thus draw the bonds of our friendship
closer.
I will then begin by speaking briefly of God, Whom I
define as a Being consisting in infinite attributes,
whereof
each is infinite
or supremely
perfect after its kind.
You must observe that by attribute
I mean everything,
which is conceived through itself and in itself, so that the
conception of it does not involve the conception of anything
else.
For instance, extension is conceived through itself
and in itself, but motion is not.
The latter is conceived
through
something
else, for the conception of it implies
extension.
That the definition above given of God is true appears
from the fact, that by God we mean a Being supremely
perfect and absolutely infinite.
That such a Being exist._
may easily be proved from the definition;
but as this is
not the place for such proof, I will pass it over.
What I
am bound here to prove, in order to satisfy the first inquiry
of my distinguished
questioner,
are the following consequences ; first, that in the universe there cannot exist two
substances
without
their differing
utterly
in essence;
secondly, that substance cannot be produced or created-existence pertains to its actual essence ; thirdly, that all substance must be _nfin_te or supremely perfect after its kind.
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When these points have been demonstrated,
my distinguished
questioner will readily perceive my drift, if he
reflects at the same time on the definition of God. In
order to prove them clearly and briefly, I can think of
nothing better than to submit them to the bar of your
judgment proved in the geometrical
method. _ I therefore
enclose them separately
and await your verdict upon
them.
Again, you ask me what errors I detect in the Car_sian
and Baconian philosophies.
It is not my custom to expose
the errors of others, nevertheless
I will yield to your request.
The first and the greatest error is, that these
philosophers
have strayed so far from the knowledge
of
the first cause and origin of all things ; the second is, that
they did not know the true nature of the human mind ;
the third, that they never grasped the true cause of error.
The necessity for correct knowledge on these three points
can only be ignored by persons completely devoid of learning and traiuing.
That they have wandered astray from the knowledge of
the first cause, and of the human mind, may easily be
gathered from the truth of the three propositions
given
above; I therefore
devote myself entirely to the demonstration of the third error. Of Bacon I shall say very little,
for he speaks very confusedly on the point, and works out
scarcely any proofs: he simply narrates.
In the first place
he assumes, that the human intellect is liable to err, not
only through
the fallibility of the senses, but also solely
through its own nature, and that it frames its conceptions
in accordance with the analogy of its own nature, not with
the analogy of the universe, so that it is like a mirror reeeiving rays from external objects unequally, and m_ngl_ng
its own nature with the nature of things, &c.
Secondly, that the human intellect
is, by reason of its
own nature, prone to abstractions ; such things as are in
flux it feigns to be constant, &c.
Thirdly, that the hllm_n intellect continually augments,
and is unable to come to a stand or to rest content.
The
other causes which he assigns may all be reduced to the
i The allus,on is to Eth. I., Begi,ming--Prop. iv.

LETTER III.]

CORRESPONDENCE.

_'_9

one Cartesian principle, that the human will is free and
more extensive than the intellect, or, as Verulam
himself more confusedly puts it, that "the understanding
is
not a dry light, but receives infusion from the will." l (We
may here observe that Verulam often employs "intellect
"
as synonymous
with mind, differing in this respect from
Descartes).
This cause, then, leaving aside the others as
unimportant,
I shall show to be false ; indeed its falsity
would be evident to its supporters,
if they would consider,
that will in general differs from this or that particular
volition in the same way as whiteness differs from this or
that white object, or humanity from this or that man.
It
is, therefore, as impossible to conceive, that will is the cause
of a given vohtion, as to conceive that humanity is the cause
of Peter and Paul.
Hence, as will is merely an entity of the reason, and
cannot be called the cause of particular volitions, and as
some cause is needed for the existence of such volitions,
these latter cannot be called free, but are necessarily such
as they are determined
by their causes ; lastly, according
to Descartes,
errors are themselves
particular
vohtions;
hence it necessarily follows that errors, or, in other words,
particular
vohtions, are not free, but are determined
by
external causes, and in nowise by the will
This is what "I
undertook to prove.

LETTER
0LDENBURG

ZII.

(HI.)

TO SPINOZA.

[ Oldenbur 9 propounds several questions concerning God a_d
His existence, thought, and the aziom, of _th. L He
also informs Spinoza of a Thilosophival society, and pro.
raises to send Boy/e's book.]
MOST EXCELLENTFaIEND,--YOUr learned letter has been
delivered to me, and read with great pleasure.
I highly approve of your geometrical method of proof,
t Bacon,Nov. Org. I. AplL 49.
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but I must set it down to my dulness, that I cannot follow
with readiness what you set forth with such accuracy.
Suffer me, then, I beg, to expose the slowness of my understanding, while I put the following questions, and beg of
you to answer them.
First.
]Do you clearly and indisputably
understand
solely from the definition you have given of God, that such
a Being exists ? For my ])art, when I reflect that definitions contain only the conceptions formed by our minds,
and that our mind forms many conceptions of things which
do not exist, and is very fertile in multiplying
and amplifying what it has conceived, I do not yet see, that from the
conception I have of God I can infer God's existence.
I
am able by a mental combination
of all the perfections I
perceive in men, in animals, in vegetables,
in minerals,
&c., to conceive and to form an idea of some single substance uniting in itself all such excellences;
indeed my
mind is able to multiply and augment such excellences indefinitely ; it may thus figure forth for itself a most perfect and excellent Being, but there would be no reason
thence to conclude that such a Being actually exists.
Secondly.
I wish to ask, whether you think it unquestionablc, that body cannot be limited by thought, or thought
by body; seeing that it still remains undecided, what
thought is, whether it be a physical motion or a spiritual
act quite distinct from body ?
Thirdly. Do you reckon the axioms, which you have sent
to me, as indemonstrable
principles known by the light of
nature and needing no proof ? Perhaps the first is of this
nature, but I do not see how the other three can be placed
in a like category.
The second assumes that nothing exists
in the universe save substances and accidents, but many
persons would say that time and place cannot be classed
either as one or the other.
Your third axiom, that things
having d_[ferent attributes have no quality in common, is so
far from being clear to me, that its contrary seems to be
shown in the whole universe.
All things known to us agree
in certain respects and differ in others. I_stly, your fourth
axiom, that when things have no quality in common, one
cannot be produced by another, is not so plain to my groping
intelligence as to stand in need of no further illumination.
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God has nothing actually in common with created things,
yet nearly all of us believe Him to be their cause.
As you see that in my opinion your axioms are not established beyond all the assaults of doubt, you will readily
gather that the propositions you have based upon them do
net appear to me absolutely firm. The more I reflect upon
them, the more are doubts suggested to my mind concerning them.
As to the first, I submit that two men are two substances
with the same attribute,
inasmuch as both are rational;
whence I infer that there can be two substances with the
same attribute.
As to the second, I opine that, as nothing can be its own
cause, it is hardly within the scope of our intellect to pronounce on the truth of the proposition,
that substance can..
not be produced
even by any other substance.
Such a
proposition asserts all substances to be self-caused, and all
and each to be independent
of one another, thus making so
many gods, and therefore
denying the first cause of all
things.
This, I willingly confess, I cannot understand,
unless you will be kind enough to explain your theory on
this subhme subject somewhat more fully and simply, informing me what may be the origin and mode of production of substances, and the mutual
interdependence
and
subordination
of things.
I most strenuously
beg and conjure you by that friendship which we have entered into, to
answer me freely and faithfully on these points ; you may
rest assured, that eye,thing
which you think fit to communicate to me will remain untampered
with and safe, for
I will never allow anything to become pubhc through me
to your hurt or disadvantage.
In our philosophical society
we proceed diligentl_ as far as opportunity
offers with our
experiments
and observations, lingering
over the compilation of the history of mechanic arts, with the idea that the
forms and qualities of thin_o_s can best be explained from
mechanical
principles, and that all natural effects can be
produced through motion, shape, and consistency, without
reference to inexplicable forms or occult qualities, which are
but the refuge of ignorance.
I will send the book I promised,
whenever the Dutch
Ambassadors
_md (as they frequently
do) a messenger to
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the Hague, or whenever some other friend whom I can
trust goes your way. I beg you to excuse my prolixity and
freedom, and simply ask you to take in good part, as one
friend from another, the straightforward
and unpolished
reply I have sent to your letter, believing me to be without
deceit or affectation,
Yours most faithfully,
HENRY
London,

27

Sept,

OLDE:b

_URG.

1661.

LEI_E_ IV. (IV.)
SPINOZA

TO

OLDElqBURG.

[Spinoza answers some of Oldenburg's questions and doubts,
but t_as not time to reply to all, as he is just setting out for
Amsterdam. ]
ILLUSTRIOUS
SIR,--AS
I was starting for Amsterdam,
where I intend staying for a week or two, I received your
most welcome letter, and noted the objections you raise to
the three propositions
I sent you.
Not having time to
reply fully, I will confine myself to these three.
To the first I answer, that not from every definition does
the existence of the thing defined follow, but only (as I
showed in a note appended to the three propositions)
from
the definition or idea of an attribute, that is (as I explained
fully in the definition given of God) of a thing conceived
through and in itself.
The reason for this distinction was
pointed out, if I mistake not, in the above-mentioned
note
sufficiently
clearly at any rate for a philosopher,
who is
assumed to be aware of the difference between a fiction and
a clear and distinct idea, and also of the truth of the axiom
that every definition
or clear and distinct
idea is true.
When this has been duly noted, I do not see what more is
required for the solution of your first question.
I therefore proceed to the solution of the second, wherein
you seem to admit that, if thought
does not belong to the
nature of extension, then extension will not be limited by
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thought;
your doubt
only involves the example giw1_.
But observe, I beg, if we say that extension is not limited
by extension but by thought, is not this the same as saying
that extension is not infinite absolutely, but only as far as
extension is concerned,
in other words, infinite after its
kind ? But you say : perhaps thought is a corporeal action :
be it so, though I by no means grant it : you, at an)- rate,
will not deny that extension, in so far as it is extension, is
not thought, and this is all that is required for exl_]alnlug
my definition and proving the third proposition.
Thirdly.
You proceed to object, that my axioms ought
not to be ranked as universal notions.
I will not dispute
this point with you ; but you further hesitate as to their
truth,
seeming to desire to show that their contrary is
more probable.
Consider,
I beg, the definition which I
gave of substance and attribute, for on that they all depend.
When I say that I mean by substance that which is conceived through and in itself ; and that I mean by modification or accident that, which is in something else, and is
conceived through
that wherein it is, evidently it follows
that substance
is by nature prior to its accidents.
For
without the former the latter can neither be nor be conceived.
Secondly, it follows that, besides substances
and
accidents, nothing exists really or externally to the intellect.
For everything
is conceived either through itself or through
something else, and the conception of it either involves or
does not involve the conception of something else.
Thirdly,
it follows that things which possess different attributes
have nothing in common.
For by attribute
I have explained that I mean something,
of which the conception
does not involve the conception of anything else.
Fourthly
and lastly, it follows that, if two things have nothing in
common, one cannot be the cause of the other.
For, as
there would be nothing in common between the effect and
the cause, the whole effect would spring from nothing.
As
for your contention that God has nothing actually in common with created things, I have maintained
the exact
opposite in my definition.
I said that God is a Being consisting of _n_nite attributes,
whereof each one is infinite or
supremely
perfect after its kind.
With regard to what
you say concerning
my first proposition,
I beg you, my
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friend, to bear in mind, that men are not created but
born, and that their bodies already exist before birth,
though under different forms.
You draw the conclusion,
wherein I _lly
concur, that, if one particle of matter
be annihilated,
the whole of extension would forthwith
vanish.
My second proposition
does not make many
gods but only one, to wit, a Being consisting of infinite
attributes, &c.
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}Otdenburg sends Boyle's book, and laments that St_in_za
not been able to aT_swer all his doubts.]
Most _.SPECTED FRIE_D,--Please
accept herewith the
book I promised you, and write me in answer your opinion
oll it, especially
on the remarks
about nitre, and about
fluidity, and solidity. I owe you the warmest thanks for your
learned second letter, which I received to-day, but I greatly
grieve that your journey
to Amsterdam
prevented
you
from answering all my doubts.
J beg you will supply the
omission, as soon as you have leisure.
You have much
enlightened
me m your last letter, but have not yet dispelled all my darkness ; this result will, I believe, be happily accomplished, when you send me clear and distinct information concerning the first origin of rhino, s. ]_itherto
I have been somewhat in doubt as to the cause from which,
and the manner in which things took their origin ; also, as to
what is the nature of their connection with the first cause,
if such there be. All that I hear or read on the subject
seems inconclusive.
Do you then, my very learned master,
act, as it were, as my torch-bearer
in the matter.
You will
have no reason to doubt my confidence and gratitude.
Such is the earnest petition of
Yours most faithfully,
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criticism8 by Stri_oza of l_bert
book.]

Boyle's

Omitted.
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(VII.)

TO SPINOZA,

[After fhanldng Spinoza, in the name of himself anal Boyle,
Oldenburg mentions the foundation
of the Royal Society,
and begs his correspondent to publish his theological and
philosoThical works.]
The body of philosophers which I formerly mentioned to
you has now, by the lring's grace, been constituted
as a
Royal Society, and furnished with a public charter, whereby
distinguished
privileges are conferred upon it, and an excellent prospect afforded of endowing it with the necessary
revenues.
I would by all means advise you not to begrudge to the
learned those works in philosophy and theology, which you
have composed with the talent that distinguishes
you.
Publish them, I beg, whatever be the verdict of petty
theologians.
Your country is free; the eom_e of philosophy should there be free also.
Your own prudence w121,
doubtless, suggest to you, that your ideas and opinions
_hould be put forth as quietly as possible.
For the rest.
commit the issue to fortune.
Come, then, good sir, cast
away all fear of exciting against you the pigmies of our
time.
Long enough have we sacrificed to ignorance and
pedantry.
Let us spread the sails of true knowledge, and
explore the recesses of nature more thoroughly than hereto.
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fore.
Yoo_r meditations
can, I take it, be printed in your
country with impunity ; nor need any scandal among the
learned be dreaded because of them.
If these be your
patrons and supporters (and I warrant me you will find
them so), why should you dread the carpings of ignorance?
I will not let you go, my honoured
friend, till I have
gained my request ; nor will I ever, so far as in me lies,
allow thoughts
of such importance
as yours to rest in
eternal silence. I earnestly beg you to communicate
to me,
as soon as you conveniently
can, your decision in the
matter.
Perhaps events will occur here not unworthy of
your knowledge.
The Society I have mentioned will now
proceed more strenuously
on its course, and, if Peace continues on our shores, will possibly illustrate the republic of
letters
with some extraordinary
achievement.
Farewell,
excellent sir, and believe me,
Your most zealous and friendly,
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TO SPINOZA,

___'ter further reTlying to Hpinoz_s criticis_
on Boyle' s book,
Oldenburg again ezharts his carresTondent _o publish.J

I now proceed to the question which has arisen between
us. First, permit me to ask you whether you have finished
the important
little work, in which you treat "of the origin
of things and their dependence on the first cause, and of the
improvement
of our understanding."
Truly, my dear sir,
I believe nothing more pleasing or az_ept_bte to men of
true learning and discrlmlnation
could possibly be published than such a treatise.
This is what a ma_ of your
talent and disposition
should look to, far more than the
gratification of theologians of our time and fashion.
The
latter have less regard for truth than for their own convenience.
I, therefore, conjure you, by the bond of our
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friendship, by every duty of increasing and proclaiming the
truth, not to begrudge us, or withhold from us your writings
o_ these subjects.
If anything of greater importance than
I can foresee prevents you from publishing
the work, I
e_rnestly charge you to give me a summary of it by letter.
Another book is soon to be published
by the learned
Boyle, which I will send you as an exchange.
I will add
papers, which will acquaint you with the whole constitution
of our Royal Society, whereof I, with twenty others, am on
the Council, and, with one other, am Secretary.
I have no
time to discourse of any further
subjects.
All the confidence which honest intentions
can inspire, all the readiness
to serve, which the smallness of my powers will permit, I
pledge to you, and am heartily,
Dear sir, yours wholly,
_'_.
I_ndon,

3 Apm],

OLDENBURG.

1663.
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[Spinoza informs Oldenburg that he has removed to Rhljnsburg, and has spent same time at Amsterdam
for the purpose ofPublishing the" Principles of Cartesian Philosophy."
Tie then roplies to Boyle's objections.]
DIsTrsGurS_.D
SIR,--I
have at length received your
long wished for letter, aald am at liberty to answer it.
But, before I do so, I will briefly tell you, what has prevented my replying before.
When I removed my household goods here in April, I set out for Amsterdam.
While
there certain friends asked me to impart to them a treatise
containing, in brief, the second part of the principles
of
Descartes treated geometrically,
together with some of the
chief points treated of in metaphysics,
which I had formerly
dictated to a youth, to whom I did not wish to teach my own
opinions openly.
They further requested
me, at the first
opportunity,
to compose a similar treatise on the first part.
Wishing to oblige my friends, I at once set myself to the

288

8rI_ozA's

[LE"r_s

x.-x_v.

_sk, which I finished in a fortnight, and handed o_er to
them.
They then asked for leave to print it, which I
readily granted on the condition that one of them should,
under my supervision, clothe it in more elegant phraseology,
and add a little preface warning readers that I do not
acknowledge all the opinions there set forth as my own,
inasmuch as I hold the exact contrary to much that is there
written, illustrating the fact by one or two examples.
All
this the friend who took charge of the treatise promised to
do, and this is the cause for my prolonged stay in Amsterdam.
Since I returned to this village, I have hardly been
able to call my time my own, because of the friends who
have been kind enough to visit me. At last, my dear
friend, a moment has come, when I can relate these occur-_
rences to you, and inform you why I allow this treatise to
see the light.
It may be that on this occasion some of
those, who hold the foremost positions in my country, will
be found desirous
of seeing the rest of my writings,
which I acknowledge as my own ; they will thus take care
that I am enabled to publish them without any danger of
infringing
the laws of the land.
If this be as I think, I
shall doubtless publish at once; if things fall out otherwise, I would rather be silent than obtrude my opinions
on men, in defiance of my country, and thus render them
hostiIe to me.
I therefore
hope, my friend, that you wl]l
not chafe at having to wait a short time longer ; you shall
then receive from me either the treatise printed, or the
summary of it which you ask for. If meanwhile you would
like to have one or two copies of the work now in the press,
I will satisfy your wish, as soon as I know of it and of
means to send the book conveniently.
[ The rest of the letter is take_ up _ith _i_ici_n8 on Boyle's
book.]
LETTERS

X.--XIV.

s

[ Gontain f_rtl_er eorre_or, ienee co_eernin 9 Boyle" s book, and
kindred 8ubjec_.]
1 These letters are numbered by Van Vloten, XIV., XVI., XXV.
XXVI,, XXXI.

T.ETTF_ XXn._]
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OLDENBURe TO SPiNOZA[The place of this letter 4s between .Letters XIII. and XIV.
It was written apparently in September, 1665. It mentions
the Tlague, which was then at its height, the war, and the
labours of the Royal Society, and especially of Boyle.
Then
comes the passage here given.
The letter ter_ninates with
references to the careers, and to Huyghens.]
•

•

•

•

•

•

I see that you are engaged not so much in philosophy as
in theology, if I may say so. That is, you are recording
your thoughts
about angels, prophecy,
and miracles, but
you are doing this, perhaps, in a philosophical
manner;
however that may be, I am certain that the work _ is worthy
of you, and that I am most anxious to have it. Since theso
most difficult times prevent free intercourse,
I beg at least
that you will not disdain to signify to me in your next
letter _ your design and aim in this writing of yours.
Here we axe daily expecting news of a second 3 naval
battle, unless
indeed your fleet has retired
into port.
Virtue,' the nature of which you hint is being discussed
among your friends, belongs to wild beasts not to men.
For if men a_ted _cording
to the guidance of reason, they
would not so tear one another in pieces, as they evidently
do. But what is the good of my compla&uing ? Vices will
exist while men do ; s but yet they are not continuous,
but
compensated
by
the
interposition
of
better
things.
•
•
@
•
@
•
i The Tractatus Theologico-Politicus.
Spinoza's
answer
this letter
is nottheextant.
The English
fleetto t_ce
defeated
Dutch in 1665, on Jun_ 3rd
and Sept. 4th. Sceundo perhaps means "' successful," but this hurdly
agrees with Oldenburg's politeness.--[Tm]
4 ,, Virtus, de qu&dlsceptare inter yes innuis, retina est, non humans"
I do not think that, in the ab_nee of the previous letter from Spinoza
hem referred to, the precise meaning of this sentence can be ascertamed._[Ta.J
s The same phrase oecurs in Tract. PoLL iL
IX
IS
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SPncozA TO OL_E_BrmG.
[STinoza
us to
whole,
makes

writes to h@friend concer_D_g the reasons which Zead
believe, that "every Tart of nature agrees with the
and is associated with all other _arts."
He also
a few remarks about Huyghens.]

:DISTINGUISHED SIR,--_or
the encouragement
to pursue
my speculations given me by yourself and the distinguished
_. Boyle, I return you my best thanks.
I proceed as far
as my slender abilities will allow me, with full confidence
in your md and kindness.
When you ask me my opinion
on the question raised concerning
our knowledge of the
means, whereby each part of nature agrees with its whole,
and the manner in which it is associated with the remaining paris, I presume you are asking for the reasons which
induce us to believe, that each part of nature agrees with its
whole, and is associated with the remaining parts.
For as
to the means whereby the parts are really associated, and
each part agrees with its whole, I told you in my former
letter that I am in ignorance.
To answer such a question,
we should have to know the whole of nature and its several
parts.
I will therefore endeavour to show the reason, which
led me to make the statement ; but I will premise that I
do not attribute
to nature either beauty or deformity, order
or confusion.
Only in relation
to our imagination
can
things be called beautiful
or deformed, ordered or confused.
By the association of parts, then, I merely mean that the
laws or nature of one part adapt themselves
to the laws or
nature of another part, so as to cause the least possible inconsistency.
As to the whole and the parts, I mean that a
given number of things are parts of a whole, in so far as
the nature of each of them is adapted to the nature of the
rest. so that they all, as far as possible, agree together.
On the other hand, in so far as they do not agree, each of
_hem forms, in our mind, a separate
idea, and is to that
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extent considered as a whole, not as a part. For instance,
when the parts of lymph, chyle, &e., combine, according to
the proportion of the figure and size of each, so as to
evidently unite, and form one fluid, the chyle, lymph, &c.,
considered under this aspect, are part of the blood ; but, in
so far as we consider the particles of lymph as differing in
figure and size from the particles of chyle, we shall consider
each of the two as a whole, not as a part.
Let us imagine, with your permission, a little worm,
liwng in the blood, able to distinguish by sight the particles
of blood, lymph, &e., and to reflect on the manner in which
each particle, on meeting with another particle, either is
repulsed, or communicates a portion of its own motion.
This little worm would live in the blood, in the same way as
we live in a part of the universe, and would consider each
article of blood, not as a part, but as a whole. He would
e unable to determine, how all the parts are modified by
the general nature of blood, and are compelled by it to
adapt themselves, so as to stand in a fixed relation to one
another.
For, if we imagine that there are no causes external to the blood, which could commumcate fresh movements to it, nor any space beyond the blood, nor any bodies
_vhereto the particles of blood could commumcate their
motion, it is certain that the blood would always remain in
the same state, and its particles would undergo no modifications, save those which may be conceived as arising from
the relations of motion existing between the lymph, the
chyle, &c. The blood would then always have to be considered as a whole, not as a part. But, as there exist, as
a matter of fact, very many causes which modify, in a given
manner, the nature of the blood, and are, in turn, modified
thereby, it follows that other motions and other relations
arise in the blood, springing not from the mutual relations
of its parts only, but from the mutual relations between
the blood as a whole and external causes. Thus the blood
comes to be regarded as a part, not as a whole. So much
for the whole and the part.
All natural bodies can and ought to be considered in the
same way as we have here considered the blood, for all
bodies are surrounded by others, and are mutually detertnined to exist and operate in a fixed and definite proper-
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tion, while the relations between motion and rest in tho
sum total of them, that is, in the whole universe, remain
unchanged.
Hence it follows that each body, in so far as
it exists as modified in a particular manner, must be considered as a part of the whole universe, as agreeing with
the whole, and associated with the remaining parts.
As
the nature of the universe is not limited, like the nature of
blood, but is absolutely in_mte, its parts are by this nature
of infinite power infinitely
modified, and compelled
to
undergo infinite variations.
But, in respect to substance,
I conceive that each part has a more close union with its
whole.
For, as I said in my first letter i (addressed to you
while I was still at Rhijnsburg),
substance being inflnlte
in its nature, _ it follows, as I endeavoured
to show, that
each part belongs to the nature of substance, and, without
it, can neither be nor be conceived.
You see, therefore,
how and why I think that the
human body is a part of nature.
As regards the human
mind, I believe that it also is a part of nature ; for I main.
rain that there exists in nature an infinite power of think°
ing, which, in so far as it is infinite, contains subjectively
the whole of nature, and its thoughts proceed in the same
manner as nature--that
is, in the sphere of ideas. _
Further, I take the human mind to be identical with this
said power, not in so far as it is infinite, and perceives the
whole of nature, but in so far as it is finite, and perceives
only the human body; in this manner, I maintain that the
human mind is a part of an infinite understanding.
But to explain, and accurately prove, all these and L_ndred questions, would take too long ; and I do not think
you expect as much of me at present.
I am afraid that I
may have mistaken your meaning, and given an answer to
a different
question from that which you asked.
Please
inform me on this point.
Letter II.
2 Ethics, _ viii.
1 have given what seems to be the meaning
of thxs passa_..
The
text is very obscure : '" Nempe
quia st_tuo dare etiam in natura potentiara infimtam
cogitandl,
qme, quatenus
infinita,
in se continet
totam
naturara
objective
et cujus cogitationes
procedunt
ac natura e_us, nimirum idearum."
M. Saiase_ in ]us French
translation
says here, "Inn
this place I rather interpret
than trallslate Spinoza,
as his-thought
doel
not seem to me completely
expl_sed."--[TR.J
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You write in your last letter, that I hinted that nearly
all the Cartesian laws of motion are false.
What I said
was, if I remember rightly, that Huyghens thinks so ; I
myself do not impeach any of the laws except the sixth,
concerning which I think Huyghens
is also in error.
I
asked you at the same time to communicate
to me the
experiment
made according to that hypothesis
in your
Royal Society ; as you have not replied, I infer that you are
not at liberty to do so. The above-mentioned
Huyghens
is entirely occupied in polishing lenses.
He has fitted up
for the purpose a handsome workshop, in which he can also
construct moulds.
What will be the result I know not,
nor, to speak the truth, do I greatly care. Experience has
sufficiently taught me, that the free hand is better and
more sure than any machine for polishing
spherical
moulds.
I can tell you nothing certain as yet about the
success of the clocks or the date of Huyghens' journey to
France.

LETTERXVI (XX×_U.)
OI,DENBURG

TO

SPINOZA.

[After eome remarks on Spinoza's last letter, and an account
of e_e2eriments at the I_syal Society and at Ozford, Olden1)urg mentions a retort about the _'eturr_ of the Jews to
l°alestine].

But I pass on to politics.
Everyone here is talking
of a report that the Jews, after remaining
scattered for
more than two thousand years, are about to return to
their country.
Few here believe in it, but many desire it.
Please tell your friend what you hear and _hink on the
matter.
For my part, unless the news is confirmed from
trustworthy
sources at Constantinople,
which is the place
chiefly concerned, I shall not believe it. I should like to
know, what the Jews of Amsterdam have heard about the
matter, and how they are affected by such important
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tidings which, if true, would assuredly seem to harbinger
the end of the world.
* * * Believe me to be
Yours most zealously,
HENRY

0LDENBURG

London, 8 Dec._ 1665.
P.S. I will shortly (D.v.) tell you the opinion
philosophers on the recent comets.

of our

I_EVrE_ XVn. Cr,XT.)
OLDENBUR6_ TO SPINOZA.
[ Oldenburg thanks Spinoza for the Tractatus Theoligico-Polltwus despatched but not received, and modifies an adverse
verdict er/flressed in a former letter (now lost).]
I was unwilling
to let pass the convenient
opportunity
offered me by the journey to Holland of the learned Dr.
Bourgeois, an adherent of the Reformed religion, for expressing my thanks
a few weeks ago for your treatise
forwarded
to me, but not yet arrived.
But I am doubtful
whether
my letter was duly delivered.
I indicated
in
them my opinion on the treatise ; but on deeper and more
careful inspection I now think that my verdict was hasty.
Certain arguments
seemed to me to be urged at the expense
of religion, as measured
by the standard supplied by the
common run of theologians
and the received formulas of
creeds which are evidently biassed.
But a closer consideration of the whole subject convinced me, that you are far from
attempting any injuryto true religion and sound philosophy,
but, on the contrary, strive to exalt and establish
the true
object of the Christian religion and the divine loftiness of
fruitful philosophy.
Now that I believe that this is your fixed purpose, I
would most earnestly
beg you to have the kindness
to
write frequently
and explain the nature of what you are
now preparing and considering with this object to your old
and sincere friend, who is all eager for the happy issue of
so lofty a design.
I sacredly promise you, that I will not,
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divulge a syllable to anyone, if you enjoin silence; I will
only endeavour gently to prepare the minds of good and
wise men for the reception of those truths, which you will
some day bring before a wider public, and I will try to dispel the prejudices, which have been conceived agumst your
doctrines.
Unless I am quite mistaken, you have aninsight
deeper than common into the nature and powers of the
human mind, and its union with the human body.
I
earnestly beg you to favour me with your reflections
on
this subject.
Farewell, most excellent "Sir, and favour the
devoted admirer of your teaching and virtue,
_I:[ENRY
London,

8 June,

0LDENBURG.

1675. t

LETTER
OLDENBURG

XVIII.
TO

G,XTI.)

SPINOZA.

[Oldenburg rejoices at the renewal of correspondence, and
alludes to the five books of the Ethics which Spinoza (in a
letter now lost) had announced his intention of _ublishing._
Our correspondence being thus happily renewed, I should
be unwilling to fall short of a friend's duty in the exchange
of letters.
I understand
from your answer delivered to me
on July 5, that you intend to publish your treatise in five
parts.
Allow me, I beg, to warn you by the sincerity of
your affection for me, not to insert any passages which may
seem to discourage
the practice of religion and virtue;
especially as nothing is more sought after in this degenerate
and evil age than doctrines of the kind, which seem to
give countenance to rampant vice.
However, I will not object to receiving a few copies of
the said treatise.
I will only ask you that, when the time
arrives, they may be entrusted
to a Dutch
merchant
living in London, who will see that they are forwarded to
1 The
incorrect,
1670.

old edltmn
gives
as the Tractatus

the date
8 Oct.,
Theologico-Politicus

1665,

but this is obvmusly
was not pubhshed
t II
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me. There is no need to mention, that books of the ]Kind
in question have been sent to me : if they arrive safely to
my keeping, I do not doubt _hat I can conveniently dispose
of some copies to my friends here and there, and can
obtain a just price for them.
Farewell,
and when you
have leisure write to
Yours most zealously,
HE_
OLI)E_BmaG,
London,

22 Judy,

1675.

LE_Iq?ER
SPINOZA

xTl-_.
TO

(LXVILI.)

OLDENBUR(_.

[Spinoza relates his journey to Amsterdam for the TUrlaose qf
Tu_lishing his Ethics ; he was deterred by the dissuasions
of theologians and Cartesians.
He hoTe_ that Oldenburg
will inform him of some of the objections to the Tractatus
Theolo!lico-_Politicus,
made by learned me_, so that they
may be answered ix notes.]
DISTINGUISHED
AND
ILLUSTRIOUS
SI_,--When
I received your letter of the 22nd July, I had set out to Amsterdam for the purpose of publishing
the book I had mentioned to you.
While I was negotiating, a rumour gained
currency that I had in the press a book concerning God,
wherein I endeavoured to show that there is no God. This
report was believed by many.
Hence certain theologians,
perhaps the authors of the rumour, took occasion to complain of me before the prince and the magistrates ; moreover, the stupid Cartesians, being suspected of favouring
me, endeavoured to remove the aspersion by abusing every.
where my opinions and writings, a course which they still
pursue. When I became aware of this through trustworthy
men, who also assured me that the theologians were every.
where lying in wait for me, I determined
to put off publishing till I saw how things were going, and I proposed to
inform you of my intentions.
But matters seem to get
worse and worse, and I am still uncertain
what to do.
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Meanwhile I do not like to delay any longer answering
your letter.
I will first thank you heartily for your
friendly warning, which I should be glad to have further
explained, so that I may know, which are the doctrines
which seem to you to be aimed against the practice of religion and virtue. If principles agree with reason, they are,
I take it, also most serviceable to virtue.
_arther, if it be
not troubling
you too much I beg you to point out the
passages in the Traetatus Theologico-Politicus
which are
objected to by the learned, for I want to illustrate
that
treatise with notes, and to remove if possible the prejudices
conceived against it. Farewell

LETTER x_. (LX_t)
OLDENBURG TO SPINOZ_
AS I see from your last letter, the book you propose to
publish is in peri_l. It is impossible
not to approve your
purpose of illustrating
and softening down those passages
in the Tractatus Theclogico-Politicus,
which have given
pain to its readers.
First I would call attention to the
ambiguities in your treatment of God and Nature : a great
many people think you have confused the one with the
other.
Again, you seem to many to take away the authority and value of miracles, whereby alone, as nearly all
Christians believe, the certainty of the divine revelation
can be established.
Again, people say that you conceal your opinion concerning Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of the world, the only
Mediator for mankind, and concernln_ ]_is incarnation and
redemption- they would like you to give a clear explanation
of what you think on these three subjects.
If you do this
and thus give satisfaction
to prudent and rational Christians, I think your affairs are safe.
Farewell.
London, 15 Nov., 1675.
P.S.--Send
me a line, I beg, to inform me whether
note has reached you safely.

this

"2,)S
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I)ISTrNGVISHED SIR,----I received on Saturday last your
very short letter dated 15th Nov.
In it you merely indicate the points in the theolo_cal
treatise, which have given
pain to readers, whereas I had hoped to learn from it, what
were the opinions which militated against the practice of
religious virtue, and which you formerly mentioned.
Howewer, I will speak on the three subjects on which you desire
me to disclose my sentiments,
and tell you, first, that my
opinion concerning God differs widely from that which is
ordinarily
defended
by modern Christians.
For I hold
that God is of all things the cause immanent, as the phrase
is, not transient.
I say that all things are in God and
move in God, thus agreeing with Paul, l and, perhaps, with
all the ancient philosophers, though the phraseology may
be different;
I will even venture to affirm that I agree
with all the ancient Hebrews, in so far as one may judge
from their traditions,
though these are in many ways
corrupted.
The supposition
of some, that I endeavour to
prove in the Tractatus Theologico-Politicus
the unity of
God and Nature (meaning by the latter a cel_tain mass or
corporeal matter), is wholly erroneous.
As regards miracles, I am of opinion that the revelation
of God can only be established
by the wisdom of the doctrine, not by miracles,
or in other words by ignorance.
This I have shown at sufficient length in Chapter
VI.
concerning
miracles.
I will here only add, that I make
this chief distinction between religion and superstition,
that
the latter is founded on ignorance, the former on knowledge ; this, I take it, is the reason why Christians are distmgnished
from the rest of the world, not by faith, nor by
charity, nor by the other fruits of the Holy Spirit, but
solely by their opinions, inasmuch as they defend their
cause, like everyone else, by miracles, that is by ignorance,
which is the source of all malice ; thus they turn a faith,
See

Acts

xvii.

28.

Cf.

1 Cot.

iii.

16,

xii.

6 ;

Eph.

i.

23.
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which may be true, into supers_ion.
Lastlv, in order to
disclose my opinions on the third point, I w_ tell you that
I do not think it necessary for salvation to know Cllrist
according to the flesh : but with regard to the Eternal Son
of God, that is the Eternal Wisdom of God, which has
manifested itself in all th_s
and especially in the human
mind, and above all in Christ Jesus, the case is far otherwise.
For without this no one can come to a state of
blessedness, inasmuch as it alone teaches, what is true or
_alse, good or evil. And, inasmuch as this wisdom was
made especially manifest through
Jesus Christ, as I have
said, His disciples preached it, in so far as it was revealed
to them through
Him, and thus showed that they could
rejoice in that spirit of Christ more than the rest of
mankind.
The doctrines added by certain churches,
such
as that God took upon Himself human nature, I have expressly said that I do not understand
; in fact, to speak the
truth, they seem to me no less absurd than would a statement, that a circle had taken upon itself the nature of
square.
This I think will be sufficient explanation of my
opinions concerning the three points mentioned.
Whether
it will be satisfactory
to Christians
you will know better
than L Farewell.

LETTER
OLI)ENBURG
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TO

SPINOZA.

[Oldenburg wishes to be enlightened concerning the doch'b_e
of fatalism, of which Spi_wza has been accused.
He discourses on man's limited intelligence and oT_ the incarna.
tion of the Son of God.]
As you seem to accuse me of excessive brevity, I will this
time avoid the charge by excessive prolixity.
You expected,
I see, that I should set forth those opinions in your writings,
which seem to discourage the practice of religious virtue in
your readers.
I will indicate the matter which especially
pains them. You appear to set up a fatalistic necessity for all
things and actions ; if such is conceded and asserted, people
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divine and salutary;
whether we receive the good, which
flows from virtue and the divine love, as from God in the
capacity of a judge, or as from the necessity of the divine
nature, it will in either case be equally desirable ; on the
other hand, the evils following from wicked actions and
passions are not less to be feared because they are necessary consequences.
Lastly, in our actions, whether they be
necessary or contingent,
we are led by hope and fear.
Men are only without excuse before God, because they are
in God's power, as clay is in the hands of the potter, who
from the same lump makes vessels, some to honour, some
to dishonour. _ If you will reflect a little on this, you will,
I doubt not, easily be able to reply to any objections which
may be urged against my opinion, as many of my friends
have already done.
I have taken miracles and ignorance as equivalent terms,
because those, who endeavour to establish God's existence
and the truth of religion by means of miracles, seek to prove
the obscure by what is more obscure and completely
unknown, thus introducing
a new sort of argument, the reduction, not to the impossible,
as the phrase is, but to ignorance.
But, if I mistake not, I have sufficiently explained
my opinion on miracles in the Theologico-Political
treatise.
I will only add here, that if you will reflect on the facts ;
that Christ did not appear to the council, nor to Pilate, nor
to any unbeliever,
but only to the faithful, ; also that God
has neither right hand nor left, but is by His essence not
in a particular spot, but everywhere ; that matter is everywhere the same; that God does not manifest himself
in
_he imaginary space supposed to be outside the world ; and
lastly, that the frame of the human body is kept within
due limits solely by the weight of the air ; you will readily
see that this apparition of Christ is not unlike that wherewith God appeared to Abraham,
when the latter saw men
whom he invited to dine with him.
But, you will say, all
the Apostles thoroughly believed, that Christ rose from the
dead and really ascended
to heaven:
I do not deny it.
Abraham,
too, believed that God had dined with him, and
all the Israelites believed that God descended, surrounded
i Romans

ix 21.
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with fire, from heaven to Mount Sinai, and there spoke
directly with them ; whereas, these apparitions
or revelations, and many others like them, were adapted to the
understanding
and opinions of those men, to whom God
wished thereby to reveal His will.
I therefore conclude,
that the resurrection
of Christ from the dead was in realltv
spiritual, and that to the faithful alone, accorchng to their
understanding,
it was revealed that Christ was endowed
with eternity, and had risen from the dead (using dead in
the sense in which Christ said, "let the dead bury their
dead" _), giving by His life and death a matchless example
of holiness.
Moreover, He to this extent raises his disciples
from the dead, in so far as they follow the example of His
own life and death.
It would not be difficult to explain
the whole Gospel doctrine on this hypothesis.
Nay, 1 Cor.
ch. xv. cannot be explained on any other, nor can Paul's
arguments
be understood : if we follow the common interpretation, they appear weak and can easily be refuted : not
to mention the fact, that Christians interpret spiritually all
those doctrines which the Jews accepted literally. I join with
you in acknowledging
human weakness.
But on the other
lqand, I venture to ask you whether we "human pigmies"
possess sufficient knowledge of nature to be able to lay down
the limits of its force and power, or to say that a given thing
surpasses that power ? No one could go so far without arrogance.
We may, therefore,
without presumption
explain
miracles as far as possible by natural causes. When we cannot explain them, nor even prove their impossibility,
we may
well suspend our judgmem
about them, and establish religion, as I have said, solely by the wisdom of its doctrines
You think that the texts in John's Gospel and in Hebrews
are inconsistent
with what I advance, because you measure
oriental phrases by the standards of European speech; though
John wrote his gospel in Greek, he wrote it as a Hebrew.
However this may be, do you believe, when Scripture
says
that God mamfested
Himself in a cloud, or that He dwelt
in the tabernacle or the temple, that God actually assumed
the nature of a cloud, a tabernacle,
or a temple ? Yet the
utmost that Christ says of Himself is, that He is the Temple
Matt.

vfil. 22 _ Luke

ix. 60.
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of God,' because,as I saidbefore,God had specially
manifestedHimself in Christ. John, wishing to express the same
truth more forcibly, said that "the Word was made flesh."
But I have said enough on the subject
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OLDENBURG TO SPINOZA.
[ Oldenburg returns to the question8 of universal necessity,
_niracles, and of the literal and allegorical i_ter,tn'etation
8cri2ture. ]
mpd_rttv.

of
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You hit the point exactly, in perceiving the cause why I
did not wish the doctrine of the fatalistic necessity of all
things to be promulgated, lest the practice of virtue should
thereby be aspersed, and rewards and punishments
become
ineffectual.
The suggestions in your last letter hardly seem
sufficient to settle the matter, or to quiet the human mind.
For if we men are, in all our actions, moral as well as
natural, under the power of God, like clay in the hu,nds of
the potter, with what face can any of us be accused of doing
this or that, seing that it was impossible
for him to do
otherwise ? Should we not be able to cast all responsibility
on God ? Your inflexible fate, and your irresistible
power,
compel us to act in a given manner, nor can we possibly
act otherwise.
Why, then, and by what right do you
deliver us up to terrible punishments,
which we can in no
way avoid, since you direct and carry on all things through
supreme necessity, according
to your good will and pleasure ? When you say that men are only inexcusable before
God, because they are in the Power of God, I should
reverse the argument, and say, with more show of reason,
that men are evidently excusable, since they are in the
power of God. Everyone may plead, '" Thy power cannot
be escaped from, 0 God ; therefore, since I could not act
otherwise, I may justly be excused."
2 Johnii. 19. C£Matt. xxvi. 60; Markxiv. 58.
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Again, in taking miracles and ignorance as equivalent
terms, you seem to bring within the same limits the power
of God and the knowledge of the ablest men ; for God is.
accer_]ing to you, unable to do or produce a_n_,
for
which men cannot assign a reason, if they employ all the
strength of their faculties.
Again, the history of Christ's passion, death, burial, and
resurrection
seems to be depicted in such lively and genuine
colours, that I venture to appeal to your conscience, whether
you can believe them to be allegorical, rather than literal,
while preserving your faith in the narrative ? The circumstances so clearly stated by the Evangelists
seem to urge
strongly on our minds, that the history should be understood literally.
I have ventured to touch briefly on these
points, and I earnestly beg you to pardon me, and answer
me as a friend with your usual candour.
Mr. Boyle sends
you his kind regards.
I will, another time, tell you what
the Royal Society is doing.
Farewell, and preserve me in
your a_ection.
London,

14 Jan.,

1676.

LETTER
Written
_PINOZA

_XV.

(LXXVIII.)

7 Feb.,
TO

1676.

0LDENBURG°

[ST_noza again treats of fatalizm.
.He repeats that he aecet_te
Christ's passion,death, and burial literally, but His resurrection epiritually.]
DisTi_Glr_sn"m) SxR,--When
I said in my former letter
that we are inexcusable, because we are in the power of
God, like clay in the hands of the potter, I meant to be
understood
in the sense, that no one can bring a complaint
against God for having given him a weak nature, or infirm
spirit.
A circle might as well complain to God of not
being endowed with the proporties of a sphere, or a child
who is tortured,
say, with stone, for not being given a
healthy body, as a man of feeble spirit, because God has
IL
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denied to him fortitude,
and the true knowledge and love
of the Deity, or because he is endowed with so weak a
nature, that he cannot check or moderate his desires.
For
the nature of each thing is only competent to do that which
follows necessarily from its given cause.
That every man
cannot be brave, and that we can no more command for
ourselves a healthy body than a healthy mind, nobody can
deny, without
giving the lie to experience, as well as to
reason.
"But," you urge, "if men sin by nature, they are
excusable ;" but you do not state the conclusion you draw,
whether that God cannot be angry with them, or that they
are worthy of blessedness--that
is, of the knowledge and
love of God.
If you say the former, I fully admit that
God cannot be angry, and that all things are done in accordance with His will; but I deny that all men ought,
therefore,
to be blessed--men
may be excusable,
and,
nevertheless,
be without blessedness and afflicted in many
ways.
A horse is excusable, for being a horse and not a
man ; but, nevertheless,
he must needs be a horse and not
a man.
He who goes mad from the bite of a dog is excusable, yet he is rightly suffocated.
Lastly, he who cannot govern his desires, and keep them in check with the
fear of the laws, though his weakness may be excusable,
vet he cannot enjoy with contentment
the knowledge
and
love of God, but necessarily perishes.
I do not think it
necessary here to remind you, that Scripture, when it says
that God is angry with sinners, and that He is a Judge who
takes cognizance
of human actions, passes sentence
on
them, and judges them, is speaking humanly, and in a way
adapted to the received opinion of the masses, inasmuch as
its purpose is not to teach philosophy, nor to render men
wise, but to make them obedient.
How, by taking miracles and ignorance
as equivalent
terms, I reduce God's power and man's knowledge within
the same limits, I am unable to discern.
For the rest, I accept Christ's passion, death, and burial
literally, as you do, but His resurrection
I understand
allegorically.
I admit, that it is related by the Evangelists
in
such detail, that we cannot deny that they themselves
believed Christ's
body to have risen from the dead and
ascended to heaven, in order to sit at the right hand of
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God, or that they believedthat Christ might have been
seen by unbelievers,
iftheyhad happened to be at hand,
in the placeswhere He appeared to His disciples
; but in
thesematters they might, withoutinjuryto Gospel teaching,have been deceived, as was the case with other prophets mentioned
in my last letter.
But Paul, to whom
Christ _fterwards
appeared, rejoices, that he knew Christ
not after the flesh, but after the spirit. _ Farewell, honourable Sir, and believe me yours in all affection and zeal

LETTER
OLDENBURG

X_V.A.
TO

SPINOZA.

[ Oldenburg adduces certain further objections against Splnoza' s
doctrine of necessi2y and miracles, and ez!poses the incon_-iztency of a TarHal allegorizatiou of ScriTture.]
To the most illustrious
Master Benedict
de Spinoza
_Ieury Oldenburg
sends greetings.
In your last letter, 2 written to me on the 7th of February,
,there are some points which seem to deserve criticism.
You
say that a man c_.nnot complain, because God has denied
him the true knowledge of Himself, and strength sufficient
to avoid sins; forasmuch as to the nature of everything
nothing is competent, except that which follows necessarily
from its cause.
But I say, that inasmuch
as God, the
Creator of men, formed them after His own image, which
seems to imply in its concept wisdom, goodness, and power,
it appears quite to follow, that it is more within the sphere
of man's power' to have a sound mind than to have a seund
body.
For physical soundness of body follows from mechanical causes, but soundness of ,nlnd depends on purpose
t 2 Cot. v. 16.

t Letter

XXV.

a Potestas,
as distinguished
from pote_tu_---the
word just above translated power--means
power
delegated
by a rightful
super, or, as here by
God.
So it is rendered
here "sphere
of power,"
and in Tract.
Pol.
generally,
authority. .
It woutd not be proper to say that the "tmage
,of God" lmphed _estas.
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and design.
You add, that men may be inexcusable, 1 and
yet suffer pain in many ways.
This seems hard at firsr_
sight, and what you add by way of proof, namely, that a
dog * mad from having been bitten is indeed to be excused,
but yet is rightly killed, does not seem to settle the question.
For tho l_11ing of such a clog would argue cruelty,
were it not necessary in order to preserve other dogs and
animals, and indeed men, from a maddening
bite of the
same kind.
But if God implanted
in man a sound mind, as He is
able to do, there would be no contagion of vices to be
feared. And, surely, it seems very cruel, that God should devote men to eternal, or at least terrible temporary, torments,
for sins which by them could be no wise avoided. Moreover,
the tenour of all Holy Scripture seems to suppose and imply, that men can abstain from sins.
For it abounds in
denunciations and promises, in declarations of rewards and
punishments,
all of which seem to militate
against the
necessity of sinning, and infer the possibility of avoiding
punishment.
And if this were denied, it would have to be
said, that the human mind acts no loss mechanically than
the human body.
Next, when you proceed to take miracles and ignorance
to be equivalent,
you seem to rely on this foundation, that
the creature can and should have perfect insight into the
power and wisdom of the Creator: and that the fact is
quite otherwise, I have hitherto been firmly persuaded.
Lastly, where you affirm that Christ's
passion, death,
and burial are to be taken literally, but His resurrection
allegorically,
you rely, as far as I can see, on no proof at
all. Christ's resurrection
seems to be delivered in the
Gospel as literally as the rest. And on this article of the
resurrection
the whole Christian religion and its truth rest,
and with its removal Christ's
mission and heavenly doctrine collapse.
It cannot escape you, how Christ, after He
was raised from the dead, laboured to couvince His disciples
] Surely this is a mistake for"excusable "--[TR.]
2 See Letter XXV. Oldenburg mmunderstands .Spinoza'sillustration, because he takes "cams" in the phrase, "qm ex morsu canis
furit," to be nominative instead of gemtive _ "a dog which goes mad
from a bite," instead of "he who goes mad from the bite of a dog."
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of the truth of the Resurrection properly so called. To
want to turn all these things into allegories is the same
thing, as if one were to busy one's self in pluel_ng up the
whole truth of the Gospel history.
These few points I wished again to submit in the interest
of my liberty of philosophizing, which I earnestly beg you
not to take a.mlss.
Written in London, 11 :Feb., 1676.

I will communicate
studies and ex_riments
me life and healtl_

_rrER
SIMON

with you shortly on the present
of the Royal Society, if God grant

xxvi. (viii.)

DE _RIES

t TO _PINOZA_

[81rao_ de Vr_, a diligent student of S_i_'8
_ritings and
ptdlosophy, describes a clubformed for the study of Spinoza' s
M_. co_taining same of the matter afterwards worked i_to
the _'thics, and asks q_stions about the di_culties felt
by members of the club._
MOST HONO_aXBrE Fr_ivs_,_I
have for a long time
wished to be present with you; but the weather and the
hard winter have not been propitious to me. I sometimes
complain of my lot, in that we are separated from each
other by so long a distance. Happy, yes most happy is
the fellow-lodger, abiding under the same roof with you,
who can talk with you on the best of subjects, at dinner,
1 For an account of Simon de Vries see Introduction, p. xiv. H_s
letters are wmtten in very indifferent Latin, which is, perhaps, one
reason, why the present letter at least has been altered freely by the
first editor_
s The version of this letter in Bruder's and former editions is much
altered by the omission of all mentmn of the club, and of the reference
to Albert Burgh, and by the change throughout of the plural referring
to the members of the club mt_ the singular referring to the winter
only.
The genuine form here tbliowed m to be found m Van Vloteu's
8upplemenmm.
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at supper, and during your walks3 However, though I
am far apart from you in body, you have been very
frequently present to my mind, especially in your writings,
while I read and turn them over. But as they are not all
clear to the members of our club, for which reason we have
begun a fresh series of meetings, and as I would not have
you think me unmindful of you, I have applied my mind
to writing this letter.
As regards our club, the following is its order. One of
us (that is everyone by turn) reads through and, as far as
he understands it, expounds and also demonstrates the
whole of your work, according to the sequence and order of
your propositions.
Then, if it happens that on any peint
we cannot satisfy one another, we have resolved to make a
note of it and write to you, so that, if possible, it may be
made clearer to us, and that we may be able under your
guidance to defend the truth against those who are
superstitiously religious, and against the Christians, _and to
withstand the attack of the whole world. Well then, since,
when we first read through and expounded them, the definitions did not all seem clear to us, we differed about the
nature of definition. Next in your absence we consulted
as our authority a celebrated mathematician, named Borel: 3
for he makes mention of the nature of definition, axiom,
and postulate, and adduces the opinions of others on the
subject. But his opinion is as follows: "Definitions are
cited in a demonstration as premisses. Wherefore it is
necessary, that they should be accurately known; otherwise scientific or accurate knowledge c_.unot be attained by
their means." And elsewhere he says : "The primary and
most known construction or passive quality of a given
subject should not be chosen rashly, but with the greatest
care ; if the construction or passive quality be an impossibility, no scientific definition can be obtained. For instance,
This fellow-lodger,again mentionedin the next letter, is pretty
certainly Albert Burgh, concerningwhomsee Introduction,p. xv, and
Letters LXXIIZ andLXXIV
Van Vloten infersthat the membersof tlmclub were chieflyJews.
$ Peter Borel, born 1620, physicianto the king of France,died 1689.
He wrote several medicaland phflosophmalworks,andbecamein 1674
a memberof the French Academyof Scietmes.
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if anyone were _0 say, let two two straight lines enclosing a
space be called figurals, the definition would be of nonexistences and impossible:
hence ignorance
rather than
knowledge
would be deduced therefrom.
Again, if the
construction
or passive quality be possible and true, but
unknown or doubtful to us, the definition will not be good.
For conclusions arising from what is unkno_
or doubtful
are themselves uncertain or doubtful ; they therefore bring
about conjecture or opinion, but not certain knowledge.
Jacquet : seems to dissent from this opinion, for he thinks
that one may proceed from a false premiss directly to a
true conclusion, as you are aware. Clavius,-" however, whose
opinion he quotes, thinks as follows: "Definitions,"
he
says," are artificial phrases, nor is there any need in reasoning that a thing should be defined in a particular way ; but
it is sufficient that a thing defined should never be said to
agree with another thing, until it has been shown that its
definition also agrees therewith."
Thus, according to Borel, the definition of a given thing
should consist as regards its construction
or passive quahty
in something
thoroughly known to us and true.
Clavms,
on the other hand, holds that it is a matter of indifference,
whether the construction
or passive quality be well known
and true, or the reverse ; so long as we do not assert, that
our definition agrees with anything,
before it has been
proved.
I should prefer Borel's opinion to that of Clavius. I know
not which you would assent to, if to either, tks these d_mculties have occurred to me with regard to the nature of defruition, which is reckoned among the cardinal points of
demonstration,
and as I can
Jot
free my mind from them,
I greatly desire, and earnestly beg you, when you have
leisure and opportunity,
to be kfind enough to send me
your opinion on the matter, and at the same time to tell
me the distinction between axioms and definitions.
B_rel
says that the difference is merely nominal, but I believe
you decide otherwise.
i Andrew Jacquet, born at Antwerp 1611, was mathematical pro.
fesaor in that town, died 1660.
ChristopherClavius, born at Bamberg 1537, was mathematical prolessor at Rome, died 1612.
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Further,
we cannot make up our minds
about the
_hird definition. _ I adduced to inustrate
it, wha_ my
master said to me at the Hague, 2 to wit, that a thing
may be regarded in two ways, either as it is in itself,
or as it is in relation to something else; as in the case
of the intellect, for that can be regarded either under
the head of thought, or as consisting in ideas.
But we do
not see the point of the distinction thus drawn.
For it
seems to us, that, if we rightly conceive thought, we must
range it under the head of ideas ; as, if all ideas were removed from it, we should destroy thought.
As we find the
illustration of the matter not sufficiently clear, the matter
itself remains somewhat
obscure, and we need further
explanation.
Lastly, in the third note to the eighth proposition, 3 the
beginning runs thus :--" Hence it is plain that, although
two attributes really distinct be conceived, that is, one
without the aid of the other, we cannot therefore infer, that
they constitute two entities or two different substances.
For it belongs to the nature of substance, that each of its
attributes should be conceived through itself, though all
the attributes it possesses exist simultaneously
in it." Here
our master seems to assume, that the nature of substance
is so constituted, that it may have several attributes.
But
this doctrine has not yet been proved, unless you refer to
the sixth definition, of absolutely infinite substance or God.
Otherwise, if it be asserted that each substance has only
one attribute, and I have two ideas of two attributes,
1
may rightly infer that, where there are two different attributes, there are also different substances.
On this point also
we beg you to give a further explanation.
Besides I thank
you very much for your writings communicated
to me by
P. Bailing, _ which have greatly delighted
me, especially
J The third definitionof the Ethics, as they now exist. See p. 45.
2 Spinoza must, therefore, have visited the Hague before be hved
there.
s In the Ethics as they now exist, " in I. x. note, towards the beginrang," to which reading the editors consequently altered the text, tallthe
true readingwas restoredby Van Vloten.
4 Peter Balhng is the correspondent,to whom Spinoza wrote Letter
XXX., which see. He translated into Dutch Spinoza's Priucipia, as to
_hich see Introduction, p. xv.
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your note on Proposition
XTX. _ If I can do you any
service here in anything that is within my power, I am at
your dispesal.
You have but to let me know.
I have
_m
a course of anatomy, and am nearly half through
with it; when it is finished, I shall begin a course of
chemistry, and thus under your guidance I shall go through
the whole of medicine.
I leave off, and awaityour aa_swer,
Accept the greeting of
Your mos_ _levoted
S. J. D_ VRI_S.
Amsterdam,

24 Feb.,

1_63.

LETTER
SPINOZA

_VII.

TO SIMON

(IX.)
DE

_rRIES.

[Spinoza deFreeate_ his eorre_2ondent'8 jealou_
of Albert
Burgh ; a_d answers that distinction must be made between
different kinds of definitions.
He e_plain_ his oj_inio_
more _recisely.]
RZSPECTED F_XEND,--I have received _ your long wishedfor letter, for which, and for your affection towards me, I
heartily thank you.
Your long absence has been no less
grievous to me than to you ; yet in the meantime I rejoice
that my trifling studies are of profit to you and our friends.
For thus while you 3 are away, I iu my absence speak to
you. a You need not envy my fellow-lodger.
There is no
one who is more displeasing
to me, nor against whom I
have been more anxiously on my guard; and therefore
I ,
would have you and all my acquaintance
warned not to
1 There
is no note to Ethics,
I. xix.
As there is nothing
to show
what proposition
Is intended,
the old version suppressed
the whole passage from "Besides
I thank you" to "medicine."
t The whole beginning
of this letter, till after the mention
of the club,
£s omitted
in the editmns before Van Vloten's
Suppiementum,
to make
the letter agree with the altered _ersion of Letter XXVI.,
to whmh it is
an answer.
s ,, You"
in these two places is plural,
and refers to the club;
so
als_ the second "your"
on the next page _ elsewhere
'" _ ou" and" you r"
reter to De Vries only.

314

SPINOZA'S

[LETTER

XXVII.

communicate
my opinions to him, except when he has come
to maturer years. So far he is too childish and inconstant,
and is fonder of novelty than of truth.
But I hope, that
in a few years he will amend these childish faults.
Indeed
I am almost sure of it, as far as I can judge from his nature.
And so his temperament
bids me like him.
As for the questions propounded
in your club, which is
wisely enough ordered, I see that your _ difficulties arise
from not distinguishing
between kinds of definition : that
is, between a definition serving to explain a thing, of which
the essence only is sought and in question, and a definition
which is put forward only for purposes
of inquiry.
The
former having a definite object ought to be true, the latter
need not.
For instance, if someone asks me for a description of Solomon's temple, I am bound to give him a true
description, unless I want to talk nonsense with him. But
if I have constructed,
in my mind, a temple which I desire
to build, and infer from the description
of it that I must
buy such and such a sits and so many thousand stones and
other materials, will any sane person tell me that I have
drawn a wrong conclusion because my definition is possibly
untrue ? or will anyone ask me to prove my definition ? Such
a person would simply be telling me, that I had not conceived
that which I had conceived, or be requiring me to prove,
that I had conceived that which I had conceived ; in fact,
evidently trifling.
Hence a definition either explains a thing,
in so far as it is external to the intellect, in which case it
ought to be true and only to differ from a proposition
or
an axiom in being concerned merely with the essences of
things, or the modifications
of things, whereas the latter
has a wider scope and extends also to eternal truths.
Or
else it explains a thing, as it is conceived or can be conceived
by us ; and then it differs from an axiom or proposition,
inasmuch as it only requires to be conceived absolutely,
and
not like an axiom as true.
Hence a bad definition is one
which is not conceived.
To explain my meaning, I will take
Borel's example--a
man saying that two straight lines enclosing a space shall be called "figurals."
If the man means
by a straight line the same as the rest of the world means by
' See Note

3 on previous

page.
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a curved line, his definition is good (for by the definition
would be meant some such figure as 0, or the _ke) : so long as
he does not afterwards mean a square or other kind of figure.
But, if he attaches the ordinary meaning to the words
straight line, the thing is evidently inconceivable, and therefore there is no definition.
These considerations are plainly
confused by Borel, to whose opinion you recline.
I give
another example, the one you cite at the end of your letter.
If I say that each substance has only one attril_ute, this is
an unsupported
statement and needs proof.
But, if I say
that I mean by substance that which consists in oldy one
attribute,
the definition will be good, so tong as entities
consisting
of several attributes
are afterwards
styled 1,y
some name other than substance.
When you say that I do
not prove, that substance (or being) may have several attributes, you do not perhaps pay attention
to the proofs
given.
I adduced two :--First,
"that
nothing is plainer
to us, than that every being may be conceived by us under
some attribute, and that the more reality or essence a given
being has, the more attributes
may be attributed
to it.
Hence a being absolutely
infinite must be defined, &c."
Secondly, and I think this is the stron_o_er proof of the two,
"the more attributes I assign to any being, the more am I
compelled to assign toit existence ;" in other words, the more
X conceive it as true.
The contrary would evidently result,
if I were feigning a chimera or some such being.
Your remark, that you cannot conceive thought except as
consisting in ideas,because, when ideas are removed.thought
is annihilated,
springs, I think, from the fact that while you,
a ttfinking thing, do as you say, you abstract
all your
thoughts and conceptions.
It is no marvel that, when you
have abstracted all your thoughts and conceptions, you have
nothing left for thinking with.
On the general subject I
think I have shown sufficiently clearly and plainly, that the
intellect,
although
infinite, belongs to nature regarded
as
passive rather than nature regarded as active (ad naturam
naturatam,
non veto ad naturam naturantem).
However, I do not see how this helps towards understanding the third definition, nor what difficulty the latter
presents,
It runs, if I mistake not, as follows : " By substance I mean that, which is in itself and is conceived
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through itself; that is, of which the conception does not involve the conception of amything else.
By attribute
I
mean the same thing, except that it is called attribute with
respect to the understanding,
which attributes to substance
the particular nature aforesaid."
This definition, I repeat,
explains with sufficient clearness what I wish to signify by
substance
or attribute.
You desire, though there is no
need, that I should illustrate
by an example, how one and
the same thing can be stamped with two names.
In order
not to seem miserly, I will give you two.
First, I say that
by Israel is meant the third patriarch ; I mean the same by
Jacob, the name Jacob being given, because the patriarch
in question had caught hold of the heel of his brother.
Secondly, by a colourless surface I mean a surface, which
reflects all rays of light without altering
them.
I mean
the same by a white surface, with this difference, that a
surface is called white in reference to a man looking at
it, &c.

LETTER
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SPINOZ/L TO SIMON DE VRIES,
[Spinoza, in answer to a letter from De Vr_s now lost, epea_
of the experience necessary for lrroving a definition, and a_so
of eternal truthe.]
RESPECTED
FRIEND,
YOU ask me if we have need of
experience, in order to know whether the definition of a
given attribute
is true.
To this I answer, that we never
need experience, except in cases when the existence of the
thing cannot be inferred from its definition, as, for instance,
the existence of modes (which _nnot be inferred from their
definition);
experience is not needed, when the existence
of the things in question is not e]istinguished from their
essence, and is therefore inferred from their definition.
This can never be taught us by any experience, for experieuce does not teach us any essences of things; the
utmost it can do is to set our mind thinking about definite
essences only. Wherefore, when the existence of attributes
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does not differ from their essence, no experience is capable
of attaining it for us.
To your further question, whether things and their
modifications are eternal truths, I answer: Certainly.
If
you ask me, why I do not call them eterual truths,
I
answer, in order to distinguish
them, in accordance with
General usage, from those propositions,
which do not make
manifest any particular
thing or modification of a thing ;
for example, nothing comes from no_hing.
These and such
like propositions
are, I repeat, called eternal truths simply,
the meaning merely being, that they have no standl)omt
external to the mind, &c_

LETTERXXIX. (Xn.)
SPrsozA

_o L. M. _ (LzwIs

MEYs_).

DF_EST FRIE_D,--I
have received two letters from you,
one dated Jan. 11, delivered to me by our friend, N. N.,
the other dated March 26, sent by some unknown friend to
Leyden.
They were both most welcome to me, especially
as I gathered from them, that all goes well with you, and
that you are often mindful of me.
I also owe and repay
you the warmest thanks for the courtesy and consideration,
with which you have always been kind enough to treat me:
I hope you will believe, that I am in no less degree devoted
to you, as, when occasion offers, I will always endeavour to
prove, as far as my poor powers will admit.
As a first
proof, I will do my best t_) answer the questions you ask
in your letters.
You request me to tell you, what I think
about the infinite ; I will most readily do so.
Everyone
regards
the question of the infinite as most
difficult, if not insoluble, through not making a distinction
between that which must be infinite from its very nature,
or in virtue of its definition, and that which has no limits,
not in virtue of its essence, but in virtue of its cause ; and
also through not distinguisMng
between that which is called
See Introduction, pp. xv, xx.
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infinite,
because it has no 1_mlts,and that,of which the
parts cannot be equalled or expressed by any number,
though the greatest and least magnitude of the whole may
be known ; and, lastly, through not distinguishing
between
that, which can be understood
but not imagined, and that
which can also be imagined.
If these distinctions,
I repeat,
had been attended to, inquirers would not have been overwhelmed with such a vast crowd of difficulties.
They would
then clearly have understood, what kind of jn_nite is indivisible and possesses no parts ; and what kind, on the other
hand, may be divided without involving a contradiction
in
terms. They would further have understood,
what kind of
infinite may, without
solecism, be conceived greater than
another infinite, and what kind cannot be so conceived.
All this will plainly appear from w_t
I am about to
say.
However, I will first briefly explain the terms substance,
_node, eternity, and dwration.
The points to be noted concerning substance are these :
First, that existence appertains
to its essence; in other
words, that solely from its essence and definition its existence follows.
This, if I remember rj'ghtly, I have already
proved to you by word of mouth, without the aid of any
ether propositions.
Secondly, as a consequence
of the
above, that substance
is not m_.nlfold, but single:
there
cannot be two of the same nature.
Thirdly, every substance must be conceived as in_nlte.
The modifications
of substance I call _nodes. Their definition, in so far as it is not identical with that of substance, cannot involve any existence.
Hence, t,hough they
exist, we can conceive them as non-existent.
From this it
follows, that, when we are regarding only the essence of
modes, and not the order of the whole of nature, we cannot conclude from their present existence, that they will
exist or not exist in the future, or that they have existed
or not existed in the past ; whence it is abundantly
clear,
that we conceive the existence of substance
as entirely
different from the existence of modes. From this difference
arises the distinction between eternity and duration.
Duration is only applicable to the existence of modes ; eternity
is applicable to the existence of substance, that is, the in-
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fimte faculty of existence or being (in_nitum ezistendi sire
(invitd Latinitate _) e_endi fruitionem).
From what has been said it is quite clear that, when, as
is most often the case, we are regarding
only the essence
of modes and not the order of nature, we may freely limit
the existence and duration of modes without destroying the
conception we have formed of them ; we may conceive them
as greater or less, or may divide the_a into parts. Eternity
and substance, being only concei_ able as infinite, cannot be
thus treated without
our conception of them being destroyed.
Wherefore it is mere foohshness, or even insauity,
to say that extended
substance
is made up of parts or
bodies really distinct from one another.
It is as though
one should attempt
by the aggregation
and addition of
many circles to make up a square, or a triangle, or something of totally different
essence.
Wherefore
the whole
heap of arguments,
by which philosophers
commonly endeavour to show that extended substance is finite, falls to
the ground by its own weight.
For all such persons suppose, that corporeal substance is made up of parts.
In the
same way, others, who have persuaded
themselves
that a
line is made up of points, have been able to discover many
arguments
to show that a line is not infinitely divisible.
If you ask, why we are by nature so prone to attempt to
divide extended substance, I answer, that quantity is conceived by us in two ways, namely, by abstraction or superficially, as we imagine it by the aid of the senses, or as
substance, which can only be accomphshed
through
the
understanding.
So that, if we regard quantity as it exists
in the imagination
(and this is the more frequent and easy
method), it will be found to be divisible, finite, compose(l
of parts, and manifold.
But, if we regard it as it is in the
understauding,
and the thing be conceived as it is in itself
(which is very difficult), it will then, as I have sufficiently
shown you before, be found to be infinite, indivisible, and
single.
Again, from the fact that we can limit duration
and
quantity at our pleasure, when we conceive the latter ab.
i Spinoza al_*lo_zes
here in the original
for the use of the undassical
furm '" essendl,"
_emg.
The classmal Latin _erb of being
is, as the
m_ients
themselves
admitted,
defevti_e in a mvbt mt_nve_i_ut
de_',F-
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stractedly as apart from substance, and separate the former
from the manner whereby it flows from things eternal,
there arise time and _neasure ; time for the purpose of limiting duration, r_eas_re for the purpose of limiting quantity,
so that we may, as far as is possible, the more readily
imagine them.
:Further, inasmuch
as we separate the
modifications of substance from substance itself, and reduce
them to classes, so that we may, as far as is possible, the
more reaAily imagine them, there arises number, whereby
we limit them.
Whence it is clearly to be seen, that measure, time, and number, are merely modes of thinking, or,
rather, of imagining.
It is not to be wondered at, therefore, that all, who have endeavoured
to understand
the
course of nature by means of such notions, and without
fully lmderstanding
even them, have entangled themselves
so wondrously, that they have at last only been able to
ei-trica_e themselves by breakdng through every rule and
a.dmitting absurdities
even of the grossest kind. For there
are ma.ny things which cannot be conceived through the
imagination
but only through the understanding,
for instance, substance, eternity, and the like; thus, if anyone
tries to explain such things by means of conceptions which
are mere aids to the imagination, he is simply assisting his
imagination
to run away with him. 1 Nor can even the
modes of substance ever be rightly understood, if we confuse
them with entities of the kind mentioned, mere aids of the
reason or imagination.
In so doing we separate
them
from substance, and the mode of their derivation from
eternity, without which they can never be rightly understood. To make the matter yet more clear, take the following
example : when a man conceives of duration abstractedly,
and, confusing it with time, begins to divide it into parts,
he will never be able to understand
how an hour, for instance, can elapse,
l_or in order that an hour should
elapse, it is necessary that its half should elapse first, and
afterwards half of the remainder, and again half of the
half of the remainder, and if you go on thus to infinity,
subtracting the half of the residue, you will never be able
I "Nihilo plus agit, quam si det operam ut sua imaginatione insan;at." Mr. Pollock paraphrases,"It is hke applying the intellectual
tests of sanity and insanity to acts of pure imagination."

LE_Tn_ XX_X.]

COL AESPO_DE_CE.

3P.I

to arriveat the end of the hour. Wherefore many, who
not accustomed to distmgnish abstractions
fron_realities,have ventured to assertthatdurationismade up of
instants, and so in wishing to avoid Charybdis have fallen
into Scylla.
It is the same thing to make up duration out
of instants, as it is to make number simply by adding up
noughts_
Further, as it is evident from what has been said, that
neither number, nor measure, nor time, being mere aids to
the imagination,
can be infinite (for, otherwise, number
would nob be number, nor measure measure, nor time
time);
it is hence abundantly
evident, why many who
confuse these three abstractions
with realities, through
being ignorant of the true nature of things, have actually
denied the infinite.
The wretchedness
of their __asoning may be jndged by
mathematicians,
who have never allowed themselves
to be
delayed a moment by arguments of this sort, in the case of
things which they clearly and distinctly perceive.
For not
only have they come across many things, which cannot be
expressed
by number
(thus showing the inadequacy
of
number for detcrmin_ng all things); but also they have found
many things, which cannot be equalled by any number, but
surpass every possible number.
But they infer hence,
that such things surpass enumeration,
not because of the
multitude
of their component
parts, but because their
nature
cannot, without
manifest
contradiction,
be expressed in terms of number. As, for instance, in the case of
two circles, non-concentric,
whereof one encloses the other,
no number can express the inequalities
of distance which
exist between the two circles, nor all the variations which
matter in motion in the intervening
space may undergo.
This conclusion is not based on the excessive size of the
intervening space.
However small a portion of it we take,
the inequalities
of this small portion
will surpass
all
numerical expression.
Nor, again, is the conclusion based
on the fact, as in other cases, that we do not know the
maximum and the minimum of the said space.
It springs
simply from the fact, that the nature of the space between
two non-concentric
circles cannot be expressed in number.
Therefore,
he who would assign a numerical
equivalent
II.
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for the inequalities in question, would be bound, at the
same time, to bring about that a circle should not be a
circle.
The same result would take p|ace---to return to my subjeet--if one were to wish to determine all the motions
undergone by matter up to the present, by reducing them
and their duration to a certain number and time. This
would be the same as an attempt to deprive corporeal substance, which we cannot conceive except as existent, of its
modifications, and to bring about that it should not possess
the nature which it does possess. All this I could clearly
demonstrate here, together with many other points touched
on in this letter, but I deem it superfluous.
From all that has been said, it is abundantly evident
that certain things are in their nature infinite, and can by
no means be conceived as finite ; whereas there are other
things, infinite in virtue of the cause from which they are
derived, which can, when conceived abstractedly, be divided
into parts, and regarded as finite. Lastly, there are some
which are called infinite or, if you prefer, indefinite, because they cannot be expressed in number, which may yet
be conceived as greater or less. It does not follow that
such are equal, because they are alike incapable of numerical expression. This is plain enough, from the eTample
given, and many others.
Lastly, I have put briefly before you the causes of error
and confusion, which have arisen concerning the question of
the infinite. I have, if I mistake not, so explained them
that no question concerning the infinite remains untreated,
or cannot readily be solved from what I have said ; wherefore, I do not think it worth while to detain you longer on
the matter.
But I should like it first to be observed here, that the
later Peripatetics have, I think, misunderstood the proof
given by the ancients who sought to demonstrate the erastence of God. This, as I find it in a certain Jew named
Rabbi Ghasdai, runs as follows :--" If there be an infinite
series of causes, all things which are, are caused. But
nothing _vhich is caused can exist necessarily, in virtue of
its own nature. Therefore there is nothing m nature, to
whose essence existence necessarily belongs. But this is
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absurd.
Therefore the premise is absurd also."
Hence
the force of the argument lies not in the impossibility of an
actual infinite or an infinite series of causes; but only in
the absurdity of the assumption that things, which do not
necessarily exist by nature, are not conditioned for existence by a thing, which does by its own nature necessarily
exist.
I would now pass on, for time presses, to your second
letter : but I shall be able more conveniently to reply to its
contents, when you are kind enough to pay me a visit.
I
therefore beg that you will come as soon as possible ; the
time for travelling is at, hand.
Enough.
Farewell, and
keep in remembrance Yours, &c.
l_hijr.sbu_gj

20 April,

1663.
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TO LEWIS

MEYER.

DEAR FRIm_D,--The
preface you sent me by our friend
De Vries, I now send back to you by the same hand. Some
few things, as you will see, I have marked in the margin ;
but yet a few remain, which I have judged it better to mention to you by letter.
First, where on page 4 you give
the reader to know on what occasion I composed the first
l_rt;
I would have you likewise explain there, or where
you please, that I composed it within a fortnight.
For
_vhen this is explained none will suppose the exposition to
be so clear as that it (_nnot be bettered, and so they will not
stick at obscurities
in this and that phrase on which they
may chance to stumble.
Secondly, I would have you explain, that when I prove many points otherwise than they
be proved by Descartes,
'tis not to amend Descartes,
but the better to preserve my order, and not to multiply
' This letter
in M. Cousin's
kind permission,
_ ],pendix C.

is not given in the Opera PostI_ur_,
but was preserved
library
at the Snrbonne.
This versian 19 reprinted,
by"
from Mr. Pollock's"
Spinoza, his Life and philosophy,"
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axioms overmuch: and that for this same reason I prove
many things which by Descartes are barely alleged without any proof, and must needs add other matters which
Descartes let alone.
Lastly, I will earnestly beseech you,
as my especial friend, to let be everything
you have
written towards the end against that creature, and wholly
strike it out. And though many reasons determine me
to this request, I will give but one.
I would fain have
all men readily believe that these matters are published
for the common profit of the world, and that your sole
motive in bringing out the book is the love of spreading
the truth; and that it is accordingly
all your study to
make the work acceptable
to all, to bid men, with all
courtesy to the pursuit of genuine philosophy, and to consuit their common advantage.
Which every man will be
ready to think when he sees that no one is attacked, nor
anything advanced where any man can find the least offence.
Notwithstanding,
if afterwards the person you know of, or
any other, be minded to disl_lav his ill will, then you may
portray his life and character, and gain applause by it.
So I ask that you will not refuse to be patient thus far,
and suffer yourself to be entreated, and believe me wholly
bounden to you, and
Yours with all affection,
B. D_. S_soz_
_roorburg,Aug. 3, 1663.
Our friend De Vries had promised to take this with
him ; but seeing he knows not when he will return to you,
I send it by another hand.
Along with this I send you part of the scholium
to
Prop. xxvii. Part ]I where page 75 begins, that you may
hand it to the printer to be reprinted.
The matter I send
._u must of necessity be reprinted, and fourteen or fifteen
es added, which may easily be inserted.
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(X-VII.)

SPinOZA To PETE_ BA-_LI_O?
[ _on/cern_ng omens and Thantoms.
The mind
confused presentiment
of the future.]

may have a

BELOVED
]_'_RIENI),_Yollr
last letter, written, if Imistake
not, on the 26th of last month, has duly reached me. It
caused me no small sorrow and solicitude, though the feeling sensibly diminished when I reflected on the good sense
and fortitude, with which you have known how to despise
the evils of fortune, or rather of opinion, at a time when
they most bitterly assailed you. Yet my anxiety increases
daily; I therefore beg and implore you by the claims of
our friendship, that you will rouse yourself to write me a
tong letter.
With regard to Omens, of which you make
mention in telling me that, while your child was still healthy
and strong, you heard groans like those he uttered when he
was ill and shortly afterwards died, I should judge that
these were not real groans, but only the effect of your
imagination ; for you say that, when you got up and composed yourself to listen, you did not hear them so clearly
either as before or as afterwards, when you had fallen asleep
again.
This, I think, shows that the groans were purely
due to the imagination, which, when it was unfettered and
free, could imagine groans more forcibly and vividly than
when you sat up in order to listen in a particular direction.
I think I can both illustrate and confirm what I say by
another occurrence, which befell me at l_hijnsburg
last
winter.
When one morning, after the day had dawned, I
woke up from a very unpleasant dream, the images, which
had presented themselves
to me in sleep, remained before
nay eyes just as vividly as though the things had been real,
especially the image of a certain black and leprous Brazilian
whom I had never seen before.
This image disappeared
for the most part when, in order to divert my thoughts, I

z This letter is from a Latm version of a Dutch original.
BalUng, see Letter XXVI., p. _t'2, and note there.
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cast my eyes on a _ook, or sometklng
else.
But, as soon
as I lifted my eyes again without fixing my attention on
any particular object, the same _rnA.geof this same negro
appeared with the same vividness again and again, until
the head of it gradually vanished.
I say that the same
thing, which occurred with regard to my inward sense of
sight, occurred with your hearing ; but as the causes were
very different, your case was an omen and mine was not.
The matter may be clearly grasped by means of what I am
about to say. The effects of the imagination arise either
from bodily or mental causes.
I will proceed to prove
this, in order not to be too long, solely from experience.
We know that fevers and other bodily ailments are the
causes of delirium, and that persons of stubborn disposition imagine nothing but quarrels, brawls, slaughterings,
and the like.
We also see that the imagination
is to a
certain extent determined
by the character of the disposi.
tion, for, as we know by experience, it follows in the tracks
of the understanding
in every respect, and arranges its
images and words, just as the understanding
arranges its
demonstrations
and connects one with another ; so that we
are hardly at all able to say, what will not serve the imagi.
nation as a basis for some image or other.
This being so,
I say that no effects of imagination
springing from physical causes can ever be omens of future events ; inasmuch
as their causes do not involve any future events.
But the
effects of imagination,
or images originating
in the mental
disposition, may be omens of some future event ; inasmuch
as the mind may have a confused
presentiment
of the
future.
It may, therefore,
im_.gine a future
event as
forcibly and vividly, as though it were present ; for instance
a father (to take an example resembling
your own) loves
his child so much, that he and the beloved child are, as it
were, one and the same.
And since (like that which I
demonstrated
on another occasion) there must necessarily
exist in thought
the idea of the essence of the child's
states and their results, and since the father, through his
union with his child, is a part of the said child, the soul of
the father must necessarily participate in the ideal essence
of the child and his states, and in their results, as I have
shown at greater length elsewhere.
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Ag_n, as the soul of the father participates ideally in
the consequences of his child's essence, he may (as I have
said) sometimes imagine some of the said consequences as
vividly as if they were present with him, provided that the
following conditions are fulfilled :--I. If the occurrence in
his son's career be remarkable.
1-[. If it be capable of
being readily imagqned.
HI. If the time of its happening
be not too remote.
IV. If his body be sound, in respect
not only of health but of freedom from every care or business which could outwardly trouble the senses. It may also
assist the result, if we think of something which generally
stimulates
similar ideas.
For instance, if while we are
talking with this or that man we hear groans, it will generally happen that, when we think of the man again, the
groans heard when we spoke with him will recur to our
mind.
This, dear friend, is my opinion on the question
you ask me.
I have, I confess, been very brief, but I have
furnished you with material for writin_ to me on the first
opportunity,
&c.
Voorburg, 20 July. 1664.
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WILLIAM :DE BLYENBERGH1 TO SPINOZA.
UNKNOWN F_I_ND _D SI_,--I have already read several
times with attention
your treatise and its appendix recently published.
I should narrate to others more becomingly than to yourself the extreme solidity I found in it,
and the pleasure with which I perused it. But I am unable to conceal my feeelings from you, because the more
frequently
I study the work with attention, the more it.
pleases me, and I am constantly observing something which
I had not before remarked.
However, I will not too loudly
extol its author, lest I should seem in this letter to be a
flatterer.
I am aware that the gods grant all things to
labour.
Not to detain you too long with wondering who I
may be, and how it comes to pass that one unknown to you
See Introduction, p. xvi. The correspondence with Blyenbergh
w_s origiually conducted in Dutch.
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takes the great liberty of writing to you, I will tell you
that he is a man who is impelled
by his longing for pure
and unadulterated
truth, and desires during this brief and
frail life to fix his feet in the ways of science, so far as our
human faculties will allow ; one who in the pursuit of truth
has no goal before his eyes save truth herself;
one who by
his science seeks to obtain as the result of truth neither
honour nor riches, but simple truth and tranquillity;
one
who, out of the whole circle of truths and sciences, takes
delight in none more than in metaphysics,
if not in all
branches at any rate in some ; one who places the whole
delight of his life in the fact, that he can pass in the study
of them his hours of ease and leisure.
But no one, I rest
assured, is so blessed as yourself, no one has carried his
studies
so far, and therefore
no one has arrived at the
pitch of perfection which, as I see from your work, you
have attained.
To add a last word, the present writer is
one with whom you may gain a closer aa'Xltmintance, if you
choose to attach him to you by enlightening
and interpenetrating, as it were, his halting meditations.
But I return to your treatise.
While I found in it many
things which tickled my palate vastly, some of them proved
difficult to digest.
Perhaps a stranger ought not to report
to you his objections, the more so as I know not whether
they will meet with your approval.
This is the reason for
my making these prefatory remarks, and asking you, if you
can find leisure in the winter evenings, and, at the same
time. will be willing to answer the difficulties which I still
find in your book, and to forward me the result, always
under the condition that it does not interrupt
any occupation of greater importance or pleasure ; for I desire nothing
more earnestly than to see the promise made in your book
fulfilled by a more detailed exposition of your opinions.
I
should have communicated
to you by word of mouth what
I now commit to paper ; but my ignorance of your address,
the infectious disease,1 and my duties here, prevented
me.
I must defer the pleasure for the present.
However,
in order that this letter may not be quite
The plague,
tnt_'oduced
into
wmtten, perhaps

which had prevailed
on the Continent
during
London
in the very month
in which this
from Holland.

1664,
letter

was
was
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empty, and in the hope that it will no_ be displeasing to
you, I will ask .v°u one question.
You say in various passages in the "Principia,"
and in the "Metaphysical
Reflections," either as your own opinion, or as explaining the
philosophy of Descartes, that creation and preservation are
identical
(which is, indeed, so evident to those who have
considered
the question
as to be a primary
notion);
secondly, that God has not only created substances, but
also motions in substances--in
other words, that God, by a
continuous act of creation preserves, not only substances in
their normal state, but also the motion and the endeavours
of substances.
God, for instance, not only brings about
by His immediate will and working (whatever be the term
employed), that the soul should last and continue in its norreal state ; but He is also the cause of His will determining,
in some way, the movement of the soul--in
other words, as
God, by a continuous
act of creation, brings about that
things should remain in existence, so is He also the cause
of the movements and endeavours existing in tlnngs.
In
fact, save God, there is no cause of motion.
It therefore
follows that God is not only the cause of the substance of
mind, but also of every endeavour or motion of mind, which
we call volition, as you frequently say. From this statement it seems to follow necessarily, either that there is no
evil in the motion or volition of the mind, or else that God
directly brings about that evil.
For that which we call
evil comes to pass through
the soul, and, consequently,
through the immediate influence and concurrence
of God.
For instance, the soul of Adam wishes to eat of the forbidden fruit.
It follows from what has been said _bove,
not only that Adam forms his wish through
the influence
of God, but also, as will presently be shown, that through
that influence he forms it in that particular
manner.
Hence, either the act forbidden to Adam is not evil, inasmuch as God Himself
not only caused the wish, but also
the manner
of it, or else God directly
brought
about
that which we call evil. Neither
you nor Descartes seem
to have solved this difficulty by saying that evil is a negative conception,
and that, as such, God cannot bring it
about. Whence, we may ask, came the wish to eat the forb;dden fruit, or the wish of devils to be equal with God ?
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For since (as you justly observe) the will is not son:ethin_
different from the mind, but is only an endeavour or move*
ment of the mind, the concurrence of God is as necessary
to it as to the mind itself.
Now the concurrence of God,
as I gather from your writings, is merely the determining of
a thing in a particular manner through the will of God. It
follows that God concurs no less in an evil wish, in so far as
it is evil, than in a good wish in so far as it is good, in other
words, He determines it. For the will of God being the
absolute cause of all that exists, either iu substance or in
effort, seems to be also the primary cause of an evil wish,
in so far as it is evil.
Again, no exercise of volition takes
place in us, that God has not known from all eternity.
If
we say that God does not know of a particular exercise of
volition, we attribute to Him imperfection.
But how could
God gain knowledge of it except from His decrees ? Therefore His decrees are the cause of our volitions, and hence it
seems also to follow that either an evil wish is not evil, or
else that God is the direct cause of the evil, and brings it
about.
There is no room here for the theological distinction between an act and the evil inherent in that act. For
God decrees the mode of the act, no less than the act, that
is, God not only decreed that Adam should eat, but also
that he should necessarily eat contrary to the command
given.
Thus it seems on all sides to follow, either that
Adam's eating contrary to the command was not an evil,
or else that God Himself brought it to pass.
These, illustrious Sir, are the questions in your treatise,
which I am unable, at present, to elucidate.
Either alternative seems to me difficult of acceptance.
However, I
await a satisfactory answer from your keen judgment and
learning, hoping to show you hereafter how deeply indebted
i shall be to you.
Be assured, illustrious
Sir, that I put
these questions from no other motive than the desire for
truth.
I am a man of leisure, not tied to any profession,
gaining my living by honest trade, and devoting my spare
time to questions of this sort. I humbly hope that my difficulties will not be displeasing to you.
If you are minded
to send an answer, as I most ardently hope, write to, &c.
WrLT.IAM DE BLYENB_.Ran.
Dordrecht_

12 Dec.,

1664.
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LETTER xxx_. (X_.)
SPINOZA

,

(Spinoza

TO

BLYENBER(_H.

answers with his usual courtesy the
TrOTounded by Blyenbergh.)

que_iou

UNKNOWN
FRIEND,--I
received, at Schiedam, on the
26th of December, your letter dated the 12th of December, enclosed in another written on the 24th of the same
month.
I gather from it your fervent love of truth, and
your making it the aim of all your studies. This compelled
me, though by no means otherwise unwilling, not only to
grant your petition by answering all the questions you have
sent, or may in future send, to the best of my ability, but
also to impart to you everything
in my power, which can
conduce to further know]edge and sincere friendship.
So
far as in me lies, I value, above all other things out of my
own control, the joining hands of friendship with men who
axe sincere lovers of truth.
I believe that nothing in the
world, of things outside our own control, brings more Peacc
than the possibility
of affectionate
intercourse with such
men; it is just as impossible that the love we bear them
can be disturbed
(inasmuch as it is founded on the desire
each feels for the knowledge of truth), as that truth once
perceived should not be assented to. It is, moreover, the
highest and most pleasing source of happiness
derivable
from thh,gs not under our own control. Nothing save truth
has power closely to unite different
feelings and disi_sitions.
I say nothing of the very great advantages which
it brings, lest I should detain you too long on a subject
which, doubtless,
you know already.
I have said thus
much, in order to show you better how gladly I shall embrace this and any future opportunity
of serving you.
In order to make the best of the present opportunity,
I
will at once proceed to answer your question.
This seems
to turn on the point "that it seems to be clear, not only
from God's providence, which is identical with His will,
but also from God's cc_operation and continuous creation
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of things, either that there axe no such things as sin o_
evil, or that God directly brings sin and evil to pass."
You do not, however, explain what you mean by evil.
As
far as one may judge from the example you give in the predetermined act of volition of Adam, you seem to mean by
evil the actual exercise of volition, in so far as it is coneeived as predetermined in a particular way, or in so far as
it is repugnant to the command of God.
Hence you conclude (and I agree with you if this be what you mean) that
it is absurd to adopt either alternative,
either that God
brings to pass anything contrary to His own will, or that
what is contrary to God's will can be good.
For my own part, I cannot admit that sin and evil have
any positive existence, far less that anyt_ug
ean exist, or
come to pass, contrary to the will of God. On the contrary,
not only do I assert that sin has no positive existence, I
also maintain that only in speaking improperly, or humanly,
can we say that we sin against God, as in the expression
that men offend God.
As to the first point, we know that whatsoever is, when
considered in itself without regard to anything else, possesses perfection, extending
in each thing as far as the
limits of that thing's essence : for essence is nothing else.
I take for an illustration the des_,n or determined will of
Adam to eat the forbidden fruit.
This design or determined will, considered in itself alone, includes perfection
in so far as it expresses reality ; hence it may be inferred
that we can only conceive imperfection in things, when
they are viewed in relation to other things possessing more
reality : thus in Adam's decision, so long as we view it by
itself and do not compare it with other things more perfect
or exhibiting a more perfect state, we can find no imperfection : nay it may be compared with an infinity of other
tt_ngs far less perfect in this respect than itself, such as
stones, stocks, &c. This, as a matter of fact, everyone
grants.
For we all admire in animals qualities which we
regard with dislike and aversion in men, such as the pug.
nacity of bees, the jealousy of doves, &c. ; these in human
beings are despised, but are nevertheless
considered to enhance the value of animals.
This being so, it follows that
sin, which indicates nothing save imperfection, cannot con-
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sis_ in anything that expresses reality, as we see in the
case of Adam's decision and its execution.
Again, we cannot say that Adam's will is at val_anee
with the law of God, and that it is evil because it is di_
pleasing to God ; for besides the fact that grave imperfection would be imputed to God, if we say that anything
happens contrary to His will, or that He desires anything
which He does not obtain, or that His nature resembled
that of His creatures
in having sympathy
with some
things more than others ; such an occurrence would be at
complete variance with the nature of the divine will.
The will of God is identical with His intellect, hence the
former can no more be contravened
than the latter;
in
other words, anything which should come to pass against
His will must be of a nature to be contrary to His intellect,
such, for instance, as a round square.
Hence the will or
decision of Adam regarded in itself was neither evil nor,
properly speaking, against the will of God : it follows that
God may--or
rather, for the reason you call attention to,
must--be
its cause; not in so far as it was evil, for the
evil in it consisted in the loss of the previous state of being
which it entailed on Adam, and it is certain that loss has
no positive existence, and is only so spoken of in respect
to our and not God's understanding.
The dif_eulty arises
from the fact, that we give one and the same definition to
all the individuals of a genus, as for instance all who have
the outward appearance of men : we accordingly assume all
things which are expressed by the same definition to be
equally capable of attaining the highest perfection possible
for the genus; when we find an individual whose actions
are at variance with such perfection,
we suppose him to
be deprived of it, and to fall short of his nature.
We
should hardly act in this way, if we did not hark back to
the definition and ascribe to the individual a nature in accordance with it. But as GOd does not know things through
abstraction, or form general definitions of the kind above
mentioned, and as things have no more reality than the
divine understanding
and power have put into them and
actually endowed them with, it clearly follows that a state
of privation
can only be spoken of in relation to our
intellect, not in relation to God.
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Thus, ag it _mems to me, the difficulty is completely
solved. However, in order to make the way still plainer,
and remove every doubt, I deem it necessary to answer the
two following difficulties :--First, why Holy Scripture says
that God wishes for the conversion of the wicked, and also
why God forbade /[dam to eat of the fruit when He had
ordained the contrary ? Secondly, that it seems to follow
from what I have said, that the wicked by their pride,
avarice, and deeds of desperation, worship God in no less
degree than the good do by their nobleness, patience, love,
&c., inasmuch as both execute God's will.
In answer to the first question, I observe that Scripture,
being chiefly fitted for and beneficial to the multitude,
speaks popularly after the fashion of men. For the multitude are incapable of grasping sublime eoneeptious.
Hence I am persuaded that all matters, which God revealed
to the prophets as necessary to salvation, are set down in
the form of laws. With this understanding, the prophets
invented whole parables, and represented God as a king
and a law-giver, because He had revealed the means of sal.
vation and perdition, and was their cause; the means
which were simply causes they styled laws and wrote them
down as such; salvation and perdition, which are simply
effects necessarily resulting from the aforesaid means, they
described as reward and punishment ; fra, n_ng their doctrines more in accordance with such parables than with
actual truth. They constantly speak of God as resembling
man, as sometimes angry, sometimes merciful, now desiring what is future, now jealous and suspicious, even as
deceived by the devil; so that philosophers and all who
are above the law, that is, who follow after virtue, not
in obedience to law, but through love, because it is the
most excellent of all things, must not be hindered by such
vxpressions.
Thus the command given to Adam consisted solely in
_his, that God revealed to Adam, that eating of the fruit
brought about death; as He reveals to us, through our
natural faculties, that poison is deadly. If you ask, for
what object did He make this revelation, I answer, in order
to render Adam to that extent more perfect in knowledge.
Hence, to ask God why He had not _ed
on Adam
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more perfect will, is just as absurd as to ask, why the circle
has not been endowed with all the properties of a sphere.
This follows clearly from what has been said, and X have
also proved it in my Principles of Cartesian Philosophy,
I. 15.
As to the second difficulty, it is true that the wicked
execute after their manner the will of God : but they can.
not, therefore, be in any respect compared with the good.
The more perfection a thing has, the more does it partici
pate in the deity, and the more does it express perfection.
Thus, as the good have incomparably more perfection than
the bad, their virtue cannot be likened to the virtue of the
wicked, inasmuch as the wicked lack the love of God,
which proceeds from the knowledge of God, and by which
alone we are, aecoralng to our human understanding, called
the servants of God.
The wicked, knowing not God, are
but as instruments
in the hand of the workman, serving
unconsciously,
and perishing in the using; the good, on
the other h_nd, serve consciously, and in serving become
more perfect.
This, Sir, is all I can now contribute to answering your
question, and I have no higher wish than that it may satisfy
you.
But in case you still find any difficulty, I beg you to
let me know of that also, to see if I may be able to remove
it. You have nothing to fear on your side, but so long as
you are not satisfied, I like nothing better than to be informed of your reasons, so that finally the truth may
appear.
I could h_ve wished to write in the tongue in
which I have been brought up. I should, perhaps, have
been able to express my thoughts better.
But be pleased
to take it as it is, amend the mistakes yourself, and believe
me,
Your sincere friend and servant.
Long Orchard, near Amsterdam_
Jan. 5, 1665.
i The last paragraph (not found in the Latin version)is reprinted by
kind permissionfrom Mr. Pollock's translatmnfrom the Dutch original,
Pollock's " Spinoza," Avvendix C. On _
332 s misprint of "perfectioribus" _or" lmperf'ectiorib_" is correctedfrom the original.
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(XX.)
SPINOZA.

(A summary only of this letter/8 here g/ven.--Tm)
I have two rules in my philosophic inquiries : i. Confor.
mity to reason ; ii. Conformity to scripture. I consider the
second the most important.
Examining your letter by the
first, I observe that your identification of God's creative
power with His preservative power seems to involve, either
that evil does not exist, or else that God brings about evil.
If evil be only a term relative to our imperfect knowledge,
how do you explain the state of a m,,n who falls from a
state of grace into sin ? If evil be a negation, how can we
have the power to sin ? If God causes an evil act, he must
cause the evil as well as the act. You say that every man
can only act, as he, in fact, does act. This removes all distinction between the good and the wicked. Both, according
to you, are perfect. You remove all the sanctions of virtue
and reduce us to automata. Your doctrine, that strictly
speaking we cannot sin against GOd, is a hard saying.
[The rest of the letter is taken up with an examination
of Spinoza's arguments in respect to their conformity to
Scripture.]
Dordrecht,

16 Jan.,

1665.
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BLYENBERGH,

[ STinoza comTlalns that Blyenbergh
him : he sets forth his true meaning.]

has m_understood

Voorburg,

28 Jan.

1665.

FRIE_V A_D SrJa,--When I read your first letter, I
thought that our opinions almost coincided. But from
the second, which was delivered to me on the 21st of this
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month, I see that the matter stands far otherwise, for I
perceive Chat we disagree, not only in remote inferences
from first principles, but also in first principles themselves ;
so that I can hardly think that we can derive any mutual
h_truetion
from further
correspondence.
I see that no
proof, though it be by the laws of proof most sound, has
any weight with you, unless it agrees with the explanation,
which either you yourself, or other theologians
known to
you, attribute
to Holy Scripture.
However, if you are
convinced that God speaks more clearly and effectually
through Holy Scripture than through the natural understanding,
which He also has bestowed
upon us, and
with His divine wisdom keeps continually
stable and uncorrupted, you have valid reasons for making your understranding bow before the opinions which you attribute
to
Holy Scripture ; I myself could adopt no different course.
For my own part, as I confess plainly, and without circumlocution, that I do not understand the Scriptures, though I
have spent some years upon them, and also as I feel that
when I have obtained a firm proof, I cannot fall into a
state of doubt concerning it, I acquiesce entirely in what is
commended to me by my understanding,
without any suspicion that I am being deceived in the matter, or that
Holy Scripture, though I do not search, could gainsay it :
for "truth is not at variance with truth," as I have already
clearly shown in my appendix to The Principles of Cartesian Philosophy
(I cannot give the precise reference, for
I have not the book with me here in the eouutry).
But if
in any instance I found that a result obtained through my
natural understanding
was false, I should reckon myself
fortunate, for I enjoy life, and try to spend it not in" sorrow and sighing, but in peace, joy, and cheerfulness, ascending from time to time a step higher.
Meanwhile I -know
(and this knowledge gives me the highest contentment and
peace of mind), that all things come to pass by the power
and unchangeable
decree of a Being supremely perfect.
To return to your letter, I owe you many and sincere
tb_nlrs for having confided
to me your philosophical
opinions ; but for the doctrines, which you attribute to me,
and seek to infer from my letter, I return you no thanks
at at all. What ground, I should li'l_ to know, has my
II.
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letter afforded you for ascribing to me the opinions ; that
men are like beasts, that they die and perish after the
manner of beasts, that our actions are displeasing to God,
_c. ? Perhaps we axe most of all at variance on this third
point.
You think, as far as I can judge, that God takes
pleasure in our actions, as though He were a man, who has
attained his object, when things fall out as he desired.
For
my part, have I not said plainly enough, that the good
worship God, that in continually serving Him they become
more perfect, and that they love God ? Is this, I ask,
likening them to beasts, or saying that they perish like
beasts, or that their actions are displeasing
to God ? If
you had read my letter with more attention,
you would
llave clearly perceived, that our whole dissension lies in the
following alternative :--Either the Perfections
which the
good receive are imparted to them by God in His capacity
of God, that is absolutely without any human qualities
being ascribed to Him--this
is what I believe ; or else such
perfections are imparted by God as a judge, which is what
you maintain.
For this reason you defend the wicked,
saying that they carry out God's decrees as far as in them
lies, and therefore serve God no less than the good.
But
if my doctrine be accepted, this consequence by no means
follows ; I do not bring in the idea of God as a judge, and,
therefore, I estimate an action by its intrinsic merits, not
by the powers of its Performer; the recompense
which
follows the action follows from it as necessarily as from
the nature of a triangle it follows, that the three angles are
equal to two right angles.
This may be understood
by
everyone, who reflects on the fact, that our highest blesseclhess consists in love towards God, and that such love flows
naturally from the knowledge of God, which is so strenuously enjoined on us. The question may very easily be
proved in general terms, if we take notice of the nature of
God's decrees, as explained in my appendix.
However, I
confess that all those, who confuse the divine nature with
human nature, axe gravely hindered from understanding
it.
I had intended to end my letter at this point, lest I
should prove troublesome
to you in these questions, the
discussion of which (as I discover from the extremely pious
|_ostscript added to your letter) serves you as a pastime and a
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jest, but for no serious use. However, that I may not summar_y deny your request, I will proceed to explain further
the words privation and negation,
and briefly point out
what is necessary for the elucidation of my former letter,
I say then, first, that privation is not the act of depriving,
but simply and merely a state of want, which is in itself
nothing:
it is a mere entity of the reason, a mode of
thought
flamed in comparing
one thing with another.
We say, for example, that a blind man is deprived of sight_
because we readily imagine him as seeing, or else because
_ve compare him with others who can see, or compare his
present condition with his past condition when he could
Cee ; when we regard the man in this way, comparing
his
_ature either with the nature of others or with his own
past nature, we affirm that sight belongs to his nature, and
therefore
assert that he has been deprived of it. But
when we are considering the nature and decree of God, we
cannot affirm privation of sight in the case of the aforesaid
man any more than in the case of a stone; for at the
actual time sight lies no more within the scope of the man
than of the stone ; since there belongs to man and forms part of
his nature only that which is granted to him by the understanding and will of God.
Hence it follows that God is
no more the cause of a blind man not seeing, than he is of
a stone no*_ seeing.
Not seeing is a pure negation.
So
also, when we consider the case of a _an who is led by lustful
desires, we compare his present desires with those which exist
in the good, or which ezisted in himself at same other t_me ;
we then assert that he is deprired o.fthe better des/res, because
_e conceive that virtuous desires lie within the scope of his
¢_ture.
This we cannot do, if we consider the nature and
decree of God.
For, from this point of view, virtuous desires
lie at that time no more within the scope of the nature of the
lustful man, than within the scope of the nature of the dwil
or a stone. Heuce, from the latter standpoint
the virtuous
desire is not a privation
but a negation.
Thus privation is nothing else than denying of a thing
something,
which we tlunk belongs to its nature ; negation
i_ denying of a thing something,
which we do not think
_elongs to its nature.
We may now see, how Adam's desire for earthly thing_

:
:
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was evil from our standpoint, but not from God's. Although
God knew both the present and the past state of Adam,
He did not, therefore, regard Adam as deprived of hle past
state, that is, He did not regard Adam's past state as withir,
the scope of Adam's present nature.
Otherwise God would
have appretrended
something contrary to His own will, that
is, contrary to His own understanding.
If you quite grasp
my meaning here and at the same time remember, that I do
not grant to the mind the same freedom as Descartes does
--L[ewis]
M[eyer] bears witness to this in his preface to
my book--you
will perceive, that there is not the smallest
contradiction
in what I have said. But I see that I should
have done far better to have answered you in my first letter
with the words of Descartes, to the effect that we cannot
know how our freedom and its consequences
agree with the
foreknowledge
and freedom of God (see several passages
in my appendix), that, therefore, we can discover no con_
tradiction
between creation
by God and our freedom,
because we cannot understand how God created the universe,
nor (what is the same thing) how He preserves it. I
thought that you had read the preface, and that by not
giving you my real opinions in reply, I should sin against
those duties of friendship which I eord_lly
offered you.
But this is of no consequence.
Still, as I see that you have not hitherto thoroughly
grasped Descartes' meaning, I will call your attention
to
the two following points.
First, that neither Descartes
nor I have ever said, that it appertains
to our nature
to confine the will within the limits of the understanding;
we have only said, that God has endowed us with a determined understanding
and an undetermined
will, so that we
know not the object for which He has created us. Further,
that an undetermined
or Perfect will of this kind not only
makes us more perfect, but also, as I will presently show
you, is extremely necessary for us.
Secondly:
that our freedom is not placed in a certain
contingency
nor in a certain indifference,
but in the
method of affirmation
or denial; so that, in proportion
as we are less indifferent
in amrmation
or denial, so are
we more free.
For instance, if the nature of God be
_own
to us, it follows as necessarily from our nature tv
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affirm that God exists, as from the nature of a triangle
it follows, that the three angles are equal to two right
angles; we are never more free, than when we affirm a
thin_o in this way.
As this necessity is nothing else but
the decree of God (as I have clearly shown in my appendix),
we may hence, after a fashion, understand
how we act
freely and are the cause of our action, though all the t_ne
we are acting necessarily and according to the decree of God.
This, I repeat, we may, after a fashion, understand,
whenever we affirm something, which we clearly and distinctly
perceive, but when we assert something which we do not
clearly and distinctly understand,
in other words, when we
allow our will to pass beyond the limits of our understanding, we no longer perceive the necessity nor the decree of
God, we can only see our freedom, which is always involved
in our will; in which respect only our actions are called good
or evil. If we then try to reconcile our freedom with God's
decree and continuous
creation, we confuse that which we
clearly and distinctly
understand
with that which we do
not perceive, and, therefore,
our attempt is vain.
It is,
therefore,
sufficient for us to know that we are free, and
that we can be so notwithstanding
God's decree, and
further that we are the cause of evil, because an act can
only be called evil in relation to our freedom.
I have
s_id thus much for Descartes in order to show that, in
the question
we are considering,
his words exhibit
no
contradiction.
I will now turn to what concerns myself, and will first
briefly call attention
to the advantage
arising from my
opinion, inasmuch
as, according to it, our understanding
offers our mind and body to God freed from all superstition.
Nor do I deny that prayer is extremely useful to us. For
my understanding
is too small to determine all the means,
whereby God leads men to the love of Himself, that is, to
salvatiom
So far is my opinion from being hurtful, that
it offers to those, who are not taken up with prejudices an,._
childish superstitions,
the only means for arriving at the
highest stage of blessedness.
When you say that, by making men so dependent
on
God, I reduce them to the likeness
of the elements,
plants or stones, you sufficiently
show that you have
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thoroughly misunderstood
my meaning, and have confused
things which regard the understanding
with things which
l_gard the imagq_nation.
If by your intellect only you had
perceived what dependence on God means, you eerta.luly
would not think that things, in so far as they depend on
God, are dead, corporeal, and imperfect (who ever dared to
speak so meanly of the Supremely Perfect Being ?) ; on the
contrary, you would understand that for the very reason
that they depend on God they are perfect; so that this
dependence and necessary, operation may best be understood
as God's decree, by considering, not stocks and plants, but
the most reasonable and perfect creatures.
This sufficiently
appears from my second observation
on the meaning of
Descartes, which you ought to have locked to.
I cannot refrain from expressing my extreme astonishment at your remarking, that if God does not punish wrongdoing (that is, as a judge does, with a punishment not intrinsically connected with the offence, for our whole difference lies in this), what reason prevents me from rushing
headlong into every kind of wickedness ? Assuredly he, who
is only kept from vice by the fear of punishment
(which I
do not think of you), is in no wise acted on by love, and by
no means embraces virtue.
For my own part, I avoid or
endeavour to avoid vice, because it is at direct variance
_'ith my proper nature an¢l would lead me astray from the
knowledge and love of God.
Again, if you had reflected a little on human nature and
the nature of God's decree (as explained in my appendix),
and perceived,
and known by this time, how a consequence should be deduced from its premises,
before a
conclusion
is arrived at; you would not so rashly have
stated that my opinion makes us like stocks, &c. : nor
would you have ascribed to me the many absurdities
you
conjure up.
As to the two peints which you say, before passing on
to your second rule, that you cannot understand ; I answer,
that the first may be solved through Descartes, who says
that in observing your own nature you feel that you can
suspend your judgment.
If you say that you do not feel,
that you have at present sufficient force to keep your judgment suspended, this would appear to Descartes to be tho
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same as saying that we cannot at present see, that so long
as we exist we shall always be thinking things, or retain
the nature of thinlrlng things; in fact it would imply a
contradiction.
As to your second difficulty, I sav with Descartes, that if
we cannot extend our will beyond the bounds of our
extremely limited understanding,
we shall be most wretched
--it will not be in our power to eat even a crust of bread, or
to walk a step, or to go on living, for all things are uncertain and full of peril.
I now pass on to your second rule, and assert that I
believe, though I do not ascribe to Scripture that sort of
truth which you think you find in it, I nevertheless
assign
to it as great if not greater authority than you do.
I am
far more careful than others not to ascribe to Scripture any
childish and absurd doctrines, a precaution which demands
either a thorough
acquaintance
with philosophy
or the
possession of divine revelations.
Hence I pay very. little
attention to the glosses put upon Scripture
by ordinary
theologians, especially those of the kind who always interpret Scripture according to the literal and outward meaning: I have never, except among the Socinians, found any
theologian
stupid enough to ignore that Holy Scripture
very often speaks in human fashion of God and expresses
its meaning in parables;
as for the contradiction
which
you vainly (in my opinion) endeavour to show, I think you
attach to the word parable a meaning different from that
usually given.
For who ever heard, that a man, who
expressed his opinions in parables, had therefore
taken
leave of his senses ? When Micaiah said to King Ahab,
that he had seen God sitting on a throne, with the armies
of heaven standing on the right hand and the left, and
that God asked His angels which of them would deceive
Ahab, this was assuredly
a parable
employed
by the
prophet on that occasion (which was not fitted for t'he inculcation of sublime theological doctrines),
as sufficmntly
setting forth the message he had to deliver in the name of
God.
We cannot say that he had in anywise taken leave
of his senses.
So also the other prophets
of God made
manifest God's commands to the people in this fashion as
being the best adapted, though not exl_ressly enjoined by
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God, for leading the people to the primary object of Scrip.
ture, which, as Christ Himself says, is to bid men love God
above all things, and their neighbour as themselves.
Sublime speculations have, in my opinion, no bearing on Scxipture.
As far as I am concerned I have never learnt or
been able to learn any of God's eternal attributes from
Holy Scripture.
As to your fifth argument (that the prophets thus made
manifest the word of God, since truth is not at variance
with truth), it merely amounts, for those who understand
the method of proof, to asking me to prove, that Scripture,
as it is, is the true revealed word of God. The mathematical proof of this proposition could only be attained by
divine revelation.
I, therefore, expressed myself as follows :
"I believe, but I do _ot mathematically
kn_w, that all things
revealed by God to the Frophets," &c. Inasmuch as I firmly
believe but do not mathematically
know, that the prophets
were the most trusted counsellors and faithful ambassadors
of God.
So that in all I have written there is no contradiction, though several such may be found among holders
of the opposite opinion.
The rest of your letter (to wit the passage where you
say, "Lastly,
the supremely
Perfect Being knew beforehand," &c ; and again, your objections
to the illustration
from poison, and lastly, the whole of what you say of the
appendix and what follows) seems to me beside the question.
As regards Lewis Meyer's preface, the points which were
still left to be proved by Descartes before establishing
his
demonstration
of free will, are certainly there set forth ; it
is added that I hold a contrary opinion, my reasons for
doing so being given.
I shall, Perhaps, in due time give
further
explanations.
For the present
I have no such
intention.
I have never thought about the work on Descartes,
nor
.given any further
heed to it, since it has been translated
into Dutch.
I have my reasons, though it would be tedious
to enumerate them here.
So nothing remains for me but
to subscribe myself, &c.
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BLYENBERGH

TO

SPINOZK.

[Thb letter (e_ending overfive pages) _ o_ly gi,_enherein
brief summa,'y.]
The tone of your last letter is very different from that
of your first.
If our essence is equivalent to our state at a
given time, we are as perfect when sinning as when virtuous: God would wish for vice as much as virtue.
Both
the virtuous
and the vicious execute God's will--What
is the difference between them ? You say some actions are
more perfect than others ; wherein does this perfection consist ? If a mind existed so framed, that vice was in agreeinent with its proper nature, why should such a mind
prefer good to evil ? If God makes us all that we are, how
can we "go astray" ? Can rational substances depend on
God in any way except lifelessly ? What is the difference
between a rational being's dependence on God, and an irrational being's ? If we have no free will, axe not our actions
God's actions, and our will God's will?
I could ask
several more questions, but do not venture.
P.S. In my hurry I forgot to insert this question:
Whether we cannot by foresight avert what would other.
wise happen to us ?
I_rdrecht, 19 Feb., 1665.

LETTER
SPINOZA

XXXVI.

(XXIII.)

TO BLYENBERGH.

[Spinoza repIiss, that there is a diference between the theo.
logical and the philosophical
way of speaking of God and
things divine. He Froceeds to discuss Blyenbergh's_uestions.
(Voorburg,
13th March, 1665.)]
FBIEm) Xm) Sna,--I have received two letters from you
tlfis week; the second, dated 9th March, only served to in-
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form me ofthefirst
written
on Februaryl_h, and sent
me at Schiedam. In theformerI seethatyou eomp]A.iu
of my saying, that "demonstration carried no weight with
you," as though I had spoken of my own arguments, which
had failed to convince you. Such was far from my intention. I was referring to your own words, which ran as
follows :--" And if after long investigation it comes to pass,
that my natural knowledge appears either to be at variance
with the word (of Scripture), or not sufficiently well, &e. ;
the word has so great authority with me, that I would
rather doubt of the conceptions, which I think I clearly
perceive," &c. You see I merely repeat in brief your own
phrase, so that I cannot think you have any cause for
anger against me, especially as I merely quoted in order to
show the great difference between our standpoints.
Again, as you wrote at the end of your letter that your
only hope and wish is to continue in faith and hope, and
that all else, which we may become convinced of through
our natural faculties, is indifferent to you ; I reflected, as I
still continue to do, that. my letters could be of no use to
you, and that I should best consult my own interests by
ceasing to neglect my pursuits (which I am compelled
while writing to you to interrupt) for the sake of things
which could bring nopossible benefit. Nor is this contrary
to the spirit of my former letter, for in that I looked upon
you as simply a philosopher, who (like not a few who call
themselves Christians) possesses no touchstone of truth
save his natural understanding, and not as a theologian.
However, you have taught me to know better, and have
also shown me that the foundation, on which I was minded
to build up our friendship, has not, as I imagined, been
laid.
As for the rest, such are the general accompaniments of
controversy, so that I would not on that account transgress
the }_mlts of courtesy: I will, therefore, pass over in your
second letter, and in this, these and similar expressions.
as though they had never been observed. So much for
your taking offence; to show you that I have given
you no just cause, and, also, that I am quite willing to
brook contradiction.
I now turn a second time to answering your objections.
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I maintain,
in the first place, that God is absolutely
and really the cause of all things wlnch have essence,
whatsoever
they may be. If you can demonstrate
that
evil, error, crime, &c., have any positive existence, which
expresses essence, I will fully grant you that God is the
cause of crime, evil, error, &c. I beheve myself to have
sufficiently shown, that that which constitutes
the reahty
of evil, error, crime, &c., does not consist in anything,
which expresses essence, and therefore we cannot say that
God is its cause.
For instance, Nero's matricide, in so far
as it comprehended
anything positive, was not a crime ; the
same outward act was perpetrated,
and the same matricidal
intention was entertained
by Orestes;
who, nevertheless,
is not blamed--at
any rate, not so much as Nero.
Wherein,
then, did Nero's crime consist ? In nothing else, but that
by his deed he showed himself to be ungrateful,
unmerciful, and disobedient.
Certainly
none of these qualities
express aught of essence, therefore
God was not the cause
of them, though He was the cause of Nero's act and
intention.
Further,
I would have you observe, that, while we speak
philosophically,
we ought not to employ theological phrases.
For, since theology frequently,
and not unwisely, represents GOd as a perfect man, it is often expedient in theology to say, that God desires a given thing, that He is angry
at the actions of the wicked, and delights in those of the
good.
But in philosophy,
when we clearly perceive that
the attributes which make men perfect can as ill be ascribed
and assigned to God, as the attributes
which go to make
perfect the elephant and the ass can be ascribed to man ;
here I say these aud similar phrases have no place, nor cau
we employ them without causing extreme confusion in our
conceptions.
Hence, in the language
of philosophy,
it
cannot be said that God desires anything of any man. or
that anything is displeasing or pleasing to Him : all these
are human qualities and have no place in God.
I would have it observed,
that although the actions of
the good (that is of those who have a clear idea of God,
whereby all their actions and their thoughts
are determined) and of the wicked (that is of those who do not
possess the idea of God, but only the ideas of earthly
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things, whereby their actions and thoughts are determined),
and, in fact, of all things that are, necessarily
flow from
God's eternal laws and decrees;
yet they do not differ
from one another in degree only, but also in essence.
A
mouse no less than an angel, and sorrow no less than joy
depend on God ; yet a mouse is not a kind of angel, neither
is sorrow a kind of joy.
I think I have thus answered
your objections, if I rightly understand them, for I sometimes doubt, whether the conclusions which you deduce are
not foreign to the proposition
you are undertaldng
to
prove.
However, this will appear more clearly, if I answer the
questions you proposed on these principles.
First, Whether
murder is as acceptable to God as alms-giving ? Secondly,
Whether stealing is as good in relation to God ashonesty ?
Thirdly and lastly, Whether if there be a mind so framed,
that it would agree with, rather than be repugnant to its
proper nature, to give way to lust, and to commit crimes,
whether, I repeat, there can be any reason given, why such
a mind should do good and eschew evil ?
To your first question, I answer, that I do not ]mow,
speal_ng as a philosopher, what you mean by the words
"acceptable
to God."
If you ask, whether God does not
hate the wicked, and love the good ? whether God does not
regard the former with dislike, and the latter with favour ?
I answer, No.
If the meaning of your question is: Are
murderers and ,.]msgivers
equally good and perfect ? my
answer is again in the negative.
To your second question, I reply : If, by "good in relation to God," you mean
that the honest man confers a favour on God, and the
thief does Him an injury, I answer that neither the honest
man nor the thief can cause God any pleasure or displeasure.
If you mean to ask, whether the actions of each,
in so far as they posssess reality, and are caused by God,
are equally perfect ? I reply that, if we merely regard the
actions and the manner of their execution, both may be
equally perfect.
If you, therefore, inquire whether the
thief and the honest man are equally perfect and blessed ?
I answer, No.
For, by an honest man, I mean one who
always desires, that everyone should possess that which is
his.
This desire, as I prove in my Ethics (as yet unpub-
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lished), necessarily derives its origin in the pious from the
clear knowledge which they possess, of God and of themselves.
As a thief has no desire of the kind, he is necessarily without the knowledge of God and of tfimself--in
other words, without the chief element of our blessedness.
If you further
ask, What causes you to perform a given
,_tion, which I call virtuous, rather than another ? I reply,
that I cannot know which method,
out of the infinite
methods at His disposal, God employs to determine you to
the said action.
It may be, that God has impressed
you
with a clear idea of Himself, so that you forget the world
for love of Him, and love your fellow-men as yourself ; it is
plain that such a disposition
is at variance with those
dispositions
which are called bad, and, therefore,
could
not co-exist with them in the same man.
However, this is not the place to expound all the foundations of my Ethics, or to prove all that I have advanced; I
am now only concerned
in answering your questions, and
defending myself against them.
Lastly, as to your third question, it assumes a contradiction, and seems to me to be, as though one asked : If it
agreed better with a man's nature that he should hang
himself, could any reasons be given for his not hanging
himself?
Can such a nature
possibly exist?
If so, I
maintain
(whether
I do or do not grant free will), that
such an one, if he sees that he can bye more conveniently
on the gallows than sitting at his own table, would act
most foolishly, if he did not hang himself.
So anyone who
clearly saw that_ by committing
crimes, he would enjoy a
really more perfect and better life and existence, than he
could attain by the practice of virtue, would be fooIish if
he did not act on his convictions.
For, with such a perverse
human nature as his, crime would become virtue.
As to the other question, which you add in your postscript, seeing that one might ask a hundred such in an hour,
without arriving
at a conclusion about any, and seeing
that you yourself do not press for an answer, I will send
llone.

I will now only subscribe

myself,

&c.
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BLYENBERGH

TO

l'L_m_ xxxvxl.
(x_/]-V.)

_PINOZA.

[Blyenbergh, who had been to see Spinoza, asks the /after go
send him a re_ort of their conversation, and to answ_ five
fresh _estion_.
(DordreeM, 27th March, 1665.)]

Om_ed.

LETTER xxx-v]_.
SPINOZA

(xxvH.)

TO BLYENBERGH.

[Spinoza declines further
correspondence with Blyenbergh,
but says he will give ezplanatio_
of certain points by word

of mouth. (Voorburg, 8rg June, 1665.)3 L
F_IEND XND Sia,--When
your letter, dated 27th March,
_vas delivered to me, I was just starting for Amsterdam.
], therefore,
after reading half of it, left it at home, to be
answered
on my return : for I thought it dealt only with
questions
raised in our first controversy.
However,
a
second l_erusal showed me, that it embraced a far wider
subject, and not only asked me for a proof of what, in
nay preface to "Principles
of Cartesian
Philosophy,"
I
wrote (with the object of merely stating, without
proving
vr urging my opinion), but also requested
me to impart a
great portion of my Ethics,
which, as everyone knows,
_aght to be based on physics and metaphysics.
For this
reason, I have been unable to allow myself to satisfy your
demands.
I wished to await an opportunity
for begging
you, in a most friendly way, by word of mouth, to withdraw your request, for giving you my reasons for refusal,
and for showing that your inquiries
do not promote
the
1 The true date of this letter is June 3rd, as appears from the Dutch
original
printed in Van Vloteffs
Supplementum.
The former
editors
4_ave April.
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solution of our first controversy, but, on the contrary, are
for the most part entirely
dependent
on its previous
settlement.
So far are they not essential to the understanding of my doctrine concerning necessity, that they cannot be
apprehended,
unless the latter question
is understood
first.
However, before such an opportunity
offered, a
second letter reached me this week, appearing to convey
a certain sense of displeasure
at my delay.
Necessity,
therefore, has compelled me _o write you these few words,
to acquaint you more fully with my proposal and decision.
I hope that, when the facts of the case are before you, you
will, of your own accord, desist from your request, and
will still remain kindly disposed towards me. I, for my
part, will, in all things, according
to my power, prove
myself your, &c_

LE_2E
SPINOZA

TO

(Treating

R :_X_rY.

CHRISTIAN

HUYOHENS.

of the Unity o/God.)

I)ISTZNGWSH_
SIn,--The
demonstration
of the unity
of God, on the ground that His nature involves necessary
existence, which you asked for, and I took note of, I have
been prevent_l
by various business from sending to you
before.
In order to accomplish
my purpose, I will premiseI. That the true definition of anything
includes nothing
except the simple nature of the thing defined.
From this
it follows-IT. That no definition can involve or express a multitude
or a given number
of individuals,
inasmuch as it involves
and expresses nothing except the nature of the thing as it
is in itself.
For instance, the definition of a triangle ineludes nothing beyond the simple nature of a triangle ; it
does not include any given number of triangles.
In like
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manner, the definition of the mind as a thinking thing, or
the definition of God as a perfect Being, includes nothing
beyond the natures of the mind and of God, not a given
number of minds or gods.
III. That for everything that exists there must necessarily be a positive cause, through which it exists.
IV. This cause may be situate either in the nature and
definition of the thing itself (to wit, because existence belongs to its nature or necessarily includes it), or externally
to the thing.
From these premisses it follows, that if any given num.
bet of individuals
exists in nature, there must be one or
more causes, which have been able to produce exactly that
number of individuals, neither more nor less.
If, for instance, there existed in nature twenty men (in order to
avoid all confusion, I will assume that these all exist together as primary entities), it is not enough to investigate
the cause of human nature in general, in order to account
for the existence of these twenty;
we must also inquire
into the reason, why there exist exactly twenfy men, neither
more nor less. For (by our third hypothesis) for each man a
reason and a cause must be forthcoming, whyhe should exist.
But this cause (by our second and third hypotheses) cannot
be contained in the nature of man himself; for the true
definition of man does not involve the number of twenty
men.
Hence (by our fourth hylmthesis ) the cause for the
existence of these twenty men, and consequently
for the
existence of each of them, must exist externally to them.
We may thus absolutely conclude, that all things, which
are conceived to exist in the plural number, must necessarily be produced by external causes and not by the force
of their own nature.
But since (by our second hyl_thesis )
necessary existence appertains
to the nature of God, His
true definition must necessarily include necessary existence:
therefore from _i_ true definition His necessary existence
must be inferred. But from His true definition (as I have
already demonstrated
from our second and third hypotheses) the necessary existence of many gods cannot be
inferred.
Therefore there only follows the existence of a
8ingle God. Which was to be proved.
This, distinguished
Sir, has now seemed to me the bc_i
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method for demonstrating the proposition. I have also
proved it differently by means of the distinction between
essence and existence; but bearing in mind the object you
mentioned to me, I have preferred to send you the demonstration given above. I hope it will satisfy you, and I _]1
await your reply, meanwhile remaining, &c.
Voorburg,7 Jan._ 1666.

LETTER_.
SPINOZA

TO

_v.)

CHRISTIAN

HUYGHENS.

Further arguments for the unity of God.
DISTn_OUZSHEDSna,--In your last letter, written on
March 30th, you have excellently elucidated the point,
which was somewhat obscure to me in your letter of
February 10th. As I now kmow your opinion, I will set
forth the state of the question as you conceive it; whether
there be only a single Being who subsists by his own sufficiency or force ? I not only affirm this to be so, but also
undertake to prove it from the fact, that the nature of
such a Being necessarily involves existence ; perhaps it may
also be readily proved from the understanding of GOd (as
I set forth, "Principles of Cartesian Philosophy," I.
Prop. i.), or from others of His attributes. Before treating
of the subject I will briefly show, as preliminaries, what
proteges must be possessed by a Being including necessairY,It
existence.
must beToeternal.
wit :_ For if a definite duration be
assigned to it, it would beyond that definite duration be
conceived as non-existent, or as not involving necessary
existence, which would be contrary to its definition.
IL It must be simple, not made up of parts. For parts
must in nature and knowledge be prior to the whole they
compose: this could not be the case with regard to that
mhich is eternal.
111. It cannot be conceived as determinate, but only as
infinite. For, if the nature of the said Being were deter1I.

A
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minate, and conceived as determinate,
that nature would
beyond the said limits be conceived as non-existent,
which
again is contrary to its definition.
IV. It is indivisible.
For if it were divisible, it could he
_ivided into parts, either of the same or of different nature.
If the latter, it could be destroyed
and so not exist, which
is contrary to its definition ; if the former, each part would
in itself include
necessary
existence,
and thus one part
could
exist without
others,
and consequently
be conceived as so existing.
Hence the nature of the Being
would be comprehended
as finite, which, by what has been
said, is contrary to its definition
Thus we see that, in
attempting
to ascribe to such a Being any imperfection,
we straightway
fall into contradictions.
For, whether the
imperfection
which we wish to assign to the said Being be
situate in any defect, or in limitations
possessed
by its
nature, or in any change which it might, through deficiency
of power, undergo
from external
causes, we are always
brought back to the contradiction,
that a nature which involves necessary existence, does not exist, or does not necessarily exist.
I conclude, therefore--¥. That everything,
which includes necessary existence,
cannot have in itself any imperfection,
but must express
pure perfection.
VI. Further,
since only from perfection can it come
about, that any Being should exist by its own sufficiency
and force, it follows that, if we assume a Being to exist by
its own nature, but not to express all perfections,
we mus_
further
suppose that another Being exists, which does comprehend in itself all perfections.
For, if the less powerful
Being exists by its own sufficiency, how much more must
the more powerful so exist ?
Lastly, to deal with the question, I affirm that there call
only be a single Being, of which the existence belongs to it_
natllre ; such a Being which possesses in itself all perfections I will call God.
If there be any Being to whose
nature existence belongs, such a Being can contain in itself
no imperfeetio_,,
but must (by my fifth premiss)
express
every perfection;
therefore,
the nature
of such a Bein_
seems to belong to God (whose existence we are bound t4,
,_.ffirm by Premiss VI.), inasmuch as He has in Himself all
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perfections and no imperfections.
Nor can it exist externally
to God.
For if, externally to God, there existed one and
the same nature involving necessary existence, such nature
would be twofold; but this, by what we have just shown,
is absurd.
Therefore there is nothing save God, but there
is a single God, that involves necessary existence, which
was to be proved.
Such, distinguished
Sir, are the arguments
I can now
produce for demonstrating
this question.
I hope I may
also demonstrate to you, that I am, &c,
Voorburg_

10 April s 1666

LETTER
SPINOZA

[_rther
dlsc_s_n
as'ks for advice
1666.)]

TO

XLI.
CHRISTIAN

_.)
HUYGHENS.

ooncerni_g the unity of God.
Spinoza
about polishing ler_ses. (Voorburg, May,

DISTINGUISHED SIR,--I
have been by one means or
another prevented from answering sooner your letter, dated
19th May.
As I gather that you suspend your judgment
with regard to most of the demonstration
I sent you (owing,
I believe, to the obscurity
you find in it), I will here endeavour to explain its meaning more clearly.
First I enumerated
four properties,
which a Being existing by its own sufficiency or force must possess.
These
four, and others like them, I reduced in my fifth observation to one.
Further,
in order to deduce all things necessary for the demonstration
from a single premiss,
I endeavoured
in my sixth ob'_ervation
to demonstrate
the
existence of God from the given hypothesis ; whence, lastly,
talcing (as you know) nothing beyond the ordinary meaning of the terms, I drew the desired conclusion.
Such, in brief, was my purpose and such my aim.
I will
now explain the meaning of each step singly, and will first
mtart with the aforesaid four properties.
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In the first you fine[ no dlmeulty, nor is it any_hlng but,
as in the case of the second, an axiom. B_ simple I merely
mean not compound, or not made up of parts differing
in
nature or other parts agreeing in nature.
This demonstration is assuredly universal.
The sense of my third observation
(that if the Being be
thought, it cannot be conceived as limited by thought, bu_
only as infinite, and similarly, if it be extension, it cannot
be conceived as limited by extension) you have excellently
perceived, though you say you do not perceive the con.
clusion ; this last is based on the fact, that a conCxadiction
is involved in eonceiwug under the category of non-existence anything, whose definition includes or (what is the
same thing) affirms existence.
And since determination
implies nothing positive, but only a limitation of the existence of the nature conceived as determinate,
it follows that
that, of which the definition affirms existence, cannot be
conceived as determinate.
For instance, if the term extension included necessary existence,
it would be alike impossible to conceive extension without existence and existence without extension.
If this were established,
it would
be impossible to conceive determinate
extension.
For, if it
be conceivedas determinate,
it must be determined
by its
own nature, that is by extension, and this extensiou, whereby it is determined,
must be conceived under the category
of non-existence,
which by the hypothesis
is obviously a
contradiction.
In my fourth observation, I merely wished
to show, that such a Being could neither be divided into
parts of the same nature or parts of a different nature,
whether those of a different nature iuvolved necessary existence or not.
If, I said, we adopt the second view, the
Being would be destroyed ; for destruction
is merely the
resolution
of a thing into parts
so that none of them
expresses the nature of the whole; if we adopt the first
view, we should be in contradiction
with the first three
properties.
In my fifth observation,
Imerely asserted, that perfection
consists in being, and imperfection
in the privation
of
being.
I say the privation ; for although
extension denies
of itself thought,
this argues no imperfection
in it.
It
would be an imperfection
in it, if it were in any degree
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deprived of extension, as it would be, if it were determinate
;
or again, if it lacked duration, position, &c.
My sixth observation
you accept absolutely, and yet you
say, that your whole
difficulty
remains
(inasmuch
as
there may be, you think, several self-existent
entities of
different
nature;
as for inst_uce thought
and extension
are different and perhaps subsist by their own sufficiency).
I am, therefore, forced to believe, that you attribute to my
observation
a meaning quite different
from the one intended by me.
I think I can discern your interpretation
of it; however, in order to save time, I will merely set
forth my own meaning.
I say then, as regards my sixth
observation, that if we assert t_hat anything, which is indeterminate and perfect only after its kind, exists by its own
sufficiency, we must also grant the existence of a Being indeterminate
and perfect absolutely;
such a Being I will
caU God.
If, for example, we wish to assert that extension
or thought (which are each perfect after their kind, that is,
in a given sphere of being) exists by its own sufficien%v, we
must grant also the existence of God, who is absolutely
perfect, that is of a Being absolutely
indeterminate.
I
would here direct attention
to what I have just said with
regard _o the term imperfectio_ ; namely, that it signifies
that a thing is deficient in some quality, which, nevertheless, belongs to its nature.
For instance,
extension can
only be called imperfect in respect of duration, position, or
iqnantity : that is, as not enduring
longer, as not ret_]nlng
ts position, or as not being greater.
It can never be called
imperfect, because it does not think, inasmuch as its nature
requires nothing of the kind, but consists solely in extension, that is in a certain sphere of being.
Only in respect
to its own sphere can it be called determinate
or indeterminate, perfect or imperfect.
Now, since the nature of God
is not confined to a certain sphere of being, but exists in
being, which is absolutely indeterminate,
so His nature also
demands everything which perfectly expresses being ; otherwise His nature would be determin_.te
and deficient.
This being so, it follows that there can be only one
Being, namely God, who exists by His own force.
If, for
_he sake of an illustration,
we assert, that extension involves existence;
it is, _herefore, necessary that it shout_
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be eternal
and indeterminate,
and express absolutely
no imperfection,
but perfection.
Hence extension
will
apperta_
to God, or will be something
which in some
fashion expresses the nature of God, since God is a Being,
who not only in a certain respect but absolutely is in essence
indeterminate
and omnipotent.
What we have here said
by way of illustration regarding extension must be asserted
of all that we ascribe a similar existence to, I, therefore,
conclude as in my former letter, that there is nothing
external to God, but that God alone exists by His own
sufficiency.
I think I have said enough to show the meaning of my former letter ; however, of this you will be the
best judge. • = . . =
(The rest of the letter is occuFied with details abaut the
polishing of lenses.)

LETTER
SP_ozA

To * * • .

XI_A.
e_ (_y

or June, 1665).

[_pinoza urges his corresTondent
to be diligent in stud_ing
philosoThy, promises £o send Tart of the _thics, and adds
some personal deta_s.]
D_A__ F_IEND,---I do not know whether you have quite
forgotten me; but there are many circumstances
which
lead me to suspect it. First, when I was setting out on
my journey,:
I wished to bid you good-bye;
and, after
your own invitation,
thinking X should certainly find you
at home, heard that you had gone to the Hague.
I return
to Voorburg, nothing doubting but that you would at least
have visited me in passing; but you, forsooth,
without
greeting your friend, went back home.
Three weeks have
I waited, without getting sight of a letter from you.
If
you wish this opinion of mine to be changed, you may
easily ch_.nge it by writing;
and you can, at the same
' Probably J. Bresser, a member of the Spinozistic Society formed at
Amsterdam. See note to Letter XLIL
See Letter XX.XVIIL, wh ell fixes approximately the date of thm_.
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time, point out a means of entering into a correspondence,
as we once talked of doing at your house.
Meanwhile, I should like to ask you, nay I do beg and
entreat you, by our friendship,
to apply yourself to some
serious work with real study, and to devote the chief part of
your life to the cultivation
of your understanding
and
your soul.
Now, while there is time, and before you complain of having let time and, indeed, your own self slip by.
Further, in order to set our correspondence
on foot, and to
give you courage to write to me more freely, I would have
you know that I have long thought,
and, indeed, been
almost certain, that you are somewhat too diffident of your
own abilities, and that you are afraid of advancing some
question or proposal unworthy of a man of leazning.
It
does not become me to praise you, and expatiate
on your
talents to your face; but, if you are afraid that I shall
show your letters to others, who will laugh at you, I give
you my word of honour, that I will religiously keep them,
and will show them to no mortal without your leave.
On
these conditipns,
you may enter on a correspondence,
unless you doubt of my good faith, which I do not in the
leaat believe.
I want to hear your opinion on this in your
first letter; and you may, at the same time, send me the
conserve of red roses, though I am now much better.
After my journey, I was once bled ; but the fever did
not cease, though I was somewhat more active than before
the bleeding, owing, I think, to the change of air; but I
was two or three times laid up with a tertian.
This, however, by good diet, I have at length driven away, and sent
about its business.
Where it has gone, I know not ; but I
am taldug cave it does not return here.
As regards
the third part of my philosophy,
I will
shortly send it you, if you wish to be its transmitter,
or to
our friend De Vries ; and, although
I had settled not to
send any of it, till it was finished, yet, as it takes longer
than I thought, I am unwilling to keep you waiting.
I
will send up to the eightieth proposition,
or thereabouts. 1
Of Eughsh
affairs I hear a good deal, but nothing for
certain.
The people continue to be apprehensive, and can
I ,lnne third
united

and

fourth

par_ of the Ethu:_

were

probably

origmall5
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see no reason, why the fleet should not be despatched;
but
the matter does not yet seem to be set on foot.
I am
afraid our rulers want to be overwise and prudent ; but
the event will show wha_ they intend, and what they will
attempt.
May the gods turn it all to good.
I want to
know, what our people think, where you are, and what they
know for certain; but, above all things, I want you to
believe me, &c.
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I. B. l

the be_ _eth_,
by which we _y
the knowledge of things.]

safely _ri_e

MOST
LEARNED
SIR AND DEAREST
FRIEND,----I
have not
been able hitherto to answer your last letter, received some
time back.
I have been so hindered by various occupations and calls on my time, that I am hardly yet free from
them.
However, as I have a few spare moments, I do not
want to fall short of my duty, but take this first opportunity of heartily thanldng you for your affection and kindness towards me, which you have often displayed in your
actions, and now also abundantly prove by your letter.
I pass on to your question, which runs as follows : "Is
there, or can there be, any method by which we may, without hindrance, arrive at the knowledge
of the most excellent things? or are our minds, like our bodies, subject to
the vicissitudes of circumstance, so that our thoughts are
governed rather by fortune than by skill ?"
I think I
shall satisfy you, if I show that there must necessarily be
a method, whereby we are able to direct our clear and distinct perceptions, and that our mind is not, like our body,
subject to the vicissitudes
of circumstance.

i I. B. has been identified by some with John Bredenburg, a citizen
of Rotterdam, who translated into Latin (1675) a Dutch attack on the
Tractatus Theologico-Politicus, but the tone of the letter renders this
improbable. Murr and Van Vloten think that L B. may be the physmlan, John Bresser, who prefixed some verses to the "' :Principles of
Cartesian Philosophy."
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This conclusion may be based simply on the consideration
that one clear and distinct perception, or several such
together, can be absolutely the cause of another clear and
distinct perception.
Now, all the clear and distinct perceptions, which we form, can only arise from other clear and
distinct perceptions,
which are in us ; nor do they acknowledge any cause external to us. Hence it follows that the
clear and distinct perceptions, which we form, depend solely
on our nature, and on its certain and fixed laws ; in other
words, on our absolute power, not on fortune--that
is, not
on causes which, although also acting by certain and fixed
laws, are yet unknown to us, and alien to our nature and
power.
As regards other perceptions,
I confess that they
depend chiefly on fortune.
Hence clearly appears, what
the true method ought to be like, and what it ought chiefly
to consist in--namely,
solely in the knowledge of the pure
understanding,
and its nature and laws.
In order that
such knowledge
may be acquired, it is before all things
necessary to distinguish
between the understanding
and
the imagination,
or between ideas which are true and the
rest, such as the fictitious, the false, the doubtful,
and
absolutely all which depend solely on the memo_-.
For
the understanding
of these matters, as far as the method
requires, there is no need to know the nature of the mind
through its first cause ; it is sufficient to put together a short
history of the mind, or of perceptions, in the manner taught
by Verulam.
I think that in these few words I have explained and
demonstrated
the true method, and have, at the same time,
poi_i
out the way of acquiring
it. It only remains to
remind you, that all these questions demand asslduous
study, and great firmness of disposition and purpose.
In
order to f_]fi] these conditions, it is of prime necessity to
follow a fixed mode and plan of living, and to set before
one some definite aim
But enough
of this for the
present, &c.
Yoorbarg, !0 June, 1666.
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SPINOZA To I. v. M. _
[Spinoza solve, for his friend ar_ arithmetical _rroblem eon.
neeted with game* of chance.
(Voorburg, Oct. 1, 1666.)]
Omitted.
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X'LIV. [t_emarks on Descartes" treatise on 072tic#.]
[Remarks on 8ome alchemistic e_t,,
on the thira
and fourth meditations of De*carte,, amd on 01_tics. ]
_T,'VI.
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('KI__V.)

SPxNOZA To I.L
[819inoza begs his friend to sto?2 the trrlntlruj of the Dutch
version of the Tractatus
Theolvgico.Poliiicus.
Some remarl_ on a pernicious 2am2hla,
"Homo Politieu_,"
and
on Thales of Miletus.]
MOST COURTEOUS SIR,_When
Professor
B. N. visited
me the other day, he told me that my Theologico-Political
Treatise has been translated
into Dutch, and that someone,
whose name he did not know, was about printing it. With
regard to this, I earnestly beg you to inquire carefully into
the business, and, if possible, stop the printing.
This is the
I It is not known who
written
in Dutch
2 I.I.
l_r.bably
Jarig
Mennonite.
IIe translated

I. v. M. was.

Letters

Jelhs,
a merchant
the Opera Posthuma

XLIIL-XLVII.

were

of Amsterdam
and
into Dutch,
1677.

a
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request not only of myself, but of many of my friends an_t
acquaintances,
who would be sorry to see the book placed
under an in_rdict,
as it undoubtedly
would be, if published in Dutch.
I do not doubt, but that you will do this
service to me and the cause.
One of my friends sent me a short time since a pamphlet
called "Homo Politicus," of which I had heard much.
I
have read it, and find it to be the most pernicious work
which men could devise or invent.
Rank and riches are
the author's highest good ; he adapts his doctrine accordingly, and shows the means to acquire them; to wit, by
inwardly rejecting all rel_ion, and outwardly professing
whatever best serves his own advancement,
also by keeping faith with no one, except in so far as he himself is
profited thereby.
For the rest, to feign, to make promises
and break them, to lie, to swear falsely, and many such
like practices call forth his highest praises.
When I had
finished reading the book, I debated whether I should
write a pamphlet
indirectly
aimed against
its author,
wherein I should treat of the highest good and show the
troubled and wretched condition of those who are covetous
of rank and riches ; finally proving by very plain reasoning and many examples, that the insatiable desire for rank
and riches must bring and has brought ruin to states.
How much better and more excellent than the doctrines
of the aforesaid writer are the reflections
of Thales of
_iletus,
appears from the following.
All the goods of
friends, he says, are in common ; wise men are the friends
of the gods, and all things belong to the gods ; therefore
all things belong to the wise.
Thus in a single sentence,
this wisest of men accounts himself most rich. rather by
nobly despising
riches than by sordidly
seeking them.
In other passages he shows that the wise lack riches, not
from necessity, but from choice.
]?or when his friends reproached him with his poverty he answered, "])o you wish
me to show you, that I could acquire what I deem unworthy of my labour, but you so diligently seek?" On their
answering in the affirmative, he hired every oil-press in the
whole of Greece (for being a distinguished
astrologer he
knew that the olive harvest would be as abundant
as in
_revlous years it had been scanty), and sub-let at his own
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price what he had hired for a very small sum, thus acqhiring in a single year a large fortune,
which he bestowed
liberally as he had gained it industriously,
&c_
The Hague,

17 Feb.,

1671.
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Written by a physician,
Lambert
de Yelthuysen,
to
Isaac Orobio, and forwarded by the latter to Spinoza.
It
contains a detailed attack on the Tl_ctatus
TheologicoPoliticus. Its tenor may be sufficiently seen from Spinoza's
reply.
(Written
at Utrecht, January. 24th, 1671.)
Velthuysen afterwards became more friendly to Spinoza, as
appears from Letter LXXV.
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ISAAC

OROBIO.

1

[A defence of the Tractatus Theolo_o-Politi_:_,.
Hague, 1671.)]

(The

MOST LEARNED SxR,--You doubtless wonder why I have
kept you so long waiting.
I could hardly bring myself to
reply to the pamphlet of that person, which you thought
fit to send me; indeed I only do so now because of my
promise.
However, in order as far as possible to humour
my feelings, I will f_]fil my engagement in as few words as
I can, and will briefly show how perversely he has interpreted my meaning;
whether
through
malice or through
ignorance
I cannot readily
say. But to the matter in
hand.
First he says, "that it i_ of little _
to know what
_ation l belong to, or what sort of life l lead."
Truly, ifhe
1 The rough copy of this letter is still preserved, and contains many
stroug expressmns of Spinoza's indignation against Velthuysen, which
he _fterwardssuppre_ed or mitigated.
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had known, he would not so easily have persuaded himself that I teach Atheism.
For Atheists are wont gr_dfiv
to covet rank and riches, which I have always despised, a_s
all who ]mow me are aware.
Again, in order to smooth
his path to the object he has in view, he says that, '"I am
possessed of no mean talents," so that he may, forsooth,
more easily convince his readers, that I have knowingly
and cunningly with evil intent argued for the cause of the
deists, in order to discredit it.
This contention sufficiently
shows that he has not understood
my reasons.
For who
could be so cunning and clever, as to be able to a_lvance
under false pretences so many and such good reasons for a
doctrine which he did not believe in ? Who will pass for
an honest writer in the eves of a man, that thinks one may
argue as soundly for fiction as for truth ? But after all
am not astonished.
I)escartes was formerly served in the
same way by ¥o_t, and the most honourable
writers axe
constantly thus treated.
He goes on to say, "In order to shun the reTroach of
superstition, he seems to me to have thrown off all religion."
What this writer means by religion and what by superstition, I ]mow not. But I would ask, whether a man throws
off all religion, who maintains that God must be acknowledged as the highest good, and must, as such, be loved
with a free mind ? or, again, that the reward of virtue is
virtue itself, while the punishment
of folly and weal,mess is
folly itself ? or, lastly, that every, man ought to love Ins
neighbour,
and to obey the commands
of the supreme
power?
Such doctrines
I have not only expressly stated,
but have also demonstrated
them by very solid reasoning.
However, I think I see the mud wherein this person sticks.
He finds nothing in virtue and the understanding
in themselves to please him, but would prefer to live in accordance
with his passions, if it were not for the single obstacle that
he fears punishment.
He abstains from evil actions, and
obeys the divine commands like a slave, with unwillingness
and hesitation, expecting as the reward of his bonda_oe to
be recompensed
by GOd with gifts far more pleasing than
divine love, and greater
in proportion
to his dislike to
goodness
and consequent
unwillingness
¢o practise
it.
Hence it comes to pass, that he believes that all, who aro
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not restrained by this fear, lead a llfe of licence and throw
off all religion.
But this I pass over, and proceed to the
deduction,
whereby he wishes to show, that "_/th
covert
and d_sguised arguments I teach atheism."
The foundation
of his reasoning is, that he thinks I take away freedom from God, and subject Him to fate.
This is flatly
false.
For I have maintained,
that all things follow by
inevitable necessity from the nature of God, in the same
way as all maintain that it follows from the nature of God,
that He understands
Himself:
no one denies that this
latter consequence
follows necessarily
from the divine
nature, yet no one conceives that God is constrained by
any fate;
they believe
that He understands
_[imself
with entire freedom, though necessarily.
I find nothing
here, that cannot be perceived
by everyone;
if, nevertheless, my adversary thinks that these arguments
are
advanced
with evil intent, what does he think of his
own Descar_s,
who asserted that nothing is done by us,
which has not been pre-ordained
by God, nay, that we are
newly created as it were by God every moment, though
none the less we act according to our own free will ?
This, as Descartes himself confesses, no one can understand.
Further, this inevitable
necessity
in things destroys
neither divine laws nor human.
For moral principles,
whether they have received from God the form of laws or
not, are nevertheless
divine and salutary.
Whether
we
accept the good, which follows from virtue and the divine
love, as given us by God as a judge, or as emanating from
the necessity of the divine nature, it is not in either case
more or less to be desired ; nor are the evils which follow
from evil actions less to be feared, because they follow
necessarily:
finally, whether we act under necessity
or
freedom, we are in either case led by hope and fear. Wherefore the assertion is false, "that I maintain that t_re is no
room left for trreceTt8 and comnmnds."
Or as he goes on to
say, "that there is no ezTectation of reward or l_unish_nt,
since all things are ascribed to fate, and are Bald to ]law _¢i_h
_nevltable necessity from God."
I do not here inquire, why it is the same, or a]n_ost the
•_,me to say that all things necessarily flow from God, as
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to say that God is universal ; but I would have you observe
the _nsinuation which he not less maliciously subjoins,
•' that I wish that men should lyractise virtue, not because of
the Io'receptsand law of God, or through hope of reward and
fear of punishment, but," &c. Such a sentiment you will
assuredly not find anywhere in my treatise: on the contrary, I have expressly stated in Chap. IV., that the sum
of the divine law (which, as I have said in Chap. II., has
been divinely inscribed on our hearts), and its chief precept is, to love God as the highest good : not, indeed, from
the fear of any punishment, for love cannot spring from
fear; nor for the love of anything which we desire for our
Dwn delight, for then we should love not God, but the
object of our desire.
I have shown in the same chapter, that God revealed
this law to the prophets, so that, whether it received from
God the form of a command, or whether we conceive it
to be like God's other decrees, which involve eternal
necessity and truth, it will in either case remain God's
decree and a salutary principle. Whether I love God in
freedom, or whether I love Him from the necessity of the
divine decree, I shall nevertheless love God, and shall be
in a state of salvation. Wherefore, I can now declare here,
that this person is one of that sort, of whom I have said at
the end of my preface, that I would rather that they utterly
neglected my book, than that by misinterpreting it after
their wont, they should become hostile, and hinder others
without benefiting themselves.
Though I think I have said enough to prove what I intended, I have yet thought it worth while to add a few
observations---namely,
that this person falsely thinks,
that I have in view the axiom of theologians, which draw_
a distinction between the words of a prophet when propounding doctrine, and the same prophet when narrating
an event. If by such an axiom he means that which in
Chap. XV. I attributed to a certain R. Jehuda A1pakhar,
how could he think that I a_oTeewith it, when in that very
chapter I reject it as false ? If he does not mean this, I
confess I am as yet in ignorance as to what he does mean,
and, therefore, could not have had it in view.
Again, I cannot see why he says, that all will adopt my
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opinions, who deny that reason and philosophy
should be
the interpreters of Scripture ; I have refuted the doctrine of
such persons, together with that of Maimonides.
It would take too long to review all the indications he
gives of not having judged me altogether calmly.
I therefore pass on to his conclusion, where he says, "that I have
no arguments left tojarove , that Mahomet wa_ not a true lzro_het."
This he endeavours
to show from my opinions,
whereas from them it clearly follows, that Mahomet was
an impostor, inasmuch as he utterly forbids that freedom,
which the Catholic religion revealed by our natural faculties
rand by the prophets grants, and which I have shown should
be granted in its completeness.
Even if this were not so, am
I, I should like to know, bound to show that any prophet
is false ? Surely the burden lies with the prophets,
to
prove that they are true.
But if he retorts, that Mahomet
also taught the divine law, and gave certain signs of his
mission, as the rest of the prophets did, there is surely no
reason why he should deny, that Mahomet also was a true
prophet.
As regards the Turks and other non-Christian
nations;
if they worship God by the practice of justice and charity
towards their neighbour, I believe that they have the spirit
of Christ, and are m a state of salvation, whatever they
may ignorantly hold with regard to Mahomet and oracles.
Thus you see, my friend, how far this man has strayed
from the truth; nevertheless, I grant that he has inflicted
the greatest injury, not on me but on himself, inasmuch as
he has not been ashamed to declare, that "under disguised
and covert arguments I teach atheism."
I do not think, that you will find any expressions I have
used against this man too severe.
However, if there be
any of the kind which offend you, I beg you to correct
them, as you shall think fit. I have no disposition to irritate him, whoever he may be, and to raise up by my labours
enemies against myself ; as this is often the result of disputes like the present, I could scarcely prevail on myself to
reply--nor
should I have prevailed, if I had not promised.
Farewell.
I commit to your prudence this letter, and
myself, who am, &c.
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TO
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[Of tJ_ difference between the politleal theories of Hobbes and
_l_inoza, of the Unity of God, of the notion of figure, of
the book of a Utrecht Frofessar against the Tractatus Theo.

_'Ol_J_ COURTEOUS
SIR,--_kS
regards political
theories,
the difference which you inquire about between Hobbes and
myself, consists in this, that I always preserve natural
right intact, and only allot to the chief magistrates in every
state a right over their subjects commensurate
with the
excess of their power over the power of the subjects.
Tins
is what always takes place in the state of nature.
Again, with regard to the demonstration
which I establish in the appendix to my geometric
exposition of Cartesian principles,
namely, that God can only with great
impropriety
be called one or single, I answer that a thing
can only be called one or single in respect of existence, not
in respect of essence.
For we do not conceive things under
the category of numbers, unless they have first been reduced
to a common genus.
For example, he who holds in his
hand a penny and a crown piece will not think of the twofold number, unless he can call beth the penny and the
crown piece by one and the same name, to wit. coins or
pieces of money.
In the latter case he can say that he
holds two coins or pieces of money, inasmuch as he calls
the crown as well as the penny, a coin, or piece of money.
Hence, it is evident that a thing c_nnot be ca/led one or
single, unless there be afterwards another thing conceived,
which (as has been said) agrees with it. Now, since the
existence of God is lolls essence, and of His essence we can
form no general idea, it is certain, that he who calls GOd
one or .ingle lisa no true idea of God, and speaks of Him
veryimproperly.
As to the doctrine that figure is negation and not anythlna positive, R is plain that the whole of matter considered
i_le_itely
can have no f_lre,
and that figure can only
XX.
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exist in finite and determinate bodies. Fur he who says,
that he perceives a figure, merely indicates thereby, that he
conceives a determinate thing, and how 1_ is determinate.
This determination, therefore, does not _ppertaln to the
_hing according to its being, but, on the contrary, is its
non-being.
As then figure is nothing else than determination, and determination is negation, figure, as has been said,
can be nothing but negation.
The book, which a Utrecht proivssor wrote against mine,
and which was published after Ins death, I saw lying in a
bookseller's window. From the little I then read of it, I
judged it unworthy of perusal, still less of reply. I, therefore, left the book, and its author.
With an inward smile
I reflected, that the most ignorant are ever the most
audacious and the most ready to rush into print. The
Christians seem to me to expose their wares for sale like
hucksters, who always show first that which is worst. The
devil is said to be very cunning, but to my thinldng the
tricks of these people are in cnnning
far beyond his.
Farewell.
The Hague, _ June, 1674.

T,EPZTRLI. (XLV.)
GODFREY

LEIBNITZ

TO SPINOZA.

DISTIN6UISHEDSIR,wAmong your other merits spread
abroad by fame, I understand that you have remarkabh,
skill in optics. I have, therefore, wished to forward my
essay, such as it is, to you, as I am not likely to find a
better critic in this branch of learning. The paper, which
I send you, and which I have styled "a note on advanced
)ptics," has been published with the view of more conveniently making known my ideas to my friends and tht,
_urious in such matters.
I hear that * # * * * is ver_
_lever in the same subject, doubtless he is well known t'c,
you._ If you could obtain for me his opinion and kind
I Probably the name 4_mitted is Diemerbroech,
tnd Cartesian at Utrecht

a learned physicim_
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attention, you would greatly increase my obligation to you.
The paper explains itself.
I believe you have already received the "Prodromo"
of
Francis Lan_ _ the Jesuit, writton in Italian.
Some remarkable observations
on optics are contained in it. John
Oltius too, a young Swiss very learned in these matters,
has published "Physico-Mechauical
Reflections concerning
Vision ;" in which he announces a machine for the polishing all kinds of glasses, very simple and of universal
applicability,
and also declares that he has discovered a
means of collecting all the rays coming from different
points of an object, so as to obtain an equal number of
eorre,cponding points, but only under conditions of a given
distance and form of object.
My proposal is, not that the rays from all points should
be collected and re-arranged (this is with any object el
distance impossible at the present stage of our knowledge) ;
the result I aim at is the equal collection of rays from
points outside the optic axis and in the optic axis, so that
the apertures of glasses could be made of any size desired
without impairing
the distinctness
of vision.
But this
must stand according to your skilled verdict.
Farewell,
and believe me, disf/nguished
Sir, your obedient servant,
GODFREY

J. U. D., Councillor

"LEIBNITZ,

of the Elector

of Mainz.

Frankfort, 5 Oct., 1671 (new st)le).
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TO
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LEIBNITZ.

to the foregoing

letter].

MOST
LEARNED
AND DISTINGUISHED
SIR,--I have read
the paper you were kind enough to send me, and return
you many thanks for the communication.
I regret that I
i Francis
Lamb
of Brescia,
"Prodromo
premesso
all' Arte
laatur_e et artis."

1631-1687.
maestra."

The title Of his b_)k is_
He also wrote " Magi_trt¢
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have not been ab|e quite to follow your meaning, though
you explain it sufficiently clearly, whether you think that
there is any cause for making the apertures of the glasses
small, except that the rays coming from a single point are
not collected accurately at another single point, but in a
small area which we generally call the mechanical point,
and that this small area is greater or less in proportion
to
the size of the aperture.
Further,
I ask whether the
lenses which you call "pandochse"
correct this fault, so
that the mechanical point or small area, on which the rays
coming from a single point are after refraction collected,
always preserves the same proportional
size, whether the
aperture be small or large.
If so, one may enlarge the
aperture as much as one likes, and consequently
these
lenses will be far superior to those of any other shape
known to me ; if not, I hardly see why you praise them so
greatly beyond common lenses.
For circular lenses have
everywhere the same axis ; therefore, when we employ them,
we must regard all the points of an object as placed in the
optic axis ; although all the points of the object be not at
the same distance, the difference arising thence will not be
perceptible,
when the objects
are very remote;
because
then the rays coming from a single point would, as they
enter the glass, be regarded
as parallel.
I thinlr your
lenses might be of service in obtaining
a more distinct
representation
of all the objects, when we wish to include
several objects in one view, as we do, when we employ ve_
large convex circular lenses.
However, I would rather
suspend my judgment
about all these details, till you have
more clearly explained your meaning, as I heartily beg you
to do. I have, as you requested, sent the other copy of
your paper to Mr. * * * *. He answers, that he has at
presentno time to study it,but he hopes to have leisure
in
a week or two.
I have not yet seen the "Prodromo"
of Francis I_na,
nor the "Physico-Mechanical
Reflections"
of John Oltius.
What I more regret is, that your "Physical
Hypothesis"
has not yet come to my h_nds, nor is there a copy for sate
here at the Hague.
The gift, therefore,
which you so
liberally promise me will be most aceeptable to me; if I
can be of use to you in any other matter, you will always
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find me most ready.
I hope you will not think it too irksome to reply to this short note.
DistingmishedSir,
Yours sincerely,
B. DE SPL_OZA.
The Hague, 9 Nov., 1671.
P.S. Mr. ])iemerbroech
does not llve here. I am, therefore, forced to entrust this to an ordinary letter-carrier.
I
doubt not that you know someone at the Hague, who would
take charge of our letters ; I should like to hear of such a
person, that
our correspondence
might
be more conveniently and securely taken care of. If the "Tractatu_
Theologico-Politicus"
has not yet come to your hands, I
will, unless you have any objection, send you a copy.
Farewell
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F&BRITIUS TO SPINOZA.
[Fabr_'_s,under the order and in the _me of the Elector
P_,
offers Spinoza the postof Professor of Philosophy
at Heidelberg, _tnder very liberal rm',_itions.]
MOST RENOWNED Sm,--His
Most Serene Highness the
Elector Palatine, t my most gracious master, commands me
to write to you, who are, as yet, unknown to me, but most
favourably regarded by his Most Serene Highness, and to
inquire of you, whether you are willing to accept an ordinary professorship
of Philosophy
in his illustrious university. An annual salary would be paid to you, equal to that
enjoyed at present by the ordinary professors.
You will
hardly find elsewhere a prince more favourable to distinguished talents, among which he reckons yourself.
You
will have the most ample freedom in philosophical
teaching, which the prince is confident you will not misuse, to
disturb the religion publicly established.
I cannot refrain
_rom seconding the prince's injunction.
I therefore most
Charles
Lewis,
Elee_,r,
1632-1680.
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earnestly beg you to reply as soon as possible, and to
address your answer either under cover to the Most
Sereue Elector's resident at the Hague, Mr. Grotius, or to
Mr. Gilles Van der Hele, so that it may come in the packet
of letters usually sent to the court, or else to avail yourself
of some other convenient opportunity for transmitting it.
I will only add, that if you come here, you will live pleasantly a fife worthy of a philosopher, unless events turn
out quite contrary to our expectation and hope. So faa-ewell
I remain, illustrious Sir,
Your devoted admirer,
I. LEwis FAs_rrr_s.
Professor of the Academy of Heidelberg, and
Councillor of the Elector Palatine.
Heidelberg,

16 Feb.,

1673.

LETTER L_V.(XLVm.)
SPINOZA

TO FABRITIUS.

[82inoza than_ the Elector for his kind ofer, but, o_ng to
his unwillingness to teach in Tublic, a_d other cause.s,
humbl_ begs to be allo_ed ti/me to coasider
it.]
DisTINGvis_si) SIR,--If I had ever desired to take a
professorship in any faculty, I could not have wished for
any other than that which is offered to me, through you,
by His Most Serene Highness the Elector Palatine, especially because of that freedom in philosophical teaching,
which the most gracious prince is Mnd enough to grant,
not to speak of the desire which I have long entertained,
to live under the rule of a prince, whom all men admire
for his wisdom.
But sinceithasneverbeen my wish toteachin public,
I havebeenvnabletoinducemyselfto acceptthissplendidopportunity,
though I havelongdeliberated
aboutit.
I think,inthefirst
place,
thatI shouldabandonphilosophicalresearch if I consented to find time for teaching
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young students
I think, in the second place, that I do
not know the ]_m_ts,within which the freedom of my philosophical teaching would be confined, if I am to avoid all
appearance of disturbing the publicly established religion.
Religious quarrels do not arise so much from ardent zeal
for religion, as from men's various dispositions and love of
contradiction, which causes them to habitually distort and
condemn everything, however rightly it may have been
said. I have experienced these results in my private and
secluded station, how much more should I have to fear
them after my elevation to this pest of honour.
Thus you see, distinguished Sir, that I am not holding
back in the hope of getting something better, but through
my love of quietness, which I think I can in some measure
secure, if I keep away from lecturing in public. I therefore most earnestly entreat you to beg of the Most Serene
Elector, that I may be allowed to consider further about
this mat"_er, and I also ask you to conciliate the favour of
the most gracious prince to his most devoted admirer,
thus increasing the obligations of your sincere friend,
B.
The Hague,

30 March,
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[A friend asks STinoza' s opinion about Ghos_.]
DIs_r_ovisg_.D SIR,--My reason for writing to you is,
that I want to lmow your opinion about apparitions and
ghosts or spectres ; if you admit their existence, what do
you think about them, and how long does their life last ?
For some hold them to be mortal, others immortal.
As I
am doubtful whether you a_mlt their existence, I will
proceed no further.
Meanwhile, it is certain, that the ancients believed in

376

sr_oz,t's

[Lm-rBR L_.

them. The theologians and philosophers of to-day are
hitherto agreed as to the existence of some creatures of the
kind, though they may not ag_reeas to the naCuro of their
essence. Some assert that they are composed of very thin
and subtle matter, others that they are spiritual. But, _s
I was saving before, we are quite at cross purposes, inasmuch as I am doubtful whether you would grant their
existence; though, as you must be aware, so many instances and stories of them are found throughout antiquity, that it would really be _fl_cult either to deny or to
doubt them. It is clear that, even if you confess that
they exist, you do not believe that some of them are the
souls of the dead, as the defenders of the Romish faith
would have it. I will here end, and will say nothing about
war and rumours, inasmuch as our lot is cast in an age, &c.
Farewell.
14 Sept.,

1674.
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[St)inoz,a answers that he does _wt know what gho_ are, and
can gain no in/armature from antiquity.
(The Hague,

_ept., 1674.)]
D_A_ SxR, Your letter, which I received yesterday,
was most welcome to me, both because I wanted to hear
news of you, and also because it shows that you h_ve not
utterly forgotten me. Although some might think it a
bad omen, that ghosts are the cause of your writing to me,
I, on the contrary, can discern a deeper meaning in the
circumstance; I see that not only truths, but also things
trifling and ima.g_lary
may
be of use
to me.
However, let us defer the question, whether ghosts are
delusions and imaginary, for I see that not only denial of
them, but even doubt about them seems very singular to
ou, as to one who has been convinced by the numerous
istories related by men of to-day and the ancients. The
great esteem and honour, in which I have always held and
still hold you, does not suffer me to contredict you, still
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less to humour you.
The middle course, which I shall
adopt, is to beg you to be kind enough to select from the
numerous stories which you have read, one or two of those
least open to doubt, and most clearly demonstrating
the
existence of ghosts.
For, to confess the truth, I have
never read a trustworthy author, who clearly showed that
there are such things.
Up to the present time I do not
know what they are. and no one has ever been able to tell
me.
Yet it is evident, that in the case of a thing so
clearly shown by experience we ought to know what it is ;
otherwise we shall have great difficulty in gathering from
histories
that ghosts exist.
We only gather that something exists of nature unknown.
If philosophers choose to
call things which we do not know "'ghosts," I shall not
deny the existence of such, for there are an _nfnlty of
things, which I cannot make out.
Pray tell me, my dear Sir, before I explain myself further
in the matter, What are these ghosts or spectres ? Are
they children, or fools, or madmen ? For all that I have
heard of them seems more adapted to the silly than the
wise, or, to say the best we can of it, resembles the pastimes of children or of fools. Before I end, I would submit
to you one consideration,
namely, that the desire which
most men have to narrate things, not as they really haplaened, but as they wished them to happen, can be illustrated from the stories of ghosts and spectres more easily
than from any others.
The principal reason for this is, I
believe, that such stories are only attested by the narrators,
and thus a fabricator can add or suppress circumstances,
as seems most convenient to him, without fear of anyone
being able to contradict him.
He composes them to suit
special circumstances,
in order to justify the fear he feels of
dreams and phantoms, or else to confirm his courage, his
credit, or his opinion.
There are other reasons, which lead
me to doubt, if not the actual stories, at least some of th_
narrated circumstances ; and which have a close bearing on
the conclusion we are endeavouring
to derive from the
a[oresaid stories. I will here stop, until I have learnt from
you what those stories are, which have so completely
convinced you, that you regard all doubt about them a._
absurd, &e.
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MOST SAGACIOUSS_R,--You have sent me just the an.
swer I expected to receive, from a friend holdiu_ an opinion
adverse to my own. But no matter.
Friends may always
disagree on indifferent
subjects without injury to their
friendship.
You ask me, beforeyou gave an opinionas towhat these
spectresor spirits
are,to tell
you whether theyare children,
fools,or madmen, and you add thateverythingyou have
heard ofthem seems to have proceededratherfrom the insane than the sane. It isa trueproverb,which saysthat
a preconceivedopinionhindersthe pursuitof truth.
I,then,believethat ghosts existforthe followingreasons : first, because it appertains to the beauty and perfection of the universe, that they should ; secondly, because it
is probable that the Creator created them, as being more
like Himself than are embodied creatures; thirdly, because
as body exists without soul, soul exists without
body ;
fourthly and lastly, because in the upper air, region, or
space, I believe there is no obscure body without inhabitants of its own ; consequently, that the measureless space
between us and the stars is not empty, but thronged with
spiritual
inhu.bi
'rants.Perhaps the highestand most remote are true spirits,
whereas the lowest in the lowest
regionof the airaxecreaturesof very thinand subtlesubstance,and alsoinvisible.Thus I think there are spirits
of allsorts,but, perhaps,none of the female sex.
This reasoningwiUin no wise convincethose,who rashly
believethat the world has been createdby chance. Daily
experience,
ifthesereasonsbe dismissed,shows thatthere
are spectres,
and many stories,
both new and old,are current about them. Such may be found in Plutaxch'sbook
"De virisillustrlbus,"
and in hisother works; in Suetonins's"IAves of theCmsars,"alsoinWierus'sand Lavater's
books about ghosts,where the subjectisfullytreatedand
illustrated
from writersof allkinds. Cardano, celebrated
for his learning,
also speaks of them in his books "De
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Sub_ilita_e," "De Varietate," and in his "_fe ;" showing,
by experience, that they have appeared to himself, his relations and friends. Melancthon, a wise man and a lover
of truth, testifies to his experience of them, a_ also do
many others. A certain burgomaster, learned and wise,
who is still living, once told me that he heard by night the
noise of working in his mother's brew-house, going on just
_s it does while beer is being brewed in the day; this he
attested as having occurred frequently.
The same sort of
thing has happened to me. and will never fade from my
memory; hence I am convinced by the above.mentioned
experiences and reasons, that there are ghosts.
As for evil spirits, who torture wretched men in this life
and the next, and who work spells, I believe the stories of
them to be fables. In treatises about spirits you will find a
host of details. Besides those I have cited, you may refer to
Pliny the younger, bk. vii., the letter to Sura ; Suetenius,
"Life of Julius 0_esar," ch. xxxii. ; Yalerius Maximus,
I. viii. § § 7, 8; and Alexander ab Alexandro, "Dies
Geniales." I am sure these books are accessible to you.
I say nothing of monks and priests, for they relate so many
tales of souls and evil spirits, or as I should ra'her say of
spectres, that the reader becomes wearied with their al_Imdance. Thyrseus, a Jesuit, in the book about the apparition
of spirits, also treats of the question. But these lastnamed discourse on such subjects merely for the sake of
gain, and to prove that purgatory is not so bad as is supposed, thus treating the question as a mine, from which
they dig up plenteous store of gold and silver. But the
same cannot be said of the writers mentioned previously,
and other moderns, who merit greater credit from their
absence of bias.
As an answer to the t_assage in your letter, where you
slmak of fools and madmen, I subjoin this sentence from
the learned Lavater, who ends with it his first book on
ghosts or spectres. "He who is bold enough to gainsay so
many witnesses, both ancient and modern, seems to me unworthy of credit. For as it is a mark of frivolity to lend
incontinent credence to everyone who says he has seen a
ghost ; so, on the other hand, rashly and flatly to contradict
so many trustworthy historians, Fathers, and other per-
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would argue a remarkable

21 Sept.,
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[ Spino_ treats of the necessary creation of the _orld---h¢
refutes his friend's argu_ents
and _o_ztlon,.J
I)gAR SIR,--I _
rely on what you said in your letter
of the 21st of last month, that friends may disagree on indifferent questions, without injury to their friendship, and
Hill frankly tell you my opinion on the reasonsand stories,
whereon you base your conclusion, that there are ghost_ o/
every kind, but perl_aps none of the female sez.
The reason
for my not replying sooner is that the books you quoted
_re not at hand, in fact I have not found any except Pliny
and Suetonius.
However, these two have saved me the
trouble of consulting
any other, for I am persuaded that
they all talk in the same strain and hanker after extraordinary tales, which rouse men's astonishment and compel
their wonder.
I confess that I am not a little am_7_l, not
at the stories, but at those who narrate them.
I wonder,
that men of talent and judgment should so employ their
readiness of speech, and abuse it in endeavouring
to convince us of such trifles.
However, let us dismiss
the writers, and turn to the
question itself.
In the first place, we will reason a little
about your conclusion.
Let us see whether I, who deny
that there are spectres or spirits, am on that account less
able to understand
the authors, who have written on the
tsubject ; or whether you, who assert that such beings exist,
do not give to the aforesaid writers more credit than they
deserve.
The distinction
you drew, in admitting without
ihesitation
spirits of the male sex, but doubting whether
any female spirits exist, seems to me more like a fancy than
a genuine doubt.
If it were really your opinion, it would
resemble the common imagination, that God is masculine,
not feminine.
I wonder that those, who have seen naked
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ghosts, have not cast their eyes on those parts of the person, which would remove all doubt; perhaps they were
timid, or did not know of this distinction.
You would say
that this is ridicule, not reasoning : and hence I see, that
your reasons appear to you so strong and well founded,
that no one can (at least in your judgment)contradict
them, unless he be some perverse fellow, who ttnnks the
world has been made by chance.
This impels me, before
going into your reasons, to set forth briefly my opinion on
• he question, whether the world was made by chance.
But
I answer, that as it is clear that chance and necessity are,
two contraries, so is it also clear, that he, who asserts the
world to be a necessary effect of the divine nature, must
utterly deny that the world has been made by chance;
whereas, he who affirms, that Oed need not have made the
world, confirms, though in different lan_a_e,
the doctrine
that it has been made by chance; inasmuch as he maintains that it proceeds from a wish, which might never have
been formed.
However, as this opinion and theory is on
the face of it absurd, it is commonly very unanimously
arlmitted, that God's will is eternal, and has never bee_l
indifferent;
hence it must necessarily be also admitted,
you will observe, that the world is a necessary effect of the
divine nature. Let them call it will, understanding,
or any
name they like, they come at last to the same conclusion,
that under different names they are expressing one and the
same thing.
If you rusk them, whether the divine will does
not differ from the humu.n, they answer, that the former
has nothing in common with the latter except its name ;
especially as they generally admit that God's will, understanding, intellect, essence, and nature are all identieal ; so
I, myself, lest I should confound the divine nature with
the human, do not assign to God human attributes, such
as will, understanding,
attention, hearing, &c. I therefore
say, as I have said already, that the world is a necessary
Wed of the divi_ nat_e, and that it has not been made b_j
c/_w_.
I think this is enough to persuade you, that tho
opinion of those (if such there
be), who say that the
world has been made by chance, is entirely contrary to
mine; and, relying
on this
hypothesis,
I proceed to
examine those reasons which lead you to infer the egis-
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tenee of a11 kinds of ghosts.
I should like to say of these
reasons generally, that they seem rather conjectures than
reasons, and 3[ can with difficulty believe, that you take
them for guiding reasons.
However, be they conjectures
or be they reasons, let us see whether we can take them
for foundations.
Your first reason is, that the existonee of ghosts is needful for the beauty and perfection of the universe.
Beauty,
my dear Sir, is not so much a quality of the object beheld,
as an effect in him who beholds it. If our sight were
longer or shorter, or if our constitution were different, what
now appears beautiful to us would seem misshapen,
and
_-hat we now think misshapen we should regard as beautiful. "The most beautiful hand seen through the microscope will appear horrible.
Some things are beautiful at
a distance, but ugly near; thus things regarded in themselves, and in relation to God, axe neither ugly nor beautiful.
Therefore, he who says that God has created the
world, so that it might be beautiful,
is bound to adopt
one of the two alternatives,
either that God created the
world for the sake of men's pleasure and eyesight, or else
that He created men's pleasure and eyesight for the salve
of the world.
Now, whether we adopt the former or the
latter of these views, how God could have furthered
His
object by the creation of ghosts, I cannot see. Perfection
and imperfection
are names, which do not differ much
from the names beauty and ugliness.
I only ask, therefore (not to be tedious), which would contribute
most to the
perfect adornment
of the world, ghosts, or a quantity of
monsters,
such as centaurs,
hydras, harpies, satyrs, gryphons, arguses, and other similar inventions ? Truly the
world would be handsomely bedecked, if God had adorned
and embellished
it, in obedience to our fancy, with beings,
_hich anyone may readily imagine and dream of, but no
one can understand.
Your second reason is, that because spirits express God's
image more than embodied creatures, it is probable that He
has created them.
I frankly confess, that I am as yet in
iguorance, how spirits more than other creatures express
Cod.
This I know, that between finite and infinite there
is no comparison ; so that the difference between God and
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the greatest and most excellent created thing is no less
than the difference between God and the least created
thing.
This argument, therefore, is beside the mark.
If
I had as clear an idea of ghosts, as I have of a triangle or
a circle, I should not in the ]east hesitate to affirm that
they had been created by God ; but as the idea I possess
of them is just like the ideas, which my imagination forms
of harpies, gryphons, hydras, &c., I cannot consider them
as anything but dreams, which differ from God a_ totally,
as that which is not differs from that which IS.
Your third mason (that as body exists without soul,
so soul should exist without body) seems to me equally
absurd.
Pray tell me, if it is not also likely, that memory,
hearing,
sight, &c., exist without bodies, because bodies
exist without memory, hearing, sight, &c., or that a sphere
exists without a circle, because a circle exists without a
sphere ?
Your fourth, and last reason, is the same as your first,
and I refer you to my answer given above.
I will only
observe here, that I do not know which are the highest or
which the lowest places, which you conceive as existing in
infinite matter, unless you take the earth as the centre of
the universe.
For if the sun or Saturn be the centre of the
universe,
the sun, or Saturn, not the earth, will be the
lowest.
Thus, passing by this argument
and what remains, I
conclude, that these and similar reasons will convince no
one of the existence of all kinds of ghosts and spectres,
unless it be those persons, who shut their ears to the understanding, and allow themselves to be led away by superstition.
This last is so hostile to right reason, that she lends
willing credence to old wives' t_les for the sake of discrediting philosophers.
As regards the stories, I have already said in my first
letter, that I do not deny them altogether,
but only the
conclusion drawn from them.
To this I may add, that I
do not believe them so thoroughly,
as not to doubt many
of the details, which are generally added rather for ornament than for bringing out the truth of the story or the
conclusion drawn from it. I had hoped, that out of so
many stories you would at least have produced one or two.

384

srn_ozA's

[LETTER LIX.

which could hardly be questioned, and which would clearly
show that ghosts or spectres exist.
The case you relate of
the burgomaster, who wanted to infer their existence, because he heard spectral brewers working in his mother's
brewhouse by night, and making the same noises as he
was accustomed
to hear by day, seems to me laughable.
In like manner it would be tedious here to examine all the
stories of people, who have written on these trifles.
To be
brief, I cite the instance of Julius C_sar, who, as Suetonius testifies, laughed at such things and yet was happy,
if we may trust what Suetonius says in the 59th chapter
of his life of that leader.
And so should all, who reflect
on the human imagination, and the effects of the emotions,
laugh at such notions; whatever Lavater and others, who
have gone dreaming with him in the matter, may produce
to the eontrary.
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[A eoutlnuatlou
of the arguments in favour of glwsta, which
may be _annmrlzed as follows :--I say a thin 9 is done by
chance, when it has nor been the _'ecf
of will on the part
of the doer ; not whe_ it might aever have lmFpe,_._
Neee._ity and freedom, not necea_y and cha_e, are eon_aries._If
we do not in some sense att_ute
hu/man fuali.
ties to God, what meaning can we attach to the term ?You ask for absolute proof of the ezisten_ of spirits; such
proof is not obtainable far many things , which are yet
firmly believed._Same
thinys are more beaut_d
i_rin.si.
rally tha_ others.--As
God is a spirit, spirits resemble, Hi_
mare than _mbodied creatures do._A
ghost ran_Tt be conuived as clearly as a friamale : ran you say that your ow_,
idea of God is as dsa/r as your idea of a tri_mfl_ ?--As a
elrde e_r/a witlw_ a sphere, so a sphere ezids urlthaut a
circle.-- We call thinfls h_her or lower in proportiou to their
distance.from the rarth.--AlI
the Stoics, Pythagorrane,
and
Platonism, Empsdocles,
Mazlraus
Tyrius, ATuldus,
a,_
others, bear u,itne_ to gho_ ; and no modzrn de_i_ Own.
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It is lrresumyption to sneer at sneh a bodv of testimony.
Owawr did not ridicule ghosts, but omens, and if he had
listened to Blntrina he would not have been murdered.]
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a_yaln answers the argument in favour of ghosts.
(The Hague, 1674)._

Dm_ SL_,--I hasten to answer your letter, received
yesterday, for if I delay my reply, I may have to put it
off longer than I should like. The state of your health
would have made me anxious, if I did not understand
that you are better. I hope you are by this time quite

wellagaim

The difficulties experienced by two people following dafferent principles, and trying to agTee on a matter, which
depends on many other questions, might be shown from
this discussion alone, if there were no reason to prove it
boY. Pray tell me, whether you have seen or read any phi.
sophers, who hold that the world has been made by
chance, taking chance in your sense, namely, that God had
some design in making the world, and yet has not kept to
the plan he trod formed. I do not know, that such an idea
has ever entered anyone's mind. I am likewise at a loss
for the reasons, with which you want to make me believe,
that chance and necessity are not contraries. As soon as
I atftrm that the three angles of a triangle are equal to two
right angles necessarily, I deny that they are thus equal
Chauce. As soon as I affirm that heat is a necessary
of fire, I deny that it is a chance effect. To say, that
neeessa_ and free are two contrary terms, seems to me no
less absurd and repugnant to reason. For no one can
de_, that God freely knows Himself and all else, yet all
one voice grant that God knows Himself necessarily.
Hence, as it seems to me, you draw no distinction between
eomia_int or force and neoessity. Man's wishes to live, to
love, &c., are not under constraint, but nevertheless are
IL
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necessary; much more is it necessary, that God wishes to
• be, to know, and to act. If you will also reflect, that indifference is only another name for ignorance or doubt, and
that a wi]] always constant and determined in all thln_ is
a necessary property of the understanding,
you will see
that my words are in complete harmony with truth. If we
affirm, that God might have been able not to wish a given
event, or not to understand
it, we attribute to God two
different freedoms, one necessary, the other indifferent;
consequently we shall conceive God's will as different from
His essence and understauding,
and shall thus fall from
_)ne absurdity into another.
The attention, which I asked for in my former letter, has
not seemed to you necessary.
This has been the reason
why you have not directed your thoughts
to the main
issue, and have neglected a point which is very important.
Further, when you say that if I deny, that the operations
of seeing, hearing, attending, wishing, &c., can be ascribed
to God, or that they exist in ]:Jim in any eminent fashion,
you do not know what sort of God mine is; I suspect that
u believe there is no greater perfection than such aa call
explained by the aforesaid attributes.
I am not astonished; for I believe that, if a triangle could speak, it
would say, in like manner, that God is eminently triangular,
while a circle would say that the divine nature is eminently circular.
Thus each would ascribe to God its own
attributes,
would assume itself to be like God, and look on
everything else as ill-shaped.
The briefness of a letter and want of time do not allow
me to enter into my opinion on the divine nature, or the
questions
you have propounded.
Besides,
suggesting
difficulties is not the same as producing reasons. That we
do many things in the world from conjecture is true, but
that our reflections are based on conjecture is false.
:hi
practical life we are compelled to follow what is most pro.
hable ; in speculative thought we are compelled to follow
truth.
A man would perish of hunger and thirst, if he refused to eat or drink, till he had obtained positive proof
that food and drink would be good for him. But in philosolahic reflection this is not so. On the contrary,
we
must take care not to admit as true anyth_,
which is
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only probable.
For when one falsity has been let in,
infinite others follow.
Again, we cannot infer that because sciences of things
divine and human are full of controversies and quarrels,
therefore their whole subject-matter
is uncertain ; for there
have been many persons so enamoured of contradiction, as
to turn into ridicule geometrical axioms. Sextus Empiricus
and other sceptics, whom you quote, declare, that it is
false to say that a whole is greater than its part, and pass
similar judgments on other axioms.
However, as I pass over and grant that in default of
proof we must be content with probabilities, I say that a
probable proof ought to be such that, though we ma_" doubt
about it, we cannot maintain its contrary ; for that which
can be contradieted
resembles not truth but falsehood.
For instance, if I saythat Peter is alive, because Isaw him
yesterday in good health, this is a probability, in so far as
no one can maintain the contrary; but if anyone says that
he saw Peter yesterday in a swoon, and that he believed
Peter to have departed this life to-day, he will make my
statement seem false.
That your conjecture about ghosts
and spectres seems false, and not even probable, I have
shown so clearly, that I can find nothing worthy of answer
in your reply.
To your question, whether I have of God as clear an
idea as I have of a triangle, I reply in the affirmative. But
if you ask me, whether I have as clear a mental image of
God as I have of a triangle, I reply in the negative.
For
we are not able to imagine God, though we can understand
Him.
You must also here observe, that I do not assert
that I thoroughly
know God, but that I understand
some
of His attributes,
not all nor the greater part, and it is
evident that my ignorance of very many does not hinder
the knowledge I have of some.
When I learned Euclid's
Elements, I understood that the three angles of a triangle
are equal to two right angles, and this propert_
of a
t_angle I perceived clearly, though I might be ignorant of
zn_
o_ers.
regards spectres or ghosts, I have hitherto heard attributed to them no intelligible
property:
they seem like
nhantoms, which no one can understand.
When you sa?'
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that spectres, or ghosts, in these lower re_ions (I a_lopt
your p_logy,
though I know not why ma_er below
should be inferior to n_tter above) consist in a very thin
rarefied and subtle substance, you seem to me to be speaking of spiders' webs, air, or vapours. To say, that they are
invisible, seems to me to be eqmvalent to s_ying that they
do not exist, not to stating their nature ; unless, perhaps,
you wish to indicate, that they render themselves visible or
invisible at will, and that the imagination_ in these as in
other impossibilities, will find a difficulty.
The authority of Plato, Aristotle, and Socrates, does not
carry much weight with me. I should have been astonished,
if you had brought forward Epicurus, Democritus, Lucretius, or any of the atomists, or upholders of the atomic
theory. It is no wonder that persons, who have invented
occult qualities, intentional species, substantial forms, and
a thousand other trifles, should have also devised spectres
and ghosts, and given credence to old wives' tales, in order
to take away the reputation of Democritus, whom they
were so jealous of, that they burnt all the books which he
had published amid so much eulogy. If you are inclined
to believe such witnesses, what reason have you for denying the miracles of the Blessed Virgin, and all the Saints .9
These have been described by so many famous philosophers,
theologians, and historians, that I could produce at least a
hundred such authorities for every one of the former. But
I have gone further, my dear Sir, than I intended: I do
not desire to cause any further annoyance by doctrines
which I know you will not grant. For the principles which
you follow are far different from my own,
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often dijfer through u_in9 words in different
a_.
Thus i_ the question of free will Descartes means
by free, constrained
l y no cause.
You mean by the
same, undetermined
in a particular way by a cause.
TI_
_uestion of free will is threefold :--I. Have we any power
_ha2ever over things e_ternal to us f II. Have we absolute
i_nver over the intentional
movements of our own body ?
III. Have we free use of ou_ reason ? Both Descartes and
yourself at8 right avcording to the te_ms employed by each
(Sth October, 1674).]

LETTER LXH. (LVnI.)
SPINOZA TO * * * * * _ (The Hague, October,

1674).

[S_no_a _._ h_ opi_io_ on l_bertyand _ce_ty.]
Sin,---Our friend, J. R. s has sent me the letter which you
have been kind enough to write to me, and also the judgment of your friend • as to the opinions of Descartes and
myself regarding
free will.
Both enclosures were very
welcome to me. Though I am, at present, much occupied
with other matters, not to mention my delicate health,
OUr singular courtesy, or, to name the chief motive, your
ve of truth, impels me to satisfy your inquiries, as far as
my poor abilities will permit.
What your friend wishes to
imply by his remark before he appeals to experience, I
• I This letter is by Van Vloten, followed by Mr. Pollock, assigned to
_-.enfried Walter yon Tschirnhausen, a Bohemmn nobleman. See
Inu-odaetion, p. xvi. The _,rrespondence with Tschirnhausen was
formerly supposed to be with Lewis Meyer. The letters of TschL_nhausen contain by far the most acute c_nteml_rary crltaclsmof S_noza.
" s This letter is addressed to G. H. Schaller, who had seat on l_etter
LXI. to 8pinoL
s John Rieuwert_ a b_)kseller of Amsterdam.
4 Teehirnhausen; the ¢'_udgment" is Letter LYI,
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know not
What Re adds, that wTwn one of t_o d_ta_t8
_rms
so_ethi_
_hich the other d_ies, both My be right,
as true, if he means that the two, though using the same
terms, are thinking of different things. I once sent several
examples of this to our friend J. R., l and am now writing
to tell him to _gmmunleate
them to you.
I, therefore, pass on to that deletion
of liberty, which
he says is my own ; but I know not whence he has taken
it. I say that a thing is free, which exists and acts solely
by the necessity of its own nature.
Thus also God understands Himself
and all things freely, because it follows
solely from the necessity of His nature, that He should
understand all things.
You see I do not place freedom in
free decision, but in free necessity. However, let us descend
to created things, which are all determined
by external
causes to exist and operate in a given determinate manner.
In order that this may be clearly understood, let us conceive a very. simple thing.
For instance, a stone receives
from the impulsion of an external cause, a certain quantity
of motion, by virtue of which it continues to move after
the impulsion given by the external cause has ceased.
The
permanence of the stone's motion is constrained, not necessary, because it must be defined by the impulsion of an
external cause.
What is true of the stone is true of any
individual, however complicated
its nature, or varied its
functions, inasmuch as every individual thing is necessarily
determined by some external cause to exist and operate in
a fixed and determinate
manner.
Further conceive, I beg, that a stone, while continuing in
motion, should be capable of thJnl_ng and knowing, that it
is endeavouring, as far as it can, to continue to move. Such
a stone, being conscious merely of its own endeavour and
not at all indifferent, would believe itself to be completely
free, and would think that it continued in motion solely be.
cause of its own wish. This is that human freedom, which
all boast that they possess, and which consists solely in the
fact, that men are conscious of their own desire, but are
ignorant of the causes whereby that desire has been deter.
mined.
Thus an in_ant believes that it desires milk f_eely ;
1 John Rieuwerta
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an angry child thinks he wishes freely for vengeance, a
timid child thinks he wishes freely to run away. Again, a
drunken man thinks, that from the free decision of his mind
he speaks words, which afterwards, when sober, he would
like to have left unsaid.
So the delirious, the garrulous,
and others of the same sort think that they act from the
free decision of their mind, not that they are carried away
by impulse.
As this misconception
is innate in all men,
it is not easily conquered.
For, although experience abundamtly shows, that men can do anything rather than check
their desires, and that very often, when a prey to conflicting emotions, they see the better course and follow the
worse, they yet believe themselves
to be free ; because in
some cases their desire for a thing is slight, and can easily
be overruled by the recollection of something else, which is
frequently
present in the mind.
I have thus, if I mistake not, sufficiently explained my
opinion regarding free and constrained neeessi_-, and also
regarding
so-called
human freedom:
from what I have
said you will easily be able to reply to your friend's object-ions. For when he says, with Descartes, that he who is
constrained
by no external cause is free, if by being constrained he means acting against one's will, I grant that
we are in some cases quite unrestrained,
and in this respect
possess free will.
But if by constrained he means acting
necessarily, although
not against one's will (as I have
explained above), I deny that we are in any instance free.
But your friend, on the contrary, asserts that we may
emplo_ our reason absolutely, that is, in complete freedom ;
mad is, I think, a little too confident on the point.
For
who, he says, could deny, without contradicting his own consci_,
that I can think with my tho,_hts, that I wish or
do not wish to write ? I should like to know what consciousuess he is talking
of, over and above that which I have
illusta_ted
by the example of the stone.
As a matter of fact I, without, I hope, contradicting
my
consciousness,
that is my reason and experience, and without cherishing
ignorance
and misconception, deny that I
can by any absolute power of thought think, that I wish or
do not wish to write. I appeal to the consciousness, which
he has doubtless
experienced, that in dreams he has not
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the power of t_n_g
that he wishes, or does not wish to
write ; and that, when he dreams that he wishes to write,
he has not the power not to dream that he wishes to write.
I thin]_ he must also have experienced, that the mind is not
always equally capable of thinking of the same object, but
according as the body is more capable for the image of this
or that object being excited in it, so is the mind more
capable of thin_ng of the same object.
When he further adds, that the causes for his applying
his mind to writing have led him, but not constrained him
to write, he merely means (if he will look at the question
impartially), that his disposition was then in a state, in
which it could be easily acted on by causes, which would
have been powerless under other circumstances, as for instance when he was under a violent emotion. That is,
causes, which at other times would not have constrained
him, have constrained him in this case, not to write against
his will but necessarily to wish to write.
As for his statement, that if we were eanstrai_ed by external causes, no one could ac_ire the hab_ of virtue, I
know not what is his authority for saying, that firmness
and constancy of disposition c_nnot arise from predestined
necessity, but only from free will.
What he finally adds, that if this were gra_ed, all
wickedness would be e_n_sable, I meet with the question,
What then ? Wicked men are not less to be feared, and
are not less harmful, when they are wicked from necessity.
However, on this point I would ask you to refer to my
Principles of Cartesian Philosophy, Part EL, chap. viii.
In a word, I should like your friend, who makes these
objections, to tell me, how he reconciles the human virtue,
which he says arises from the free decision of the mind,
with God's pre-ordalnment of the universe.
If, with Descartes, he confesses his inability to do so, he is endeavouring to direct against me the weapon which has already
pierced himself. But in vain. For if you examine my
opinion attentively, you _11 see that it is quite consistent,, &c,
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t # _ # @To SPINOZA.
_
[The writer e_herts _Ioinoza to publish the treatises on Ethics
and on the Imwove_ent of the Understanding.--Remar "ks
on the definition of motion. On the difference between a
true and an adequate ide_.]
Most _XeELT.EX_TSxR,--When shall we have your
method of rightly directing the reason in the acquisition
of unknown truths, and your general treatise on physics ?
I know you have already proceeded far with them. The
first has already come to my knowledge, and the second I
have become aware of from the Lemmas added to the second
part of the Ethics; whereby many difficulties in physics
are readily solved. If time and opportunity permit, I
humbly beg from you a true definition of motion and its
expl_ns.tlon ; also to know how, seeing that extension in so
far as it is conceived in itself is indivisible, immutable, &c.,
we can infer _/rr/or/, that there can arise so many varieties
of it, and consequently the existence of figure in the
particles of any given body, which are, nevertheless, in
every body various, and distinct from the figures of the
parts, which compose the reality of any other body. You
have already, by word of mouth, pointed out to me a
method, which you employ in the search for truths as vet
unknown.
I find this method to be very excellent, and at
the same time very easy, in so far as I have formed an
opinion on it, and I can assert that from this single discovery I have made great progress in mathematics. I wish
therefore, that you would give me a true definition of an
adequate, a true, a false, a fictitious, and a doubtful idea.
I have been in search of the difference between a true and
an adequate idea. Hitherto, however, I can ascertain nothing except after inquiring into a thing, and fo.rm.ing.a cerconcept or idea of it. I then (in order to elicit whemer
this true idea is also an adequate idea of its object) inquire,
! This ]etter is from Tsch_rnhausen,
who had in the meantime,a_
appears
fromits contents,hadan interviewwith Spmoza.
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what is the cause of this idea or concept; when this is aster=
tained, I again ask, What is the cause of this prior concept ?
and so I go on always inquiring for the causes of the cause_
of ideas, until I find a cause of such a kind, that I can not
find any cause for it, except that among all the ideas which I
can command this alone exists. If, for instance, we inquire
the true origin of our errors, Descartes will answer, that it
consists in our giving assent to things not yet clearly perceived.
But supposing
this to be the true idea of the
thing, I nevertheless
shall not yet be able to determine all
things necessary to be known concerning it, unless I have
also an adequate idea of the thing in question ; in order to
obtain such, therefore,
I inquire into the cause of this concept, how it happens that we give assent to things not
clearly understoodwand
I answer, that it arises from defective knowledge.
But here I cannot inquire further, and
ask what is the cause, that we are ignorant
of certain
things ; hence I see that I have detected an adequate idea
of the origin of our errors.
Here meanwhile
I ask you,
whether,
seeing that many things expressed in infinite
modes have an adequate idea of themselves, and that from
every adequate idea all that can be known of its object can
be inferred, though more readily from some ideas than
others, whether, I say, this may be the means of knowing
which idea is to be preferred ? For instance, one adequate
idea of a circle consists in the equality of its radii ; another
adequate idea consists in the infinite right angles equal
to one another, made by the intersection
of two lines, &c.,
and thus we have infinite expressions,
each giving the
adequate nature of a circle,
Now, though all the properties of a circle may be inferred from every one of them,
they may be deduced much more easily from some than
from others.
So also he, who considers lines applied to
curves, will be able to draw many conclusions as to the
m_surement
of curves, but will do so more readily from
the consideration
of tangents,
&c. Thus I have wished
to indicate how far I have progressed
in this study; I
await perfection in it, or, if I am wrong on any point, correction; also the definition I asked for. Farewell
5 Jan.,

1675.
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[_rlke difference bergen a tryJe a_d a_ adequate idea is merely
eaCrinsie, &e. The Hague, Jan., 1675._
Hol_o_naED SIR._Between
a true and an adequate idea,
I recognize no difference, except that the epithet true only
has regard to the agreement between the idea and its
object, whereas the epithet adequate has regard to the
nature of the idea in itself; so that in reality there is no
difference between a true and an adequate idea beyond
this extrinsic relation.
However, in order that I may
know, from which idea out of many all the properties of
its object may be deduced, I pay attention to one point
only, namely, that the idea or definition should express the
efficient eause of its object. For instance, in inquiring into
the properties of a circle, I ask, whether from the idea of
a circle, that it consists of infinite right angles, I can dedues all its properties.
I ask, I repeat, whether this idea
involves the efficient cause of a circle. If it does not, I look
for another, n_.mely, that a circle is the space described
by a line, of which one point is fixed, and the other movable.
As this definition explains the efficient cause, I
know that I can deduce from it all the properties of a
circle.
So, also, when I define God as a supremely perfect
Being, then, since that definition does not express the
efficient cause ('I mean the efficient cause internal as well
as external) I shall not be able to infer therefrom all the
properties of God ; as I can, when I define God as a Being,
&c. (see Ethics, I- Def. vi.).
As for your other inquiries,
namely, that concerning motion, and those pertaining to
method,
my observations
on them are not vet written
out in due order, so I will reserve them for another
occasion.
As regards your remark, that he "who considers lines
applied to curves makes many deductions
with regard to
the me_ureraent
of curves, but does so with greater
2 T0chtrnhsusen.
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facility from the consideration of tangents," &c., I t_;-k
that from the consideration of tangents many deductions
will be made with more difficulty, than from the consideration of lines applied in succession ; and I asser_ absolutely,
that from certain properties of any particular thing (whatever idea be given) some things may be discovered more
readily, others with more difficulty, though all are concerned with the nature of the thing. I think it need only
be observed, that an idea should be sought for of such a
kind, that all properties may be inferred, as has been said
above. He, who is about to deduce all the properties of a
particular thing, knows that the ultimate properties
necessarily be the most difficult to discover, &c.

LETTER LXV. (T,_rrr_)
G.

H.

SCHALLER

TO SPINOZA. 1

[SchalIer as't:sfar answers to four _ue_ions of A_
Tschirnha_e_ on the attribute8 of God, and nw_o_
tha_
Tschir_hausen has removed the unfavourable o_ion Of
Spinoza lately ¢onveived by Boyle and Old_nb_g.]
Most DZS__NQUZS--m)
_D EXCELLent Sra,--I
should
blush for my silence, which has lasted so long, and has
laid me open to the charge of ingratitude for your kindness extended to me beyond my merits, if I did not reflect
that your generous courtesy inclines rather to excuse than
to accuse, and also know that you devote your leisure, for
the common good of your friends, to serious studies, which
it would be harmful and injurious to disturb without due
cause. For this reason I have been silent, and have meazlwhile been content to hear from friends of your good
health: I send you thiR letter to inform you, that our noble
friend yon Tschirnhausen is enjo.v_ the same in England,
and has three times in the letters he has sent me bidd_
:In the Opera Posthuma this letter ie arranged, m tm to _
to be
from the person who puts the questions himself, and the namm of
E_challer and Tachirnhausen are suppled.
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me convey his kindest regards to the master, again bidding
me request from you the solution of the following questions, and forward to him your hoped-for answer : would
the master be pleased to convince him by positive proof,
not by a reduction to the impossible, that we cannot know
any attributes of God, save thought andextension _ Further,
whether it follows that creatures constituted under other
attributes can form no idea of extension ? If so, it would
follow that there must be as many worlds as there are
attributes of God. For instance, there would be as much
room for extension in worlds affected by other attributes,
as there actually exists of extension in our world. But as
we perceive nothing save thought besides extension, so
creatures in the other world would perceive nothing besides
the attn'butes of that world and thought.
Secondly, as the understanding of God differs from our
understanding as much in essence as in existence, it has,
therefore, nothing in common with it ; therefore (by Ethics,
I. iii.) God's understanding cannot be the cause of our own.
Thirdly (in Ethics, I. x. note) you say, that nothing ix
natu_'e is clearer thaw that every entity must be conceived
under some attr/bute (this I thoroughly understand), and
tl_ the more it has of reality or being, the more attr_utes a19.
pm4ain to it. It seems to follow from this, that there are
entities possessing three, four, or more attributes (though
we gather from what has been demonstrated that every
being consists only of two attributes, namely, a certain
attribute of God and the idea of that attribute).
Fourthly, I should like to have examples of those things
which are immediately produced by God, and those which
are produced through the means of some infinite modification. Thought and extension seem to be of the former
kind ; understanding in thought and motion in extension
seem to be of the latter.
And these are the points which our said friend yon
_hausen
joins withmein wishing to have explained by
your excellence, if perchance your spare time allows it.
He further relates, that Mr. Boyle and Oldenburg had
formed a strange idea of your personal character, but _t
he has not only removed it, but also given reasons,
which have not only led them back to a most worthy and
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favourable opinion thereof, but also made them value most
highly the Theologico-Politieal Treatise. Of this I have
not ventured to inform you, because of your health. Be
assured that I am, and live,
Most noble sir,
for every good office your most devoted servant,
O. H. Sc_Ar.r.lC,.a.
Amsterdam,

25 July, 1675.

Mr. h Gent and J. Rieuwerts dutifully greet you.

LETTER

LXVI.

(LXIV.)

SPINOZA _O * * * * *'
[ _plno_a answers by references to the first three books
of the Ethies.]
DEAR S_,--I am glad that you have at last had occasion to refresh me with one of your letters, always most
welcome to me. I heartily beg that you will frequently
repeat the favour, &c.
I proceed to consider your doubts : to the first I a_swer,
that the human mind can only acquire knowledge of those
things which the idea of a body actually existing involves,
or of what can be inferred from such an idea_ For the
power of anything is defined solely by its essence (Ethics,
]XI. vii.) ; the essence of the mind (Ethics, II. xiii.) conAiats
solely in this, that it is the idea of body actually exis_g ;
therefore the mind's power of understanding only extends
to things, which this idea of body contains in itself, or which
follow therefrom. Now this idea of body does not revolve or express any of God's attributes, save extension and
thought. For its object (ideatum), namely, body (by Ethics,
II. vi), has God for its cause, in so far as Heis regarded
under the attribute of ext_.nsion, and not in so far as He
is regarded under any other; therefore (Ethics, T ax. vi.)
Chis idea of the body involves the knowledge of God, only
: T_hirahausea.
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m so far as He is regarded under the attribute of extension.
Further, this idea, in so far as it is a mode of thinking,
has also (by the same proposition) God for its cause, in so
far as He is regarded as a thinking thing, and not in so far
as He is regarded under any other attribute.
Hence (by the
same axiom) the idea of this idea involves the knowledge
of God, in so far as He is regarded under the attribute of
thought, and not in so far as He is regarded under any
attribute.
It is therefore plain, that the human mind, or
the idea of the human body neither involves nor expresses
any attributes of God save these two. Now from these
two attributes, or their modifications, no other attribute of
can (Ethics, I. x.) be inferred or conceived.
I therefore conclude, that the human mind cannot attain knowledge of any attribute of God besides these, which is the
proposition
you inquire about.
With regard to your
question, whether there must be as many worlds as there
are attributes,
I refer you to Ethics II. vii. note.
Moreover this t,roposition might be proved more readily
by a reduction to the absurd ; I am accustomed, when the
proposition is negative, to employ this mode of demonstration as more in character.
However, as the question you
ask is Positive, I malre use of the positive method, and ask,
whether one thing can be produced from another, from
which it differs both in essence and existence; for things
which differ to this extent seem to have nothing in common.
But since all particular
thin_s, except those which are
Peirroduced from things similar to themselves,
differ from
cause8 both in essence and existence, I see here no
reason for doubt.
The sense in which I mean that God is the efficient
cause of things, no less of their essence than of their exist_ace, I think has been sufficiently explained in Ethics I.
xxv. note and corollary.
The axiom in the note to Ethics
I. x., as I hinted at the end of the said note, is based on
the idea which we have of a Being absolutely infinite, not
on the fact, that there are or may be beings possessing
three, four, or more attributes.
Lastly, the examples you ask for of the first k_d are, in
thought, absolutely
infinite understanding;
in extension,
motion and rest ; an example of the second kind is the
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sum of the whole extended universe (fae/es totius uni_ersO,
which, though it varies in infinite modes, ye_ remains
always the same. Cf. Ethics II. note to Lemma vii. before
Prop. xiv.
Thus, most excellent Sir, I have answered, as I thlnl_,
the objections of yourself and your friend.
If you think
any uncertainty
remains, I hope you will not neglect to
tell me, so that I may, if possible, remove it.
The Hague, 29 July, 1675.

LETTER
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qt # # _t _tl TO SPINOZA.
[A fresh

in_iry

as to whether there are tyro or more
att_ibute_ of God.]

DISTI_G_/SHED SIR,--I should like a demonstration
of
what you say : namely, that the soul cannot perceive any
attributes of God, except extension and thought.
Though
this might appear evident to me, it seems possible that the
contrary might be deduced from Ethics II. vii. note;
perhaps because I do not rightly grasp the meaning of
that passage.
I have therefore
resolved, distinguished
Sir, to show you how I make the deduction,
earnestly
begging you to aid me with your usual courtesy, wherever
I do not rightly represent your meaning.
I reason as
follows :--Though
I gather that the universe is one, it is
not less clear from the passage referred to, that it is expressed in infinite modes, and therefore that every individual thing is expressed in infinite modes.
Hence it seems
to follow, that the modification constituting
my mind, and
the modification constituting my body, though one and the
same modification, is yet expressed in infinite ways---first,
through thought;
secondly, through
extenmon;
thirdly,
through some attribute of God nnlmown to me, and so on
to infinity, seeing that there are in God infinite attributes,
and the order and connection of the modifications seem to
T_ltirnhauJe_
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be the same in all. Hence arises the question : Why the
mind, which represents a certain modification, the same
modification being expressed not only in extension, but iu
infinite o/_her ways,--why, I repeat, does the mind perceive that modifica_on only as expressed through extension,
to wit, the human body, and not as expressed through any
other attributes ? Time does not allow me to pursue the
subject f_Lrther ; perhaps my difficulties will be removed
l_y farther reflection.
London, 12 Aug.

1675.

LETTER LX_.
SPINOZA
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t_a fra_ent
of a letter Spinoza refers his friend
._thws, I. x. and _ vii. note.]

to

DISrrNG_S_
Sin,-- . . . But in answer to your objection I say, that although each particular thing be expressed in in_n_te ways in the infinite understandingof
yet those i,_nlte ideas, wherebyit is expressed,cannot
constitute one and the same mlnd of a particular thing,
but infinite
minds | seeing that each of these infimte ideas
no connection with the rest, as I have explained in the
_,me note to Ethics, IL vii., and as is also evident from
I.x.
If you will reflect on these passages a little, you will
see that all aimeulty vanishes, &c_
"]'he ]_tgue_ 18 August., 1675.
t Tw_hwnhausen.
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G. H. SC_AT.LEB TO SPInOZa.
[SchaU_er relates
to Spinoza
Tschirnhausen's
dolmys in
2_tnve, and letter to him, and makes knoum to Spinoza the
answers contained in that letter to Spinoza' s objections in
Letter LXVIII.
and the request of Leibnitz to see Sldn_za' s
unTublished w_ings. ]
Amsterdam,
]_OST

LEARNED

AND

EXCELLENT

14 Nov.,

MASTER,

MY

1675.
MOST

VENERABLE PATRON,--I hope that you duly received my
letter with
's method/and
likewise, that you are up to
the present time in good health, as I am.
But for three months I had no letter from our friend yon
Tschirnhausen, whence I formed sad conjectures that he had
made a fatal journey, when he left England for France.
Now that I have received a letter, in my fulness of joy I
felt bound, according to his request, to communicate
it to
the Master, and to let you know, with his most dutiful
greeting, that he has arrived safely in Paris, and found
there Mr. Huygens, as we had told hlm_ and consequently
has in every way sought to please him, and is thus highly
esteemed by him.
He mentioned, that the Master had recommended
to him Huygens's
conversation,
and made
very much of him personally.
This greatly pleased Huygens; so he answered that he likewise greatly esteemed
you personally, and he has now received from you a copy
of the Theolo_co-Political
Treatise, which is esteemed by
many there, and it is eagerly inquired, whether there are
extant any more of the same writer's works.
To this Mr.
yon Tsehirnhausen replied that he knew of none but the I)emonstrations
in the first and second parts of the Cartesian
Principles.
But he mentioned nothing about the Master,
but what I have said, and so he hopes that he has not displeased you herein.
To the objection that you last made he replies, that
those few words which I wrote at the Master's
dictaI See the next

Letter.
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tion, _ explained to him your meaning more thoroughly,
and that he has favourably entertained the said reasonings (for by these two methods _ they best admit of explauation)°
But two reasons have obliged him to continue in the opinion implied in his recent objection.
Of
these the first is, that otherwise there appears to be a
contradiction
between the fifth and seventh propositions
of the second book.
For in the former of these it is l_d
down, that the objects of ideas are the efficient causes of
the ideas, which vet seems to be refuted by the quotation,
in the proof of the latter, of the fourth axiom of Part I.
"' Or, as I rather think, I do not make the right application
of this axiom according to the author's intention, which I
would most willingly be told by him, if his leisure permits
it.
The second cause which prevented
me from following
the explanation
he gives was, that thereby the attribute
of thought
is pronounced
to extend much more widely
th_n other attributes.
But since every one of the attributes contributes
to make up the essence of God, I do not
quite see how this fact does not contradict the opinion just
stated.
I will say just this more, that if I may judge the
minds of others by my own, there will be great difficulty
in understanding
the seventh and eighth propositions
o_
Book TI., and this for no other reason than that the author
has been pleased (doubtless
because they seemed so plain
to him) to accompany the demonstrations
annexed to them
with such short and laconic explanations."
He further mentions, that he has found at Paris a man
called I_eibnitz, remarkably
learned, and most skilled in
various sciences, as also flee from the vulgar prejudices of
theology.
With him he has formed an intimate acquaintance, founded on the fact that Leibnitz labours with him to
pursue the perfection of the intellect, and, in fact, reckons
nothing better or more useful.
Yon Tschirnhausen
says,
that he is most practised in ethics, and speaks without any
stimulus of the passions by the sole dictate of reason.
He
adds, that he is most skilled in physics, and also in metal I_tter LXVIIL
That is, I think, hearing from the author criticizedwhat his precise
meaning is_and attending carefully to his argumentsm favourof the
e_pinionthus precisely aecertained.--[Tv J
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physical studies coucernlngGod and the soul. Finally, he
concludes that he is most worthy of having communicated
to him the Master's writings, if you will first give your
permission, for he believes that the author will thence gaiu
a great advantage, as he promises to show at length, if the
Master be so pleased. But if not, do not doubt, in the
least, that he will honourably keep them concealed as he
has promised, as in fact he has not made the slightest
mention of then_ Leibnitz also highly values the Theo.
logico-Political Treatise, on the subject of which he once
wrote the Master a letter, if he is not mistaken. And
therefore T would beg my Master, that, unless there is
some reason against him, you will not refuse your permission in accordance with your gracious kindness, but will if
possible, open your mind to me, as soon as may be, for
a_er receiving your answers I shall be able to reply to our
friend yon Tschirnhausen, which I would gladly do on
Tuesday evening, unless important hindrances cause my
Master to delay.
Mr. Bresser,_ on his return from C]eves, has sent here a
large quantity of the beer of that country ; I suggested to
him that he should make a present to the _ster of half a
tun, which he promised to do, and added a most fxiendly
greeting.
Finally, excuse my unpractlsed style and hurried writing,
and give me your orders, that I may have a real occasion
of proving myself, most excellent Sir,
Your most ready servant,
G. H_ SC--AT._iB.
LETTER
SPINOZA

LXVIII._.
TO

SCI_ALLER°

[S_.om .,u.oers
aU _Aopod.t,
i_ 8¢hal_s le_r, a_
to ev_ru_ l_is _ri_ings fo I_m_]

_-

Most _XPEa_NCRV S_, _
WLuzv Fgxmm,--I _as
much pleased to learn from your letter, received to-day,
that ynu are well, and that our friend yon Tschirn_us_
I See Letters XLLA, XLIL
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has happily accomplished his journey to France. In the
conversation which he had about me with Mr. Huygens, he
behaved, at least in my opinion, very judiciously; and
besides, I am very glad that he has found so convenient
an opportunity for the purpose which he intended. But
what it is he has found in the fourth axiom of Part I. that
seems to contradict Preposition v. of Part H. I do not see.
l%rin that proposition it is affirmed, that the essence of every
idea has for its cause God, in so far as He is considered as
thin,rig thing; but in that axiom, that the knowledge
or idea of a cause depends on the knowledge or idea of an
effect. But, to tell the truth, I do not quite follow, in this
matter, the meaning of your letter, and suspect that either
in it, or in his copy of t_hebook, there is a slip of the pen.
For you write, that it is affirmed in Proposition v. that the
objects of ideas are the efficient causes of the ideas, whereas
this is exactly what is expressly denied in that proposition,
and Inow think that this is the cause of the whole confusion.'
Accordingly it would be useless for me at present to try
to write at greater length on this subject, but Imust wait,
till you explain to me his mind more clearly, and till I
know whether he has a correct copy. I believe that I
have an epistolary acquaintance with the Leibnitz he
mentions. But why he, who was a counsellor at Frankfort, has gone to France, I do not know. As far as I could
t_onjecture from his letters, he seemed to me a man of
liberal mind. and versed in every science. But yet I think
it imprudent so soon to entrust my writings to him. I
should like first to know what is his business in France, and
the judgment of our friend yon Tschirnhansen, when he has
been longer in his company, and knows his character more
intimately.
However, greet that friend of ours in my
name, and let him command me what he pleases, if in
anything I can be of service to him, and he will find me
most ready to obey him in everything.
I congratulate my most worthy friend Mr. Bresser on
his arrival or return, and also thank him heartily for the
It appears to me, that Schaller correctly states the difficulty of
_schirnhausen, but that by" leaving out a ne._atlve in the sentence m
ql_-_tio% he has attributL_d the doctrine of Prop. v. to _'rop. vrt. t aaa
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promisedbeer,and willrequite
him,too,in any way that
I can. Lastly,
I havenotyettriedto findout yourrelation's
method,nordo I thinkthatIshall
be ableto apply
_hymind to tryingit. For the more I thinkoverthe
thing in itself, the more I am persuaded that you have
not made gold, but had not sufficiently eliminated that
which was hidden in the a_utimony. But more of this
another time : at present I am prevented by want of leisure.
In the meanwhile, if in anything I can assist you, you will
always find me, most excellent Sir, your friend and devoted
servant,
B. DE SPINOZA.
The Itague,

18 Nov._ 1675.
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• . , . .l
[The _er

(T,_7)

3o SPinozA.

as_s for e_21a_atio_ of some passage_
i_ the
letter about the infinite (_=XY_.).]

DISTr_GuIsHED SI_,--In
the first place I can with
great difficulty conceive, how it can be proved, d p_rf/, that
bodies exist having motion and figure, seeing that, in extension considered absolutely in itself, nothing of the kind
is met with. Secondly, I should like to learn from you,
how this passage in your letter on the infinite is to be
understood :--" They do not hence infer that suchthi_8 elude
number by the multitude of their componentpar_s." For,
as a matter of fact, all mathematicians seem to me always to
demonstrate, with regard to such infinities, that the number of the parts is so great, as to elude all expression in
terms of number. And m the example you give of the
two circles, you do not appear to prove this statement,*
which was yet what you had uudertaken to do. For in
this second passage you only show, that they do not draw
this conclusion from "the _._ive
_
of the _ng
1 Tschirnhausen.
g Vlz., "They do not hence infer ....

component paris, m
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space," or from the fact that "we do not know the _azimum
and the minimum
of the said space ; " but you do not demonstrate,
as you intended,
that the conclusion
is not
based on the multitude
of parta, &c.
2 May,

1676.

LETTER
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[S24n_za

TO

_

(LXXXI)
_

e_plains h_ v_w

4, @ tl

of the infiu_e.]

DISTINGUXSHED SIR,--My statement
concerning the infinite, that an infinity of parts cannot be inferred from a
multitude of parts, is plain when we consider that, if such
a conclusion could be drawn from a multitude
of parts, we
should not be able to imagine a greater multitude
of parts;
the first-named multitude,
whatever it was, would have to
be the greater, which is contrary to fact. For in the whole
space between two non-concentric
circles we conceive a
greater multitude
of parts than in half that space, yet
the number of parts in the half, as in the whole of the
space, exceeds any assignable number.
Again, from extension, as Descartes conceives it, to wit, a quiescent mass,
it is not only difficult, as you say, but absolutely impossible
to prove the existence of bodies.
For matter at rest, as it
is in itself, will continue at rest, and will only be determined to motion by some more powerful external cause;
for this reason I have not hesitated on a former occasion to
affirm, that the Cartesian principles
of natural things are
useless, not to say absurd.
The

Hague,

5 May,

1676.

i Tschir_
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('L'X'_XII.)
SPINOZA.

[How ca_ the variety of the universe be show_ _ pr_
the Etpinozistiz conceTtion of extension ?]

fro_

MOST Lm_R_ED SI_,--I
wish you would gratify me in
this matter by pointing out how, from the conception of
extension, as you give it, the variety of the universe can be
shown _ pr/ori.
You recall the opinion of Descartes,
wherein he asserts, that this variety can only be deduced
from extension, by supposing that, when motion was started
by God, it caused this effect in extension.
Now it appears
to me, that he does not deduce the existence of bodies from
matter at rest, unless, perhaps, you count as nothing the
assumption of God as a motive power; you have not shown
how such an effect must, _ pr/or/, necessarily follow from
the nature of God.
A d£fficulty which Descartes professed
himself unable to solve as being beyond human under.
standing.
I therefore ask you the question, knowing that
you have other thoughts on the matter, unless perhaps
there be some weighty
cause for your unwillingness
hitherto to disclose your opinion.
If this, as I suppose,
be not expedient, give me some hint of your meo:ning.
You may rest assured, that whether you spe_ openly with
me, or whether you employ reserve, my regard for you will
remain unchanged.
My special reasons for making the requests
are as
follows :--I have always observed in mathematics,
that
from a given thing considered in itself, that is, from the
definition of a given thing, we can only deduce a single
property ; if, however, we require to find several properties,
we are obliged to place the thing defined in relation
to
other things.
Then from the conjunction of the definitions
of these things new properties
result.
For instance, if I
regard the circumference
of a circle by itself, I can only
infer that it is everywhere alike or lm_form, in which
property it differs essentially from all other curves; I shall
2 Tsckumhatu_n.
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never be able to infer any other properties. But if I place
it in relation with other things, such as the radii drawn
from the centre, two intersecting lines, or many others, I
shall be able hence to deduce _auy prol_rties ; this seems
to be in opposition to Prop. xvi. of your Ethics, almost
the principal proposition of the first book of your treatise.
For it is there assumed as known, that from the given
definition of anything several properties can be deduced.
This seems to me impossible, unless we bring the thing
defined into relation with other things ; and further, I am
for this reason unable to see, how from any attribute
regard_l singly, for instance, infinite extension, a variety
of bodies can result ; if you think that this conclusion cannot be drawn from one attribute considered by itself, but
from all taken together, I should like to be instructed by
you on the point, and shown howit should be conceived.-Farewell, &c.
Paris, 23 June, 1676.
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[Sl_inoza gives the required e_lanation_
tTeat£seof Huet, &e.]

Men,:on8 the

I_STXNeUISHEVSrR,wWith regard to your question as
to whether the variety of the universe can be deduced
d/rr/or/from the conception of extension only, I believe I
have shown clearly enough alreaAy that it cz.nnot; and
that, therefore, matter has been ill-defined by Descartes as
extension; it must necessarily be explained through an
attribute, which expresses eternal and infinite essence.
But perhaps, some day, if my llfo be prolonged, I may
discuss the subject with you more dearly.
For hitherto
I have not been able to put any of these matters into due
order.
As to what you add; namely, that from the definition
1 T_t.hirnhausen.

_I0
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of a _ven thing consideredin it_]fwe can only deduce a
single property, this is, perhaps, true in the case of very
simple things (among which I count figures), but not in
realities.
For, from the fact alone, that I define God as a
Being to whose essence belongs existence, I infer several
of His properties ; namely, that He necessarily exists, that
He is One, unchangeable,
infinite, &c. I could adduce
several other examples, which, for the present, I pass over.
In conclusion,
I ask you to inquire, whether
Huet's
treatise
(against the "Tractatus
Theologico-Politicus")
about which I wrote to you before, has yet been published,
and whether you could send me a copy.
Also, whether
you yet know, what are the new discoveries about refraction.
And so farewell, dear Sir, and continue to regard
yours, &c.
The

Hague,

15 July,

1676.
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TO

(LXVII.)
SPINOZA.

EAlbert Burgh annaunces
his receTtion into the Rom_h
Church, and e_ho_s S19in_za to foUvw his ezam_le. 1]
I promised
to write to you on leaving my country, if
anything noteworthy
occurred on the journey.
I take the
opportunity
which offers of an event of the utmost importance, to redeem my engagement,
by informing
you that I
have, by God's infinite
mercy, been received into the
Catholic Church and made a member of the same.
You
may learn the particulars
of the step from a letter which
I have sent to the distinguished
and accomplished
Professor Craanen of Leyden.
I will here subjoin a few
remarks for your special benefit.
Even as formerly I a_lmired you for the subtlety and
keenness of your natural gifts, so now do I bewail and
deplore you ; inasmuch as being by nature most talented,
I The whole
parts a_ seemed

-[r_.]

of this very long letter is not given here, but only such
most charactermtic_
or are alluded to in Spinoza's
reply.
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and adorned by God with extraordinary
gifts; being a
lover, nay a coveter of the truth, you yet allow yourself to
be ensnared and deceived by that most wretched and most
p_oud
of beings,
evil spirits.
all your?
philosophy,
what the
is itprince
but aof mere
illusion As
andforchimera
Yet to it you entrust not only your peace of mind m
this life, but the salvation of your soul for eternity.
See
on what a wretched foundation all your doctrines rest.
You assume that you have at length discovered the true
philosophy.
How do you know that your philosophy is
the best of all that ever have been taught in the world,
are now being taught, or ever shall be taught?
Passing
over what may be devised in the future, have you examined all the philosophies,
ancient as well as modern,
which are taught
here, and in India, and everywhere
throughout
the whole world ? Even if you have duly examlned them, how do you know that you have chosen the
best ? You will say • "My philosophy is in harmony with
right reason ; other philosophies
are not."
But all other
philosophers
except your own followers disagree with you,
and with equal right say of their philosophy what you say
of yours, accusing you, as you do them, of falsity and
error.
It is, therefore, plain, that before the truth of your
philosophy can come to light, reasons must be advanced,
which are not common to other philosophies,
but apply
solely to your own; or else you must admit that your
philosophy is as uncertain and nugatou
as the rest.
However, restricting myself for the present to that book
of yours with an impious title, _ and mingling
your philosophy with your theology, as in reality you mingle them
yourself, though with diabolic cnnnin_, you endeavour to
maintain, that each is separate from the other, and has
different principles, I thus proceed.
Perhaps you will say: "Others
have not read Holy
Scripture so often as I have ; and it is from Holy Scripture,
the acknowledgment
of which distinguishes
Christians
from the rest of the world, that I prove my doctrines.
But how?
By comparing the clear passages with the
more obscure Iexplain Holy Scripture, and out of my ini . Traet_tus

Theologieo-Politlca._

_
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terpretatlous
I frame dogmas, or else confirm those which
are already concocted in my brain."
But, I adjure you,
reflect seriously on what you say. How do you know,
that you have made a right application of your method, or
again that your method is sufficient for the interpretation
of Scripture, and that you are thus interpreting Scripture
aright, especially as the Catholics say, and most truly, that
the universal Word of God is not handed down to us in
writing, hence that Holy Scripture
cannot be explained
through itself, I will not say by one man, but by the
Church herself, who is the sole authorized
interpreter ?
The Apostolic traditions must likewise be consulted, as is
proved by the testimony of Holy Scripture and the Holy
Fathers, and as reason and experience suggest.
Thus, as
your first principles are most false and lead to destruction,
what will become of all your doctrine, built up and
supported on so rotten a foundation ?
Wherefore, if you believe in Christ crucified, acknowledge your pestilent heresy, reflect on the perverseness of
your nature, and be reconciled with the Church.
How do your proofs differ from those of all heretics, who
ever have left, are now leaving, or shall in future leave
God's Church ? All, like yourself, make use of the same
principle, to wit, Holy Scripture taken by i_self, for the
concoction and establishment
of their doctrines.
Do not flatter yourself with the thought, that neither
the Calvinists,
it may be, nor the so-called Reformed
Church, nor the Lutherans, nor the Mennonites, nor the
Socinians, &c., can refute your doctrines.
All these, as I
have said, are as wretched as yourself, and like you are
dwelling in the shadow of death.
If you do not believe in Christ, you are more wretched
than I can express.
Yet the remedy is easy.
Turn away
from your sins, and consider the deadly arrogance of your
wretched and insane reasoning.
You do not believe in
Christ.
Why?
You will say: "Because the teaching and
the life of Christ, and also the Christian teaching concern/ng Christ are not at all in harmony with my teaching."
But
again, I say, then you dare to think yourself greater than
all those who have ever risen up in the State or Church
of God, patriarchs,
prophets, apostles,
martyrs, doc_or_,

L ETT_,R
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confessors, and holy virgins innumerable,
yea, in your
blasphemy,
than Christ himself.
Do you alone surpass
all these in doctrine, in manner of life, in every respect ?
Will you, wretched pigmy, vile worm of the earth, yea,
ashes, food of worms, will you in your unspeakable
blasphemy, dare to put yourself before the incarnate, infinite
wisdom of the Eternal Father ? Will you, alone, consider
yourself wiser and greater than all those, who from the
beginning of the world have been in the Church of God, and
have believed, or believe still, that Christ would come or
has already come ? On what do you base this rash, insane,
deplorable, and inexcusable arrogance ?
•

•

•

•

•

•

If you cannot pronounce on what I have just been enumerating
(divining rods, alchemy, &e.), why, wretched
m_n, are you so puffed up with diabolical pride, as to pass
rash judgment on the awful mysteries of Christ's life and
passion, which the Catholics themselves in their teaching
declare to be incomprehensible ? Why do you commit the
furt..her insanity of silly and futile carping at the numberless miracles and signs, which have been wrought through
the virtue of Almighty
Ood by the apostles and disciples
of Christ, and afterwards by so many thousand saints, in
testimony to, and confirmation of the truth of the Catholic
faith; yea, which are being wrought in our own time in cases
without number throughout the world, by God's almighty
goodness and mercy ? If you cannot gainsay these, and
surely you cannot, why stand aloof any longer ? Join hands
of fellowship, and repent from your sins : put on humility,
and be born again.
[A_'t'_ Burg_ reque_t_ Slainoza to ¢onslder : _) The largs
number of bslievers iv the _ornizh faith.
Oi.) The unintevruTtsd sueeesslo_ of the Church.
(iii.) The fact that a
few unlearaed
men converted the world to Christianity.
(iv.) The antiquity, the immutability,
the infallibility, the
ineorruption,
the _nity, and the vast extent of the Catholic
Religion;
aleo the fact, that secession from it involves
¢Zamna_ioa, and that it wilt itself endure as long as the
4oov_.
(v.) The admirable
organization of the l_omi_h
Ghurdt.
(vi.) The _n_joeriormorality of Catholics.
(vii.)
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The frequent cases of recantatizn of opi_zlons among heretics.
(viii.) The miserable life led by atheists, whatever their
o_tward demeanour may be.] * * * *
I have written this letter to you with intentions truly
Christian;
first, in order to show the love I bear to you,
though you are a heathen; secondly, in order to beg you
not to persist in converting others.
I therefore will thus conclude : God is willing to snatch
your soul from eternal damnation,
if you will allow Him.
Do not doubt that the Master, who has called you so often
through others, is now calling you for the last time through
me, who having obtained grace from the ineffable mercy of
God Himself, beg the same for you with my whole heart.
Do not deny me.
For if you do not now give ear to God
who calls you, the wrath of the Lord will be kindled ag_in_
you, and there is a danger of your being abandoned by
His infinite mercy, and becoming a wretched victim of the
Divine Justice which consumes all things in wrath.
Such
a fate may Almighty
God avert for the greater glory, of
His name, and for the salvation of your soul, also for
a salutary example for the imitation of your most unfortunate and idolatrous followers, through our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, Who with the Eternal
Father liveth and
reigneth
in the Unity of the Holy Spirit, God for all
Eternity.
Amen.
Fl,renee, IIL Non. Sept cloI_c_v.
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(LYXTI.)

SPinOZA To ALBERT BVRGH.
[Spinoza

laments the step t_aken by his puFil, and a_wers
arguments.
The Hague, end of 1675.J

Ids

That, which I could scarcely believe when told me by
others, I learn at last from your own letter;
not only have
you been made a member of the Romish Church, but you are
I There is a kind of affectation very consistent with the letter in the
usv uf the c_a_sicalcalendar and Roman _aumela_sf_)rthe date.
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become a very keen champion of the same, and have already
learned wantonly to insult and rail against your opponent_.
At first I resolved to leave your letter unanswered,
Lhinking that time and experience
will assuredly
be of
more avail than reasoning, to restore you to yourself and
your friends ; not to mention other arguments,
which won
your approval formerly, when we were discussing the case
of Steno, 1 in whose steps you are now following.
But
some of my friends, who like myself had formed great
hopes from your superior talents, strenuously
urge me not
to fail in the offices of a friend, but to consider what you
lately were, rather thanwhat
you are, with other arguments
of the like nature.
I have thus been induced to write you
this short reply, which I earnestly
beg you will think
worthy of calm perusal.
I will not imitate those adversaries
of Romanism, who
would set forth the vices of priests and popes with a view
to kindling your aversion.
Such considerations
are often
put forward from evil and unworthy
motives, and tend
rather to irritate than to instruct.
I will even admit, that
more men of learning and of blameless
life are found in
the Romish Church than in any other Christian body; for,
as it contains more members, so will every type of character
be more largely represented
in it. You cannot possibly
deny, unless you have lost your memory as well as your
reason, that in every Church there are thoroughly
honourable men, who worship God with justice and charity.
We
have known many such among the Lutherans, the Reformed
Church, the Mennonites,
and the Enthusiasts.
Not to go
further, you knew your own relations,
who in the time of
the Duke of Alva suffered every kind of torture bravely and
willingly for the sake of their religion.
In fact, you must
admit, that personal holiness is not peculiar to the Romish
Church, but common to all Churches.
As it is by this, that we know "that we dwell in God
and He in us" (1 Ep. John, iv. 13), it follows, that what
distlnauiahes
the Romish Church from others must be
something
entirely
superfluous,
and therefore
founded
solely on superstition.
For, as John says, justice
and
I A Danish
anatomist,
at Floren_.e in 1669.

who

renounced

Lutheranism

for Catholicism
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charity are the one sure sign of the true Catholic faith,
and the true fruits of the Holy Spirit.
Wherever
they
are found, there in truth is Christ; wherever they are
absent, Christ is absent also.
For only by the Spirit of
Christ can we be led to the love of justice and charity.
Had you been w_Hing to reflect on these points, you would
not have ruined yourself, nor have brought deep affliction
on your relations, who are now sorrowSllly bewailing yore"
evil case.
But I return to your'letter, which you begin, by lament_ng that I allow myself to be ensnared by the prince of
evil spirits.
Pray take heart, and recollect
yourself.
When you had the use of your faculties, you were wont, if
I mistake not, to worship an In6nite
God, by Whose
emcacy all things absolutely
come to pass and are preserved; now you dream of a prince, God's enemy, who
against God's will ensnares and deceives very many men
(rarely good ones, to be sure), whom God thereupon hands
over to this master of wickedness to be tortured eternally.
The Divine justice therefore allows the devil to deceive
men and remain unpunished ; but it by no means allows
to remain unpunished the men, who have been by that
self-same devil miserably deceived and ensnared.
These absurdities
might so far be tolerat_l,
if you
worshipped
a God infinite and eternal;
not one whom
Chastillon, in the town which the Dutch call Tienen, gave
with impunity to horses to be eaten.
And, poor wretch,
you bewail me ? M_ philosophy, which you never beheld,
you style a chimera.
0 youth deprived of understandlng,
who has bewitched you into believing, that the Supreme
and Eternal is eaten by you, and held in your intestines ?
Yet you seem to wish to employ reason, and ask me,
have ever been taught in t_ _rld, or ate bei_ taught, or
ever _
betaugkt?"
a question which I might with much
greater right ask you ; for I do not presume that I have
found the best philosophy, I know that I understand
the
true philosophy.
If you ask in what way I know it, I
answer: In the same way as you know that the three
angles of a triangle are equal to two right angles:
that
this is snf_ent,
will be denied by no one whose brain is
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sound, and who does not go dreaming of evil spirits inspiring us with false ideas like the true.
For the truth is
the index of itself and of what is false.
But you, who presume that you have at last found the
best religion, or rather the best men, on whom you have
pinned your credulity, you, "who ]_'now that they are the
be_t among all who have taught, do now teach, or shall in
future teach other religions. Have you examined all religions,
ancient as well as modern, taught here and in India and
everywhere throv, gheut the world ? And, if you have duly
examined them, how do you know that you have chosen the
best" since you can give no reason for the faith that is in
yoa?
But you will say, that you acquiesce in the inward
testimony of the Spirit of God, while the rest of mankind
are ensnared
and deceived by the prince of evil spirits.
But all those outside the pale of the Romish Church can
with equal right proclaim of their own creed what you
proclaim of yours.
As to what you add of the common consent of myriads
of men and the uninterrupted
ecclesiastical
succession,
this is the very catch-word
of the Pharisees.
They with
no less confidence than the devotees of Rome bring forward their myriad witnesses, who as pertinaciously
as the
Roman witnesses repeat what they have heard, as though
it were their personal experience.
Further, they carry back
their line to Adam.
They boast with equal arrogance, that
their Church has continued to this day unmoved and unimpaired in spite of the hatred of Christians
and heathen.
They more than any other sect are supported by antiquity.
They exclaim with one voice, that they have received their
traditions
from God Himself, and that they alone preserve
the Word of God both written and unwritten.
That all
heresies have issued from them, and that they have remained constant through thousands
of years under no
constraint of temporal dominion, but by the sole efficacy
of their superstition,
no one can deny.
The miracles they
tell of would tire a thousand tongues.
But their chief
boast is, that they count a far greater number of martyrs
any other nation, a number which is daily increased
by those who suffer with singular constancy for the faith
they profess ; nor is their boasting false.
I myself knew
II.

_1_
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among others of a certain Judah called the faithful, 1 who in
the midst of the flames, when he was already thought to be
dead, lifted his voice to sing the hymn beginu_ng, "To
Thee, O God, I offer up my soul," and so singing perished.
The organization
of the Roman Church, which you so
greatly praise, I confess to be politic, and to many lucrative.
I should believe that there
was no other more
convenient
for deceiving the people and keeping men's
minds in check, if it were not for the organization
of the
Mahometan
Church, which far surpasses it. For from the
time when this superstition
arose, there has been no schism
in its church.
If, therefore,
you had rightly judged, you would have
seen that only your third point tells in favour of the
Christians,
namely,
that unlearned
and common men
should have been able to convert nearly the wimle world to
a belief in Christ.
But this reason militates not only for
the Romish Church, but for all those who profess the name
of Christ.
But assume that all the reasons you bring forward tell
in favour solely of the Romish Church.
Do you think
that you can thereby prove mathematically
the authority
of that Church ? As the case is far otherwise, why do you
wish me to believe that my demonstrations
are inspired
by the prince of evil spirits, while your own are inspired
by God, especially as I see, and as your letter clearly
shows, that you have been led to become a devotee of this
Church not by your love of God, but by your fear of hell,
the single cause of superstition ? Is this your humih'ty,
that you trust nothing to yourself,
but everything
to
others, who are condemned by many of their fellow men ?
Do you set it down to pride and arrogance, that I employ
reason and acquiesce in this true Word of God, which is in
the mind and can never be depraved or corrupted ? Cast
i . Don Lope de Vera y Alareon de San Clemente,a Spanish nobleman whowas converted to Judaism through the study of Hebrew, and
was burnt at Valladolid on the 25th July, |644.'--l_OLLOCK'SI:_o.z'a,
chap. ii., last note. Mr. Pollock refutes the inference of Grit% that
Spinosa's childhoodmust have been spent in SImin, by pointing out that
t_ word used here, "novi, _ is the same as that used above of Albert
Borgh's knowledge of his ancestors' sufferings, of which he was
certainly not an eye-wituess.
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away this deadly
supers_tion,
acknowledge
the reason
which God has given you, and follow that. unless you
would be numbered with the brutes.
Cease, T say, to _II
ridiculous
errors mysteries, and do not basely confound
those things which are unknown
to us, or have not yet
been discovered, with what is proved to be absurd, like the
horrible secrets of this Church of yours, which, in proportion as they are repugnant to right reason, you believe to
transcend the understanding.
But the fundamental
principle of the "Traetatus
Theologieo-Poli_ieus,"
that Scripture should only be expounded
through Scripture, which you so wantonly without any
reason proclaim to be false, is not merely assumed, but
ca_rically
proved to be true or sound;
especially in
chapter vii., where also the opinions of adversaries
are
confuted;
see also what is proved at the end of chapter
xv.
If you will reflect on these things, and also examine
the history of the Church (of which I see you are completely ignorant),
in order to see how false, in many
respects, is Papal tradition, and by what course of events
and with what cunning the Pope of Rome six hunch'ed
years after Christ obtained supremacy over the Church, I
do not doubt that you will eventually
return to your
senses. That this result may come to pass I, for your sake,
heartily wish.
Farewell, &c.
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book, 1 and that among the works for me to refute he
places your MS.
For I certainly have never entertained
the intention of refuting auy of my adversaries • they all
seem to me utterly unworthy of being answered.
I do not
remember to have said to Mr. Neustadt
anything more,
than that I proposed to illustrate
some of the obecurer
passages in the treatise with notes, and that I should add
to these your MS., and my answer, if your consent could
be gained, on which last point I begged him to al_ak to
you, adding, that if you refused permission on the _o_round,
that some of the observations in my answer were too harshly
put, you should be given full power to modify or expunge
them.
In the meanwhile,
I am by no means angry with
Mr. Neustadt,
but I wanted to put the matter before you
as it stands, that if your permission
be not granted, I
might show you that I have no wish to publish your MS.
against your will.
Though I think it might be issued
without endangering
your reputation, if it appears without
your name, I will take no steps in the matter, unless you
give me leave.
But, to tell the truth, you would do me a
far greater kindness, if you would put in writing the argu.
ments with which you think you can impugn my treatise,
and add them to your MS.
I most earnestly beg you to
do this.
For there is no one whose arguments
I would
more willingly consider;
knowing,
as I do, that you are
bound solely by your zeal for truth, and that your mind is
singularly
candid,
I therefore
beg you again and again,
not to shrink from undertaking
this task, and to believe
me, Yours most obediently,
B. DE SrI_OZA.
t The

"Tractatus

Theologico-Politieus."
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