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I will dwell in folitude amidft the ruins of cities: I will enquire of the
moruments of antiquity, what was the wifdr»m of former ages: I will
afk the afhes of Icgiﬂatnrs, what caufes have Ere.'&e.ci ard overthrown
eupies ; woat are the principles of national profperity and misfortune s
what the maxims upan which the peace of [ocicty and the happinefs of
ian nuéht to be founded? Ch. iv. p. 24,
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PR EFA CE

THE plan of this publication was formed
nearly ten years ago; and allufions to it may be
Jfeen in the Preface to Travels in Syria and
Egypt, as well as at the end of that work,
publifbed in 1787. The performance was in
fome forwardnefs when the events of 1788 in
France interrupted it.  Perfuaded that a de-
velopement of the theory of political truth could -
not fufficiently acquit a citizen of bis debt to
foctety, the author wifbed to add praftice; and
that particularly at a time when a fingle arm
was of confequence in the defence of the general
caufe. Tbe Jame defire of public benefit which
induced bim to fufpend bis work, has fince en-
gaged lnm to refume it; and though it may not
poffefs the fame merit as if it bad appeared

a3 under



Vi P REF A CE,

under the circumfiaices that gave rife to i,
vot by iwazines that at a tvse when new paf-
fisns cre burfiing forth, paj.crs that mufl com-
mumicate ther aGiity to tle religious opinons
of men, 1 15 of imbortance to diffeminate fuch
moral truths as ar: calculated to operate as a
fort of curd and refiraint. It is with this view
be bas end-avoured to grve to thefe truths,
bitherto ticated as obfiract, a jorm likely to
gam them a recepton. It was found impoffitle
nst t2{bock the wilent propudices of fome roaders;
but toe work, [5 for fiom !—*:z}}g the frust of @
a-fordcriyand perturbcd fpirit, bas been diftated
by a ficere Loe of srder and bumanity.
After reading this performance it will be
affed, boce 1t was pofible, in 1784, to bave bad
an d:a of what did not take place till the year
2Q0 ! The flutiin i finple : in the origmal
plan, the legylaior <5 a fifiitisus and bypo-
tbetical being : n the prefent, the author bas
Subflitited an exifling legiflator 5 and the re-
aolity bas only made the fubject additionally
mterefiing.

INVO-
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SoLiTary Rwns, facred Tombs,
ye mouldering and filent Walls, all
hail | To you I addrefs my Invoca-
tioN, While the vulgar fhrink from
ydur afpe& with fecret terror, my
heart finds in the contemplation a
thoufind delicious fentiments, athou-
fand admirable recolledions.  Preo-
nant, ¥ may truly call you, with ufeful
leflons, witn pathetic and irrefiftible

24 advice
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advice to the man who knows how
to confult you. A while ago the
whole world bowed the neck in
filences before the tyrants that op-
prefled it; and yet in that hopelefs
moment you already proclaimed the
truths that tyrants hold in abhor-
rence : mixing the duft of the proud-
eft kings with that of the meaneft
{laves, you called upon us to contem-
platethisexampleof equariTy. From
your caverns, whither the mufing
and anxious love pf LiserTy led me,
I faw efcape its venerable {hade, and
with unexpefed felicity dire@ its
flight, and marfhal my fteps the way -

to renovated France.

Tombs,
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Tombs, what virtues and potency
do you exhibit! Tyrants tremble at
your afpedt ; you poifon with fecret
alarm their impious pleafures ; they
turn from you with impatience, and,
- coward like, endcavour to forget you
amid the {umptuoufnefs of their pa-
laces. It is you that bring home the
rod of juftice to the powerful op-
preflor 5 1t is you that wreft the ill-

gotten gold from the mercilefs ex-

tortioner, and avenge thecaufe of him

that has none to help ; you com-

penfate the narrow enjoyments of -

the poor, by dafhing with care the
goblet of the rich ; to the unfortu-

pate you ofter a laft and inviolable

afylum ;

[
-
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afylum'; in fine, you give to the
foul that juft equilibrium of ftrength
and tendernefs, which conftitutes the
wifdom of the fage and the fcieﬁce
of life. The wife man looks towards
you, and {corns to amals vain gran-
deur and ufelefs riches with which
he muft foon part: you check his
lawlefs fhohts, without difarming his
adventure and his courage ; he feels
the neceflity of pafling through the
period affigned him, and he gives
employment to his hours, and makes
ufe of the goods that fortune has af-
figned him. Thus do you rein in
the wild fallies of cupidity, calm the

fever of tumultuous enjoyment, free

t]‘\.ﬂ-
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the mind from the anarchy of the
paflions, and raife it above thofe little
interefts which torment the mafs of
mankind. We alcend the eminence
you aftord us, and, viewing with cne
glance the limits of nations and the
fucceflion of ages, are incapable of
any affections but {fuchas are fublime,
and entertain no ideas but thofe of
virtue and glory.  Alas! when this
uncertain dream of life thall be over,
what then will avail all our bufy paf-
fions, unlefs they have leit behind
them the footfteps of utility !

Ye Ruins, I will return once more
toattend your leflons ! T will relume
my place in the midft cf your wide

-rr‘--r' ) 1. 2
J.r a.e“dxnc
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{preading folitude. I will leave the
tragic {cene of the paffions, will love
my {pecies rather from recolletion

than a&ual furvey, will employ my
activity in promoting their happinefs,
and compofe my own happinefs of

the pleafing remembrance that I have
haftened theirs.
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A SURVEY OF THE REVOLUTIONS
OF EMPIRES.

CHAP I

THE TOUR.,

I the eleventh year of the reign of Abd-ul
Hamud, fon of Ahmed, emperor of the T'urks;
when the Nogaian Tartars were driven from
the Crimea, and a Muffulman prince, of the
blood of Gengis Khan, became the vaffal and
"guard ofa woman, a Chriftian,and aqueen ¥;
I journeyed in the empire of the Ottomans,
and traverfed the provinces which formerly

were kingdoms of Egypt and of Syria, -

* That is to fay, in the year 1784, The reader is re=
quefted not to lofe fight of this epocha, See the notes at
the end of the volume, -

B Piredting
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Dire&ting all my attention to.what co-
cerns the happinefs of mankind in a flate of
fociety, I entered cities, and {tudied the man-
ners of their inhabitants; I gained admifiion
into palaces, and obferved the condu& of
thole who govern; I wandered over the
country, and examined the condition of the
peafants: and no where perceiving aught
but robbery and devaftation, tyranny and
wreichednefs, my heart was opprefled with
{forrow and indignation.

Every day I found in my route ficlds aban-
doned by the plough, villages deferted, and
cities in ruins. Frequently I met with an-
tiquemonuments; wrecks of temples, pa-
laces, and fortifications; pillars, aquedudts,
fepulchres. By thefe objects my thoughts
were directed to paft ages, and my mind ab-
{forbed 1n ferious and profound meditation.

Arrived at Hamfa on the borders of the_
Orontes, and being at no great diftance from
the city of Palmyra, fituated in the defert, I
refolved to examine for myfelf its boafted
monuments. After three days travel in bar-
ren folitude, and having paffed through a
valley filled with grottoes and tombs, my

4 CVEeS



REVOLUTIONS OF EMPIRES. A

eyes were fuddenly f{truck, on leaving this
valley and entering a plain, with a moft afto- |
nithing {cene of ruins. It confifted of a
countlefs multitude of fuperb columns ftand-
ing eredt, and which, like the avenues of our
parks, extended in regular files farther than
the eye could reach. Among thefe columns
magnificent edifices werc obfervable, fome
entire, others in a {tate half demolithed. The
ground was covered on all fides with frag-
ments of fimilar buildings, cornices, capitals,
fhafts, entablatures, and pilafters, all con-
firu&ted of a marble of admirable whitenefs
and exquifite workmanfhip. After a walk of
three quarters of an hour along thefe ruinss
I entered the inclofure of a vaft edifice which
had fermerly been a temple dedicated to the
fun; and I accepted the hofpitality of fome
poor Arabian peafants, who had eftablifhed
their huts in the very area of the temple.
Here I refolved for forae days to remain, that
I might contemplate, at leifure, the beauty
of fo many {tupendous works.

Every day I vifited fome of the monu-
ments whica covsered the plain; and one
evening that,my mind loft in refle¢tion, I had

B 2 advanced
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advanced as far as the Valley of Sepulchres, 1
afcended the heights that bound it, and from
which the eye commands at once the whole
of the ruins and the immentfity of the defert.
... Thefun had juft funk below thehorizon;
a ftreak of red ftill marked the place of his
defcent, behind the diftant mountains of Sy-
ria: the full moon, appearing with bright-
nefs upon a ground of deep blue, rofe in the
eaft from the {mooth bank of the Euphrates:
the fky was unclouded; the air calm and
ferene ; the expiring light of day ferved to
foften the horror of approaching darknefs ;
the refrefhing breeze of the night gratefuily
relieved the intolerable fultrinefs of the day
that had preceded it ; the fhepherds had led
the camels to their ftalls; the grey firmament
bounded the filent landfcape ; through the
whole defert every thing was marked with
ftillnefs, undifturbed but by the mournful
cries of the bird of night, and of fome cha-
cals*.., . The dufk increafed, and alreadyl
could diftinguith nothing more than the

* Ananimal confiderably like the fox, but lefs cunning,
and of 2 frightful afpect. It lives upon dead bodies,
and recks and ruins are the places of its habitation,

pale
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paie phantoms of walls and columns. ... The
folitazine{s of the fituation, the ferenity of
evening, and the grandeur of the fcene, im-
predled my mind with religious thoughtful-
nefs. The view of an illuftrious city de-
{ferted, the remembrance of paft times, their
comparifon with the prefent ftate of things,
all combined to raife my heart toa ftrain of
{ublime meditations. I fatdown on the bafe
of a column ; and there, my elbow on my
knee, and my head refting on my hand,
fometimes turning my eyes towards the de-
fert, and fometimes fixing them on the
rulns, I fell into a profound reverie.

B 3 CHAP.
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C H A P I1.

MEDITATIONS.

HERE, faid T to myfelf, an opulent city
once flourithed ; this was the {eat of a power-
ful empire. Yes, thefe places, now fo defert,
a living multitude formerly animated, and
an active crowd circulated in the (treets
which at prefent are fo folitary. Within
thofe walls, where a moumful {ilence reigns,
the noife of the arts and the thouts of joy
and feftivity continually refounded. Thele
heaps of marble formed regular palaces, thefe
proftrate pillars were the majeftic orna-
ments of temples, thefe ruinous galleries pre-
fent the outlines of public places. There a
numerous people affembled for the refpect-
able duties of i1ts worfhip, or the anxious
cares of 1ts fubfiftence : there induftry, the
fruitful inventor of fources of enjoyment,
colleed together the riches of every climate,
and the purple of Tyre was exchanged for
the precious thread of S¢rica ; the foft tiffues

of
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of Caffimere for the fumptuous carpets of
Lydia; the amber of the Baltic for the
pearls and perfumes of Arabia ; the gold of
Ophir for the pewter of Thule (4).. ..

And now a mournful fkeleton is all that
{ubfiits of this opulent city, and nothing re-
mains of its powerful government but a vain
and obf{cure remembrance ! To the tumul-
tuous throng which crowded under thefe
porticos, the folitude of death has fucceeded.
The filence of the tomb is fubftituted for
the hum of public places. The opulence of
a commercial city is changed into hideous
poverty. The palaces of kings are become
the receptacle of deer, and unclean reptiles
inhabit the fan&uary of the Gods. . . .What
glory is here eclipfed, and how many labours
are annihilated ! . .. Thus perith the works
of men, and thus do nations and empires
vanith away !

The hiftory of paft times ftrongly pre-
fented itfelf to my thoughts. I called to
mind thofe diftant ages when twenty cele-
brated nations inhabited the country around
mc. I piGtured to myfelf the Affyrian on
the banks of the Tygris, the Chaldzan on

B4 thofe
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thofc of the Euphrates, the Perfian whofe
power extended from the Indus to the Me-
diterranean. I enumerated the kingdoms of
Damafcus and Idumea; of Jerufal=m and
Samaria ; and the warlike flates of the Phi-
Iiftines ; and the commercial republics of
Phenicia. This Syria, faid I to myfelf, now
almoft depopulated, then contained a hun-~
dred flourithing cities, and abounded with
towns, villages, and hamlets (6). Every
where one might have feen cultivated fields,
frequented roads, and crowded habitations.
Ah! what are become of thofe ages of
abundance and of life ? What are become of
{o many productions of the hand of man?
Where are thofe ramparfs of Nineveh, thofe
walls of Babylon, thofe palaces of Perfepolis,
thofe temples of Balbec and of Jerufalem ?
Where are thofe fleets of Tyre, thofe dock-
yards of Arad, thofe work-fhops of Sidor},
and that multitude of mariners, pilots, mer-
ckants, and foidiers ? Where thote hufhand-
men, thofe harvefts, that piGure of animated
nature of which the earth feemed proud ?
Alas! I have traverfed this defolate country,
I have vifited the places that were the

theatre
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theatre of fo much fplendour, and I‘have
nothing beheld but {olitude and defertion ! I
looked for thofe ancient people and their
works, and all I could find was a faint trace,
like to what the foot of a paflenger leaves on
the fand. The temples are thrown down,
the palaces demolifhed, the ports fiiled up,
the towns deftroyed, and the earth, fiript of
inhabitants, fecms a dreary burying-place,
... .Great God ! from whence proceed fuch
melancholy revolutions ! For what caufe is
the fortune of thefe countries fo ftrikingly
changed? Why are fo many cities deftroy-
ed? Why 1s not that ancient population
re-produced and perpetuated ?

Thus abforbed in contemplation, new
ideas continuajly prefented themfelves to my
thoughts. Evefy thing, continued I, mif-
leads my judgment, and fills my heart with
trouble and uncertainty. When thefe coun-
tries enjoyed what conttitutes the glory and
felicity of mankind, they were an unbelieving
people who inhabited them: it was the Phes
nician, offering human facrifices to Moloch,
who brought together within his walls the
riches of eyery climate; it was the Chaldean,

proftrating
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proftrating himfelf before a ferpent *, who
fubjugated opulent cities, and laid wafte the
palaces of kings and the temples of the Gods;
it was the Perfian, the worfhipper of fire,
who collected the tributes of a hundred na-
tions; they were the inhabitants of this very
city,adorers of the {fun and ftars, who ereced
{o many monuments of affiuence and luxury.
Numerous flocks, fertile fields, abundant
harvefts, every thing that fhould have been
thereward of prety, was in the hands of ido/a-
ters: and now that a believing and boly peo-
ple occupy the countries, nothing is to be
{een but folitude and fterility. The earth
under thefe dleffed hands produces only briars
and wormwood. Man fows in anguifh, and
reapssvexation and cares ; war, famine, and
peftilence, aflfault him in turn. Yet, are not
thefe the children of the prophets? 'This
Chriftian, thisMuflulinan, this Jew, are they
not the elect of Heaven, loaded with gifts
and miracles? Why then is this race, belov-
ed of the Divinity, deprived of the favours
which were formerly fhowered upen the,
~ * The dragon Bel,
Heathen .
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Heathen? Why do thefe lands, confecrated
by the blood of the martyrs, no longer boaft
their former temperature and fertility ? Why
have thofe favours been banifhed as it were,
and transferred for {o many ages to other
pations and different climes ?

And here, purfuing the courfe of viciffi-
tudes which have in turn tranfmitted the
{ceptre of the world to people {o various in
manners and religion, from thofe of ancient
Afia down to the more recent onesof Europe,
my native country, defignated by this name,
was awakened in my mind, and turning my
eyes towards it, all my thoughts fixed upon
the fituation in which I had left it *,

I recolle@ed its fields fo richly culti-
vated, its roads fo admirably executed, its
towns 1nhabited by an immenfe multitude,
its fhips {cattered over every ocean, its ports
filled with the produce of either India; and
comparing the altivity of its commerce, the
extent of its navigation, the magnificenee of
its buildings, the arts and induftry of its in-
habitants, with all that Egypt and Syria

% In the year 1782, at thq,glofc of the American war.
could



IZ A SURVEY OF THE

could formerly boaft of a fimilar nature, I
pleafed myfelf with the idea that I had found
in modern Europe the paft {plendour of Afia:
But the charm of my reverie was prefently
diflolved by the laft ftep in the comparifon.
RefleCting that if the places before me had
once exhibited this animated picture : who,
faid 1 to myfelf, can affure me that their
prefent deiolation will not one day be the lot
of our own country ? who knows but that
hereafter fome traveller like myfelf will fit
down upon the banks of the Seine, the
Thames, or the Zuyder fea, where now, in
the tumult of enjoyment, the heart and the
eyes are too {low to take in the muititude of
fenfations ; who knows but he will fit down
{olitary amid filent ruins, and weep a people
inurned, and their greatnefs changed into an
empty name ?

"The idea brought tears into my eyes ; and
covering my head with the flap of my gar-
ment, I gave myfelf up to the moft gicomy
meditations on human affairs. Unhappy
man! faid I in my grief, a blind fatality plays
with thy deftiny (¢) ! a fatal neceffity rules
by chance the lot of mortals ! But, no: they

arg
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are the decrees of celeftial juftice that are
accomplithing! A myfterious God exercifes
his incomprehenfible judgments! he has °

doubtlefs pronouriced a fecret malediction
againft the earth ; he has ftruck with a curle

the prefent race of men, in revenge of paft

ger.cvations. Oh! who fhall dare to fathom
the depths of the Divinity ?

And I remained immoveable, plunged in
profound melancholy.

CHAP.
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CHAP IL

THE APPARITION.

IN the mean time 2 noife firivk my ear,
like to the agitation of a flowing robe. and
the flow fteps of a foot, upon the dry and
ruftling grafs. Alarmed, I drew my mantle
from my head ; and cafting round me a timid
glance, fuddenly, by the obfcure light of the
moon, through the piliars and ruins of a
temple, I thought I faw, at my left, a pale
apparition, enveloped in an immenfe dra-
pery, fimilar to what f{pectres are painted
when iffuing out of the tombs. I {huddered ;
and while in this troubled ftate, I was hefi-
tating whether to fly, or afcertain the reality
of the vifion, a hollow voice, in grave and
folemn accents, thus addrefied me :

How long will man importune the heavens
with unjuft complaint? Howlong, with vain
clamours, will he accufe Fate as the author of

his calamities ? Will he then never open his
cyes
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eyes to the light, and his heart to the infinu-
ations of truth and reafon! This truth every
where prefents itfelf in radiant brightnefs;
and he does not fee it ! The voice of reafon
ftrikes his ear ; and he does not hear it! Un-

juft man! if you can for a moment fufpend
the delufion which fafcinates your fenfes ; if

your heart be capable of comprehending the
language of argumentation, interrogate thefc
ruins! read the leflons which they prefent to
you !....And you, facred temples! venerable
tombs ! walls once glorious! the witnefles of

twenty different ages, appear in the caufe of
nature herfelf! come to the tribunal of found

underftanding, to bear teftimony againft an
unjuft accufation, to confound the declama-
tions of falfe wildom or hypocritical pietv,
and avenge the heavens and the earth of
man who calumniates them !

What is this blind fatality, that, without
order or laws, fports with the lot of mortals?
What this unjuft necefiity, which confounds
the iflue of actions, be they thofe of prudence
or thofe of fo.'v? In what confifts the male-
dictions of Heaven denounced againft thefe
countries ? Where is the divine curfe that

perpetuates
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perpetuates this {cene of defolation ? Mont«
ments of paft ages! fay, have the heavens
changed their laws, and the earth its courfe ?
Has the fun extinguithed his fires in the
region of {pace? Do the feas no longer fend
forth clouas? Are the rain and the dew fixed
in the air? Do the mountains retain their
{prings ? Are the ftreams dried up ? and do
the plants no more bear fruit and feed? An-
fwer, race of falfehood and iniquity, has God
troubled the primitive and invariable order
which he himfelf affigned to nature? Has
heaven denied to the earth, and the earth to
its inhabitants, the bleflings that were for-
merly difpenfed ? If the creation has re-
mained the fame, if its {fources and its inftru-
ments are exaltly what they once were,
wherefore thould not the prefent race have
every thing within their reach that their
anceftors enjoyed ? Falfely do you accufe
Fate and the Divinity: injurioufly do you re-
fer to God the caufe of your evils. Tell me,
perverfe and hypocritical race, if thefe places
are defolate, if powertul cities are reduced to
folitude, is it he that has occafioned the
ruin? Is it his band that has thrown down

' thefe
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thefe walls, fapped thefe temples, mutilated
thefe pillars ? or is it the hand of man? Is it
the arm of God that has introduced the
{word into the city and fet fire to the country,
murdered the people, burned the harvefts,
rootedupthe trees, and ravaged the paftures?
or 15 it the arm of man? And when, after
this devaftation, famine has ftarted up, 1s 1t
the vengeance of God that has fent it, or the
mad fury of mortals? When, during the
famine, the people are fed with unwholefome
provifion, and peftilence enfues, is it inflited
by the anger of Heaven,or brought about by
human imprudence! When war, famine,and
peflilence united have {wept away the inha-
bitants, and the land is become a defert, is it
God who has depopulated it? Is it his rapa-
city that plunders the labourer, ravages the
productive fields, and lays wafte the coun-
try ; or the rapacity of thofe who govern?
Is it his pride that creates murderous wars,
or the pride of kings and their minifters 7 Is
1tthe venality of his decifions that overthrows

the fortune of families, or the venality of the
organs of the laws? Are they his paffions

that, under a2 thoufand forms, torment in-
| C dividuals
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dividuals and nations; or the paffions of
human beings? And if in the anguith of
their misfortunes they perceive not the re-
medies, is it the ignorance of God that 15 in
fault, or their own ignorance ? Ceafe, then,
to accufe the decrees of Fate or the judg-
ments of Heaven ! If God is good, will he
be the author of your punithment? If he
is juft, will he be the accomplice of your
crimes? No, no; the caprice of which man
complains, is not the caprice of deftiny: the
darknefs that mifleads his reafon, is not the
darknefs of God; the fource of his calamities,
1s not in the diftant heavens, but ‘near to
him upon the earth; it is not concealed in
the bofom of the divinity; it refides in him-
felf, man bears it in his heart.

You murmur, and fay: Why have an un-
believing people enjoyed the bleflings of hea-
venandof the earth? Whyisaholyandchofen
race lefs fortunate than impious generations?
Deluded man! where is the contradition at
which you take offence ? Where the incon-
ﬁﬁency in which you fuppofe the juftice of
God to be involved? Take the balance of
bleflings and calamities, of caufes and effects,

and.
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aid tell me—When thofe infidels obferved
the laws of the earth and the heavens, when
they regulated their intelligent laboursby the
order of the feafons and the courfe of the
ftars, ought God to have troubled the equili-
brium of the world to defeat their prudence ?
When they cultivated with care and toil the
face of the country around you, ought he to
have turned afide the rain, to have withheld
the fertilizing dews, and caufed thorns to
{fpring up? When, to render this parched
and barren foil productive, their induftry
conftruted aqueduts, dug canals, and
brought the diftant waters acrofs the deferts,
ought he to have blighted the harvefts which
art had created ; to have defolated a country
that had been peopled in peace; to have de-
molithed the towns which labour had caufed
to flourith ; in fine, to have deranged and
confounded the order eftablithed by the
wifdom of man ? And what is this mfidelsry
which founded empires by prudence, de-
fended them by courage, and ftrengthened
them by juftice ; which raifed magnificent
cities, formed vaft ports, drained peftilential
- marthes, covered the fea with thips, the earth

Ca2 \yith
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with inhabitants, and; like the creative {pirit,
diffufed hife and motion through the world.
If fuch is impiety, what is true belief ? Does
holinefs confift in deftru@ion? Is then the
God that peoples the air with birds, the
earth with animals, and the waters with rep-
tiles; the God that animates univerfal na-
ture, 2 God that delights in ruins and fepul-
chres? Does he afk devaftation for homage,
and conflagration for facrifice? Would he
have groans for hymns, murderers to worthip
him, and a defert and ravaged world for his
temple ¢ Yet {uch, Aoly and faizbful genera-
tion, are your works ! Thefe are the fruits
of your prety! You have maffacred the peo-
ple, reduced cities to athes, deftroyed all
traces of cultivation, made the earth a {oli-
tude; and you demand the reward of your la-
bours! Miracles  are not too much for your

advantage! Foryou the peafants that you
have murdered thould be revived ; the walls
you have thrown down fhould rife again; the
harveftsyou have ravaged thould flourith; the
conduits that you have broken down fhould
be renewed ; the laws of heaven and earth,

thofe laws which God has eftablithed for the
difplay
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difplay of his greatnefs and his magnificence,

thofe laws anterior to all revelations and to
all prophets, thofe laws which paffion cannot
alter, and ignorance cannot pervert, thould
be fuperfeded. Paffion knows them not;
1gnorance, which obferves no caufe and pre-
dicts no effe, has faid in the foolithnefs of |
her heart: ¢ Every thing comes from
‘“ chance; a blind fatality diftributes good
¢ and evil upon the earth ; fuccefs is not to
““ the prudent, nor felicity to the wife.” Or
elfe, afluming the language of hypocrify,
fhe has faid: ¢¢ Every thing comes from
“ God ; and it is his {fovereign pleafure to
“ deceive the fage, and to confound the
“ judicious.” And fhe has contemplated
the imaginary {cene with complacency.
¢« Good !” the has exclaimed. “ I then am
“ as well endowed as the {cience that de-
“ {pifes me! The cold prudence which
‘¢ evermore haunts and torments me, [ will
 render ufelefs by a lucky intervention of
‘“ Providence.,” Cupidity has joined the
chorus. “ 1 too will opprefs the weak; I
“will wring fromm him the fruits of his
# labour: for fuch is the decree of Heaven,

C3 “ fuch
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“ fuch the omnipotent will of fate.”—For
myfelf, I fwear by all laws human and divine,
by the laws of the human heart, that the
bypocrite and the deceiver fhall be them-
felves deceived ; the unjuft man fhall perifh
in his rapacity, and the tyrant in his ufurpa-
tion : the fun thall change its courfe, before
folly thall prevail over wifdom and {cience,
before ftupidity fhall furpafs prudence in the
delicate art of procuring to man his true
enjoyments, and of building his happineis
upon a folid foundation.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

THE HEMISPHERE.

Thus fpoke the Apparition.  Aftonithed
at his difcourfe, and my heart agitated by a
diverfity of refletions, I was for fome time
filent. At length, affuming the courage to

{peak, I thus addrefled him: O Genius of
tombs and ruins ! your {fudden appearance
and your feverity have thrown my fenfes into
diforder, but the juftnefs of your reafoning
reftores confidence to my foul. Pardon my
ignorance, Alas! if man is blind, can that

. which conftitutes his torment be alio his
crime? I was unable to diftin guifh the voice

of reafon ; but the moment it was known to
me, I gave it welcome., Oh! if you can read
my heart, you know how defirous it is of
truth, and with what ardour it {eecks 1t ; you
know that it is in this purfuit Iam now found
in thefe remote places. Alas! I have wan-
dered over the earth, I have vifited cities and

Cq countries ;
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countries; and perceiving every where mi-
fery and defolation, the fentiment of the evils
by which my fellow creatures are tormented
has deeply affli¢ted my mind! I have faid to
myfelf with a figh: Is man, then, created to
be the vicim of pzin and anguith? And I
have meditated upon human evils, that I
might find out their remedy. I have faid, I
will {feparate mylelf from corrupt focieties ;
I will remove far from palaces where the foul
15 depraved by fatiety, and from cottages
where it is humbled by mifery. I will dwell
in folitude amidft the ruins of cities : 1 will
enquire of the monuments of antiquity what
was the wifdom of former ages : 1n the very
bofom of fepulchres I will invoke the {pi-
rit that formerly in Afia gave fplendour to
ftates and glory to their people: I will en-
quire of the afhes of legiflators what caufes
have erected and overthrown empires ; what
are the principles of national profpenty and
misfortune ; what the maxims upon which
the peace of fociety and the happinefs of

man ouzht to be fcunded.
1 ftopped ; and cafiing down my eyes, I
waited the reply of the Genius. Peace and
happinefs,
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happinefs, faid he, defcend upon him who
practifes juftice! Young man, fince your
heart fearches after truth with fincerity; fince
you candiftinguith her form through the mift
of prejudices which blind the €yes, your enes
quiry fhall not be vain: I will di{play to your
view this truth of which you are in purfuit;
I will fhow to your reafon the knowledge
which you defire ; I will reveal to you the
wifdom of the tombs, and the {cience of ages
—Then approaching me, and placing his
hand upon my head, Rife, mortal, faid he,
and difengage yourfelf from that corporeal
frame with which you are incumbered—In-
{tantly, penetrated as with a celeftial flame,
the ties that fix us to the earth feemed to
be loofened ; and lifted by the wing of the
Genius, I felt myfelf like a light vapour con-
veyed in the uppermoft region. There,
from above the atmofphere, looking down
towards the earth I had quitted, I beheld a
{cene entirely new. Under my feet, float-
ing in empty {pace, a globe fimilar to that
of the moon, but {fmaller, and lefs luminous,
prefented to me one of its faces * ; and this

* Sec Plate I, reprefenting half the terreftrial globe.

face
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face had the appearance of a ditk variegat-
ed with fpots, fome of them white and ne-
bulous, others brown, green and grey; and
while I exerted my powers 1n dilcerning
and diicruninating thefe fpots— Difciple of
truth, faid the Genius to me, have you any
recoliection of this fpeCtacle ? O Genius, I
replied, if I did not perceive the moon in a
different part of the heavens, I fhould fup-
pofe the orb below me to be that planet ; for
its appearance refembles perfetly the mcon
viewed through a telefcope at the time of an
eclipfe: one might be apt to think the va-
siegated fpots to be feas and continents.

~ Yes, faid he to me, they are the feas and
continents of the very hemifphere you in-
habit.

What, exclaimed I, 1s that the Earth that
3s inhabited by human beings ?

Itis,replied he. That brown {pace which
occupies irregularly a confiderable portion of
the difk, ard nearly furrounds it on all fides,
3s what ycu call the main ocean, which,
from the fouth pole advancing towards the
equator, firlt forms the great gulf of Africa
and India, then firetches to the eaft acrofs
the Maiay Ifiands, as far as the confines of

Tartary,
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Tartary, while at the weft it inclofes the
continents of Airica and of Europe, reach-
ing to the north of Afia.

Under our feet, that peninfula of a {quare
figure is the defert country of Arabia, and
on the left you pzrceive that great continent,
{carcely lefs barren in its interior parts, and
cnly verdant as it approaches the fea, the in~
habitants of which are diftinguithed by a
fable complexion *, To the north, and on
the other fide of an irregular and narrow
fea, are the tracts of Europe, rich in fertile
meadows and in all the luxuriance of culti-
vation, ‘To the right from the Cafpian, ex-
tend the rugged furface and fnow-topt hills
of Tartary, In bringing back the eye again
to the {pot over which we are elevated, you
fce a large white {pace, the melancholy and
uniform defert of Cobi, cutting off the em-
pire of China from the reft of the world.
China itfelf 1s that furrowed {urface which
{eems by a fudden obliquity to efcape from
the view. Farther on, thofe vaft tongues of
Jand and fcattered points, are the peninfula,

¢ Africa, + The Mediterranean,

and
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and iflands of the Malayans, the unfortunate

proprietors of aromatics and perfumes. Still
nearer you obferve a triangle which projets
firongly 1nto the fea, and 1s the too famous
peninfula of India (d). You {ee the crook-
ed windings of the Ganges, the ambitious
mountains of Thibet, the fortunate valley
of Caflimere (12), the difcouraging deferts
of Perfia, the banks of the Euphrates, and
the Tigris, the rough bed of the Jordan (4),
and the mouths of the folitary Nile. (See
the Plate.)

O Genius, faid 1, interrupting him, the
organ of a mortal would in vain attempt to
diftinguifhobjetts at fo greata diftance. Im-
mediately he touched my eyes, and they be-
came more-piercing than thofe of the cagle;
notwithftanding which riversappeared to me
no moie than meancering ribbons, ridges of
mountains irregular furrows, and great cities
a neft of boxes varied among themfelves like
the {quares in a chefs-board.

The Genius proceeded to point out the
different objets to me with his finger, and
to develepe them as he proceeded. Thefe

heaps of ruins, faid he, that you obferve in
this
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this narrow valley, laved by the Nile, are alf
that remain of the opulent cities that gave
luitre to the ancient kingdom of Ethiopia(e).
Here is the monument of its {plendid metro-
polis, Thebes with its hundred palaces ( /),
the progenitor of cities, the memento of hu-
man frailty. It was therc that a people,
fince forgotten,. difcovercd the elements of
{cience and art, at a time when all other men
were barbarous, and that a race, now regard-
ed as the refufe of {ociety, becaufe their hair
is woolly, and their {kin is dark, explored
among the phenomena of nature, thofe civil
and religious {yitems which have fince held
mankind in awe. A little lower the dark
{pots that you obferve are the pyramids (1)
whofe mafles have overwhelmed vour ima-
gination. Farther on, the coaft (3) that you
behold limited by the {ca on one fide, and
by a ridge of mcuntains on the other, was
the abode of the Phenician nations; there
{tood the powertul cities of Tyre, Sidon,
Afcalon, Gaza, and Berytus, This ftream
of water, which {eems to difembogue itfelf
into no fea (4), is the Jordan ; and thefe bar-

ren rocks were formerly the {cene of events,
whofe
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whofe tale may not be forgotten. Hete you
find the defert of Horeb, and the hill of Si-
nai ( 5), where, by artifice which the vulgar
were unable to penectrate, a {ubtle and dar-
ing leader gave birth to inftitutions of me-
morable influence upon the hiftory of man-
kind. Upon the barren ftrip of land which
borders upon this defert, you fee no longer
any trace of fplendour; and yet here was
formerly the magazine of the world. Here
were the ports of the Idumeans (g), from
whence the fleets of the Phenicians and the
Jews, coafting the peninfula of Arabia, bent
their voyages to the Perfian gulf, and im-
ported from thence the pearls of Havila, the
gold of Saba and Ophir. It was here, on
the fide of Oman and Bahrain, that exifted
that fite of magnificent and luxurious com-
merce, which, as it was tranfplanted from
country to country, decided upon the fate of

ancient nations. Hither were brought the
vegetable aromatics, and the precious ftones

of Ceylen, the thawls of Caffimere, the dia-
monds of Golconda, the amber of the Mal-
dives, the mufk of Thibet, the aloes of Co-
chin, the apes and the peacocks of the con-

tinent
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tinent of India, the mcenfe of Hadramut,
the myrrh, the filver, the gold duft, and the
ivory of Africa. From hence were export-
ed, fometimes by the Black Sea, in fhips of
Egypt and Syria, thefe commodities, which
conftituted the opulence of Thebes, Sidon,
Memphis, and Jerufulem ; fometimes af-
cending the courfe of the Tygris and the
Euphrates, they awakened the a&ivity of
the Affyrians, the Medes, the Chaldeans,
and the Perfians, and according as they were
ufed or abufed, cherithed or overturned their

wealth and profperity. Hence grew up the
magnificence of Perfepolis, of which you

may obferve the mouldering columns (8) ;
of Ecbatana (g), whofe feven-fold walls are
levelled with the earth; of Babylon (10),
the ruins of which are trodden under foot
of men (4) ; of Nineveh (11), whofe name
feems to be threatened with the fame obli-
vion, that has overtaken its greatne(s; of
Thapfacus, of Anatho, of Gerra, and of the
melancholy and memorable Palmyra, O
names, for ever glorious ! celebrated fields !
famous countries! how replete is your af-
pect with fublime inftruction! How many

I profound
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profound truths are written on the furface
of this earth! Ye places that here witnefled
the life of man, in fo many different ages, aid
my recollethion while I endeavour to trace
~ the revolutions of his fortune ! Say, what
were the motives of his condu®, and what
his powers ! Unveil the caufes of his mif-
fortunes, teach him true wifdom, and let the
experience of paft ages become a mirror of
inftruction, and a germ of happinefs to pre-
fent and future generations !

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

CONDITION OF MAN IN THE UNIVERSE,

A r TER a fhort filence, the Genius thus
refumed his inftructions :

I have already obferved to you, O friend
of truth, that man vainly attributes his mif-
fortunes to obfeure and imaginary agents,
and feeks out remote and myfterious caufes,
from which to deduce his evils. In the ge-
neral order of the univerfe, his condition 1s
doubtlefs fubjeGted to inconveniencies, and -
his exiftence over-ruled by fuperior powers;
but thefe powers are neither the decrees of a
blind deftiny, nor the caprices of fantaftic
beings. Man is governed, like the world of
which he forms a part, by natural laws, re-
gular in their operation, confequent in their
effets, immutable in their effence; and thefe
laws, the common {ource of good and evil,
are neither written in the diftant ftars, nor
concealed in myfterious codes: inherent in
the nature of all terreftrial beings, identified

D with
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with their exiftence, they are at all times and
in all places prefent to the human mind ; they
act upon the fenfes, inform the intelle&, and
annex to every aCtion its punifhment and 1ts
reward. Let man ftudy thefe laws, let him
underftand his own nature, and the nature of
the beings that furround him, and he will
know the fprings of his deftiny, the caufes ot

his evils, and the remedies to be apphed.
When the fecret power that animatcs the
univerfe, formed the globe of the earth, he
ftamped on the beings which compofe it ef-
{ential properties, that became the rule of
their individual aétion, the tie of their reci-
procal connetions, and the caufe of the har-
mony of the whole. He hereby eftablifhed
a regular order of caufes and effets, of prin-
ciples and confequences, which, under an
appearance of chance, goveras the univerfe,
and maintains the equilibrium of the world.
Thus ke gave tofirc motion and altivity, te
air elafticity, to matter weight and denfity;
he made air lighter thap water, metals hea-
vier than earth, wood lefs cohefive than
fieel ; he ordered the flame to afcend, the
{tone to fall, the plant to vegetate ; to maf,
whom
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whom he decreed to expofe to the encoun-
ter of fo many {ubftances, and yet withed to -
preferve his frail exiftence, he gave the fa-
culty of perception. By this faculty, every
action injurious to his life gives him a fen-
fation of pain and evil, and every favourable
ation a fenfation of pleafure and good. By
thefe impreflions, fometimes led to avoid

what is offenfive to his fenfes, and {ometimes
attraCted towards the objects that foothe and

gratify thern, man has been neceflitated to
love and preferve his exiftence.  Self-love;
the defire of happinefs, and an averfion to
pain, arc the effential and primary laws that
nature herfelf impofed on man, that the
‘ruling power, whatever it be, has eftablithed
to govern hini : afid thefe laws, like thofe of
motion in the phyfical world, are the fimple
and prolific principle of every thing that
takes place in the moral world.

Such then is the condition of man: éon
one fide, fubjected to the action of the ele-
ments around him, he is expofed to a variety
of inevitable evils ; and if 1n this decree Na-
ture appears too fevere, on the other hand,
juft and even indulgent, fhe has not only

D 2 tempered



16 A SURVEY OF THE

tempered thofe evils with an equal portion
of benefits, the has moreover given him the
power of augmenting the one, and diminith-
ing the other. She has feemingly faid to
him, ¢ Feeble work of my hands, I owe you
“ nothing, and I give you life. The world
“ in which I place you was not made on
“ your account, and yet I grant you the ufe
“ of it. You will find 1n 1t a mixture of
“ good and evil. It is for you te diftinguith
“ tnem ; you muft direct your own fteps in
“ the paths of flowers and of thorns. Be the
‘ arbitrator of your lot ; I place your deftiny
“ 1n gour hands.”——=Yes, man 1s become
the artificer of his fate; it is himfelf who
" has created in turn the viciflitudes of his
fortune, his fucceffes. and his difappoint-
ments ; and if, when he reflets on the for-
rows which he hasaffociated to human life,
he has reafon to lament his weaknefs and
his folly, he has perhaps ftill more right to
prefume upon his force, and be confidént in
his energies, when he recolleéts from what
point he has fet out, and to what heights he
has been capable of clevating himfelf.

A CHAP
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CHAP. VL

ORIGINAL §TATE OF MAN,

IN the origin of things, man, formed equal.
'ly naked both as to body and mind, found
him{elf thrown by chance upon a land con-
fufed and favage. An orphan, deferted by
the unknown power that had produced him,
he faw no fupernatural beings at hand toad-
vertife him of wants that he owed merely to
his fenfes,and inform him of duties fpringing
{olely from thofe wants. Like other ani-
mals, without experience of the paft, with-
out knowledge of the future, he wandered in
forefts, guided and governed purely by the
affetions of his nature. By the pain of
hunger he was direCted to feek food, and he
provided for his fubfiftence ; by the incle-
mencies of the weather, the defire was ex-
cited of covering his body, and he made
himfelf cloathing: by the attraction of a
powerful pleafure, he approached a fellow-
being, and perpetuated his {pecies.

D3 ‘Thus

ok
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Thus the imprefiions he received from
external objelts, awakening his faculties,
developed by degrees his underftanaing,
and begzan to inftru&t his profound igno-
rance : his wants called forth his induftry;
his dangers formed his mind to courage ; hc
learned to dnﬁmgm{h ufcful from pernicious
'plants, to refift the elements, to feize upon
his prey, to defend his life; and his mifery
was alleviated,

Thus felf-love, averfion to pain, and defire
of bappinefi, were the fimple and powerful
motives which drew man from the favage
and barbarous ftate in which Nature had
placed bim: and now that his life is fown
with enjoyment, that he can every day count
upon fome pleafure, he may applaud himfelf
and fay: ““I¢ s [ who have produced the
' bleffings that encompafs me; [ am the
“ fabrieator of my own felicity ; a fecure
* habitation, coinmodious raiment, an abun-
“ dance of wholefome provifion in rich vas
“ rlety, fmiling valleys, fertile hills, popu=
“ lous empires, thele are the works of my
“ hand ; but for me, the earth, given up to

“ diforder, would have been nothing more
 thai
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“ than a poifonous {wamp, a favage foreft,
‘¢ and a hidecus detert !’ True, mortal
creator ! I pay thee homage! Thou haft
meafured the extent of the heavens, and
counted the ftars, thou haft drawn the light-
ning from the clouds ; conquered the fury

of the fea and the tempeft, and fubje@ted
all the elements to thy will! But, oh ! how
many errors are mixed with thefe fublime
energies |
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CHAP VIL

PRINCIPLES OF SOCIETY.

| | the mean time, wandering in woods
and upon the borders of rivers, in purfuit of
deer and of fifh, the firk human beings,
hunters and fifhermen, befet with dangers,
affailed by enemies, tormented by hunger, by

reptiles, and by the animals they chafed, felt
their individual weaknefs ; and, impelled by

a common want of fafety, and a common
{fentiment of the fame evils, they united their
powers and their ftrength, When one man
was expofed to danger, numbers fuccoured
and defended him; when one failed in pro-
vifion, another fhared with him his prey.
Men thus aflociated for the fecurity of their
exiftence, for the augmentation of their fa-
culties, for the protection of their enjoy-
ment ; and the principle of {ociety was that
of felf-love. |
Afterwards, inftructed by the repeated ex-
perience of diverfe accidents, by the fatigues
§ of
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of a wandering life, by the anxiety refulting
from frequent fcarcity, men reafoned with
themfelves, and fuid: ¢ Why (hould we con-
« fume our days in fearch of the feattered
 fruits which a parfimonious {oil afford. ?
# Why weary ourfelves in the purfuit of
“ prey that efcape us in the woods or the
¢ waters ? Let us affemble under our hand
“ the animals that nourifh us; let us apply
s« our cares to the increafe and defence of
“ them, Their prodnce will afford us a fup-
¢ ply of food, with their fpoils we may
¢¢ clothe ourfelves, and we fhall live exempt
« from the fatigues of the day, and folicitude
¢ for the morrow.” And aiding each other,
they feized the nimble kid and the timid
fheep; they tamed the patient camel, the fe-
rccious bull, and the inpetuous horfe; and

applauding themfelves on the fuccefs of their
~ induftry, they fat down in the joy of their
hearts,andbegan to tafte repofe and trapquil-
lity: and thus /*/f-/ove, the principle of all
their reafoning, was the inftigator to every
art and every enjoyment.

Now that men could pafs their days in
lefure,and the communication of their ideas,

thcy
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they turned upon the earth, upon the hea-
vens, and upon themfelves an eye of curiofity
and refleGion. They obferved the courfe of
the feafons, the action of the elements, the
properties of fruits and plants; and they ap-
phed their minds to the multiplication of
their enjoyments. Remarking in certain
countries the nature of {feeds, which contain
within them{elves the faculty of re- producing
the parent plant, they employed to their own
advantage this property of Nature : they com-
mitted to the earth bérley, wheat, and rice,
and reaped a produce equal to their moft fan-
guine hopes. Thus they found the means
of obtaining within a fmall compafs, and
without the necefiity of perpetual wander-
ings, a plentiful and durable ftock of pro-
vifon; and encouraged by this difcovery,
they prepared for themfelves fixed habita-
tions, they conftru&ed houfes, viilages, and
towns ; they affumed the form of tribes and
of nations: and thus was fe/f-/ove rendered
the parent of every thing that genius has
effeed, or human power performed.
By the fole aid then of his faculties, has
man been able to raife himfelf to the aftonifh-

mg
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ing height of his prefent fortune. Too
happy would have been his lot, had he, fcru-
pulouﬂy obferying the law imprinted on his
nature, conftantly fulfilled the objet of it!
But, by a fatal imprudence, fometimes over-
looking and fometimes tranfgrefling its li-
mits, he plunged in an abyfs of errors anidl
misfortunes ; and fe/f~/sve, now difordered,

and now blind, was converted i into 3 proh.ﬁc
fource of calamities,

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIIL

SOURCE OF THE EVILS OF SOCIETY,

j reality, {carcely were the faculties of
men expanded, than, feized by the attrattion
of obje@s which flatter the fenfes, they gave
themfelves up to unbridied defires. The
{fweet fenfations which nature had annexed
to their true wants, to attach them to life, no
Jonger {ufficed. Not fatisfied with the fruits
which the earth offered them, or their in-
duftry produced, they were defirous of heap-
ing up enjoyments, and they coveted thofe
which their fellow-creatures poffeffed. A
ftrong man rofe up againft a weak one to
tear from him the profit of his labour: the
weak man folicited the fuccour of a neigh-
bour, weak like himfelf, to repel the violence.
Th: ftrong man in his turn aflociated him-
{elf with another ftrong man, and they faid :
““ Why fhould we fatigue cur arms 1in pro-
“ ducing enjoyments which we find in the

“ hands of the feeble, who are unable to de-
« fend
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¢ fend themiclves? Let us unite, and plun-
¢ der them. They fhall toil for us, and we
¢ thall enjoy in indolence the fruit of their
« exertions.” 'The ftrong thus aflociating
for the purpofe of oppreflion, and the weak
for refiftance, men reciprocally tormented
cach other, and a fatal and general difcord
was eftablithed upon the earth, in which the
paffions, affluming a thoufand new forms,
have never ceafed to generate a regular train
of calamities,

Thus that very principle of felf-love,
which, when reftrained within the limits of
prudence, was a fource of improvement and
felicity, became transformed, in its blind and
difordered ftate, into a contagious poifon,
Cupidity, the daughbter and companion of
ignorance, has produced all the mifchiefs
that have defolated the globe.

Yes, ignoranee and the love of accumu-
lation, thefe are the two fources of all the
plagues that infeft the life of man! They
have infpired him with falfe ideas of his
happinefs, and prompted him to mifconftrue
and infringe the laws of nature, as they re-
lated to the connection between him and

exterior
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exterior obje@s. Through them his conduct
has been 1njurious to his own exiftence, and
he has thus violated the duty he owes td
himfelf; they have fortified his heart againft
eompaflion, and his mind againft the diGates
of juttice, and he has thus violated the duty
he owes to others. By ignorance and inor-
dinate defire, man has armed himfelf againft
man, family agairtft family, tribe againft
tribe, and the earth is converted inté a
bloody theatre of difcord and robbery:
Thev have fown the feeds of fecret war
in the bofom of every fizcte, divided thé
citizens from each other, and the fame fo-
ciety is conftituted of opprefiors and op-
prefled, of mafters and flaves. They have
taught the heads of nations, with audacious
nfolence, to turn the arms of the fociety
againft itfelf, and to build upon mercenary
avidity the fabric of political defpotifm :
or they have taught a more hypocritical
and deep-laid project, that impofed, as the
ditate of heaven, lying fantions and a
facrilegious yoke: thus rendering avarice
the fource of credulity. In fine, they have
cosTupted every idea of good and evil, juft and

UIfj l.lﬁ |
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unjuft, virtue and vice: they have mifled
nations in a never-ending labyrinth of cala-
mity and miftake. Ignorance and the love
of accumulation !....Thefe are the malevo-
lent beings that have laid wafte the earth ;
thefe are the decrees of fate that have over-

turned empires; thefe are the celeftial ma-
ledi&tions that have ftruck thofe walls once
{o glorious, and converted the fplendour of a
populous city into a {ad {pectacle of ruins!...
Since then it was from his own bofom all
the evils proceeded that have vexed the life
of man, it was there al{o he ought to have

fought the remedies, where only they are to
be found.

CHAP
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CHAP IX

THE ORIGIN OF GOVERNMENT ANDLAWS:

IN truth, the period foon arrived when
men, tired of the ills they occafioned each
other, fighed after peace; and reflecting on
the nature and caufes of thofe 1lls, they faid
“ We mutually injure one another by our
« paffions, and from a defire to gra{p cvery
“ thing we in reality poffefs nothing. What
« one ravithes to-day, another tears from
¢ him to-morrow, and our cupidity rcbourids
“ upon our own heads. Let us eftablifh
« arbitrators, who fhall decide our claims
“ and anpeafc our variances. When the
“ ftrong rifes up againft the weak, the arbi-
« trator {hall repel him; and the life and
« property of each being under a common
¢ guarantee and pro::e&ion, we fhall enjoy
* all the bleffings of nature.”

Convcnuons, tacit or exprefled, were ths
introduced into {ociety, and became the rule
of the a&ions of individuals, the meafure of

thed
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their claims, and the law of their reciprocal
relations. Chiefs were appointed to enforce
the obfervance of the compadt, and to thefe
the people entrufted the balance of rights,
and the {word to puntfh violations.

Then a happy equilibrium of powers and
of a&ion was eftablithed, which conftituted
the public fafety. The names of equity
and juftice were acknowledged and revered.
Every man, able to enjoy in peace the fruits
of his labour, gave himfelf up to all the
energies of his foul; and activity, awakened
and kept alive by the reality or the hope of
enjoyment, forced art and nature to difplay
all their treafures, The fields were covered
with harvefts, the valleys with flocks, the
hills with vines, the fea wuh fhips, and
man was happy and powerful upon the
earth.

The diforder his imprudence had caufed,
his wifdom thus remedied. But this wifdom
was ftill the effe@® of the laws of nature mn
the organization of his being. It was to fe-
cure his own enjoyments, that he was led to
refpect thofe of another, and the defire of

E accumuilation
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accumulation found #s correGtive 1n erm-
lightened felf-love.

Self-love, the eternal {pring of alion in
évery individual, was thus the neceffary bafis
of all aflociations ; and upon the obfervance
of this natural Jaw has the fate of every na-
tion depended. Have the faitious and
conventional laws of any fociety accorded
with this law, and corre{pended to its de-
mands ! In that cafe every man, prompted
by an overpowering inftin¢t, has exerted all
the faculties of his nature, and the public
felicity has been the refult of the various
portions of individual felicity. Have thefe
laws, on the contrary, reftrained the effort of
man in his purfuit of happinefs? In that cafe
his heart, deprived of all its natural motives,
has languithed in naction, and the oppref-
fion of individuals has engendered general
weaknefs.

Seli-love, impetuous and rafh, renders
man the enemy of man, and of confequence
perpetually tendsto the diffolution of fociety.,
It is for the art of legiflation, and for the

virtue of munifters, to temper the grafping
* {elfifhnefs
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felfithnefs of individuals, to keep each man’s
defire to poflefs every thing in a nice equi-
poife, and thus to render the fubjé&s happy,
in order that, in theé ftruggle of this with
any other fociety, all the members fhould
have an equal intereft in the prefervation and
defénce of the commonwealth.

From hence it follows, that the internal
fplendour and profperity of empires, have
been in proportion to the equity of their go-
vernments ; and their external power re-
{peively, in proportion to the number of
perfons interefted in the maintenance of the
political conftitution, and their degree of in-
tereft in that maintenance.

On the other hand, the multiplication of
men by complicating their ties, having ren-
dered the demarcation of their rights a point
of difficult decifion ; the perpetual play of
the paffions having given rife to unexpelted
incidents; the conventions that were formed
having proved vicious, inadequate, or nuil ;
the authors of the laws having either mifun-
derftood the obje& of them, or diffembled
it, and the perfons appointed to execute

them, inftead of reftraining the Inordinate
E 2 defires
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defires of others, having abandoned them-
felves to the {way of their own avidity—fo-
cicty has, by thefe caufes united, been thrown
into trouble and diforder; and defeGtive laws
and unjuﬁ‘govérnments, the refult of cupi-
dity and ignorance, have been the founda-

tion of the misfortunes of the people, and
the {ubverfion of ftates.

CHAP.



REVOLUTIONS OF EMPIRES. §3

CHAP X

GENERAL CAUSES OF THE PROSPERITY
OF ANCIENT STATES.

L

SUCH, O man, who enquireft after wifdom,
have been the caufes of the revolutions of
thofe ancient ftates of which you contem-
plate the ruins! Upon whatever {pot I fix my
view, or to whatever period my thoughts
recur, the {ame principles of elevation and
decline, of profperity and deftru¢tion, pre{ent
themfelves to the mind. If a people were
powerful, if an empire flourifhed, it was be-
caufe the laws of convention were conform-
able to thofe of nature; becanfe the govern-
ment procured to every man refpetively the
free ufe of his faculties, the equal fecurity of
his perfon and property, On the contrary, if
an empire has fallen to ruin or difappeared,
it is becaufe the laws were vicious or imper-
fect, or a corrupt government has checked
their operation. If laws and government, at
firft rationaland juft, have afterwards become

E 3 depraved,
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depraved, it is becaufe the alternative of good
and evil derives from the nature of the
heart of man, from the fucceffion of his ine
clinations, the progrefs of his knowledge,
thc combination of eventsand circumftances;
as the hiftory of the human fpecies praoves.
In the infancy of nations, when men ftil]
lived in forefts, all fubje® to the fame
wants, and endowed with the fame faculties,
they were nearly equal in ftrength 5 and this
equality was a circumftance highly advan-
tageous to the formation of fociety, Each
individual finding himfelf independent of
every other, no one was the flave, and no
one had the idea of being mafter of another.
Untaught man knew ncither fervitude nor
tyranny. Supplied with the means of pro-
viding fufficiency for his fubfiflence, he
thought not of borrowing from ftrangers.
Owing nothing, and exacting nothing, he
judged of the rights of others by his own,
Ignorant alfo of the art of multiplying en-
joyments, he provided only what was necef-
fary; and fuperfluity being unknown to him,
the defire toengrofs of confequence remained

unexcited; or if excited, as it attacked others.
in
y
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in thole pofleffions that were wholly indif-
penfible, it was refifted with energy, and the
very forefight of this refiftance maintained a
{alutary and immoveable equilibrium.

Thus original equality, without the aid
of convention, maintaincd perfonal liberty,
fecured individual property, and produced
order and good manners, Each man labous-
ed feparately and for himfelf : and his heart
being occupied, he wandered not in purfuit
of unlawful defires. Iis enjoyments were
few, but his wants were fatisfied : and as
nature had made thele wants lefs extenfive
than his ability, the labour of his hands
Joon produced abundance; abundance popu-
lation ; the arts developed themfelves, culti-
vation ex:ended, and the carth, covered with
numerous inhabitants, was divided into dif«
ferent domains.

The relations of men becoming compli-
cated, the interior order of {ociety was more
difhcult to maintain. Time and induftry
having created affluence, cupidity awoke
from its flumber ; and as equality, eafy be-
tween individuals, could not {fubfift between
families, the national balance was deftroyed.

L4 It
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It was neceffary to fupply the lofs by means
of an artificial balance ; it was neceffary to
appoint chiefs, and cftablith laws; but as
thefe were occafioned by cupidity, in the ex-
perience of primitive times they could not
but partake of the origin from which they
{prung. Various circumftances however con-
curred to temper the diforder, and make it
indifpenfible for governments to be juft.

States being at firft wealk, and having ex-
ternal cnemies to fear, it was in reality of
importance to the chicfs not to opprefs the
{utje®. By diminifhing the intereft of the
citizens in their government, they wouldhave
diminifhed their means of refiftance ; they
would have facilitated foreign invafion, and
thus endangered their own exiftence for
{uperfluous enjoyments.

Internally, the character of the people was
repcllent to tyranny. Men had too long con-
tracted habits of independence; their wants
were too limited, and the confcioufnels of
their own iftrength too infeparable from their
minds, |

states being clofely knit together, it was
ditficult to divide the citizens, in order to

opprefs
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opprefs fome by means of others. Their
communication with each other was too eafy,
and their interefts too fimple and evident.
Befide, every man being at once proprietor
and cultivator, he had no inducement to fell
himfelf, and the defpot would have been un-
able to find mercenaries.

If diffenfions arofe, it was between family
and family, one faction with another; and a
confiderable number had ftill one common
intereft.  Difputes, it is truc, were in this
cafe more warm, but the fear of foreign in-
vafion appeafed the difcord.  If the oppref-
fion of a party was effe®ed, the earth being
open before it, and men, fill fimple in their
manners, finding every where the fame ad-
vantages, the party migrated and carried
their independence to another quarter.

Ancient ftates then enjoyed in themfelves
numerous means of profperity and power.

As every man found his well-being in the
conftitution of his country, he felt a lively
intereft in its prefervation; and if a foreign
power invaded it, having his habitation and
his field to defend, he carried to the combat
the ardour of a perfonal caufe, and his pa-

triotie
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triotic exertions were prompted by felf-de-
fence.

As every action ufeful to the public ex-
cited its efteem and gratitude, each was ea-
ger to be ufeful, and talents and civil virtues
were multiplied by felf-love. .

As every citizen was called upon indifcri-~
minately to contribute his proportion of pro-
perty and per{onal effort, the armies and the
treafuries of the flate were inexhauftible.

As the earth was free, and its poffeflion
ealy and {ecure, every man was a proprie-
tor, and the divifion of property, by render-
inz luxury impoflible, preferved the purity
of manners,

As everyman ploughed his own field, cul-
tivation was more active, provifions more
abundant, and indivadual opulence confii-
tuted the public wealth.

As abundance of provifion rendered fub-
filtence eafy, population rapidly increafed,
and ftates quickly arrived at their plenitude,

As the produce was greater than the con-
fumption, the defire of commerce ftarted up,
and exchanges were made between different
nations, which were an additional {ftimulus to

their
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their a&ivity, and increafed their reciprocal
enjoyments,

In fine, as certain places in certain epo-
chas combined the advantage of good go-
yernment with that of being placed in the
road of circulation and commerce, they be-
came rich magazines of trade, and powerful
{eats of dominion. It was in this manner
that the riches of India and Europe, accu-
mulated upon the banks of the Nile, the
Tigris, and the Euphrates, gave {ucceffive
exiftence to the fplendour of a thoufand
metropolifies.

The people, become rich, applied their
fuperfiuity of means to labours of public uti-
lity; and this was, in every ftate, the @ra of
thofe works, the magnificence of which afto-
nifhes themind ; thofe wells of T'yre (7), thofe
artificial banks of the Euphrates, thofe con-
duits of Medea (£), thofe fortreffes of the
Defert, thole aqueducts of Palmyra, thofe
temples, thofe porticos.... And thefe im-
menfe labours were little oppreflive to the
nations that completed them, becaufe they
were the fruit of the equal and united effort
of individuals free to act and ardent to defire.

Thus
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“Thus ancient ftates profpered, becaufe fo-

cial inftitutions were conformable to the true
* Jaws of nature, and becaufe the {ubje&s of
thofe ftates, enjoying liberty and the fecurity
of their perfons and their property, could
difplay all the extent of their faculties, and

all the energy of felf-love.

CHAP.
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CHAP XL

GENERAL CAUSES OF THE REVOLUTIONS
AND RUIN OF ANCIENT STATES.

IN the mean time the inordinate defire of
accumulation had excited a conftant and

univerfal ftruggle among men, and this
ftruggle, prompting individuals and focie-
ties to reciprocal invafions, occafioned per-
petual commotions and {ucceffive revolu-
tions.

At firft, in the favage and barbarous ftate
of the firft human beings, this inordinate
defire, daring and ferocious in its nature,
taught rapine, violence, and murder; and
the progrefs of civilization was for a long
time at a ftand.

Afterwards, when focieties began to be
formed, the effe& of bad habits communi-
cating itfelf to laws and government, civil
inftitutions became corrupt, and arbitrary
and fatitious rights were eftablithed, which
eave the people depraved ideas of juftice and
morality.

Becaufe
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Becaufe one man, forexample, was ftrong-
er than another, this inequality, the refult of
accident, was taken for the law of nature (/) ;
and becaufe the life of the weak was in his
power, and he did not take it from him, he
arrogated over hus perfon the abfurd right of
property, and inuividual flavery prepared the
way for the flavery of nations.

Becaufe the chief of a family could exer-
cife an abfolute authority in his own houfe,
he made his inclinations and affections the
fole rule of his condu&t ; he conferred and
withheld the conveniences and enjoyments
of life without refpect to the law of equality -
or juftice, and paternal tyranny laid thefoun-
dation of political defpotifm ().

In {ocieties formed upon fuch bafes, time
and 1nduftry having developed riches, inordi-
nate defire, reftricted by the laws, became
artificial without being lefs aCtive. Under
the mafk of union and civil peace, it engen-
dered in the bofom of every {tate an inteftine
war, in which the citizens divided into op-

pofite corps of orders, claffes, and families,
auned to appropriate to themfelves, under

the name of fupresic power, the ability of
grafping
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grafping ard congrolling every thing at the
will of their paffions. It is this fpirit of ra-
pacity, the difguiles of which are innume-
rable, but its operation and end uniformly
the fame, that has been the perpetual fcourge
of nations.

Sometimes oppofing {ocial compad&t, or de-
{troying that which already exifted, it has
abandoned the inhabitants of a country to
the tumultuous fhock of all their jarring
principles ; and the diffolved ftates, under
the name of anarciy, have been torment-
ed by the paffions of every individual mem-
ber.

Sometimes a people jealous of its liberty,
having appointed agents to adminifter, thefe
agents have affumed to themfelves the powers
of which they were only the guardians; have
employed the public funds in corrupting
eleCtions, gaining partizans, and dividing the
people againftitfelf. By thefe means, from
temporary, they have become perpetual,
from eleCtive, hercditary magiftrates; and
the ftate, agitated by the intrigues of the
ambitious, by the bribes of the wealthy
leaders of factions, by the venality of the

indolent poor, by the e'n pirici{im of declaim-
ers,
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ers, has been troubled with all the incon-
veniences of democracy.

Inone country, the chiefs,equal in ftrength,
mutually afraid of each other, have formed
vile compacts and coalitions, and portioning
out power, rank, honours, have arrogated to
themfelves privileges and immunities ; have
ereCed themf{elves 1nto {eparate bodies and
diftinct claffes; have tyrannifed in common
over the people, and, under the name of
ariflacracy, the flate has been tormented by
the paffions of the wealihy and the great.

In another country, tending to the fame
end by different means, facred impoftors have
taken advantage of the credulity of the igno-
rant. In the fecrecy of temples, and behind
the veil of altars, tiiey have made the Gods
{peak and alt; have delivered oracles, worked
pretended miracles, ordered facrifices, impof-
ed offerings, prefcribzd endowments; and,
under the name of zbeccracy and religiin, the
ftate has been tormented by the pafilons of
pricts.

Sometimes, weary of its diforders or of its
tyrants,a nation, to diminifh the {curcesof its
evils, gave itfelf a fingle mafter. In that cafe,
if the powers of the prince were limited,

his
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his only defire was to extend them ; if in-
definite, he abufed the truft that was con-
fided to him ; and, under the name of mo-
narchy, the ftate was tormented by the paf-
fions of kings and princes.

Then the factious, taking advantage of the
general difcontent, flattered the people with
the hope of a better mafter; they fcattered
gifts and promifes, dethroned the defpot to
{ubftitute themielves in his ftead; and dif-
putes for the fucceffion or the divifion of
power, have tormented the ftate with the dif-
orders and devaftations of csvi/ war.

In fine, among thefe rivals, one individual
more artful or more fortunate than the reft,
gaining the afcendancy, concentred the
whole power in himfelf. By a fingular phe-
nomenon, one man obtained the m:ftery over
millions of his fellow-creatures, againft their
will, and without their confent; afid thus
the art of #yranny appears alfo to have been
the offspring of inordinate defire. Obferving
the fpirit of egotifm that civi_ed mankind,
the ambirious adroitly fomenied this fpirit
he flattered the vanity of one, excited the

jealoufy of another, favoured the avarice of a
E thirg,



66 A SURVEY OF THE

third, enflamed the refentment of a fourth;
irnitated the paffions of all. By oppofing
interefts or prejudices, he fowed ‘the feeds
of divifionsand hatred. He promifed to the
poor the fpcil of the rich, to tHe rich the
fubjugation of the poor; threatened this
man by that, one clafs by another ; and ifo<
lating the citizens by diftruft, he formed his
own {trength out of their weaknefs, and im-
poled on them the yoke of opinion, the knots
of which they tied with their own hands.
By means of the army he extorted contribu-
tions ; by the contributions he difpofed of
the army; by the correfponding play of
money and places, he bound all the people

with a chain'that was not to be broken, and

the ftates which they compofed fell into the
flow decay of defpatifm.

Thus did one and the fame {pring, vary-

ing its action under all the forms that have
been enumerated, inceffantly attack the con-

tinuity of ftates, and an eternal eircle of vis

ciffitudes have fprung from an eternal circle
of paiiions.

This conftant {pirit of egotifin operated
two principal effelts eqally deftructive: the

one,



REVOLUTIONS OF EMPIRES. 67

one, that by dividing {ocieties into all their
frattions, a ftate of debility was produced,
which facilitated their diffolution ; the other,
that always tending to concentre the power
1 a fingle hand, it occafioned a fucceflive
abforption of focieties and ftates, fatal to .
their peace and to their common exift-
ence (n).

Juft as in a fingle ftate, the nation had
been abforbed in a party, that party ina
family,and that family in an individual, there
alfo exifted an ablorption of a fimilar kind
between ftats and flate, attended with all
the mifchiefs in the relative fituation of na -
tions, that the other produced in the civil
relation of individuals. One city {fubjected
its neighbour city, and the refult of the con-
queft was a province; province fvrallowed
up province, and thus produced a kingdom;
between two kingdoms a conqueft took
place, and thus furnithed an empire of un-
weildy bulk. Did the internal force of thefe
{tates increafe in proportion to their mals?
On the contrary, it was diminifhed; and far
from the condition of the people being hap-
pier, it became every day more oppreflive and

| F2 wretched,
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wretched, by caufes inevitably flowing from
the nature of things.

Becaufe, as the boundaries of ftates be-
came extended, their adminiftration became
mere complicated and difficult; and to give
motion to the mafs it was neceffary to in-
creaie the prerogatives of the fovereign, and
all proportion was thus annihilated between
the duty of governors and their power.

Becauie defpots, feeling their weaknefs,
dreaded all thofe circumftances that deve-
loped the force of nations, and made it their
ftudy to attenuate it.

Becaufe nations, ¢ttranged from each other
by the prejudices of ignorance and the fero-
city of hatred, feconded the perverfity of
covernments, and employing a ftanding force
for recirrocal offence, aggravated their fla-
very.

ccaufe, 1n proportion as the balance be-
tweea ftates was broken, it became cafy for
the ftrong to overwhelm the weak.

Becaufe, in proportion as {tate became
blended with ftate, the people were ftripped
of their laws, their cuftoms, every thing by
which they were diftinguithed from each

other,
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other, and thus loft the great mover Je/f/h-
nefs, which gave them energy.

And defpots, confidering empires in the
light of domains, and the people as their
property, abandoned themfelves todepreda-
tions, and the licentioufnefs of the moft ar-
bitrary authority.

And all the force and weaith of nations
were converted into a {fupply for individual
expence and perfonal caprice; and kings,
in the wearifomenefs of fatiety, followed the
dictates of every faltitious and depraved
tafte (9). They muft have gardens conitruét-
ed upon arches, and rivers carried to the
fummit of mountains ; for them fertile fields
muit be changed into parks for deer, lakes
formed wherc there was no water, and rocks
elevated in thofe lakes; they muilt have pa-

laces conitructed of marble and porphyry,
and the furniture ornamented with gold and

diamonds. Millions of hands were thus em-
pleyed 1n ftertie labours; and the luxury of
princes being imitated by their parafites, and
defcending ftep by ftep to the loweft ranks,
became a general fource of corruption and

cmpoverifhment,
F 3 And
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Ard the ordinary tributes being no longer
adequate to the infatiable thirft of enjoy-
ment, they were augmented: the confe-
quence of which was, that the cultivator,
finding his toil increafe without any indem-
nity, loft his courage ; the merchant, {eeing
himf{elf robbed, tcok a difguft to induftry ;
the multitude,condemned to a ftate of poverty,
exerted them{clves no farther than the pro-
curement of neceflaries required, and every
{pecies of prodwdiive activity was at a ftand.

And the furcharge of taxes rendering the
pofieflion of lands burthenfome, the humble
proprictor abandoned his field, or fold it to
the man of opulence; and the mafs of wealth
centered in a few individuals. As the laws
and inftitutions favoured this accumulation,
nations were divided into a {mall body of
indolent rich, and a multiude of mercenary
poor. The people, reduced to .indigence,
debafed themfelves; the great, cloyed with
fuperfiuity, became depraved; and the num-
ber of citizens interefted in the prefervation
of the ftate decreafing, its ftrength and
exiftence were by fo much the more pre-

r
CariLus.

In
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In another view, as there was nothing to
gxcite emulation or encourage inftrution,
the minds of men funk into profound igno-
rance.

The adminiftration of affairs being fecret
and myfterious, there exifted no means of re-
form or hope of better times; and as the
chiefs ruled only by violence and fraud, the
people confidered them but as a faCtion of
public enemics, andall harmony between the
governcd and the governors was at an end.

The ftates of opulent Afia become ener-
vated byallthefe vices, it happened at length
that the vagrant and poor inhahitants of the
defeits and the mountains adjacent, coveted
the enjoyments of the fertile plains, and
inftigated by a common cupidity, they at-
tacked polifhed empires, and overturned the
thrones of defpots,  Such revolutions were
rapid and eafy, becaufe the policy of tyrants
had enfeebled the citizens, razed the for-
trefles, deftroyed the warlike {pirit of refift-
ance, and becaufe the opprefled fubjet was
without perfonal intereft, and the mercenary
{oldier without courage. |

Hordesef barbarians having reduced whole

F g nations
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naticns to a ftate of flavery, it followed that
empires, formed of a conquering and a
vanquifhed people, urited in their bofom
two claffes of men efientially oppofite and
inimical to each other. All the principles of
{ociety were diffolved. There was no longer
either 2 common intereit, or public {pirit:
on the contrary, a diftin&tion of cafts and
conditions was eft2rlifhed, that reduced the
maintenance of diforder toa regular fyftem ;
ard accordinzly as a man was defcended
from this or thaet blood, he w.s born vafial
or tyrant, live ftock or propric.or.

The opprefiis being 1n t'is cafe lefs
numercus than the onpreffed, it became ne-
cefiery, in crder to fupport this falle equi-
librium, tc bring the icience of tyranny to
peric@ivu.  The art of governing was now
nothing mcre than that of fubjeéting the
many to the few. To obtiin an obedience
fo contrary to inftinct, it was neceffary to
eftzblith the moft {evere penalties; and the
crucity of the laws rendered the manners
atrocicus. I'ne diftinétion of perfons alfo
eftablifbing in the ftate two codes of juftice,
two foecies of rights, the peopie, placed

between
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between the natural inchinations of their
hearts, and the oath they were obliged to
pronounce, had two contradiftory con-
{ciences; and their ideas of juft and unjuit

had no longer any foundation in the under-
 ftanding.

Under {uch a fyftem the people fell into
a ftate of depreflion and defpair ; and the
accidents of nature increafing the prepon-
derance of evil, terrified at this groupe of
calamities, they referred the caufes of them
to fuperior and invifible powers: becaufe
they had tyrants upon earth, they {uppofed
there to be tyrants in heaven; and fuperfti-
tion came in aid to aggravate the difafters of
nations.

Hence originated gloomy and mifanthro-
pic {yftems of relizion, which minted the
Gods malignant and envious like human de-
fpots. Toappeale them, man oftered the fa-
crifice of all his enjoyments, punithed him-
{elf with privations, and overturned the laws
of nature. Confidering his pleafures as
crimes, his fufferings as expiations, he en-
deavoured to cherith a paffion for pain, and
to renounce {cif-love ; he perfecuted his

{enfes ;
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fenfes, detefted his life, and by a felf-des
nying and unfocial fyftem oi morals, na-
tions were plunged in the fluggithne(s of
death. |

But as provident nature had endowed the
heart of man with nexhauftible hope, per
cetving his defires difappointed of happinefs
here, he purfued it elfewhere; by a fweet
illufion, he formed to him/elf another coun-
try, an afylum, where, out of the reach of
tyrants, he fhould regain all his righte.
Hence a new diforder arofe. Smitten with
his imaginary world, man defpifed the world
of pature : for chimerical hopes he negleted
the realitv. Iic no longer confidered his
life but as a fatiguing journey, a painful
dream; his body as a priion that withheld
him from his felicity; the earta as a place
of exile and pilgrimage, which he difdained
to cultivate. A facred floth then eftablithed
itfelf in the world; the fields were deferted,
wafte laads increafzd, empires were difpeo-
pled, monuments negle&ted,and every where
ignerance, fuperftition and fanaticifm units
ing their baleful effects, multiplied devafta-

tiens 2n4d ruins.

Thus,
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Thus, agitated by their own paffions,
men, whether in their individual capacity,
or as colle@ive bodies, always rapacious and
improvident, paffing from tyranny to flavery,
from pride to abje&nefs, from prefumption
to defpair, have been themfelves the eternal
inftruments of their misfortunes.

Such was the fimplicity of the principles
that regulated the fate of ancient ftates; fuch
was the feries of caufes and effeéts, confe-
cutive and conne&ed with each other, ac-
cording to which they rofe or fell in the fcale

of human welfare, juit as the phyfical caufes
of the human heart were therein obferved

or infringed. A hundred divers nations, a
hundred powerful empires, in their inceffant
viciffitudes, have read againand again thefe
inftructive leflons to mankind . .. And thefe
Jeflons are mate and forgotten! The dif-
cafes of paft times have zppeared again in
the prefent! The heads of the different
governments have practifed again, without
reftraint, exploded projects of deception and

defpotifm ! The people have wandered as
before in the labyrinths of fuperftition and
ignorance !

And
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And what, added the Geudus, calling up
his energies afreih, 1s the confequence of all
this # Since expericice 1s ufelefs, fince fa-
lutary examples are forgotten, the fcenes
which were a&ed b=fore are now about to
be renewed ; revolutions will again agitate

people and empires ; powerful thrones will,
as before, be overturned; and terrible ca-

taltrophes remind the human f{pecies, that
the laws of nature, and the precepts of
wifdom and truth, cannot be trampled upon

1N vain.

CHAP.
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CHAP XIL

LESSONS TAUGHT BY ANCIENT, RE«"
PEATED IN MODERN TIMES.

IN this manner did the Genius addrefs me.
Struck with the reafonablenels and cohe-
rence of his difcourfe, and a multiplicity of
ideas crowding upon my mind, which, while
they thwarted my habits, led my judgment
at the fame time captive, I remainedabforbed
in profound filence. Meanwhile, as in this
fombre and thoughtful difpofition I kept my
eyes fixed upon Afia, clouds of {moke and
of flames at the north, on the thores of the
Black Sea, and in the fields of the Crimea,
{uddenly attraCted my attention. Theyap-
peared to afcend at once from every part of
the peninfula, and pafling by the ifthmus to
the continent, they purfued their courfe, as
if driven by an eafterly wind, along the miry
lake of Afoph, and were loft in the verdant
plains of the Coban.  Obferving more at-
tentively the courfe of thefe clouds, I per-

ceived
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ceivad that they were preceded or followed
by fwarms of living beings, which, like ants
difturbed by the foot of a paffenger, were in
hvely altion. Sometimes they feemed to
move towards and rufh againit each other,
and numbers after the concuffion remained
motionlefs. Difquieted at this fpetacle, I
was endeavouring to diftinguith the objeéts,
when the Genius faid to me : Do you fee
thofe fires which fpread over the earth, and
are you acquainted with their caufes and
efte&s ?—O Genius, I replied, I fee columns
of flame and fmoke, and as it were infeéts
that accompany them ; but difcerning with
difficulty, as I do, the mafies of towns and
monuments, how can I diftinguifb fuch petty
creatures ? I can fee nothing more than that
thefe infeéts feem to carry on a fort of mock
battles ; they advance, they approach towards
each other, they attack, they purfue.—1It is
no mockery, faid the Genius, it is the thing
itfelr.—And what name, replied I, thall we
give to thefe foolith animalculz that deftroy.
each other? Do they live only for a day, and
is this fhort life further abridged by violence
and murder *—The Genius then once more

| touched
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touched my eyes and my ears.  Liften, faid
he to me, and obferve.—Immediately, turn-
ing my eyes in the fame direCtion, alas! faid
1, tranfpierced with anguith, thefe columns
of flame, thefe infects, O Genius! they are
men, and the ravages of war! Thefe tor-
rents of flame afcend from towns and vil-
lages fet on firc! I fee the horfemen that
light them. I{ee them {word in hand over-
run the country. Old men, women, and
children, in confufed multitudes, fly before
them. I fee other horfemen, who, with their
pikes upon their fhoulders, accompany and
diret them: I can even diftinguith by their
led horfes, by their 2alpacks, and by their
tufts of hair (p), that they are Tartars; and
without doubt thofe who purfue them in tri-
angular hats and green uniforms are Mufco=<
vites. I underftand the w