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HE delay in receiving instructions from his govern-

ment, duringtheautumn
of 1792, causedMorris
infinite annoyance, and placed him in a most equivocal
position toward the French Government ; and it was not
until the end of November that he received a letter from
the Secretary of the Treasury committing to his management such part of the business relating to the debt due to
France as was to be transacted in Paris, which consisted
inpayment of interestdue thereon. November’xph he
had writtento Mr. Short,then at the Hague, informing
him of the difficulties he had encountered with the French
ministry, in the following letter :
“The ministry had taken up the idea that the management of what relates to the debt was iF my hands, and that
you acted in consequence of directionsfrom me. They
wished me to do things which were by no means, in my
VOL.
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power. I endeavored to undeceive them,butin
vain.
Every step I took in relaiion to it, however indifferent,
was considered as a proof of their hypothesis, and they
treatedrefusal as a disavowal of thelate revolution. I
assured them that I could neither adopt nor rejectit, being
merely &nagent, etc. Butthisansweredlittlepurpose,
and tile whole council are personally myenemies.
You
may say that they are unreasonable, and the like, butthat
does not alter the thing. This inconvenience, however, is
n o smallone,under the circumstances inwhich I have
lived for the last three months, and has, I know, excited
representations in America to my disadvantage.”
From the middle of November, and, indeed, dating back
to the September massacres, in the entries in hisdiary
Morris confined himself almostentirely to records of
the weather, with brief non-committal notices of rumors
of the successes or reverses of the armies, and to contraoccadictionsandconfirmations of thoserumors.Very
sionally he says, “To-day everything is quiet ;” but, as he
wrote to his friend Carmichael at Madrid, on the 5th of
November, there were no “satisfactory or flattering accounts to give.” “True it is,” h e continued,thatthe
French arms are crowned with-great success. Towns fall
before them without a blow, and theDeclaration of Rights
produces aneffect equal at least to the trumpetsof Joshua.
But as, on the one hand, I never questioned the force of
France if united, and her natural enthusiasm, warmed by
the ardor of newborn freedom, so, on the other, I was
always apprehensive that they would be deficient in that
cool reflection which appears needful to consolidate a free
government. We read in the history of man, as it is developed in the great book of nature, that empires do by
no means depend on their success in arms, but on their
civil, religious, and political constitutions, and that in the

11923

GOUVERNEUR MORRIS.

3

framing of these it is a useless question, ‘What kind are
best in themselves ?‘ the more SO as good and bad in most
things here below, but especially in that which wenow
contemplate, are mere relative terms. The true object of
a great statesman is to give to any particular nation the
kind of laws which are suitable to them, and the best constitution which they are capable of. All here is in a state
of uncertainty. Time will disclose the events with which
he is charged in their due season.Some of them will, I
think, be of sable hue.”
Morris was hardly in a position totakeany
active
measures for the relief of his old friend M. de Lafayette,
although he wrote to Mr. Short in November that he was
(‘verysorry to perceive thattheunhappy
prisoners at
Weszel are rigorously treated. I wish, at your leisure, to
be informed pretty fully what has passed on their subject,
and whether there be any ground to hope that we may by
and by obtain their liberation, and particularlythat of our
fellow-citizen.” Hopingtoaid Madame deLafayette in
her trouble, he enclosed in a letter to her the draft of a
supplicatoryaddress
to be presentedto
theKing
of
Prussia; but,unfortunately,there
isnowhere any menmadeuse of this
tion of Madame deLafayettehaving
letter.
“ MY DEAR
MADAME: I need not tell you why the inclosed paper is transmitted to you. I know not tile titles
of the King of Prussia These should be properly placed,
you know, because monarchsarevery
sensible on that
subject. If report say true, His Majesty is more likely to
listen to a woman than to a man, and this is favorable;
but what would be still more advantageous would be to
have your letter presented by the
favorite
of the day, a
lady, I think Madame de Guisne ; but certainly the daugh-

.,
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ter of Madame de Polignac is said to have made an impression on His Majesty, who is, it seems, very susceptible
of violent thoughnot of lasting affection. This young
lady is said to have beenill-treated by hermotherand
others, mho are among the
principal emigrants, and to have
used her influences with the King to avenge the slight of
hercountrymenand
relations. I am told that Madame
de Guisne has lately received his adorations. If you were
to plead your cause in a court of justice it might be well
to insist on the rights of our unfortunate friend ; but as
the person to whom you address yourself is both judge
and party, the matter of right must be touched with great
or later the
gentleness. Be of goodcourage,forsooner
presentclouds will be dissipated. All human things are
liable to change. You may remember that I used to inculcate that maxim when circumstances were smiling. It
was thentrue,andit
is stilltrue.Butthenit
was unpleasant,but now it will afford consolation.Farewell,
my dear madame. I t will give me sincere pleasure to be
useful to you and yours.”
The enclosed letter, which was written at the urgent
request of Madame de Lafayette’s mother, is as follows :

‘(MADAMEDE LAFAYETTE
AU ROI D E PRUSSE.

‘(SIRE: Permettez une malheureuse de se jeteraux
pieds deVotre Majest&C’est
la femme de Lafayette,
Sire, qui s’adresse A votre clemence ; elle ose espirer que
la generosite du Roi de Prusse brisera les chatnes de son
mari.
“ J e neprCtendspas,
Sire, sgiter les hautes questions
qui s’elkvent sur la dktention de M. de Lafayette, car il
est permis d une femme de n’gtre pas vershe dans le droit
des gens ; d’ailleurs, Votre MajestC attache u n trop grand
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prix d sa propre gloire pour ne pas observer avec exactitudecette loi supr&me. Mais elledaignera kcouter les
pri&es d’une femme, d qui la revolution fran$aise a fait
verser les Iarrnes les p h s am8res.
‘1 Sire, celui en faveur duquel
j’emploie la climence de
Votre MajestC, n’a jamaisconnu le crime. Fidble son
roi, des qu’il ne pouvait plus lui &re utile, il s’kloignait de
la France. Au moment oh il a 6t6 fait prisonnier, il
traversait les Pays-Bas pour se rtfugier en AmCrique ; il
se croyait sous la protection du droit des gens, et il s’y
fiait avec d‘autant plus de confinnce, que les sentiments
g6nCreux de Votre Majest6 ne lui 4taient point inconnus ;
il sait qu’elle se conduit dans toutes ses dkmarches d’aprks
les principes de l’honneur et dela justice.
‘ I Sire, je m’aveugle, peutGtre, sur la conduite
d’un Bpoux
cher, mais je ne me trompepasquandje
me persuade
queVotreMajesttexaucera
les prikres d’une malheureuse.” *
*TRANSLATION
OF THE ABOVE LETTER.--SIRE: Permit an unfortunate
woman to throw herself at the feet of Your Majesty. It is the wife of Lafayette who invokes your clemency ; she dares tohope that the generosity of the
King of Prussia will break the chains of her husband.
I shall not attempt, Sire, to discuss the high problems which have arisen
concerning the imprisonment of Lafayette, for it is allowed that women be
nottoowellversedin
the law of nations; but YourMajesty attaches too
great a price to your own glory not to observe with exactitude this supreme
law. And Your Majesty will deign to listen to the supplications of a woman
whom the French Revolution has caused to shed the bitterest tears.
Sire, he in whosefavor I implore the clemency of YourMajesty has
never knowncrime.
Faithful to his king, he left France as soon ashe
sawhisdevotionuseless.
At the vorymomentwhen
he was taken into
custody, he was crossing the Netherlands on hi5way to America He believed himself to be under the protection of international law, and trusted
in it all the more because the generous feelings of Your Majesty were not
unknown to him. He knows that Your Majesty conducts all your undertakings in accordance with the principles of honor .and justice.
Sire, I may be blind concerning the Conduct of a beloved husband, but I
do not deceive myself in feeling convinced that Your Majesty will grant &e
prayers of an unfortunate wife,

6

DIARY AND LETTERS OF

[CHAP.XXVIL

Morrisoccasionallymentions
the fact of dining out
with some friend during those months of the autumn of
1792“on one occasion, with Madame de Narbonne; but
he more frequently stayed at home and hospitably entertained those who were homeless and miserable among his
friends. Onthe zzd of November, hesays: ‘‘I go today by appointmentto M. Lebrun’s office andurge an
exception in the law against emigrants favorable to those
who are in the United States. The papers discovered in
the Tuileries affect several persons who supposed themselves safe. I give x dinner to French people this day.”
“Coldweather[December ad]. Dinewith the Comte
de Sigur, who gives us a Greek wine after oysters, and,
by mistake as a second bottle of the same, some of the
best Tokay I ever tasted. I drink the greater part of it,
praising always his Greek wine, till his brother-in-law,
astonished at my choice, tastes it, and then all is discovered.”
To LordWycombe Morris wrote, November 22d, thanking him for his letter and for his “kind congratulations
on the success of French arms. The enemies of the Revolution attribute to numbers the great
success which has
been experienced, but they must at the same time allow
that the appearance of those numbers in the field at their
country’s call is itself a proof of the wonders which freedom performs. They flatter themselves, however, that
famineand bankruptcy will tie up, nextcampaign, the
swords of the valorousFranks.
They may perhaps find
themselves mistaken. The wishes which yourlordship
expresses respecting Britain are patriotic, if wealth were
the only index of national felicity; but as man liveth not
by bread alone, so the societies of men are not content
with mere plenty but must pursue luxuries, among which
the greatest is, to use an expression of one of my country-
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men, the luxury of being free. And you must not imagine that we will avariciously confine to ourown limits this
gratifying enjoyment. No, we declare that all whowish
to partake thereof will find in us (ye French) a sure and
certain ally.Wewill
chase tyranny, and, above all, oristucyacy, off thetheatre of the Universe. Mark that, my
lord. The declaration was unnecessary, for all clearsighted men were convinced, a year ago, that such was the
natural result of our endeavors. We begin, as your lordship observes, by establishing free commerce on the bosom
of the Scheldt, by opening the long-shut gates of Antwerp,
and bidding Wealth revisit, with his sister Liberty, their
ancient temple. In comparison with these sublime efforts
to increase the sum of human felicity, how cold and flat
are all thelittlecalculations of policy. Adieu, my lord.
I heartily wish you well, but I think you must prepare for
hard struggles, either at home or abroad. The theatre is
perhapsstillleft
toyour choice, but certainly not the
thing.”
The Convention this day [December 3d] determine to
trythe King. It grows everydaymoreprobable
that
England will declare war. Successcontinues to crown
the French arms, but we mustnot judge from success.
The enemies of those who now reign treat them as they
did their predecessors, andastheir
successors will be
treated.”
“Since I have been in this country,” wrote Morris to
Thomas Pinckney, December 3d, “ I have seen the worship of many idols, and but little of the true God ; I have
seen many of those idols broken, and some of them
beaten to dust. I have seen the late Constitution, in one
short year, admired as a stupendous monument of human
wisdom and ridiculed as an egregious production of folly
and vice. ‘I wish much, very much, the happiness of this
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inconstant people, I lovethem. I feel grateful for their
efforts in our cause, and I consider the establishment of a
good constitution here as a principal means, under Divine
Providence, of extending the blessings of freedom to the
many millions of my fellowmen who groan in bondage
on the Continentof Europe, But I do not greatly indulge
the flattering illusions of hope, because I do not yet perceive that reformation of morals without which liberty is
but an empty sound. My heart has many sinister bodings,
and reason would strive in vain to dispel the gloom which
always thickens where she exerts her sway.”
On the 11th of December the king was questioned before the Assembly. “ H e answered well,” Morrismentions in the diary, ‘‘ Some who saw him conductedtell
me thatthe people seemed rather sorrowful thantriumphant.”
“I am told this day [December rath] that the committee think they have been pushed too far against theKing,
by the Orleans faction. The Convention banish the Bourbon family.”
“To-day[December ~ g t h ]all accountsfromEngland
show a design to engage in the war. Dine with some of
the deputies. The decreeagainsttheBourbonsis
suspended.SeveralAmericansdinewith
me. Paine Iooks
a little down at the news fromEngland ; he has been
burned in effigy.’’
Writing to Mr. Jefferson, under date of December zmt,
Morris says :
“You will have seen that theJacobin Club is as much at
war with the presentgovernmentasit
was with the
preceding. Victory ordeath
is the word
with
both
parties. Hithertothe majority of theConvention have
had rather the advantage, although they frequentlydecree
whattheydonot
wish. The ministers,possessing far
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more patronage than any monarch since Louis the Fourteenth, secured by that means the influence of the majority, theirfriendsand
the Jacobins, who,backed by the
Parisian populace, have been several times within an inch
of ruin. Luckily for them their adversaries are many of
them timid, while the Jacobin leaders are daring and dea show
termined. A late circumstancebroughtforward
of forces, and, though it is rather anticipating 3 different
here. The Brissotines, finding
subject, I must stateit
themselves hard pushed towards killing the King, and apprehensive, not without reason, that this might be a signal for their own destruction,determined on a measure
not a little hazardous, but decisive. This was the expulsion of the Bourbons, a blow originally levelled at the
Duke of Orleans. The motionwas carried, but the Convention havebeen
obliged to suspend the decree, and
that is, I think,equivalent to a repeal. Many members
have talked of leaving Paris, but the same fear which controls them while in the city will prevent them from quitting it ; at least, such ismy opinion. I now come to the
trial of the King and the circumstances connectedwith it.
To a person less intimately acquainted than you are with
the history of human affairs, it would seem strange that
the mildest morlarch who ever filled the French throne,
one who is precipitated from it precisely because he would
of his predecessors, a man
not adopt the harsh measures
whom none could charge with a criminal act, should be
prosecuted as one of t.he most nefarious tyrants that ever
disgraced the snnals of human nature-that he, Louis the
Sixteenth, should be prosecuted even to death, Yet such is
the fact. I think it highly probable that he
may suffer, and
that for the following causes : The majority of the Assembly fo,undit necessary to raise against this unhappy prince
the national odium, in order to justify the dethroning him
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(which, after what he had suffered, appeared to be necessary even to their safety) and toinduce the ready adoption
of a republican form of government. Being in possession
of his papers, and those of his servants, it was easy, if they
would permit themselves to extract, to comment, to suppress, andto mutilate-it was very easy tocreatesuch
+
opinions as theymightthinkproper.
Therage .which
has beenexcited' was terrible ; and,althoughitbegins
to subside, the Convention are still in great straits-fearing to acquit, fearing to condemn, and yet urged
to destroy their captive monarch. The violent party are clamorous against him, for reasons which I will presently state.
The monarchic and aristocratic parties wish his death,
inthe belief that such a catastrophe would shock the
national feelings, awaken their hereditary attachment, and
turn into the channels of loyalty the impetuous tide of
opinion. Thus hehas
become the common object of
hatred to all parties, because he hasnever
been the
decidedpatron of any one. If he is saved, it willbeby
the justice of his cause, which will have some little effect,
and by the pity which is universally felt(thoughnone
dare to expressitopenly)
for the very harsh treatment
whichhehasendured.
I come now to the motives of
the violent
party.
You will see that Louvet, whose
pamphlet, with many others, I send you, has charged on
this party the design to restore royalty
in the person of
the Duke of Orleans. This man's character and conduct
give but too much room to suspect him of criminal intentions. I have, many particular circumstances which lead
me to believe that he has from the beginning played a
deep and doubtful game ; but I believe, also, that on the
is the dupe.
present occasion, as on thepreceding,he
Shortlyafterthe 10th of August I had information,on
which you may rely, thatthe plan of Danton was to
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obtain the resignation of the King and get
himself a p
pointed Chief of a Council of Regency, composed of his
creatures, during the minority of the Dauphin. This idea
hasnever, I believe, been wholly abandoned. The Corde./jcrs (or privycouncil which directs the Jacobin movements) know well the design of interverting the order of
succession. They know how to appreciate the fluctuating
opinions of their countrymen, and, though they are very
willing to employ the Duke of Orleans in their work, I
am much mistaken if they will consent to elevate him to
thethrone, So that, for hisshare of theguilt,he may
probably be rewarded with the shame of it, and the mortifying reflection that, after all the confficts of his political
warfare, he has gained no victory but over his own conscience. It is worthy of remark that, although the Convention has beennow near four months in session, no
plan of a constitution is yet produced. Nevertheless,
the
specialauthority committed to them by the people, and the
only authority,perhaps, which cannot be contested, was t o
prepare such a plan. On the conduct likely to be pursued
by Great Britain I shallnotpermit
myself to hazard
much conjecture. I have already troubled you with some
ideas respecting the interior state of Great Britain, and I
add here my opinion that, sooner or later, they must go
into war. As t o Spain, I think the Court is too corrupt
andtoo
profligate tomakeany
considerable efforts.
Bankrupt almost in full peace, with the mines of Mexico
?
and Peruattheir
disposal, whatwouldwarproduce
Russia menaces, butthestate
of her finances, and 'the
great distance, mustmakeher efforts fall short of her
wishes. Every art is used on each side to influence the
Turk, and 1 own toyouthat
I ratherapprehendthat
Englandandthe
Imperial Court combined will prove
successful, especially as M. de Choiseul Gouffier is now
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openly active there on the part of the emigrant princes.
Austria and Prussia are making their utmost efforts, and
thePrince of Hesse, who (strange asit may seem)is
adored by his subjects, will second those efforts to the utmost of his ability.
1‘ Such, my dear sir, is the foreign stornl lowering
Over
this country, in which you will see that my predictions
respecting corn have been hitherto exactly verified. How
they are to obtain supplies from abroad, in the face of the
maritime powers, I am myself at a loss to conjecture. I t
is nevertheless in this awful moment, andimmediately
after expediting the orders
to recruit their army to six
hundred thousand effectives in order to sustain the landwar, that they affect to wish Britain would declarewar
against them, and actually menace, as you see, the government with an appeaI to the nation. There are cases in
which events must decide on the quality of actions, which
are bold or rash according to thesuccess, If I may venture
to judgefromappearances,there
is now in the wind a
storm not unlike that of the 2dof September. Whether
it will burst or blow over it is impossible t o determine.”
“You will have seenfrom the public prints,”Morris
wrote to Alexander Hamilton, December zqth, “the wonderful success of the French arms, arising from the following causes : 1st. That the enemy, deceived by the ernion the oppositionhe was to
grants,countedtoohighly
meetwith.zd.
That from like misinformation, instead of
attacking on the northern frontier, backed
by the resources
of Flanders and those which the ocean could supply, they
came across the Ardennesto that part of Champagne nickmisery. 3d.
named ‘ the lousy,’ fromitsbarrennessand
That in this expedition, where the difficulty of the roads,
transportation, and communication was the greatest they
expected, it SO happened that the season, usually dry and
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the neighborhood whatever may be needful for the troops
and then (their wants supplied) summon him to obey his
orders. If I may venture to judgefromappearances,
there is now in the wind a storm not unlike that of SePtember. Whether it will burst or blow over it is impossible to determine. Ithasoccurredto
me that I never
r e t assigned st reason why the completion of the payment
of 6,0o0,000f., which at Mr. Short’s request I had stipulated for with the government lately abolished, appeared
to me desirable. In effect, I left this, as I do many other
things, to the sense of thegentle reader ; but as readers are
tocommunicatethat
sometimes uagentze, it isnotamiss
reason to a friend. I saw that the new government would
be hungry, and would urge u s for money, in the double
view of obtaining an acknowledgrnent of them as well
as of supplying their wants. It was therefore, I thought,
right to take a position wherewe might say there is nothing
due. This would leave open a question which it would be
verydelicate
toanswereither
way as t h i n g s appeared
then, and as they are, now that apjearances have changed.
You will have seen the maneuvres to force me in that intrenchment, but atlast, like your friend General Lee, I was
quit, at the worst, for a retrograde manmuzwe. But I concluded rhat supplies of money to support the Colony of
Santo Doming0 nTould, in aZl nlenfs, have been considered
efectuaZpayrnenton ozlrp~rt,and, had my offer
as a good and
of recommendingsuchsuppliesbeenaccepted,
I could,
on fhatgvouna’, have proposed the measure which, anticipating the next instalment, would have still kept open the
main point as long as you should think proper. And thus
my apparent retreat was, in effect, a mode of more permanent defence ; and this is more, I believe, than poor Lee
could say for Ilimself.”
Writing to Robert Morris, on December 24th, Morris
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spoke more fully than usual of the horrors he had
seen
enacted about him.
You will long ere this have learnt,”
he says, IIthat the scenes which have passed in this country, and particularly i n this city, have been horrible. They
weremore so than you canimagine.
Somedays ago a
man applied to the Convention for damages done to his
qtmrry. The quarries are deep pits, dug through several
feet of earthintothe
bed of stone,andthenextended
alongthe bed of stoneunderthesurface.Thedamage
done to him was by the number of dead bodies thrown
into his pit, and which choked it up so that he could not
get men to work at it. Think of the destruction of hundreds whohad long been the best people
of a country,
without form of trial, and their bodies thrown like dead
dogsintothe
firsthole that offered. At leasttwohundred of these unhappy victimshad committed no other
of beingecclesiastics of irreproachable
crime than that
lives, who were conscientiously
scrupulous of taking an
oath prescribed to them. I ammuchmistaken
ifwe do
not experience similar scenes before the present Revolution is finished.Adieu,
my dearfriend.
I heartilypresent to you and yours the comptiments of this, which is
with you a very festive season.
I write from a place dein almost every
serted by itsformerinhabitants,where
countenance you can mark the traces of present woe and
of dismal forebodings.”
“ Since the date of my last letter, the 23d of
October,”
Morriswrote
toWashington,December28th,
the exterior affairs of this country have put on a more steady
appearance. My letter of the 21st inst. to Mr. 3efEerson
will communicate my view of things, to which I could add
but little at this day. I have not mentioned to him the
appointment of M. Genet as Minister to the United States;
in fact, this appointment has never been announced
to
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me. Perhaps the ministry think it is a trait of republicanism to omit those forms which were anciently used to express good-will. In the letter whichisaddressed
to you
is a strain of adulation which your good sense Will easily
expound. The fact
is, that they begin to open their eyes
to their true situation, and, besides, they wish to bring forward into act our guarantee
of their#islands, if the war
withBritainshouldactuallytake
place. A j r o l p o s of the
war, I am told that the British ultimatum
is as follows :
France shall deliver the royal family to such branch
of
the Bourbons as the King may choose, and shall recall her
troops from the countries they now occupy. In this event
Britain will send hither a minister and acknowledge the
Republic, and mediate a peace withthe Emperor and King
of Prussia. I have several reasons to believe that this information is not far from the truth, and that if the ministers felt themselves at liberty to act they would agree to
the terms.Thesetermsare,itis
said, consequential to
the sentiments delivered by the Opposition in the British
Parliament, which is, as you will see, becom: quite insignificant ; but it was thought best to place them in a necessity of supportingthemeasures
of administration. I
consider these terms (or something very like them) in
a
different point of view. If the French retire (and consequently eat up again their high-toned declarations in favor
of the people and denunciations against kings), they wilI
at the next attemptfind as many enemies as there are men
in the neighboring countries, and, of course, the mediator
will prescribe such terms as she may thiak proper. Secondly, 8s it is (almost) evident that the Republic must be
torn to pieces by contending factions, even without any
foreign interference, her population, wealth,
and resources,
above all, her marine, must dwindle away. And, as much of
her intelkence and industry, with the greater partof her
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money capital, must in this hypothesis seek the protection
of the channel,
her rival will increase both in positive and relative power.
Thirdly, an exiled monarch on the other side of the Pyrenees (for it is a t Madrid that he would probably take refuge) would enable Britaiu at any moment to distract the
French affairs and involve the Republic in a war with Spain.
Lastly, it seemsanalmostnecessaryconclusionthat
if
France (in some years of convulsive misery) should escape
dismemberment, she would sink under severe and single
despotism, and when relieved therefrom (by the Kiug and
his descendants or relatives), she would live in a state of
wretchednessforatleastonegeneration.
I understand
that the French, in the consciousness that their principles
have ruined their colonies, are willing to pay them as the
price of peace, but, on the other hand, Mr. Pitt has, I am
told, refused the offers which the colonists have made
to
him ; partly because he does not wish to excite alarm, and
partly because the only useful part of the colonies-their
commerce-will, he conceives, naturally fall to Britain, in
proportion to their interior ruin, which has already made
If thetermsoffered
by
greatravages in thiscountry.
Britain, whatever they may be, are not accepted, I think a
declaration will not suddenly follow, but only an increase
of preparations, because time must be giren
for the cooperators (Spain and Holland),who are both of them slow.
Besides, it will be necessary that a bodyof Prussian troops
should be collected through Westphalia, in the'neighborhood of Flanders, to be joined by Dutch, Hanoverian, and,
perhaps,British troops. The more theFrenchadvance
the more they expose themselves to this danger, and you
may rely that if a large body of troops be thrown into
Flanders, that country will join them cage@ to expel or
destroy the French. I think it possible that in
Case war

of law and government on the other side
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should break out there
may be a treaty of partition,
in
which the Elector Palatine may have Alsace and Lorraine
in lieu of Bavaria, and that the LOW Countries may be
given by theEmperor, in exchange for Bavaria, to the
Duke and Duchess of York. This l\TOuld Suit everybod!:
but France, and she will not, in such Case, be consulted.
I have not yet Seen M. Genet, but Mr. Paine is to introduc- him to me. In the meantime I have inquired little
what kind of person he is, and 1 find that he is a man of
good partsandverygoodeducation,brother
tothe
Queen's first woman, from whence his fortune originates.
He \vas, through the Queen's influence, appointed Char#$
d'dffaires at Petersburg, and when there, in consequence
of despatches from M. de Montmorin, written in the sense
of the Revolution, and which he interpreted too literally,
he made some representations in a much higher tone t h a n
was wished or expected. I t was not convenient either to
approve or disapprove of his conduct under the then circumstances, and his despatches lay unnoticed. This,
to a
young man of ardent temper, and who, feeling genius and
talents, may perhaps have rated himself a little too high,
was mortifying in the extreme. He felt himself insulted,
and wrote in a style of petulance to his chief, believing
always that if the royal party prevailed his sister
would'
easily make fair weather for him at court, which I doubt
not. At the overturn of the monarchy these letters were
SO many credentials in his favor to the new government,
and the dearth of men has opened his way to whatever he
might wish. He chose America, as being the best harbor
during the storm, and, if 'my informant be right, he will
not Put to sea again until it is fair weather, let what will
haPPe?. In addition to what I have said respecting the
King to Mr. Jefferson, it is well to mention to you that
the majority have it in contemplation not onlyto refer the
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jud-pent to the electors of France, that is, to her people,
but also to send him and his family to America,
which
Paine is to move for. He mentioned this to me in confidence,but I havesincehearditfromanotherquarter.
Adieu, my dear sir ; I wish you many and happy years.”
The last entry in the diary for 1792, of any length, was
made on the 25th of December, and is the mention of n
reportthat ‘‘ GeneralCustineand
his armyaretaken
prisoners. I doubt this. Countd’Estaingtold
me this
morning that a majority of the Convention would giveMr.
him quiet. He also
Pitt the French West Indies to keep
spoke to me on a subject which Paine had communicated
confidentially.”
The following letter to Madame la Comtesse d’dlbani,
who had fled from Paris leaving all her belongings at the
mercy of the new government, is of interest as showing
the efforts Morris made to assist the unfortunate fugitives
and the encouragement he tried to give them.
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v o u ~Sere2 heureuse. Voila I’horoscope quej’aime
a
vous tirer, et je vous prie de croire que personne n’a, plus
que moi, le&sir de le rCaliser. Adieu,madame,faites
mille complimens, je vous prie, au Comte Alfikri, et comptez toujours sur les sentiments d’estime que vous m’avez
inspirks, pour la vie.”

*

T B A ~ ~ ~ TOF
~ O
THE
N ABOVE.--“ Madame la Comtesse, the letter you
kindly sent to me from Brussels only reached me a month later, ;.e., in October. The delay was caused by the military movements; and it prevented my
sending
ananswer to Stuttgart, or anywhere else, as I supposed that circumstances must have induced you to change often your itinerary and your
projects. I have just received your letter of November goth, announcing
yourarrival in Florence. I presented myself at your city house, but your
butler being out at the time, I had him come to me yesterday morning. H e
told me that you must have received several of his letters before this time ;
that the sealshad been placed everywhere in your house, andremoved only a
month ago ; that everything, at present, is all right and
in perfect order;
that he has disposed of [en cadeaux] three of your horses according to your
instructions; that a fourth horse is dead. Eight remain still, all of good
appetite. He thinks, and I think myself, that it would be wise to selI them.
They will sell well at present, and from now until the month of
they
will have cost you more than the difference between the seIling and the buying prices-should you decide on coming back here next spring.
Moreover, it appears as if the Republic might make use of these horses,
in case of need, and that in spite of the kind dispositions of its chiefs, for we
are yet very far from a well-regulated government. It now happens, as is
always the case in the heat of revolutions, that one has to let things take their
course. As for your furniture, I think that, if you decide not to come back
to France, it ought to be packed up and sentdown the Seine as far as Rouen,
where it could be placed on board a ship freightedon purpose, to land in the
harbor nearest your present residence. The sale of the property of h i p &
has reduced to nearly nothing the salable value of furniture, and, besides,
the rate of exchange diminishes the value another third.
“ Our friend has travelled, since you left, but I expect her very soon, or,
rather, 1 hope that she may come back. M. de Saint-Andd is in Paris. M.
and Madame de Trudaine are inRouen.
“ Y O U ask me to give you an idea of the state of things here, and you
wisely add, ‘If you can,‘ for nothing is harder to do than
that The
PinCiPalinterestofthe
day is thetrial of the King. He answered very
when Cross questioned; but I fear that he will be sacrificed. 1 think
the
in the Assembly do
not
desire his
death,
for it would not
Only be useless, but damaging, as his brothers would be recognized everywhere as Regents.But
SO much hasbeendoneto
excite thenation so
to have
Republic accepted, that theyhave lost control of their following. f t does not appear to me, moreover, thattheyunderstand
that
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“All accounts from England seem to announce
war,”
Morris Wrote t o M. de Monciel, then in London,January I , 1793.
E n effet,tout dCc&le une disposition, de
leur part, d’Ctablir en France un despotisme militaire. . .
HBlas, monsieur, si, comme vous, toutlemondeavait
voululebien
de la France, ce serait, en
ce moment,le
pays le plus libre et le plus heureux de l’univers.
J e n‘ai
; je
pointdeliaisonsaveclesministresde1’Angleterre
suis trop bon Francais pour cela.* Les circonstances du
moment sont bien fscheuses.”t
the death of the king is but the forerunner of their own destruction. All
that is perfectly clear to me, and seems to be one of the causes of their unrelenting animosity against this unfortunate prince. You must have seen
in the papers-if the papers ever reached you-that the chiefs of the Constituentpartyareall
in pretty bad odor here. The gigantic wheel upon
which is attached the fate of this empire crushes, as it turns, those who gave
it the first start. No one is strong enough to stop it, althoughmany boast of
their ability to govern it at their will : but they are all mistaken. History has
always showed us blind human beings, digging, with a fatal cleverness, their
own tombs, and Shakespeare puts these words in &e mouth of the tyrant
Macbeth, at the end of his career: ‘ 41as ! it has always been proved that we
go on giving to others bloody lessons, which, when learned, come back to
torment their originators. Justice, with an even and severe hand, gives us
to drink out of the very cup we have poisoned.’ But do not say, however,
madame, that lifeis a sad thing. Without reverses it would soon become
insipid, and we find that the happiest mortals are those who havebeen
taught, through some sad experience. the value of this world’s goods. W e
need to remember that happiness and misfortune are both transitory, and
leave us but the faint traces of their passage. To try to do good, to avoid
evil, a little severity for one’s self, a little indulgence for others-this is the
means to obtain some good result out of our poor existence. To love one’s
friends, to be beloved by them-this is the means to brighten it. I am persuaded that you are entitled to all the happiness your kind heart can giveand that you will surely be happy, Such is the horoscope which I delight in
drawing for you, and I beg you to believe that no one wishes for its realization more than I do. Adieu, madame; present, if you please, a thousand
regards to Count Alfieri, and trust always in the feelings of esteem with
which you have inspired me for life.”
* This was doubtless an allusion to the assertion made in the columns of
theAurora, in America, that Morris had an illicit connection with the
British Government, for which assertion heprosecuted the editor of the
paper.
t “Everything points, in fact, to a disposition, on their part, to establish
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Genet, who is appointedMinistertotheUnited
States,dines with me,” says the diary for January
3d.
‘<Mr.Short calls in the evening, and I give him his passport. The weather is soft.”
“Mr. Short, the MarCchal de Sggur, M. Grefeuille, and
the Chevalier de Tremblai dine
with me [January 4th].
The weather growscolder.”
“ I go out this morning [January 5thJ, but am glad to
get home. The streets are a glare of ice, horses tumbling
down, and somekilled ; minecome off tolerably.The
situation of things is such that to continue this journal
would compromisemany people,unless I go on in the
way I have done since the end of August, in which case
it must beinsipid and useless. I prefer,therefore,the
more simple measure of putting an end to it.”
Mr. Morris’s letters must carry on the history of his life
i n France for the subsequent twenty-one months
of his
stewardship in thatdistractedcountry,andbutforhis
indefatigable energy in keeping copies of his letters, the
editor of thesepapers would beforced to abandon the
work at this most interesting period.

...

a militarydespotism.
Alas ! sir, if everyone haddesired-= YOU did
--the happiness of France, it would be now the most free and most blessed
country in theworld I have no intercoursewiththe English ministers ; I
am too good a Frenchman for that. The present circumstances are indeed
very painful.”
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C H A P T E R XXVIII.
Letter to Washingtonconcerning M. Genet. M o m s questionshisability. Clew tosomemysteries
of the Revolution. M o m s urged to
leave Paris. Paris a dangerous residence. H e determines to stay.
of LouisSixteenth.
Letterin
verse toLadySutherland.Trial
Letter to Jefferson. The king’s execution. His dignified manner.
WarwithEnglandinevitable.LettertoWashington.French
prospectsdreadful.Partiespassawaylikeshadows.
M o m s reported a
victim of the guillotine. Letter to Robert M o m s . Letter to Jefferson. Scarcity of men in France. The Revolutionary Tribunal organized. M o m s arrestedinthestreet.Letterto
Jefferson. Growing
A majority in the Convention in favor
treachery to the govemment.
of royalty. Morrisbuys a country place. Leaves Paris. Spends
the summer at Sainport.

N the 6th of January, 1793, Morris wrote to Washingtonconcerning
M. Genet,thenewMinister

0

from France to the United States. Morris says :
“ I have seen M. Genet, and he has dined with me since
I had the pleasure of writing to you on the
28th of last
month. H e has, I think, mvre of genius than ability, and
you will see in him at first blush the manner and look of
anupstart.
My friend, the MarCchal deSdgur,hadtold
me that M. Genet was a clerk at &o
per annum in his
office while Secretary of War. I turned the conversation,
therefore, on the mardchal, and M.Genet told me that he
knew him verywell, having been in the ministry with him.
After dinner he entered into dispute with 8 merchant who
came in, and, as the question turned chiefly on facts, the
for the minister. I
merchantwasratheranovermatch
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much as to furnish sufficient matter for puttinghim on
one side of his object, should that be convenient*
61 I have endeavored to show him
that this is the worst
possible Season t o put to sea for America.Ifhedelays,
there is Some room to suppose that events may happen
to prevent the mission ; perhaps a British ship may intercept that which takes him out, and I incline to think that
until matters are more steady here YOU would be as well
content withsome delay as withremarkabledespatch.
. As I havegoodreason to believe thatthisletter
IITill go safely, I shallmentionsomethingswhichmay
Serve as a clew to lead through mysteries. Thosewho
planned therevolutionwhichtookplaceon
the 10th of
August sought a person to head the attack, and found a
M. Westermann," whose morals were far from exempIary.
He has no pretensions to science or to depth of thought,
the must
but he is fertile in resources and imbued with
I
daringintrepidity.Like
Caesar, hebelievesin
his fortune.When
the business drewtowards a pointtheconspirators trembled, but Westermann declared they should
go on. They obeyed,because theyhadtrustedhimtoo
far.On
thatimportantdayhispersonalconduct
decided,in a greatmeasure,hissuccess.Rewardsweredue,
and militaryrank,with
opportunities to enrich himself,
granted. You know something of Dumouriez. The Council distrusted him. Westerlnann was commissioned to destroy him should he falter. This commission was shown
tothe general. It became the bond of unionbetween
him and Westermann. Dumouriez opened treaty with
the
Ki% of Prussia. Theprincipalemigrants,confident
of
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earnestly urged him to abandon Paris and seek Some less
perilous place. In reply to this
wish he wrote, January
14th) to his brother, General Morris, then at London, as
follows :
(‘The date of this letter will show you that I did not, as
J’OU hoped, abandon my post, which is not always
a very
It is truethatcontinuinghere
was,
properconduct.
on many accounts,unpleasant,but
we musttakethe
world as it goes. You are right in the idea that Paris is x
dangerousresidence.
But itisbetterthat
my friends
should wonder why I stay than my enemies inquire why
1Went away. I will do what is right, to the best
of n ~ y
judgment. I perfectlyagreewithyouthat
a small sum
on my farm, with contentment, is better than anything in
a situation like that, in which I am now placed ; but the
first of all enjoyments is that which results from doingour
duty. An opportunitypresents itself whichenablesme
to give you the desired certificatethat as yet I exist.
Such an existence, however, is very far from pleasant, so
I should be very glad to pass the coming summer at Morrisania, for, if it be possible to judge of the future by the
past, it will exhibit new scenes of horror.”
The many “scenes of horror” through which he had
passed had not destroyed his spirit
or rendered his pen
less facile, as the following rhyming letter to Lady Sutherland testifies :
“The science of politics,’’ he wrote, ‘‘ is at the best a
dry one. TheFrench,therefore,discussitwiththe
la.
dies ;and, indeed, the presence of a fine woman is SO p l e a s
ant‘that it diffuses general gladness, In this view of the
stlbject, I am now about to converse with one of theloveliest I know, and thus begins our conversation:
When Brunswick hither came express to
Restore the king, his manifesto,
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Denouncing widelywar and vengeance,
Was one of those destructive engines
Which, if we do not safely choose them,
Prove hurtful to the men who use them.
No wonder, then, he missed his aim.

“Here you reply :

.

An easy task it is to blame.
And when a general’s measures fail,
The world is privileged to rail;
But would you, whilst men wound and curse you,
Present them naught but Christian mercy 7
Mildness to those abandoned wretches 1
The men of Paris without breeches,
With due submission to your meekness

((

Now ‘tis my turn :
I grant you that the satu cuhttes,
Who please themselves by cutting throats,
Might well expect, if times should alter,
To be rewarded with a halter ;
But they who loved the Constitution-

‘(You come in here pat :
Prepared the second Revolution;
’Twas they who led their hapless nation
Out of the road of her salvation,
To follow that fantastic scheme,
The righis of man ;a boyish dream
Where words of vague, ambiguous sense
Conduct to bloodiest consequence.
They pulled unhappy Louis down,
Then mock’d him with a paper crown
Which any breath might blow away
And leave him bare.
In short, ’twas they
Who, with a rage perverse and blind,
Would fain have ruineddl mankind.

29

30

“To this I answer :
Admitting what you Say Were true,
y&t punishments most justly due
May be deferr’d, when hasty zeal
Would rather lead to woe than W e d
Those who contendagainstafoe
Of great resources strive to SOW
Dissension in his state ; make friends,
Who may contribute to their ends;
And, easier conquests to obtain,
Adopt the rule-divide and reign.
If Brunswick had this line pursued,
He had not now his fortune rued ;
For this you surely may rely on,
He would have taken town of Thion
Without a stroke, as well as Metz
But when the fall of Lafayette’s
Companions was proclaimed here,
Each bosom was appall’d with fear.
The Constitutionals, elate
Before, in his, beheld their fate,
And found in a r m s ’t was better die
Than to surrender, or to fly.
Thus Brunswick was oblig’d to fight,
Both with the party Jacobite
And with the Feuillantins their foes,
Who but for him hadcome to blows
Before this hour ; and thus the nation,
United by his proclamation,
Displayed at once uncommon force.
But had he ta’en a different course

.

He would have found a numerous party
Who in the royal causewere hearty,
And wish’d sincerely to restore
The power they destroyed before.

“And hereon, charming lady, I greet you ; and I would
have you to consider that all this
rhyme is not without

4
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some reason. So pray ask yourlordtogivethe
gentleman who bearsthisletteraninterview,and
sometimes,
i5. when you havenothingelseto do, think of a lone man
who thinks very often of you, and never without wishing
f, you wereagainestablishedin
Paris. Adieu, yours.”
Fromthe 14thtill the 20th of JanuaryLouisSixteenth
stoodhistrial,
andawaitedcalmly,it
would seem, the
sentence, not doubting what it would be. ‘‘ Louis Capet
1i est coupable de conspiration contre 1n liberte de In nation
et attentat de la silret6 g6nCrale ;” so the Convention at
i
f
lastdecided, and for seventy-two hours werein s6ance to
;* vote for hislife or death.
“ T h e a 1st of January, at ten
o’clock in the morning,
II LouisdeBourbon, XVI. of the name, born at Versailles
the a3d August, 1754, namedDauphinthe
20th December, 1765, Ring of Franceand of Navarre,10th of June,
:i 1774, consecratedandcrownedatRheims,11thJune,
46 1776, was guillotined i n the Place de la Rholution.” On
the 25th of January Morris wrote of the event to Mr. Jefferson. “The late King of this country has been publicly
I
i
executed. He died in a mannerbecominghis
dignity.
i Mountingthe
scaffold, heexpressedanewhisforgive;. ness of those who persecuted him, and a prayer that his
deluded people might be
benefited by his death. On the
;
,
j scaffold he attempted to speak, but the commanding officer, Santerre,orderedthedrums
to beat. TheKing
, made two unavailing efforts, but
with the samebad success.
*’
The executioners threw him down, and were in ,such haste
g,4 as to let fall the. axe before his neck was properly placed,
SO thathe
wasmangled.
It would beneedless to give

‘

1
6

‘

4
i

1‘

you anaffectingnarrative
of particulars. I proceed to
what is more important, having buta few minutes to write
in by thepresentgoodopportunity.Thegreatestcare
was taken to prevent a concourse of people. This proves

*

.

moment of indignation against late events for a declaration of war. Thisisnotirnprobabk,becauseitmay
be
coupled with those general declarations against all kings,
under the name of tyrants, which contain a determination
to destroy them, and the threat that if the ministers
of
England presume to declare war, an appeal shall be made
to the people at the headof an invading army. Of course,
a design may be exhibited
of entering into the heart
of
GreatBritain,tooverturntheConstitution,destroythe
rights of property,and finally todethroneandmurder
the King-all which are things the Englishwill neither approve of nor submit to.''
Again, in a 4etter to Mr. Jefferson on the 13th of Feb: "Since my last, I havehadevery
ruary,Morrissays
reason to believe that the execution of the King has produced on foreign nations the effect which I had imagined.
The war with England exists, and it is now proper, perhaps,toconsideritsconsequences;towhich
effect we
Engmust examine the objects
likely to be pursued by
land, for in this country, notwithstanding the gasconades,
is prescribedby necessity. Many supadefensivewar
pose that the French colonies
will be attacked, but this
I donotbelieve.
There are higher considerations to
be
attended to. Inoneshapeoranotherthisnation
will
it may seem, the present
make a bankruptcy. Strange as
war is, on the part of France, a warof empire, and if she defends herself shecommandsthe world. I am persuaded
that her enemies consider this as the real state of'things,
and will therefore bend their efforts towards a reduction
of her power : and this may be Compassed in two wayseither by obliging her to assume a new burden of debt to
defray the expense they are at on her account,
or else
adismemberment. The latter appears the more
cewn
mode. As to the conduct of the war, I believe it,to be On
VOL.
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virtuous is what I prize beyond all earthly possessions. I
have lately debated much within myself what
to do. The
path of life in Paris isnolongerstrewedwithroses,
you may well imagine ; indeed, it is extremely painful. I
have already given my reasons for staying here, but now
the Scene is changed,and I hadthoughts of making a
tour
to
the
different
consulates. There
are,
however, ,
Some pretty solid objections to that plan for the present.
The next thing whi& suggested itself was to hire a country-houseforthesummer
seasonin the neighborhood.
At length, that my leaving the city might give no offence
to anybody, I have bought a country-house in an out of
$,
the way place where it is not likely that any armies will
pass or repass,evenshould
theenemypenetrate.
If I
1
lose the moneypaid foritI
will put up with the loss.
_,
f
The act in itself shows a disposition friendly to France,
and as it is between twenty and thirty miles from Paris, I
shall be athandshouldbusinessrequiremypresence.
Mr. Livingston, my secretary,willcontinueintownunless driven out by war or famine. In this way I hope to
avoid those accidents which
are almost inseparable from
thepresentstate
of societyandgovernment,and
which, '
.
should they light on the head of a public Minister, might
.&?
involve
consequences
of adisagreeablenature.Itis
more properalso, I conceive, tomakearrangements
of
this kind in a moment of tranquillity than when confusion
is awakened into mischief. In all this my judgment may
of the United
err, but I can truly say that the interest
States is my sole object. Time alone can tell whether the
!
conduct was right, as I know the intention to be."
To Washington Morris wrote on February 14th as folt
lows :
t
x$

,

t.5

'1

i

'' I
was

have receivedyours
long on its way.

of the 20th of October,which
YOUwill findthateventshave

I

i
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partition Seems the most probableevent
a t present.
Adieu.”
A monthlater,rumorandthegazetteshaving
nunbered Morris among the victims of the guillotine, he hastened to inform Robert Morris, and through him his other
friends, of his well-being. “ I amtold,”hewrote,March
“thattheLondongazetteers
havekilled me, besides burning my house and other little pleasantriesOf the
=me kind. Now, as these accounts may be republished,
I appriseyou thereof andpray you to vouch that they
were not trueatthetime
of publication. YOU tellme
that in my place you would resign and come home, but
this is not quite so easily done as said. I must have leave
to resignfromthePresident.Theverycircumstances
which you mention are strong reasons for abiding, because
it is not permitted to abandon a post in the hour of difficulty. I think the late decrees respecting our commerce
will show you that my continuanceherehasnotbeen
without some use to the United States, and as to the rest,
we must console ourselves with the reflection that whatever is is.”
I t was in March that Morris became assured of the fact
that the Executive Council had sent to America with
M.
Genet blankcommissions
forprivateers.
On the 20th
hecommunicatedhisknowledgeto
Mr. Pinckney,then
a “fact of which I
United States Minister at London, as
am’informedin a way thatprecludesdoubt.The
cornmissions are to be given clandestinely to such persons as
he might find in America inclined to take them, to prey
on theBritish commerce. Thisappearsto me, waiving
a l l question of honesty, no very sound measure politically
speaking, since they may, as a nation, derive greater advantagefromourneutralitythanfromour.alliance.
I
k a r n that Some Seamen have lately been taken by British
’
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to admit the possibility of an unfavorable interpretation

being given to the accident which befell YOU on the 28th
instant. The precautionarymeasurestaken
on that day
extended to all the inhabitants of the city of Paris, and a
proof that they had no reference to you personally is that
at the moment your name and rank were known you obtained the justice due to you. The domiciliary visits were
an equally general measure, from which no house in Paris
wasexempt. I see with pleasure that the Comyissaries
of the Section who entered your house withdrew after the
’ explanation you gave them. The respect which they have
shown you is proof of the belief of my fellow-citizens that
the minister of a free nation, an ally of France, is incapable of receiving into his house disaffected persons. The
exemption which you claim would have had the pernicious
effect of affording the ill-disposed a facility for calumniating your motives, in order to disturb the entire harmony
which subsists between the two nations.”
Morrisdoesnotagainspeak
of being arrested or of
any domiciliary visits
disturbing
his
privacy. Shortly
after this experience he left Paris for Sainport,
a modest’
pied-h-icrre on the Seine, not far from Paris, which he had
purchased. Of the growing treachery to the government
Morris wrote, April 19th) to Mr. Jefferson :
“There seems to bemore of treasoninthiscountry
than was imagined, andeverydayincreasessuspicion,
effect
which, whether well or ill founded, has always the
of distracting the public c o u n c h As far as I can judge
of the public mind, it appears that there isa general state
of suspense. Success on either side will fix the opinions
of a very great number, who will then act to show their
sincerity. Here they hang people for giving their opinion
in favor of royalty (that is, they cut off their heads), but
yet 1 am told that such opinionis openly avowed and sup-

’
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ported in the streets.
I am told that there is a majority
even of the Convention who think a king necessary ; but,
as they see the loss of their own lives in connection with
the re-establishment of the throne, it is to be supposed
that they would not tell such thoughts. Time
will show
that there are among them some false brethren, and certainlythe most intelligentmust beconvinced thatthe
republican virtues are not yet of Gallic growth.
“The Duke of Orleans isin the way of reapingthe
fruits of his conduct, being, as you will see, sent a prisoner to Marseilles. The storm thickens all around us, but
as yet one cannot certainly determine how it will burst.
The attempts made to excite disturbances
in Paris have
hitherto proved ineffectual, but that stroke seems to be
reserved for the moment when the deputies, now in commission in the departments, shall return.”
By the end of May Morris had established himself in
quiet and comparative safety, “ i n a neat little house on
the banks of the Seine at Sainport,” he wrote to Robert
Morris, “with a pretty little garden and some green trees,
and more grass than my neighbors ; for you will observe
that we are so scorched by a long drought that, in spite of
all philosophic notions, we are beginning our processions
to obtain the favor of the 6on Dieu. Were it proper for
un h m m e public et protestant tointerfere, I shouldbe
is before sacrifice. I
temptedtotellthemthatmercy
remember that about a year (or, indeed, eighteen months)
ago I was desired in a large society todraw the horoscope
of France, to which I ahswered that it might be done in
three words-guerre, famine, peste. This, which appeared
to me at the time more than possible, has long been certain as to a part, and but too probable for what rwains.
“ I have about twenty acres of land, about twenty miles
from the barrier of Paris in summer (by meansofa cross-
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road) ; 1 have, on the whole, about twenty-seven miles to
Paris, and from hence to Fontainebleauabout
fifteen. This
1 s t will, I imagine, become the seat of government should
the royal party prevail. But if Monsieur should be regent
he might resideinhispalace
at Choisi, about six miles
from the barrier of Paris, and eighteen from hence. My
little territory is enclosed by a stone wall about eight feet
highon the north andeast sides, from which last come the
cold winds of this hemisphere. On the south and west I
amsecuredbya
ha-ha. The western side, which is my
greatest length, bounds on the river, from which the haha is distantabout fifteen yardsandthehouseabout
forty.. The river is about the size of the Schuylkill at the
Tweed's ford, but deeper, being not fordable.
Adjoining
to the north, and separated onlyby a street, is the village.
"My prospect is rural and extensive. At a mile and a
half on the southwest are the ruins
of baths which once
beionged to the fair Gabrielle, favorite mistress to Henry
the Fourth, and at half that distance in the opposite direction stands on a high plain the magnificentpavilion
built by Bouret. He was what is here called un homme de
j w a c e . H e expended on thatbuildinganditsgardens
about half a million sterling, and after squandering in the
whole about two millions sterling he put himself to death
because he had nothing to live on. I think you will acknowledge that the objects just mentioned arewell calculated to show the vanity of human pursuits and posses
sions. My time is spent in reading and writing, of which
last I have not a little.
" The French privateers employ many of my hours, for
the masters and agents of the American vessels they take
aPPlY/Ome for advice and assistance. The other day I
w a s desired, on thepart of amerchant in London, t o
claim of the ministrysomerice
and indigo, but 1 knew
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neither by whom nor V e n nor where they were taken,

nor wheretheyare deposited. Without observing, however, on so lame and so strange a request, I desired the
person who made it to appoint an agent in the port, with
directions to state a proper claimbefore the competent
judicature. I wonder what this person would have thought
had anybody asked a Secretary of State in England to deliver up goods taken by one of his privateers. I have had
applications to grant the privileges of the American flag
to vessels owned by Frenchmen and others. Some of the
h
t tr2joing faapplicants were offended at my refusal of i
nor. Thestate of thegovernmenthere
is also a great
plague, for it is difficult to discover the best mode of compassing an object when the parties who are to decide are
perpetually changing. Our old Congress was nothing to
thisConvention,andyou
willform a tolerableidea of
the nature and extent of that influence which the city of
Paris exercises from some lateevents.
“ I t is rather late now tomentionPaulJones.
But I
should have written to you about his death immediately if
I could have gotten a copy of his will to transmit. I was
promised from day to day, and at length the matter lay
over, and since, his relations have been here andhave writof his will, poor fellow,
tento you. I drewtheheads
the day hedied, and when his extremities were already
cold. I calledon him intheafternoon,
with M. Vicq
d‘Azyr, first physician to the Queen, and hewas then a
corpse. It was somewhat singular that he, who detested
theFrenchRevolutionandallthoseconcernedin
it,
should have been followed to the grave by a deputation
from the National Assembly, and that I should have had
in one of your gazettes some very severe reflectionon me
for not payinghim due respect; I, who during hislife had
rendered him all possible service and possessed his confi-
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dence to the last, so that he wish@ to name me with you
for executor. But such is the world, whose mistakes frequently amuse me, and on more serious occasions. Before
I quit Paul Jones I must tell you that some people here
who like rare shows’ wished him to have a pompous f u neral,’and I was applied to on the subject ; but as I had no
right to spend on such follies either the moneyof his heirs
or that of the United States, I desired that he might be
buried in a private and economical manner. I have since
had reason to be glad that I did not agree to waste money
of which he had no
great abundance, and for which his
I promisedthemto
relatives entertain a tenderregard.
entreatyourattentiontotheirrequests,which
will no
doubtbesomewhattroublesome,andconsumethe
moments, you can badly spare. A preview of this made me
desire Jones to think of some other executor, but the poor
fellow was so anxious, telling me that as we alone possessed his full confidence he could not think of losing the
aid of both, etc., and as whqt he said, besides his natural
stammering, was interrupted by thestrugglingsagainst
death, I was obliged toquit my opposition. Thus, my
dear friend, I have given you a history which ought to
havebeencommunicatedlong
ago. You will probably
findit somewhattedious now. . .
“The communication with England, and, indeed, with
all foreign countries, was never in the memory of man so
difficult and uncertain as in the present moment.
I know
nothing of whatpassesinLondon,even
as to my own
affairs. This is extremely disagreeable. I couldindeed
send a messenger, but to that effect I must ask passports
as for one carrying my public despatches, and I do not
choose, even in matters of indifference, to make my public
character subservient to private purposes.”

.
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CHAPTER XXIX.
Morris aware that his recall is desired. Difficulties of the mission. Letters delayed intransittoandfrom
America. Source of greatannoy.
ance. Insecurity of letters in France. Description of his life at Sainport.Distractedcondition
of France.Returns
to Paris in October.
LettertoWashington.AtSainportduringthe
summer of 1794.
Letter to Robert
Morris. Changes hourly take place in the government. Difficulty of doing business. Letterto
U’ashington. T h e
probable event of the opening campaign not favorable to the Republ i c LettertoWashington.Fall
of Danton.Executionsstillgoon
at Paris. Acknowledges a letter from Washington over a year in its
passage. Concerning the Lafayettes. New minister arrives in August. Hisadventa relief. Morris determinestostay abroad.

*

T-

HAT a desire had been expressed to his Government
for his recall Morris had known for some time, and on
the 25th of June he wrote from Sainport to Robert Morris
telling him that he knew well that orders had been given
to effect his recall.* “ If ” he says in this letter,
“I did
not mention this to you at the time, it was out of delicacy

‘
A
s

soon as Washington demanded the recall of Genet, the French Government demanded in returnthe recall of Morris. Grave charges, in the
mean time, had been brought against Morris by his enemies, and accusations
Of fomenting a counter-revolution, which so alarmed Washington and Jefferson that Morris would probably have been recalled but for Edmund Randolph, who wrote to Washington,February 22, 1793, as followS : ” T h e
chwges have come in an ambiguous form, half private, half public ; and it
must be uncertain, uutil the arrival of the new Minister from France, to what
extent those charges are to be pressed. To seize so imperfect an oflportunitY for dismission might argue an eagernessto get rid of the officer, and before Such a stroke is given to the reputation of any man, ought he not to be
heard ? ”
Concerning therelations between Morris andRandolph,see
Omitted
G a p t e n of History, etc., by Moncure D. Conway.

’

48

DIARY AND LETTERS OF

[CHAP.

XXIX

(perhaps ill-judged), for when I aloneamconcerned
I
leave things to thediscussion of my enemies. I suspected
(but did not say so) that Paine was intriguing against me,
’
althoughheputon
a face of attachment.Sincethat
period I am confirmedin the idea, forhecametomy
house in company with Colonel Oswald, and, being a little more drunkthan usual, behavedextremely ill, and
through hisinsolence I discovered clearlyhis vain ambition. At present, I am told, he is besotted from morning till night, H e is so completely down that he would
be punished if he were not despised.
“ I have in a formerletterexplained
to you why I
could notproperly
resign. Let me addthat if I get
through this mission honorably it will be a muster-$ece,
and yet nine out of ten will say it was the easiest thing in
, nature.
So everyschool-boy thinks he canwrite verses
till he comes to the trial. If I fui2, I shall not be ashamed
of it, for, to tell you the truth, fortune must be propitious
or else
As I supposetheSenatehave
a communication of our despatches so far as may suit the Department of State, you will be able to form some judgment
of what my situation has been, and I think the President
will do me justice in his opinion, however political consideration may sway his conduct, of which I shall never
complain, for an individual should neverbe placed in competition with the public good.”
Added to the difficulties of hisposition, Morris’s patience was sorely tried by the length
of time his letters
took to reachAmerica.
In a letter to Washington, also
of June 25th) expressing the vexationof this particular
circukstance, he says :
‘‘ I am mortified more than I can tell you at the delay
my lettersexperience in their passage. I task my mind
to its utmost bent to discover thoseevents which are

...
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most likely to happen in order that(so far, at least, as my
judgment can be relied on)
you may be duly prepared,
and, after all, you hear of the event before my almanac
I trustthatlongerethis
you willhaverecomesout.
ceived what I hadthehonorto
write duringthe last
winter months.Shouldthepresentsocietybeableto
establish themselves I think M. Genet will have a succesior, and if, the Revolution completed, things return to
the point from whence they started,
I am sure M. Genet
will have a successor. It is my opinion that the members
of Conventionlatelyarrested
wili donothing,forthe
; and if I
greater part of them have only parole energy
were called on by any urgent motive to act, it should be
in conformity to that idea. In my letter to Mr. Jefferson
of this day I tell him that I shall implicitly obey his orders, but this is in reply to the broad hint that my embarrassments may have arisen from inattention to the principles of free government. You may rely,sir, that I shall
be cautious to commit the United States as little as possiI have neverthoughtthat
ble tofuturecontingencies.
three parties could conveniently exist in any one country,
and therefore it seems to me that one of those into which
those who callthemselvesdemocratsare
divided must
join the royalists. I donotinquirewhatnegotiations
are carried on to that effect, for I have no desire to meddle with such affairs, directly or indirectly, and I should
be very sorry to have the appearance of siding with any
one party or faction whatever, being convinced that I can
best do the business of the United States by keepingaloof
from them all.”
During the summer of 1793 Morns kept up a rather
interruptedcorrespondencewithhisfriends,although
hetookadvantage
of every opportunitywhichpromisedtheleast
safety. ( ( B u t evenafter all precautions
VOL.
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were taken,” he says, June 23d, in a letter to Madame
de Chastellux, then at Vernon, “ I know not whether my
lastletterreached
you. Indeed,theapprehensionthat
other eyes than yours may read what I now write lays me
myself. Still, 1
under a painfulrestraintinexpressing
mustentreat you tocommunicate t o youramiableand
unhappy mistress my sensibilityforhercruelsituation.
Her fate is so extremely hard that severe afflictions seem
yet necessary, not only before she can be restored topeace,
but even forthat veryrestoration.
In somerespects,
however, the clouds dispel, and in her children she
may
meet with consolations unexpected.
In her virtuous soul
she willfind an unfailingsource of bliss which neither
time nor chance can destroy, which will, I trust, assuage
her anguish in this
world, as it cannot fail to exalt her
transports in the world to come. I am, and for about two
months past have been in the country, about eight leagues
from Paris, but in the opposite direction
from Vernon. I
wouldhavepaid
my respectstotheDuchessbutfor
thoseevents which it isneedless to mention, any more
than the reasons resulting from them. I still flatter myself with the hope that all the broken ends of society will
be again tied together, and then the calm will be so much
the more pleasant as you have been tossed and tormented
by the storm. I t bellows loudest on the mountain’s brow,
but yet so wasteful and so wide is its range that the sweet
violet of thehumblevaleshrinks
atthe blast. Little
Alfred is so far happy that he has not yet put forth his
buds and may hope a milder season for his bloom. That
fortune may smile onhisyouthandgratifywithrich
fruits your maternal affection
is, my dear madame, thesincere wish of your friend,”
Writing at this time to his brother, Lieutenant-General
Staats Long Morris, in London, for the first time in many
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months, hesays : “The applications which I made for
your liberation, and which,
I am told, procured it, have
on that ground brought me the enclosed letter to be forwarded to you. M. de Baasasked me when I wrote to
YOU to enclose his letter ; I told him, very truly, that since
the breaking out of the war I had curtailed very much
my correspondence, butwouldnevertheless
forward to
YOU an open letter. Make
my affectionate remembrances
to my sister. If peace were restored
I should press you
of the Seine in my
to enjoy a French air on the banks
hermitage, u-here you would be in
the neighborhood of
many objects worth riding to look at, if it were only t o
of goodclaret and a slice of
gain appetite for a bottle
small mutton.”
The following letter to Mr. Pinckney at London, dated
August 13th, gives an interesting picture of Morris’s isolated life atSainportduringthissummer,and
of the
unhappy state of society in Paris and France.
‘‘You wish to know thestate of thiscountry.There
exists a tyranny alike cruel and capricious, and restrained
neither by shame nor princip1.e. The body of the people
long for the restoration of their former government. The
exterioris moreformidableinshowthaninsubstance.
The real administration is occupied in acquiring wealth.
As to the news, I. might write a dozen pages of newspaper, but you would derive from thenceno information. As
towhatpasses
in ourarmies we areignorant.
Some,
therefore,conjecture ; andasthelittleinformation
obtainedconsists of outlines,each fills up the picture
according to his fancy, and gives it the coloring of his own
see
disposition. Henceithappensthatgoodpatriots
great victories and small checks where the other partybehold slightskirmishesanddreadfuldefeats.Whoshall
decide when doctors disagree 7 I am retired to the coun-
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of peaceandgood
air. I receive the
newspapers by accident. I know nothing of what passes
but by hearsay. I confine my views to the giving protection to such of mycountrymenasstandinneed
of
it, or rather to the asking protection. The great revolution wheel rolls on as declivities lead, and the season is
as dry as it is conveniently possible, so that nature presents no cheering view, but drives us back into the moral
world to shiftas we may. My letters,evenbetween
ParisandSainport,are
delayed. The ComitC de Surto perusesome of
veillancehavedonemethehonor
them.”
To the difficulty of receivinglettersandnewswas
addedthedanger
of movingabout,
of whichMorris
spoke in a letter to Mr. Shortduring September. “ B y
the by,” he wrote, “such is thedistractedcondition
of thetimesthatpeopleexperience
as muchdifficulty
inpassingtoandfronearthecapitalastheywould
have formerly been exposed
to in going to the territory
of a power at war. I t is, also impossible to commit anything to paper without great risks.
“ One of my countrymen, on his way from Paris hither
having taken up my letters in Paris(most of them brought
bythe post), was stopped, the letters taken from
him, broken
open,andsenttothe
ComitC de Surveillance. He was
detained two days, till I could apply for his release. Some
of my letters were lost, and all received in a mangled condition. Orders have been given to prevent such accidents
I shallnotcommunicatethisandother
infuture,and
little affairs oj’jciul& because I will not excite resentments
which I do not feel. I mention this to you that you may
see why informationfromthiscountryrespectingeven
To writein
privatebusinessmustbeverydefective.
cipher is the sure way to have the letter intercepted.
It
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was not possible to foresee six months ago the many extraordinary eventswhich we have witnessed in that period,
and as every day produces something new, no sober man
will pretend to guess the state of things so far forward as
only six weeks hence. Therefore writing across the channel, much less across the Atlantic, is totally useless.
PraytellyourFrenchfriends
not tonameanyonein
their letters, for they will bring their friends to the guillotine.”
About the middle of October, and just before the execution of the queen, Morris returned to Paris, and on the
18th he wrote the following letter to Washington :
‘6 The present governmentis evidently a despotism both
in principleandpractice.TheConvention
nowconsists
of only a part of those who were chosen to frame a constitution. These, after putting under arrest their
fellows,
claim all power, and have delegated the greater part of it
to a Committee of Safety. You will observe that one of
the ordinary measures of government is to send out commissionerswith unlimitedauthority.Theyareinvested
with power to remove officers chosen by the people, and
put others in their places. This power, as well as that of
imprisoning on suspicion, is liberally exercised. The Revolutionary Tribunal, established here to judge on general
principles,givesunboundedscopeto
will. I t is an emphaticalphraseinfashionamongthepatriots,thatterelapsed
ror is theorder of the day.Someyearshave
sinceMontesquiouwrote
that the principle of arbitrary
government isfear.
“The Queen was executedthedaybefore
yesterday.
Insulted during her trial and reviled in her last moments,
shebehavedwithdignitythroughout.Thisexecution
dye, and
will, I think, give to filture hostilities a deeper
unite more intimately the Allied Powers. It willsilence
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the opposition of those who would not listen to the dismemberment of their country, and therefore it
may be
concluded that the blow by which she died was directed
from a distance. But whatever may be the lot of France
in remote futurity, and putting aside the military events,
it seems evidentthat
she must soonbe governed by
a singledespot.Whethershewillpasstothatpoint
through the medium of a triumvirate or other small body
of men seems as yet undetermined. I think it most probable that she will. A great and awful crisis seems to be
near at hand. A blow is, I am told, meditated which will
shroud in griefandhorroraguiltyland.Alreadythe
prisons are surcharged with persons who consider themselves as victims. Nature recoils, andyet
I hopethat
The
theseideasarecirculatedonlytoinspire
fear. .
plan for the Commissioners, which will probably be carried into effect, is to charge one of those sent with letters
of credence, but instructed to conform to the directions of
the Board. I t is probable that the new minister, on being
presented, will ask you to aid in securing the person and
papers of the old one.
I have favored, or rather excited
theidea of thisprocedure,forseveral
reasons. Sucha
public act will place in a contemptible light the faction
connected with M. Genet. The seizure
of his papers, by
exposing his connections
with prime movers, will give a leswho exercise the highson to others, and the Commissioners
est-handed authority will, on reflection, feel the necessity
of
respecting your government, lest they should meet a similarfate. I have insinuatedtheadvantages which might
result from an early declaration on the
part of the new
minister that, as France has announced her determination
not to meddle with the interior affairs of other nations, he
can know only thegovernment of America. In union with
this idea, I told the minister that I had observed an over-

. .
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rulinginfluenceintheir
affairswhich seemed to come
from the other side of the channel, and at the same time
a seditious spirit in
had tracedtheintentiontoexcite
America; that it was impossible to be on a friendly footi n g with such persons, but that at present adifferent spirit
seemed to prevail, etc. Thisdeclarationproducedthe
effect I intended.I
find thatthis Commission will endeavor to get hold of the debt from America to France by
anticipation if no other reason. If you were here you would
not be surprised .that people do not write to their correspondents. The times are very critical, and innocent actionsmaybemisinterpreted.
All correspondencewith
foreign countries gives ground of suspicion."
The next letter to Washington, dated the 5th of Febru.
ary, 1794,urged the necessity for'the Government to arrangefortheregularconveyance
of despatches. "Six
packets would be amply sufficient for the service, and if,
RS I believe, small schooners could be safely employed as
well, the prime cost would not be above three thousand
pounds sterling, and the annual expense I should suppose
not more than half that sum. In a newspaper of this day
I find the translation of your message of the 5th of December to Congress, and observe that, after stating the
violation of the treaty by a decree of the National Convention, you tellthem I havebeeninstructed
to make
representationstothemonthe
subject. Now, my dear
sir, this is the first I hear and all I know of such instrucdifficulty of comtions. I supposethisarisesfromthe
munication, but, whatever be the cause,I feel the effect. I
beg your pardon, my dear sir, for troubling you with this
groaning,schemingepistle.
I will notsayaword
of
news, as in supposablecircumstances it mightprevent
this letter from reaching you.
" P.' S. I am sorry to
see that your love of retirement
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struggles so strongly against a continuance in public life.
I a m afraid the Devil (for it is from him, you know, that
comes all evil)will put it in your head one day to quit outright, which God his
in mercy forbid; for I tell you, and you
know me well enough to believe me, it will be a very sad
day for America. As to yourself, I know that you will be
more happy at home, and I judge from my own feelings
how strong must be your desire to get there. Apropos :
Whenever you think the United States can gain anything
by giving me a successor, let it be done.”
In the early spring Morris again sought the quiet and
refreshment of his little home at Sainport, and from there
inhe wrote to Robert Morris on March Ioth, asking for
formation on manysubjects. “Neither fromtheUnited
States nor from you,” he wrote, “ has one line come since
themonth of July, 1793 ; andsixmonthshavepassed
the new
sincethereceipt of publicdespatches.Ihope
Secretary of State, who was formerly an attentive man,
will contrive to let the servants
of the United States inforeign countries hear from time to time whether their letamverydisinterestedinthishope,
ters are received.I
for different reports from various quarters seem to concur in the idea that I am to be recalled. On that subject
as if
I will hereexpresstoyoumyopinionascoolly
I were speaking of a stranger, and concerning a transaction of the lastcentury.
I t will notbe wise.If
the government here were fixed on any permanent basis, it would
.be proper for America to have here a man agreeable to
the rulers of the country, provided always that he did not,
to render himself agreeable, sacrifice the interests intrusted
to hiscare. But during the changes which hourly
(as it
were) take place, it is impossible for any man to do the
business he is called on to perform unless he have the consciousness of support fromhome, and unless those who
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are here be well convinced that he cannot be removed at
the will and pleasureof any faction or partyin the country
where he resides. Thepower ‘toremoveismorethan
equivalent to the power of appointing in its influence on
the mind of the agent, and so it will be found in its exercise. On t h e present occasion, it is lighter than a feather.
I will pursue what I conceive to be the true interest
of
America in spite of faction and calumny in either hemisphere or in both, saving always my obedience to the instructions I receive. M. Genet’s
attempts
I conjectured
beforehand, but I shouldsupposethathis
channe’l was
not the best through which to apply for the appointment
of a successor to me. Mine on his subject met with every
. , .
attentionwhichcouldbedesired.
“You are mistaken if you suppose that my habitation
merits the name of chtiteau. A chlteau was in my offer
on most eligible terms, but I a m not a lover of show or
magnificence. My house, my humble house, in the neighborhood of many superb chlteaux, exhibits
a plentiful,
plain, wholesome table, and commandsa cellar of excellent
liquors. Temperanceandhospitalityarethetitular
deities which preside. If I could receive you in it the former
of these goddesses might chance to be neglected for one
evening,in thecourse of which hersistershouldrule
alone ; or, rather, I would give them both a holiday, and
we would together brighten the chainof ancient friendship
which will, I hope, endure as long as we do.
“At this moment I look out of my window and see the
Pear- and plum-treesin f u l l bloom. The peaches,apriCots, andalmondsarealready
formed. Theapple-trees
are advanced. We havehadhardlyanywinter,and
if
there comes no frost the season will be wonderful. They
dread the moon of April, which is called la lune rousse, Le.,
the red-haired moon. Withinthesefewdays
past it has
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been so hot that exercise at noon was very disagreeable.
This is the best farming country I ever saw, taking it for
all in all, but it is badly cultivated. Our country is capable of producing much better fruits, and with far greater
certainty, I will not except either grapes or plums ;except the nectarine, I may-and, by the by, it is a beautiful, bad fruit.
('You tell me that I can be more useful to the United
States and to myself in America than here,whichI can
readily believe ; but I hope this does not mean the putting me inany office. My wish is to pass quietlywhat
get home,and to close
mayremain of my lifewhenI
my little circle at the spot where it began. I do not mean
by this to say that
if myserviceswere
necessary to my
I hope no such necountry they should be withheld, but
cessity will ever exist, and I have modesty enough to behas been of
lieve so. Ibelieve thatmyresidencehere
little use, but that is not my fault. If the present Secretary of State would take the trouble of reading over my
letters from the beginning he will find that I have given
of what
regularlyformonthsbeforehandanaccount
would happen. If credit was not given to my predictions,
it was not my fault. As to my conduct here, I will neither
praisenorexcuseit,but
confinemyself tothe sincere
wish that my successor, whoever he be, may act with more
wisdom in a situation less critical. Andfortherest,
I
leave it to fortune, which' is but another name for Providence, knowing that the world judges only from events,
and, of course, that the general or statesman who gains
one brilliant affair is more applauded than he who exists,
with small force or assistance and in a dangerous situation, through the courseof a long campaign.
" I am ashamed to have said so much of myself even to
YOU. I therefore quit the subject with desiring my
affec-
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tionate compliments to Hamilton, and my congratulations
that he has such violent enemies; for if it be just to judge
a private man by his friends, it is not amiss to estimate a
public man by his foes.”
To WashingtonMorrisagainwrote
a fewdaysIater
(March 12th) : “Every day confirms what is written in my
so balletter of the 18th of last October. But parties are
anced, and the impending forcefromabroad
is in such
threatening attitude, that the present stateof things drags
on itsexistenceratherfromsurroundingcircumstances
than from internal vigor, and, strange as it may seem, the
Jmpending changes may arise from a victory, a defeat, or
from a famine.
“The gazettes tell us that Mr. Jeffersonis coming to
Europe-some of them say as my successor ; others say
it is a secret mission.Ihave
heard it said that he is to
negotiate a peace among the belligerent powers. For my
own part, I hold in politics the opinions which prevail in
physics among some philosophers,viz., that it is proper to
determinefactsbefore we attempt to discover causes. I
wait, therefore, patiently the event. Major Jackson, who
hasbeenhereforsome
time, gavemetwo
successors,
first Mr. Bingham and then Mr. Pinckney ; giving in the
latter case Mr. Pinckney’s place to Mr. Bingham. So it is
easy, you see, to fill up vacancies. The probableevents
of the campaign about to open are not favorable
to the
Freneh Republic.
It will be extremely difficult for them
to subsist the armies needful for their
defence, and the
extreme severity exercised by the present government
will,
in case of adverse events, excite an universal insurrection.
At present the people are restrained byfear from showing
anysentimentunfavorabletotheexistentauthorities.
But, as is usual in like circumstances, should that fear be
removed it will besucceeded by sharpresentment, If,
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however, the armies of the Republic should provesuccessful, theyWould, in my opinion, be the first to overturn the
Convention,for such is the usual courseof things.
A terrible perspective this, my dear sir, for those who are at
present in the saddle. No wonder, therefore, if they ride
hard. I t is not the least of their misfortunes to be fully
sensible of their situation, and it results therefrom that as
much time is consumedinprovidingfortheirdefence
against adverse factions and contingent events as in preparingforthegeneraldefence
of thecountry; more,
perhaps. How different was oursituation inAmerica.
Everyone performed cheerfully his part ; nor had we anything to apprehend but from the
commonenemy.
Such
is the immensedifferencebetween
a country which has
morals and onewhich is corrupted. The former has everything to hope, and the latter everything to fear.”
Again, after the fall of Danton, and under dateof April
18th, Morris wrote to Washington of theevent, recalling at the same time to Washington’s mind a letter concerning Danton which he had written some months previously :
‘‘ In a letter which I had the honor of writing to you on
the 10th of January, 1793, I gave you some traits respecting M. Westermann,and,as
my publicdespatcheshad
already communicated the plans
of M. Danton, you will
not be surprised at what has‘lately happened to them. I
wrote to you on the 25th of June that those who rule the
roast had just ideas of the value of popular opinion ; also,
that should they reach a harbor it would be as much by
good luck as by good management, and that at any rate
part of thecrew would bethrownoverboard,Those
I
had then particularlyin view were Chabot * and company,
*FmFois Chabot, a Capuchin priest, and the scandal of his native town

oi Rhodes. In r r n he was appointed deputy to the legislature. He was one
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of which company a part still exists. On the 18th of October 1 gave you a short view of the nature of the then government, and addedwhat seemed to be the probable termination. I therein observed that whether Francewould pass
to that point through the medium
of a triumvirate or other
small body of men seemed as yet undetermined, but that
I thoughtit most probableshe would. Atthatperiod
things were wound u p very high, and ever since the utmost uncertaintyhasprevailedastothestrokewhich
would be given. I enclose herein a copy of what I wrote
you the 12th of last month, since which both the Dantonists and Hebertists are crushed. The fall of Danton seems
a triumvirate.The
chief who
toterminatetheideaof
would in such case have been one of his colleagues has
wisely put out of the way a dangerous competitor. Hence
it would seem that the high-road mustbe laid through the
ComitC de Salut Public, unless, indeed, the army should
meddle. But as to thearmy, no characterseemsasyet
to have appeared with any prominent feature; neither
is
there so much discipline as would give an aspiring character just ground of hope. It is awonderfulthing, sir,
that four yearsof convulsion among four and twentymillin civil
ions of people has brought forth no one, either
or military life, whose head would fit the cap which fortune has woven. Robespierre has been the most consistis one of those of
ent, if nottheonlyconsistent.He
whom Shakespeare’s Caesar speaks to his frolicsome companion, ‘He loves no plays RS thou dost, Antony.’ There
is no imputationagainst him forcorruption.
H e is far
from rich, and still further from appearing so. It is said
that his idol is ambition, but I think that ‘the establishofthe chief instigators of the events of the loth of August. Robespierre had
him condemned to death 86 a partisan of Danton, and he was guillotined in
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ment of theRepublicwould
(all thingsconsidered) be
mostsuitableto him. Whetherhethinks
so is another
question, which I will not pretend to answer, nor how far
If it
such establishment may appear to him practicable.
be supposed that a man in his situation should absolutely
so much diffidence,
despairoftheRepublicandhave
either in his abilities or hisinfluence, as to despair also of
obtaining, much less of preserving, the supreme power,
then it might be supposed thatDanton’s plan would be by
such person carried into execution.
Yet all this supposition is but conjectural foundationof new conjecture. And
what are the Allies about ? Forming schemes to be executed, if they should continue to be allies.”
Thespring
of 1794 was lovely andfruitful.
“The
weather,” Morris wrote to Robert Morris on April
zgth,
continues fine, or,to use a more apposite expression,
hot-about the temperature of our month of June. Heaven seems to have decided in favor of the Republic against
those who would by famine deprive:her of freedom. Such
promise of fruitsand of allvegetableproductions
was
never seen. It is indeed a miracle in nature, considering
the latitude, for at this moment all the fruits are formed
-the strawberries in full blossom, the apples are set, the
vines, notin
blossom, butthefutureclustersalready
marked. In the lawn under my eye I have grass lodged,
some of it a yard high. In short, it is difficult to persuade
one’s self thatthedatesarejust.Thisadvance
in the
season will probably save us from the horrors of famine.
A frost is possible, but there seems to be but little reason
for apprehending it.
“Since my last there have
been abundant executions
at Paris,andtheguillotinegoesonsmartly.It
was a
matter of great doubt before the blow was struck which
on
party was strongest.Perhapsthevictorydepended
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the first stroke. Danton, when condemned, or shortly before it, told his judges that he had observed in reading
history that men generally perished by the instruments
‘I’
ofdestructionwhichtheyhadthemselvescreated.
(says he) ‘created the TribunalRCvolutionnaire by which I
am shortly to be destroyed.’ Shakespeare had made Macbeth pronounce the same dreadful sentence on the wickedly ambitious long ago.
But in these cases we still have
judgment here;that we butteachbloodyinstructions
which, being taught, return to plague the inventor: this
even-handedjusticecommendstheingredients
of our
poisoned chalice to our own lips.’ God only knows who
next is to drink out of the same cup, but, as far as I can
judge, thereisnowant
of liquor. The rest depends on
circumstances.”
Every gazette announces new victories, and gives, of
course, hopethatFrancemaysoonenjoythatfreedom
from whichshederiveshername,”Morris
wrote, July
4th, to Leray de Chaumont at Kyon. “ L e t me offer congratulations OR thisanniversary of AmericanIndependence, ourcountry’snatal
day. The newFederalcity
(Washington) will be unquestionably one of the first cities
on earth, andwhen I getbacktoAmerica
I mean to
choose a good spot and build
a house on it for
myself.
Five hundred dollars would buy a lot. Ships take buildi n g materials cheap from ports of Europe to Washington ;
and twenty-five thousand dollars would build a very large
house in the American way of building, without parquets,
carving, gilding, and the like costly ornamentations.”
Morris’s next letter to Washington, dated July z5th, had
foritssubjectthetrials
of Madame deLafayette,and
a h was an acknowledgment of a letter of Washington’s,
“which had,” he wrote, 4‘ been a little more than a year
in itspassage.
Beforeitreached
me MadamedeLafa-
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yette (who, in common with most others of the nobility,had
been confined in her province) was brought
on to Paris,
whereshe is now imprisoned. As soon as I heard it,
which was the day of her arrival, I took the steps which
appeared to me most proper for preventingthe catastrophewhich is to beapprehended.Sincethatperiod,
finding that whatever may be the inclination of individualseveryoneremains
silent, forfear of compromising
himself, I have written to the Commissioner of Exterior
Relations an unofficial letter, on the 29th of last month,
to which as yet I havereceived no answer. I tellhim
that I know not whether she is brought up to be tried o r
only as a safer place of confinement, and that, moreover,
I do not pretend to meddle
with matters foreign to my
mission, but think it proper to prove on that occasion my
attachmenttothecauseinwhichtheFrenchareemI thenassurehimthatmyletter(directed
barked,etc.
to him, by the by, as a citizen and not as a commissioner)
is not official, but arnica1 and dictated by friendly sentiment, etc.Afterwhich
I state that the family
of Lafayette is beloved in America; that without examining his
conduct in this country, which would doubtless be condemned,my
fellow-citizensconfinethemselves
to the
grateful remembrance of the services he has rendered us,
and therefore the death of hiswife might lessen the attachment of some among them to the French Republic ;
that it would furnish the partisansof England with means
of misrepresenting what passes here ; that I cannot but
think her existence of very Iittle consequence to this government ; and that J am sure its enemies will rejoice at
of
thedestruction OE anything whichbearsthename
Lafayette. I conclude by the assurance that I have taken
that step from what I conceive to be the true interest of
theFrench Republic.Whatmaybethe
effect of this
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application I know not, but if she is preserved for some
time [ shall have hopes-the more so as I conceive the
presentrageforexecutionsmust
atlengthterminate.
The gazettes will give you the details on that subject and
spare me the pain of dwelling on it. I will here, however,
I have doneforthisunfortunate
mention toyouwhat
family of Lafayette. She wrote to me last summer desiring I would o@ciaZly pledge the United States as security
for certain sums due by his estate and which, not being
exactlymithin the line marked out for the creditors
of
emigrants, might not beallowed in liquidation, and she
stated that his honor and hers stood pledged, etc.'
You
will readily conceive that I did not comply with that request, but at the same time your goodness will feel that a
flat denial would add sorrow to distress. In this dilemma
I informed her that it was inconsistent with the dignity
of governments to appear in such
affairs ; moreover, I had
not any right to dispose
of the public property, but, as
far as n ~ y
own would go for her relief, she might count on
every aid in my power. Not to fatigue you with a long
story, this engagement ended by paying her
in November last one hundred thousand
livres when the assignats
were at par (or, indeed, for dwr, under par) and when,
by the obstacles thrown i n the way of all negotiations, it
became to me anobject of veryserious inconvenience.
However, I had taken the engagement, and it was necessary to keep i t or break my word. When she was brought
up to Paris she sent a person to me to communicate her
situation and that of her children, and to propose an advance of credit to the amount of one hundred and fifty
thousand livres in order to complete some arrangements
which they had imagined at Chavagnac. This advance
I
declined, not only because the plan they had formed
apPeared to me unwise but because I had not the money to
VOL.
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dispose of. Beinghard pressed for an opinion of consolatory nature to those poor children,
I authorized the
person employed to assure them of my conviction thut the
United states woulatake care of them. This I cannot doubt
of, and I flatter myself that they may all of them be yet
united at some future day in our hospitable regions, and
that they will have cause
to speak with gratitude of the
bounty of America.”
I n August the new Minister from the United States to
relief
Francearrived ; hisadventwasaninexpressible
to Morris, and in the following letter,
of August 14th, to
Robert Morris he gave vent to his.feelings on the subject.
‘‘ Presenting my successor, which I did yesterday, to the
Commissioners,hasgivenmemorepleasurethanany
soon as th’e ceremonial is adevent for many months. As
justed for his reception, I shall be relieved from a burden
which has pressed on my shoulders, and which I am happier to be rid of than you oan easily conceive. I am preparing for my departure, but as yet can take no step, as
there is a kind of interregnum in the government andMr.
Monroe is not yet received, at which he grows somewhat
impatient. The intelligence you give me respecting
myself is particularlypleasing.
I desiredmuch to be recalled, but I wouldnot ask itbecause I conceived my
honorconcernedin seeing the thing through. My only
to
remaining wish is that the measure may be as useful
the United States as itis pleasing to me.”
Afterseeinghissuccessorinstalledanddisposing
of
his house at Paris, Mr. Morris’s intention was to return at
once to America ; and with this object in view he sought,
and after much difficulty found, a sea-worthy ship to take
himself and his effects across the Atlantic.‘ But events in
Europe were SO interesting at this moment, and promised
.SO much excitement and stir for the future, that
he sud-
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denly changed his plans, and determined to stay at least
another year in Europe and watch the great play enacting on that stage. This year lengthened
itself into quite
four years before he embarked for America.’
In October, 1794, however, he sent his steward Bromeling i n theshipSuperb
to N e y York,“with,”
as he
wrote to Mr. Constable, “all my books,liquors,linens,
furniture,plate,andcarriages,which
I presume willbe
admitted free of duty.” Instructionsweresentthatthe
(‘things, whenthe shiparrived, should be taken from her to
Morrisania by periaugers,” and his overseer was directed
totakeespecialcare
of hisliquorsand
wines. Among
the latter was a large quantityof Imperial Tokay sealed in
wax with the double-headed eagle of Austria, the weddingpresent of Maria Theresa’to the unfortunate queenMarie
Antoinette. This wine Mr. Morris had bought during the
days of the Terror from a cheap grocery shop, where it
was exposed for sale at twenty-fivecents a bottle. The
lastbottle of it was opened at a wedding-party in New
York in 1848.

CHAPTER XXX.
Moms leaves Paris and France.

Resumeshis diary. Thinks Monroe
JourneythroughFrance.
Switzerland. Coppet
Madame de Stael. M. Necker. Malet du Pin. Berne. Bade.
Hospitality of friends.Incidents
CI roult. Scraps of news.
Hamburg. Glad to have left his position in France. Letter to Washington. Extremely cold weather. Princess of Wales goes to England.
Madame de Flahaut. Treaty
between Prussia and France published,
April, 1795. M o m s becomes surety for the Duke of Orleans. Verses
to Mesdames d e B-aurepaire and de Flahaut. Riots at
Paris. Morris helps his friends among thehmigfh. History of M. d’AngiviIliers’s
silver plate. Power of theJacobins
broken. DistressinFrance.
Letter to Washington.
takes awrong tone.

12, 1794,Morrisleft
Paris for
Sainporttomakearrangementsfordisposing
of
his possessions there, and two days later he bade a final
farewelltoFranceandjourneyedtoHamburg.The
entries in thediarycommenceagain
on October12th,
with a description of the journey to Sainport.
“ I leftParisthismorningatten
o’clock. Instead of
four horses I have but three, and
my servant mounts behind the carriage. The postmaster says that all his bid&
are held at the order of the Comitd de Salut Public. This
Isuspectto
be untrue. I reachCharenton,where
I find
it next to impossible to find bidet, and so go on as before.
The postmaster says itis impossible to procure post-horses;
that they are, moreover, very dear and very bad, etc.-all
of a system of
which I believe, being the natural result
paper money,and,aboveall,
of a war like the present,
which cannot but exhaust the’ country exposed toit.

N Sunday,October
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“ A t Villeneuve, again, there.aredifficulties about abidet.

I agree to pay three posts for the distance to Sainport,
which is more than I ought ; but on all such occasions one
is at the postmaster’s mercy-one among many bad consequences of doing that by exclusive privilege and minute
regulation which should be left to competition and private interest. In how many
different ways reflection and
experience inculcate the important maxim not to govern
too much. The state of husbandry in the country through
which I pass is detestable: no artificial grasses, and bltt
little natural meadow ; two years of crop and one of fallow, consequently small crops and very foul with all kinds
of weeds. The little experiments I have made at Sainport
of the worst land in the
during the summer, upon some
whole country,convince me thatintelligenthusbandry
would almostworkmiracles
here. I ampersuadedthat
France ought (for at least two years to come) to renounce
allidea of coloniesandcommerce.Theculture
of her
soil and the active pursuit of fisheries on her coast would,
if she were well governed, raise her to a pitch of prosperity which can hardly be conceived. Corn, winei
oil, silk,
flax, and hemp, with a sufficiencyof iron, give her the first
principles of wealth, and the genius of her people in converting the rude materials into various manufactures
would,
if well directed, accumulate again, in less than half a century, the immense property expended on the present war.
The amount will not be known until after the close of it,
but, if I judge rightly, she will be exhausted to a degree
beyondwhatwouldhavebeenconceivedtoliewithin
in
thepower of anygovernment.Constantlysuccessful
the field, she is running to ruin with a rapidity that is a s
I
yetunknown in thehistoryofhumanaffairs.Before
left Paris, Mr. Monroe called onmeandexplainedhis
conductand his views. Hebeginstofind
out that fine

.
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words are of little value, a n d ’ his letters from America
show me that something more is expected (and justly expected) there, for many violences committe’d against our
merchants. In my opinionhehastakenthewrongtone
at first, and will find much difficulty in changing it now.
T i m e mustdetermine a prettyseriousquestion
on that
subject. So far ai I am personally concerned at
least, I
have the consolation ro have made no sacrifice either of
I would have
personal or national dignity, and 1.believe
obtained everything if the American Government had refused to recall me. I rejoice that I am no longer in the
I have so long endured ; for the
pitiful situation which
rest, experience must decide, and I hope that events will
be favorable to America. At Sainport, I feel relieved and
rejoiced to be for a day without the torment
of attention
to any sort of affairs, after having been so plagued with.a
variety of them. The weather is mild to-day and threatens
for to-morrow. I must wish for soft weather, both on account ofmy gout and of my journey. Should it turn cold,
Mount Jura willprove a tough morsel. I didnotreach
Sainport. till a quarter after three; say, from Paris, five
hours and a quarter. I used to come with my own horses
easily in four hours, generally in three and a half.”
“This morning [October q t h ] I get off from Sainport
at ten minutesbefore eleven.* At Pont-sur-Yonne I am
forced to apply to the officers of justice to settle the exvery
tortion of the postilion ; and then on again through
rich but badly cultivated land, through
which the Yonne
meanders to Vallogne. Herethelandladyoftheinnis
in the style of the ancien r&ime, andevery ‘ monsieur’
she utters is worth five sous at least in the bill. Pass Dijon and arrive at Mont-sur-Vaudray, where there are
no
horses, and I must wait till others can be refreshed ; I am
obliged tosubscribe to the terms the postilionwas pleased
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Propose, although the law is in my favor ; but what sigA half-drunk
nifies the law in this country at present?
and wholly insolent postilion takes me one post, where we
rise in truth a mountain, but the road is excellent ; there
is a striking view, which to the approaching traveller
is
terribly beautiful, if he gives the rein to imagination. In
of
avalleytowardswhichhegoesarethrownaparcel
mountains,somewhatresemblingcocks
of haybut of a
mass more great as well as more solid, for they are large
and ofrock. In the midst of them, as if intended for theatrical decorations, is one on the side of which the road resembles a little ribbon, and it hangs over a vast precipice.
Both the beginning and the end are hidden, one by the
mountain itself, the other by the base of a brother-mountain which is nearer to us. After descending into the valley we turn to the left, and, having wound round’that part
which was concealed, we turn to the right, and gain that
whichwasdisclosed.
Uptheseroads
we go,drawnby
three horses, thepostilionamusinghimselfashewalks
behind the carriage, and a horse need only sheer a little
a hundred
to throw the carriage and its contents at least
fathoms upon the rocks beneath.
To show apprehension
would beonlytoexcitemirth,andinduce
him to try
projects, for I observed the fellow looking at me askance
to discover whether I am terrified, but a very severe countenance and not a word spoken induces him to take hold
of the bridle of his purteur. I t was time.”
“Arrived at Morey [October ~ g t h ]we are surrounded
by the commis of the duuane. I show my passportand,
to obviate unnecessary cavil and examination, show them
to exalso my permission from the Cornit6 de Salut Public
port four hundred Louis, telling them it would have cost
me only the trouble of asking it to export five times that
amount. This quietsalittle the bustle. The mayorarto
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rives, bringing in hishands my passport. H e observes
that it is not signed by me, and makes no mention of my
woodenleg.
I showhimtwo
or three old passports for
the interior which I had kept, and these, with the permit
of theCommittee,obviate difficulties. As we leaveLes
Rousses we ascend a little, and soon pass the dividing line
of the two nations. It is marked
berween the territories
a pigcanjumpoveranywhere.
byastonewallwhich
Shortly after we get into Switzerland, round the point of
mountain which shuts in that gap through which we descend, I perceivebefore us the Alps, and chief among
their highnesses--for they at least merit that title-Mont
Blanc, at whose foot lie the glaciers filled
with the accumulated frost of centuries.”
‘‘ Still advancing [October zoth], we see the lake of Geneva and the Pays de Vaud under our
feet; a fine coup
d’eil, but in this season it wants verdure. The Alps are
majestically grand, but they become more awful as
we descend, and thence I am led to observe that mountains, like
othergreat folks, inspire less respectwhenseenfrom
something like their own level. In my route to-day, clambering up hill, I was reminded of an expression of General
PutnamrespectingWestchesterCounty,whichhereis
literally true. ‘ Get,’ says he, ‘ upon the highest hill you
can find, andyou
will immediatelyseeanotherwhich
is higher.Thereare
hills herewhich we cannotget
upon. We reach Cow, in the neighborhood of Lausanne,
where M. Chaumont resides, this day and put up at the
hotel.”
“This morning [October zrst] at twelve set off to see
the BarondeCoppet,
aEas M. Necker.He
is abroad
and I am so pressed to remain until his return that I cannot avoid it, although I had ordered dinner at home, and
wishedformanyreasonstoreturn.
H e arrivesalittle
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while before dinner, and is truly glad to see me ; so much
more so than I can account for, that I conclude there is
something behind. Companycome
d t e r dinner. The
French affairsform, of course, the subject of conversation. H e wishes to speak to me in private, and I find that
Leray de Chaumont has been dealing with him.*
“This morning [October zsd] I have a smart touch of
the gout, in consequence of my yesterday’s walk.
Go to
dinner at Madame de
Stael’s, where I am receivedwith
as I have a villainous
great warmth-the more necessary
ague. A good appetite at dinner, but the ague comes on
very strong and then the fever, which is gentle. We have
of inmuch talk, or rather I have, for they are desirous
formation, both public and private, and I am more in cona little
dition to give it than most others. There is here
French society which live at her expense and are as gay
as circumstanceswillpermit.
The roadto her house is
uphill
andexecrable, so that I think I shallnotgo
again thither. On
my return, being much out
of sorts, I
find bed the properest place for
me, and my pillow the
fittest society.”
“Thismorning[October
q t h ] I stillsufferwiththe
gout. M. deNarbonnecomesafterdinner,but
Madame
deStael, who was expected,does not appeartilllater,
when she comes and gives me much of her history and
plans of life.”
“Leave Cour [November sth], and stop o n my way to
see Madame de Tess6, who has quarrelled with Madame
de Tat, and who complains of persecution, and in consego, with about
quence she is aboat to quit this country and
ten to twelve thousandpoundssterling,sheknowsnot
whither. Advise her to invest in the American three per
cents.”
++

Presumably in American lands.

‘
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“This evening[November 6bh] at Berne Messieurs Malet
du Pin and Mounier callupon me. I see in a den made for
the purpose one of three bears which are maintained here
at the public expense. There is a pension of 4,ooOf. Swiss,
o r 6,000f. French,appropriatedtothekeepingoffour
bears.Malet
du P i n tells me that the Austrian Cabinet
t h e war if it can
is seriously determined on continuing
be done.“
‘4 At Basle[November
11th1 I buythehorses
of M.
Diodati, and engage his coachman, who seems to be
an
M. Diodatiand go to the
excellentcreature.Dinewith
officoncert.Therearearrived
in townsomePrussian
cers, said to come for the purpose
of treating about an
exchange of prisoners.Two
deputiesareexpected,and
the idea is that a treaty of peace is in contemplation. It
ispossibleenough.Manyandmanycivilities
from M.
and Madame Diodati.”
to Hamburg wascharmMorris’sjourneyfromParis
ingly diversified by the kind receptionof old friends whom
he met in the different towns he passed through, and also
by many hospitalities shown him by strangers to whom he
had letters, who dined and wined him with almost more
liberalitythanhecared
for. The relief thatheexperiin letters to
enced at being once more free he expressed
variousfriendswrittenalongthe
way. To Mr. Isaac
Parish, of Hamburg, he wrote from Basle, November 12th :
“The arrival of a successor has at last enabled me to quit
the irksome place which I occupied, and I am now on my
way toyour city.” AndtoWilliamShort,thenat
Madrid, he wrote of the “relief it is to get awayfrom my dutiesasMinister.
T hope,”headds, “you have so much
glad at my removal
friendship for me as to be heartily
fromtheplace I latelyoccupied.
, , As tothepolitical state of France, it is externally as strong as its best

.
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friends could desire, and internally as weak as its worst
enemies could wish.”
( 4 Today,” says the diary for November ~ g t h ,
‘‘ I set off
with my own horses, which I see for the first time, having
bought them at aventure from the Comte Diodati. They
appear to be excellent, and we jog along over ’execrable
roads and I get cheated at the various inns I stop at. The
jog
best way, however, is to pay with good humor and
patiently on. The art of livingconsists, I think, in some
considerabledegreeinknowinghowto
be cheated. A t
Hirschfeld this evening, after taking tea andas I am going
to bed, I receive a message from the Landgravine and another from the Duchesse de Bouillon, her sister. It is impossible to refuse, so I embark in a voifure de la COW and
wait on the Duchess; then go to the Chateau and assist at
the soujer. Madame had known me at the Baron BesenVal’s five years ago and, hearing my name, was desirous of
seeing me. /e suis comble‘ de joZitesses of the right kind,
and am pressed to stay and dine to-morrow. The gentleof my carriage shall be
men assure me that the spring
mended in the morning. The smith of Monseigneur is to
do it. It is near twelve when I get to bed, which is not
right for a traveller.”
“The next morning I am off at ten. At Miinden [Decemberzd] I meet a young Austrian officer who dined
with me, and who is a prisoner on parole, taken at Maestricht. He tells me that the Dutch troops are detestable,
and their fortresses wholly unprovided of provisions and
military stores. At Maestricht he says there were n o casemates, and two magazines of powder were blown up by
the enemy’s bombs. H e tells me also that in the French ,
army there are a great number of very young people, and
even children of thirteen and fourteen yearsof age.”
“At Zelle, to-night [December 6th], the Hamburg ga-
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zette arrives, which announced the surrender
of Laxemb u r g t o the French. If this be true, there remains only
Mayence to be taken, and the young Republic is bounded
by theRhine.
I agreetotakeapair
of young sorrel
horses oi a man on the road, who is driving them before a
wagon ; the price, thirty-four louis dors, and he is to deMver them at Hamburg for five crowns. The firein the
kitchen of the inn where we dine to-day is the first thing
of the kind I have seen. The kitchen is in the middle of
the house, half-way between the chambers and the barns
and stables. It has a square hearth, in the middle of the
floor nearly, and without any chimney, but
a flooring directly over it all black with smoke, which is to find a way
out of the house as well as it can. Against the beams on
which thisfloor rests are suspendedbeef, pork, mutton, and
split geese, which have been pickled, and are now smokedrying.Thedinnerconsists
of apiece of themutton
stewed with turnips. One
of my servants recommends it
to me, and I find it very good. My horse-seller gives me
some white bread (the house not furnishing
any), and I
make one of the heartiest meals of my life.
The servant
who recommended it to me, however, eats still more, and
the quantity demolished between us is astonishing. What
is stili more astonishing is that the price €or both of us is
but four gros, or groschen, equal to about two sterling
groats,orsixteen sous of French money. The hayand
oats of my horses amount to eighteen-pence sterling for
four horses. This is cheap living. Last night, in conversing with my host, I find that the present war is highly unpopular in this country; that the sovereign
is much disliked, and that their connection with Great Britain
is ex..
He tellsmethatheundertremelyirksometothem.
stands an attempt is to be made to-morrow to raise recruits by force, but he thinks the people will not submit
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to it. The French cause is greatly favored. They are desirous the French should come amongthem."
in December, and the
Morris reached Hamburg early
fobwing letter to Washington, dated December 3oth, explains the reason of his presence there.
'' M Y DEARSIR: At this late hour and from this
remote corner, I a m to acknowledge your favors of the 19th
and 25th June. I didnotreplyfromParis,because
I
wished for a safe conveyance, and although none
offers
itself at present, yet I w-ill write what occurs for communication, and take a future chance of transmission. The
assurances of friendly esteem which your letters convey
are very pleasing ; but, indeed, I never doubted of the sentiments you express, and even g o so far as to flatter myself thatthemeasure
in question was notagreeableto
you. It was highly so tome,andalthough
I a m persuaded that you will believe me on my word, I will nevertheless assign some reasons why a change of situation was
desirable. And first, you will see from what is now publicly known respecting those who administer the French
despotism how painful it n ~ u s thave been to represent our
virtuous republic to such persons. I had stayed at some
risk after the 10th of August, because I thought the interests of America required it, and I did not ask my recall at a subsequentperiodbecauseitwouldnothave
been honorable to abandon a post which, if no longer unsafe,was at least unpleasant. I felt that I was useless, and,
be usefuluntilsomepermaindeed, that nobody could
nent system should be established. I'saw misery and d i c tion every day and all around me, without power to mitigate or means to relieve, and I felt myself degraded by the
communications I was forced into with the worst of mankind, in order to obtain redress for the injuries sustained
by my fellow-citizens. During that state of things I was
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grossly insulted by the arrest of a lady in my house; by
order of the Committee of General Safety. I could not resent this as I ought to have done, by quitting the country,
because a great number of our citizens were then detained
in France, with muchof their property, andI knew theviolences which those who administer the government were
capable of. Moreover, I saw with regret that the temper
of America was not such as her best citizens could have
wished, and the conduct of Britain rendered a temporizingconductwithFranceindispensable.Myrepresentations obtained a half-apology and promise of satisfaction,
but occasioned the order to solicit my recall, of which I
was apprised within four and twenty hours after it
was
given, and might easily have shown whence it originated ;
but, to tell you the truth, I was inclined to wish that I
might be removed on their appl’icafion. I reallybelieve it
was necessary to my rephtation. So long as theJ’believed
in the success of their demand, they treated my representations with indifference and contempt; but atlast, hearing
nothing from their minister on that subject, or, indeed, on
any other, they took it into their heads that I was immovable, and made overtures for conciIiation. At this time I
began to apprehend that we should be plunged into a war
withEngland,inwhichcaseitwouldhavebecomemy
duty to aid the French
as far as my abilities might go,
But as I knew their temper,I replied to the advances made
that I was not to beaffectedbysmooth
words, so that
they must begin by complying with the various demands
I had made, and show me by facts that they were
welldisposed. Shortly after this I received a volunteer letter
from the Commissary of Exterior Relations (a poor creature who scarce dared wipe his nose without an order from
the Committee of Safety), assuring me that he had transmitted my various representations to the Commissary of
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the Marine, and expected soon to give me satisfactory answers. It was written ten days before the death of RobesMr. Monroearrived. He was
pierre, shortly after which
fortunate in not reaching France at an earlier period,if for,
I n1ay judge by what fell within my observation, he would
have been a little too well with that party to be viewed in
a neutral light by their opponents. I hope he may succeed
in obtainingtheredress
of thosegrievances which our
.
countrymen labored under, but on the
~ 2 t hof October,
when I left Paris, nothing was done. I found my present
hopes, however, on Mr. Jay’s treaty, for they will now be
somewhat morecautiousrespecting
us thantheyhave
been.
In reply to whatyou say about my return to America,
I must tell you that I couId not depart in such season as
that my communications could be
of much importance ;
and .therefore, as I must have exposed
myself to the inconveniences of a winter’s passage, I deferred my voyage,
and the rather as I have some affairs in London which I
wish to mind up. I shouldhavegonethitherforthat
purpose direct, but the Flench would have harbored jealousies respecting my journey which for many
reasons I
wish not to excite ; and therefore I came round through
i n which I a m now weatherSwitzerlandtothiscity,
bound. So much for my history.
“ A s to the state of political affairs, the Polish insurrection is, as you know, completely subdued, and of course
the attention of Europe is all turned to France, which has
lately triumphed in every quarter by the extreme misconduct of her enemies. It seemsatpresentthattheyare
coming to their senses, and, if I am rightly informed, they
have at length abandoned the ideaof dismemberment and
mean to pursue simply the establishment
of the throne.
Ifthey act wisely andvigorously in thatdirection it
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seems to me that they must
succeed, for the French are
weariedandexhausted by the contest. They detest and
despise their present rulers, and,as far as I hare been able
tojudge,theyardentlydesiretherestoration
of their
Prince. You will ask, perhaps, why, then, do they not restore him ? It is because they dare not act noreven speak,
so that they do nut know each other’s opinions, and,
of
course, each individual apprehendsfrom the general mass.
Buteverythingwhichhastakenplaceleadsthem
to
look back with regret to their ancient situation. In judgi n g theFrench
we mustnotrecurtothefeelings
of
America during the last war. We were in the actual enjoyment of freedom, and fought not to obtain but to s t c w e
its blessing. The people elected their magistrates during
the continuance of the war. The property of the country
was engaged in the Revolution, and the oppressions
which
it occasioned were neither great, extensive, norof long duration. But
in France they havebeen lured by one idle
hope after another, until they are plunged in the depth of
miseryandservitude
; so much the more degrading, a5
that they cannot but despise their masters.
I have long,
you know,predicted a singledespotism,and
youhave
seen
how
near
they
have
been
to
that
catastrophe.
Chance, or rather the want of mettle in the usurper, has
alone saved them to the present moment ; but I am still
in that port,
convinced that they must end their voyage
and they would probably reach it, should they make peace
with all their foreign enemies, through the channel
of a
civil war.” “ The news from Holland,” says the diary for
January 3, 1795, “turn out, as I expected, much less unfavorable to the Allies than wasexpected.
The French,
having failed in one of their attempts to cross the W a d ,
have retired, and with considerable loss. Visit the British
Ministerandsee
Mr. Lane, who reads to me his letter
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fromBrunswickcommunicatingthedeterminationof
prussia to make peace with France.”
‘ 4 The weather [January 23d] is extremely cold ; seldom
colder, they say, inRussia.TheEmpressbyedict
has
ordered all public amusements to stop when the cold is at
seventeen degrees, because the men and horses exposed
of Holland
to the air must frequently perish. This loss
turnspeople’smindsverystronglytowards
America. I
observed this day a very strange phenomenon. The sun
shone verybright,not
a cloudtobeseen,andyetit
snowed. Several of ourconlpanyhadnoticedthesame
thing, also that it continued to snow this evening
with a
bright starlight, which I had also remarked. Many of the
guests laugh at the idea, and yet refuse togo
out and verify
it by the evidenceof their senses. I dare say thatif this were
as making
recounted anywhere else it would be considered
is greatly
use of thetraveller’sprivilege.Theweather
softened this evening, but in the two last days many persons have been frozen to death. There
is no news which
can be depended on either from France or Holland, and
the communication with Er.,gland is entirely stopped.”
“The Elbe is opened [March 11th1, though the season is
very backward, and the fleet of British frigates is arrived
at the mouth to convey the Princess of Wales t o England.
By the gazettes it would seem that the system of cruelty
is going more andmoreout of fashion in France. The
Abbe St. Albin tells me of the refusal
of the Prince of
Wales to marry unless they pay his debts, which appear
twice what he announced, and more than Pitt dare proPose to the Commons.”
‘‘We learn from France
[April rsth] that Paris is far
from quiet, and the scarcity of food becomes daily
more
sensible. Yesterday I plucked a violet on the south side’
Of a steep hill ; it is the first I have seen. I present it and
VOL.
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some other flowers to Madame de Flahaut,

who is lodg-

a2

ing at A!tona,* and write at the same time:
Kyois les primices que je viens d e cueillir ;
Depuis longtemps tu sais qu’elles te sont consacriesMes travapx et mes soins, mer jeux et mon loisir,
Ixs fleurs du printemps et les fruits de l’it6

Voila I’hiver qui vient, et d’un pas de giant,
01 le jour estsi triste et la nuit est si bonne ;
Jouissons au plus vite, jouissons, chere enfant,
Car d i j i j e me sens au milieu de l’automne.”

‘‘ It is affirmed [April ~gth], as announced by five couriers, that peaceissignedbetweenPrussiaandFrance.
Boyd tells me that Pitt had offered a subsidy to the King
of Prussia, but he knows not the conditions.”
(‘1 have company to dine [April Z I S ~ ]and am told that
the treaty between Prussia and France is published, and
that the Prussian possessions beyond the Rhine are pvoviiviremeni to remainin the hands of France. Walk and
visitMadamedeFlahaut.
M. Thouvenothastoldher
that a loan can be obtained for the young Duke
of Orleans if I will be his surety. I think over the proposition
for a day and tell Madame de Flahaut that 1 will become
surety, etc., and form a joint concern. M. Thouvenot calls
and takes notes of my proposals. The young man is disinclined to making great engagements, and I
am of his
opinion. The Princesse de Vaudemont brings the Duc de
Choiseul to dine with me. H e is just escaped from Dunkirk,whitherhehadbeencarried
by a Frenchfrigate
which had taken him on board of a British packet. Call
Altona was the most important cityof the Duchy of Holstein, and, immediately adjoining Hamburg, for commercial purposes they were a single town.
Altona passed with Holstein into the possession of Prussia in 1867. It is a
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on the Duke of Orleans, who goes off this evening on a
journeynorthward.MadamedeFlahauttellsmethat
she is informed that Paris will soon be the scene of great
commotions. By advices as late as the 27th of last month
they are reduced to four ounces
of breadperday.She
also told me last evening that Madame de Beaurepaire
was to call this morning in order to get a cap made, and
wished me to ask her and her companion, M. de Boursac,
todine,which
I agreedto,butthismorningwrotean
additional invitation :
Eh, bon jour, belle faiseuse
De romans et debonnets ;
Parfois vive et paresseuse,
Bonne et douce et sansappr6t.
Quand vous ouvrirez boutique
Soit d e modes ou d’esprit,
Vous aurez grande pratique ;
L’amour m6me me l’a dit.
I1 s’instruit de la conduite
Que vous tenez nuit et jour ;
Mais, objet de sa poursuite,
Avez-vous connu I’amour ?
C’est celui qui seul inspire
L e s douceurs du sentiment ;
Vous les savez bien Ccrire,
Je vous crois de son couvent.

Au milieu de vos travaux
Littdraires ou bonnfltaires,
Je vous fais de lourds props,
Qui ne sont que dinaiaires.
Quittez gazes et romans,
Bel esprit devenu sage ;
Menez-moi vos deux chalands
Manger mon petit potage.”
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‘6 I had been informed
[May qth] that Austria negotiated for peace, but I am told that the Emperor has made
his solemn declaration at Ratisbon in favor of the continuance of hostilities ; that the resolutionsof the Cabinet of
Vienna were to that effect. The news of a late date from
Paris is that they now think of adopting the American
Constitution and talk of Pichegru and the AbbCSiCyes
as President.Theformer
has hisheadquartersatVersailles. My landladytellsmethereis
a rumor intown
that the young King of France and his sister are escaped
from the Temple, and that it is supposed they are gone to
join Charette.”’
“ I learn from Madame de Flahaut [June st] that there
has been a riot at Parisin which the Jacobins had the advantage the zzd of May, and the Assembly the 23d was completelyvictorious. It seems that the Jacobins had forsome
time the upper hand, but were
finally crushed, and theConvention was in full train to destroy them.
Barkre & Co.
will experience the same fate. Thus the divine justice singles out its victims, and each shall perishby the other. The
famine still rages, and must, I think, destroy the Convention sooner or later, for I know not how a people are to
be restrained who are void of principle, and who perish
with hunger. M. deSepteuil calls on me thisafternoon
to settle an affair of M. d’dngivilliers, and among other
things asks me if the King did not deposit with me the
amount of the Civil List. H e understood that they were
to be transmitted by M. de Monciel. I tell him, which is
true, that I never saw them.”

Fransois Athanase Charetteof a noble family of Brittany-left France
in 1790, and joined the k n i g r e s at Coblentz The 10th of August, 1792,he
wasinParis,andattempted
to penetrateintothe Tuileries. He became a
lawless character in the insurrections which arose during March, 1793,in 1,a
Vend&, and has been called the most ferocious of all the rebel chiefs. He
was born, April 11, 1763. and died, March zg, 1796.
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During this winter, which he passed at Hamburg and
Altona,Morrisspentbothtimeandmoneyendeavori n g to alleviate the distress, and often actual want, of his
friendsamongthe
Cmkrds. Inhisletterstothemhe
encouraged, while he told them plainly what he
foresaw
in
they must endure beforeordercouldbeestablished
theircountry. To MadamedeNadaillachewrote
: “Je
suissensiblementaffect6
en mCditant sur la vicissitude
. I1 mesemblequevotre
desaffaireshumaines.
inalheureusepatriedoitsubirencore
plusieurs rkvolutions avant qu’on ne puisse compter sur un ordre quelconque.” He condoledwithheronthegreat
difficulty
to receive any remittances, but said :
there was for her
“Danscetembarras, j’ai trouvC u n petitexpddient.
La
personne qui vous remettra celle-ci, est charg6e de vous
payer en mcme temps cinquantelouis. Si la fortune vous
devient
propice,
vous
me
les
rembourserez.
Si
non,
laissez-moi la consolation de croire que j’ai pu adoucir un
instant vos malheurs. Soyez
aussi persuadke, que si mes
moyensirtaient abondants je ne me bornerais pas
2. u n ,
* Hegavetothoseamongthe
aussifaiblesecours.”
more fortunate, w h o had a little property, advice as to investments, and arranged that the interest on any
investa sure
ments he made for them should be paid to him as
means for them to receive it.
Not without, interest is the little history of the silver

. .

*TRAXSLATION.-~
feel strongly affected while meditating upon the ViCiSsitudes of human affairs.
Itappears to me that Your unfortunate
country will have to go through several other revolutions before any settled
order of things canbehoped for.
In this trouble, I have found a small expedient. The person who will deliver to you this letter will, at the same time, pay into your hands fifty louis.
If fortune smile upon you, you will return the money. If not, allow me to
treasure the consoling thought that I have alleviated your troubles for a
short period. Kindly believe that ifmy means were plentiful i should not
limit my help to so small a sum.

.

..

...
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plate of M. Ie Comte d’Angivilliers, which had been placed
under Morris’s care when the excitements
of the 10th of
August, 1792, sentthecountflyingout
of Paris. After
it became known that M. d’Angivilliers had survived the
storm and was living in Brunswick, Morris wrote him the
following letter of explanation :
I‘ I1 y a longtemps, M. le Comte, que je me suis promis
interesse.
I’honneur de vous Ccrire sur un objet qui vous
Vous savez comment votre argenterie avait C.tC sauvCe et
dCposCe chez moi. Je la gardai jusqu’autempsdemon
rappel, c’est dire,environdeux
annCes, Pendantcette
epoquejedesiraissouventen&requitte,commevous
pouvez bien vous l’imaginer. Mes gens l’avaient vu venir,
ils savaient qu’elle y restait, j’avaisgrande raison de n’avoir
pas en eux une confiance enti&re. Enfin, dans un moment
d’afun peu critique, jefis chercher quelqu’un de vos gens
faires, et j’en trouvai un qui s’appelIe, je crois, M. Armet ;
il s’btait mis alors, comme plusieurs autres, dans une place
quelconque pour se sauver la
vie. Je h i proposaide le
charger de ce depth, et il en f r h i t . S u r mes instances, il
fit deux voyages d Versailles pour prendre les ordres de
Madamed’Angivilliers, alors gardke A vue chez elle ; il
obtint difficilement uneoccasiondelui
p a r k . On vous
croyaitmort. J c luiavaisproposedefaireconvertiren
louis d‘or cette argenterie et de les prendre chez elle quand
je devrais partir. Elle Ctait remplie de crajntes, que d’horribles massacres n’ont que trop justifiCes. Elle me fit dire
d’en disposer comme je voudrais, en me priant d’employer
le produit au profit du fils deMonsieurvotrefr6re.
Je
proposai alors A ce M. Armet d e faire faire la conversion
en louis et de les prendre chez lui, mais
il me repondit qu’il
y allait de sa vie. Alors je me dCcidai A le garder encore
aussilongtempsque possible. Quandje reGus lesnouvelles de mon rappel, ne pouvant
plus m’adresser A Ma-
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dame d’Angivilliers, qui avait dCfendu qu’on h i padfit de
rien, de peur d’btre compromise, j’en fis la vente au prix
courant du jour, qui Ctait desoixanteetseizelivres
la
marc ; iI y e n avnit 6 2 2 , et, par consequent, le produit en
etait de 47,272 livres. I1 n’y avait point alors de change
avec l’ktranger, toute operation de cette
esphce Ctantdefendue sous.peine de mort. J e fis donc des arrangements
pour que cette somme ffit payCe d Londres sur le taux de
la valeur du louis d’or, en prenant d‘abord cette valeur en
assignats et ensuite en argent sterling.
L a valeur d’alors
en assignats Ctait de 60 livres la piece, et, par consCquent,
i1 vous en revient la valeur de
788 louisd’or en argent
sterling.
“Avant de savoir que vousexistiezencore,monprojet etaitdeplacercettesommedanslesfondspublics
des $ t a t s u n i s dAmCrique,au nom deMonsieurvotre
neveu, dans ce que nous appellons la dette diffkrCe, c’est
h dire, une crCance dont les intCrbts ne commenceront A
courir qu’a la fin du sihcle oh nous sommes, et qui, par
consCquent, se vend d’autant meilleur march6 qu’ellene
donne aucune rente, A prCsent, je n’ai qu’d me confirmer
d vos ordres.” *

* TRANSLATION.”It is a long time, M.le Comte, since I promised myself the honor of writing concerning something ofinterest toyou. You know
how your silver plate was saved and deposited at my house, I kept it until I
W a s recalled by my government about two years ago. During that period you
may imagine how often I wished to be relieved of the trust. My servants had
Seen theplate brought in, they knew that it was stiIl in the house, and I had
many reasons not to trust them implicitly. Finally, at a somewhat critical
time, I Sent for one of your men of business, called, I think, M. Armet : he
W a s occupying then, so as to save his life, some kind of public office. I prcPosed to him to take charge of the deposit, but he shuddered at the idea.
my entreaties he made two trips to Versailles to receive the orders
Of Madame d’Angivilliers, at that time kept under surveillance in her own
house ; he managed with great difficulty to have a talk with her. They all
thoughtYOU dead, so I suggested that the plate be melted and transformed
into 1Ouiscor, which she could take care of herself when 1 should leave. She
w8s filled With fears, which the horrible massacres havesincebut
too
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The diary records the settlement of this affair on June
5th. "This morning I settle with M. Septeuil for M. d'Angivilliers's plate. By the gazettesof Leyden i t appears that
thequestionbetweentheJacobinsandtheConvention
of
was long in contestbeforethecompletesuperiority
the former was ascertained. But a further struggle may
yet take place, though perhaps under a diffefent banner.
The destruction of those who meditated a new revolution
will havechecked for a timethespirit of insurrection,but
I know not any means to repress a peoplew-110 are perishi n g with hunger. It was easy to foreseewhathashappened, and thus, as I think, little difficulty in finishing the
gloomy picture for months to come. Let little politicians
play over as they please their peddling parts,
a strong chain
of events binds them fast to their fate, and then strong,
manly sense will appear, as it ought, superior to fleeting
incident,avouchedbytruthandwarrantedbyexperience."
On June Sth,andjustbeforeleavingAltona,Morris
strongly justified. She sent word to me to dispose of the plate as I thought
best, and to use the money for the benefit of your brother's son. I then proconversion into louis d'or
posed to M. Armet thatheshouldhavethe
made,and take the money in his charge. But he answered that i t might
cost him his life. Then I decided to keepitaslong
as I could. When I
recerved notice of my recall, unabletoapply
to Madame d'Angivilliers,
who had forbidden the subject
to be mentioned to her, for fear of being
the day, which was
compromised, I sold the whole at the market rate of
seventy-six livres permarc, so thatthetotalamount
was 47,272 livres.
There was atthe time no money exchange with foreign countries,all
operations of the kind being forbidden under penalty of death. So I had
to make arrangements to have the sum paid in London, at the market value
of the louis d'or,taking it first in assignatsandthen
in sterling money.
In assignats the value was sixty livres per louis, and you are entitled thus
tothe equivalent of 788 louis d'or in sterling money. Before learning
that you were still alive, my plan was to invest that sum in the public funds
of the United Statesof America, in what we call the deferred debt,so designated because it will only bear interest at the end of the present century;
it sells cheaper, as it brings in no revenue. For the present I have nothing
left to do but to execute your orders.

-
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wrote to Washington and informed him
of his intended
departure for London. ‘(I shall,” he said, “ take the libertyofwriting to you from that cityon the state of things as
they shall appear. I can say nothing better on the peace
with Prussia than what a French valet de chambre wrote
‘ It was necesfrom Paris to his master in this country.
sary that His Prussian Majesty should make haste to save
our dignity, for in three months we should have been
on
our knees to beg peace from the Allies on any terms they
of the
mightprescribe.’I
long sincegaveyouanidea
Cabinet in that country. I omitted, perhaps, the word corruption, and if so youmay write it in capitals. But the
half-way talents of Prince Henry may
beconsideredas
one cause of that measure, which will, I think, tend in its
consequencestomeltdownthecolossusraised
by the
as a ruined country,
great Frederick. I consider Holland
more especially if the war should continue for two years
longer, and Britain will suck up that commerce which formerlyflowed through so many channels to Amsterdam.
It seemsprobable,also,thatthewar
will erelongbe
felt in this quarter of Europe. But I suspend all further
observations for the present, and the rather as
I am returned from a tour through this Duchy and am packing
up for my departure.”
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CHAPTER XXXI.
M o m s goes to England.Account
of the voyage from Hamburg. The
Thames scenery. Mr. Piackney. Count Woronzow. M. d e MOWtier. Dinner
at
the
Marquis
de
Spinola’s. Conversation
with
on the p d of
Lord Grenville. H e apprehendsabaddisposition
theAmerican Government. Moms asks to bepresented a t Court.
TheDuke
of Queensberry. Mademoiselle
Faniani.
Conversation
of Francedraftedby
withMoustier.ManifestobythenewKing
Morris. RiotsinLondon.Dines
with Pitt.LordGrenvilleand
Chatham. Long interviewwithPitt.

N the 7th of June Morris left Altona early in the
morning,and,as
soon asthegateswereopened,

0

entered Hamburg to embark for London.
“We got under way this morning at six,” he says, “ but
are obliged to come to an anchor
below Altona from the
Monday. OnTuesday
want of wind. Startagainon
the current is so strong we cannot make head against it,
and we anchor. On Thursday the morning is very hazy.
We tacked last night at
twelve, and continued with our
larboard tacks aboard till seven. We cast over a troll net
andlay to. Laterthe windcomesmore
round to the
northward, andwe get up the net, inwhich we have a good
many fish. On Friday, June Izth, we are directly before
the wind since midnight with a pretty rough sen, s o that
theshiprollsconsiderably.Earlythisevening
we see
Lomestoft, and come to anchor about ten under the lee
of OrfordnessinHorsleyBay;thewindfresh,andthe
weather cold. I remark that in the Elbe a great portion
of the shipping is American, We come through a fleet of
colliers at anchor.”

*
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“We heave our anchor this morning [June ~gth], with
a smartgalefromthenortheast.GetintotheDowns
about eight o’clock, where there is a fleet of eight sail of
the line, besides frigates and many merchant-vessels, The
wind continues to blow hard, and, the tide being with us,
we run u p rapidly. At length we are obliged, to come to
a reach of the river which brought the
with the ebb in
wind toomuch.onourstarboard
bow. Gettingunderway again we are moored opposite to the Tower at eight
o’clock. The sides of the river are beautiful beyond all
description, andextremely well worth seeing. Ineffect,
this voyage from Hamburg is one of the most agreeable
which canbemadein
fine weather, but we haveit ex.
tremely cold.”
“This morning [June 14thl 1 g o on shore and take up
my quarters at the Great Hotel, Covent Garden. In the
course of the day I learn that Mr. Pinckney is gone to
Spain andhastakenhischildrentoParis,which
is, I
think,ill-judged, andmustexcitethejealousy
of this
Court. The British are taking ourprovision-vessels bound
to France, which excites an apprehension that the treaty
may notbeconfirmed in America. I presumeit will be
confirmed by a feeble majority, but itwill, I imagine, hang
about Mr. Jay’s neck like a millstone in his political voyages; the more
so as I see, (I think)fromconversation
with Mr. Dnys, Mr. Pinckney’s secretary, that he is not at
all satisfied. I explainto Mr. Daysalittlethesituation
of France, and express my apprehension that
Mr. Pinckney’s conduct may be disagreeable to this Court. H e says
that he thinks not, but that Mr. Pinckney’s attachment to
theFrenchRevolution
is notunknowntothem.The
Chevalier de Graavecalls, and gives mea convincing proof
of the misconduct of M. de Monciel to me.”
“Call [June Z I S ~ ] at Count Woronzow’s,who receives

.
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me withopen arms. Wehavemuchconversation.

He
shows me a letter from the Russian Minister at Copenhagen to him, and his consequent application to Lord Grenville. I t seems that the stoppage of Danish vessels laden
withgrain will be compromised,anditseemsthatthe
Danish Minister, Berenstoff, ‘disapproves highly
the conduct of Sweden in regard to France. He gives me some
additional proofs that the latter power has no more money
left. Respecting Prussia, he seems decided that it
ought
to be added to Poland, and that Austria ought to recover
Silesia and be permitted to possessherself of Bavaria;
buthe seems tothinkthatBritainoughtnot
to have
Flanders. He wishesmetoseeLordGrenville,and
I
tell him that if his lordship wishes it I will see him. H e
thinks I ought to go to Courtas being a public man, and
thatotherwiseitwouldlooklikehostility.
H e wishes I
could replace Mr. Pinckney, whom he speaks of as a Jacowas prudent enough to conceal his
&n, and adds that he
sentiments,whereasthepersonhehasleftbehindhim
speaks out openly. He also expresses a wish and a hope
I tell
that I maybe appointedMinistertothisCourt.
him that it is my wish to pass my days in the tranquillity
of private life. H e tellsmethattheFrenchhavecorrupted the southern part of America.”
‘$Dine [June qth] at Mr. Boyd’s in the country, where
I‘see the Marquis de Spinola, an able man, formerly one
of my diplomatic brethren in France. He tells m e that he
has been employed here very assiduously in trying to prevent the government of this country from ruining their
own affairs in his country-Genoa; that the bane
of parliamentary influence forces them to the nomination of improper men, of which he gives me some striking instances.
Indeed, thisevil runs through the
whole contextureof their
civil and military life, so that if, on the one hand, it secures
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the domestic freedom and prosperityof the country (which
seems, by theby, to be questioned) it does certainly, on the
other, diminish its exterior influence, splendor, and even
its security. There is nothing perfect in this
world, and
we must thereforetakethings
as wefind them. I find
that Mr. Jay wasuniversallylikedhere,andthat
Mr.
Pinckney is not approved of among the government people. The news in town fromtheWestIndiesarebad,
and Admiral Cornwallis has been driven into port by
a
French fleet. Qu.: WhetherAdmiralLordBridporthas
not a chance of falling in with them, for in that
case he
wiil probably obtain, with superior force, equipment, and
skill, a decided as well as an easy victory.”
(‘Dine withCountWoronzow[June
27th]. M. de
Spinola dines with us, and Mr. Burgess, Under-Secretary
forForeign Affairs, whohastheAmericandepartment.
I have a long conversation with him after dinner, and he
repeatedlyexpresseshis
wish that I would see Lo&+..
Grenville. I tell him that if his lordship wishes it I will ‘
wait uponhim.
I tellhimtheapprehensionsexpressed
to me by men in the city respecting the capture
of our
provision-vessels (by the by, Hankeymentioneditthis
morning in termstoostrongtoberepeated).He
tells
me that those apprehensions have been excited by
Mr.
Deas, and from the tenor of his conversation on that chapter 1 see clearly that this Government are
by no means
satisfied with the present m’ission. I say all I can consistently tosmooth difficulties. AdmiralLordBridporthas
fallen in with the French fleet and driven them into Port
L’orient, after taking three ships of the line. H e remains
at sea, where he rides triumphant, and,of course, has many
naval means of facilitating the debarkation of the troops
destined to act in that quarter.”
“This morning [June zgth] the Comte de Moustier calls
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on me,and we have a long conversation. He is working
to place himself as one of the new King of France’s ministers, if I can judge of his views by his conversation.
He
tells me that the King will be well disposed to conciliate
with all parties. I mention the Duke of Orleans, but he
thinks that may encounter some difficulties. While he is
here, Mr. Burgess comes in. H e gives me a rendezvous a t
of ci-devant
Lord Grenville’s, and descants on the rights
Monsieur to be acknowledged as King of France, whence
I conjecturethattheadministrationhereleantothat
idea. While he is here Mr. Beckfordcomes in, andhe,
having an estate in Jamaica, sees the necessity
of being
well with America, as their granary and natural protector.
Go after dinner to the Marquis deSpinola’s. The conversation here, where our company consists of aristocrats of
the first feather,turnsonFrench
affairs, Theyat first
agreethatunionamongtheFrench
is necessary,but,
when they come to particulars, they fly off and are mad.
Madame Spinola would send the Duke
of Orleans to Siberia.Anabbe,
a young man,talksmuch,and
loud, to
show his esprit, and, to hear them, one would suppose that
they were quite at their ease inapetit souper de Paris. Our
little abbe tells us that the leaders of the French, finding
how strong is the disposition of the people towards monarchy, will place the Duke of Orleans on the throne, and
he, finding it impossible to gain the good opinion of the
I ask him
gentlemen of France,must at lengthaccept.
if it be wise to place him in that predicament
; he says,
his
whether wise or not, the Kingwill not be able to prevent
followers from insulting him. There is, I fear, too much
truth inthis. His connection with Montesquiou is mentioned as a sad blot on his escutcheon. Yet Montesquiou
(whatever may be his heart) is certainly one of their best
heads, and they have not too many people of understand-
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ingamongthem.Burgessspoke
of themthismorning
with muchcontempt,and,indeed,theirconductisnot
calculated to inspire respect.
.”6
de Puisignieu calls upon me and enters into a long
conversation on hisaffairs and those of his country, H e
tells me that the Comte d’drtois is much changed. He is
grown wiser by adversity and more moderate in his opinions. H e is going to La Vendte, and Puisignieu is going
with him-but this is a secret.”
“Go t o C o u n t y r o n z o w ’ s [ J u n e ~ o t h ] , whotells me
he has seen Burgess, who is delighted at the conversation
which he had with me. I suppose it was the last, because
in that I merely assented to his ideas. The Count desires
me to call on him
to-morrow, when he will showme a
despatch to his Court on the subject of an acknowledgmentbythisgovernment
of the French King. H e says
the ministers are strongly inclined to it, hut fear theeffect
of that measure in the country.”
“ G o to Count Woronzow’s [July IS^], who shows me a
despatch to his C&rt containing the argument he used
to Lord Grenville to persuade to an acknowledgment
of
the new King of France ; his lordship’s reply ; the plans
in contemplation, etc. H e is convinced that if Spain and
Austria be not soon bound down by a recognitioh
of the
I
new King, they will make peace with the Convention.
believe he is right. H e gives me somelight as tothis
Cabinet, and by his account Lord Grenville is the strong
est man in it, Dine
at the Piazza and then come home,
take tea, and read the newspapers”
“This morning [July zd], at eleven, wait by appointment onLordGrenville,andstaytillhalf-past
twelve.
We have n long conversation on general politics, the line
to be adopted by Great Britainin the present moment,
and the ruin of acknowledging the French King. I men-
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tion the acquisition of Flanders by this 'country, and the
advantagesto be expectedfrom it. Hislordshipseems
my opinion of
veryattentivetothis
idea. I tellhim
Prussia and the relations in which it stands to this country,inwhich heseems toagree.
I statetohimwhat
I
conceive as practicable respecting Austria and Russia in
the present moment, and show him how far it would affect
France by pushing the King of Prussia to extremity ; this
also strikes himforcibly.
I state the various advantages
which might result from acknowledging the French King:
the treaties which might be formed with
him, the dilTerence between appearing as auxiliaries and invaders, etc.
State to him, further, the necessity of a moderate line of
conduct on the part
of the new King, so as to lessen, if
notdestroy,opposition
to him. Touchonthemeans
of
keeping Spain, etc., steady. Observe to him that Sardinia
must ever be the ally of France and the enemyof Austria.
All this makes an impression. I notice the state of Italy
and the utter indifference to Great Britain whether that
or put on
country continue in its present political form
anyother.He
wishes to know thestate of France. I
observe to him that half a dozen different people going
through that country will give each a different account of
it, and that he can, in his cabinet, form a better opinion
on principles which I explain, and then add correspondent
information. I take up what might be the feelings of the
country on the step proposed, and cite the conduct
of Queen
Elizabeth as an authority which they mould be little inclined to question,whatever may beitsintrinsicmerit.
Having gone far into thataffair, I then mention, as a business which I have no right to meddle in but which, from its
importance, presses itself upon me-the taking of ourships
and the ill blood which might thereby be excited; how
useful it would be to give immediate relief; the very bad
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consequences of delay to the party interested and its resultingeffectsonnational feelings. He says he believes
everything is done which can be done to give despatch,
general assurances-and wasinclined to think the price
allowed wouldrenderthecapturerather’usefulthan
injurious to the owners. He then mentions a declaration
by Mr. Innis to the Governor of Kentucky, that the influ.
ence of the British Cabinet has been used to prevent our
success in negotiation for the free use of the Mississippi,
and how injurious this is, as they are really desirous we
shouldhave it. H e apprehendsthattheAmericanGovas
ernmentarenot so well disposedtowardsGreatBritain
he had been led
to imagine. I say everything which appears to me proper for removing that impression, andsuggest a confidential application by the British minister. He
states the danger of publicity from the nature of o u r government, and its consequent effects, on which I suggest a
verbal communication to the President ; to this also he is
disinclined, as not coinciding with their habitsof business,
but wishes I would write a private letter on the subject,
which I promise. At coming away he expresses the wish
to see me again before I leave town ; also that Mr. Pitt
wishes to see me. I will waitonthem,
etc.-and
then
recollect the being presented to His Majesty, which I will
ask on the ground of respect, but would rather avoid, unless his lordship should think it
would be taken ill. H e
says that, considering the place I have filled, he thinks it
would be most proper; upon which I desire him to present me, and to let me know the time and place,
etc. I
call (at his request) on Mr. Windham. H e is just going to
Court, is under restraint, wishes to commence an interesting .conversation which there is no time t o pursue, so I
avoid it and leavehim.Dine
at M. d e Ciricello’s, the
Neapolitanminister.
TheDucd’Harcourt,who
is here,
VOL. IL-?

0

98

e

DIARY AND LETTERS OF

[CHAP. XXHI.

speaks to me, first respecting the Duke of Orleans, and
afterwards generally on French affairs. H e has much the
I recommend on
idea of re-establishing the parlements.
the part of the new King such general declarations aswill
bindhimdown
to nothing except a general oblivion of
the past, with very few exceptions. Try to convince him
that re-establishing the parlements will be in the first instance attended with much
difficulty on the part of the
people, and in the second will occasion much opposition
by them to his measures.”
“ I visit Mr. Burgess [July 3d] at the Secretary’s office,
and,speaking of whatLordGrenvillehad
said yesterday
respecting the spirit of our Government, from what Mr.
Innis had said to the Governor of Kentucky, he tells me
that he thinks much stronger groundis given by Mr. Randolph, the Secretary of State, in his intercourse with Mr.
Hammond, to whom he had refused a sight of the treaty,
and to whom he holds the same or even severer language
than before. I tellhim of Mr. Jay’sarrival,whichhe
is
much rejoiced at.”
to
Onthe 3d of JulyMorriswroteaprivateletter
Washington, and enclosing it to Lord Grenville requested
“thathe wouldbe
so kind as tonoteanythingthat
to Washmightappearinaccurateinit.”Inthisletter
ington he begged to suggest that it seemed
“ most conof
sistent,notonly
with theprudencebutthedignity
Government, to prevent as muchas possible thesehot
speeches, lest we should fall into the state described by
Butler :
When hard words, jealousies, and fears,
Set folks together by the ears.

‘‘ His lordship was particular in mentioning that these
things do notexciteirritation,butapprehension.This
distinctionconsistswith
His Majesty’sdignity, butthe
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ultimate object is the same, since either must lead to disagreeableconsequences.
Now there is everyreason to
believe that the governments mean well and fairly to each
other ; it would therefore be particularly unfortunate. that
misunderstandings should arise, especially at the present
moment, and on ground the most foreign to your temper
and disposition.”
“To-day [Jdy 4th] I go to MadamedeTremouille’s,
for, a long visit. The
and make her, what she had asked
Duke of Queensberry, who comes in while I am there, desires Mademoiselle Faniani to invite me to dine with the
Duchess de la Tremouille at his house, which
I cannot do.
is an extraordinary person.
ThisMademoiselleFaniani
She bears the nameof the husband of her mother. George
Selwyn, of famous memory, left her his fortune in the persuasion that she was his child, and the Duke of Queensberry looks upon her as the issue of his loins, treats her
with the tenderness of a parent, and will, it is supposed,
bequeath a great part of his fortune to her. Scandal,
in
the mean time, says that she is already a mother by unknown aid. She has fine eyes and an intelligent countenance. Dine at the Piazzacoffee-house with a host of
Americans to celebrate this day, but
I leave them early,
very early. Mr. Mitchell, of Philadelphia, who sat near me
at dinner, tells me that the ministry here are very fair in
their conduct respecting the vessels lately taken with prowill be much
visions on board, and acknowledges that it
is concerned
better for him that all others in which he
should also be taken.”
[July sth]. M. de
“ T h e weather isfinethismorning
Bonnet calls upon me, and sits a long time. He urges me
to prepare a manifesto for the new Kingof France, which
I decline, but he returns so often to the charge that
I
Promise at last to write something,if my time will permit.
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Hence to dinner with M. de’Spinola. The Baron de Bre‘teuil is here, and takes possession of me in the afternoon.
Spiaola tells me that the British ministry will probably
:xknowledge the French King; also that a good proclamation will be made as soon as they get footing in La VendCe.”
“ I sit down [July 7th] to write, but O’Connel comes in,
so
and is desirous of information respecting France, and
solicitous to obtain my sentiments as to future conduct,
and my opinions of the success, that I am obliged to give
himsometime,which I very much regret. He has just
left me, when the Chevalier de Graave comes in, and quite
wearies ‘me andalmost vexes me. Having been one of
the minist~esephhzkres of the unfortunate Louis Seize, he
talks of having enjoyed His Majesty’s confidence, etc., as
if he had really been an efficient Cabinet Minister. And
to the throne !
then hiswild ideas respecting the succession
H e is truly a bore.”
“This morning [July Sth], dress and go to Lord Grentrille’s. H e is notdisengagedtillafter
two, when we go
to Court, and the levee is over. H e makes apologies, but
I desire him to mention simply to the King my appointment, which answers all my views. I give him a sketch of
what I hadpreparedfortheFrench
King. Go from St.
James’s to Sir John Sinclair’s, and then to Count Woronzow’s. He tells me that Lord Macartney
is to go to the
new King as the confidential agentof this Court. I reconlmend stronglyKosciusko to the Russian Court
if they
would use Poland against Prussia, esp‘ecially if they mean
to give some executable formof government to that country. I tellhim, fromsomeexpressionswhichdropped
from Lord Grenville, I think they mean to acknowledge
the King of France.”
“ The Comte de Moustier calls
on me. Says he was long
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in connection with Windham, the Minister at War, and had
urged him lately to see and consult me. H e says Mr. Pitt
has consigned over the affairs of La VendPe to Mr. Windham. H e (Moustier) has sundry plans respecting France,
but French liberty does not enter into them.
I go to the
Secretary’s office, and am detained some time before I can
will remain
see
Mr.
Burgess. He tellsmethatBond
chargb d’affaires till a minister can be found : ‘ A thing,’
says he, ‘very difficult ; we have not the men in thiscountry.’ I teilhimtheymayperhaps
findtwomen
if not
one, and recommend a man of social temper for the chief.
This, however, is all, on my part, with the utmost deferpolience, etc. Weconverse a littleontheirEuropean
tics, and especially the King of Prussia, to whom we are
ledby themention of LordMalmesbury.
He says that,
previous to theBritish subsidy, heknewtheKing
of
PrussiahadreceivedtwomillionssterlingfromFrance
to betray the coalized powers previous to the subsidiary
treatymadewith thiscountry.Notbeingabletoprove
the fact, nobody would believe him, and so Lord Malmesbury went forward and was the dupe.
H e says the HanI
overian Regency are not Jacobins, but worse-ilZumids.
tell him they are Prussian, and if the Prussian Court be
not otherwiseemployed
they will soonstealHanover.
He is of thesame opinion. I go toPutney,anddine
withMr. and Mrs. John B. Church. There is a party of
English Jacobins,whoarereally
insufferable. Iftheir
conduct may be estimated by their conversation, they will
I do not woncertainly be compromised to the extreme.
der that Mr. Pinckney should have given offence by keeping such company.”
“ To-day[July
r ~ t h ]I call on Count Woronzow, and
show him a draft of a manifestobythenewKing
o€
France, which I gave to Lord Grenville last Wednesday,
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his wish that it may arrivein season. CountWoronzowis
wellpleasedwith
Duc d’Harcourtshouldgivemoney
it,andthinksthe
to the person whowill carry it to the
King. I tell him
that is a matter to be settled among them. He gives
me
an account of the strange levity and wild negotiations of
the Cornte d’Artois ; the pitiful folly of a M. Serenne to
whom he giveshis confidence. He fearsthat,whenarrived inLaVend&he
will surround himself bysuch
pelits muttyes, anddisgustthechiefswho
have acquired
theconfidence of thepeopleinthatquarter;namely,
Puisaye,
Labourdonnaye,
Charette,
Stoflet, etc., and
wishes me to caution some of his eatours. I tell him that
to
would havenoothereffectthantoleadthepersons
whom I may give such caution into a communication
of
it to all thosewho are about the Prince, and
by that means
more effectually produce the mischief we mean to avoid.”
c‘ The people in this town seem [July ~ q t h very
]
riotous,
The scarcity and dearness of bread is a principal cause of
this disposition, fomenteddoubtless by designing men.
Thisnecessaryarticlehasrisentodoubletheformer
price, and wheat was this day, I understand, so high that
fifty per cent. of that former price is to be added. It has
sold as high as As per quarter, or 12s. 6d per bushel. Go
to dineat Mr. Pitt’s. Wesitdown six. LordGrenville,
Chatham, and another come later. The rule is established
for six precisely,which is right, I think. The wines
are
good, and the conversation flippant. After dinner
I have
some further conversation with Lord Grenville, and mention par hasard M. de Boursac, my companion in a tour
through Holstein-his poverty, among other things-and
he says the means of joining the army shall be supplied.
We agree that I shall give him (if still at Altona) a credit
on my banker for LIOO.
H e says he has taken the lib-

and which he has returned with
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ertytogiveLordMacartney
a copy of the manifesto
I do not, of course, dislvhich I had showed him, which
approve of. Indeed,Iknewit
before. I amtosee Mr.
Pitttomorrow.Themobbrokehis
windowsyesterday
and are rioting in Moorfield this evening.”
Enclosing an order on Messrs. Parish h Co.,Hamburg,.
for one hundred pounds sterling, Mr. Morris sent the following letter to the Vicomte de Boursac:
‘‘ Danslescirconstancesactuelles,monsieur,vous
desirez certainement vous rapprocher de votre
chef. 11 est
possible que vous manquiez de moyens pecuniaires, et la
pas d’obligalettreci-jointe vous en fournira. Ne parlez
tions. Souvenez-voustoujoursdenqsconversations,et
tachez de faire comprendre A tout le monde combien il est
essentiel de pardonner, d’oublier le
passd, en n e pensant
qu’A l’avenir. Les dispositions ici sontexcellentes.
11s
veulent franchement rktablir la France, mais
ils ne veulent pas verser le sang et les tresors de l’dngleterre pour
assouvir des vengeancesparticulihres.
11s sontdansce
que j’appelle les bons principes,
et je me trompe fort ou
le nouveau roi se dbclarera ouvertement pour la moderation et pour la conciliation.”
“This morning [July rgth], a t ten, I visitMr. Pitt.I
tell him that as I presume Lord Grenville has given him
thepurport of our conversation it will be best that he
should ask me questions. H e does so, and I reply to

*

TRANSLATION.”In the present circumstances, sir, you evidently desire
tobe nearer your chief. It may be that the pecuniary means fail to make
that possible. The enclosed letter will supply you with what you want. Do
not speak of obligations. Only remember our conversations, and try to make
everyone understand how necessary it is to forgive, and to forget the past,
thinking only of the future. The disposition here is excellent. They wish
honestly to re-establish France. but they refuse to pour out the blood and
the treasures of England to satisfyprivate revenges. They hold what I
would call good principles, and I should be much mistaken if the new king
did not declare himself to be for moderation and conciliation.
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them. Our interview is long, and he is much satisfied with
it. I recommend earnestly sending some man to the Comte
Ask the
d’Artois to keep him from doing foolish things.
to pay
parole of Piquet’s sons,which hepromises,and
them fifty pounds apiece. H e asks me my ideas respecting a future constitution for France, which I avoid giving
asmuch as possible. Somepoints,however,
we examined.”

,
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CHAPTER XXXTI.
Morris makesajourneythroughpart

of England.Portsmouth.Plymouth.Charmedwiththebeauties
of England. Visit toBlenheim.
L a d y Sutherland.Back
in London.Letter
to Washington. Mr.
J a f s treaty.
Journey
through
England andScotland.Letterto
LadySutherland.PicturesatBurleigh
House. Edinburgh.Dines
by the Duke and Duchess of Attlol.
with friends. Pleasant reception
Taymouth-LordBreaddbane’s
place. Entertained by theDuke of
Argyll. LochLomond.Conversation
with theDuke of Montrose.
Glasgow. The English lake region. The Bishop of L l a n d d ,

LTHOUGH Morris had spent many monthsin England,hisknowledge
of thecountrydistrictswas
mostly confined to that portion through which he passed
on thejourneyfromthechanneltoLondon.InJuly,
therefore, he determined ’to see the provinces, “ s o as to
judge for myself of the condition of things,” he wrote to
Washington.From
his carriage as hedrovealong
he
carefully examined the soil, made conjectures as to what
would be the best fertilizers to use, and what interest the
land couldbemadetoyield
on thecapital employed.
Meanwhile a beautiful view never escaped his attention,
andhis diarycontainsthe
most minutedescriptions of
He particularly
all he saw during his entirejourney.
expressed surprise at the meagre forests between London
is,” he says, “ i f treesbe conandPortsmouth,“That
sidered asanessentialingredienttothemaking
of a
forest.”InEngland,asintravellingontheContinent,
to anMorris found himselfpassed on from one friend
other, and a pleasant welcome always ready for him when
time and inclination favored his partakingof it.

A
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ComingintoPortsmouthhe
was immediatelytaken
possession of by General Cuyler, who did the honors
of
the navyyardtherestationed,andputMorrisinthe
way to see the sights,includingtheFrenchprizesjust
arrived at Spithead. ‘ I We go on boardtheTigre,one
of the late prizes, an eighty-gun ship, very fine, but dirty
as yet, and much cut to pieces. A furnace is still standing on board to heat the shot ; but this is a bad business
a t sea, as is proved by the event. She is much cut by the
shot, and lost in the actionone-half of her men, killeh and
wounded. From this ship we g o to theCommercede
Toulon. She istwenty-five
Marseilles, a shiptakenat
feet longer than the Queen Charlotte, one of the largest
ships in the
BritishNavy,andmeasuresnear
five hunis twohundred
dredtons more. Onhergundeckshe
and eight feet long. H e r lower deck contains thirty-four
thirty-two pounders, and her upper deck the same number of eighteens ; the other twenty-six guns are twelve
on the quarter-deck and forecastle. The
officers say that
this ship works as
well as a frigate and sails very fast.
She is hogged, but her proportions are perfect and she
is
one of the handsomest ships imaginable. There is a company of beautiful women on board, but 1,cannot stay with
of
them. DinewithSirWilliamPitt,theGovernor
Portsmouth,where I meetLordBuckingham,whois
a
sensible
man.
H e hadmadeup
a party for metomorrow to visit Sir Peter Parker, the Port
Admiral, but
I declineitasmytime
is short.”LeavingPortsmouth,
July 21st, thetravellerdrove“over
hillydown
and
heath, on roads that are as fine as it is possible to imagine them,” to the beautiful valley in which stands
Salisbury. “ASsoon as we alight,” he says, “ I go to see the
cathedral,which is byfarthelightestandhandsomest
I ever saw.’’ Thenext
morning, on
Gothicbuilding
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againoverthe
downs, “allalongthetumuli
(Anglici.,
barrows)which
showthe conflicts of theolden times,
The view from the downs is fine, and especially in the
present moment, as there is a large fleet at anchor in the
bay.” The next stopping-place to which he journeyedwas
Exeter,through a “country finelyvaried withhilland
of sheepscattered
dale, the valleysveryfertile,flocks
over theheath,thehillscultivatedalmost
to the top;
the whole scene so completely green that, indeed, there
are hardly fallows enough to create the needful variety.”
He arrived, July zgth, at Plymouth : “ A town of miseraof them
bly narrow streets ; there is not room in many
I go onto
my brother’s
for
two
carriages
abreast.
quarters at Roxborough Camp. Walk
with Mrs. Morris,
I go withMrs.
and then return t o dinner. After dinner
Morris to a tea-party atColonelBastard’stent,where
there is good company and sociability. The place leads to
conviviality.”
throw off that English coldness which checks
‘(Mrs. Morris takes me [July z7th] to the Government
House to be presented to General and Lady Lenox, and
I g o with General Morris to dine with the Duke of Beaufort. We go this evening to a ball at Camp, where there
are some handsome girls, but
all dressed in a very indeis imicent dress which they call the Grecian, and which
tatedfromverylooseParisian
models. We hear of the
total defeat of the emigrants landed at Quiberon.”*
“ W e dine to-day [July zgth] withGeneralGranville,
who accompanied the Duke of York on histravels as a
kind of Mentor. There is a paragraph in an Opposition
paper, the Star, whichmentions war by Russia against
Prussia.”
* A n English expedition had been despatched to Brittany with a band of
to aid the royalists, but an attempted descent from Quiberon Bay,

2mi&s

July

15-w

1795,proved a failure.
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“ Lord George Lenox and his family dine with us [July
srst], and we hear that the sailing of the Aeet destined for
the French coast is countermanded.”
“We were to havehad to-day [August Ist] a grand fieldday, with a mock battle, had the weather been good, but
it is verybad, high wind and much rain, which renders
that plan abortive ; but still we pursue another, whichis to
assist at a ball and supper given by Mrs. Bastard. In the
morning Mrs. Morris urged me to give her a copy of some
verses I had written many years ago, but instead of them
I wrote some on the present occasion, which are very indifferent.

’Twas fix’d this day, had it been fair,
T o imitate the pomp of war.
When first stretched out in order due,
Oppostd corps should meet the view,
Till this advancing, that should yield,
Reluctant, the contested field.
But nature, wearied with the jar
And ravages of real war,
Frowns and denies a solar ray
To decorate this dreary day.
She bids the growling tempest roar
And drenching rains incessantpour,
A s if with elemental strife
She wept f k e woes of h m a n Zife.
Again ’twas fix‘d, the battle o’er,
To bend before another power ;
Returning from a mimicfight
To pass in real joy the night :
To see, but not in hostile line,
T h e British fair resplendent shine
And, winding thro’ thedance’s maze,
Shed all around love’s genial rays.
I hop’d the general bliss to share,
And, while I watch’d the tender care

GOUVERNEUR MORRIS.
Which beauty, mirth, and love impart
To each ingenuous, youthful heart,
My own might feel its former heat ;
Again with rising rapture beat,
Again dissolve in tender woe,
With pure delights again o’erflow ;
Again-but why those times recall
When every thought was love ? when all
My ardent wish, my serious care, *
Was but to please some blooming fair
And see, when none but Love was by,
His lustres dancing in hereye.
Ah, no ! behold, in nature’s gloom,
Damp fogs, and chilling winds, my doom.
She bids me quit the am’rous chase,
And yield to happier youth myplace.
I see and hear her harsh decree,
But still my soul, high-born and free,
Disdains to bend. I n nature’sspite,
T o Cupid I devote the night.”

‘(This morning [August 2d], the weather being untitfor
exercise, I sit down, with a view to amuse Mrs. Morris,
and translate or, rather, imitate the lines I wrought yesterday.
Si le solei1 ce jour embellissait la terre,
Ce jour nous offrirait I’image de la guene.
Mais la nature en deuil, dont des combats affreux
&orgent par milliers 1es enfants malheureux,
Se refuse B nos veux, se voile de nuages,
Fait tomber en trombes ses orages,
Et semble, gCmissant, se dCsoler des maux
Qui d e cet univers font de vastes tombeaux.
Nous avions aussi, la bataille finie,
Le projet d’embellir le chemin de la vie ;
De quitter le dieu Mars, et ses sombres atours,
Et d’orner de nos fleurs le temple des amours :
D’admirer, dans ce lieu, de lr beaut6 les channes,
E t les soins quelle inspire et les douces alarmes;
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Et les brillants tableaux du plus grand des bonfieurs,
Qui transporte les sens et pCnetre les cams.
Je me flattais aussi de retrouver encore
L e beau jour qui luisait sur ma premiere aurore:
Ce ravissant printemps oh mon h e , encor.’ neuve,
Subissait des passions la premi6re kpreuve.
Mais, hklas ! vous voyez, dans ce temps si a f f r e q
Ces brouillards, ces nurrges, mon sort si malheureux,
Le temps, en plus d’un sens, A mes V ~ U Xest contraire :
Je puis aimer toujouts, mais comment puis-je plaire?

These verses arefull of faults,andmustbecorrected.
I meetthe
WedinewithLordGeorgeLenox,where
Prince de Leon and some other French
officers. He tells
me that the late misfortune at Quiberon must
be attributed
KO the ignorance of Puisaye, and the overweening ambiwho, to
tion of Messieursd’HervillyanddeSombreuil,
avoid thedanger of beingsupersededincommand
by
those who have higher rank, made their attempt
with a
force infinitely too weak, etc.”
The journey began again on August 3d, and through a
beautiful country, finely cultivated, with charming
views
of theseaandthemouth
of theSevern,Morrisdrove
to Bristol, and from here he visited Chepstow and Tintern
Abbey. “ I think,” he says of the latter place, “that it is
muchindebtedtothepens
of thosewho have written
about it ; but the ivy on the walls is luxuriant.”
“Walking about Bath to-day [August ~ a t h ]I am overtaken by the ci-devant Grand Vicaire of Bordeaux,who
recalls himself to my recollection ; he diges with me on a
cold fowl, lobster, and salad.”
“Thismorning[August
~ ~ t Ih go
] tothe Duke of
Beaufort’s (Radminster). His grace shows me his house,
of Salvator
in which there are some very good paintings
Rosa, Guido, etc., and his gardens, which are no way extraordinary. The road to Cirencester lay through the
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Duke’s parkandplantations,wherelargeherds
of red
and fallow deer disported themselves ; and so across the
Thames near its source to the inn
at Barford, “which is
now,” Morris says, kept by two maiden sisters, both past
sixty; and their lineal ancestors (from the information of
says, four and twenty
the waiter, who has been here, he
years) have been innkeepers in the same house for a century back, their relations for two centuries, and the house
itself has been an inn for more than three hundred years.
The room in which I am now sitting was the dining.roon1
of the Pilgrims, but has lately been pulled
down and modernized. There are many now noble families who cannot
trace back their families in so exact a manner as these sisters. Theirhouse is scrupulouslyclean,andthewaiter
is one of the very few men who seem t o be contented in
that state of life to which it has pleased God to call t h e m
He says very gayly that he is as happy (he believes) as if
he were rich, and perhaps more so. ‘ I enjoy health,’ says
he, ‘and what is riches without health
‘ I This morning [August q t h ] I leave the inn and go on
through Witney to Blenheim; ride round the park,
walk
afterwardsoverthegarden,and
finallyview the house.
The grounds, though little varied in their surface,
have,
nevertheless, been highly ornamented. The river
is a fine
piece of water now, though anciently it was, I understand,
onIy a small ‘brook; but the famous Brown has since rendered it worthy of the bridge thrown overit, to the regret,
however, of the famous Dr. Johnson, who complained
on
seeing it that he had spoiled the epigram :
?”I

The lofty arch his high ambition shows,
The stream an emblem of his bounty flows.

This park contains an area of 2,700 acres. Of this, above
are contained in the garden, and 2 6 0 appropriated to
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the river, so thatthereremainsnotmorethan
2,200 in
wood and grass, on which are fed 2,000 deer and as many
sheep,besidescattle
occasionally. In thegardenand
park are a number of oaks of great size, though not high.
The largest is said to be thirty feet in circumference. I t
is a large tree, but I did not measure it. The house, built
by Sir John Vanbrugh, is one of many which partly drew
down on him thesatiricalepitaph,‘Lieheavy
on him,
on thee.’ I believe
earth, for he laid many a heavy load
it would be difficult to covermorespaceandhave
less
live in, and if ever
room. It is a thing to look at, not to
it should fall to a munificent and hospitable owner I do
not see where he would put his guests. There are many
very valuable paintings in Blenheim House, especially by
Rubens, some of them given by the Emperor and one by
the city of Antwerp. There are
some attributed to him,
but I think falsely, as the coloring is neither so fine nor so
fresh and glowing as in his works.”
ArrivedatOxford,Morris
confided to his diary minute and enthusiastic descriptions of the beauties of that
quaint old town, and ‘ I as the weather,” he says, ‘I is as
fine as the heart of man could wish, I have, in the New
England phrase, improved it until I am completely tired.
any considerabletime in
Shouldit be my.lottospend
England I think I will come down thither with a party
and stay some days, so as to see more at leisure what is
here to be seen. One thing I see with concern, that the
stone is corroded by the air, so that without constant repairs the buildings made of them must crumble to dust.”
“ Leave Maidenhead [August rph], and call on Lord
GrenvilleatDropmoreHill,buthe
is abroad. Atten
minutes after four reach
Wimbledon, where I dineand
pass the evening with Lord Gower and Lady Sutherland
-a pleasant afternoon in every sense of the word.”
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I lodged at Lord Gower’s, and this morning [August
18th] LadySutherlandbrings
me to town. I mustendeavor to spend a day or two with them.
Mr. Trumbull
calls on me. H e camelatelythroughFrance,butsaw
nobody of consequence ; as he had been Mr. Jay’s secretary they did not like him, being very jealous about the
treaty. H e says Mr. Monroe found it difficult to change
principles fast enoughso as to keep pace with the changes
in the French Government.”
(‘Call on Count Woronzow [August zzd] ; he tells me
what has been done, what is doing, and what is like to be
done. Go to see Lord Grenville at his house. H e is out.
Go tohis office, andsitawhilewith
Mr. Burgesstill I
have an opportunity of seeing his lordship.Mr.Burgess
,
tells me that Xr. Deas continues writing very improper
letters. I am sorry for it. I find the treaty Mr. Jay has
madeoccasionsmuchcomplaint
and dissatisfaction in
America. He has be,en burned in effigy, etc. One clause *
irl the treaty is clearly ill-judged, and has been objected
to
by theSenate.Theotherclausesare,itseems
to me,
proper enough. Mr. Burgess tells me that I am liked by
theministers,butthat
is of littleconsequence,since a
change of moon or other circumstance would produce a
change of their diemeiZZatnce. Mr. Jay’s treaty has considerable blemishes, but more noise was made about it than
was proper, owing to personal causes. An idea had been
started that he was the proper person tosucceed the President of theUnitedStates.Dinewith
M. and Madame
M.
Ciricello, where dine also the Duke d’Harcourt and
de Spinola. After dinner I talk with them, and find that
we are all of one mind as to the things now proper to be
<(

’

II

* Probably thetwelfth article, whichforbadeAmerican vessels carrying
coffee, focoa, sugar. molasses, or cotton, either from English ports or from
the united States. There were even at that time thousands of bales of cotton shipped every year from Southern ports.
VOL.
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done. I suggesttothem, as I didthismorningto
Mr.
Burgess,theadvantages to bederivedfrompurchasing
the flour and salted meatsof the United States.”
“This morning [August q d ] I leave London and go to
Lord Gower’s at Wimbledon. We dine en famiZle. I go to
Count Woronzow’s at Richmond where 1 meet an aide-deis somewhat of curiousand
camp of Charette.There
hardy in his journey through Paris to La Vend6e three
months ago. H e was present at and privy to the treaty
between Charette and the agents
of the Convention by‘
which they agreed to destroy the monarchy. He
was also
present at a retaliation by Charette upon three hundred
republicans for so many of the h&rks lately guillotined.
H e comes to asktroops, arms,money, etc.LordGrenville writes to Charette that he shall be supplied to
his
wish, excepting only as to troops, of which he can send
only four thousand, and that
if his plans go on a large
scalehemustreducethem,etc.This
is candidand
proper.”
Thetreaty of amityandcommerce.whichJohnJayhad
madewith Great Britain, and which had
been signed at
London on the 19th of November, 1794,created the greatMr. Jay, i t was asserted, had
est excitement inAmerica.
been sent to adjusttheirclaims,andhehad,instead,
formed a treaty with England. There was, therefore, no
punishment too bad for him-the man who had sold his
country. This treaty formed the subject
of the following
Morris’s visit to
letter to Washington,writtenduring
Lady Sutherland and dated at Wimbledon, August 23d :
“ I a m sorry,” he wrote, “that Mr. Jay’s treaty has ocI believe the decasioned so muchclamorinAmerica.
fects might easily be corrected, and seem to
me to have
arisen as muchfrom oversightasanything else. I have
not,however,conversed
on the subject with any
of the

.

,,

1795.I

GOUVERNEUR MORRIS.

iL5

in
King's ministers; indeed, I was but two or three days
London,returningfrommytourthroughtheSouth
of
England, and shall now setoff again for my Northern tour,
which will take six weeks or two months, so that I d o not
come. You
expect to see any of them for some time to
will have seen that Spain has made peace with France. I
presume that Sardinia and the Italian States
will follow
thisexample, and Portugal, whether at peace or
war, is
not tobeconsideredasabelligerent
power.Austria,
therefore, and England, are the only parties with which
France has now to contend, and it seems not improbable
that t h i s willbe the last campaign. I t doesnotfollow
I do not quite see
that peace will be fully restored, for
on what terms it is to be made. Germany asks, and certainly wishes, that France should cede the countries it has
conquered from the Empire, but, having no equivalent to
give in exchange, nor any force to compel the
cessiop, it
seems notquitelikelythattheconqueror
will be persuaded tomakethedesiredsurrender.Flanders
will, I
think, be anotherobject of difficultdisposition.
If retainedby France,thesituation
of thiscountry will be
very insecure, and I have reason to believe that
Mr. Pitt
would not,exceptinthelast
necessity, makepeace o n
s w h terms. Of the West India Islands I shall say nothing, because you will always know more oE,what is doing
there than we can. The British fleet will probably mainas inEurope.Consetain a decidedsuperioritythere,
qtlently a chief of real talents, to whom a broad discretion
shall have been given, might do
much-very much. Has
Britain such a chief to sendthither? Will thegovernmentleavehim
a sufficientlibertyto
act?These are
questionswhich
I cannot answer. Thefailure
of the
Qtliberonaffairseems
to havearisenentirely
from the
misconduct of thoseFrench officers who commanded.
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The party of the royalistsisin
great force, and if they
knew their strength throughout France (which, from the
measures taken to preventa communication of sentiments,
it is very difficult and almost impossible for them to do)
they wouldsoon overturn the present powers. A second
expeditionis now goingonfromhenceand
will bedirected to a pointmoreproperthanthatwherethelast
attemptwas made. Admittingthatpeaceweremade,it
is highly probable that France might become the theatre
of a longandfuriouscivil
war. You will observethat
a lessabsurdconstitutionthan
theyareendeavoringat
those by which they have been hitherto pestered and torn
mented.Butsupposingthattheyshouldevenadopt
good one, whichseemsunlikelytohappen,
still,in my
opinion, they will not be easy under it, for they never appearedto
me to have theneedfuleducationnorthe
I continue to be
propertemperforfreegovernment.
persuadedthatthey
will fallunderthedomination
of
some single despot, but I am by no means clear as to the
person nor the mode by which he is to get into authority.
Should the party of the royalists succeed, the business
is
then settled for a time very simply; otherwise, it may be
the result of civil commotion, and in all cases the fatigue
of suchviolentconvulsions
will inducethatturbulent
people to subqit to the yoke with great tameness.
“This hemisphere seems in general to be oddly situated.
Few of .the existing governments possess vigor equal
to
thetryingcircumstanceswhichsurroundthem,and
in
many corruption is superadded to weakness. The French
and Prussian Cabinets are endeavoring
to stir the Turk,
and if they bring him into acti,on it will probably terminate to his great disadvantage ; but about this they are indifferent, provided he would make a powerful diversion to
forces which arenow emp’loyed against France, andothers
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which menace Prussia I believe this last will be reduced
to insignificance before the close of the present century,
and i n the meantime I should not be surprised at
his in%-asionof Hanover.France
is so muchexhaustedthat
she can do little, very little,if anything, at a distance from*
her own frontier. Sweden, who is begging for cash, without which her efforts will be futile, cannot, I think, obtain
an adequate assistance, and in the meantime Russia
will
probably bring about another revolution in that country,
and re-establish theSenate.Denmark
will fallintothe
scale of Russia, Austria, and England, rather than of their
n o stroke
enemies. Theseason is SO faradvancedthat
will probably be struck in the North this year, owing principally to the feebleness of the Cabinet of Vienna.
“ I n all cases, Holland appears to me to be completely
undone. Thebankruptcy of theirIndiaCompany,long
palliated, nowstandsconfessed,andthat
of thenation
exists, though not avowed. Her commerce is totally suspended, and, as thegreat mass of thepeoplederived
thence theirmeans of subsistence,thedistress
will be
greatandgeneral.Discontent
as generalmustthence
arise, and if the French protection be withdrawn the
patriots (so cal1ed)‘will probably besacrificed.
In the case
of a general pacification I donotsee
how, or on what
principle, the ruling powers can keep up a large French
army in theheart
of theircountry.But
in whatever
manneritmaybedonethey,can,
from thenature of
things, be no more than the upper servants
of such an
army. Placing the matter in the fairest pointof view, and
supposing the present party to be the strongest, still they
Will not, I think, be able to establish that order and
securitywithout which commerce will fly farfromtheir
shores. Hence I concludethatLondon willbecome the
great emporiumof trade in Europe, unless thedevil should
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put it intotheirheadstomakerevolutionshere
also,
which will not, I believe, be the case during the life
of
the present monarch.”
The projected journey of which Morris wrote to Wash.ington was begun on Friday,August 28th. “ I go,” he
notes in his diary, “(at great expense of turnpikes) round
the north side of London, instead of passing through that
city, andentertheCambridgeroadnearthe
two-mile
stone. Then on through Edmonton to Cambridge,” From
here he gave Lady Sutherland the
benefit of his experiences in a characteristic letter.
l1

CAMBRIDGE,
August 27, 1795.

“DEARLADYSUTHERLAND
: I will perform what I did
not promise, and give you an account
of what I saw and
also of what I felt. First, then, I felt on leaving Wimbledon like a boy at the end of vacation, and I fear I shall
I
find nothing I like so well in m y whole route.Next
visited the bed of Ware, and I am able to assure you that
it still exists and is (as the chamber-maid told me) ‘eleven
feet and a half square, built by Edward the Fourth in the
year 1463 for his servants.’ I believe that she is not much
of anantiquarian,butitseemsthatthedate
is on it.
Moreover, I am just returned from having divine
service
(so called) at King’s Chapel, a sort of chanting in which
it was difficult to distinguish whatwas said. The A!mighty,
from his quality of omniscience, is of course apprised of
i t , and also of what was thought on the occasion ; but, methinks, if ever I should be a god aorfine lady, I would never
in a natural
grantbuttonaturalsentimentsexpressed
manner. Tell my Lord Gower that the word I have just
underscored seems to me to convey a different idea from
I f h i d . This last is a plain declaration of what passes in
the mind, as it is affected either by exterior objects or by
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its own reasoning faculties Thus, I think you are a charming woman, I think his lordship is a sensible, rvell-informed man, and I think a late manifesto will be attended
McthinRs, ontheother
hand,
withbadconsequences.
Seems to express rather an effect of the mind on itself by
means of the imagination, and precedes a communication
of those fanciful creations which accompany strong emotion. Thus, methinks the world without you were
a desert-I certainly d o not mean to say that the present harvest wouldhavebeendestroyedhadyouneverexisted.
So much for synonymes. I must add, however, that, being
consecrated to the sublime,thatterm,incommonwith
is
others of thesort,whenusedoncommonoccasions
expressive of the ironicalor ridiculous-another proof that
i t is not quite synonymous with I #hi&.
I must not forget
to tell youthat
King’sChapelreconciles
me insome
measure toGothicarchitecture.
I will tell you nothing
more just now, but bid you adieu.’’

of
The historyof this journey, with the minutest account
daily events-of the weather, the crops, and the peoplewhich would be unnecessary to detailhere,isgivenin
of
thediary.
I t will bepossible to giveonlyasketch
Morris’s trip through the pleasant landof England, and to
note only the places which most attracted hisattention.
First among these was Burleigh House, ‘Lwhere,” he says,
“ I spend a considerable time viewing this vast chateau,
andtheverygreatcollection
of paintings. A fortnight
wnlld not suffice to examine them, I was obliged to tear
myself away from one, ‘Our Saviour Blessing the Bread
and Wine.’ I neversawsuch
a countenance.Ibelieve
nothing human was ever so beautiful, so heavenly. The
smallest details are perfect-the very napkin is from the
hand of a master; but such expression in the countenance,
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so manly, so soft, so likewhatonewould
wish to imagine of the God of mercy, withoutbeingeverableto
accomplish that wish. Wonderfulart ! Sublimeartist!
This great collection contains many pieces of the highest
merit, butthisone
is, in my opinion, SO far beyond
all therestthat,havingseenit,
I couldhardlylookat
what followed. The house was built in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth, and is, though ancient, notin a bad style. I could
not convenientlyview the park, in which there was one striki n g defect-a pond instead of a river. By concealing the
two ends, for it is a winding pond, it would seem a river.
There are a greatmanyveryrareandvaluableobjects
to be seen at this house, but Carlo Dolci occupies all my
sense of recollectionin
thatwonderfulcombination
of
majesty, sweetness, pity, and resignation, which I believe
I shallneverforget.”
A fewdayslater,intheentry
of
September roth, he says : “Writing a letter this evening
to LadySutherland,
I mentionedtoherthepainting
whichpleased me so muchatBurleighHouse,andin
viewing it again with the mind’s eye I tell her :
The thought is love in all its kindest care ;
’Tis something more than hope, and yet ’tis prayer ;
’Tisconfidence and resignation too.
The eye appears, with chastened glance, to view
On high the throne of everlasting day.
The silent semblance speaks. It seems to say :
‘ Vouchsafe, 0 Father, to accept in me
The willing victim of thy firm decree ;
Be in my death fulfilled redemption’s plan,
And these the pledges between God and man.’”

At Sheffield, Birmingham, and Leeds, by reason of letters to manufacturers, Morris was well received and every
facilitygivenhimtoinspectall
theinterestingoperations of those active towns. The moral and physical con-
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dition of the operatives,their wages, andthenumber
of hours of work required of them, were subjects which
BIways commanded his attention and excited his interest.
The beauty of the cultivated fields, the picturesqueness of
the scenery through which he passed, never failed to call
forth some expression of pleasure ; and the more or less
significant incidents of the day amused rather than
discomposedhim.
“ To-day,” he says, September gth, “the
weather is showery, and I observed a young woman prea little tree. Shehadon
paringagainsttherainunder
her new gownandbonnet;to
savethemfromthe
weather, I offered her a seatin my chaise. Sheat first
made no answer, but after some time spent, as I supposed,
i n reflection, she agreed suddenly, as if her determination
was completelyanddecidedlymadeup.Thedoor
is
opened, and she is seated next me and we jog on. I t becomes me to do thehonors, and so I began conversation by
asking whither she was going. She looked very steadily
forward, held u p a n oil-skin bonnet, which she had in her,
hand, and fixed her eyes on it witha kind of eager anxiety.
I thought that my question was imprudent, had
and perhaps
awakened some ideas of an uncomfortable kind.Before
I could arrange any conjecture on the subject, she began
t o jump from her seat with
a kind of convulsive motion,
then wriggled alittle, and with
a clear voice toldme she was
going to Hunslet. This
is a little village a mile short of
Leeds. All thesestrangephenomenaresulted
from a
most extraordinary impediment in herspeech.”
Morris was much impressed at Edinburgh, where he arof the
rived on the15th of September, by the extreme height
houses, which appeared to him, as he says,“ to be one of the
most curious things whichI have seen anywhere. Directly
opposite the window of my bedroom is a house ten stories
high ;at least uponthis, the north frontof it. On the other
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side it has, I suppose, five, six, or seven, being built on a
side-hill, and in the street on the top of the hill there are
of the
sundry houses of the latter height. In the old part
town, if itwerenotforthesigns,
etc., in English, one
might take it for a French town. In Holyrood House is
the most curious gallery of paintings in Europe. Buchanof
an wrote a Scottish novel which he called the history
his country, and gives therein an account
of kings that
of
neverexisted.
TheDuke of York,afterwardsKing
Great Britain, and afterwards an unfortunate wanderer,
brought over a Flemish painter (Dewitt) who copied some
of the originals of the later Scottish princes; and then, to
fill up the list, either from his own fancy or the phizzes
up a long line, giving
which he could meet with, made
thus to Buchanan’s ideal forms-aerial
nothings-a local
habitation and a name. Weareshownheretheapartments of the imprudent, unfortunate Mary, and the closet
where she was sitting with a lady and David Rizzio, when
this poor fellowwas dragged outby the haughty, barbarous
lord of her court into an adjoining chamber and stabbed.
There are on the floor some stains, said to have been made
by his blood. In Mary’schamberarepreservedsome
All this
articles of needle-work which she had wrought.
brings strongly to my mind the needle-work which I have
seen of the late unhappy Marie Antoinette, and still more
stronglyhermiserable
fate. In mywalkthisevening
I meet women coming up from Leith with baskets of oysters on theirbacksfastened
by a strapwhichcomes
round their foreheads. They remind me
of the mode of
working oxen in France, where the peasants contend that
the animals have more strength that way than any other.”
“Lord Somerville calls [September zoth], and tells me
that Lord Adam Gordon expresses a wish to see me, on
which we go together to wait on his lordship. Dine with
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Lord Somerville, who gives me a good dinner with excellent wines. Weare three. Sir RichardAinsiie
is the
third. His younger brother, Robert, was long ambassador
from this country to the Porte. This
Sir Richard seems
to be an oppositionist, and expresses
an ardent affection
for America, so much that I doubt a little of the reality
and altogether of the extent.”
‘‘ Returning from visiting Mrs. Arbuthnot I meet [September z3d] Sir John McPherson, who hasjust come from
him.
my lodgings; so I return and go to take tea with
In thecourse of conversation I learnfromhimwhatI
had got before but slightly from Mr. Cochrane ; viz., that
theBritishpolicyinIndia
is to encourage a free commerce with all the world, which, by pouring wealth into
thatcountry,addsgreatlytotherevenue,etc.
H e tells
me that when, by the return of Mr. Hastings, he was left
at the head of affairs in India, he found the revenue one
tLl-elvemonth in arrear, two hundred thousand men to probills on Europe
yide for, not a shilling in the treasury, and
quite unsalable. I n this situation he issued a paper money
bearing interest, which was redeemed in numerical order.
All payments were made in that paper, and the accounts
of its redemption regularly published. This, says he, gave
it such credit that B black merchant had at one time half
a million of it in his possession
; and this gain, h e says,
was the origin of the French assignats, and thereupon he
gives me the filiation, which history I do not contradict ;
but I know more of the origin of assignats than he does.”
“At the register’s office is placed Mrs. Darner’s statue
of the reigning king. It is colossal, and placed on a very
low pedestal, which has a bad effect ; besides, the performance itself is very tame. Sir Willian~ Forbes calls on me
thismorning, and Mr. Cochrane.Dine with Lord Adam
Gordon [Septemberq t h ] , who is very polite and extremely
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attentive to me. Lords Somerville and Napier, with General Campbell and others, are of our party. A very good
dinner and a pleasant evening.”
From
Edinburgh
Morris
continued
his
wanderings
so on to Dunkeld, “the apto Stirling and Perth, and
proach to which,” he says, “ i s singularly fine. At some
milesdistant
we drivedirectlytowardsthemountain
off
which is on the right bank of the Tay, and then turn
to our right towards the river, which we break upon lying
under u s . Before we get to the end of our stage it begins
to rain, so that a part of the view is hidden, but the gloominess of a storm is more suitable to the surly grandeur of
a mountain-scene than garish day,
I had heard much of
the bare Scottish hills before I came hither, and some o f
them are bare enough,i n all conscience; but I see nurner011s plantations rising in different places to clothe them,
and in another century the great bareness
will be found
only in the conversation of t h e English, l i k e the present
penury and scarcity and famine of Caledonia. John Bull
seriously believes, and as seriously relates, the wretchedness of his Northern brethren, which I dare say existed at
the Union; but the culture of a part of Scotland is equal,
if not superior, to any in the island. Improvement daily
makes greatprogress,and
diffuses wealthandplenty.
Good stone houses take place of the former mud hovels ;
planting, manuring, and enclosing hourly change the face
of the country; climate,indeed, is wanting, but fruit is
said to be plentiful and cheap at Perth. Dunkeld, seen
from the opposite shore, has the airof a fortification. This
is owing to the walls on the river’s bank, to secure little
patches of earth which serve as gardens or grass-plats to
the houses, and, being no wider than they are, seem like
x parapet with embrasures.”
“Arrived [September goth] at Blair in Athol, the resi-
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dence of theDuke of Athol ; aletter of introduction
and a card of “compliment was respondedto at once
by theDuchess,whodesiresthat
I wouldcomeover,
are in the midst
which 1 do as soon as I have dined. We
of the Grampians, naturally very high, rugged, and bare;
but thepossessors are busily engaged in clothing them.
There are many fine views of little cultivated plains, with
the river meandering through them, and overhung with
huts of theHighlandpeasantsareas
rocky crags.The
of them
miserable and as filthy as the worst description
which I haveever seen. My valet-de-chambretellsme
they are just pictures of those inhabited by the Russian
and Livonian slaves.” A day or two passed pleasantly in
the society of the Duke and Duchess, inspecting the deer
shot by hisgrace,andscribblingversesapropos
of the
“Duchesse’sdiscontentatthe
strong hunting temper of
M. le Duc.”Inthe.Duke’scarriageMorrisleftBlair
i n Athol the 3d of October, and, passing through the gorge
of Killiecrankie, where King William’s troops were defeated
by theHighlandersandLordDundeewaskilled,soon
reached thecountry-seat
of LordBreadalbane,atthe
mouth of Loch Tay, where he was hospitably received.
Prepared to resume his journey
by the 5th of October,
the weather, being very rainy, induced him to “yield to
of LordBreadalbane.
Pour c o d h de
thehospitalities
bofzheur, my coachman tells me that one of my horses was
lamedlast night, but this information was given after I
had agreed to stay, otherwise I should have been in sad
plight. Speaking after dinner on the extent of the Duke
of Athol’s possessions, Lord Breadalbane tells me that he
can ride one hundred and ten miles without going off his
estates, and this in a straight line.”
“Thismorning[October6th]
is very fine, but I am
obliged to stay for my horse, who can hardly walk and
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who is lying down.in the stable. GO fishing on the lake,
but the fish will neither rise at the fly nor take the worm
bait, and I have noother ; so we return,andcastthe
net, with which we take a perch and some trout. On returning to the house I find a pair of parsons, and our
of the country.
conversation turns on the improvement
They go away early-, but, as my servant afterwards tells
me, it is to take a dish of tea with the upper servants.”
Leaving
Taymouth
and
his
hospitable
entertainers,
“with promises to see them in London next winter,” Morris pushed on to Inverary, where he arrived on the 9th
of October. “ T h e misfortune of thiscountrythrough
which I pass,” he comments, “is that there are too many
people-a
greatnumber of cottagers, who can pay no
rent, and make no improvements, being wholly occupied
in obtaining a subsistence. Fuel is scarce and difficult to
at will, and of
be g o t ; add to this they are all tenants
or
coursehave n o disposition to improveeitherhouse
land. TheDuke of Argyll is out ridingwhen I arrive,
for me
andIhavedinedathisreturn,whenhesends
I thereforeassistathisrepastwithoutpartodinner.
Lady Charlotte,hasthe
taking of it. Hisdaughter,
mania of being admired, which will, I think, lead her far.
After dinner, before they quit the table, she and her elder
married sister singa duetto for the
old gentleman, who tells
me‘thatmusic ishis principalenjoyment.Theweather
is better to-day, but seems yet to be wild.”
“This morning [October ~ o t h or,
] rather, this noon,His
Grace takes me in his chaise round his grounds. There
are some fine views and a gooddeal of wood. H e has
had a rage for husbandry, and,as the climate is intolerably
wet, has built immense barns in which to dry the grainas
it is brought in. I t serves for the hay also, and is aboye
all, or, rather, they are-for he has two-very ornamental.
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He has several people now at work repairing and building
bridges, for some time ago they had a water-spout which
a few miles in this neighbroke over the mountains for
borhood, and poured down such torrents
of water as to
sweep along with them vast rocks and, of course, everything else. Wehavefordinner,amongotherthings,
chevreuil (roebuck), a very common game here, and but
littleesteemed.Thisevening
I am trPs aimable, andin
to stay a day
consequence the ladiespressmemuch
longer. Whatamusesmemostinthisrequest
is that a
Miss Campbelljoinsin
it. She took me last evening
in
much dislike, and showed it so clearly that this morning
Lady Augusta, without going directly at the point, made
an apology by letting me into her
history, which is contained inthree words-a
disappointed old maid. I had
well perceived it, and, as occasion offered, had already by
little attentions put myself much better with her.”
“GO on to LochLomond[Octoberrzth],andreach
the
Buchanan, theseat of HisGrace of Montrose,in
afternoon. He is on his grounds. En attendant his arrival
I read, for madame is p a r fro? angZaisepour recevoir l e monde
de monsieur. Whensheappears,
however, she becomes
very well. TheDuke is a sensible,well-informed man.
We have some political conversation, and he appears to
me, like most of the well-informed men I have met in this
country, much better acquainted with their domestic concerns than with foreign affairs. H e is indisposed to that
great extension of manufactures and commerce which has
introduceda great deal of money into the country, but
which has greatly relaxed the military spirit.
I have met
lately with several people of this opinion, which certainly
has weight. I t will be proper, perhaps, togive some new
spring to the militiaservice and infuse a little more
of
the aristocratic temper; but this last is, I believe, a diffi-

128

DIARY AND LETTERS OF

[CHAP.XXXIL

cult thing. Thereseems to be inallhumansocieties
at
a certain period of their progress a natural tendency towards the pecuniary system, and as it prevails it ruins and
destroys the aristocracy. Now this is done by lessening
the respect for virtue,because,ineffect,whatevermay
have been the origin of great families, in a course of ages
Some of theirmembershaveshedoneach
a splendor
I believeexperience
whichawesthevulgar.Moreover,
will justify the assertion that such families are generally
more fair and upright in their conduct than others. Be
it the effect of education, of example, or of respect for a
deceasedancestry,
orletitresultfromthat
affluence
which places them above temptation-no
matter for what
cause-such conduct must impress on others deep sentiments of respect. But whenthemoneyinfluencegrows
great the general maximis be rich; if YOLI can, h:anest& but
be rich. From that moment may, I believe, be dated the
decline of a n empire ; and although circumstances may
check the progress of destruction, though the weakness
o f surrounding States may lengthen outa feeble existence,
yet, the infection taken, it extends a silent but deadly corruption whichfew, if any, political constitutionsare strong
enough to throw off. These ideas lead far on in questions
of finance, commerce, public funds, etc. It
is not either
ananswer or anobjectionthatgreatpubliccalamities
maycorrect or revolutionsremove evils. Theoneis a
remedy prescribed by circumstances, the other is a political death, and the succeeding men live under a new government and in a new state of society.”
“This morning [October 14th] I leave the Duke’s and
go on to Glasgow. In my route I stop twice to lookat
the canal which crosses the island here, and which this
I went to
day, for the second time, I rodeunder.First
look at a succession of locks which rise immediately after
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the canal has been carried over
a river, and saw sufficiently,
1 think, their principle and constitution.
I admire much
the execution-in hewn stone, etc., all in the best style.
My second object was to see a number of vessels collected
and lading in the highest part
of the canal; some brigs,
sloops, etc. On inquiry I find that those which draw only
Seven feet and a half of water can go through; also that
there are twenty locks eachof eight feet, so that the whole
rise is one hundred and sixty
feet. When I seethis, my
mind opens t o a view of wealth for the interiorof Ame.rica
which hitherto I had rather conjectured than seen.”
By OctoberzIstMorriswasbackagaininEngland.
FromCarlislehewentto
Keswick. “Onthe way,” he
says, “ w e passed at the foot of Skiddaw, which is a good
height ; the vale, as far as mist, rain, and twilight will permit me tojudge of it,isvery -beautiful. I ridealmost
round the famous Derwentwater Lake, which is nothing
compared with those in Scotland, either for size or depth.
At the head of itliesBorrowdale,whichweascendfor
two miles. The road is just wide enough for the carriage,
and we hang over the precipice in some places curiously
enough, but such is the force of habit that this excites in
my bosom nokind of emotion. Thedriverand
horses
seem to be well acquainted with what they are about, and
that is sufficient. In the deep bosom of this dale a man
might have lived fifty years ago and no one have heard of
him, but now the wealth and idleness of Britain have made
it a place of great resort. Lord William Gordon has built
a small house at the lower end of the lake, the north end,
which contrasts well with the wild and shaggy appearance
of the other.”
Pushing o n through the beautiful lake country of England toWindermere,Morris
finally arrivedatColgarth
Park,“where,havingannounced
myself to theBishop
VOL. 1L-g
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of Llandaff and Mrs. Watson, E agree to stay. The reception of the Bishop is very good; he is a sensible man
of considerable geniusand very pleassnt conversation. He
tells me that on March zgth, the day the Marquis 01 Rockingham kissed handsonbeingappointedminister,
he
showed him onthe back of a lettercertainconditions
which he had made with the King and took down with a
of
pencil. The first of these was thattheindependence
America should be acknowledged. The marquis took that
precautionbecauseonaformer
occasion the King had
deceived him, and His Majesty was so hurt by that precaution that he never forgave the marquis, and expressed indecentlyhissatisfactionwhen
he heard of theother’s
death.TheBishopmentionsto
me sometraits of the
Prince of Wales to show that he is a better man than is
generally supposed, but these apply more to the self-love
of my informant than they do to the subject. The Bishop
is a stanch Opposition man, and,
as he says, a firm, decided Whig. He is certainly a good landlord, and a man
of genius. I taste at dinner of the famous char, taken in
the Windermere, which is, I‘ think, neither more nor less
some differences, such
than a very good trout. There are
as a more forked tail, and whitish instead of brown spots.
There is also a considerable redness on the belly, b u t I
have seen greater differences between the trout of different waters, excepting always that of the tail. I had read
that these fish had gizzards, and had them opened so as to
compare their entrails withthose of a trout lying together
on the same plate, andcannot perceive the slightestdifference.”

GOUVERNEUR MORRIS.

CHAPTER XXXIII.
ExaminestheLiverpooldocks,
The kingattacked on his way to Parliament,
Stratford-upon-Avon.
Letter
to Lady
Sutherland
from
Warwick
London.
Presented
to
George 111. Conversation with
His Majesty. T h e House of Commons. Fox speaks. French affairs.
Conversation
with
Lord
Chatham.
Count
Woronzow. A
great City dinner. Congratulates the Imperial
envoy on the Austrian
victories. DineswithLord Grenville. Long conversation with him.
Letter to Washington about Adams. Meets Canning dining at Lady
Suthcrland’s.

F

ROM the charming lake country Morris wentto Liverpool,where hethoroughlyexaminedthedocks,
the finest in Britain,” and all the trade advantages possessed by that town. Then on through Manchester, where
heinspectedeverymachine,
and the differentprocesses
by whichthemanymaterialswere
made, “which my
guide,” he says, in the diary for November zd, “ tells me
are vended all over the world, even in Turkey and on the
coast of Barbary,; but of the whole quantity exported,Mr.
Taylortells me, Americadoesnotconsumeone-fourth.
The newspapers have announced tous yesterday a serious
attack on the King in his way
to the Parliament House
atopeningthe sessions. This will, I think,operateunfavorably to the views of theOpposition.Theirleader,
Mr. Fox, is driven to an eulogy on existing systems which
to those
bestow practicallibertyincontradistinction
which, in pursuit of an idealperfection,haveproduced
anarchy, misery, and despotism. France begins at last to
furnish useful lessons to mankind, and will give, I think,

,
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an example still more awful of the folly, the impious folly,
of those idle, half-way reasoners who, with the supposed
rights of man in a supposed state of nature-rights which
cannot consist with society, the natural state
of man-have
bewildered the lower order of citizens and nearly destroyed all the relations of social life.”
From Warwick, where Morris arrived on November 18th,
after spending a day at Stratford-upon-Avon, the
following
gave
letter was written to Lady Sutherlsnd, in which he
her the benefit of his thoughts on that classic spot:

.
’

“ M Y DEARLADYSUTHERLAND
: I received at Liverpool
the letter you were so kind as to address for me at that
place,and would haverepliedimmediatelyhad
I known
how to give any tolerable accountof myself ; but, as many
zig-zag wanderings lay before me, I thought it best to be
silent until time and chance, to whose absolute disposal I
submitted myself, might put me in a situation to say that I
hoped soon for the great pleasure of seeing you. I have
had a month’s mind, or, if you like the phrase better, I had
it in my mind for a month to write you a political epistle,
and the impulsion was very strong after the criminal attempt of the 29th of last month, but I will confine myself
to saying that, notwithstanding the ill news you expected,
or any other which might
come, I would have adopted
the motto of my countryman the beaver-‘ Perseverando.’
You know he cuts down trees with his teeth. A p q b o s :
The late Austrian victories show what might
havebeen
I
done some years ago if everybody had been in earnest.
left Stratford this morning and the rain induced
me to
tarry here, instead of going to Coventry, for which I intend setting out to-morrow, and thence straight to London,
‘pour faire ma cour et rendre mes devoirs d la belle &OSsake.’ I t wouldhavebeenunpardonable,you
know,

.
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tohavespentanevening
atStratfordandnotwritten
is acrime of
Some nonsenseaboutShakespeare,butit
Ipse soci/t/ topesterotherswithsuchthings.
I ought
therefore, you will say, to have thrown into the fire what
1 shalllayasataxonyourpatience.
Do not mistake,
I senditnotpoetically,but
medically. Supposingthen
that, after some very late hour, you should be awakened
by the rumbling of coaches o r of carts, with the disposition without the power to sleep,
you will be pleased to
read these lines, they must have the effect, for (fui d’hunnNe humme) I washalf asleep when they were written.
It
is true,theyhavesincebeen
revised andcorrected, so
thatyouhavethesecondedition.And
so good-night
sweetlady.
Myrespectsawaithislordship.Adieu.I
am ever and truly yours.
Ages are past since nature on this spot
To her own bard gave birth ; self-taught, he knew
How to unravel all the tangled web
Of human passion ; and his judgment, true
T o the nice touch of inborn sentiment
Perceptive, felt, for every scene of life,
However varied, by the waving wand
Of fancy’s magic, the appropriate thought
Of each degree, age, sex, and circumstance.
T h e purple glory of Imperial CEesar,
T h e checkered rag of famished wretchedness,
T h e sly pretextings of insidious treason,
Humble ambition, close conspiracy,
Proud war, wild madness, and sound policy
To him were all familiar ; and he knew
e
Inits own color ev’ry thought to paint
With each distinctive tint and lessening shade,
From the deep crimson of a murderer’s mind
To that sweet blush which gilds her early mom
When rising Love his bright effulgence beams
On the clear surface of a virgin’s soul.”

‘
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“After my arrival [November q d ] a t t h e Great hotel,
Covent Garden,I go to see Lord Gower. Dineat the Piazza
coffee-house. I sawBoswell at the codee-house,who is
one of the corps. It seems that the opponents of administration Cut theirhairshort,somewhat
iL3 theJacobin
style. The bills tosecurethegovernmentmeet
violent
opposition, and there is a general wish excited for peace.
The Cape of Good Hope is taken by the English, but
thestormhasdonemuchmischief
to their West India
fleet.”
“Agreed this day [November zsth] with Robert Dudley
Medley as a footman. I givehim livery, a great-coat,
eighteen guineas per annum, and board wages. Thomas
my coachman, is toserveme
at 251 per week and find
go to LordGrenville’s
himself everything.Dressand
office. ThencetoCourt.LordGrenvillearriveslate.
A m presented to the King, who takes me at
first for an
Englishman,and,notrecollecting
me, says, ‘You have
been a good while in the country.’ We set him right, and
I was not liked by
Lord Grenville tells His Majesty that
the ruling powers in France.
‘I
I suppose Mr. Morris is too much attached to regular government.’
“‘Yes, sir, and if Your Majesty would send thither your
discontented subjects, it would do them much good.’
‘I
Well, if you’ll contrive it for me I’ll give my hearty
consent.’
Lord Grenville adds, ‘ There are enough of them, sir.’
‘ Oh, aye, quite enough.’
“ ‘ I can give Your Majesty good news from the Continent’ (says Lord Grenville). ‘General Claerfayt
* is still
following the French.’
“‘And I, sir, can give you a piece of intelligence which

* Count de Claerfayt, an eminent Austrian general, died in 1798
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I amsurewillbeagreeable.
I aminformedfromunquestionable authority that all the lower orders of people
in Holland are strongly attached to the Stadtholder.’
‘‘ ‘ Oh, that’s good,’ with surprise.
‘“Sir, they have always been so.’
(‘‘Then it is only the aristocratic party whichis against
him.’
‘“Just so, sir.’
of Americaareyou
“‘Pray, Mr. Morris,whatpart
from ? ’
“ ‘ I am from near New York, sir. I have a brother who
has the honor to be a Lieutenant-General in Your Majesty’s service.’
“ ‘Ah, what ! you’re a brother of General Morris ?
Yes,
I think I see a likeness, but you’re much younger.’
‘‘ ‘ Yes, sir.’
‘‘ ‘Well, and how does your brother do ? he’s at Plymouth, isn’t he ? ’
‘“Yes, sir.’
“ I afterwards see a petition presented to the King
on
his thronebytheUniversity
of Oxford. Thengo with
to the
LordGowertoseeLadySutherland.Thence
House of Commons, return to Lord
Gower’s, dine, and
thence again to the House, whereMr. Fox delivers a very
animated speech in reply to a very cool and sensible disMr. Pitt does not speak, for which
course from Mr.
I am disappointed. On adivision theministerialparty
has a great majority, an.d the affair is to bediscussed
againnextFriday.Greatacutenessonthepart
of Mr.
Fox. The King asked me when I expected Mr. Pinckney
back, and added, ‘They are very slow in that
country.’
1 couldhavetold
His Majesty of anothercountryin
which they were quite as
slow, untillately a t least, on
American subjects.”

-.

I 36

DIARY AND LETTERS OF

[CHAP.XXXIII.

“M.Mountflorencecomes
in[November26thjfrom
Paris. H e tellsmethattheFrencharequiteheartbroken since their late scuffle with the Convention ; that
the present government is purely military ; that Paris and
Orleans are disarmed ; that Lyons is a constant scene of
bloodshed ; that Freron is at the head of a strong Jacobin
party in the South of France ; that the Jacobins expect to
overturn the present governmentin a month or six weeks,
and that the want of bread is the lever by which they are
to work. Mr. Hammond told me that Colonel Hamilton
told him the day before he left New York that the demain the house of Repgogic party would have a majority
resentatives. Healsosaidthatthegovernment
of this
to givefull effect to thetreaty
countryaredetermined
and to go on fairly to the further provisions which may
be.
needful.”
“This morning [November zgth] my coachman, dprapos
of the sale of one of my horses, inquires the distance we
I tellhimafteratediousexamination,but
havegone.
the result is somewhat extraordinary. My first sortie with
themsouthward,includingadoubleridetoRichmond
while I was at Wirnbledon, was just six hundred miles ;
and my second, after quitting Wimbledon, was precisely
thirteen hundred, allowing one mile for the difference in
the last s t w e betweenthestandardfromwhencethe
roads measured and my lodgings at Covent Garden.”
“ G o [December rst] with Lord Gower to the House of
Commons. There is no battle this evening. While
I take
tea in the committee-room, Mr. Windham comes in, and
from his disposition to converse with me I am led to suppose that I am #;* peu en ban o&ur ici. Mr. Pinckney has
asked to be recalled.”
“ G o to Court [December zd], where I see, of course, a
number of people, of whom I know a few. Have a little
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conversationwithLordChatham,andmentionfor
his
considerationaprogressivetaxonthesales
of wheat
monthly, by way of paying the bounty on importation of
foreign wheat ; also a tax on all horses, by way of enof
couragingthebreedofhornedcattle.TheMarquis
Buckingham is very civil, and invites me down to Stow.
I put in his hands Mr. Mountflorence’s affair. The King
tells me he hears Mr. Pinckney is coming back, re infectd,
the treaty being postponed for a year. I tell His Majesty
that they don’t treat with u s because they are afraidof us
He says there may be something in that.”
‘‘ I g o to Court [December gd], where I see Lady Sutherland, true to her promise, and looking wondrous
well.
Count Woronzow tells me an instance of Lord Grenville’s
candor. It relates to the manifesto prepared for the new
King. The Count has sent a copy of it and the history
of itto his Court. H e introduces me to CountStaremberg. LordGrenvilleintroduces
me totheDuke of
Portland, and tells me that Mountflorence shall have his
passport. H e presentsmetotheQueen,who
is a wellbred, sensible woman, Ithink.ConversingwithLord
I tell him that we must not
Grenville about our treaty,
covenant not to export the produce
of theWestIndia
Islands, because our commerce will always give us an excess of thosearticles ; that if I hadtonegotiatewith
leave the
him on the subject, I would almost venture to
him and the West India
settlement of the articles with
final state of the
planters ; thatwhatevermaybethe
islands, and whoever may be the possessor, it must be his
policy to convince us that it is our interest he should con-.
tinueinthe
possession. He saysthathisopinion
coinon that
cides perfectlywith mine, andthathetreated
ground. I then tell him that in my opinion all difiiculties
might be removed if, after designating the size of vessels
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to be admitted, a further stipulation should be made of a
maximum of export duty, the amount within that limit to
be fixed by the King. His Majesty’s ministers would then,
by theirinstructionstothegovernors,have
it so fixed
as to comport with the wants
of the
from time to time
colony and the interests of the British navigation, without
anyreferencetothecolonial
assemblies. H e sayshe
thinks something may be made out of that idea. H e says
Lord Bute informs him from Madrid that Mr. Pinckney
is on his way back, having concluded a treaty of navigation (inwhich he supposes the affairs of the Mississippi
02 commercefor
to be settled),andleavingthetreaty
another year, I tell him, as I did the King, thattheir
fearspreventthemfromtreating,whereasthosevery
apprehensionsshouldhaveinducedthemtotreat.He
agrees in this idea, and adds it
is inconceivable how apprehensive they are. I tell him Mr. Pinckney has asked
his recall, and that I do not think it improbable that Mr.
As soon as the
Adams may be appointed minister here.
drawing-room is over I return home, change my dress, eat
a bit of cold meat, and go to the House of Commons. I
am againdisappointedinnothearing
Mr. Pittspeak.
Stay till near three o’clock.”
“GO [December sth] to a great City dinner, given to
Mr. Hammond, and chance places me next to Lord Grenville and Mr. Adams. This last is deeply tinctured with
suspicion, andseesdesign in everything. His mindhas
received early a wrong bias, and I think will always go
obliquely. Mr. Bayardasks if I will givemyassistance
in the discussion of some questions arising here which regardthecaptures
made. I promise it freely. Hetells
me rhat in a late affair Lord Grenville gave a remarkable
of the
proof of his candor. At our dinner, in the midst
line of toasts he gave Mr. Jay, which was received with
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greatapplause.This,
I think, will proveinjuriousto
himinAmerica,andmentionthatideato
Mr. Adams,
who prims up, and, while his countenance (in general, insipid) overflows with joyful expression, he is silent ; then
says, ‘ I don’t know,’ and then opens a iittle. From this I
conjecturethathisfatherand
Mr. Jayareat
political
variance. The shouts of applausewhichaccompanythe
King and Mr. Pitt as toasts show that the administration
stands very strong in public.”
“ T a k e u p the Marquis de Spinola, and go to dinner at
CountWoronzow’satRichmond[December
pth]. We
The
have here a very good and a verysociabledinner.
a littlecommunicative.
H e tells
winerendersSpinola
me that Woronzowwillneverstand
well at this Court,
because Pitt will not forgive him for foiling
his attempts
in theRussianarmament.
H e tellsmewhy
he stands
well withLadySutherland.
H e tellsmethathethinks
the government here would be
pleased that I should be
appointed Minister, and in return I tell him why it would
not suit me. I learn that Mr. Liston, who is going out to
America, is clever. The weather is nasty.”
“ D i n e withCountStaremberg[DecembergthJ.
He
and Woronzow are quite in air about the
King’s message
declaringhisdispositionfor
peace. I t seems to me to
be a thing of noconsequence.AfterdinnerWoronzow
gives us the history of the three partitions of Poland, in
which, according to him, the Empress was led by a kind
of necessity. H e thinks,and so, indeed, do I, that it is
unwisein the Imperial Courts to bring their dominions
together. HeandCountStarembergtellmethatthe
King’s Ministers expect the present government in France
will be overturned by the Jacobins. After I leave this, I
go to see Madame Ciricello.
At coming away the Duke
dfHarcourttellsme he understands the young Duke of
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Orleans is gone out to America, and that he
wasmuch
distressed at the idea of leaving Europe. He says he had
takensomemeasures to bringhimintotermswiththe
and
has
received
that
information.
King of France,
if it be true.
I tell him (truly)
Wishes to know from me
that I know nothing of thematter.Wepromiseeach
other to communicate the resultof our inquiries.”
“News of thetaking of Mannheim[Decemberroth]
reached town yesterday. There are about nine thousand
prisonersof war. This affair puts the Austrians in
conmeans,
dition to actagainsttheFrenchwithincreased
1 exwhile itmusttendtodisheartentheiropponents.
pect that they will turn their arms towards Flanders, and,
if they can seize any considerable magazines
of provisions,
Francewillsoonbereducedtoherformerlimits.Holland must of course be abandoned, and then I think the
as a thing of
counter-revolutionwilltakeplacethere
the
Imperial
envoy. Congratulate
course. Go to see
him on the Austrian victories, Lord Grenville gave him
the explanation which I supposed of the King’s message.
of Europe.
Converse withhim
onthegeneralpolitics
He tells me that, from Claerfayt’s last letter, he will push
of course,which way. Dineat Mr.
on,butknowsnot,
Phyn’s, and find that the ministers are gathering strength
bytheAustrianvictories,andthatthedesire
of peace
growslessardent.
Itappearsfromeveryaccountthat
the French armies are quitediscouraged.”
“Dine with Lord Grenville [December 12thI. H e tells
me he was astonishedthatpersonswhohadbeenhere
SO longshould
be so littleacquaintedwiththeBritish
Government as the Russian and Imperial Ministers appear
to have been, by the alarm they took at the
King’s message. H e admits, however, that it may have the effect of
strengthening the French Government in France, but he
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thinks, and justly, that the many other things which are
happening must operate on the other sideof the question.
I tellhimtheadvice
I gaveyesterdaytotheImperial
minister ; viz., to send some confidential agent to Flanders,
authorized to give money to those charged with the care
of the French magazines, provided they do
not, on the
approach of the Austrians, destroy them. He thinks this
good, and will enforce it. He says the French are evacuating Holland. After dinner
I ask him to tell me the affair of Randolph." He says that 8 despatch of Fauchet's
was taken in which was related a conversation between
h i m and Randolph, and from that conversationit appeared
clearly that Randolph hadbeen corrupted. He had
proposed a plan to render the Western insurrection
a means
of uniting America with France i n the war against Britain. Therest of thestory I hadheard before. He tells
me that he is nottheonlyperson
in America; that he
knows someothers,andmentionedit
to Mr. Jay, but
did notnamethem,notbeing
in aconvenientsituation to furnish the proofs, as he had acquired the knowledge from Paris. Weconverse on thestate of the war,
a general conversation (by the by, the company consists
of only Hamrnond, Scott, and Lord Carrisford), and I tell
him jocosely that I find the people in the City. are not inclined to let him off easily, if he makes a bad peace. He
answers, very candidly, that he thinks
if a bad peace is
made it must be their own fault. H e considers the Cape

* Despatch No. IO from Fauchet, French Minister in America, giving an
account of the whiskey insurrection in Western Pennsylvania, was sent to
his government atParis by thecorvetteJean
Bart. Brought to, in the
Ennlish Channel, by a British man-of-war, thecaptain saw thathe must
strike his flag, and threw the despatches overboard, where they were picked
UP almost immediately by a British sailor. Fauchet's letter was sent to Lord
Grenville, and through Oliver Wolcott, then Secretary of the Treasury, was
put into Washington's hands. H e requested Randolph to defend himself.
That day he resignedhis office af Secretary of State.
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of Good Hope as an important acquisition, and truly
it is. Trincornaleeis also takenbeforethistime,inall

so

probability. Thus Britain
is at length the complete
mistress of the East. I take it for granted that these places
will not be given up. Mention to Lord Grenville that it
would be a pleasing thing to America if he procured the
release of Lafayette. H e says the prejudices here are so
strongagainst him. Uponwhich I smile, and say the
King has too much good sense to mind anything which
may have happened. ‘ Oh, yes, to be sure !’ ‘And as to
anything else, you know, my lord, it depends entirely on
His Majesty’s Council ! ’ I add that Lafayette is a person
of great intrigue, and that with such a weight
of obligation hanging about his neck he can in no decent manner
act against the British interest in America, to which countryhe will getsoonerorlater,Moreover,keeping
his
own secret, it will be a good thing to come out with, when
opposition shall be loud on the subject. Speaking
of the
ministerappointed to represent,thisCourt
in America,
I
hesays : YourfriendWoronzowisveryangrythat
havetakenListonfromConstantinople.
H e won’t understand that it is more important for us to hare an able
minister in America than at the Pbrte.’ “
TheImperialminister,whocalled
on methisday
[December ~ q t h ] ,tells m e that the French have made a
in
detachment of eightthousandmenfromtheirarmy
Holland, and it is from thence that a report has arisen
of
theevacuation.HesaystheEnglish
insist strenuously
on their keeping Flanders. He thinks the King of France
must be left on one side in the negotiation for peace, and
that they. must keep themselves in a situation to take advantage of circumstances which may arise in the interior.
Call on Mr. Adams, who is a little c&cM of the French
politics. Wedine
at Mr. Church’s,andinconversing
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about our City dinner he repeats andurges, what he mentioned t o me at the time, and Church thinks, that General
Washington’s health was drunk at an improper time. All
these things appear to be very small.”
In a letter to Washington, dated December Igth, Morris
wrote in reference to Mr. Adams as follows :
“When I first saw Mr. Adams (understanding that he
was empowered to negotiate with this country during Mr.
Pinckney’s absence), I offered him any assistance which I
could give, but, tomy great surprise, he told
me that he was
here merely as a private individual. A day or two afterwards, Lord Grenville gave me very different information.
We then conversed about what I conceived to be the policy of Great Britain. And let me
say herethatnothing
will so strongly affect the government of this country as
the view of an American navy, though in embryo ; wherefore I domostardentlydesirethatsomethingmaybe
done this session towards its establishment.
‘ I A strange story has been handed about here of a conspiracy between the French minister and others.
I presume that it arose
from the affair of Mr. Edmund Randolph,
which Lord Grenville related to
m e ; also the additional
hints communicated by him to Mr. Jay for youruse. I feel
myself bound to communicate to you
a circumstance which
has somerelationtothesameobject.Shortlyaftermy
successor arrived in Paris (viz., two, or at most three days)
a person who was in the habit of telling me what passed
called, and began a conversation by saying : ‘ This new
minister you have sent us will never do here.’ ‘ Why 7 ’
‘ H e is either a blockhead himself or thinks that we are
SO.’
‘ I can’t suppose either to be the case, as I know him
to be strongly attached to your revolution. I should think
he would succeed very well.’ ‘ No, it is impossible. Only
think of a man’s throwing himself into thearms of the first
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persons he met with on his arrival and telling them he had
no doubt but that, if they would do what was proper here,
he and his friends in America would turn out Washington.
If he meant to deceive us the artifice was toogross, and if
he was in earnest that circumstance proves him to be unworthy of our confidence. Besides, he made this declaration to people who, thoughtheystandhighatpresent,
must soonlose ground, for reasons I have already cornmunicated.' ' I cannotbelieve the fact.' ' You may rely
on it, 'tis true. I did not hear him, nor haveI yet seen him,
but it was mentioned to me by one of those to whom he
spoke immediately after it had passed, and I have taken
t h e earliestopportunitytoinform
you of it.' He then
told me other parts of the conversation of him and of his
secretary,particularlythelatter,whichrancounterto
the views of the ruling party, although intended to flatter
them.
'' I own that, notwithstanding the clear and direct manner in which this was stated, I did not believe it, but concluded my informant to have been deceived. I took, however, the earliest opportunity to apprise Mr. Monroe that
he was mistaken as to the temper and views of those in
power, and to desire that he would recommend caution to
Mr. Skipwith, leaving him to take to himself as much of
therecommendationasheshouldthinkproper.
I shall
add nothing on this chapter, except my fervent wish and
earnest exhortation that you do by no means resign. You
cannot conceive how important it is to our foreign concerns that you should hold your seat. I dare say that you
must see every day that it is essential to our dearest domestic interests. So Godgrant you healthandinspire
you with the determination to exercise that firmness and
decision of character with which his Divine Providence
has endowed you.
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I find this willbe but a desultoryletter,Jhough
I
think youwill gleansomething fromit.
You willhave
seen that M. dePuisaye is arrested by the royalists of
the Western Coast of France. I f it was not from treason
it was certainly through great incapacity that he caused
It was, indeed,
thefailure of theQuiberonexpedition.
too feeble, but the plan was his own, and though
I think
the minister here confided in him too much, that does not
I am persuadedthatgreat
eflessenhisresponsibility.
forts would have been made from hence in that quarter,
and probably with effect ; but the wild thunder manifesto
of the new French King rendered it impossible to stand
well in his favor. Hence a change of system became unavoidable, and the administration had reason to congratulate themselves that they had gone no further. The bringi n g back to the Vendee that victorious army which
had
dictated term's of peace to feeble Spain obliged the
royalists to disperse and conceal
themselves, but late transactions on the German frontier having obliged the French
Government to re-enforce their armies, and send to that
effect the troops which overawed Paris, those in La Vendee
are, it seems, to replace them, andso the disaffected begin
again to hold up their heads. It has not escaped your penetration that France is now a military government, and of
course still in the straight roadto single despotism, should
she obtain peace with the Allied Powers, but there seems
at present to be a very wide distance between her expectations and theirs. She doubtless
is exhausted, but what
convulsive struggles she may still make seems uncertain ;
in my opinion, not much. Austria is also much weakened
i n her finances. But this country is still fresh as a youthful bridegroom, of which nothingcan afford a clearer
Proof than the present complaints among one party
of
the moneyed men that they had not permission to supply
VOL. IL-IO
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the ministerwith eighteen millions a t ,44 13s. 6d. per cent.
interest This new loan bears above ten per cent. advance
in the market, although there is no covenant on the part
is exof government not to open a new one. Indeed, it
for the
pected that a considerable sum will be borrowed
Emperor, and so high is the spirit of the people upon the
late successes of the Austrian armies that hemay have just
as much as he chooses to ask for. It is on the ground of
these superior resources that the well-informed here expect His Majesty's ministers will be able to dictate their
own terms to France. This could not be done should that
country come forward and
offer now to retire from Holland and Flanders, which, by and by, they will be forced
to do; and even at present nothing will, I believe, prevent
Marshal Claerfayt from attempting, at least, to march into
the Low Countries but the well-grounded doubt whether
he could seasbnably collect the needful magazines for the
moment
subsistence of his army. I t isexpectedevery
here that an express will arrive to announce the capture
of Trincomalee and the valuable island of Ceylon. Great
Britain willsoonpossess
alltheDutch
possessions in
India which she may think it worth while to take. As to
Santo Domingo, the elementshave hitherto fought infavor
of the French, and detained here the immense armament
fittedoutagainst
it-not lessthan twenty-fivethousand
effective men. Let the success be what it
may, the effort
iswonderful.
I have already assigned a sufficientreason
why I say nothing on the subordinate questions depending between this country andus ; neither will I say a word
about Mr. Pinckney's treaty with Spain, which you
will
I
doubtlessreceivebeforethis
letterreachesyou.But
will droR one hint upon a great leading point ; viz., the
right of neutral powers to trade with the West India colonies of a belligerent power, upon a permission given by
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such power during the war. I will not discuss this as a
question of law, neither would I ever or in any situation
attempt to support what I conceive to be unjust. Yet, as
a statesman, I will venture to say that this government is
contending now for the very point which it is our interest
toestablish,andwhichwouldformourmainreliance
should we be engaged in any war against those who have
such colonies.”
Go t o Wimbledon [December z ~ s t ]to dine with Lady
Sutherland. Meet there Mr. Canning, the newly appointed
Deputy Secretary of State, a young man of abilities. Mais
Za f t i e Zui ioume unpeu. We pass a pleasant afternoon and
evening.”
‘‘ At three o’clock [December loth] I go to Court, where
I see the Dukes of Montrose and Argyll. Promise to call
on them. TheKing is in highspirits.Afterthelevee
ride in, the park ; then change my dress, and call on the
Duc deCastries.SeeMoustier,who
is goingtothe
of things there and in
coast of Brittany to see the state
Normandy.”
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CHAPTER XXXIV.
of is passes the winter of 1796 in London. News of the armistice on the
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of the
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Mrs. Vassal.

T

HE winter of 1796 Morris passed in London, watching

the progress of events on the Continent, and enjoying the society of his many friends
among the hzrgre’s.
Thehospitality of numbers of Englishfriendsand
acquaintances was always acknowledged in his diary, which
daily records an opera-party, a dinner, or a supper. Foreign affairs naturally commanded the larger share
of his
attention, and rumors concerning the movements
of the
armies, as well as facts, are to be found in the pages
of
the diary. “There is nothing new,” saystheentry
for
January Sth, “ but I find the people in theCity are getting
of
off theirhighbutfalseopinion
of theFrenchplan
finance. The gazette (the London Times*) announces an
armistice between the French and Austrians on the Rhine,
the account of which reached town at one o’clock, by way
of Paris, to-day.”
“ Some mailsare arrived from Hamburg [January11th1.

“ The Times, with four of the great English journals, appeared about the
year 1771,and journalism became a responsible agent in the affairs of the
world.
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The news of the armistice on the Rhine stand confirmed,
but no particulars are, it wouldseem, containedinthe
letters received.”
Apropos of the measures taken in France to establish
their finances, Morris wrote to Washington on the 11th of
January :
6 . These measures may perhaps be announced in Amof human wisdom, butalso IS
ericaastheperfection
inevitablyproductive of thebest effects ; in which respect they would differ from those perfections of wisdom
heretoforeexhibitedonthattheatre.
Our experience in
America could have proved (had proof beennecessary)
thatthenatural
effect of papermoney
is to consume
all thepersonalproperty
of acountry.Theassignats
were going on in theirnaturalprogression,when,after
the revolution of the10th of August,measures of i n creasing cruelty were successively adopted to force propertyout of the hands of its owners, or at least to rensame
der the possession of ithighlydangerous.Atthe
time thetotalsuspension
of foreigncommerceshut up
all remainingcommoditieswithinthecountry,andthe
permission to export was onlx granted in exchangefor
articles wanted by the government, which gave its paper
for those things which it ‘obliged the owner to
sell, and
which all but its agents were prohibited from buying, by
the very same means which compelled the sale. Mankind
were pretty generally the dupesof these appearances, and
althoughtheyweregoingontoincreasethenominal
amount of their paper to more than the fee simple of the
whole country was worth, people
whose habits and profession should have taught them better persisted
in the ‘
absurd ideathat all that mass ofpaperwouldbepaid
according to its specified value. When I left France, that
system of terror being for a while suspended, I did not
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hesitatetodeclarethatthepaperwouldfallrapidly;
and being pressed by one of its advocates to say how far
and in what period, gave it as my opinion that it might
in a year be ata hundred for one. Strange as this opinion
thenappeared,experiencehasmorethanjustified
it.
I meant to say, but i t .
This is a tedious preface to what
even
seemed proper to show, by example, that the idea
of professional men may be erroneous upon this subject,
which our experience has (I believe) enabled us to considermorematurelythanmanyothers.
You willhave
seen that one of the first plans suggested in France was to
issue, under a different name, new paper for the
old. As
this was not adopted, the absurdity need not be detailed.
“Another plan, which does not appear to have been
madepublic,was
to callonindividuals
of propertyto
give to the government their negotiable bonds and then
to obtain supplies on the credit of those bonds, the cash
to be supplied (in the first instance) at a great discountby
societies of moneyed men in Paris, and these to reimburse
themselveswithadvantage
bysale
of sharesinsuch
operations to wealthy foreigners. This plan
wasimpracticable ; notmerelyfromthedonbtwhetherforeigners
would embark their funds in such speculations, but
also
from the warft of capitalists in France to set the machine
in motion. These have been destroyed pecuniarily by the
assknafs, and physically by the guibtine. I come now to the
fheoreticaZQ,
plan which was actually adopted. This consists,
of three parts : First, to issue only thirty million livres in
assignats ; secondly, to fix their relation to specie at one
hundred, which would reduce the
mass to three hundred
millions ; thirdly, to exact by force, and under the name
of a loan, the contribution of six hundred millions (over
and above all other taxes), of which one-half be paid .in
paper at one hundred, and the other half in specie. The
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reasoningonthis
fine system isconclusive.
Thepaper
moiety of the loan pays off all the assignats. The specie
moiety pays the expenses of the ensuing campaign,which
cannot but prove glorious to the republic; and then she
opens the year 1797 with a trivial remnant of her ancient
debt,muchofwhichwasprudentlydischarged
by the
guillotine, and with a prodigious landed property which
on
to issue new assignats and run again round the circle which
she will have then just completed.
“This reminds me of a sophism which some one tried
to palm on me when I was a child, that if a tortoise had
the start of a fox, the fox would never overtake him because it was impossible, though the fox should go ten
times faster than the tortoise, but that this must
g o some
move
distance, viz., a tenth of whattheothershould
over, and then while he was going that tenth the other
would haveadvancedonehundredth,and
so on ad injnitum. My answer was, let the fox make a good jump.
Now thosewhohavereasonedinthemannerbefore
stated never thought of the good jump. The
sun1 of the
now exhausted
argument amounts to this: That France,
beyond anything of which modern times can furnish an
example, should be able not only to defray the expenses
of a vigorous war, and that, too, with a most prodigal administration, but also to discharge a debt of twelve millAs to
ions sterling. This
is, at first blush, an absurdity.
,paying the debt it is indeed very easy, for by nominally
increasing the amount it will (by the force
of depreciation)
200,
discharge itself. The assignats are already at about
and if extended to 40,000 millions they will be under 400,
in which case the amount will be only one hundred millions, or four millions sterling ; that is, one-third of what
as to the expenses of
the system-makers calculated. But
thecampaign,that is a different affair. Shouldtheyre-
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tire within their
own limits, and openly profess the
determinationtomakepeace,providedtheirlimitswere
secured to them, it is hard to say what might
be the extent of those efforts which they might yet make. For
in
this case we must take into calculation the national pride,
her characteristic enthusiasm, and the force of a government the most absolute in its nature, and whose members
haveeverythingtogainandto
lose. As thesecircumstances go out of the usual course of financial calculation,
I will notdwelluponthem.
My object was merely to
convey some ground for the opinion I entertain that the
of finance is radically defective,
newlyadoptedsystem
inasmuch as it appears to my mind self-evident that no
force of taxationcansqueezeoutfromthepeople
of
France a s u m equal to the unavoidable expenditures. So
that, if their enemies persist in the
war, they must keep
the press a-going as long as anything can be done with it,
and then resort to the convulsive struggles of despair.
u But, I hear you say, will their enemies persist
i n the
to answerthat
war ? I own to you that I amnotable
question decisively. I will not speak of the views which
I suppose this Court to have, but all the world, except the
in opposition,seethat
members of Parliamentwhoare
Britain is gaining more by the present war than she ever
did in any equal period of time during her history. Austria cannot but feel that the contest wears her down
for
from
the sake of recovering the Low Countries, which,
their remote situation, mnst ever be an onerous and precariouspossession.ShouldFrancethereforecedeher
immeconquests, I cannot see why the Emperor should not
diately quit the game, and proceed
to thoseexchanges
andarrangementswhich
will suit his views. It is true
and with Russia
that his engagement with this country
might stand in the way, bpt, kfter making certain p r o p -
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sitions to the former, he might hold himself excused by
their non-acceptance, and the Empress (by the by, there
of
is a report of her death) would rather have the aid
her Imperial ally to secure the spoils of Poland, against
any attempt which might be made by Prussia and Turkey, than furnish a body of her troops to be employed on
the Rhine. Will the desire
of re-establishing the House
any material operation ? O n
of Bourbon in France have
this subject I will write to you at
my first leisure, This
is enough,Ifear,totireyour
patience.”
“ G o to the drawing-room [January 18thI where, being
a birthday, is all the world. Their Majesties me font bun
acceuiZ. The Duke of Clarence asks me if I am Minister
herefromAmericainstead
of Mr. Pinckney. I tell him
no, and express some surprise at the question. He tells
me that he has learned from
a 1ady.whom he mentions,
and who is a relation of Mr. Pinckney’s, that he told her
thatheconsidered
himseif nolonger RS ministerhere.
Dine with Lord Grenville. Hammond tells me that.both
Pinckney and Adams were invited, but neither
of them
came. Adams sent an excuse after accepting, and
I find
that the jealousy which I marked in his temper and the
suspicious turn of his mind have already disgusted those
whom he had to do business with. I am sorry for it. G o
to the ball, where I see very good dancing
by the members
of the royal family.
The Prince of Wales, in particular,
dances a minuet extremely well.”
“Dine with Sir John Sinclair at the Highland Society
[January ~gth]. There are three other guests, and on his
motion, in our preseme, we are chosen honorary members.
I write a few stanzas, which I desire Sir John Macpherson
to turn intoverse.
When virtue and freedom came down from on high,
On the mountains they fix’d their abode;
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They brenth’d the pure air which is nearest the sky,
Ate the food that kind nature bestow’d.
They saw vice and tyranny gloom on the plain,
And boast the perfection of art ;
On these they Iook’d down with deservPd disdain
And chose for their temple the heart.
Hence their favorite children, you ever will find,
Mid the highlands and mountains still stray.
Would you know a true son, why, look at his mind ;
In the field it is noble, in company gay.

I leave the stanzas with them and walk quietly off.”
‘‘ Dine with the Duke of Argyll [January PIS^], where I
meet the Lord Chancellor, who
has, it seems, desired to
become acquainted with me. H e is very pleasant and in
good spirits.Theweatherthisday
is wonderfully fine.
The Chancellor,speaking of the state of themorals in
this country and consequently of crimes, says that in nine
years that he attended Courts of Oyer and Terminer, always in his turn and often
out of it, he never had once
occasion to pass sentence for murder; also that, having
inquired on this subject
of therecorder, who had been
fifteen years in office, he was told that the condemnations
for it in this city during that period
were at the rate of
tone annually.Sundryotherthingsarementionedto
at the idea
show the horror entertained by Englishmen
of shedding human blood.”
“This morning [January 21st] go to Court. The Duke
of Montrose, who is one of my guests at dinner to-night,
tells me just before he goes away that he
has heard the
is put back.This,
armamentunderAdmiralChristian
which at the first blush would seem to be an untoward
event, will probably turn out quite otherwise. The weathfrom the
e r still continuesveryblustering;highwind
westand southwest. I afterwardshearthatone
of the
I
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transports from Admiral Christian’s squadron or, rather,
fleet,which
hadputback(theSuttonIndiaman)has
founderednearPlymouth,butthemenare
saved. It
seemsprobablethatthewhole
fleet hasreturned, and
probably a number of them have gone down, for these
a dreadful sea in the
heavy gales must have occasioned
chops of thechannel.The
windisstill
highfromthe
west and southwest, but generally southwest.”
“Dine at Wimbledon and stay all night (January soth].
Mr. Canning, who is one of the guests, tells us that AdmiralChristian’sfleetisarrived
at Spithead. The Lord
ChiefBaron Macdonald is here also. H e is cleverand
pleasant.”
“ G o tothedrawing-room[Februaryrrth].TheKing
has muchconversationwithCountWoronzowand
me.
His Majesty tells me, on the authorityof Admiral Pye, that
in seven weeks lately spent at seahe had not nine hours at
a time in which to set up his rigging ; this is a most uncommonstorm.
SeetheDuchess
of Gordon,who reproachesmefornotvisiting
her. Lord Westmoreland’s
conversation is a little in the style of despondency as to
the success of the war.”
“ G o in the evening [February ~ z t h ] t o t h eDuchess of
Gordon’s. I am told here that accounts are arrived
of a
separatetreaty of peacebetweenFranceandthe
Emperor.”
“Dine at Lord Gower’s [February rgth], and here Mr.
Huskissonassuresusthatthe
news of yesterday is a
forgery ; that a French gazette, called Z’&cZair, has been
to the coast,
counterfeitedinthiscityandsentdown
where it was putt into the mail and sent up to the several
Printers. Itseemsthat
a societyhadpurchasedonthe
King’s message more stock than they could pay
for, and
had invented this mode of inducing others to buy.”
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“ G o to see Count Woronzow [February rqth]. Throw
out to himtheidea
of bringing Prussia forward by an
exchange of Hanover for Cleves and Prussian Guelders,
given to Holland in exchange for the Island of Flushing,
given with Flanders to England in exchange for Bavaria,
given to the Emperor in exchange for Alsace, to be surrendered back to the empire of France. He startles at t h e
idea of strengthening Prussia”
“Dine en f a m i l e with Lord Gower and Lady Sutherland [February ~gth]. Go hence to the House of Commons, expecting a long debate, in which I am completely
disappointed, for Mr. Fox sits down two sentences after
our arrival, and the question is put. The ministers have,
as might well be expected, a clear and decided majority.
In the debate Mr. Grey WRS very feeble, running over old
anduselessground,butexpressedtheideathatGreat
if the
BritainshouldsolicitpeacefromFrance,even
formerwere in astate of humiliating distress. Mr. Pitt
had greatly the vantage-ground, and in a discreet speech
of some length said nothing, not being in fact called on
Mr.
tosayanything.
Mr. Fox
endeavored
to
cover
Grey’s blunder by declaring that he would risk and suffer
everything to preserve the national honor.“
“ G o to Her Majesty’s drawing-room [February 17th],
and see for the first time the Princess of Wales. She has
theeye of senseandspirit.Intheevening
visit at Madame Ciricello’s, where I see the Duchess of Tremouille
andherfriend
Miss Faniani,whohasveryimpressive
eyes. TheDuc de Castriestells m e thattheKing
of
France has transmitted assurances fit and proper to calm
theapprehensionswhich
his proclamationhad raised.
Mr. Pinckney, whom I see, shows a paper containing the
answer of the President of the United States to the address of the French minister on presenting him a
flag.
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This answer is not what I like, for it commits the President to an approbation of the new French Constitution.
I t will work rather ill here.”
41 Dine at Mr. Pinckney’s [February
zzd]. I t is Washington’sbirthday. H e issixty-fouryearsofage.Doctor
Romainetellsmethathe
is determinedtoresign
his
office, andattributesittohisconvictionthathewould
notbeunanimously
re-elected. H e says, further,that
the kind reception given
by him to Randolph, for many
daysprevioustothecommunication
of M. Fauchet’s
letter,andafterit
was in hispossession,hasinjured
him in the public opinion ; that Randolph says his heart
is black as that of Caligula, and in so saying makes some
disciples. I fearthatall isnot well in ourcountry. Mr.
Adams, who was with me this morning, in his wrath and
indignationattheconduct
of theBritishGovernment,
seemedabsolutely mad. Hebreathednothingbutwar,
of our fiandwas contenttorunintoitatthehazard
nancesandeven
of ourConstitution.Suchsentiments
arise in him only for the moment and would not certainly
influence his conduct ; but such language, if held &those
who should’repeat it, mustdomischiefhere.
I tell him,
when he assertsthattheadministration
of this c o u n t y
means ill to us, that I think they only mean good to themselves, excepting always two or three men
who are personally vexed at our prosperity.”
“Go after dinner, at four [Februaryz6th], to LordGOWer’s, buthenotbeingathome
I stepupto
ask Lady
Lord Carlisle is there,and
Sutherlandhowshedoes.
her ladyship tells me that her lord is down at the House
already ;advises my going thither, and returning if I don’t
find him. I go,and meeting him on the way he puts me
in. I stay til1 fiye before the debate begins, and till three
when the question has been taken and is decided in favor

_ I
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of theaccused minister. Mr. Pitt is certainlythebest
speaker in the House of Commons. H e explains his conduct in a manner highly honorable to himself, but, on the
otherhand, Fox andSheridan,whofollowhim,make
many sharp and‘shrewd observations.”
“Mr. Hammond tells me [March zd] that the ratification of the treaty had not reached America, but only a
copy of it. He attributes this to a neglect of Mr. Deas,
and seems to think that the Americans here
in office are
notfriendly.
H e also tells me that five thousandhorses
were to be purchased in America for the cavalry sent out
fromhence.This
is enormous. Mr. Pinckneycomesto
see me ; he seems desirous of information, without asking
it. I ask him if he has seen Franklin, and what accounts
hebrings.
H e tells me thatFranklinseemsto
know
nothingaboutpublic
affairsin France. I askhimwhat
Monroe says. Hetells me that,Monroe,he believes, is
very little acquainted with what
i s passing. I say that I
have reason to believe he is not now well pleased or well
treat . H e saysthatthegovernmenthavebeencool
towar s him ever since Mr. Jay’s treaty; moreover, that
the Fre3nch are now taking our vessels in the West Indies
boundtoBritish
ports. On my mentioning my surprise
at the number of horses bought u p for the West Indies,
hetellsme
that the British are purchasing in America
all kinds of live stock they can lay hold of, of every kind.
I dine at home and go in the evening to the opera. There
is B very fine ballet.”
Private advices from Paris of an alarming nature having come to Morris, he hastened to communicate them t o
Washington on March 4th, as follo.ws :
“ A fleet is to conduct to you the new French Minister,
who will be directed to exact in the space of fifteen days
a categorical answer to certain questions. What these are

3
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I can only conjecture, but suppose that you will, in effect,
becalledon
to takepartdecidedlywithFrance.
Mr.
Monroe will no doubt endeavor to convince the rulers of
that country that such conduct will force us into the war
against them ; but it is far from impossible that the usual
violence of their counsels will prevail.
"The last letter which I had the honor to write was of
the 11th January. On the subjects then mentioned
I will
as bad as I
only say that the French finances are quite
supposedtheywould
be, thatanothercampaignseems
now unavoidable, and that it is
so much the interest of
some among the Allied Powers to restore royal authority
in France that I think it will now form a real object. If
you ask my opinion of the chances, I will tell you that,
properlyattempted,itmust,humanlyspeaking,beeffected."
To AlexanderHamilton,forobvious.reasons,Morris
wrote more fully than to Washington, under the same
date.
He says :
" I have just written
to the President to communicate
some intelligence just received from Paris. This letter
is
dated in Paris the 15th of last month. You may be sure,
by my communicating this to you, that I have confidence
Now, mydear
in thesourcesfromwhichit
isderived.
friend, I have barely stated to the President the intention
as to the new minister.
His late declaration as to the existing French Government has prevented me from saying
a word to him on a subject where he has, I think, comTo you I will declare my conviction that
mitted himself.
this government cannot stand, whether the monarchy be
restored or not. The people in general
are averse to it.
The adherents to the royal cause grow daily more numerous. If I knew decidedly the steps to be taken in aid of
them, 1 could tell you almost with certainty whether they
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would be successful, for the state of that country now presents sufficient data on which to reason
soundly. I need
if theFrenchrulerspersist
in the
notsaytoyouthat
measures which are above mentioned America will probably be obliged to take part in the war. On a former occasion, when they talked somewhat highly, I told them that
they could certainly force us into the contest, but as certainly it would be against them, let the predilection
in their
favor be ever so great, because it would be madness in us
to risk ourcommerce against the navy of the world; that
to join them coulddo them no good, and mustdo us much
evil. Thaf time,theybelieved me. Whatrepresentations
Monroe may make I cannot pretend to divine, and much
less the effect of them.Supposing,however,thatyou
should be driven t o make this election, you will naturally
weigh not only the naval force, but also the financial resources, of the opposed powers. The noisy folks with you
to France, and
will undoubtedly be loud on our obligations
on the long list of our grievances from England.
As to
the former, I think we should always seek to perform acts
of kindnesstowardsthosewho,atthebidding
of their
Prince, stepped forward to fight our
battles. Nor would
I ever permit a frigid reasoning on political motives
to
damp those effusions of sentiment which are as laudable
in a nation as they are desirable in a private citizen. But
would it be kind to support that
power which tyrannizes
over France and reduces her inhabitants to untold misery?
Would it be grateful to mix with, much
less toleague
with, those whose hands are yet red with the bloodof him
"howas our real protector? Would it be decent?
As to
the conduct of Britain towards us, although I see as clearly
as others the ground which we have to complain, and can
readily account for the resentments which have been
excited, yet I give due weight to the causes by which that
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conduct was instigated, and if in some cases I find it unjustifiable, I cannot consider it as in all cases inexcusable.
Provided, therefore, that our honor be saved, I am so far
from thinking that the injuries
we have endured should
become the source of inextinguishable hatred and perpetual &r that I would rather seek in future amity andgood
offices the fair motive for consigning them to oblivion. I
have not, my dear Hamilton, any such view of our political machinery as to judge what may be the effect of lofty
will be
menace. I apprehendthatsomefeeblecounsels
given. Whetherthey will be receivedandpursuedyou
I
best know, and will doubtlessactaccordingly.What
have to ask is that you would put yourself
in the way of
being consulted; I mean locally, for should you be at a
distance the time may be too short for communication.
'(I t is possible, after all, that the demand may turn on
a single point, viz., that we shallnolongerpretendto
goods of an
claim an exemption from seizure for those
enernjwhichmaybefound
in ourships.
If so, the
case is plainandeasy.We
slideback
tothe law of
nations, which it is our
interest
to
preserve
unimpeached. Probably we shallbecalledonforourguarantee of Santo Doming0 ; and here many questions will
arise, in the course of which we shall see, perhaps, some
wise and virtuous slave-masters contending for the propriety of generalemancipation,withallitsconsequent
certain
to
me that
the
train of crimes. It appears
FrenchDirectorywould
not risk highlanguageto
us
if.they had not received previous assurances that the people would force our Government to sacrifice the national
interest. Theseassurances were, Ipresume,given,and
the present plan proposed, while victory seemed yet bound
to the French standards, and while you received official
assurances of the prosperous state of their internal affairs.
VOL. II.-IX
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The scene is now not only changed but almost reversed,
and I presume the language, if not the conduct, of certain
persons will experience a similar change.”
“To-day [March roth] Lord Gower takes an early dinner
with me, and we go to the House of Commons. Mr; Grey
is speaking, when we arrive, in support of his motion to
go into a committee of the whole House on the state of
t h e nation. The general ground
of his argument is that
thirty-five millions have already been expended under authority of Parliament in prosecution of the war, but that
there remain thirty-one millions unauthorized ; that in this
unprecedentedwaste
of moneythenationhasgained
nothing, and that if a peace were immediately concluded
the annual taxes must be raised to the amount of twentya peaceestablishment.
Mr. Jenkinson
onemillionsfor
and.Mr.Steelereply(withsomeothers).Jenkinson
is
the chief, who compares the expense of this war with that
of the last, contends that much more
has been done for
with
the money spent, and that they have had to contend
a nation who has spent in the contest not merely her revenue but her capital ; that, notwithstanding that nation’s
unprecedented exertions, her marine is ruined. Mr. Grey
makes a very able reply, but on division a great majority
Fox took
joinin rejectinghismotion.NeitherPittnor
to
part in thisdebate-eachreservinghimselftoreply
the other. I think the former is outgeneralled, for Grey’s
speech will make impression out of doors.”
I go to Court [March ryth], which is very
brilliantA5 I am about t o come
more so thanonthebirthday.
awayLordGrenvillecomesin,withwhom
I havesome
conversation. I think there will be no expedition against
the coast of France this season. They cannot
find force
I believe, cured of
forthepurposehere,andtheyare,
small attempts. I dine at home, and go in the evening to
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LadyLouisa
Macdonald‘srout.Am
presentedtothe
noted Mrs. Montague, and by accident to the Archbishop
of York. Lady Sutherland presents me to Lady Carlisle,
her sister-in-law, as is, indeed, Lady Macdonald.”
“ G o this evening [April gth] to a conversazioneat Mrs.
Montague’s.* It is one of the finesthousesin
London ;
and, indeed, there is a room in which we sat that, if less
gilt,would be very fine. There is muchgoodcompany
here. Theoldlady
is indisposed,butstillindefatigable
in doing the honors of her company. The ancient Miss
Morris is here, who continues to claim kindred.”
“This morning [April 14thl I go to the Queen’s drawing-room. Theyare in high spirits. CountStaremberg,
who is overjoyed at the answer of the French Directory,
speaks of it to the Queen as being a piece of very good
news. Sheprudentlyanswers
in German,on
which I
tell her that I think she was right in speaking that
lanprudent.’
guageuponthat
occasion. ‘ I believeitwas
‘Yes, madam, much more so than the speech to which you
replied.’ T h e King, however, is very open to Count
Woronzow, and to me, who arrive while they are in the discusof financewith
sion. He afterwards talks on the subject
much good sense, but in English, so that Woronzow does
not get his share of it.”
“Accountsarereceived[Aprilalth]
of animportant
victory obtained by the French in Italy.Aftersittinga
while with Lady Sutherland, who is to go to Court this
day, I walk with Lord Gower to the Exhibition Room, and
thencefrom the terrace of Somerset House take a view
*Elizabeth Montague formanyyearsdrew
about her, inherbeautiful
house inPortman Square, London, all the celebrated men of her time.
Johnson, Goldsmith, and Sir Joshua ReynoIds were numberedamong
her Wests. .She is said to have been thefounder of the literary society
the ” Blue Stocking Club.” Her principal literarywork is an essay on
the genius and writings of Shakespeare. She died in 1800,
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of the kind are
fine. TheBlackfriarsandWestminsterBridges,
St.
Paul’s and Westminster Abbey, the Tower, and shipping
whose masts form a grove in that quarter, are distinct and
striking features in the view. We go from thence to St.
Paul’s to see the monuments of Howard and Dr. Johnson.
We hear, also, part of the evening service. The sound of
theorgan
in thedome is prodigiouslysolemn.Walk
home, where I do not arrive till half-past four, and then
fatigued. Dress, take
a short ride in the park, and go to
Mr. Church’stodinner,where
I arrivethe first of his
guests. t h e Duke de Lava1 dines here. Church says the
expenditgres for the quarter ending the first of April are
already fifteenmillions.
If this be so, and (ashe insists)
no
a like expenditure is to continue, this country can by
possibility support the war.”
‘(1 go to Wimbledon to dine with Lord Gower [April
goth], andmeet
Mr. Dundas. Mr. Pitt is of theparty,
whichisaslively
as can be expected with Ministers
of
State. A list of the Austrian and French armies gives to
the former a great superiority of force. I t is official,being
from the returns of the Austrians, and the last information they have been able to obtain respecting the
force of
theirenemy.
I do not,however,believe
in it. Mr. Pitt
thinks that in the late affairs between the French and the
Allies in Italy, the former boast of victories not obtained,
andwhichwillprovedifferent,perhapsopposite,tothe
1 think he flattershimselftoomuch,
Frenchaccounts.
though I have no doubt that the Executive Directory have
exaggerated.”
“The Duke of Monttose calls on me [May zd],, and sits
a little while. At four I take some cold meat with
him,
and we go down together to the House
of Lords, where the
Marquis of Lansdowne makes a strange speech, and still
90
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stranger motion. LordGrenvillerepliesverystrongly
and very well. Lord Lauderdale cracks awayin support
of the Marquis, at a great rate. Lord Kinnaird stammers
out a lame speech, which has luckily the merit of being
short. Lord Moira makes a few observations very handsomely in reply to Lord Auckland, who had, as it were,
read a puffing note on the state of the country. The Lord
Chancellor intended a neat speech, but, being much pestered by the cry of ‘ Hear ! hear !’ from Lord Lauderdale,
helost thethread of hisdiscourse.However,hesaid
enough to vex both him and Lord Lansdowne. Lord Lauo f heatand
derdale i n consequencerepliedwithmuch
flash, charging the other with marching by crooked paths
of power. TheChancellorexplained,
totheattainment
being much hurt,or, rather, he faintly statedwhy he would
not enter into explanation as to his conduct, which was
sufficiently before the public eye for the judgment
of mankind, and which was, at any rate, entitled to self-approbaa speech in
tion. LordLansdownethenconcludedby
support of his motion, after which the House divided, and
the Duke brought me home.”
“The Duc de Lava1 comes [May sth], and I take him
to M. de Spinola’s, and examine the map of the Maritime
Alps territory of Genoa containing the scene of the late
By theacactionbetween
theFrenchandAustrians,
counts, it appears that the latterhad suffered severely from
too muchandpushedtheir
having extendedtheirline
left wing toofarforward.Dineat
home, andthen go
down to the House ofCommons.
LordGowertells
me
there will be no debate this day, the business being
postponed till to-morrow.
Set him down, and then go to Mr.
Pinckney’s to get off my engagement for to-morrow’s dinner. Call on Mrs. Marshal, take a ride in the park, and
go to Lord Gower’s, where I pass the early part of
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the evening with him, the
Chief BaronMacdonald,and
their ladies.”
‘6 LordGowercallsthis
morning [May6thI.Dine
early, call for him, and we go down together to the House
of Commons. Mr. Grey makes a violent speech, attacking
the Minister as an impeachable offence for that he had
leftunpaidneartwoyearssumsgrantedforparticular
purposes, and applied them to other purposes..
Mr. Pitt
confesses the fact, and triumphantly justifies. His answer
isveryable, and quite convincing. Mr. Fox replies in a
speechfull of soundand fury, signifyingnothing.The
Oppositionhaveneverthelessthirty-eight
votes. Colonel
Bastard and I walk a great part of the way home together.
H e (as we are speaking of America) says we have bullied
them, to which I reply that we had, on the contrary, borne
more from them than any one nation ought ever to bear
fromanother,andhavingmentionedtheunjustifiable
capture, come next to the incitationof the Indians against
us. He, on. the part of Simcoe (who is, I find, his intimate
friend), denies his concern in it, but admits his desire to
de nmo as the means of exkeep the posts lately added
tending the British Empire in that quarter. He says that
their hopes are now at an end, for that Vermont has conthat
nected itself with the United States, and, moreover,
they have used Kentucky very
ill, whose agents were in
this country, and who
was inclined to unite with them.
Imust (if occasionfavors)againturntheconversation
with him to this same topic.
“ Call on Sir John Sinciair [May gth], and see a model
of athreshing-machine.See,
also, Mr. ArthurYoung.*
Mr.R Penn and Major Barclay dine with me. The latter,
as I am taking him home, lets out some
bile respecting
America, and in particular says that the powers of Europe
* T h e author of Travels through France in 1789
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must certainly prevent ,it from becoming a great
power.
Above all, we mustnot be permitted to havea fleet. I
go to Mrs. Montague’s, where I pass the evening.”
“After dinner [May ~ o t h ]I go to the House of Commons, and there I hear the close of Fox’s speech, together
with the able refutation of it by Pitt. He has the advantage in argument greatly, thanks to the French Directory,
and also to ill-judged measures and unfounded principles
of his opponents”
“This morning [May17thJ I walk outtoKensington,
and call on Madame de Graave, who tells me
of an intended marriage between Madame de Flahaut and
M. de
Souza ; also of a coldness between him and her respecting
the Duke of Orleans. I presume that he has been un peu
mysfe‘rieux,and she un peu lkg2t-e ct cet Sgard. H e is a little
at
compromised, it seems, in Walkier’s bankruptcy. Dine
Lord Breadalbane’s, where isMr.
a McLeod,a man of nmch
interesting anecdote, which rumbles on in a Scotch accent
badly concealed. He tries to talk English, and thinks he
succeeds.Puisignieudescribedto
me, withakind
of
horror, the uncouth manners of two young men fresh from
France, their irreverence, etc. Mr. Clavering, who dined
at LordBreadalbane’s,mentionedcircumstancesinthe
marriage of the Prince of Wales which show that a story
I heard of their extreme disunion is not unfounded.“
“Dine [May 21st] with Mrs.Vassal, and pass the evening
there. Her son-in-law, Sir Godfrey something Webster,*
is here, whose lady is on her route from Italy, accompanied
by LordHolland.Monsieurlemariseemsquiteunsuspicious and unconcerned. A very large party at cards.”

*

Lady Webster, afterward divorced from Sir Godfrey, became the wife
of Lord Holland, and was the friend of Sydney Smith. of Macaulay, and of a
dozen others of the distinguished men of the early part of this century, and
for many years the presiding genius of Holland House.
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I dine with Sir John Sinclair [May 23dJ. He has here
a Mr. Irvin, whom I renlernber of a long time ago. It was
he who formerly contended that the people of this island
should be forced by starvation to provide a sufficiency of
bread from their own soil. He has still the same feeling
with regard to America. A Mr. Strickland, who has just
corne from that country, holds different ideas”
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CHAPTER XXXV.
Moms

goes toSwitzerlandin June, 1796 Lord Grenville provides him
withletters,Altona
TheDuke
of Orleans.Journeyto
Berlin.
Berlin. Count
de
Haugwite.
Conversation
with
M. Kalitchoff.
Dines with Prince Ferdinand. Introduced to the Princess Dowager
of
Hesse.DineswithCount
Haugwitz. First of aseries of letters to
Lord Grenville. DineswiththeRussianminister.Longconversation. MadamedeNadaillac.LettertoLadySutherland.Letter
toLordGrenville.DinneratLord
Elgin’s. Anannouncement of
a victory of the French at Brescia. An evening at Prince Ferdinand’s.
Dines with Marshal Von Mollendorf. Leaves Berlin.

.

N June of thisyearMorris

was suddenlycalled, by
some“indispensablecircumstances,totakea
journey intoSwitzerland ; andmysense
of propriety,”he
wrote to Washington, “induces me to make the long and
inconvenientcircuit
of Hamburg inpreference to the
short cut through France.” In this same letter he
said :
“ Short as this letteris, I must not close without the tedious
repetition how important I conceiveit to be thatyou
should continue in office. Would you require avery strong
it from the last
reason indeed? You yourselfshallgive
four months of our history, and I will freely consent to
your retirement when you can designate a successor who
will fr&&hold thesentimentsandpursuetheconduct
yours of December. But even then you
mentionedin
ought to consider that it
is not given. to every man to
bend the bow of Ulysses, whatever may be his wishes or
intentions,and well know thatweight of character is,
in arduous circumstances, quite as useful as strength of

1
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mind, God grant you long life and good health ; the rest
you will take care of. Farewell. I am, ever yours.” ‘
Morris left London on the 7th of June for Switzerland,
of the king, partaken of
havingpreviouslytakenleave
farewell dinners with various friends, and conversed with
he
Lord Grenville, “which conversation, though short,”
says, 44amountsneverthelesstoagreatdealin
substance.” H e left amply provided by Lord Grenville with
letters.
After the various vicissitudes experienced at that time
when crossing the North Sea from Gravesend
to Altona in
a Dutch sailing-vessel-“sleeping in a so-called bed upon
a mattress about two feet too short, with no sheets and
but two blankets,” with a pretty fresh wind and “all
sail
of taking them
left standing so as to avoidthetrouble
i n and setting them again,” Morris arrived safely at
Altona, June 12th. “The v i s inertie of the Dutchman nearly
cost me myhorses.
At four I hearthemstampingand
strugglingupondeck.Theytumbledown,breakthe
frailstalls whichhadbeen
builtforthem,andsuch
is
the list of the ship that it is with ditEculty they can, when
clear of the wreck, keep upon their legs. I go to my old
quarters at Altona, but, alack ! they are taken, and, whatis
worse, my landlord is notathome,
so that I knownot
whetheranylodgingsaretakenformeelsewhere.
Finally, I have my baggage brought to the.,King of England
I left
Hotel.Everything is, I find, becomedearersince
this piace, or else the expectations of the innkeeper are
greatly raised by the concourse of strangers. I meet M.
Dumas this morning in the street ; he $egrets not having
believed what I told him about the assignats.”
“ A M. Macon, aide-de-camp to M. de Lafayette, calls on
me [June 20th], and consnmes a great deal of my time in
of prison. He is to
recountingprojectstogethimout

.
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send me some papers relating to his confinement,
etc. I
write less than
I ought, owing to this interruption, and
then go and partake of an indifferent dinner at Madame
in the
de Flahaut’s. Miss Mathiesengivesmealesson
Germanlanguage.TakeMadamedeFlahautdriving,
and, chcmin faisant, she tells me her whereabouts with her
Portuguese lover, M. Souza.”
“ This morning [June zgth] the Abbe deSt. Far callson
me, and then M. de Montjoie, whom I accompany to his
lodgings, and see there the Duke of Orleans, with whom I
converse on his situation and future prospects. He
is to
breakfast with me to-morrow. Return home, and, as I am
in a hurry, fearing to be late for an appointment, I hurt
my footonthewretchedpavement
of this town. The
Abbe de St. Far does not come untila long half-hour after
my return.Wedinetogetherattherestaurateur’s,and
go thence to Madame de Flahaut’s.”
(‘Thismorning[Junesoth]
MM. Montjoieand#Orleans breakfast
with
me. Settle
the
proper
arrangements with the Iatter, and take
hirn home in my way to
dinner at Mr. Parish’s. A large company here to a turtle,
and Mr. Ross, the gcndre de la maison, makes us drink an
immense dose of claret. Play at whist, and return home
late. I observe that M. Bonaparte has, in a late address to
the Tyrolese, imitated in some measure the famous proclamation of theDuke of Brunswick.Thosewhofound
the latter horrible, admire the former for its energy. Such
is thejusticeandimpartiality
of mankind. If I judge
rightly of those mountaineers, M. Bonaparte will not find
favor with them, and, after committing himself by such
sanguinary declaration, he will, by adhering to it, excite
indignation, or, by abandoning. it, contempt.”
“Thismorning[July
~ z t h ]I am up at three o’clock,
an4 after much fatigue in hurrying my servants packing
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up, I s t length get off at five on my journey to Berlin.
At Fehrbellin I take post-horses, so as to spare my own
young cattle. The waagemeister tries to make me pay for
onemorehorsethan
I ordered. H e considershimselfa
eloman of genius, and so, to show that genius, is'very
quent on every occasion, in the very worst dialect of the
German language. He is a very great patriot as fer as the
abuse of kings, nobles, priests, etc., may go, and, with high
pretensions to superiority over his fellow-servants, is disposed to consider himself on a level with his master. He
sayshedespises
Prussiaanditsgovernment
so much
that he never troubled himselfto inquire about Berlin,etc.
However, as he sits next the postilion, this one tells him
;
that postilions are forbidden to smoke through the forest
that the jlgers, if they see them doit, take away their pipes,
butyetthejlgersthemselvessmoke.Hetells
me this
with much zeal and emphasis, to prove
the oppression of
the government. What R barbarous law against the poor.
I humbly represent to him that the poor depend much for
fuel o n these forests, which may be quite consumed by the
carelessness of a postilion ; that there is no great hardship in being deprived of the use of a pipe while a man
rides from one stage to another
; that it would
be, perhaps, a useful regulation of police to prohibit smoking
anywhere, except in the apartments of a house, because
villages may be consumed by it, and remind him of our
anxietyonshipboardlestthesmokersshouldsetthe
by
hayon fire. He takes his departure from this point
asserting that there
is much more danger from the
use
I thenagain
offlambeauxbehindnoblemen'scarriages.
humbly represent to him that in the dark, rainy, or snowy
in
nights of winter, numerouscarriages,drivingabout
every directionand through narrow streets, mithout lights,
might not only injure each other but prove fatal to
foot-
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passengers ; wherefore it might be a useful regulation
of
police to oblige those who use carriages to exhibit lights.
On the whole,
I desirehimtoinquirewhetheranobleman be not equally forbidden, with all others, to smokein
the forest. Aftersomeconsultationwiththe
postilion,
he exults in the discovery that, though the law be general,
yetthejagersdonottakeawaythenoblemen’s
pipes.
Take leave to suggest that, when
a government makes just
and equal laws, it cannot be blamed merely because some
is intrusted wink at the
of those to whom the execution
breach of them ; that we ourselves, on entering the frantier, found it convenient to encourage the officers in their
delinquency by way of expeditingourjourney.Here
again, filled with patriotic zeal, he complains that the portmanteau of a foot-passenger would have been examined.
I do not find it worth while to continue the conversation
further than to suggest that the blame here,
if any, falls
on the officer and not on the prince ; besides, that one who
travels in a chariot and four is not likely to smuggle. But
the postilion makes the best commentary on the subject
by lighting his pipe, and as the smoke flies in the other’s
face and incommodes him not
a little, I simply observe
that the poor can elude the laws as well as the rich. The
postilion smokesonwithgreat
fervor,till
thepatriot
loses all patience, and would, I am persuaded, if armed at
this instantwith’legislative
power, makeitfelonyto
on this ocsmoke at all. I cannot help meditating again
casion (as on a thousand others) upon the mannerin which
t r a d s are written. A man has adopted some system
of
morality orpoliticsorreligion,eitherfromhabitor
whim, and, in the plenitude of his own infallibility, goes
on condemning the practice
of every other person and
nation, catches up single incidents and converts them into
general data, by way of supporting his hypothesis, and,
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fixing on special inhibitions without seeking the reason of
the law, condemns the legislator for those things which
most merit applause, and there where he shows himself a
provident parent, the self-conceited satirist marks him as
the object of detestation.”
ti At seven [July 17th] iRe reach the Hate1 de Russie
at
Berlin. The appearance of this town is magnificent, and
at the same time there is an air of dissoluteness which is
striking. Itreminds me st once of thePalaisRoyal.
They say that a hotterseason was neverknownhere.
Nous vcrrons.”
“In the afternoon [July 18thJ visit the ministers of Portugal, Spain,andRussia,whom
I see ; then the British
minister, who is not at home, so I leave my letter for him ;
so, also, for MM. Guillaume de Humboldt and Schmidt.
Count Haugwitz desires I will come to-morrow at eleven.
G o from M. Schmidt’stoMadamedeNadaillac’s,
who
reproaches
me
for
not
coming
sooner
etc.
Stay
till
twelveo’clock ; a small partythere h Zu f r a y a i s e . The
weather this day is warm, though not quite so hot as the
two precedingdays.
I observe,indrivingthroughthis
great unpeopled town, that the greater part
of it is built
of brick, plastered over to imitate freestone, The plastering already falls off in many places. I n effect, it is einblematical of the empire over which it presides. The immense appearances, I think, want solidity, and this power
must (unless upheld by t h e same genius and talents with
those to which it owesitsbirth)
soon fadeaway,and
figure hereafter in history as one of those grand operas
which have amused generations long since mingled with
the dust, and of which no traces are now to befound.
And yet the present situation of affairs would, if duly improved, furnish the means which are wanting
(unarrodisstmeat) to make of Prussia a permanent power.”
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'' I amengagedtowaitonCountHaugwitz"[July
~gth],which I do at eleven, for the people of this country
man. O u r conare early. Heseems to beasensible
versation is, of course, on the current affairs. I tell him
that I considerPrussia mistress, in the present Circumstances, of the fate of Europe, and throw out the idea that
Hanover appears to me necessary to the due consistency
of the Prussian Empire.
I see that this is a favorite idea.
He asks me by what means that acquisition is to be made,
and I suggest the exchange of it for Flanders, as a transaction which might perhaps be suitable to all parties. He
seems to consider that object as environed by much
of
embarrassment, and it seems to me that this arises from
the length to which they have gone
in connection with
France. H e wishes to know the reason why money is so
scarce in England, and I tell him the different causes
of
scarcity and the circumstances which have placed
it so
much in evidence. I terminate the conversation, which is
leading into length, by taking leave of him. If he wishes
anything further, he will seek it. But his chief (Bischofswerder t ) being with the King in Pyrmont, it is probable
he will leaveallthisjustwhereit
is. Weconsidered a
little the probable state of France i n time to come. I go
from hence to see Madame de Nadaillac, and take her
to
dine with the Portuguese minister. After dinner visit her
son athispension,and
we thenrideintheparktogeI learn that the
ther. Unpcu i e d r c , mais rim de conchs$
King is as much in the hands of common women as ever
Louis XV. was, and still more-if
possible. Thegreat

*

ChristianHeinrich Karl Haugwitz,aF'russian
statesman, was sent a5
Ambassador to the court of Vienna, in 1750,and became Minister of Foreign Affairsin 1792. He favoredanalliancewith
France. and wassuperseded by Hardenburg in 1807. Born in 175% he died in 18%.
t Joseph von Bischofswerder,Prussian officer andstatesman under Frederick William [I., employed in important negotiations,
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events which occupy just now the attentionof this capital
are the exilings of abandoned women and actresses, etc. ;
high-handed actsl of authority, exercised towards very insignificant persons and on very trivial occasions, serving
; but
toexciteatoncecontempt,disgust,andaversion
there are more than twenty-five thousand troops, well disciplinedandappointed,topreservethemajesty
of the
Empire. This town is built on such a dead level that the
gutters do not carryoff the water, and,of course, the stench
is great and disagreeable, probably most unwholesome.”
“ M . Kalitchoffwished to know [July zzd] whether I
thought anything could be done to serve the wandering
chief of the House of Bourbon.” I tellhimthat
in my
opinion he has nothing left but to try and get shot, redeeming by valor the foregone follies of his conduct. This,
if
if he fails, will rescue his memory from reproach, and
fate directs away the shot aimed at his
life it may restore
him to the good opinion of his nation ; that there is very
little chance of his being called to the throne
of his anby such valcestors, but if any, it is only to be secured
orous conduct as may command the respect of the French.
a conversation
The Russian minister wishes to continue
which I commenced with him the other day,
so 1g o on
and explain, under the various hypotheses which present
I conceivepossibleforthe
different
themselves,what
powers of Europe. M. d’Escardineswith me, and after
dinner I go to M. de Humboidt’s, who takes me to
see
Madame de Berg. Go from thence to Madame de Madaillac’s,who takes me to tea atMdarnede
Haugwitz’s.
The Spanish minister says that the people of Rome
are
extremely vexed at the peace made with the French
by
the Pope.”

* The

in 1814.

de Pmvence, afterward Louis XVIIL ,who came to the throne
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('This .morning [July 23dj M. de Hunlboldt calls on me,
and we go together to see a monument raised by the presellt Kingto his natural son. I dine(verymuchagainst
my wifl) with Prince Ferdinand. I was engaged to a very
agreeable party, but it seems that their Highnesses must
neverbedeniedunlessit
is from indisposition. I had,
however, written a note declining the intended honor, but
the messenger, upon looking at it, for it was a letter patent
like the invitation, said he could not deliver it, that nobody ever refused, etc.-all which I was informed of after
he was gone, and on consulting found I must go or give
mortal offence, which last I have no inclination to do ; so
I write another note and send out to hunt up the messenger. While I am abroadthisuntowardincident
isarranged, and of course I a m at Bellevue. This prince resembles thepicture of hisbrother,thelateking,but
has by nomeansthesameexpression
of countenance.
Theprincess is tolerablywell-looking, now thatshe is
made up, and the children are rather handsome than othwas one Schmiterwise. It is said that their progenitor
tau, aide-de-camp to old Frederick. Old Ferdinand has at
least theexterior of regardtothisacquiredoffspring.
The princess is overjoyed a t a piece of news she has just
heard, in such way asprovesthatit
is afabricationto
amuse her, by some courtier who kaows the gentle feelings of her breast.
A traveller, it seems, is arrived, who
heard from the servant of someothertravellerthat
in
Popular commotioq a t Vienna, consequent on the late
ill-success of the Austrian arms, the Emperor
has been
m m m x x l by the mob. She says it is a pity, for he, a
good sort of creature,innocentcause
of all theevils
which Europe groans under, and, morebver, being already
amicted with a pectoral-complaint, must naturally perish
in no distant period, ,if his days be not already shortened
VOL. IL-I2
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Ferdinandabounds in such news, andfromthesame
cause, of which .a late instance is said to have produced a
goodanecdote.Somebodyhadcontrivedtomakethe
whole host of Cond6 prisoners, and then to put them all
by so
to the sword by the victorious republicans. Elated
splendidan affair, the princess sent to
M. Caillard,the
Minister of the Republic, to know if it was true ; and he
in reply is said to have written that he had not the slightest information of so bloody an event, which it was to be
hoped,forthesake
of humanity,wasnottrue;
I sitat
table next to a M. Percival, brother to Madame de Vannoise. H e says that he knew me in the society of Madame
de Laborde, of the Carrousel, at Paris. H e brought here
the diamond called the ‘Regent,’ to be pledged for a loan,
whichhasbeenobtained
for the newRepublic.
H e RSsures me that his sentiments are still pure, and those
of
M. Caillard also. Asks permission to wait on me, and to
makemeacquaintedwith
M. Caillard. I shall be very
happy, etc., but apprise him that
I am not at all agreeableto his government,andthereforeleaveitto
him
toconsultwith
M. Caillardhowfarit
maybe proper
afto risk seeing me. He seemsverydesirous.This
ternoontheministers
of SpainandPortugal,withthe
d’Escar go to the
MarquisedeNadaillacandBaron
garden at Charlottenburg, which they are
so kindas to
show me, and afterwards we take tea with Mrs. Brown, the
wife of the King‘s physician-anEnglishfamily.Here
I see Princess Augusta, youngest daughter
of His Prussian Majesty, who seems desirous to
please. The garden
of Charlottenburg is tolerable, and that is all. On our return, speaking of the arrangements of old Frederick about
his posterity, the Baron d’Escar tells me the historyof the
present King of Sweden, who is the illegitimate son of
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theDuchess of Sudermania. Louis XV. was said,tobe
theson of a M. de Nangis. The questions raised as to
the legitimacy of the late Dauphin are buried now in the
tomb which encloses the ashes of that unfortunate child.
From what source is to flow the new line of Gallic monarchs ? ”
( 6 I amintroducedto-day[Julyz4th]tothePrincess
Dowager of Hesse, who being desirous to know what will
of the French arms, I
probably result from the progress
tell her that the little princes along the Rhine must lay
their account in being the humble servants of the Republic. Shedoesnotlikethis.PrinceFredericksaysthe
proclamation of the Duke of Brunswick * was forced upon
of Shulemberg,
him by the King, acting with the advice
who adopted the plan given by -;
that the conduct of
of his brother,
the campaign was contrary to the advice
Prince Henry, who recommended assembling the army on
the frontier, and declaring to the French nation that it
was not intended to invade them, much less to dismember
thekingdom,butmerelytore-establishthemonarchy.
This plan would not have succeeded better than the other ;
at least, I think not. But all the past
is now consigned
to the facts of history. As to the future, it is in the hands
of that Supreme Intelligence which mocks the prudence
of man, and his cunning, which
we presume to dignify
with the name of wisdom.”
“Call on Madame de Nadaillac [July
zgth]. The Baron
d’Escar comes in. H e seems a little hurt. Dine at home,
and call after dinner to take her out to ride. H e is there,
and has the same air. H e wishes to marry her, a foolish
thing for both of them, but he
is i e love and can’t see it.
She, who is not, opposes* but pities him. I advise her to

* william Duke of Brunswick married Augusta, sister of George III. of
England.
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love me, which she seems inclined to, but reason steps in
t o advise her against it. She has preserved herself pure
from a man she was much attached
to during her husband’s life by respect for the marriage vow ; she has resisted the King of Prussis, who offered the honors of the
handkerchief, and Prince Louis, whose letters she shows
me proving that fact. , I t would be ridiculous to succumb
now to 8 vqwgeur who treats everything lightly, and yet
such a thing might happen. She gives me the character
of the ministers and monarch conformably to what I had
previouslyheard among the members of the Corps Diplomatique. The Baron, who comes after our return, has
an air of despondency which touches me, and which is far
from being changed by perceiving, in the countenance of
the fair, marks of sentiment which he cannot excite.”
“ T h e Vicomted’AnadiaandChevalier
de Borghese
breakfastwith me [July z6th]. The latter tells me that
the French are at their old work of destroying nobility in
Italy. Perhaps some persons not yet involved
in the mischief may awaken, but as yet the sleep appears profound.
When they are gone I call on Lord Elgin,* and we converse fully on the present state
of affairs. He considers
the Prussian Cabinet as being completely in the hands of
France, and, moreover, as being too feeble, from the personal character of the King, to undertake and pursue any
greatplan of politics. H e saysthey will confinethemselves to the peculation of towns and districts from time
to time, so as to keepup the attention and flatter theavidity of the Prussian monarch and nation, without risking
the chances of remote events for any permanent interest.
* Lord Elgin was envoy at the Court of Berlin h m 1795to 1~99,whence he
proceeded to Constantinople in the same ‘capacity.
To this fatter appointment is owed the cdlection and transportation to England of the Elgin
marbles and other treasures of art now in the British Museum.
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He thinks also that Russia will not assent to any arrangement which may give an increase of power to this monarchy. Things seem, however, to press pretty hard, and,
in my opinion, if a decisive conduct be not speedily adopted, all future efforts will be
useless. If, however, a considerable battle should be gained against the French
in
Upper Suabia, it would totally change the face of affairs.
Lord Elgin says he is upon the scent of what has passed
in Pyrmont. I fancy the public will know it as
soon as
anybody ; for if, in effect, there be any plan adopted there,
its execution must be prompt and immediate. He gives
me the history of the little stories of women which have
latelyemanatedfromtheKing
of theBulgarians.Evidently he must be a very weak Prince, and if he be placed
in arduous circumstances he must be ruined. I take Madame de Nadaillac to dinner at
M. Haugwitz's. A petit
dher, afterwhichsomeconversationwith
him. In the
course of it we agree that the situation of Europe is very
critical ; that the German Empire is, in effect, annihilated,
and the name of it only useful to those who, in the interval which precedes its public dissolution, know how to
possess themselves of its spoils ; that this idea formed the
basis of that policy pursued
by oldFritzwhenheput
himself at the head of a Germanic Confederation ; that
the possession of Mayence by the French opens for them
aroad into the heart of Germany, and that the fate
of
I obEurope is in thehands of thePrussianCabinet.
serve' to him that, however it may have been in the interest of this Court to depress the Austrian power, it seems
by no means advisable to overturn it, and that the extension of the power of France, though very pleasing to us
Americans and republicans, cannot be perfectly so to the
kings and nobles of Europe, who will probably see the
anticipation of their own fate in ancient history, and may
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perhaps already perceive that the Republic
of France is
not much more respectful in its conduct than was ancient
Rome. H e does not feel pleasantly under this,
but says,
to the conduct of this kingilom, they must wait and let
others come to them (Zaisser veniy), whichmaybetranslated ‘bid at their auction.’ I applaud the wisdom of this
idea, which might, however, be characterized by
a name
less noble, and only add that if they suffer matters to go
one-half inch beyond their means of arresting the progress, from that moment they are lost
; just as allthose
have been hitherto ruined who, in a like indolence, have
of their neighbors. He
looked on indifferent at the fate
tells me that Saxony wishes ROW to connect herself federatively with Prussia. H e does not say, neither do I ask,
what mag be the success of such proposal, because I presume that the sense of the French Directory must be first
known. I tell him thatthere i s onecircumstance well
worthy of their attention, viz., that the French
Government, apprehensive lest the army should overturn
them
and establish the authority of a military chief, cannot but
desire the destruction of that army previous to a peace,
and of course that it would be a leading point of policy
in the course of which
with them to re-establish Poland,
RussiaandPrussia
could not do themagreater
favor
than to kill their troops.
This conception seems never to
have entered into people’s heads here, so difficult is it to
comprehend what passes before our eyes.”
a
“Dine [July z7th] with Lord Elgin, who-learns that
truce of nineteen days has taken
placebetweenAustria
and France. He communicates to me whatever he knows
of the situation of things ; is to cat1 on M. d’AIvensleben,*
who hitherto has been the greatest enemy of the British
Court.”

* Philip Charleri Comte d‘Alvensleben,diplomatist in the service of PrUSSia
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I dine at M. Schmidt’s at Charlottenburg [July 28thl.
result of his conference with M. d‘Alrensleben, which is far
I go to Prince Fermore satisfactory than he expected.
dinand’s. ThePrincessnotbeingat
home, I awaither
return.”
(‘This morning [July zgth] I read, and write a letter.
,C~ellon the Portuguese and British ministers. Dine with
Madame de Nadaillac. Her friend and adorer the Baron
d’Escar dines also with us. She would have been as well
content if he had not come. After dinner we go together
to the rout of Madame de Haugwitz, which is just like all
other things of the same sort. After our return
we are
unpeu froids, and then trbs animls, but the sound of the
what
Baron’s boots leaves everything undecided. She has
the French call une ttte exake‘e, and the struggle between
herreasoningsandher
wishes givesnosmallinterest.
A u reste, things must take their course
sans que j e m’en
mkle, for it is chance which usually decides.”
During hisvisit a t Berlin,Morris,infulfilment
of a
promise made to Lord Grenville before he left London,
commenced a series of letters to his lordship in which he
gave him information of the stateof Europe andof the feeling of the various court circles in which he moved. The
first of the series was datedJuly zSth, and in a very straightforward manner he set before his lordship the state
of feeling at the Court of Berlin, and the “object, which is, my
lord,” he says, “ t o possess the King’s electoral dominions;
and,” he continues, “theywill accomplish it unlessyou can
reduce their power to a second orde;. The German Empire
still existsinname, but in fact it is annihilated. Those
who calculate on former establishments neglecting present circumstances will be dupes. They may slumber behind the intrenchments of mouldy records, but the point
6‘

We have a largecompany.LordElgintellsmethe
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of a Prussian bayonet will awaken them. Events in Italy
and an the Rhine have thrown everything iRto confusion
at Vienna France
may derive every advantage from it ;
perhaps she will. This Cabinetnow.holdsthefate
of
Europe in itshands.If
you mean t o havetheircordial
assistance, you must give them a consideration of permanent value. If France dictates peace to Austria, .Prussia
may perhaps risk taking Hanover, and holding it under a
Frenchguarantee.That
will depend on the occupation
which can be found fortheEmpress of Russia.She
is
notimmortal.
I believeit is possibletomakean
arrangementwhich will bring you toa solid anduseful
peace. If Prussia receives the King’s electoral dominions
of
onconditionthatyougetthecountrieslyingnorth
ancient France and west of the Rhine, including
Dutch
FlanderswithFlushingandBergop-zoom
; if Prussia
giveClevesandPrussian
e l d e r s totheStadtholder,
a monarchyandreceivingthe
erectingHollandinto
DutchAmericanpossessions;
if theEmperor
receive
ofBavaria, in lieu of it,the
Bavaria ; andtheElector
German territory along the Rhinein possession of France,
the Emperor leaving, for the present at least, his possesK i n g of Sardinia ; you sursions in the Milanese to the
rendering to France her possessions in the East and West
Indies, but keeping the Cape of Good Hope and Trincomalee-it
thesethings be done,Prussiabecomesyour
of interest and apprehension.
friend from the double tie
Once get her at sea and you wiIl know how to deal with
her. The same thing may be predicted as to France, SO
far as you would hereafter work upon her fears.
u If,on the contrary, you possessyourself
of allher
transmarine dominions, from that moment, she confining
herself to a marine merely .military. you are reduced to
that dependence in which hitherto she has been held to

,

-.

I

GOUVERNEUR MORRIS.

-

x85

because in amarinewaryoumay
lose muchand
cangainnothing.
I ampersuaded, my lord,thatthis
Court may be brought to concur heartily in such a planwhich,bythe
by, Russia will certainly dislike,unless,
indeed, an exchange could be made as a peace-offering to
the Empress, giving her Finland for Norway, to be Rken
by Sweden at the expense of Denmark, which would suit
this Cabinet so much the better as a ,dispute with Denmark would favor projects against Hamburg, Liibeck, and
Mecklenburg,reservingtheentryintoHolsteinforthe
momentwhenDenmark
should besufficiently
embarrassed in her affairs to render it a mere parade instead of
R campaign.Shouldaproperunderstandingtakeplace
between the courts interested on the matters above mentioned, it seems to me that Prussia might come forward
andoffer
hermediationonthefollowingconditions:
First, the status quo in Europe at a certain day past, and
i n Asia and America a certain day to come., Secondly, the
full acknowledgment of that form of government'which
the French may think proper to adopt, and
a renunciation of all claim to interfere in their affairs. Thirdly, the
inviolability of therights of property.The
first point
would cut off allclaimsandclamors
of retributionby
merging precedentdominionintherights
of conquest
The second, indifferent in itself,and coupled with thefirst,
would serve as a lever to raise the army and people
of
if the mediation should
France against the government,
be refused and the force
of Prussia be inconsequence
once more exerted, or (if you please) once exerted, against
France. The third point would enable this Cabinet to draw
on negotiation into length so as to exhaust your enemy,
in and through his finance, because new points of discussion might continually be raised and would serve as the
all,
ground of retribution to many emigrants, perhaps to
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and even obtain some valuable compensation to the Bourbonsfortheroyaldomain.Amongthe
many circumstances which seem to call
for decision, that which may
principally interest youis the desire of France to preserve
to herself one enemy, arid that you should have that unpleasantpreference ; also thenecessitywhichthe
governmentliesunder
of employingitsarmiesuntilthey
shafll be reduced to a safe insignificance. Your fleet may
preserve you frominvasion, or cutting off allsupplies
from the desultory corps thrown on your coast may operate their destruction. In so doing, you would not disserve
I cannot but think that
tne Directory. At the same time,
forty or sixty thousand victorious Frenchmen preaching
republicanism in Britainwouldbeverytroublesome.
But although you mould preserve the kingdom free from
injury, perhaps from attack, I do not see how you could
preserveHisMajesty’sPrussiandominions.
If peace be
dictated to Austria, France and Prussia will find employin Turkey, in Poland,and in Sweden.
mentforRussia
Denmark will be awed into acquiescence or be robbed of
her Holstein. You are cut off completely from all means
of communication with your allies ; in short, you must depend on the good will of Russia, when her interest is only
secondary and, even as such, remote.
*‘If I were to dwell longer on these subjects I should
of a letter, and weary you
writeadissertationinstead
with details which will readily suggest themselves without
my meddling, I pray you to believe, my lord, in my
respectful attachment.”
“Thismorning [August st] I visit theChevalierde
Borghese and take him to Lord Elgin’s, where
we dine.
-Marshal Mollendorf* is there, and M. d‘Alvensleben, with
I

RichardHeinrichvonMBllendorf,
Prussian commander, served under
Frederick the Great in the principal campaigns of the Seven Years‘ %‘a*
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whom I had formerly a slight acquaintance in London at
de la Luzerne’s. The old field-marshal feels as if he
a dressing,provided he was iet
couldgivetheFrench
loose upon them.”
“This morning [August zd], as I go down-stairs I am
recognized by the valet-de-chambre of the Vicomte d’Orleans. This is lucky, for I wished to see him. I call (on
is
foot) at MadamedeNadaillac’sbyappointmenLShe
in bed indisposed, and her friends, of course, are with her.
After they are gone I sketch out a letter for her, and vex
and piease her alternately. She says it
is wrong, and I am
of her opinion. The Baron comes
in, and we consider the
letter I wrote. It will probably be useless, for these poor
emigrants are determined, from the highest to the
lowest,
act imprudently.DinewithLord
thattheywillalways
Elgin. H e goes out of town agqin at’night on one of his
amorous expeditions. I suggest very gently to him that
in the present criticail situation it may be necessary that
he should be here. This conversation takes place
at M.
de Heinitz’s, where I spendtheevening,therebeing
a
great entertainment. From dinner
I go to see the’ Baron
d’Alvensleben, with whom I hare a long conversation on
the present state of things. He lets me see that he fears
Russia, and wishes not to break with France,
whose SUCcesses nevertheless alarm him. He, like all weak men, is
seeking for a ground of future hope in the possible contingencies, without advertingto the means of commanding
fortunebystrongmeasures.
I open to himfullythe
for pacifymeans which suggest themselves to my mind
ing Europe without danger, and with much gainPrussia.
to
He thinks France will not be prevailed upon to part with
Flanders.”

&I.

In 1794 he succeeded the Duke of Brunswick as commander-in-chief of the
fiussian Army. Died in 1816.

’
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The Vicomte d’Orltans consumes a ’great part of my
I dineatCharlottenburgwith
morning [August 4thJ
M. Schmidt,andamseatednexttotheComtessedela
Marche, a natural daughter of the King. We have
a very
odd conversation. She tells me how she is closely watched
by a grandmother, aunt, and governess, who are here, be; how thegoverness is
sidesagreat-auntleftathome
harsh towards pleasures she never felt, having never had
a lover, and her husband not calculated to inspire passion ;
how her aunt, who has had many
lovers, is sly and cunning from her great experience
; how her grandmother
scolds for the pleasure of scolding, and the old woman at
home is also very cross ; how they have defied her to deceivethem,and
yet shehasbeen
for an hour together
with a young man whom she loved, and (prodigious effort)
allowed him only to kiss her, for which cruel coldness a
fault withher.
Afterdinner
companionshehadfound
I call on Madame de Nadaillac, where
I see Madame de
a handsome
Sabran. She ismuchchanged,andfrom
woman has become coarse, masculine, with an air efronfe‘
which is verydisagreeable.Canthis
be occasioned by
herresidenceatRhinesberg
? Is vice so infectious?
These and other questions might be curious in the solution.”
On the 5th of August Morris wrote the second
of the
series of letters to Lord Grenville, which contained all the
information he had gleaned since the last one was written.
‘‘ They tremble here,” he says, “ a t the knout, so that,
could they persuade themselves that the Empress of Russia would live ten years, her wishes would
be their law.
The success of the French excites apprehension, and
if
vigorous counsels prevailed you would probably hear
of
an army under Miillendorf as the prelude
of an offer of
mediation without consulting any of the belligerent pow-
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ers. As far as I can judge, they have hitherto sought for
little things by little means, but now await the proposals
whichmaybemadetothem.Whateverthese
may be,
the adherence of Russia will greatly facilitate the adoption of them.Theytrytopersuadethemselvesthat
France, from internal
divisions, the defect of finance, or
pure good will, may leave them unmolested.
I t has been
suggested to them that if she keep possession of Flanders,
give up her colonies, and preserve a military marine, she
will fear nothing from Britain, who can never afterwards
be considered as a weight against her in the general scale
of Europe. It would seem that this idea had not before
presented itself, for it excited serious reflection. On their
hope of quiet either from the interior quarrels or exterior
good will of France, it has been observed that the former
would (as in ancient Rome) become the constant motive to
foreign war, and that France, like Rome, the enemy of all
nations (especially those under kingly government),would
grant to this, as to any other monarch, the blessings
of
herfriendshiptillthemomentmarkedforhisdestruction.
“ I n effect,my
lord, I havenodoubtthatFrance,
whether she fall under the dominion
of an usurper (the
natural termination to her present state), or whether she
form herself into some tolerable
shape of republic, may
become dangerous to. the liberty of all Europe. Should
military despotism take place, that cheap, simple, and severe government will find abundant resources in the soil,
climate, and industry of so fine a iountry.
I cannot say
absolutely that it is in your power to decide this Cabinet,
but I believe so ; I ought to have said somewhere (and
will say i t here) that the character of this people, formed
by asuccession of rapacious princes, is turnedtowards
France was disagreeable to
usurpation.Thewarwith
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them, because it melted down the accumulations
of old
Frederick, and did not present an immediate accession of
territory. But the war with or, rather, against Poland was
not unpopular, because the moral principles of a Prussian
go to the possession of whatever he can acquire ; and so
little is he the slave of what he calls vulgar prejudice, that,
give him opportunity and means, he
will spare you the
of sentiment
trouble of finding a pretext. This liberality
greatlyfacilitatesnegotiation,forit
is notnecessary to
clothe propositions in honest and decent forms.
" It is not impossible that the Imperial troopsmay be a t
if
lengthvictorious,and
in such case the French army,
hotlypursued,mustbedestroyed.Such?atleast,
is the
opinion which common-sense dictates, and which
in conhe stronglyconfirmed.
versationwitholdMtillendorf
He went so far as to say that sixty thousand men, well
commanded, could not fail to force the French back over
the Rhine. With the weight
of such an authority, I also
am disposed to believe the same thing. But
I do not believe in the ?uell commadea', and, indeed, had made up my
mind to a part of what has happened when Prince Charles
to succeedClaerfayt.Thesereiterated
wasappointed
misfortunes may perhaps impel the Imperial
Cabinet to
the nomination of an abler chief, with discretionary powso far advancedwithout
ers, andcertainlytheFrench,
mag,uines, are in a critical condition. The fortune of war,
therefore, may restore theaffairs of the Allies, but how far
is not
it may be prudent to trust that capricious goddess
for me to decide. I have said that this Court would accomplish their object unless their power could be reduced
to a second order. I was impressed with the practicability
of such a plan in the spring of 1795, and since I have been
here my belief amountsalmosttoconviction.
But the
most favorable moment has gone by, and the
difficulties
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are
increased.
Little
can
be
eKpected
from
Austria,
though everything may be hoped from the feebleness
of
thePrussianKingandCabinet.
Is ittobeattempted
?
On that question I may observe that you might count on
the cordial aid of your imperial allies, who willnot so
readily concur to aggrandize the House of Brandenburg,
and may oppose the exchanges mentioned in my last letter. These, however, are, to the best of my judgment, most
advisable for England, because they furnish the probable
means of wresting the Low Countries, and securing the
independence of Holland ; so far, at least, as Holland can
I contemplatedforreducing
be independent.Theplan
Prussia was to erect a new but hereditary kingdom of Poland, with a constitution as free and energetic as the moral
state of the people may admit ; such kingdom toconsist of
the country ceded by the last partition to Austria, and the
whole of thePrussianacquisitions,togetherwithPrussian Silesia, a corner of Lower Lusatia, the New Marche,
and that part of Pomerania lying east of the Oder. I have
noquestion but that two hundred thousand Austrian and
Russian troops would speedily have effected this, with the
aid of Kosciusko and his Poles.
With this, as with every
other arrangement for permanent peace, I couple the possession of Bavaria by Austria.But,undersuchhypothesis, therewouldresult
a solecisminBritishpolitics.
While, as Englishmen, you must seek and seize the means
of reducingFrenchpowerand
influence, you must,as
Germans, wish for their increase in order to secure your
osHanover against the imperial pretensions. Hence an
cillation of measuresdependentonpersonalcharacter.
It is su5icient to present this idea, improper to pursue
it. Indifferenttothefate
of theGermanEmpire,
you
might choose your allies according to your immediate interest. Theaggrandizement of thetwoempiresonthe
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side of Italy and Constantinople would be useful to you,
byformingtwonavalpowersintheMediterranean
to
for
balance your constantenemies,FranceandSpain;
by
Spainseemsirrecoverablyattachedtoherneighbor
the relation of weakness to force. Whether your population couId.resist, through a long struggle, the weight of a
peoplespread out fromtheAlpsandtheRhinttothe
Pillars of Hercules is a question I will not presume to decide. Experiencehastaughtmeasincerefaith
in the
fallacy of humanopinions,andmoreespecially
of my
own. I my
am,
lord,
your
obedient
servant.”
“ Call after dinner [August
pth] on the Russian Minister, M. Kalitchoff. Wehavealongconversationonthe
means of restoringpeacetoEurope,andtheinfluence
which the Empress may have over this Cabinet to that effect. I explain to him how an exchange of Hanover for
the Low Countries will tend to secure to Russia the unvarying friendship of England, and he is struck with the
force of the observation. He tells me that the want of a
proper minister here has greatly weakened the influehce
of his Court ; that they were in the habit, before his time,
of presenting an office, and, instead of discussing t h e subject of it, to hear the reasons against it and transmit them
to Petersburg, which had the double mischief of creating
of this Court by the
deiay and exciting the indignation
air of superioritywhichresultedfrom
it. He saysthat
Catherine sent an agent to Brunswickas soon as the King
of Prussia opened a trenty with France, to oppose the efas a simple
fect of it ; that a Hanoveriaa who was here
chargt d‘affaires prevailedonBischofswerdertoobtain
from the King a refusal to ratify, and consequent recommencement of hostilities, provided the arrears of the English subsidy be placed ready at his order in Hamburg, At
thattimeGreatBritainhadnominister
here. H e com-

I
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plains that the English and Russian ministers at Vienna
are not equal to their business, for that otherwise they
might have prevented the Austrian Cabinet from committing many follies. He urges me to stay here a little longer
to see what may be the state of affairs in Saxony and Bohemia, if not to learn the decisions of this Cabinet after
the King’s arrival.
I go fromhishouseto
visit
Madame
de
Nadaillac.
She tells me that the Chevalier de Borghese has told her
the freedom of my conversation here on political subjects
hasgivenoEence.
She could not get out
of himhis informant, but from what he said, and which she repeats, I
collect that if my ideas be not pushed by the powers which
be, the ministers will be vexed at the attention they gave
t$em. I mean not to stay here much longer, and during
thattimeshallnotsayanythingmoreunless
solicited.
Sooner or later they will find that my views are favorable
tothe pace and happiness of mankind. H e has got his
information by halves, a‘nd is certainly not in the secret of
whatpasseshere.MadamedeNadaillactellsmenotto
be surprised if my stay at Berlin should be irksome to the
Cabinet,Sensible
of their insignificance, andthatthey
are only the clerks of their .officers, they fear that the eye
of a stranger should penetratk the arcana of their humiliating condition, etc. She, like all people of imagination,
I
exaggerates ; but there is afoundationoftruth,and
place it in the apprehension that a stranger should
discover the feebleness of their internal condition. They are
sensible that it is ZOO late to conceal it from me, for it
formed one strong feature of my conversationwith M.
d’Alvensieben, and itcouldnot
but be disagreeabfeto
him. I hadoccasion also to touch on the state of the
Cabinet, respectfully but freeiy, so as to show that the decisive measures which might have marked the conduct of
VaL 11.-€3
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the King in circumstances like the present could not, perhaps, be safely recommended at this moment. T h i s i s also
a bitter and unpleasant truth, which they must feel, but
cannot like to hear? ”
u To-day [August Sth] I dine with M. Schmidt, whose
attentions have been unremitted and whose table is excellent. The Chevalier de Bouflers, who sees me from the
street, comes up. He
is justarrivedfromPoland.Time
has worn him down since I last saw him., H e puts on an
coldness.
infinity of warmth,and I preservemynatural
In effect, I was not much pleased with his conduct before
he left France, and still less with what I hear of him since.
Call on Madame de Nadaillac. She has with her
a MayenGais, and when he leaves her she tells me his conversation consisted in the history of his courtship a n d marriage.
The first occupied several years, and at last the power of
almighty love induced the yielding fair one to make the
promise of her hand. They were married at eight in the
morning,and,agreeablytothe
cus’tom of thecountry,
went immediately out of town; but the same custom rendering it improper for them to ride together, his brother
accompanied the bride, who fell in love with her on the
way, and thus deprived his brother of his newly acquired
treasure.Thisbrotherlyconductspeakshighlyin
favor
of the manners of Mayence. Madame deNadaillac,complains that I did not come sooner, and that I leave her so
shortly, after I arrive, to go and pass a dull evening with
Madame Is GCnCrale-.
Talk a sort of reasonto her
which no woman can bear unless pretty well touched by
the wicked child, and take advantageof the littleill-humor
thus excited to leave her abruptly. She repents
before I
am out of the door, and bids me adieu by way of bringing
me back ; but I pursue my route without a word or look,
and in my way meet the Baron, who is, I presume, going

179&1

,GOUVERNEUTI MORRIS.

I95

thither, and will suffer under the crossness of which I am
the cause. 1 come home early, so as to leave my fair friend
time for reflection, having told her that I mill leave Berlin
in a few days."
"This morning [August gth], write, and dine at home.
I received, as I expected, a note this morning from
Madame de Nadaillac, to which I answered unpeu Zes/ement,
butyet leavingroomforwhatactuallyhappened.
According to her desire.I visit her this afternoon, but, as the
devil would have it, I m,eet the Chevalier de Boufflers on
the stairs, who has been denied admission.
The arrival of
my carriage has produced a change. Madame is at home,
but the intended ttte-d-ttte does not take place."
Theresult of thismorning'sworkwasthefollowing
letter toLadySutherland,for
whom and LordGower
Morris cherished a sincere and lasting friendship,
"BERLIN,August 9, 1796.

'' COUNTESSOF SUTHERLAND, LONDON
:
I shall direct this letter to you, dear lady, in London,
of
though'Isupposeyouareenjoyingthetranquillities
Wimbledon, where, if I had a certainwishing-cap, I should
find myself sitting next to you, delighted to see and hear
'you all the while, softly speak and sweetly smile.' Luckily this same ea$ does not fit my head, otherwise I should
have been to you' IL most troublesome guest.
I will not
say anything to you on public affairs, because (and here.1
might take the creditof discretion, but prefer the humble
truth) I am not in the secret.Butwhenyou
are Prime
oh,
Minister andtake me foryourprincipalsecretary,
then, we willhave rarepolitics!
We of the society in
Berlin, which you will observe is a translation of la so&$/,
etc., are delighted at the misfortunes of the ,Austrian
which we attribute to the misconduct of that Cab-
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inet, a circumstance which gives us additional pleasure.
our astonishment that the
We cannot find words to express
do not altogether ,exceed 200,000
French, whose armies
men, shouldholdHoIland,conquerItaly,ravageGermany, and threaten the destruction of the House of Austria. I recollect telling you, when I last saw you at Wimbledon, that I expected
no good on the Rhine, and
now
I will whisper in yourearthat,
if Claerfaytshould be
again sent to command the Austrian a m p , he would probably drive the French beyond the Rhine faster
(if possible) than they have advanced
; and that because, very
gayly (d la franfaise), they have thrown themselves precipitately forward without magazines or resources, so that,
of troops thrown on
checked in front and a small body
their left flank, they would be obliged to make off, or to
be cut off.
“This, however, is not what
I meant to tell you
; but
that there is somewhere in this neighborhood a poor man
who took it into his head to fall in love with you, which
whim, after tormenting him a sufficient time in England,
of his senses. I do not
atlengthdrovehimhitherout
recollect his name, and
you, I suppose, keep no account
of such trifles; but truly, lady, if madness be the consequence, I am determined to get out of love, for I would
not be mad, ye gods! not mad; no, not fbr all the pleasures which madmen only are acquainted with. I t is not by
way of whim, nor yet absolutely for the pleasure of meeting you at Vienna-though, indeed, such a n idea would go
far to sway my judgment-but
for reasons which I will
leave Lord G-ower to guess at, that I wish he were appointed Ambassador Extraordinary to the Emperor. Perhaps your friend Dundas ,could tell you why ; perhaps
you may guess yourself, on reading over this letter.
A
person who talked to me lately on this subject mentioned
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my Lord MaImesbury. I have been asked if Sir Morton
Eden was consideredanableman(for
my accent in
I am an Englishman).
speaking induces folks to believe
I answered, as you may well suppose, that I knew nothing
of thematter.Adieu,dear
lady. Remember me to your
yon may like
lord, and say for me to yourself whatever
best, only observing that I won’t be mad.”

.

“hi. le Cornte GasparC called this morning [Augustgth].
Hedashedintopolitics
; is verydesirousthatPrussia
should take part in the contest. He dines every day with
Haugwitz ; wasscandalizedataconversationtheother
day with Prince Louis, when Haugwitz, Major Walker, and
himself formedthewhole of the society. Theministers
here do not want ability nor intelligence, but the weakness
of the monarch prevents them from acting a decisive part.
Haugwitz and Bischofswerder are very well together, and
it is understood that all propositions not made to the former must fall to the ground.”
a
Again, on theroth,MorrissenttoLordGrenville
budget of suggestions and hints, as follows :
“ Lord Elgin tells me that he shall send
a messenger
this evening. I will, therefore, trouble your lordship with
some loosethoughtsrespectingthisCourt.
You know
that ever since the accessionof his present Majesty * there
have been endless intrigues to possess him, and through
him the power of the State. These still exist, and are purso that no great plan of
sued with unceasing attention,
conduct Canbe adopted, from the fear that some untoward
incident should disgust the monarch before things could
be brought to issue, in which case
the advisers and supPorters of the plan would be overturned.
It is from this
Vev circumstance that I think it possible to obtain from

* Francis 11.

Came to the throne in

1791

198

DIARY AND LETTERS OF

[CHAP. XXXV.

Russiathecompletedirection
of thisCabinet.
To that
effectitwould
be propertounderstandperfectlywith
Bischofswerder and his right-hand man, Haugwitz, so that
their greatness should be intimately combined with your
interests. Furnish them money when the success
of their
feel that it is better,
intrigue may require it, and let them
as well as safer, to put themselves into the hands
of a
monarchy instead of a republic. The Cabinet
of Petersburg combined with you in such a plan, the King will be
his interest and his quiet
made to understand that both
require B full confidence in those ministers. Then
an efficient Cabinet will at once exist, and after,
it begins to
act and feel (to its astonishment, perhaps) that every great
movement must be guidedby your will. Observe that it is
at present understood between Bischofswerder and Haugwitz that proposals not primarily addressed to the latter
shall be unsuccessful, If I have a just view of the ground
it will be in vain to try(by showing only public advantage)
to lead this Court into the measures you might wish, and
that for the reasons already mentioned, I do aot conceive
of
it possible to do anything if you wait for the assent
Austria,unless you have a completedirectionand,inif I am rightly informed, this
deed, dictation there. But,
is not so much the case as it ought to be, all things considered. I will not say anything on that subject, for
evident reasons. Propositions fromEngland,supported by
Russia, will meet with a readier attention than if the voice
of the Emperor should be heard. This fact your lordship
af thisletter
is well apprised of. I thinkthecontents
willtry, if not tire, your patience,
so I will proceed no
farther.”
“ To-day [August rrth]
I write a while, then walkto
Madame de Nadaillac’s, where I waste some time. I n consequence I reach Lord Elgin’s later than
I expected and
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intended, SO that I have not a view of some letters he was
to show me containing intelligence of the Austrian army,
Whileweare
at dinnerthePrincede
Reusse comes
in, reads a letter brought by csfafetfe which announces a
victory gainedovertheFrench
at Brescia by General
Quasdanowiche, with s6me small advantages, under Wiirmser,*indescendingalongtheAdige,consequentupon
which the French have precipitately retired from
below
Mantua, leaving their artillery, etc. This
affair promises
to be decisive in its consequences. After dinner the English mailarrives, andLordElgin
receives a letteranof Mr. Hsmmond, whocomesby
nouncingthearrival
Hanover
and
Minden.
Mysteries
which
must
explain
themselves(saysSterne)arenotworth
a conjecture. I
pass theeveningatPrinceFerdinand’s;andgivehim
to
thesetidings, he finds veryunpleasant,Sittingnext
thePrincessandconversingwithherfriendSchmittau,
whiIe the deals atwhist permit it, we agree that the French
in Germanyareexposedto
a similar coup, allwhichis
more edifying thah pleasant to her Royal Highness. After
his game is over the prince asks me what
I think of this
affair and its consequences. I tell him truly what may, i n
my opinion,resultfromit,
if theAustriansareableto
push forward with vigor, and add that if the corps under
PVartensleben receivessufficientre-enforcements
tostrike
a blow on the Main, the French armies in Germany
will
be completely dissipated. H e gives a melancholy assent.”
“Thismorning[August~zth]thePrincedeReusse
breakfasts with me, and’ we have a long conversation on
the state of public affairs, the means of remedying present

* DagobertSigismundCountWiirmser,aneminent

Austrian general.
in the Seven Years’War. In 1793 he commanded the army against the French which drove them across the frontier
into Alsace.Bonapartedefeated
him at Lonato,August 3, 1796. He died
in 1797.
Fought againstthePrussians

.
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evils, and a plan for future tranquillity. He tells
me that
Haugwitz,whenhecommunicatedthenewsfromItaly,
affectedmuch joy. I walk out andcallonLordElgin,
whocannotreceive
me becausehehasmuchbusiness.
Qu. .- Is' Hammondarrived
? I met in thestreet
M.
Giustiniani,whotells
me that I disturbvery mach the
Baron
d'Escar.
Afterwards
meet
M. de
Rosencrantz,
who walks with me to discuss a little the state of things.
of MadamedeNadaillac.She
is
Leavehimatthedoor
pained by my departure, fixed for Monday. T dine at Lord
Elgin's. H e says Mr.Hammondisnotyetarrived,and
hesuspectsthat
he is comingtoreplace
hit?, on account of the Ieave of absence which he had requested. I
cannot suppose this to be the case. H e tells me that he
could not receive me because he had a great many people
with him. Qu. : Atdinner we learnthatthePrince
de
Hohenlohe succeeds Genera1 Wartensleben, which gives
room to expect that something effective may be done. It
seems to we that if he can move forward down the Main
the French must be put in a very dangerous situation."
"Lord Elgin takes me to dine at Marshal Mollendorf's
[August rqth]. Afterdinner I havesomeconversation
withthe
old manrespectinghiscampaign
of 1794,in
which he finds fault with the British administration ; but
on our return I mention it to Lord Elgin, who says the
marshal'srepresentationsarenotjust.Spendtheeveni n g withMadamedeNadaillac.Weatherwarm.She
tells me that there has been a riot at Stettin, which
having gone rather too far, the military were called on to
disperse jt, but refused to act against the
citizens. This, if
true, contrasts a Little with the sentiments Count Haugwitzdeliveredtomethisday.Hesaidthathe
was
not so apprehensive of insurrections here as in some other
is goodand
parts of Germany ; thatthemilitaryhere
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may be reliedon.
He observedthat ‘an increaseofit
tends to increase the revenue, because the quartering
of
troops 4n provinceswheretheculture
is yetimperfect
from the want of cattle and instruments of husbandry, by
increasing the circulation, enables the peasant to procure
those means, .afterwhichhecanaffordtopayhigher
taxes. I think he has too much understanding not to see
where the fallacy of such argument rests ; so I leave it
untouched, but express the kind
of consent whichconsists more in wonder than in conviction. He vaunts the
principles of the monarchy, and tells me that however the
of
King may have been led to abandon them the force
things will bring him back. Madame
de Nadaillac wishes
to go with me to Potsdam ; but this would make a history
M. d’Anadia is to bring her back, but in
hurtful to her.
going home together he shows me that he
wishes to decline that journey.”
“This morning [August 15thJ M. de Kalitchoff calls on
of this country,
me, and we havea conversation on the state
its views, anditsrelationstoothers.
He tellsmethat
the Prince of Orange told him a new plan was in contemplation for bringing the old coalition again into activity on
anew basis. He conjectures that Mr. Hammondcomes
N.B.: TheEnglishnewspapers
forwardonthatsubject.
say he is coming to set on foot a treaty of peace. Pay my
bill and pack u p ; this house is dear and not good. The
Baron d’Escar calls to take leave. I tell him that I shall
wait Madame de Nadaillac’s orders all the morning, and
will stay till to-morrow if she chooses to go to Potsdam.
Set off at half-past one, and reach Potsdam in three hours.
This evening I walk out to see the town, palace, and garden. A very dull, unpeopledplace ; it looks likethe
vulgar expression of ‘Would if I could.” The weather is
warm but pleasant.”
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C H A P T E R XXXVI.
Dresden. Frenchemigrants fill thestreets.LettertoLadySutherland.
Manners
and
customs
of Dresden.
Goes
to Court. Dines
with
the
Duchess
of Cumberland.
Countess
Loos. Leaves
Dresden.
Vienna Baron
Thugut.
Sir MortonEden.Ispresentedtothe
Emperor. News fromthe
army. Letter to Lord Grenville. The
Duke of Wllrtemberg. Is presentedtotheArchduchess.Madame
of France. M. Rassoomousky. An evening atMadame
Pergin’s.
T h e FrenchDirectoryanswersLord
Malmesbury. Affairs in Italy.
Death of the Empress of Russia. Accounts of the event. Conversa.
tionwithBaronThugut.LettertoLordGrenvilleapropos
of Lafayette’s
release.
Morris’s
arrival
at
Dresden
occasions
inquiry,
Madame
de
Colorath’s
assembly. A
little
prince’s observations.
Musicale at Mrs. Peploe’s. T h e levee. PrinceEsterhazy.
Tea with
Sir Morton Eden.

A

RRIVED a t Dresden (August Igth), Morrismade
himself known to the various ministers to whom he
hadletters.TheHanoverianambassadormadearrangeday at Court, and in the
ments to present him the next
mean time sent out “half a hundred cards to the different
ministers.” Thenumber
of Frenchemigrants‘(which
seemed to fill the streets of the town ” painfully attracted
Morris’s attention. Speaking of them, he says : “ They are
travelling eastward to avoid their countrymen. They are
allowed to stayonlythree days. Unhappypeople ! Yet
they are employed in seeing everything
curious which they
can get at ; are serene, evengay. So great a calamity could
never light on shoulders which could bear it so well ; but,
alas ! the weight is not diminished by the graceful manner
of supporting it. T h e sense,however, is iess by all that
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spleen and ill-humor could add
to torment the afflicted.
Doubtless there are many among them who have
a consciousness of rectitude to support them. This ground
of
hope in the kindnessof that Being who is toall his creatures an indulgent father, with the cheerfulness of temper
which nature has given to some of her favored children,
may make their hearts beat lightly in their bosoms while
those of theirmorefortunateoppressorsshallsinkand
sicken ; for surelytheoppressorcanneverbehappy.
I flatter myself with the belief that a great majority of
those in France would rejoice
at an opportunity to call
home their brethren wandering in proscribed wretchedness through a worldwhich is to them almost a wilderness. But the day is yet perhaps at a distance.”
“ W e haveto-day [August zoth], at the table d’hbte, a
physician of the Electress Dowager of Bavaria, who takes
refuge here. After dinner the Baron de Mestmacher calls
on me. H e says hebelieves,hisCourt will interfereto
a GersupporttheGermanic body. Qu.: If hebenot
man, and if his ideas are not tinctured by the prejudices
of his birth ? H e gives, however, a reason which has some
weight, viz., that the German mass, disunited as it is, can
never be formidable t o Russia, which it might beif united,
or any part of it united, under one head. After he leaves
me (by the by, he mentions a report that my friend Woronzow is to be transferred to Vienna) I go to walk ; my
route lies to the westward of the town, and at length
sit
down on the grass, in one of the finest situations 1. ever
beheld. On my right, up the river, is the bridge ; on one
side of the river, the handsome Catholic church, on the
other, the new Electoral Palace, are prominent features
of the town-view, beyond which tower the hills, covered
with forest, and that interspersed with villas and villages.
In front I have the Elbe, and three large barges, deeply

204

DIARY A N D LETTERS OF

[CHAP.XXXVL

laden, which are sailing against the stream, and
men on
shore towving them ; on the opposite sidea continuation of
the hills in amphitheatre, which stretch round to the left,
and are there covered with vineyards ; the extreme point
to the left, at the termination of an avenue of trees, is a
palace built by one of the Electors for a favorite mistress.
Atthefoot
of thehill on which itstands is the river,
whichmakes a largebendroundtomyleft.Take
tea
with M. de Schomberg, a nephew of Dumouriez,whom
I had known at Paris. H e testified much joy atseeing
me, and gives me all he knows of the manner and manners of this place. The Elector is regularity itself, and a
greateconomist.
His Courtcopy him, the bourgeoisie
copy the Court ; a deep hue of religious superstition is
cast over the whole, and, of course, much hypocrisy, for all
cannot be religious; no gallantry, or very little, because
; butthegirlsare,he
says,
therearenoopportunities
loose and lascivious and take up after they are married.
Theyare especiallyvenal, so that two or threeducats
may obtain their favors. This he vouches only from hearsay, as they are thus free only to strangers by whom they
are not known. I conclude,therefore, that it is a falseof getting
hood, andthat women of the town,byway
a better price, personate to strangers young
women of
family.”
‘$This morning [August z ~ s t I] go dressed to Mr. Grey’s
and thence to Court, where I am presented to the Elector
of TrBves, and afterwards to the Elector of Saxony. Dine
with His Highness, who has an excellent table, very good
wines,and I think the best tea I ever partook of. After
dinner Mr. Grey presents me toMadamede
Loos, and
then to the ,Duchess of Cumberland.* Return home and

* Honorable Anne Horton, Duchess of Cumberland, wife of Henry Frederick, Duke of Cumberland, brotherof George IIL
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changemy dress. Mr. Grey comes, andtakes me to a
kind of club or saci&t? which is in the same house withme,
1’HBtel d e Bavihre.”
To Lady Sutherland Morris wrote
2 n the azd to tell
“of the 1st as I was
her that he had received her letter
steppinginto my carriageatBerlin,andhavenothad
time to write before. I do it now,” he continues, “ b y deferring till to-morrow my visit to the picture-gallery ; I
alwayspreferred originals. I amverymuchobligedto
you for everything you say about yourself and your lord,
but you have forgotten the children.
My plans have been
of the French armies,
greatly deranged by the progress
for I did intend going into Switzerland, thence to Vienna,
and finally to Naples. But I cannot get either into Switzerland or out of it without crossing the line of march of
the armies, and I had rather be in a battle. But, what is
worse, I should not, I believe,be able to get my horses
through at all, so I shall go on to Vienna direct unless
theystopmeagainuponthattack.Everythinginthis
quarter of the world is h La d&andnde, and unless the Empress of Russia takes the thing in hand I see not what is
to come of it. Intrigue and faction supply, as I am told,
the place of that golden chain which was let down from
the throne of Jupiter-to bind
in orderly connection the
differentparts of creation.Andthusthe
affairs ofimp
of order.TheChevalierde
perialJovearesadlyout
to rightsby
a
Boumers,however,hasseteverything
wretchedpun : ‘ Les affaires de 1’Empiredoivent&re
excellentes, &r e l k s s’empirent toujours.’
“ I will fold up in this a press copy of my last, because
I dined
the original may have been drowned. Yesterday
with theElector,andtheconversationturnedonyour
ladyship. You will noteasily guess why ; so I will tell
YOU that a person sat opposite to me who had travelled
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withyouinItaly,knownyouinParis,andwhointrodltced himself by talking of you to me, and that because
he had heard me mention to M. Quimones that I had seen
himinyour
house. You rememberthis M. Quimones,
who seemed so we71 pleased with himself while in transit
at Paris, and who used to play
a t hazard. H e hasbeen
here engrand &at, and, if one may judge from appearances,
verily believes himself to be tv2s spirituel et fort aimabZe, in
which, by the by, he has the misfortune to be
of a differentopinionwithhisacquaintance.
Well, your fellowtraveller spoke of you in such high terms that I began to
feel an attachment to
him, and the Elector was induced
to inquire after you. We talked of you in Berlin because
Lord Elgin, you know,is, quoad a part of his regiment,
your prot6g6.Adieu,
dear lady. Remember me toyour
lord, and believe me, ever yours.”
(I To-day [August zzd] I dine with the
Baron de Mestmacher, Minister of Russia. He takes pains to justify his
of whathashapCourt, and lay on Austria the blame
He
pened. It isnot m y business to contestthematter.
is led into an explanation of the defensive powers of the
Prussian monarchy which I cannot comprehend, but rather see from his explanations how it can
be invaded with
great facility. On the whole, I see that this jargon might
impose upon a person totally ignorant of affairs, and that
the Prussian Cabinet may yet find dupes.”
“Dine to-day (August z3d] with the Duchess of Cumberland, after visiting the notable collection
of paintings
US;
in theGallery.The
ComtessedeLoosdineswith
she is a Danishlady,educatedhere,whoisprettyand
pleasing. There is a Polishprincess,
whose daughters
a
comeinafterdinner,andtheseperformtogether
dance of their country which has infinite
grace.
on it in such way that if I
complimentthemother
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should see her in Poland
I think she would receive me
hospitably.”
‘ I See to-day [August
z6th] the Cabinet of Antiquities,
LOOS’S.H e was
andpasstheeveningattheComtede
formerly Minister to France.
A very splendid party at a
supper given to the Duchess of Cumberland. I am seated
between the elder Comtesse, who has yet fineremains,
andherdaughter-in-law,whosehusbandseemsalready
a fate
afflicted byjealousy,anticipatingperhapsupon
which seems to awaithim, and in which, unfortunately,
I shall not be an instrument. The Comtesse has already
the impression of a sentiment which M. le mari could not,
I am sure, excite.”,
“ W e have news to-day [August
q t h ] of an important
victory gained by the Austrians over the French in our
neighborhood. If it be as it is represented and they follow up the blow, the French will find their retreat difficult.”
“Go to Court this morning [August z8th-J. Dine with
I express some doubts rethe Prussian minister, and as
specting the extent of the Austrian victory he magnifies
it greatly, whereupon, after pushing him beyond the truth
by my apparent infidelity, I remind him that he had
assuredmetheothereveningtheAustrianarmy
was so
completely routed that they could
not again make head
to theblushdeservagainst the French. This puts him
edly, for he had wilfully exaggerated, with a view to deceive me, and although (being well informed) I was not
the dupe it is but common justice to mark my remembrance. H e givesanexcellentdinnerandverygood
de Loos,
wine. After dinner I visittheelderComtesse
which is a thing en r2gZe. The young one comes in, and
in the shiftings from a new visitor I am seated next her,
while the old lady is going over the routine
of civilities

t o a decrepit sire. As theyareseatedonthesofa
together I can say only indifferent things,
but these being
expressed in a gentle tone of voice and accompanied with
a look in which extreme tenderness is mingled with humble respect, she utters,to my great surprise [erasure]. The
old lady turns round with astonishment, and
a tint of indignation which ger good breeding cannot quite suppress.
‘If I may trust to these indications, there is somewhat
of the family. At the club
pleasant in the secret history
I learn some further details
of the late battle,which,it
seems,lastedthree
days. TheFrenchlost
thirty-five
pieces of cannon, which circumstance makes me believe
in the success, and induces me to suppose that
my way
into Switzerland may be opened. N o u s zwrons.
“ A Swedishgentlemancall,on
me, towhom I said
King, at Petersburg, was
the other day at Court that the
in a good situation to learn the mannerin which his minister has been treated at Paris. He
teIls me that he understood and could have answered me, but that he is adjoined
by his Court in the Legation here, and therefore, being a
public man, anything he might havesaid would have been
misinterpreted. He goes on to tell me that he presumes
I am acquainted with a number of circumstances which
he recapitulates and which are, indeed,
of public notoriety,
and fromthenceheconcludesthatthesituation
of his
Court is difficult andconsequentlythat
of itsservants
delicate, wherefore he thought my observation rather unkind, and wishes I would in future spare him upon such
subjects. Thisexpostulationprovestomethathe
is of
the Gallican party in Sweden, and 1 thereupon enter into
the situation of his unfortunate country, sacrificed ever
since Charles XII. to the selfish policy of other courtsplayed off against Russia, to the annoyance, indeed,of that
to him that a
empire,buttotheirownruin.Suggest

X7g6.I

GOUVERNEUR MORRIS.

209

much safer policy would
be that of an alliance with so
powerful a neighbor, and the cession of Finlandfor a
valuable consideration to be obtained elsewhere, and
instance Korway. He remains (though trying to conceal it)
stanch to the French alliance, which, if persisted in, must
a province of Russia. He has
atlengthrenderSweden
taken up an idea which is, I find, pretty general, viz., that
EnglandfomentedtheFrenchRevolution.Thisideais
strongly inculcated by the partisans of France and works
well for them.”
‘{ThepostcameinfromBayreuth,andwelearn
[August 31st] that the French have indeed been soundly
beaten, but their retreat is not as yet so great as might be
wished. Theycommitgreatexcesses
and the peasants
destroy them. The details of the battle cannot be had, as
theFrenchstopalltravellers.
I dinewiththeDuchess
of Cumberland.”
“To-day [September rst] at the table d’h6ie we have a
gentleman from Amberg who saw from the steepleof that
town the action of the 24th. H e says that if Wartensleall the army of Jourdan would
ben haddonehisduty
have beenmadeprisoners.
By hisaccountthisarmy
is
i n suchtotalroutthatit.mustretreatto
Dfisseldorf.
Theadvices from Frankfort are
a sortiefromMayence
which has done great mischief to the besieging army, and
an assault,withoutsuccess,upon
the fortress of Ehrenh i t s t e i n ; also a note in the Leipsic gazette that there
Circulated a report on the Main that the magazines were
to be removed from Frankfort to Wetzlaer.’?
“Dineat the table dh6te [September zd], where our
Yesterday’s informant tells me he has received an estufctfe
\17hich announces the advance of the Austrians in every
direction, and the defeat of General Moreau.”
LeavingDresdenonSeptember
zd, Morriscontinued
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“ The chateau
of the Prince, beautifully situated,” he says, ‘ I will long be
of Prusmemorable for the treaty signed between the King
sia and the Emperor Leopold, which has been the pretext
(but according to the advocates
of the French cause the
motive), to the present war, whose consequences tend to
change the political systems of Europe after laying waste
a considerablepart of it.” The slaveryandpoverty
of
the people i n this region strongly impressed Morris, who
mentions a conversation with the landlady of the house at
Toplitz respecting the civil state of the inhabitants who
are serfs. “ S h e tells me(she being one of them, or, at
least, her parents) that by the edicts of Joseph they may,
if they please, pay to the lord twelve kreuzers per
day in
winter and fifteen in summer for the labor they owe, and
that in general, by precedent conventions, this does
not
extend to above two days in the week, so that twenty-seven
; and this, for the year,
kreuzers is the average payment
mayamounttoabout
fifty shillingssterling, for which
they have as much land as will support their families. If
so, their service, like that of the righteous, is perfect freedom. I must inquire a. little further into this matter.
“From M. de Callenberg I collect that the situation of
the serfs in the Electorate is still deplorable, although he
thinks it quite simple and natural, forsome of them belong
to him. I t is, however, a consolation to know that thesemiserable beings-at least, according to our conceptions-are
better off than they were, and it seems probable that they
towill by degrees be all emancipated. Joseph did much
wardsit, and even establishedmagistratestoheartheir
plaints and decide on them. What he could not do was to
rendersuchtribunalsusefultothepoor
i n contending
with the rich. I know not any means of producing that
effect exceptthetemperandspirit
of society,which is
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more the result than the cause of freedom. The progress
towardsfreedommustnecessarily be slow. The French
a mild monarchy to a wild
nation jumped at once from
anarchy, and are now in subjection to men whom they despise. I think they will end by a military despotism.”
Prague was the next stopping-place, where the library
was interesting,andthe“youngdamsel
of the house,
Mademoiselle Lisette, supswith me and endeavors, with all
the affectation of a coquette, to persuade me to makelove
is very handto her. I do not care to do it, though she
some, for she takes snuff.”
‘‘ The custom and military officers detain me outside the
gate at Vienna [September ~gth], and
I have to get uptwo
pair of stairs into a wretchedroom at the Three Axes
Hotel. Go to see M. de Thugut,” whogives me a very
civil reception. His eye denotes
a little, sparkling mind,
afbetter fitted t o please the Prince than to conduct his
fairs. RidetothePrater,andwalkingthere
I seethe
Princess Potoska, with whom I take tea, and am then presented tothePrincedeNassau.MadamePotoskatells
me that the Chevalier Edenis more attentive to whist than
he is to hiscountrymen,whocomplain
of his neglect.
The next day, dining at Sir Morton Eden’s,? where there
is company, thedinnerisscarcely
swallowedbefore he
sitsdown to whist, which seemswholly to engrosshis
attention. J’elanuie myself looking on at the game? in the
expectation that at last some moment might be left for

* Baron de Thugut, born in 1739,a man of no family, was created a baron
by Maria Theresa for diplomatic services. He succeeded Prince Kaunitz in
1794 as First Minister, was accused of always separating Austrian interests
from those of the Allies, but was distinguished by the energy and couragewith
which, in 1795, he persisted in resisting the progress of the French arms after
Prussia and Spain had signed a separate
peace. In 1803, just before Marengo,
he signed a treatyof subsidy with England, andfinally retired after thePeace
of LunCviUe, in 1801.
t British ambassador at the Court of Vienna.
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conversation, but it is in vain. Walk to the Prater, which
is, on the whole, a charming spot-superior to anything I
have Seen of the kind near a large city. It might be made
celestial. It is very f u l l of people. Walking there I meet
M. Hug, thevalet-de-chambre
of Louis XVI., whois
mentioned aaectionately in the
will of that unfortunate
prince. I have a good deal of conversation with him. He
is h’ighly discontented with the treatment he meets with
here, and thence disposed to viewwith a jaundiced eye
a false mysteriousness
the conduct of the Cabinet. With
of
he lets me know that he conceives they have the idea
marrying the young princess toone of her cousins, brother
to the Emperor, and setting up in that way a claim to the
be, but itis a very remote
throne of France. This may
speculation, and, if I were to guess, such marriage would
form an insuperable bar to her success.
He speaks very
highly of her, and I see her passing by. She is much improved in her appearance since I last saw her in France.”
‘(This morning [September zqth] Sir”. Eden calls, and
we go to Court. He presents me to the Emperor, who is
ready in conversation.
H e is in very good spirits, having
receivedfavorableadvicesfromtheRhine.TheArchduke has driven the French back beyond the Lahn,
and
of Ehrenbreitstein. A body of Imrelievedthefortress
perial troops is already u p as high as Rastadt, in the view
of cutting off the supplies of Moreau, who is still at Neuus hisnews,
burg,ontheDanube.TheEmperorgives
and expresses at the same time his hope that Moreau will
not be able toeffect his retreat. Indeed, this hope amounts
almost to expectation. He tells me that in a month’s time
my way will be opened into Switzerland, but observes that
it will then be coldtravelling.
T h e ton of theyoung
women here is to be men-haters. Lady Eden says the men
are so peu aimable that they may in some sort be justified.
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Messrs. Hu8 and Thierry, the ancicpts valetsde-chambre
of Louis XVI. callon me. Intheevening
I gotothe
Prater to see the fireworks, which are indeed very fine.
“See here, among others,M. Marschal, who seems to be
onthepick-up
plan. Ask him if that be truewhich I
heard, namely, that the women here profess to be
menhaters. Hesaysit
is, becausetheyoungmenarenot
amiable, andareveryinattentive,preferringtheeasy
pleasures to be had among womenof inferior class to conof MarieTherese
nections of gallantry.Inthereign
things were on a different footing, for then women of the
so that
town were closelylookedafterandpersecuted,
men were obliged to attach themselves to women of quality. This may be a philosophic account of the matter, but
I think it would not satisfy the fair sex in general, and for
my own part I am apt to suspect that the existing system
may depend on a want of sentiment among the men.
“ I hear at theEnglish minister’s, where I spendthe
evening, that General Moreau has left his position at Neuburg, where he had intrenched himself, and is on the retreat. On the 22d General Latour was to cross the Leck
i n pursuit of him. General Nauendorf is on the left side
of the Danube, so that I think M. Moreau will be catched
up near the sources of the Danube. Later, I hear that the
French army under Moreau is retreating, and the peasants
arm to pursue him, so that Germany is pretty well cured
of the mal’adie franGaise.”
“Spendtheevening[September
agth] attheBritish
minister’s. H e tells me the latest advices, and shows me
Jourdan’s account of his battles ; tells me that he is recaIled, andBeurnonvilleappointed
in hisstead.This
in
bodes no good to France. Another insurrection lately
Paris by the Jacobins. The route
will, I think, be soon
open to Switzerland.”
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“Spend the evening [October 3d] at the British minister’s, where everybody is dressed, having been to dine with
I find from Sir M. Eden that this
the Marquis del Gallo.
dinner was intended for me, but I did not accept the invitation, and tell him why. H e assures me that I wasmistaken, and so I am now convinced ; but no matter. M. de
me a plan which he
St. Priest this evening mentioned to
proposedtotheArchbishop
of Sens. Bytheaccounts
rendered of M. de Calonne and of M. Necker, it appeared,
speaking in round numbers, that the debtof France, poad
the annual payments, consisted
of one hundred millions
of renfes
of renfes perpPfueZZes andonehundredmillions
viugkres (life-interest).Changingtheselast,whicharose
from capital advanced for a life-rent of ten per cent., some
at nine, into the capitals and then putting all those
capitals on a four per cent. interest, would have reduced the
yearly interest on a redeemable debt to about forty
millof the rentes PerpPtueZZes
ions ; andasimilarreduction
would have reduced them to eighty millions, together one
hundred and twenty, saving, on the
whole, eighty, from
which, deducting the deficit of about sixty, there would
have rernaihed a sinking fund of twenty. I t is very certain that this plan would have produced the effect, but it
is also certain that the same effect might have been produced by a system of economy more quietly; and it is also
clear that when once the revenue had been made equal to
theexpenditurethe
renfes perp2iueZZes mighthave been
reduced to four per cent. with the consent
of the creditors,
which would have left a sinking fund of twenty millions
for that debt, to beincreased by the falling of the viagdres, which must have determined in
half a century of
themselves. A fairoperationonchurchpropertywould
have given an immense domain. In ten years .the Minister might have proposed and carried plans for simplifying
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the taxes, lessening the expense
of collection, etc., and then
France would have been indisputably the dominating
power of Europe. But Providence had willed it otherwise.”
In a letter to Lord Grenville, written from Vienna on
October Sth, Morris says :
“ 1 canventureto
offer mycongratulationsthatapI last took the liberty
of
pearanceshavemendedsince
troubling your lordship, and also
on the success of the
campaign. It isnot,however,myobjecttoconjecture
probable events, or consider what has been done, but to
communicate an observation I have frequently had occasion t o make. Your enemies spread everywhere the idea
that you oppose a pacification with a view to aggrandize
yourselves in the two Indias, regardless of the blood lavished on the Continent of Europe. This, as you will easily
suppose, excites ill-will ; but yet from the nature of pour
government you are led to
insist in Parliament on the advantages gained by the British nation, and to show that these
result from diversions made by its allies. Such arguments
are turned against you abroad, and become the excuse of
you. Theyaremade
use of
those whohaveabandoned
here to render the war unpopular, and with such success
of muchweighttheCourt
that if publicopinionwere
would have beengreatlyembarrassed.
You b,est can
judge, my lord, whether it be prudent, after insisting that
the war in its prosecution, as in its origin, has been defensive, to declare that the principal objectof it now is to
protect the German Empire and the Low Countries ; that
the dearest interests of Britain are eventually connected
with that defence and protection; that, far from ambitious
views, you look only to the security of yourselves as the
result of that security you seek for others; that a faction,
aided by French armies, having turned against you the
rwmrces of Holland, you had been compelled,forthe
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defence of your Oriental possessions, to seize those posts
from whence they would .otherwise have been annoyed ;
that in like manner you had been obliged to attack the
French islands for the purpose
of saving your own, not
merelyfromcapturebutfromutterdevastation.Such
declarations would have a good effect through Germany,
alreadyundeceivedwithrespecttotheFrenchprofessions. Moreover,’ should you beembroiledwithSpain
itwouldstrengthenyouintheNorthtodeclare,after
dwelling on the unprovoked oppression
of hisCatholic
Majesty, that it justifies you in demanding (as a condition
of peace) that he open his American dominions to comthe
merce of all who now are or hereaftermap be joined with
you in thewaragainst him. Thiskind of crusadewill
not, indeed, be so wonderful as that which was produced
by the preaching of Peter the Hermit, but it may answer
better purposes.”
‘‘ I visit at the Prince CoIoredo’s [October 16th], and on
my return home I find that I have been out, full-dressed,
with a stocking wrong side outward. I remember to have
heard, when young, that this portended good luck, and I
remember also that, having gone out one morning early
I broke my shin before I got bxck, and in taking down
the stocking tolook at it found itwas wrong side outward.
I bear the mark of that misfortune to this hour,
a memento not t o believe in such sayings.
I ‘ Spend the evening at Madame de
Castelalfieri’s,’where
I meettheBarondeGroshlaer.TheMarquisde
LUCchesini says there is n o instance of an army of forty thousand men laying down their
arms, and thence concludes
that Moreau will escape with the loss of his baggage and
artillery. If, however, the defiles areproperlyoccupied,
he may still find it impracticable
to get through. Those
who wish well to Austria think he wiI1 be made prisoner,

i
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for thus I t is that our wishes always lead our judgments,
unless, indeed,ourfearssupersedeour
wishes. In both
cases we may be misled, but the former, in taking us out
of our road, gives us at least a more pleasant path.”
“To-day[October zoth] I dineattheEnglishminister’s. A large dinner to the Duke heir apparent of WurRoyalof Engternberg, who is toespousethePrincess
land. He has a monstrous belly, but seems to be pleasant.
His pale-faced, dancingbrotherishere,
whose want of
ability or attention, or both, caused
no little mischief to
the Allies. There are six of them, of which one-half, including the eldest, were in the Prussian
service, and the
other half in the Austrian service.”
“ I t seemstobeconfirmed[October
21st] that Bonaparte has been obliged to raise the
blockade of Mantua.
He has, it is said,retiredto Verona. If this be true he
must speedily be placed in a most perilous situation. The
fate of Moreau’s army is, I suppose, by this time decided.
“While I was at the Baron de Groshlaer’s a gentleman
came in who, the Baron tells me, is one of the most intelligent men in Vienna. Shortly after I turned the conversation on Hungarian wines, expressing my wish to get some
of the different kinds. He told me that it was extremely
difficult, and mentioned, a m o n g other things, to show the
want of good faith among the Hungarian nobles i n their
commercial dealings, that they had made formerly large
consignments of wine .which they called Tokay,to Vienna,
but it was put into casks under
size, contained a great
many pebbles, and consisted in general of wines from the
neighborhood of Tokay of inferior quality. On the whole,
it Seems unlikely that I shall be able to accomplish my
Object in that respect, which is t o me of no consequence :
but it is of much consequence to t h e c o u n t y whose immorality has deprived it of a great resource.
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“Call in the evening on
M. de Thugut, and mention
some things to him which had occurred to me. H e tells
me that the Emperor has left the conduct
of military affairstotheArchduke,whereforehedeclinesentering
intotheconsideration
of somepoints,butsays
in general that the Prince de CondC would not, he thinks, go at
the head of a forlorn hope into Franche
ComtC. H e acknowledges that the Low Countries may be repossessed
thiswinter,but is apprehensive of Maestricht. He does
not duly consider that this citadel would, from the
moment the Imperial army should arrive at Liege, he in the
middle of an enemy’s country. H e is looking forward to
another campaign, and seems to think that the Directory,
groundingthemselves on theirformerdeclaration,
will
insist onholdingtheannexedterritoryand
so justify
Great Britain in continuing the war.
I think he will be
mistaken, and, pressed by the incumbent danger, they will
at last make such offers as will perplex greatly the British
administration should they be rejected.”
“Afterdinner[October
23d] I visit attheEnglish
minister’s. HereIseeseveral
of my acquaintance.The
Prince of Wiirtemberg makes up tome, and from what he
says I conclude that his agent or envoy for making
the
match between him and the Princess Royal
of England
hastoldhimthat
I was wellreceived at St. James’s. I
learn at Madame Arnstein’s that Monsignor Alberoni
is
expected in a day or two. He brings, they say, the declaration of a religiouswar by thePopeagainst
France.
Visit theBaronnedeGroshlaer.TheBaron
carelessly
says that he thinks the world must take refuge in America. I understand much more than is expressed, but may
be mistaken ; answer as carelessly that it is a very good
country, but afterwards we are a little more particular,
he in questions, I in giving information, mais i t a ) a rien
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encore qui tire d conskpuence. The Sardinian minister sends
srord thathissupper
is postponedforthisevening.
I
learn afterwards that it is on account of the King of Sardinia’s death ; an apoplectic fit has taken him out of all
worldly trouble.”
This morning [October26th] Sir M. Eden presents me
to the Empress. She speaks a little to Colonel Hope, who
is presented at the same time, a few words to me, and has
a long conversation with Sir M. Eden, who leans quietly
a goodsort of little
againstthe wall. She seems to be
woman, but in the course of her conversation she shows
about the eyebrow something which bespeaks high spirit.
She has the Austrian countenance a little. I visit Madame
Oudenarde, who asks me if it be true that I am charged
here with a mission from Congress to ask the liberty of
Lafayette. I laugh at this a little, and then, assuring her
there is no truth in that suggestion, say that it
is a piece
of folly keeping him prisoner. This brings her out
violently against him, and to the same effect Count Dietrichstein, who, indeed, is as much prompted to defend theAustrian administration as to side with his friend. We examine the matter as coolly as their prejudices will admit, and
on the point of right ‘he takes the only tenable ground,
viz., thatthepublicsafetybeingthesupremelaw
of
princes, theEmperor,conceivingitdangeroustoleave
and keeps
Lafayette & Co. atlarge,hadarrestedthem
them still prisoners for the same
reason. Lavaupalliere,
who comesin during the conversation, shows still more
ill-will tothisunfortunatemanthananyone
else. H e
Seems to flatter himself that there is still some chance of
getting him hanged. He treats
him notonly as having
been deficient in abilities, but as having been most ungrateful to the King and Queen, from which last charge I
defend him, in order to see what
may be the amount of
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the inculpation, and it resolves
itself into two favors received from the Court : First, pardon for having gone to
Americanotwithstandingordersgivenhimtotheconto therank
of mardcird de
trary;and,next,promotion
camp over the heads of several who were many of them
men of family. To crown all, he accuses him of the want
of courage, and declares that
he has seen him conturneIiously treatedwithoutresentingit,
To this I give as
peremptory a negative as good breeding will permit, and
he feels it. Indeed, the conversation of these gentlemen,
who have the virtue and good fortune
of their grandfato forget the
thers to recommend them, leads me almost
crimes of the French Revolution ; andoftentheunforgiving temper and sanguinary wishes which they exhibit
make me almost believe that the assertionof their enemies
is true, viz., that it is success alone which has determined
onwhose side should be thecrimesandonwhosethe
misery.”
<‘SirM. Eden takes me [October zgth] to see the Archduchess, who is quite in alt, from the success of the Archduke Charles, who has had some sharp work lately with
the French under Moreau. This last
has, it is said, been
driven back with great loss ; but it might be called driven
forward,becausehewasundoubtedlyontheretreat.”
Among the letters to women which came from Morris’s
a few of them),those to the
pen(andtherewerenot
Countess of Sutherlandmosttruthfullyshowthe
character of the man. More than any
of his correspondents,
shepossessedthegift
of drawingouthisvivacity
and
causing him to betray his innate kindliness in most gracefulandsprightlyfashion.It
is unfortunatethatthere
only remains among the papers one short note from her
ladyship, of no particular importance ; but, however brilliant her letters may have been, to answer them was cer-
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tainly t o Morris a thoroughlycongenialoccupation,in
which he frequently indulged himself.
6‘ Your letter, dear
lady,” he wrote from Vienna, November zd, “ has been long on its way
; it is dated the 15th
September, and reached me the
31st October. How can
YOU ever make it a question whether it is worth while
to
read what you write ? I am tempted to say, with the late
King of France (when one of his brothers wanted to send
off his cara @ma) : ‘Ma foi, si nous Ctions tous aussi
difficiles.’ I dobetter;withoutaskingyouwhether
it
may please you to read, I sit down in the consciousness
that it will please me to write toyau. Well, here I am, in
a country full of f state and ancientry’-howcongenial
tomytasteandfeelingsyouwellknow.Inthedaily
off from
Commission of Z2se d/curmz, I expecttobecut
society and thrown into Gehenna. Think
of this master
Page obliged to live with people who, in the simplicity of
their hearts, know not duly to estimate the differing dignities of a sofa and an elbow-chair. Think of that ! and
then to herd with the dull dogs who prefer conversation
to cards and irreverently prize genius and good humor
beyond stars and ribbons. You say you envy me my tour
-while I only wish that you were here, and envy more
those who had the good sense not to leave you. It would
delightmeto
see yourobservations,for
I thinkyou
I can
would makethemintelligiblewithoutspeaking.
sometimesseeyou,
withthatarchyetmodest
mien. I,
alas ! am likeNoah’s dove. She fluttered over the face
of the waters, not knowing where
to set her feet, poorbird.
I am still farther from the ark’than she, yet n o one pities
me, though ‘I have nobody by me but myself.’
“ y o u will not be visited by the bandes noires, and I am
1 believe thatsuch an electricshock
glad of it.Yet
might purify the humors of the nation ; but it would oc-
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casion great and various mischiefs, for England, swollen
withdropsy-credit, is not so athleticasinearlier
life.
Would it be useful to tap the old lady? That
is a question to be decided by her State surgeons. The thirst for
foreign dominions is perhaps the worst symptom of her
disease, b u t all this in your ear. You know I never liked
your St. Dominiqueexpedition.‘Gold,’saysthe
proverb,‘maybeboughttoo
dear,’ andsugarshould
lose
its sweetness when bought with the priceof blood. Moreover-but I spare you the ‘ moreover,’ because I will not
write either a system or a criticism. I long ago gave you
my opinion that, if the French were checked in front and
a body of troops thrown on their left f l p k , they would be
driven out of Germany or be made prisoners in it. This,
at least, was the idea, and how nearly realized it is needlessto mention. ThatMoreau was notcaptured is not
hisfault, for helingeredlongenough
on theDanube.
Neither is it thefault of theArchduke.Perhaps
&fadam Fortune was to blame, but, be that as it may, there
is, I fear, all the difference between a good, speedy peace
and another bloody, expensive campaign; should you persist, you mustsucceed most a’ndi@utab& ButJohn Bull
seems to grow restive, and his humor may cost him dear.
I have remarked, also, that when a Minister is appointed
he is apt to wish too warmly that his negotiation
may
succeed, whereby it happens that treaties are sometimes
of those w h o make them.
onerous,fromtheeagerness
And now, dear lady, I bidyou adieu, entreating my reI think-unmembrances to your lord, andaddingthe
necessary assurance that I am, yours.
“ P. S. Should Lady
Louisa Macdonald see that comI am making some propound epithet she may imagine
gress in the German language. Truth is, I took a’master
this morning.”
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‘6 It
seemsgenerallybelieved,”saysthe’diaryfor
November 3d “ thattheKing
of Naples‘has made
peacewithFrance.MoreauhasgoneovertheRhine,
afteranothersharpactionwiththeArchdukeCharles.
He has doneeverythingpossibleandhisretreatdoes
him greathonor.DineatMadameArnstein’s
with R
gooddeal of good male company;forhere
as in Hollandit
is, I find, understoodthatmen
may visit a
Jew of goodcharacter,butwomen
would considerit
B derogation.
Alltheworld
is inraptureswiththe
Archduke.”
‘ I There is a procession this day [November 6th]
of an
image saidtohaveshedtears
of blood acentury ago.
The Emperor assists at it. Qu. .- Is this bigotry or policy ?
Visit at Coloredo’s where the heir apparent
of Wiirtemberg gives me an anecdote of Canning, the under-secretary in Lord Grenville’soffice, which falls a little heavy on
His Highness, w h o h a d ’a courier waiting in London to
bring despatches respecting his marriage with the Princess Royal of England. These were made up, but, by a
qui pro quo, after Lord Grenville had gone
to his house
atDropmoor,
Mr. CanningsentthedespatchesGod
knows where, (probably to MI-. Wickham in Switzerland)
for somebody
and gave the Duke’s courier some letters
else. He is not at all pleased at this piece of negligence,
and, indeed, I am not surprised at his discontent. He tells
me thathehasintelligencelateanddirectfromParis
which assures him the Directory will not be able to obtain
either the men or the money they have
‘asked for, and
thereforehethinksabetterpeacecanbemadewith
FrancenextMarchthanatpresent.It
is said thatthe
M. deGnostiz
troops areinfullmarchforItaly,etc.
tells me the Emperor is to have sixty thousand Russians
next campaign in the pay of England,whohasunder-
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taken to provide for them as soon as they come to a spot
where they can be useful to the Allies.”
TheletterwrittentoLordGrenvilleonOctober5th
been sent,
for lack of a suitable opportunity had never
but again writing to him on November 6th, and enclosing
at the same time the former letter, Morris says :
‘LMy letter to you, my lord, written a month ago, might
now be suppressed, since a change of circumstances renders the greater part, if not the whole of it, impertinent;
but it will serve to prove that I have not been unmindful
of my promise. Were it evidentthatpeacewouldtake
place what I am going to say might well be spared, but I
believe in anothercampaign.InthatcaseSpain
will
become a party against you, and the everlasting bone of
contention, Gibraltar,* may perhaps be her object
of attack, unless she should adopt the plan proposed last
year
of conquering it in the West Indies.
You will probably
exldeavor, on the other hand, to make serious impressions
so doing must conon her American dominions, and in
tendwith a climatemoredangerousthanyour
enemy.
Two modes have presented themselves to my mind. One,
which I mentionedcursorily to Sir MortonEden, has
probablyoccurredtoyourlordship,
viz., transporting
some Lascars from India to Mexico. These would indeed
find an open country, but the extentof it and othercauses
wouldrendertheimpressionlesspermanentthan
you
is more simple. The
Emwould desire. The other mode
peror might furnish some troops from Croatia and other
unhealthy places, who are inured from infancy to baneful
exhalations.
These,
under
the
pretext
of
garrisoning
* In 1782 Admiral Rodney, when England seemed on the brink of ruin.
saved her honor by a decisive repulse of the allied armarqent before Gib-

of the
raltar,thussecuring to England thatvaluablepossession.InApril
sameyearRodneydefeatedand
dispersed the French fleet in the West
Indies .
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Gibraltar and attacking Cadiz, would keep your enemy in
alarm.But,
oncebeyondthestraits,they
wouldrapidly
run down the longitude and arrive at such point of attack
asshould bedeemedmost advisable. If, as issaid, the
Pope nleans to declare a holy war against France and her
allies, he might give you a detachment of monks, supplied
with the due quantity of bulls and such like ammunition
from the Vatican.These,
in the bigotedcountry
you
have to deal with, would produce great effect ; and this,
my lord,appearsto
me thecheapestand bestmode of
openingtoyourselvesthedirectcommerce
of Mexico
and Peru, which, added to the acquisitions already made,
wouId fully indemnify you for the expenses incurred and
of the contest.Before
I
to be incurredinthecourse
close this letter I must testify the pleasure I felt in reading theKing’sspeech.
I t isexcellent.
I am, my lord,
very truly yours.”
“To-day [November 7th], on my return from a walk, I
find myvalet-de-chambrein
trouble; he has been
summoned by thepolice, and t h h k s t h e y meanto make a
soldier of him. E writetotheEnglishministerand
to
the Minister of the Police, and finally give him a certificate, and all is settled. Mr. Scott tells me, de science cevtaine,
that Sir M. Eden has received advices from Lord Mallory
at Paris by a messenger. This thing
is in itself indifferent, but Sir M. Eden takes pains to keep it a secret, which
is an affectation of mystery much misplaced ; for it is one
of thosethingswhichcannotbeconcealed,andwhich
theenemy m u s t have known much earlier than he
did.
He has received this day, and wishes to circulate, the news
that the evacuation of Corsica is countermanded.
The courier whose arrival is to be kept secret walks
about the town conversingwith the Englishof his acqnaintante. I visit after dinner the Count de Pergin, Minister
I‘
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of the Police, to thank him for not committing an act
of
outrageous oppression ; for such it would have been to
have taken up a stranger, the servant of a stranger, and
forced him into military service.
He has,however,made
a verypolite(thoughmagisterial)answerto
m y letter,
andthisitiswhichinduces
me to leave a cardat his
door, for he is not at home.”
“ Having begun this month with the studyof Germana difficult enterprise, especiaily atmy time of life-I appropriate my morningstoit.Dine[Novemberrzth]
st M.
de Schoenfeldt‘s, whose cook was taken
ill two days ago,
when I was to have tasted the productions of his art. He
is since dead, but the dinner seems not to
havesuffered
by the -demise of his authority and jurisdiction to a female
successor. I learn that M. Pellin, whowas thefaisear of
Mirabeau, dines every day with M. Thugut. This M. Pellinhas been painted to me as one of the most corrnpt
men living. Voild rfieaajeu pour Zes 3yan~ais. I presume
that, when Mirabeau came over to the Court, Pellin
was
so much let into the secret as thnt now they are
obliged
to treat him with attention.”
“This morning [November rsth] Sir M. Eden presents
me to the Archduchesses, sisters of the Emperor, and Madame of France. The elder Archduchess, who is betrothed
to the heir apparent of Naples, has a striking resemblance
to the Queen of France, which I mention to her, and she
tells me that others have observed it.
God send she may
not experience a similar fate ; but she seems, at any rate,
if that be true which is redestined to awretchedlife,
ported, viz., that her intended husband is but just above
idiocy. Madame of Francestrikes me bythestrong resemblance she bears to her father, Louis XVI., and I cannot help observing, when
we leave her presence, on the
poor mother,and mould
malignitywhichpursuedher
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have persuaded the world that this was an offspring produced by her gallantries. Every trait gives the
lie to thai
aspersion.”
“Yesterday [November 14th) brought the account that
the Austrian armies had advanced towards Italy, and this
day two couriersarrive,one of whichbringsnewsthat
Davidovitch had beaten the French on the
7th, after ;v1
obstinatecontest,
a littlebeyondTrent,andtaken
a
thousand prisoners, with five pieces of cannon. The other
announces the advance of Alvinzi on the 7th, (after the
repulse of the French on. the 6th, which was announced
yesterday) to Vicenza, which the enemy had abandoned,
retreating to Montebello, which
is, I understand, a very
important post, andwhere,probably, M. Bbnaparte will
make his stand. If, as is most likely, his forces be already
much diminished by disease, he
will probably now meet
the usual fate of French armies east of the Alps. Go to
I amtoldsome
anecdotes of
Madame Arnstein’s.Here
M. Rassoomovsky,i and his amour with the Queen of Naples, with whom he had been the predecessor of M. dA1ton ; her asking then his recall, etc. ; also a history of his
precedingamourwiththeGrandDuchess
; the discovmay of consoling him for her
ery of it to the Duke, by
death, which last was supposed necessary to the peace and
quiet of the Russian Empire. The manner
of it supposes
the imperial Catherine to be superior to what are called
the finer feelings. With this
is connected a story how the
King of Naples, a good sort of man, prevailed, after much
entreaty, on the Grand Duke to see Rassoomovsky, then
ambassador a t his Court, to which he at length consented,
but uponhisenteringturned
his backupon him. The

* Rmsoomousky. a Russian nobleman, best known as the friend and pat‘On Of Beethoven, who

s‘’Omov&y Quartets.

dedicated to him, among other works, the famous Ras-
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other, ea vrai Russe, fell on his knees, and in that humble
manner followed him about the apartment. Yet this man
is considered here as haughty. There may be reason for
it, too, because kauteur and bassesse are too frequently al.
lied.”
‘‘ I learntoday[November16thlthatSpain
has de$lared war against Great Britain, and that Admiral Mann,
flying from a superior force, took shelter under rhe guns
of Gibraltar, This does not look like peace.”
“At Madame Pergin’s, to-night [November zoth], I happen to sit next to Madame Haften,
a Marseillaise amie of
M. del Gallo. The Cardinal Alberoni, who comes in
and
makes a trio with us, maintains a most liberal, or, as precise folks might not
miscall it,alibertineconversation,
trPs aimabl’e, but he has un ton de
He is said here to be
beaucouptroplibrepour
ce
qu’on
appelle,
en
France,
la bonne socidte. This leads to conclusions on the taste of
Vienna which I certainly shall not draw without further
observation. Madame is assezgaie, but from that no unfavorable deductions can be made. The Prince Sapeiha comes
in, aud, in a general conversationon the beauty of a certain
Iady, it is inquired whether she be belle or jolie; and different persons opine different ways, till at length, .the voices
being equal, the Prince brings forward, to instancehis distinctions, Madame Mostoska on one side, Mesdames LiniouskiandKinski
on theother,givingdecided
preference to the two latter, who are certainIy
fine forms and
figures. Theformer, with an open,ingenuous countenance and lively sweetness of expression, has pleased me
much for the few times I have seen her, which Madame
Haften has observed, and cites me as her advocate. Upon
this I seize the occasion, and, addressing myself to him :
‘ Mbn prince, je ne me donne pas pour dCfendeur de Madame Mostoska, car elle n’en a pas besoin; encore rnoins
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me permettrai-je de faire des comparaisons,
puisqu’il s’y
trouve toujours quelque chose d’odieuse. Je ne ferai qu’une seule observation : que m’importe le plus beau palais
du monde, si toutes les portes en sont toujours fermhes?’
Shouldthissayingcirculate
I should not be sorry, because it will strike someone whose stiff manner I might
be offended at if anything of this sort could offend, but
which I pity, because it is truly ‘ pitoyable.’ The Prince
is completely silenced, saying only he is glad the unhappy
Poles have been able to preserve something in their generalmisfortune.He,as
well as Madame Mostoska, is of
that ci-dezlant nation.”
‘‘ News is received ’ [November z ~ s t ]that Commodore
Elphinstone has taken, in Saldanha Bay, the Dutch fleet,
consisting of three ships, five frigates, and transports with
four thousand troops, without firing a shot. This is very
important, in that it secures the whole of the East Indies,
of which the Cape of Good Hope is an essential out-work.
“Spend part of the evening at Madame Castelalfieri’s,
whence I depart before supper, but having had, the rare
thingforthiscountry,somepleasantconversation.In
speaking with Monseigneur Albani on the state of public
affairs, my freedom brings forwardhis, and he tellsme that
his Court is so extremely feeble that nothingcan be hoped
from
them.
He acknowledgestheultimateapprehensions of Italy from the House of Austria, and, as to the
present views of theFrench,saysveryjustlythatthe
which, once
temporalities of theChurcharemenaced,
gone, nomoralforce
now remainsby which torecover
them.”
“Therehasbeen
some severefightinginItaly,
and,
to judge by the government account [November
26th-J’
Ahinzihasbeensadlybeatenand
his army dispemed.
Bonaparteattackedhimthe
16th and 17th. The loss is:
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said to have been great on both sides, which seems proba.
able, but it appears to me that, if great and unknown obstacles did not prevent it, Alvinzi should have marched to
the right of Verona and formed a junction with Davidovitch, instead of marching to the left and increasing,
by
that means, thedistaacebetweenthetwoarmies,
so as
to render a co-operation impracticable. Davidovitch has,
!lowever, gained a considerableadvantage,onthe
18th
havingtaken
a thousandprisonersandsomecannon,
wvhich lastarticle proves that he has gained a complete
victory. I conclude that Bonaparte fights thus obstinately
i n the hope of taking Mantua before it can be
relieved.
On thatpointseemstoturnthefate
of Italy. Sir M.
Eden assures me that the loss of the French under Bonaparte was equal to that of the Austrians under Alvinzi.”
‘‘ To-day [November zgth] I see an English newspaper
containingtheaddress
of thePresident of theUnited
of theensuing
Statestohisfellow-citizensonoccasion
election,in which hedeclinesbeing
a candidate.This
gives me very great pain. Thereare said tobe news
of
from Italy of a very unpleasant nature. The garrison
Mantua is in want of everything but bread. It will, I fear,
befoundthat
man liveth not by breadalone.
M. de
St. Priest assures me that the Empress of Russia is desays
termined now to sendtroopsagainstFrance.He
that Great Britain offered last year a million sterling as a
subsidy to the Empress,who would notacceptit
then.
He tells me that Lord Malmesbury is treated contemptlzously at Paris, which conduct is, in his opinion, very absurd. I remember that my friendWoronzowrejoiced to
the King of Great Britain over the haughty answer-of the
Directory to the propositions made throughMr. Wickham
last year, considering it as the only false step which they
had made inpolitics.
He did not then, neither does
M.

I
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de St. Priest,considerbothsides
of thequestion.The
of their own nation, and,
Directory consider the temper
in the way
being determined to reject treaty, they do it
which can bestraise the spirits of the French and give,
at the same time, an air of k h i to their proceedings which
may dazzleother nations. Atpresenttheycount,
I believe, on an alliance with the Turks as well as with Spain,
and, if theTurksmakeanirruptionintoHungary,the
force of this Empire will be greatly shaken. The fate of the
war seems to depend much on the relative marine forces
in the Mediterranean. Will Great Britain be able to preserve thesuperioritythere
? Thisis a seriousquestion
for the Emperor. Mr. Scott lends me Burke's pamphlet,*
which is strongly thought and in general well expressed,
butthecoloringtoo
high. There was intheFrankfort
of theBritishCabinetthroughLord
paperananswer
Malmesbury to the French Directory. This answer is well
drawn, but the Directory, who answer with contemptuGus
brevity, have, however, the advantage in reserve of being
able to say that Britain, though called upon, has not specified theconditions of peacewhichshemeanstopropose, but only brought forward a vague, abstract proposition which, denied, would lead to long investigation and
which, admitted,bringsthequestionstobeagitated
in
concluding a peace to no nearer decision than before. It
is evident,however,bythehightone
of theDirectory,
that they wish to avoid treaty, otherwise they would have.
made this simple observation, and it is evident also that
theBritishadministrationdo
not considermatters
as
ripe, orthey would notdirectthe
discussion of moot
points. In effect, this Court is not yet, I believe, decided
as toits
object. Conversing with Sir M. Edenabout
*Letten on a Regicide Peace, which denounced Pitt's attempt to negotiate with France. .

.
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general affairs, I express the idea that the misfortunes in
Italyshouldinducethisgovernmenttoabandon
it. He
acknowledges that thereis a kind of spell upon everything
there, but thinks that, if Italy be abandoned, everything
there will go to ruin. I fully agree with him, but
insist
thattheEmperorhadbetterleavetheItalianstotheir
fatethanruinhimself
in tryingto savethem.
I find,
however,thatotherideasprevailhere.
Quem deus vult
pevdere, etc. I mention to him Lafayette’s detention, and
find from what he says that there is not much likelihood
thathe will ‘speedilybeliberated.
I statetohimwhat
has occurred to me on Lord M.’s negotiation at Paris, and
he feels but tries to color the objections.
“ T h e Marquis de Salints dines withme [December sth],
He mentions with some indignation the wretched conduct
of his Court, but adds that nothing
is left for an individual but silent concern. It seems clear that all Italy
will
be at the mercy of the French, and he thinks Naples will
of Spain,andbecometheally
of
followtheexample
France. I aminclined to thesameopinion.Thiseveni n g the Venetian ambassador tells me that Alvinzi has retired,andDavidovitchisbeaten.
The affairs of Italy
seem to be very bad for this Court, to which it would appear that the French Court are still making overtures
of
peace.MadameRassoomovsky,withwhom
I spendthe
evening, entertains much by the naif histories which she
gives of herself in her presentation here as ambassadress,
andherreceptionat
Moscow by herfather-in-law.
She
admiresmuchtheEmpress
of Russia, not merelyasa
great sovereign but as a pleasant woman, and tells, among
of a sleighing party inwhichher
other things, a story
coachman overset her, and excused himself by saying that
he had tried for an hour to overturn the sleigh of a page
without effect, and could not have succeededif he had not
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seized that opportunity,
in doing which he hadgone further
thanhehadintended.Shesmiled,andbeggedhim
in
future to play such tricks when there was nobody in the
is, however, accused, and I believe
carriage. This woman
But
justly, of manyacts of a mostseriouscomplexion.
suchishumannature.Malcolm,Ithink,
says, L Agood
andvirtuousnaturemayrecoil
in animperialcharge.’
The nuncio tells me that the King of Naples, in rectifying
his treaty with France, has included the Pope, but in such
of thepapaldominionsattheir
way as t o leaveapart
mercy ; that the French have, indeed, retracted those articles which gave most uneasiness to the people of Rome in
regard to the religious rightsof His Holiness, but have left
enough to destroy all his ghostly authority. The Venetian
ambassador tells me that things go badly yet in Italy. It
is said, however, that Wiirmser in a late sortie has taken
some cattle and gained considerable advantage.”
“ T h e news arrives this day[December ~ o t h ] t h a t t h e
in
Empress of Russia is dead.Shefeltanunusualheat
her head, to remedy which she put her feet
in ice, and
died instantly of an apoplectic fit. She certainly took the
direct road to apoplexy. The new Emperor* immediately
discharged the life-guards, and sent for his own regiment
t o perform that duty. This event may contribute to change
theface of Europe.Hemayperhaps
find itfor his interest to let the Emperor
of GermanyandEnglandbe
he applies balsams to the woundreduced by France, while
ed population and finance of his immense dominions. On
theotherhand,itseemstomethat
so soon as Russia
abandons her plans of conquest she risks being divided
in her turn. I presume that, among the great effects to
a smallone will be to
result fromthissuddenchange,

* Catherine 11. wassucceeded by her more
Was

murdered in 1801.

or less insane son Paul, who
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lower the tone of self-sufficiency and intolerable haateur of
M.l’hnbassadeur, which has, I find, greatly disgusted the
people here.”
‘(I t is said this day [December, II th] that the Empress
of Russialivedthirtyhoursaftertheattack,but
was
speechless all the time; that it was in sea-water, not in ice,
that she put her feet; that it was by advice of an Arminian physician in whom she had great confidence, and was
to cure a swelling in her legs. I t is said, also, that advices
of several days subsequent to her decease announce that
no changes had taken place at Court. Ageneral expectation is raised that this sudden death will produce extensive consequences.”
M . Eden’s.
“Spend the evening [December rzth] at Sir
M. de St. Priesttells m e heretheaccountshehasreceivedfromPetersburg
of the late event. The old lady
was, ontheevening
of November Isth, in veryhigh
at herusualhour.Themorning
of
spiritsandretired
the 16th she, as U S U R ~ ,breakfasted, and employed herself
i n writing. M. le Prince Zubow (her favorite) came in as
usual,andaftersomeconversationretiredto
his apartment, and she went to the garde-rube. As she stayed avery
long time her women became at last alarmed, and one of
themventured to go in. She was found l y i n g o n the
it, andsentfor
floor. Theygot a mattress,laidheron
vomits
medical assistance. Shewasbledrepeatedlyand
given, but she remained speechless, and died on the evening of the 17th at half-past nine, just six and thirty hours
of theattack.Her
bowels, it appears,
fromthetime
weremortified, supposed to arise from the sharpness
of
humorsthrownback
o n thesystem
by the use of a
marinebath
to herfeet.Zubowsent
off for her son,
the present Emperor, then at his country-seat, who came
immediately to town, etc.
He has not only preserved
to
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thisfavoriteaplace,but
madehim a marshal. H e has
giventheregiment of guards to his sons. H e hassent
for the Princes Repsin and RQWOW, to consult. them
on the military affairs, in which he projects considerable
changes. H e told theImperialenvoythathe
would
He
strictlyperformall
his engagementstothisCourt.
gave a similar assurance to the English minister in
presence of the Prussian minister, and then, turning to the latter, told him he should equally perform his engagements
t o the Court of Berlin. As all these engagements do not
well consist together, under present circumstances,his professions amount to little or nothing, and leave him at liberty to shape his conduct according to hisconvenience.
The mother had taken her measuresto send a considerable
force against France, and among them was the new levy
of one hundred thousand recruits, but
as he has countermanded the order given for that purpose, it seems likely
that the engagements madewith the Emperor and England are not to be performed in that respect. I t is, moreover, usual for sovereigns to adopt different measures from
those pursued by their predecessors, and in all probability
his dCbut will be favorable to Prussia-perhaps to peace.”
‘(Spend the evening [December 17th] at
Madame Potoska’s. Nothing new, onlythatthe
new Emperor of
Russia has declared he will give audience twice a week to
all his subjects; has abolished a little tax which was laid
on them and which fell chiefly on the poor, spends three
hours a day in exercising his guards, and courts the more
potent nobles by bestowing great placeson them ; among
others, that of marshal to
a manwho is paralytic. I t is
whispered at Petersburg that he means to make Moscow
his residence, and this seems to accord with his veneration
for the memory of his father, who was, it is said, disposed
to throw Russia back to barbarism, from which Peter the
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Great had raised her. H e has, it seems, ordered sixmonths.’
mourning for his father. The weather is as cold here today as man need
wish, and would not greatly disparage
Petersburg.”
I go by appointment
“This morning [December 18thI
to Baron de Thugut’s, and beginby announcing to him my
departure,withtheusual
offer of service, andaddthat
before I go it seemed proper thatI should troublehim with
some ideas on the present state
of affairs. I premise the
conviction that nothing is to be expected
from the new
Emperor of Russia, and then state what may be done if a
victory in Italy be vigorously followed up without those
me‘mgements which, in a war of this sort, must ever prove
injurious.
Mention
what
may
be
effected
by
forcing
Spain to cede commercial privileges, and how that would
tend to invigoratethe finances, moreespecially
if the
conlmunication by canals be effected ; and on this head
mention the kind of canal which appears tome best calculated for this country, with some reasons of policy, both
civil and military, for adopting it. I state to him the reais imporsons why, especially in
the present moment, it
tant to bring over the Prussian Cabinet-which
point we
discuss a little-and calm his
apprehensions from the increased power of that monarch in case such ideas should
be adopted. I state to him the certitude that Russia must
sooner or later be the enemy of Prussia from geographical
reasons, and add that Prussia is far from being formidable
when compared with a country of real resources, such 8 s
theAustrian‘monarchy.
I tell him that I ampersuaded
the French will, if they secure Italy, stimulate the Turk
to war and break into Hungary in order
to restore Poland. H e smiles at this and tells me, first, that the Prussians, whointhecasesupposedwouldbealliesofthe
Turk, cannot wish for the re-astabiishment of Poland
; and,
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secondly, that the Turks, far from attending to an object
which so nearly concerns them, view the fate
of Poland
with perfect indifference ; that he was in Constantinople at
the time of the first partition, and found them totally inattentivetoit.
I donotchoose to observe to him, as I
might, that the situation of Europe is now materially different, and that theywill not want counsellors to point out
the importance of the present moment. After having said
as much as was proper, and received his thanks for the
communication, I take out a letter I hadreceivedfrom
Madame la Marquise de la Montague, sister of Madame
of
de Lafayette. M. deThugutcontradictstheaccount
ill-treatment, expresses the wish that they had never had
anything to do with him, and assures me that Madame de
Lafayette may leave the prison whenever she pleases, but
that she must not be permitted to go backwards and forwards. I solicit his release, but find it is in vain. H e says
that probably he will be discharged at the peace; to which
I reply that I never had any doubt of that and had taken
upon me long ago to give suchassurances, but that I wish
it were done sooner, and add that I am sure it would have
agoodeffect
inEngland,givingmy
reasons. H e says
that if England will ask for him they will be very glad to
get rid of him in that way, and they may, if they please,
turn him loose in London.”
“Spend the evening [December rgth] a: Sir M. Eden’s,
of Wiirtemwhere there is a large company. The Duke
to
berggoes off to-morrowforHamburgandLondon,
espouse the Princess Royal, on which subject
we have a
littlebadinage.
They say he is ill-tempered, but he certainly has a good understanding. She also is said t o be
ill-tempered, and in that case they will have a rare rndnage.
Mr. Bacon, who is just arrived from London, says that the
nation is stillingoodspirits,andfearslittlefromthe
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Spanish mar. M. deSt.Priesttellsme
his newsfrom
Petersburg. The Emperor took his son to the apartment
where Kosciusko * lay ill. H e told the prisoner that he
saw in him a man of honor whu had done his duty, and
from whom he asked no other security but his word that
he would never act against him. Kosciusko attempted to
rise, but the Emperor forbade him ; sat half an hour and
conversed with him, told his
son to esteem the unhappy
prisoner, u~howas immediately reIeased-the guard taken
off into Siaway. At the same time expresses were sent
beria, andtenthousandPolesconfinedthere
received
is
passports and money to bring them home. This story
afterwards told to me by M. Lanskorenski, a Pole, who can
scarcely restrain his tears as he relates it. They are all of
theminecstasy,andthatsingletraitdoesmore(in
my
Russian part of Poland
opinion)towardssecuringthe
than an army of zo,ooo men. But yet the character of the
Poles is not such as may securely be trusted; the great are
too corrupt, and the body of the people too much abased,
M. de St. Priest tells me another thing which
he says he
war
isassured o f ; viz., thatSpainhasenteredintothe
with a view (from overtures made by the French Direcson on the throne of
tory) of placing the King's second
France. I teil him, hereupon, that E have Iong suspected
something still more important to the peace
of Europe ;
viz., thattheheir
of theSpanishmonarchyshould
be
necessarily
placed on theFrenchthrone.Thiswould
overturn Portrrgal, and, with the possession of the territory
*Thaddeus Kosciusko. a. Polishpatriotand general, went to America in
the friend of Washington. H e defended
Warsaw in 1794,was overpowered, wounded, and taken prisoner. The Emperor Paul released him after two years' imprisonment, and offered him his
sword, which Kosciusko refused, saying he had no need of a sword since he
had no longer a country." He died in Switzerland in ~8x7,
having abolished
rerfdom on his Polish domains

~ mfought
. at Yorktown, and was
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now in the hands of France, added to the greater part
of
America, go near towards that universal monarchy
so long
apprehended, though, indeed, in a different shape-a general influence instead of a general domination. This idea I
was always cautious not to publish, and only mentioned it
I couldrely on.
tooneortwopeoplewhosediscretion
When the young Duke of Orleans and his brethren were
invited to go to America, I considered it as a part of that
system? andamstillintheexpectationthatit
will be
somehow or other effected. To consolidate it, they should
contrive to get the French princess here forhis wife.”
In a letter to Lord Grenville, December zrst, written
afterhisinterviewwithBarondeThlrgut,Morris
says,
d propos of Lafayette and the willingness
of the government to liberate him if England should ask for his release :
“Now, my lord, I wish you to consider that when peace
takesplacehe
will, of course,beliberated,andgoto
I
America. H e willhavemore
or lessinfluencethere.
believe he will have a good deal. You may, if you please,
send him thither under such a weight of notorious obligation that he shall be incapable of disserving you. And
if you take him now, there are two supposable cases in
which, if heweretwentytimes
a Frenchman,hewould
be inclined to serve you, viz., a restoration of the titular
monarch, or the full establishmentof the present rulers of
his country. In all cases, you would do an act agreeable
to America which would cost you nothing ; and I am sure
YOU are not to learn that such things propitiate more the
minds of menthanmoresolid
services,which, however
they may promote the interests, seldom fail to wound the
you incline to this
pride of theobligedparty.Should
measure, the least hint would induce the American minister to request it on the part of the United States, unless,
which I should deem the better mode, you did it of your
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Own motive. The effect wouldthenbegreat,evenin
now of noimportancethere,
France.Forthoughheis
that nation is highly sensible to every actof nobleness and
generosity."
'(To-day [December z ~ s t ]I visit many of my friends,
and announce my departure. In the evening go to M. de
Trautmansdorfe'sassembly.
I havehereaninteresting
conversation with the Cardinal Albani, or, rather,
MonsignorAlbani,for I believe he is notyet a cardinal. He
tells me he is laboring to bring about an intimate connectionbetweenhis
Courtand this. Hehasstatedfairly
that they have no longer any apprehensions from Austria,
but,beingcompelledtochoosebetweenFrance,
who
menaces therights of property,andAustria,whocan
only attempt changes in the political system, they natuto be
rally prefer the latter from the weightier danger
fearedfromtheother
side. I suggest to himanother
idea, which he seizes and promises to make use of, thanki n g me for it ; that the spiritual arms of the Pope-of little avail in times of tranquillity-may become dangerous
in supposable circumstances ; that the ignorance of the
peopIe, which forms here a principal support of the sovereign, is in some considerable degree to be attributed to
the influence of religion,andthatthePope
may find
himself under a necessity of tearingthatveil
of prejudice which is now stretched before the eyes of the vulThese expressions, I observe, are too strong to fall
fromhislips,
but I use them to
a man of the worldto
avoid circumlocution, and he will convey the ideas in his
own way. 1 also statetohimwhat
effectmay be produced, according to my conception of it, in Spain by the
of the country take
papal thunders, should an invasion
place. Mention to the Prince de Reusse, who is an intelligent man., brother to the Imperial Minister at Berlin,

gar.
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the conduct which strikes me as advisable
in Italy, and
which,indeed, I hadsuggested to M. deThugut.The
Prince tells me that he thinks something very like it will
be pursued,andlamentsthatithadnotbeenadopted
in the Empire ; thiswouldexpose(forthepresent)
to
some difficulties, but will come forward in due season if
the war continue, and more especially
if it be attended
with success. Ask Lucchesini if it be true that the King
of Prussia isdropsical.
H e assuresme of thecontrary,
from letters recently received which particularly mention
His Majesty’s health-from which
I infer that he has indeedreceivedletterswhichrelatetotheobject
; they
prove thatsomequestionexistsrespectingit,andthen
his known veracity leads me to believe that they contain
He enjoys that
about the reverse of what he announces.
happy reputation that, in order to lie, he need only speak
the truth. The nuncio tells me that the Imperial Court
has giventhemGeneralCollitocommandthearmies
of His Holiness, and seems well pleased with the choice.
M . Galitzin is arrived to announce the accession
of the
RussianEmperor.
H e isrunningamuckatpopularity, and while allthe batlauds s t pdment d’admiration, I
cannot but reflect that such conduct marks more vanity
thangreatness,TheBarondeGroshlaercomestosee
me. H e tells me thatmyarrivalhereoccasionedmuch
inquiry. Peopleattributed to me differentobjects,and,
finding none plausible, at last set my journey down to the
account of M. deLafayette.
I understandthat all this
M. de Lafayette
arises from what has passed respecting
between M. Thugut and me. I finally tellhimthatthe
onlydifferencebetweenmeand
the young Englishmen
ofwhom there is a swarmhere is, that I seekinstruction with gray hairs, and they with brown. ’
. “Visit Madame de Stahremberg, where
I meet the RusVOL 1L-16
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sian ambassador, who is gravely disserting to the ladies
on weepers-theirdifferentkinds,uses,origin,etc.,all
which is important and suitable to his situation, and,
of
course, becoming. Madame de Shoenfeldt catches my eye,
and looks as if she thought it comical. M. Lanskorenski
tells me that the new Emperor of Russia has made a great
reform ; hehasseparatedthecivilfromthemilitary
power. I take him a little aside, and say, ‘ Qu’il prenne
garde A h i . Le despote qui s’avise de remcidier aux abus,
doit se persuader, d’abord, qu’il en est lui-m&me le plus
grand de son empire, et
si une fois on se met raisonner
it lasourcede
tout.’
surlesabus,onmontefacilement
Urge M. de St. Priest,whoagreeswithme
in opinion
that nothing is to be expected from this Emperor, who
seems to have taken Joseph (ubicunque Secundus) for his
model, to endeavor to reconcile the Courts of Vienna and
Berlin as the only probable means of restoring peace to
Europe. He seems to have no disposition for this, though
he is obliged to acknowledge that it is the only resource.
H e mentions insurrections at Breslau, and a proclamation
is fully
from the King of Prussia which proves that he
aware of the danger of certain principles in his dominions.
“The Bishop of Nancycalls onme, and I give him, as fully
as I may, the statement of a concern in which the French
Princess is interested.AtMadameColorath‘sassembly
I see the Prince de Reusse, and enter into conversation
with him and an acquaintance of his whom I don’t know.
He attributes the ill-success in Italy to the bad generalof officers in that
ship in some degree, and also to the want
army and the consequent bad composition of the troops.
The deficiency of officers he traces up to asystem adopted
at the close of the Seven Years’ War, by which the pmchase of commissions was permitted.Thisbroughtinto
the army a great number of people who possessed nothing
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but money, and these, during
a long peace, learnt only
to manceuvre their troops on the parade. Time,
however,
naturally brought them on to the rank of general officers,
and now they feel the want
of those men of rank who,
having made war a profession, would have sought-knowledge and experience in foreign service while their own
country was at peace. He tells me that Alvinzi, a’brave,
good officer, is crippled by the gout, and,
of course, unequal
He saysthatWiirmser’s
in activity to hisopponent.
misfortune, when he entered Italy, was owing to Quasdanowitch, who scattered his troops about so as to expose
them towhathappened,
viz., beingcut off indetail. I
observe that this was in some measure the fault of Wurmser, who, in digesting his plan, ought to have foreseen at
least the case of success, and to have given orders for the
conduct which was in that
case to be pursued.
H e tells
me that such orders as I suppose were actually given but
if so, Quasdanowitch
not complied with. Ireplythat,
ought to have been punished. He says one of their great
faults here is neither to put the guilty or negligent in the
of
way of punishment,nor afford toothersthemeans
exculpating themselves. He.mentionsthehard
case of
General -,
who lost Italy, and assigns that
loss to a
very triflingincident.
H e had aninferiorforce
to the
enemy, being at most in the proportion
of two to three.
He determined to take possession of a river near Genoa,
and, whilehekepttheenemyincheckthere,hegave
orders to General -to attack them on the 14th. H e
made his dispositions accordingly on the
13th, and gave
; but one of his aidesthe proper orders to General
de-camp, not having finished copying the orders till twelve
o’clock at night, thought it most regular to date them on
the 14th, as, in fact, they were not sent off till the 14th.
As they contained orders for the
morrow, of course General

-
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prepared himself to fight on the
15th. Attacked on
on
the rqth, he was overpowered by numbers, but
the 15th obtained the most brilliant victory, taking away,
of cannon ; but new
among other things, twenty pieces
troopscoming o n continuallyagainsthim,hewasat
lengthoverpowered by numbers,andbeaten also. Thus
Italy was overrun by the French armies because n stupid
aide-de-camp misdated an order.
I express to the gentleis, I find, conmen my surprise that Colonel Mack, who
sidered here by professional men as being the best among
them, is not sent to Italy. He says the Emperor has
not
so good an opinion of him, being surrounded by a very
small circle who are Mack’s enemies ; that the Council of
War has recommended him, but the recommend aIont‘was
not noticed. This reminds me of what Madame Arnstein
toldmelastnight;
viz., thatthegovernment
is in the
hands of a very few persons devoted to the Empress, who
keep her husband secluded from everybody
who would
givehimusefulinformation.People,
I find, differvery
My friendthe Baronde
much upon allthesesubjects.
Groshlaer told me that M. de Lehrbach was by no means
of so much ability as I supposed ; had been educated to
the magistracy, and isof an impetuous temper,which runs
awaywith him. I passapart of the evening with Madame Potoska, andgo afterwards with the Prince deReusse
to the midnight mass. H e is a Protestant and, of course,
not diverted by any conscientious motive from observing
with me the scene. A great number of women of the town
are here ; also some of higher rank, and lower principles.
The principal object of a great part of the congregation
of occasionforsensuality.
seemstobethearranging
The music is good, but I own that this mode of employing an edifice dedicatedtosacredpurposesdoes
not
accord with my feelings”

-
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“ A t t h e Archduchess’sto-night[December
2gth] one
of the little princes, brother to the Emperor, and who
is
truly an Archduke, asks me to explain to him the different uniforms worn by the young English-of whom there
of
are a greatnumber here,allinregimentals.Some
these belong to no corps at all, and the others to yeomanry
fencibles,etc.,all of which purport to be raised for the
defence of their country, in case she should
be invaded ;
butnow, when the invasion seems most imminent, they
are abroad and cannot be made to feel the ridiculous
indecency of appearing in regimentals. Sir M. Edenand
othershavegiventhemthebroadesthints,withoutthe
least effect. One of themtold me alltheworldshould
I bowed, and told
not laugh him out of his regimentals.
him thegreatestmonarchinEuropewasnotstrong
enough to brave public opinion. I see him,
however, this
afternooninhisuniform.ItellthePrincethatIreally
am not able to answer his question, but that, in general, I
believe these dresses are worn for convenience in travelling. He smiles at this, and asks what can be the meaning of a blue coat worn by Lord Cowper, with gold lace
I suppose,
and a red cape. ‘That,’ says he, laughing, ‘is,
a Court uniform.’
If I were an Englishman I should be
hurt at these exhibitions, and, as it
is, I am sorry for it.
I observe,however,
onthisoccasion,whathasoften
struckmebefore.
They cite as incontrovertibleauthority in England the general conduct of young men, from
whence I am led to suppose that old men are in the habit
of admitting the validity of such authority. And now I
find that here they assume it as unquestionable that the
Young men of England have a right to adjust the cereof the two
monial of Vienna. The politicalrelations
countries induce the good company here to treat them
with politeness, but nothing prevents their being laughed

246

DIARY A N D LETTERS OF

[CHAP.XXXVI.

at, as I found the other evening at Madame Groshlaer’s,
where the young women, as well as the girls, were very
merry at the expense of these young men.”
“To-day[December z6th] IdineattheArchduchess
Christine’s. They are very attentive to their guests, and
do thehonors
of theirhouse
well. Wehaveanodd
ragout made of a bear’s paws, which are esteemed here
as a great delicacy and would, I believe, be very good if
the cook had done less for them. There
is one plate of
then]insalad,
andoneinakind
of ssw. Madamede
Lita is here, and says I must not go away. I ask M. de
Lita to present me to his wife, observing that I had never
beenpresented.
He does this, but’has something inhis
air which looks as if by instinct he were informed that
the introduction were quite unnecessary and our acquaintGo totheRussianambnssaancealreadywellmade.
dor’s, andmake my bow. I find thathe is alittle humanized by the idea that he may soon
lose his place, a
circumstance which occasions triumph to all around
him,
and which thereby inspires me with
pity. It is not uTell
donetoinsultthefallen,evenin
idea. Aftersitting a
little while, go to Sir M. Eden’s. In conversation I mention to him the observations
of the little Archduke. He
tells me that this mania
of his countrymen for wearing
him concern and now nuch
regimentals has long given
pain; that he has told them how improper it
is, how indecent, etc., but without effect. It originated, he thinks,
in theeconomicalviews
of theirparents.Hetells
me
that while at Berlin four Englishmen who appeared
in
thatdress(notbeingofficers)wereturnedawayfrom
Potsdam, and complained to him, but he told them they
were rightly served ; that they would not have presumed
to appear in that way a t St. James‘s, and could not expect
that a foreign prince would indulge them
in greater lib-
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erties than their ownmonarch.LeaveSir
M. Eden and
go to Mrs.Peploe’sto
a musicalmeeting which might
well be called a screaming party, for a Madame de Hasfeldt, who resembles more a Wapping landlady than anything human, pours forth such yells as would little
disparage a chief of the Mohawks. A Comtesse de Zoes
I presume,certainlynother
plays toshowhergraces,
science, while poor Madame Peploe, boiling with vexation
at the murder of her music, labors, but in vain, to harmonize thesediscordants. I a m throwninto a violentconvulsion of laughter which, without being noisy, is apparent in spite of my utmostefforts.
Mrs. Scottcatches
the infection, and conceals as well as she may the effects
of it by coughing, while the Prince de Reusse,whose good
heart is alike solicitous for the singing and laughing parties, thatone may notgiveortheothertake
offence,
rendersbyhisair,manner,andeffortsthewholescene
completelytheatrical.Afterthecompanyaregoneand
Mrs. Peploe has had a
few moments to vent the expressions of her just indignation, she is SO kind as to soothe
my tingling ears (which feel as if something were scratching them) by a delicious air most sweetly sung.”
‘(Prepare to-day[December
~ r s t ]for my departure
from Vienna. Visit Madame Arnstein, and send
my carriage topay visits. While E am atMadame Arnstein’s
the Duc de - comes in and
says, laughing, that Madame de Lita is verysorry I amgoing away. Madame
Arnsteintells me I ought to delaymyjourney.
‘ Huit
jours suffiront pour commencer et finir le roman.’
‘Comment, madame, huit j o u r s ? ’ They are highly diverted at
the surprise, amounting almost to astonishment, which is
expressed in my countenance, and are far from supposing
that the time tbey prescribe is just seven days more than
was necessary. Go toMadamePotoska’sandseethere
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a Saxon delicacy, viz., cockchafers (des kanneim) preserved in sugar (confii.). These animals resemble in some
respects what in America they call the locust, but are not
so large, and have, besides, the hard cover
of a bug to
their wings, which cover is a bright brick-colored brown.
How it should enter i n t o people’s heads to eat them, unless driven to it
by famine,onecouldhardly
conceive,
and the making them into sweetmeats
is utterlyinconceivable.”
“This morning [January rst], immediately after breakfast,dressand
go toCourt.The’levee
is oddlyarranged,allthemalesbeinginoneapartment,through
which the Emperor passes in going to chapel, and returns
thesameway(withtheEmpressandimperial
family),
after which they g o throughtheirownroomstothe
ladies, assembled on theother side. The most brilliant
t h i n g here is thenobleHungarianGuard,
a body(not
fierysteeds,
numerous) of handsome,tallmen,onfine
magnificently caparisoned. The captain of this guard, the
Prince Esterhazy, who is but
of medium size or, rather,
under it, is in a Hungarian dress of scarlet with fur cape
and cuffs, but the whole coat embroidered with pearIs, as
are also the cap, pantaloons, and boots of yellow morocco
leather-four hundred and seventy large pearls and
many
thousands of inferior size. Notwithstandingthis profusion, it is done in good taste, and cost but one hundred
A collar of large diaguineasfortheworkmanship.
monds, a very large solitaire ina ring, another in the head
of his cane, a plume of diamonds, the hilt and scabbard
of hissword setwithdiamonds, and evenhis spurs-in
short, he and his horse, who is bejewelled also (though I
did not see him), are estimated ata value of half a million
fifty thousandpoundssterling.His
guilders,orabout
revenue (for he is the richest subject in Europe) amounts
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to from sixty to seventy thousand pounds, and
has, during
of guilders. He
the Turkish War, gone up to a million
lives in great magnificence, but without that useful part
of it-hospitality.
Has now above one hundred and fifty
horses in Vienna, but had run out considerably before he
came to his estate, and his father had also
been i n debt.
This last, in six weeks’ residence in Frankfort, where he
was ambassador,duringanimperialcoronation,spent
eightythousandpounds.Inshort,theestateisnow
dipped to the tune of between six and seven millions of
guilders ; so that it is in the hands of creditors, who pay
him a net two hundred thousand for his expenses, with
which income he runs annually deeper in debt. Here is
the history of the feudal system in itsdecline.Most
of
the great families are doing, as I am told, the same foolish
thing,andthegovernmentrejoicesattheconsequent
humiliation of ahaughtynobility,
without, considering
that the power which is to spring up in their stead-and
which, being novel to the constitution, has, of course, no
counterpoise provided, and is, moreover, increased by the
impetus of progressing force-must at length, if it do not
overturn the throne, give it at least the severest shocks.
But who cares for posterity ? If the minister of the day
can but live through his day all is
well with him, and
throughout human life the pressure of the moment forces
men out of all the line of prudence. Video meliora probopae,
dtteriora sequou is a motto which might be annexed to almost all escutcheons.
“M. Mazenski, aPole,andgrandsontoAugustus
of
Saxony, was at Court to-day with diamond epaulettes
of
verylargestones.Itissaidthat
he hasthefinest
diamonds of any subject in Europe.
But a finer thing than
his jewels, or those of any other man, was the conduct of
his servant, mho, when his master was made prisoner, dur-
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ing the late troubles in that miserable country, possessed
himself of his valuables and whispered to him, ' If you
escape you will find me at Leipsic.' Mazenski was under
the gallows, and saved himself by haranguing the populace. At Leipsic he found the servant and the treasure.
I pass the evening with Madame Arnstein, and she tells
me that the Emperor and Empress are not only weak but
also malicious ; that he envies the glory acquired by
his
brothertheArchduke,and,
as I appearastonished,she
gives me BS a proof that when the people here weregoing
to illuminate their houses in honor
of Prince Charles it
was forbidden by the police, and that Brown, Director of
the Theatres, and a creature
of the Empress, gave that
night such a play as left the audience no room to applaud
of the
theirfavorite,whoreceived,indeed,thehonors
faubourgs when the theatres were under no such control ;
whereas in the city they had no other mode left
of expressing their sentiments but a dangerously joyful reception of the Archduchess Christine, whois known to be the
particular protectress of the Archduke, and to have adopted him as her son. Another proof she gives is that when
Prince Esterhazy, who went to congratulate the Archduke
on the part of Hungary, returned, he told the Emperor
that the army endured their extreme fatigue and distress
His Majesty
only out of affection to the Archduke, at which
as a faithful
was much enraged. The Prince added that,
subject,hefound
himself boundinduty,both
to His
Majesty and the State, to entreat that he would command
the Archduke not to expose his person so much. To this
the Emperor answered coldly that he would write to him
onthesubject.She
,tells meassoon as Kehl is taken
the Archduke is to come to Vienna, from whence she is
persuadedhe will notagain go to the army.Allthis
may be overcharged, but the
old proverb, e No smoke with-
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out some fire,' is perhaps not to be disregarded on this
occasion."
'' I take tea with Sir M. Eden [January 4th], and he tells
me it is true that the French Directory have ordered Lord
Malmesburytoquit Paris in eightandfortyhours.He
gave in his propusals very fairly, and was
told that they
wouldlistentononewhichwereincompatiblewiththe
laws andconstitution of theRepublic.
I concludethat
Prussia is to come forward next spring, unless means can
be discoveredtochangetheviews
of that Court. GenI discuss with
eral Alvinzi is, it is said, advancing again.
him, a little, the French Constitution, maintaining a principle advanced by Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville, viz., that
it is so far from preventing a cession of territory by the
Directory that it by strong implication gives thaf power
expressly, besides the general grant of powers, in which it
is clearlyincluded. H e holdsa different opinion,and I
find at last that he grounds it on the circumstance thnt
his
brother, Lord Auckland, did not take notice
of any such
power in his pamphlet, but seemed to accede to the
docI walkedout
trineafterwardsset
u p bytheDirectory.
to-daytoseethetrousseau
of theArchduchess.The
crowd was very great, and the thing is good
of its kind,
said to cost about thirty thousand guineas."
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CHAPTER XXXVII.
M o m s returns to Dresden.Rhymingletterwritten
en route. Letter to
Lady
Sutherland.
Sir
Gilbert
Elliot.
Keeps
Lord
Grenville
informed of his conversations with public men. T h e Duchess of Cumberland’s
drawing-room.
Takes leave of the
Electoral
family,
Goes to Leipsic. Berlin. Madame Cdsar. Presented
at
Court.
CountessLichtenau.Madame
Crayen. Ball atthe Prince Royal’s.
Baron Milnchausen. DineswiththeQueen.ConversationatBaron
de Haugwitz’s. Presented to Bischofswerder. ConfidentialconversationwithCountSchmittau.LeavesBerlinfor
Brunswick. Presented at Court. Dines with the Duchess of Brunswick. Plays whist
with the sister of the great Frederick.

T

HE long-looked for frost which was needed to make

bearable a journey of several hundred miles in January came on the 10th) and, immediately taking advantage
of it, Morris returned to Dresden. The journey was too
uneventfultorecordhere,but,tojudgefrom
a letter,
chiefly in verse, English, French, and German, which he
sent t o Mr. Scott at Vienna while ett r o d e , the bracing air
of the high mountains, or
the memory of the strains of
Viennese music, inspired his muse to tune her “harp in
divers tones.” Following are the opening lines :
“

STBKEN, January 14th.

‘‘DEARSIR:
While you in various talk or play,
T h e merry moments while away,
O’er lofty hills I clamber slow,
And round m e keen winds whistlingblow.
E t toi, Phillis, ma douce amie,
Que j’aime jusqu’h l a folie;
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Toi qui, meme le premier jour,
R e p s e trendis de l’amour
Les serments et la jouissance,
Toi, modele de l’inconstance ;
Je t’aime toujours et te jure,
Par les bienfaits de la nature,
Par la fleche d e Cupidon,
Par la ceinture de sam&e,
Par ce que I’amour a de bon,
A jamais tu me seras ch6re ;
A moins qu’une autre douce amante
Ne me fasse oublier tes charmes :
T u sais (en pareil cas savante)
Comment on se seche les larmes.

“ A n d now,” he concludes inprose, (‘ as I am at the
bottom of page and paper, I bid you adieu, praying my
remembrances to the circle of our friends. Thank Prince
Reusseforhisdirections,whichhavebeen
of singular
I love
service to me. Try totell Mrs. Scotthowmuch
her, and believe that I have a just sense
of your worth,
and therefore feel for you a singular attachment.”
Morris arrived a t Dresden on the zzd of January, and
found a pleasant welcome awaiting him from the friends
he had made during a previous visit. “ Mr. Hugh Elliot,
thebrother of GilbertElliot,LordMinto,callsonme
of the
to-day,” he says, “and is more free in his opinion
ministers than I should have imagined. He tells me that
the French army on the other side of the Rhine will next
spring be in great force and fine condition, and also that
of peace, and
theKing’sministersareverydesirous
tvould, he is convinced, give in to any terms that should
be plausible, hoping that France would then do her own
business. Mounier comes in to see me, and gives me some
information respecting the early part of the French Revolutionandthepartwhichheacted
; also traits of M.
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Necker’s ineptit, Mr. Elliotspeaksalittleonthesame
subject. H e tells me thattheonlymanhe
metwithof
realabilityamongtheFrenchwasMirabeau.He
saps
they were brought up together ; he knew him intimately.
of
H e was incorruptible. To this I reply that the price
hisassistance was perfectlyknownforeverymeasure.
He says that in such case the measure must have met the
previousapprobation of hisownjudgment.Thisis
a
nice distinction indeed. H e allows, however, that he was
corruptibleenoughontheside
of his passions,which
were violent,andwhich
always coulddispose
of him.
At the club to-day a gentleman whom I saw last s~~rnrner
comes up and tells me that he has often thought
of me,
inasmuch as events during the campaign haw answered
exactly to the predictions I then made, , I tell him there is
noground of vanity in thatcircumstance,becausethe
situation of things rendered the course of events inevitaI
ble. Fromthegazetteswhichwithinthesetwodays
have had occasion to peruse,
it would seem that the exby theFrenchagainstIrelandhas
pedition,fittedout
completely failed.”
“ A courierfromSirMortonEdenarriveshere
this
morning (January27thI. He carries to England, I believe,
the disagreeable intelligence that the Austrians have been
severelybeatenandthatMantua
has surrendered. This
givesallItaly
to theFrench,andthey
willuse it and
abuse it. I fancy,notwithstanding M. deThugut’s assurances,they will beable to stir uptheTurks.Certainly the moment is favorable.”
Taking advantage of this courier, “who stays a,quarter
of an hour longer than he intended,” Morris had the
OPportunity of acknowledging a letter from Lady Sutherland
which had been following him for some weeks.
‘‘ I will not touch on politics in this letter,”
he says,
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“because I have not time to say anything
of that sort;
and as to news, those from Italy are bad. Could not you
come to Berlin and persuade the King
of Prussia (who is
in his heart a royalist) to support the cause of good government against the revolution-mongers who would fain
turnallthe
worldtopsy-turvy? I think you would do
more than half a dozen ambassadors, because His Majesty’s
earsaremoreeasilytouched
by the sound of afemale
voice than by anyother music, andbecausewiththat
God
sound you would insinuate to him more sense than
has given. I do notproposethatyoushouldsacrifice
yourselfpour Zapatrie, but merely propitiate him a little towards the propositions which your lord might be charged
tomake. Ah SA ! Laissons la les cows, le rois et toutes
les bagateIles de cette esphce. Venons aux choses importantes. A cet effet, je vous’envoie la copie d’une fable, or,
if youplease,
atalewrittenin
my carriageincoming
from Vienna;perhaps itmay amuse you. You tellme
youwerefrequentlytemptedto
write. If you would
takemyadvice,
you wouldnotresistthetemptation.
As a goodChristian I praynottobeledintoit,but
being there (with the consciousness
of having done my
duty), I make it a ruletofall
as decentlyas maybe.
How the Comtessede Thun was temptedand how she
fell is at leastone-half of a mystery. Thelatterpart
was doubtless a consequence of theformer;but
as
to that, I think ‘it would puzz!e your ladyship,with a11
your genius, and you have a full share of it, to divine
had inspiredthetender
which of hislordship’sgraces
passion. Certainly, from the constancy of her correspondence, one may presume that she was t d s &rise, unless the
consciousnessofwriting wellwas an inducement. But,
indeed, that sly dog vanity frequently lurks in the
corner of the heart when love imagines himself in full pos-
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session of it. Thecountesshastheremains
of a fine
woman who has employed her timewell."
" This morning [January soth] I call on Mr. Elliot, with
whom I have a long conversation. H e tells me that during the time Pitt bullied Spain he got frightened at the
idea that France would adhere to the family compact, and,
sent him,Elliot,overtonegotiatewiththeDiplomatic
Committee ; that everything was submitted to them, and
the terms having been made agreeable to their taste, two
couriers were despatched to Madrid, informing the Court
thatunlessitacceded
tothemitmust
not count on
theaid of France. This producedthetreatymade
by
LordSt.Helen's,andopenedthedoortoaconfidential
communicationbetweentheBritishministersand
the
On this
leaders in France ; viz., Mirabeau, Barnave, etc.
occasion Mirabeau proposed- to him that, in case a war
should break out on the Continent, Flanders should, as in
theSeven Years' War, bedeclaredneuter.Whether
it
was in the power of the King's ministers to have carried
into effect any such stipulation at a subsequent period I
know not ; but certainly, if it had been, they were
very
wrong to engage in the war. On the subject of Hanover
him
he says the King is quite intractable. He has heard
say that a sovereign has no right to transfer the allegiance
of subjectswhichGodhasgiven
him. This was in answer to a proposition made
by the Prussian Cabinet to
exchangetheirterritoryinthevicinage
of Holland for
thatpart of HanoverwhichliesbetweenPrussia
and
Hamburg. Mr. Elliot is convinced that this city is much
coveted by Prussia, but thinks the possession of it would
be injurious to Great Britain, and i n that respect he isJ I
think,muchmistaken.
He tells me thatthe Ministers,
able men, but that the
separately considered, are indeed
Ministry is incompetent to the situation in which
they
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are placed, and that Pitt would, .he
is persuaded, submit
now to almost any terms of peace in order to get out
of
the scrape. To this
effect(as being characteristic of the
man) he cites not only his squabble with Russia, but also
the Spanish armament, and, in addition to his previous information on that subject, gays that the King was exceed,
inglyvexedatthesteptakeninthat
business, which
frightened Pitt and led him to speak ill of. the French
Convention, and at length from step to step into
a war
with them. H e says they will not either adopt or adhere
to any great manly system of continental politics. As to
the Hanoverian Regency, he considers them
a11 as pensioners of Prussia In short, he looks darkly at the dark
side of things,withmoretruthperhapsthanmightbe
wished. HetellsmethatCountEltzwashurt
at t h e
doubtful manner in which I spoke yesterday to the Elector respecting Mantua, but if the count knew what I do
he ought to thank me for expressing only doubt and apprehension.”
In accordance with his promise to Lord Grenville, Mor-,
ris continued to jot down all his thoughts and suggestions
onthestate
of Europe,withthehopethat
somesafe
means might be found of sending the letters to London.
I n thesenoteswaitingfortransmission
to hislordship
under date of the 31st of’January, Morris speaks of the
Austrian minister as not being equal to the task he had
imposed upon himself, andrecordedthathehadbeen
early informed of the danger which threatened Italy, “but
the needful succors were not sent, and
we know the conse-.
per-:
quence. I havemadeinquiriesaboutThugutfrom
Sons who knew him intimately before hewas Minister, and
am sorry to say that noneof them consider him as astatesman but rather as a man who joins profound dissimulation to the spirit of intrigue. . There is one circumstance
VOL. IL-17
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in hisconductwhichisextraordinary.Yourlordship
knows that from a dissipated man of pleasure he became
of business. H e accepts
allatonceasequesteredman
notinvitationsandgoesnowhere,butdinesalwaysat
home (generally ttte-d-ttte with a M. Pellin-once the sec,
retary, faiseur, andconfidant *of Mirabeau-asly,sensible, profligate fellow. SirMortonEden,towhomI
remarked on this strange connection and its dangerous consequences,toldmeThugut
was so discreetthatPellin
could learn nothing from him.
“The French Directory have, it is said, perfect information of what passes in the Austrian councils, but that may
be mere assertion.
So far as my inquiries could extend,
there is at Vienna no able man
to assist o r (in case of
need) to replace the Baron, who, by the by, is much disliked, and who cannot or will not employ some of the few
able officers intheImperialservice,becausetheyhave
declaredthemselvesagainst
him. How far it may bein
your lordship’s power. to remedy this defect
in the Austriancouncilsis
a question I amincompetenttoconsider.
‘‘ It seems demonstrated that Italy must, for some
time,
be left to its fate, and that the Emperor must henceforward, in his own defence, keep a body of troops on the
of the Ad.riatic, andanother
in the
northeasternside
gprges of Tyrol,Carinthia,andCarniola.Underthese
circumstances it would, I think, be wise to hold out the
idea of an Italian campaign for
t h e next spring, and to
have transports collected at Trieste and Fiume for carrying troops across the Adriatic, under convoy of your fleet.
These appearances would keep the fleet in check ; and,
in fact,aninvasion
of thatsortseemsnowtheonly
The climate renpracticablemode of recoveringItaly.
ders it imprudent to commence a campaign there before
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themonth of September,butearlypreparationsforit
would oblige the French to keep a considerable force
in
of thatcountry,whichinits
consetheunhealthypart
to a victory. A large body
quences would be equivalent
of troops might be assembled at Lintz, declaredly for Italy,
but really for the Rhine, where the great efforts ought
to
be made. In what way and towards what objects
I shall
not permit myself to discuss, for many reasons, and particularly because the plan of a campaign shouldbe squared
to circumstances by the genius
of him who conducts it.
I will merely observe that it will cost you less to carry on
the war in the enemy’s country than on this side of the
Rhine.
‘ ( 1 must entreat pour lordship to consider
a little the
nctuaZ andprobablestate
of Germany.Theconstitution
of this Empire is a bubble, and in reality there exist here
two Emperors; one of the Xorth, who commands under
thename of treating, and one of theSouth,whotreats
under the name of commanding. The Northern Emperor
possesses almostallWestphaliaandthetwo
Saxonies,
Hesse, with Lusatia, Silesia, Prussia, and a part of Poland.
The Southern Emperor possesses Bohemia, the two Austrias, a part of Poland, with Hungary, Carinthia, Carniola,
Styria, and Croatia. O n their jealousy of each other depends the sickly existence of the various German principalitiesnot included in the districts j u s t mentioned. B u t
these must soonerorlaterbedividedbetween
them.
Two greatpowersareindeedinterestedtopreventit-Russia
and France-but
principallythelatter.
And one great power is interested in promoting it, Britain. The thing is not now practicable in its extent, b i t if
it were, I should contend, my lord, that it would be for
Prussia into
Your advantage to bring both Austria and
direct contact with France, possessing yoarselves at the

.
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Same time of the Austrian Low Countries, and extending
yourselves to the Rhine, from the mouth
of the Moselle
dorvn to Gelderland; for in this way you would acquire, in
the first instance, a mass of force sufficient to resist France
without an ally, and, secondly, in the supposable case that
Prussia should join France to wrest Holland
out of your
.handsanddividebetweenthemtheLowCountries,not
only would your fleets do them much
mischief at sea while
they were besieging your fortresses, but your
allies, Austria
and Russia, would soon give you a decided superiority at
land.
Moreover,
Austria
and
Prussia
joined
together
would form a solid barrier against the further extension
of the Russian Empire, a thing worthy of attention. But
Germany,initspresentsituation,dividedunderlittle
princes, presents nothing to France which can give her
a
moment’s uneasinessor procure for you any valuable
assistance. Force her now to surrender Flsnders, she will again
return to the charge, and possess
herself of it sooner or
later by conquest or bya political transaction with Austria,
in consequence eitherof the jealousies which exist between
that power and Prussin or by some arrangement between
the three. You will then be under the necessity
of fortifying and garrisoning your eastern coast, at a most ruinous expense and with most precarious effect.
“ I can conceive only two reasons why you should
not
pursue the measures above alluded
to, so far, at least, as
they are now practicable. One of them is that they involve
the surrender of Hanover to Prussia.Now I will admit
that Hanover may for a time continue to be (as at present)
subject to His Majesty in name ; but, even then, every essential of power must continue to be at the disposition of
the Prussian Cabinet. Moreover, it
is to be remembered
that this Electorate might, in the case above hinted at, be
the price paid to Prussia for consenting to Austria taking
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Bavaria in lieu of the Low Countries ceded
to France ;
and it is self-evident that you cannot hold Hanover against
Prussia, even in name, except
as a boon, and during the
good pleasure of France. Her interest will induce her to
support the German constitution, unless she canget Flanders by sacrificing it; but still, whether she actin conjunction with or in opposition to Austria, her views and her
to Britain. I comenow
operationsmusteverbehostile
to the second reason which may be urged why you should
not give Hanover in exchange for the Low Countries,viz.,
the expense of defending them. Y O U will observe, by the
by, my lord, that I do not accurately distinguish between
the King of Great Brjtain and the Elector
of Hsnover.
In effect, and according to the view I take of this business, the distinction is useless, because I contemplate giving to the same person one country for the other, the more
valuable for the legs valuable ; and whether in the conduct
of it the Elector would make R sacrifice to the King is a
question which His Majesty would in his wisdom decide,
and which I shall not meddle with. But to return to the
objection last mentioned. I answer, first, that you must (in
all supposable cases) be at the expense of defending t h e
Low Countries against France, or
of defending yourself
againstthem,
andyourhistorysince
QueenElizabeth
I averthatwithproper
proves thisassertion.Secondly,
management they would be able to defend themselves
in
a veryconsiderabledegree.Coverthem
by good fortresses, arm and discipline the inhabitants, connect them
with you by the ties of interest, language, manners, and,
above all, by a mild and just government, and their neighbors would have more to fear from them than they from
theirneighbors,Thatcountry,intersectedbymany
canals, to whi'ch others may be added, possesses the military
and
advantage of bringing all its powers with facility celer-
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ity to any one point of its frontiers. Its vicinage to England and numerous little ports enables you to pour in the
of
force of your islands for its protection. The situation
you hercordialassistance
in
Hollandwouldobtainfor
every war of defence, and you would thereby possess almost excIusively all pecuniary resources-an object
of no
small import in modern wars.
" So much on the head
of defence from military force ;
butthereremaintwootherconsiderations.First,I
observe that those countries, in possession of France, would
soon rival your woollen and iron manufactures,
dirninishing thereby your national wealth, and that a military port
on theScheldtmouldfrequently,duringwar,putyour
capital itself in jeopardy, and always distress your coal
and coasting trade, not to mention the supplies
of naval
stores drawn from the North, and which would
also be
exposed to capture. A second consideration, and turning
is theadvantagetobederived
upona differentpivot,
fromthepossession of that country. Flanders,
my lord,
is the military highway into France, and
(so long as she
keeps Alsace) the on4 way by which it can be prudent to
attack her ; even in that way she is noteasilyvulnerable, except by the aid of the maritime powers. But if her
assailant be vulnerable a t sea, and move with a large army
along the coast, she will find resistance very difficult and
very expensive. The attack, comparatively speaking, will
be easy and cheap. I t may be objected to the exchange
proposed, that in losing Han.over you would weaken your
influence and connection in the North. In
some respects
this is true, but in most respects your influence would be
increased by the consideration that you could do injury
orconfer benefit, This consideration would go far towards
/
rendering you the arbitrator of' the North.
I' ought perhaps to beg yourlordship'spardonfortakingpains
to
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prove a self-evident proposition, but I have reason
to believe that if the truth of it be generally felt
it is not so
generally acknowledged. Russia would see the proposed
arrangements
with
concern.
The
jealousy of Austria
might at first be alarmed, and Prussia may be induced to
prefer receiving Hanover at the hand
of France, should
in the
the Czar be quiet or the Turk be roused. Finally,
various workings of this war, France may bring Austria
and Prussia together at your expense. If she continue to
offer territory and give money her scale may
finally preponderate. In proposing the plan
you allude to you cauld
(underpresentcircumstances)haveconsiderableadvantage. ThePrussianCabinetcannotbutseethatit
is
better to deal with His Majesty for Hanover than to take
it from him, and must prefer the preservation of existing
governments to theirdestruction.Shouldyourlordship
think of gainingPrussia,Ihavereason
to believethat
some attentions to their minister with you would be useful. I think also that pains should be taken at Vienna
to
soften down their feelings, to which
effect some address
would be necessary, because they have hitherto, I believe
(tospeakmedically)beentreatedratherbystimulants
than emollients. The conduct
of the Czar offers a su@cient reason and fair occasion for changing your system,
but care must be taken
to prevent him from suspecting
your intentions, because he would certainly try to
counteract you. I have already hinted at the Austrian part
of
acampaign.ThePrussian.partbecomesevident
from
the geography of the country ; but I am persuaded that, a
good understanding once established between the three
courts, your objects might be obtained without striking a
blow. The Elector Palatine might be compensated from
the three electorates for Bavaria, given to t h e Emperor in
These, withLikge,mightbe
lieu of the Low Countries.

~
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given to the King in exchange for his German dominions,
and, should His Majesty desire it, they might be annexed
as an Electorate to the Empire. But
I should suppose it
best in every point of view to erect them
i n t o a separate
kingdom.PrussiamightreceivetheKing’sGerman
dominions, surrendering to the Stadtholder Cleves and Prussian Gelderland for something in the West Indies. The
three ecclesiastical electors and‘the Bishop of Li&ge might
receive from Britain a pension for
life equivalent to the
net produce.of their respective dominions, which pensions
niight be considered as the priceof those possessions which
Britain should retainof her conquestsin the East and West
Indies. Thus could this war terminate with advantage, and
the continuance of peace be better provided for than ever.
“Now let us take up the counter-supposition that Prussia
should understand with France and Russia ; for, in order
to simplify, I will put the Turk out of the question : Russia
takes Finland, Prussia takes Hanover, France keeps what
If Austriadoes not
shepleases in theLowCountries.
submit, she has a Prussian army
in Bohemia, a Russian
army in.Galicia, a Frencharmy in Hungary.Humanly
speaking, my lord, they could not but succeed. Austria
you
woulcfbe deprived both of Milan and Flanders, and
might see yourself obliged to purchase peace by the
surrender of your conquests and the cession of Gibraltar to
Spain, or else you might see Portugal overrun and reannexed to the Spanish throne.
I will not pursue this subject. I t is too painful to dwell upon, but the mention of
it may not be improper, in order to show t h e importance
of coming forward to Prussia (and that speedily) withsuch
propositions as shall command her attention. I
will trespass no further on your lordship’s patience than to entreat
your pardon for the length and freedomof this ietter, and
SO assure you of my sincere esteem and respect.”
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'' I go this evening [February st] to Madame PiJhlen's,
whom M. Schonlberg thinks a prude ; but Inglis thinks
that any woman in Dresden will succumb to any Englishman. A littie national, this ! I find the fair one is a little
gone in pedantry, and am pretty certain that, with proper
attentions, she might soon be brought into the right way ;
but as I do not mean to stay, I am rather brusque. She
pardons the first kiss, taken rather forcibly; but as she obstinately refuses the second, and tells me that my insisting
a repetition of my visits, I
on it may oblige her to avoid
rather imprudently reply that I shall consider her refusal
as tantamount to a declaration that she
will not see me
again. This passes, though she is a little hurt at it, but I
believe I shallquit,forthegame
is scarceworththe
of Cumberland's
chase. Go from hencetotheDuchess
where I spendtheevening.HerRoyalHighnesstells
me she has information she can rely on that
a corps of
eighteenthousandAustrians,underProvera,hasbeen
totally cut off. There were but four thousand left to surrender with their general aftera most obstinate resistance.
-came to
Bonapartehasbeenbeaten,butGeneral
his assistance, recovered and changed the fortune
of the
day, so that Alvinzi was beaten back, and thereupon all
the French army fell on Provera, who had
crossed the
Adige, and was pushing for Mantua. This is the second
time thattheAustrianshavebeenbeatenindetail,or,
I see the accounts of what
rather, the third. At the club
has been suffered by the Austrians in Italy. They appear
to have lostfromtwentyto
five andtwentythousand
men, and if tothisbeaddedthegarrison
of Mantua,
which must now surrender, it will stand at a minimum of
aboutfortythousand.Onthe
whole, I estimateatnot
less than one hundred thousand men, what this campaign
has consumed for them in Italy, exclusive of disease. NO
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nation can long sustain such heavy drafts from its population. It appears, by the late French papers, that the far
greater part of their armament is got back to their own
ports, a circumstance not honorable to the genius of Lord
Bridport.”
“ G o to the ball of the English minister [February fd].
Present to Count Eltz my compliments of condolence on
the ill-success in Italy, and tell him I had intelligence
of
it last week, but could not with propriety communicate it
to him. Mr. Elliot, who dined with me, spoke very freely
of the British administration, declaring he
is not hurt at
the passe dvoit which he has endured, but yet there are, in
the sharpness of hismanner, no small indications of it.
H e insists that, in the Russian business,
if Pitt had not
beenfrightenedhewouldhavegonethrough.
H e says
that in the beginning, viz., inciting the Turk to war, Pitt
was the tool of Hertzberg, and afterwards was prevailed
of abanon by Lord Auckland to commit the treachery
doningtheTurk.This,Ihaveformerlyheard,wasthe
prime cause of coldness on the part of Prussia, who has
ever since thought herself justifiable
in retaliating upon
me a curious anecdote to show
how
England. He gives
little the British Cabinet attends to the business which it
undertakes. Sir Sydney Smith had served
in the King of
Sweden’s galley-fleet, and had very gallantly contributed
his share to the rashness by which it was ruined. Afterwards, d e n Britain was in high courtship to the Empress,
St. James’s, the ministers,not
SirSydneysolicitingat
knowingwellwhatto
do withhim,thoughtitalucky
hit to send him to Constantinople to discipline the Turkish fleet. The Turks laughed at him, but with the gravity
of Turks, and the Empress found
in this trait a mark of
the sincerity which the British minister was then professing. Mr. Elliottellsmethattheirministry
is individu-
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ally so preoccupiedastohavenomomentinthefour
so that it is useless
and twenty hours for considering plans,
to talk or to write reason to
them. The only chance is
that at present they
may fear for their heads
; but this
would rather lead them to patch up an ignominious peace
than pursue wise and vigorous measures.
He talks of a
private and undue influence over the mind
of the King;
but here he is unintelligible, as, indeed, are all those that
ever mentioned that subject tome, for none of them could
ever say who were the persons exercising that
influence.
At one time, indeed, I had heard Lord Hawkesbury named,
but he was a member of the administration, and could not
thereforefallunderthatdescription.LatelytheQueen
was supposed to guide, but Mr. Elliot tells me that since
the quarrel between the Prince and Princess of Wales, in
which Her Majesty took part with her son, her influence
is gone. Yet hespeaks of thissecretdirection
as of a
thingcertain,althoughitsmaterialpartsdonot
seem to
be defined or discovered.Now,
as far as I canunderstand the matter, I take this to be nothing more than a
was
species of obstinacyinthe
King’s character.He
bred a courtier and can mask h.is sentiments at pleasure ;
whenever, therefore, he has taken up an opinion, he can
adhere to it without being either moved or convinced by
the arguments of his ministers. They, believing their reasons uncontrovertible, and finding him of a different way
of thinking, conclude it to be theeffect of secret influence.
His temper also jars with the situation in which he finds
himself, as chief of a very limited constitution, where he
is, in fact, only the elector of the real king. Sensible that
he is under the control of those whom he has chosen, and
must ever be so, he must feel a pleasure in being able to
reciprocate.thethwartsandcheckswhichhe
receives.
This temper is more particularly evident in what relates to
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Hanover,aboutwhichheisutterlyunapproachable
by
hisBritish ministers. Andperhapsit
is thislittlecircumstance which, above all others, attaches
him to that
electurate.”
“This morning [February sth] I go to Court, and take
Eltz,
leave of theElectoral family. DinewithCount
and go afterdinnertotheDuchess
of Cumberland’s.
Brockhausen, who is here, talks with his usual pedantry,
was
and nzauvaise foi. Among otherthings,hesaysit
wise in Washington to resign while yet in place, inferring
I
fromthencethathewouldnothavebeenre-elected.
see here a Gallican insinuation, and tell him gravely that
no man in the least acquainted with American affairs can
have the shadow of a doubt that he would have been reelectedhad he chosen it. I add my consiction that the
manoeuvres of the French Directory, so far from serving
their friends, will have contributed more than anything
to confer the Presidency on
Adams. Elliot,wholaugbs
along through the whole, expresses the hope that America
will join England in the war, and take the French and
Spanish possessions. Brockhausenexpresses his doubts
whethera scanty populationof four millions, scatteredover
an immense territory like ours, can have an armysufficient
to do anything. I tell him that, by withholding supplies
of provisions from the islands, we should force them
to
surrender,andastotheSpanishcontinent,oursettlers
would take possession of it if the Government would permit them. By way of expressing his contemptfor our
force, he says he hopes we will let them alone. I tell him
we shall gladly leave them in possession of their good turnips, but that the time will come when Prussis will find
the friendship of America a thing of some consequenceIf ever this man gets into power at home, his ignorance
will go far to undo the work of Frederick.”
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(‘Mr.Elliotcallsonmethismorning[February
Gth],
and groans over the state of public affairs, training misf o r t u n e u p t omisconduct. H e tells me that while he was
in the North he saved the King of Sweddn, acting in the
name of his Court without orders. The Russian minister
complained to Mr. Pitt, who said he could account for it
only by supposing that Elliot was drunk ; to which Elliot
replied by a sharp letter, telling the Minister’he had not
been drunk since he had the honorof being so in his comof Jackson’smission
to
pany. H e tellsmethehistory
Constantinople.Jackson’sfather,who
is a dean, is pata
ronized by the Duke of Leeds, who uses his house as
place of uendez-zJuus for his girls.Hisgrace
wished to
bring forward this worthy prelate to the Bench
of Bishops,
and the Ministerwaswillingtoobligehisgrace,but,
finding the character too bad, he settled the matter by
givingtheson, a very stupid fellgv, the embassy.This
is the story told by Steele to
Mr. Elliot, w h o asked him
how theycameto
make so strangeanappointment.
I
dine with the Baron de Brockhausen, and take him after
dinner to ride, Go for a little while to the club, and then
to Madame Angerstrom’s ball, where there are
a number
of handsomewomen,Elliotpressesuponmeagain,
for
the dozenth time, his wish to establish
himself in America so soon as he shall have fixed his legitimate daughter in life, having half a dozen illegitimate children and
their mother to take care of. He is a manlyfellow, and
I wish he may come over ; there is room for all his little
ones, and I reassurehim of it. Promisetocorrespond
with him on the subject,”
“This morning [February 7th], I leave the Ange d’Or
inn at Dresden, which is by far the best I have met with’
in Germany. Our wayliesalongtheElbe.Thisnoble
river, navigable from Bohemia to the sea, is almost use-
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less to the inhabitants in consequence of the heavy duties and the restrictions imposed by Frederick and kept
AtHubertsburg,which is a postu p by hissuccy.sor.
station in our road, is
a large chlteau, and round
it an

I

abundant forest,chiefly beechandoak.Inthischateau
was signed the treaty which terminated the Seven
Years’
War. It is very magnificent,but, I think,oddlyplaced,
When I reach Leipsic I find a letter from Mr. Elliot,
enclosing one for Madame Crayen, the wife of the Prussian
a note, to know if she
consul here. Send it to her, with
is at home, etc., and am told that she is much indisposed,
and will go t o bed at five o’clock. At five or, rather, a little before it, her servant comes to let me know that her
valet-de-place had made a mistake-that she meant to let
meknowshewouldreceivemeat
five. When I come
insheapologizesforreceivingme
en d/shabiZL< but a
fluxion in her cheek, @c. There is apefit 6onne.tof dress
over a muffled face, and then a thick wrapper, and, finally,
a gentlemanwithher.
Is thisindisposition? Is itthe
ami de Za rnaisotr? I know not,,but she is a Prussian, and
has been well looking, with Jeaacoap d’esprif, so one may
I makemyvisitshort,andpretext
concludeanything.
writing, car iZ &e
faat
discref. Besides, I respect t h e
goldenrule,anddonotadmireonsomeoccasionsthe
As I comedown-stairs, howsociety of a thirdperson.
ever, I meet Monsieur le mari, I believe. She gave me a
little of Elliot’shistorywithhis
wife. H e marriedher
privately before she was sixteen, outof pure love, went to
England, and when he came back found she ohad
ff with
run
a Pole. He came on to this place in pursuit of this modern Paris, and was presented to him at her own house by
Madame Crayen, who knew nothing
of the matter. But
t h e wrong-doer slipped off during the evening and quitted
Leipsic, after which Elliot told her that
he came thither to
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blow his brains out, andwhy. H e was, however, reconciled
to hiscuru@osu. She played him still other facetious tricks,

Among them was one very pleasant. Very late une night
sheiamentedpatheticallythatshe
was unworthy of his
to love the
tenderness ; thatshehadthemisfortune
ChargC d’Affaires of Holland, whowished her to be divorced, and proposed to marry her. The angry husband
rushes o u t of the house, orders his carriage, goes to the
rival, calls him up, and, on his testifying surprise at seeing
Mr. Elliot at SO strange an hour, is still more surprised at
On
being told hiserrand, viz., to killhimhonorably.
hearing the reason he assures him there is no shadow of
foundation for it, and at the reqgest of the husband goes
with him, and reasserts the same thing in the presence of
the wife, who says if that be the case she must have been
mistaken. Madame Crayen is a charming woman.”
(‘To-day [February ~ z t h ]I push on to Berlin, although
the morning threatens a thaw, and ihe first part of our
distance lies over a stiff soil.”
“At the gate of Belitz [February rqth] we are detained
five minutes by a conversation between my valet-de-chambre and the gatekeeper which I suppose to relate to us,
and that some formality is wanting ; but, as I grow impatient and begin to growl, am told we may go in. It seems
the old man took my baggage-wagon, which preceded me,
for a puppet-show, and the servant, with whom he entered
into conversation, for a strolling-player ; which last I do
not wonder at, for he generally giveshimself an air of importance which strikes the
most superficial observers as
being assumed.”
“At Berlin [February rgth] I am stopped, and m y baggage,in consequence of a new ordinance, is sent to the
douceur at the
Custom House, notwithstanding the usual
gate.”

-
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“ G o thismorning[February
16th] tosee
Madame
a letter,
Cksar, to whom Madame Crayen had given me
andoncoming
in I find MadameCrayenherself.
CeZa
s’entend. I appear to be much surprised, and she tells me
how the receipt of a letter announcing that her sister was
off. The health of her
worse had determined her to set
sister was known when I was at Leipsic, and I had urged
her to make it a pretext for coming hither with me, etc.
As it is late I make my visit short, and, after calling on
the Russian minister, g o to Lord Elgin’s and wait his return, when we go together and dine at the Casino, after
which I visit again Madame de Crayen. She contrives to
tell me her real errand here, which I had already guessed,
butshe is determinedtogainmy
good opinion. This
must, I think, depend on the opportunity we have of beingtogether.Comehomeand
dress, and go toCourt,
where I am pvesented to their Majesties. The King is a
well-looking man. He inquires about the health of General Washington, who (as Moustier tells him) is in very ill
health. I tell His Majesty that
I cannot believe it ; that
when I left him he was a hale, robust man, as much as the
King now is, and, of course, no reason to suppose that he
is now seriously indisposed. This is calculatedforthe
poor monarch, who has an air tr2s d$&k.
See several acquaintances here, and come away soon, to avoid an invitation tosupper.TheQueenpointsouttomeayoung
Mademoiselle Reidesall,who was borninAmericaand
christened ‘(America.” She
is a fine girl, and, when she
comes down the dance, I tell her, in the presence of Her
some
Majesty, that I reclaimmycountrywoman.After
time the King speaks to me again, and when on the subject of America I tell hini that if the French persist in
us to extremities, Spain
thepresentconduct,anddrive
will not retain an inch of ground in the New World ; that
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His Majesty has a direct interestin such events,and aconsiderable one, but a ball-room
is not the fitting place to
of GreatBritain
discusssuchsubjects.Onthefinances
I repeat (as having already mentioned it to his ministers)
thattheresources
of thecountryareimmense
; upon
which he observes they were so much more to blame for
having attempted to tax us, and this it was which led to
what I have already noted. After some trifling things,
I
tellhimthat
I havejustseen
hisbestfriend.He
asks
who, andto
his surprise I tellhimtheEmperor.
He
speaks of him well personally, and I observe that he is a
very honest young man ; to which his Majesty replies by
asking,‘Maisquepensez-vousdeThugut?’
‘ Quant ti
cela, c’est une autre affaire,sire.’ I had stated the interest which makes him and the Emperor good friends to be
theirmutualapprehensionsfromRussia.‘Butsuppose
we all three unite ? ’ ‘Ce sera un diable de fricassee, sire,
lestrois, i
z
casserles oeufs.’
si vous vousmettez,tous
On the subject of Austria, I tell him they would do very
of his generals. ‘ Mais
well if he would lend them a few
nous en avons besoin pour nous-mbmes.’
‘Pas A present,
sire, vous Ctes en paix.’ He finds that if this conversation
continueshemaycommit
himself, and so pauses. I retire a little, and His Majesty conducts the Princesse Heari
out of the ball-room. During the course
of the evening
Countess Lichtenau * makes acquaintance with wpe
is bienpourvuc d’esprit, and lets me see that I 8
to make my approaches, but one must not h a w
irons in the fire at once. More court
is paid to her .thsa
to the-Queen.TheKingretiredbeforesupper.
1 am
told he is on a severe diet.”

a+

* The Count- von Lichtellau was born Potsdam, and.- the daughter of a poor musician. . She became themistress of the Crown Prince of
Prussia, FrederickWilliam, and, after his accession to the throne, 7pw a powefful and influential person until the king’r.death in 1 8 1 0 ,
VOL. IL-I8
~
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" Dine with General Count Schmittau [February 19th);
an excellent dinner and very good wines. After dinner
I
converse with him on public affairs. H e sees the situation
of his country in a true light, and laments, as
a man of
honor, that the weakness of the Cabinet deprives them of
the advantage to result from it, He speaks
of the King
respectfully and with feeling, of his favorite with indignation and contempt. He tells me that this man, conscious
of his own mediocrity, will do everything and submit
to
in a situation which
everything rather than put matters
tells
mayrequiremen of abilitiestoconductthem.He
me that on a late occasion he called on this favorite, and,
after complaining of an injury, toldhim that he or the
King must do him justice ; that he might amuse silly and
ignorant people by saying that certain things were of the
King's doing, but well-informed men knew that the King
had given all authority into his hands, and therefore if he
did not render him justice he would
blow his brains out.
This produced the effect, I ask him why Mollendorf does
to His Majesty. H e tells me
not take it on him to speak
that he is content to purchase honors by the
sacrifice of
honor. Why some lover is not provided for the Countess
de Lichtenau ? She hadone, a certain Mr. Paget, for
whomshewouldhavedoneanything,buthe
was recalled, when in the height of his favor, to England. On
in the bethe Duke of Brunswick, he says that the King
ginning took pains to bring him forward to his assistance,
but in vain ; that he is too much a courtier and has too
littlecharactertobe
useful. H e tells me thatthere is
verylittlemoneyinthetreasury,andfearsthatthe
fluctuation of their councils would prevent anyone from
treatingwiththem now. I inquire the character of the
heirapparent.Hetellsme
it is difficult to know,but
at length I perceive that he considers him as a mL'diocrc
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q k t ; and, in short, as of a harsh, imperious temper, attachedto minutia?, andconstitutionally avaricious. Stay
at the ball only long enough
to pay my respects to the
principal personages, and go to Madame Wolf‘s, where I
pass some time. MadameGrayen,\whoishere,seems
desirous of showing her attachment, and when I caution
her, she exclaims : ‘ I have but one idea, I care for nothing else ; why conceal my passion ? I glory in it, I could
! ’ She tells me
wish toproclaimittothewholeworld
also that I have beenstatedhere
as a granddemocrat.
I treatthesubjectwiththemerited
ridicule. Shetells
me that M. Alvensleben has said that I am full of p a jets, andtherefore
less amiable
than
formerly. I t is
strange, and the fullest possible evidence
of a most’feeble administration,thatthepresence
of asolitaryindividualthrowsthemallinto
a fright.MadameCrayen
obliges me topass so muchtime en t8fe-h-ftte withher
that the master of the house observes tous upon it.
“The English mail brings advice that the French have
offered to cede Flanders as the price of peace, they keeping Luxembourg and Maestricht, and Britain lending them
eight millions sterling, to be hypothecated on the Cape of
Good Hope and other conquests in India. Count Schmittau told me that the King is sensible of the dishonorable
situation to which he is reduced, but is of too feeble temper to break his chains.”
“ I go to the ball of the Prince Royal at six [February
zoth], and do not get away till
half-past eleven-all the
time on my legs, except a few minutes that the Grande
MarCchale made me sit before her, to tell me that France
was overturned because the Queen laid aside etiquette;
and, having obtained my civil assent to this proposition,
the more readily from the circumstance that, indeed, the
mislevity of Her Majesty’s conduct had contributed to the
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chief which there happened, she desires me to preach this
to her Princess Royal. I take occasion to tell her that it
little becomes a stranger EO meddle in the affairs of a
coontry where he happens to be, and particularly in those
of SO delicate a nature. The oldlady finds heryoung
mistress too affable, and does not consider that the dry,
harsh temper of her husband may render it necessary for
his consorttotake
off the illimpressions.
Thisyoung
man carries in his countenance the marks of a mind which
is called to the
will make many men miserable when he
throne. His brother seems of a quite different cast, mild
andbenign.
The eldestson of thePrincessFerdinand
has, I think, the appearance of a mauvais sujet, ,but yet of
one who may figure well in history if he take a right turn.
Madame de Nadaillac, to whom I mention the information
I had received that he was tr2s unfi-francais, tells me that
it may be so within these three days, but that the King
was obliged lately to speak
to him very seriously on the
subject, because of the extraordinary things he had
said
in the society of M. Caillard’s secretaries, with whom he
is closely connected.”
“This morning [February z ~ s t ] I go to the Baron de
Miinchausen’s * to hear him play on the harmonica, which
he assured me last evening that he excelled
in, and conGo from
vinces me this morhing that he
wasmistaken.
heretoseeMadameCrayen,whotells
me an anecdote
whichMadameRetz,
now CountessdeLichtenau,
told
some time ago to her husband. The King had
accompanied Mademoiselle Levaux home
on foot from a public
place and afterwards went to
see his clrPre amie Retz, whom
who knew where he had been,
he found at supper. She,

* Hieronymus Karl Baron Mlinchausen, a German ofticer, whose name has
become proverbial as a synonyme of extravagant boasting. He published
stones of adventure, under’the title of Baron Mfinchausen’sNarrative of his
ldrrvdlous Travels and Campaigns in Russia .

’
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salutedhimbythrowing
a bottle of wine at his head,
which wounded him severely. Madame Crayen, who had
seenthisMademoiselleLevaux,andwaspresentatthe
recital, asked Madame Retz how she could be guilty of
such a criminal extravagance, to which the firm courtesan
Same
replied : ‘ A t a laterdate I wouldhavedonethe
of
thing par mtnage, butthen I actedfromtheGrath
the moment.’ I t seems she had early inspired His Majesty
with apprehension, and to such a degree that he used to
caution the women with whom he was intimate to conceal
it from her, because she
was capable of putting them to
death.”
“At the Princess
Ferdinand’sballto-night[February
zzd] there is a sort ofpetit ope‘ra for the King. The Comtesse de Lichtenau tells me she hears
I am very intimate
with Madame Crayen, a t which I express my astonishment,
and then say some things on the subject
of delicacy towards the female sex which she feels as highly commendable ; in short, promise to visit her. Madame Crayen this
morning tells me thatif opportunity had served she thinks
the Kingwould have made her his mistress, and is the only
man of whom her husband was ever jealous. His Majesty,
then Prince Royal, waited on her in
a servant’s dress at
the tavern on the day of her marriage. It is the custom,
it seems, to have a great dinner at a public-house on that
day. He stood behind her chair, and she expresses to me,
as well as she can, the horror of seeing on her side a man
she detested, and to whom she was condemned for life,
a man she loved, and
and feel every moment behind her
fromwhomshewastobeeternallyseparated.Atthe
bottom of her heart lies the regret that she is not
now
the Comtesse de Lichtenau.”
zqth] to dine
‘‘Take Madame de Nadaillac [February
with the Queen, where is the best salmon, I think, that I
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ever tasted, and good small beer ; for at this royal repast
it so happens that,p o w ne uafrafchir, I do remember me of
that pitiful creature small beer, and drink of it copiously,
in preference to costly and, I suppose, delicious wines.”
“Walk out this morning [February
z7th], and call on
LordElgin.Hetellsmethatmeasureshadbeentaken
to indispose the .King against
me. They havemadehim
believe that in the service of England I pushed forward
the French Revolution. This
stuff comes from the apprehension that His Majesty might risk,
in conversing with
Go to a ball given by M.
me, tohavehiseyesopened.
and Madame -.
Madame de Crayen is in extreme distress at quitting Berlin, and, as she observes some little attentions from me to the Comtesse Solmes, quits the room
muchagitated.
I followheroutand
find her in strong
nervous affection. Her sister tells me afterwards that she
goes to bed every night bathed in tears and wakes weepof going away. Oh, woman, thouarta
ingattheidea
strange creature !”
“Sit awhile with Madame de Nadaillsc to-night [February 28thl. She is goingtothe
masquerade. All the
world will be there, for it is given by the King and open
to every mask, and the last frolic
of the season-for tomorrow we must all be in mourning.”
‘ I Sit awhile to-day [March
st] with the Russian minister, who is not at all pleased with the situation
of affairs.
is Madame ViDineattheVicomted’Anadia’s,where
gnano the dancer, with her husband and child, Madame
CCsar’s brother mentions the having given formerly pieces
of eight-gros to the present Comtesse de Lichtennu for
fetching oysters when theyoung men supped with her sister,thena singer at the opera. This
is curious’enough.
1 find, from several things whichhave happened here, that
thenation is extremelyindisposedtotheKing,which,
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indeed, I donotwonder at. I call on M. de Haugwitz,
the Minister,where I meet Mr. Hoffman. H e is quite
(i la frangaise. In the course
of a conversationwhich I
amledinto,
I tellthemthat
if theEmperorpaidthe
supposed attention to his own private interests he
would
yield to the proffers of France, and, secularizing the ecclesiastical Electorates, accept of Bavaria in lieu of the Low
Countries, giving the Electorates to the Elector
of Bavaria,
and then, resigning the Empire to its fate, leave England
t o rise or fall, as fate might order ; an object of no consequence to him, though perhaps important to some other
powers. At going away,however, I take care to tell Mr.
Hoffman that I wasunwarily led into this political discussion, a thing I avoid,from the conviction that when
of a countryis able, itneedsno
theadministration
hints from a stranger, and when feeble it is useless to give
them; so that, in all cases, a prudent observer should be
silent.”
‘(Dineto-day[March
4th]with MarshalMallendorf ;
presented to Biscllofswerder.Converse
a littlewiththe
hereditary Duke of Mecklenburg, who is, I think, a fine
young man. Herepeats to me, .what he had mentioned
once before, that the Prince Royal of Prussia is of a temper extraordinarily just. Pass the evening at the Princess
Henri’s,where,
notwithstandingtheload
of my three
hours’ dinner, I at length succeed with myself so far as to
be amiable. The young Duke of Mecklenburg, who has
pressed me to visit his father’s Court, tells me to-day that
he has announced me.”
7th]. Count
“Stay at homeallthemorning[March
Schmittau calls on me, and sits a good while. An interestHe
ingconversation,andonhispartveryconfidential.
mentions the intimacy he had with the King before his
accession to t h e throne, and how His Majesty was e+
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tranged by Bischofswerder
81 Go. ; how, at the breaking
out of the war, he offered his services by letter to theKing,
who civilly declined, and to the Duke of Brunswick, who
made no answer-a mark of his ungrateful temper, seeing
that in the time of the late King he had, on an important
to thegood offices of
occasion,beengreatlyindebted
Count Schmittau ; how he let Bischofswerder know that,
after the war was over, he would blow his brains out, and
the steps he had taken to avoid that catastrophe, which
had terminated in a letter to the King
by which he was
placed in the rank to which he was entitled and an apologymade.Thisletter
is published. How theDuke of
Brunswick, from his truckling temper, had not only
lost
the opportunity which presented
of governing the King
and kingdom, but in the campaign of 1792 had sacrificed
his reputation to please the King and gratify a host
of palwas
try minions. H e tells me that the embassy to Russia
offered to him, but he refused to hold any place
inthe
gift of Bischofswerder, who solicited in vein that he would
live upon friendly terms with him. On the embassy, after
assigning that general reason for refusing every place; he
added that in his opinion a man could never render himself master of more than one science, nor always that one.
H e had been bred to arms, had studied his profession
for
above thirty years, and
if he knew any business it
was
that of a soldier. I take occasion to mention to him
my
must, if well comconvictionthatthePrussiantroops
manded, be greatly superior to those of France. He goes
into some useful explanations to confirm my opinion, and
as a conclusion from his premises adds that,
if placed at
the head of forty thousand of them, he wouldanswer with
his life for the success ; but he would not suffer himself
to be attacked. I mention to him the opinion which is entertained by some in France, viz., that the Prussian troops
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would notserveagainst
them. He treatsitwith
contempt, and assures me that the whole- machine is in the
hands of the King completely. On Prince Henry’s subas a rare circumstance that
ject he (Schmittau) states it
this man, the most despotic on earth, both in his temper
andconduct,should
be anenthusiasticadmirer
of the
Frenchsystem of ‘equality.Thisprovesthat
my friend
Schmittauhasnotstudiedhumannature.
So faras my
s
i the most
observation goes, the case he considers rare
common ; and, in effect, pride, and the impatience of control which prompt a subject to rebel, lead a sovereign to
tyrannize. The more,such a bad subject shall be elevated
and the nearer he shall approach to the throne, the more
will this temper display itself by hatred of those above
and oppression of those below him. Burke has somewhere
justly observed, in speaking of those free governments in
which domestic slavery prevails, ‘That the habit of domination comes in aid of the spirit of liberty, fortifies it, and
renders it invincible.’
I dine at home. Go after dinner to see Madame de
Nadaillac, andfromthencetotheSardinian
minister’s,
of
where I pass the evening. Lord .Elgin, in the course
conversation, mentions that no maninBerlinkeepshis
servants in such abject submission as M. Caillard, except
the King, who keeps a large stick with which he belabors
them on the slightest occasion. And yet the man is governed despotically, and in the daily habit of submitting to
things which his mind abhors.”
“This morning [March 13th] I prepare for my departure fromBerlin,
M. Haugwitz comes, andbrings me a
letter of introductionfor Brunswick. Dine at Lord Elgin’s.’’
‘‘ This morning [March rqth] I start early for Potsdam.
The weather has been as fine as fancy can figure, and the
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singing of the larks ha5 somewhat softened the tediousness of the journey.
At Magdeburg the inhabitants are looking out for the
Prince and Princess of Hesse, who are to arrive this evening, which has the good effect of letting us into the town
by examwithout difficulty. They are apprehensive that
ining us they should delay His Highness,whose marriage
hasgiven me alreadysome amusemenK at Berlin, I did
not think, spme years ago, that I should derive any benefit from the Landgraf of Hessen-Kassel.”
“ A t Brunswick I meet a friend, a M. Dubois, who shows
many attentions. On Sunday [March ~ g t h ]I go to Court,
where I dineand pass the evening. TheDukeand
his
family frls preirenanfs. Hedesires a little conversation,
is interrupted by his
whichbeginsafterdinner,but
mother, to whom he presents me-the sister of old Fritz,
and very like him. She has some eighty odd years, but is
still lively, with a deal of fun about her. The Duchess,
who resembles the King her brother,
is very affable and
pIeasant. The Duke is, I think, a candidate for the character of the omnis homo. He speaks to me preferably in
English, but not being master of the language, or entanmakes
gled by thematter,hehesitatesverymuch,He
professions which h e considers as very dubious, and says,
(Youwon’tbelieve me, butit is verytrue.’ I tell him
that the Prussian Cabinet
is afraid of him, and it is on
that occasion that he declares his unwillingness to manage the affairs of Prussia. To help him in hisdelivery,
I tellhimthat
I conceiveeasily why he, a sovereign,
should not wish to set the example of an imperious control over a sovereign. This he assents to, but hisobjeca German
tion is stronger from thecircumstancethat
prince could not do many things which would be suitable
to an individual. I understand him to mean any dismem-
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berment of the Empire, and so explain myself to him, or,
rather, himself to me. He assents, and comes forward with
another bat; but the Duchess Dowager arrives and terminates our conversation, which is to be resumed this evening. This evening, however,we have two parties to itM. de Limon and M. de Puisegur, the ancien Ministre de Za
Guerre when I arrived in France. The former
is full of
prgets, and thinks he can ‘the Gordian knot of policy unloose familiar as his garter.’ People are apt to mistake on
these occasions. He asserts pretty frequently and roundly
was bought-a thing possible
that the Prussian Cabinet
enough ; and, at any rate, the assertion pleases the Duke.
Without assenting to or denying it,I observe that on every
ground it will be difficult to take them out of the hands of
France. But,accordingto
him, nothingcan be easier.
Onlygive greater bribes. He will not admit that the corrupterhastheadvantage
of threateningthecorrupted
with adiscovery of thetransaction.Howeasytodeny
the fact, and appeal to the general
profligacy of the French
Government for proof of the little weight to be given
to
their assertions, I break off the matter here, because he
with the
is got far enough, and if he be not now struck
almost insurmountable difficulties (resulting from his own
hypothesis) in the way of his plan, nothing I can say will
have any effect. The Duke grows weary of the bavardage,
and so do I.”
“To-day [March zoth] I dine with the Duchessof Brunswick ;* conversationonpublic
affairs. E Z e est frb andaise. Tell the Duke that I see no mode of bringing forward Prussia but by changing totally the administration ;
that this can be done, I think, only by means of Madame
de Lichtenau, and that a new administration, considering
the feebleness of the King’s character, must have behind
* Sister of George 111.
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it the Duke of Brunswick or Prince Henry. Her Royal
Highness told me she did not like the emigrants, spoke to
me about the misconductof the Prince of Wales, etc.”
‘6 I dine to-day [March 21st] with the Duchess Dowager,
who tells me she is very sorry her brother had not seen
proof that
me. This, I am afterwardstold,isastrong
she is pleased with the person to whom it is addressed.
Her daughter gives me some late publications to read. I
spendtheeveningthere,andtheDuchesstells
me the
I reply
emigrants are much alarmed at my arrival here.
that this is to
me utterly unaccountable, unless they imagine that, recollecting their private character in France,
I should say something too much for them on that
subject ;but they may make themselves easy, for itis possible
I may never have heard anything, but certainly have forgotten all which may affect the moral character of individualsbelongingtoacountrywhich
was so generally
corrupted.”
“Dine with the hereditary prince [March zzd], and go
to a cumddie de socidick, which isamusing.The
Duchess,
who is English from top to toe, in conversing on the state
of manners,tellsme
that they are very corrupt
inthis
country (meaning Germany), and particularly at
Berlin.
She mentions the depths to
which their depravity goes,
mentions,
and I express my astonishmentatariceshe
which, though I have often heard of, I am not well able to
of course,
comprehend.HerRoyalHighnessdoesnot,
gointotheexplanation,butassuresme
of the fact. I
observe that the Duke rather avoids conversation, having
beforesought it. Is heapprehensive of disclosinghis
secret ? ”
“Passtheevening
[March q t h ] with the Dowager
Duchess,andplaywhist,
It is a thingcurious to have
played whistwith the sister of the Great Frederick for
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a gros (about ,three halfpence) a fish, so that a rubber of
five was worth just eightpence sterling money
of Great
Britain-threepenceeachforcard
money. Thisarises
from the miserable situation of the emigrants, of whom
many of the first quality now here are in the greatest distress.”
“The Duchess of Brunswick atdinnerto-day[March
zgth] tells me she is sure I don’t like her. She thinks 1
hate the King her brother, and extend that
dislike to the
whole family. I assure her that she is mistaken, and that
nothingiseasierthanfor
me, asan American,to
be
attachedtotheroyalfamily
of England,butnothing
more difficult than for a person of that family to like one
of my country.‘Well,then,
I havethemoremerit,for
I like you.’ Thisconversation, which lastsduringthe
dinner and before a numerous society, would be very embarrassingtomost
men, and I amafterwardscompliso well. She said, among
mented for getting through it
other things, that she had persuaded herself to forget that
there was suchacountryas
America. On the whole, I
am well pleased with her franchise, and tell her truly that
I amwell pleased with her.Conversealittle
with the
Duke confidentially, and give
himsome traits of Berlin
which
he
was
unacquainted
with. Mention
the
only
means whichseem to me fit forbringingthePrussian
Cabinet into his views. He’tells me it is now too late, in
which sentiment I agree with him.”
‘‘ I am to-day [March 26thJ told the private history of
Lord Malmesbury’s subsidiarytreatywithPrussia.
His
lordshipemployedthePrince
of Nassau to intrigueat
Berlin, and after some time he obtained
a kind of offer
that the King would send a hundred thousand men intd
FlandersandbesiegeLille
if GreatBritainwouldpay
them. TheBritishministerdeclinedthegreatnumber,
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and proposed that sixty thousand should serve
in Flanders,whichtheKingrefused,andthereuponhislordship,underthepretextthatitwouldsavetime,transferredthenegotiationtotheHague.Afterseveralpros
and cons, he came at last to the sixty thousand and the
to the
campaign inFlanders.CountHaugwitzagreed
former, but, in pursuance of his instructions, refused peremptorily the latter, It ended
by a n agreement that the
troops should act according to the
decision of a council
of war. England delayed for a long time (considering the
season) her ratification, and then proposed to Mollendorf.
I n the course of the evening M. de Reden, with whom I
converse, observes that the Prussian ministry could go on
very well with the war, so long as the treasury held out,
but, the war being unpopular, they could not risk
taxes.
The MarCchal de Castries calls, according to appointment,
andafter
somediscussion we determinethat when he
shall have taken the needful informations he
willwrite
to me at Hamburg. Dine at Court, and pass the evening
I am treated with a show of rethere. At taking leave
gard which, whether real or affected, is highly pleasing.
The Duke is too much engaged in his cabinet to pay the
social attentions ; au res&, he is so much a courtier that I
cannot help considering him as insincere and cold, even
to the extremes of falsehoodandinsensibility.Brave
in
the field andhappyinseizingthemomenthe
is, I am
told, a very .able officer, butallwell-informedpersons
agree in considering him as deficient in polit.ica1 courage.
I think he wants other important qualitiesof a statesman.
his
Mancanjudge
of man by nootherstandardthan
heart and mind. He who is alive to every sentiment and
passion can judge well of others by adding to or diminishing the result of his own emotions, for he differs from his
fellows only in the degree ; but he who is born inserlsible
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can never know mankind : he is blind to some things, deaf
he wantssome of the moral senses,
TheDuchess,whocontrastsstronglywithherhusband
on the score of sincerity, spoke to me feklingly and freely
of her daughter * and the Queen of England.+ She considers the latter asa very bad woman-a cold, cruel hypocrite. She sheds tears of affection when speaking of her
brother, and tells m'e that but for the Queen she would
Of thenationshespeaksin
neverhaveleftEngland.
terms of rapture, and I sawbefore,from a conversation
at table on national character, that she
is too much an
me that, notwithEnglishwoman for the Duke. She tells
standing her rank as a sovereign, she never writes to her
brother without subscribing herself his subject."
t o others ; inshort,

* Caroline of Brunswick Wolfenbattel, wife of the Prince of Wales, afterward George IV.
t Charlotte of Mecklenburg Strelitz, Queen of George 111.

i
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CHAPTER XXXVIII.
Morris goes to Hamburg.Anarmistice
signed, April, 1797. Letter to
Lord Grenville. Letter to Lady
Sutherland.
Prince
Zubow. Informationabout
Russia. Lafayette released. Dinesat Neusteden.
Lafayette means to avoid all interference in French
affairs. Intends
to go toAnlericaConversationwithDuchess
of Cumberland at
Frankfort.
Prince
de Reusse. FCte at Offenbach. Mr. Crauford.
The Duchess of Cumberlandin a contradictory mood. Baron de
Beaulieu. Mr. Wickham.
Leaves
Frankfort
for Ratisbon. E n
pefitc sori& at the Princesse de Tour et Taxis’s. General Werneck.
Dinner at the Prince Bishop’s. Communications ofM. Aujard.

M

ORRIS leftBrunswickthe

27th of Marchand
travellingdirectly to Hamburg,reachedthere o n
the 31st. “Last night,” he says, “at the inn
I had two
plagues-one a hare locked up over my head, who would
have persuaded some people that the house
was haunted,
for he made no small racket ; another was the company of
as
mosquitoes, which, to my astonishment, were as busy
in July. G o afterdinnertoAltonatoseeMadamede
Flahaut, and in the evening go to the French theatre at
Hamburg to see a mostmiserableballet,made
up of
shreds and patches of music and history vilelyassorted.
Madame de Flahaut tells me a little anecdote of the Princess of Lorraine, who has lost her friend of fifteen years’
of youngCaraman’s society.
standingforthepleasure
There is nothing in thistosurprise
me, for I never
thought well of her. I saw her last evening at the play,
and her inquiries after Mr. Livingston proved an interest
which, if it be not of the sincerest kind, the fault must lie
with him.”
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“Advices have arrived [April 3d] of the taking of Triniof the Spanish
dad by the English, and the destruction
fleet-one ship taken and the rest of the squadron burned
of the French has,itseems,exbythem.Theconduct
My poorfriend,Robert
cited great disgust inAmerica.
Morris, is ruined. A heavystrokeuponmy
bosom, and
I feartheaccount
is buttootrue.TheArchdukehas
been beaten, and the French, it is said, are in possession
of Trieste.”
“ I t is said [April rqth] that the Austrian Cabinet have
declared otficially thattheyaretreatingwithFrance.
Their affairs are very bad, and M.de Thugut will, I fancy,
be overset.”
“ T h e Emperor has made [April ~ g t h ]a kind of official
is
declaration that he is in treaty for peace ; an estaf‘ttr
a mob at Vienna
arrived,it is said,whichannounces
of Thugut. The
clamorous for peace and the dismission
Emperor addressed them and promised peace, on which
they dispersed.”
is
“ThePrince of Waldecktells me [April16thlhe
persuaded the preliminariesof a general peace are signed
;
that they have been already for some time treating.”
An armistice had been signed on the 7th of April, ‘797,
within sight of the spires of Vienna; but it was not until October17ththatthetreaty
of CampoFormio was
made. ThetermsdictatedbyBonapartewerethat
AustriashouidcedeBelgiumto
theFrenchRepublic,and
agree to the cession of the German provinces on the left
bank of the Rhine ; andshe also consentedthatLombardy and several adjoining States shouId become dependwas given, in reencies of the French Republic. Austria
turnforherimmense
losses,Venice as a spoil. This
Bonaparte flung to her, notwithstanding a protest from
the Directory.”
VOL. 1 1 . 4 9
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“It appears from the papers
to-day[April18th]
that
AusBonaparteisstillrapidlyadvancing,andthatthe
trians have gainedadvantages i n Tyrol which,followed
up, will enable them to get into his rear and perhaps hem
him up in the mountains of Styria Should this happen,
the affairs of the world may take a turn entirely new.”
ciAccounts have arrived [April 23d] by the last French
mail that the Directory hare ordered the several officers
to pay no attention to passports or certificates given
by
American ministers or consuls. This is curious enough ;
but if, as is far from impossible, Bonaparte receives a severe check, they will grow less arrogant.”
Bonaparte seemed atthismomenttothelookers-on
“ t o be,” as Morris expressed it i n a letter to Lord Grenville on ApriIzsth,“completely
in a i r ; and, onthe
whole, my lord,” he continues, (‘1 consider the situation
of the Allies as being just
now much better than it has
of the mar.
been at any period since the commencement
I repeat to you again, my lord, that the game seems
to
me to be in your hands, provided yod have patience
to
I f itispossibletosend
a strong
playoutthecards.
naval force into the Mediterranean, it
will perhaps prove
of very great importance.”
“To-day [May 3d], while I am in a shop choosing some
chintz for Madame,deNadaillac,
Mr. Parishcomes in,
and tells me that the French Directory have issued letters
of marque to capture American vessels going to and corni n g from Great Britain, and thatAdmiralJarvis
has
blocked up the Spanish fleet at Cadiz.”
‘‘ M. Talon breakfasts with me [May sth]. H e gives a
strange account of agairs in America, so far as regards the
He saystheconduct
of France tolandspeculations.
wards America must be, in some measure, attributed to
the Bishop of Autun, who, in a conference with the Direc-
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tory and Minister for Foreign Affairs, told them America
was to be considered in no other light than Geneva, and
must follow implicitly the orders of France.”
“ I t is so long since I had the pleasure of conversing
with you,” Mr. Morris wrote to the Countess
of Sutherland on May 16th, “that I would seek the opportunity
for novelty’s sake, were there no other charms but those
of noveltytobefound
in your society. But,asthings
You will haveseen
are, I find theselastunnecessary.
that Austria has made peace in the critical moment, when
her enemy was in the greatest danger, So Great Britain
will save a subsidy ; and now, unless they force America
I donotcount
into the war, you will standalone,for
Portugalforanything.They
willonly, I presume,furnish some money to France and shut their ports against
you by way of purchasing peace and what
is called independence. The state of your finances, also, is far from
encouraging, but yet I am convinced that (unless panicstruck) you will get through well. In effect, your enemy
cannot employ against you that force in which sheexcels,
and she cannot, I think, in some considerable time attack
you on your own element. The return of her armies will
if she.succeeds in
not a little perplex her counsels, and
disbanding the greater part of them, she will thereby be
reduced to the necessity of listening to the necessities of
herowncitizensandthe
friend& interposition of that
power who must now begin to view her with a jealous
eye. Do send me somegood news from Cadiz. Tellme
to an ounce how much silver you have taken in the SpanI stillhold a
ish galleons ; but, above all, tell me that
place inyour esteem. Such information is a treasure
very much.
more preciousthan silver, for I loveyou
God blessyou, dear lady. Remember me toyourlord,
and remember me.”
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“ Dumouriez tells me, in a long conversation we have
[May &h], several things of the past, but one of the present which astonishes me. H e says that to his knowledge
Thugut is in the pay of France. He has the same opinion which I had
of Bonaparte’s situation when he made
a largecompany
peacewiththeEmperor.Diningwith
to-day, I mentioned publicly what
I had previously suggested in private conversation to Mr. Parish, that the city
of Hamburg would do well to send an agent to the Congress for a general peace, with the view to obtain an article in it for the free navigation of the Elbe. This would
naturally be suggestedbytheEmperorandElector
of
Saxony; France would also be glad of the opportunity to
interfere, with decided effect,in the affairs of Southern
me, I conGermany. As Mr. Sievekingsitsoppositeto
(a
cludethatmyconversation
willbe writtentoParis
thing which was done on a former occasion), and that part
of it, which relates to the interior, will not be offensive to
them; for it contained my serious opinion that, barring
the case of civilwar, theirlateexperience
of anarchy
will enforce the observation of law.”
“Dine at M. P. Godefroy’s [June sth] ; a company of
four dozen in an elegant house, and good wine, but the
a company that I ever saw. A
smallest dinner for such
tureen of soup, and one of curds and cream, succeeded by
a ham and five boiled chickens; then a turbot, four dishes
of vegetables, finally a leg of chevreuil, and half a dozen
roasted pigeons. The last advices from England announce
a continuance of riots among seamen, also that the affairs
of Ireland are very a!arming. The 3aron Grutn tells me
LI part of his history. The Empress, in sending him hither
announced to him the march of sixty thousand men under
Suwarrow, through Holstein to the Elbe.
I think I know
fromthishintthewhole
plan. H e agreeswithme
in
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opinion that the present Emperor of Russia goes too fast
in his plans of reform. He thinks it probable that
Austria may, byand by, enterintobonds of alliance with
France. I question only as to the by and by.”
“ I meet at dinner [June rSth] the Prince Zubow, late
bosom friend of theEmpress of Russia. Hegivesme
much curiousinformation.
H e says theRussianarn~y,
had the Empress lived, would have been early in March
I hadthoughtthey were tocome
on the way toLintz.
throughHolstein.
He tells me that the Comte
d’Artois,
when he went first to England, was bearer of an offer of
fifteen thousand med from the Empress, toact for restoration of the monarchyin France. He says that his brother,
during his late campaigns in Mount Caucasus and Hyrcania, has discovered the plain which bounded the march of
Pompey’s army,being filled withserpents of knormous
size ;that the ancient Guebres still exist there, and preserve
the sacred fire, fed with a bitumen in which the earth there
abounds ; that the nations and the rivers bear yet the same
names which distinguished themin the time of the Greeks
and Romans, the people
of those countries having never
yet been changed by conquest, emigration, or other great
moral phenomenon. He mentions the melons of a province bordering on Cashmere as being brought to Petersburg,toDelhi,and
to Ispahan.He
says it is nottrue
that the Empress had formed a good opinion of the presis, of course,
ent King of Sweden, but the contrary. He
no friendtothepresent
Czar. H e says that he must
adopt the conduct of his mother, as most coyistent with
the interior prosperity and exterior consequence of Russia, but that the same measures
will no longer produce
thesame effect. Eventhearmy will no longerperform
the same things, because that spirit
which animated the
whole is fled. In this there is, I think, some exaggeration
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arid some truth. As to Poland, he says it would be cruel
to re-establish thatkingdom.Theyare(accordingto
.him) incapable of governing .themselves, and should be
deprived of power, as men take knives from children lest
they cut themselves. The peasants,hesays,detestthe
lords by whom they are enslaved, and these again never
know what they are about. Kosciusko, he
says, is below
his reputation : a good leader of ten to fifteen thousand
‘men, but that is all ; an enthusiast who, but for his ignorance of his own countrymen, would never have been led
intothemeasureshepursued.Hespeaks
of Prussia as
‘owing everything to Russia, so that The latter, in possessing herself of the Prussias, would only, as i t were, take
back her own.“
Morris left Altona on June 19th for a short trip in Denmark ; stopping en roufe for a day at a town near Ploen,
Tessk ;. “with whom,”
to see his old friend Madame de
he says, ‘‘ I have a conversation on the subject of M. and
MadamedeLafayette.She
finds thatLouis XVIII. has
behaved very foolishly, more especially in his conduct towardshisnephew, M. de Poix. This is characteristic
of
theNoailles.Impartialpeopleconsideritas
a foolish
affair merely because he did not wait till he was restored
to the throne, where he might have shown his resentment
at whatheconsiders
as theingratitude of thatfamily
with more effect : but nobody, I believe, except the members of that family, will put in comparison the proclamation and M. de Poix.”
On the return journey; at a small town, Morris was not
a little surprised to find a servant of the Duchess of Cumberland waiting for him ; ‘‘ which,” he says, “gives an air
of importance very improperly to a most trifling circumstance. She, by blunders, is at Leipsic without money, and
-asks me to raise some for her; so I send an order for itto
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Freis 81 Co. We have had again a rainy day, which makes
welcome. On
thewelcome of myfriendParishdoubly
my return to Hamburg I call o n Madame de Flahavt, and
conversewith Souza, who has returned from
Berlin. H e
1 was a
mentions having heard there, with surprise, that
great.democrat,intheFrench
sense of the word. He
gives me some French gazettes, by which it appears that
the Legislature are determinedto force the Directory into
a peace.”
“ I learn with great pleasure to-day [July 4thJ that the
Duchess of Orleans has been restored to the possession of
8
her father’s property. The two Houses in France have concurred in taking the command of the treasury out of the
hands of the Directory, and the milliard for the
a m y is
brought on the carpet. This
is, I believe, the rock which
theRepublicmustsplitupon.
A personfromAmerica
brings a list of new diplomatic appointments which prove
to me that our system
is less nervous than it was. I fear
we shall not gain much reputation by
it. He says, however, that the spirit and resentmentsof the nation arehigh.
,
I meet Lord
“Dine at Mr. Haynes’s [July ~ o t h ] where
Wycombe. H e comeshomewithmeafterdinner,and,
chemin faisant, expresses himself with
much
warmth
She
againsthisquondamfriend,MadamedeFlahaut.
had a design upon him, viz., to marry him ; and he thinks
shedidmuch
mischief to effectuate it. He is ofthose
men who go far in the way which they once travel, and
believes more than is just. .At the time when I suspected
their connection to be what I now find it was, and.on his
arrival in Paris, she sent her servant to him, with ZL letter
full of all sorts of tenderness and dying sensibility. I find
she had nearly catched him in the matrimonial noose, and
he seems to bervery angry at it, though,
i n fact, he has
nothing to complain of.’ He seemed a proper subject to
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work upon, and therefore she exerted herself to get hold
of him. We have a pretty long conversation on matters
of a public nature, and his lordship begins to doubt some
things which appeared to him to be certain.”
From AItona, July IIth, Morris despatched another letand,
ter to Lady Sutherland, acknowledging her letters,
just touching on the all-absorbing political subject, he announced to her his intended departure for home.
my opinion,”hewrote,
“ I t hasforsometimebeen
“that you wouldhavepeacethisyear,andthenegotiators being now met, I presume you will soon know the
happy issues of their labors. As to the conditions, I think
them of little consequence, for the
state of Europe seems to
me similar to what it mas previous to the Grand Alliance,
and, if so, you will have onlyan armed trucewhose duration
must depend on contingencies ; unless, indeed, the internal
commotions of France should give to neighboring nations
a security they could not derive from their arms. Quand
on se trouve a u parterre il faut attendre le dCnoGment de
la pi&ce, quelque mauvaise qu’ellesoit.
Ainsi, quoiqden
route pour mon foyer, je reste ici encore quelques jours.
But for trifles not worth mentioning, I should have been by
this time in America; and
I think it wisest to go without
visitingEngland,because
I shallleavethishemisphere
with less reluctance than if I saw you at the momentof my
departure. Still, there is something which tells me I shall
see you again, and the idea is so pleasant that I can’t find
it in my heart to drive it away. Wouldn’t it be whimsical
if, in the shufllings of time and chance, me should nleet
under the auspices of a botrnet rouge at Paris ? YOUask
my plan of operations. I float, dearlady,like
a11 ligllt
substances, on the stream of time, too indolent to row, too
ignoranttosteer,andtrustingfatefor
a future haven.
YOU,more provident, are buying and repairing
a house,
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on whichJ felicitate you, because it will (till finished) give
you the pleasure oi employment, and then you must seek
some other object.Whatever
may be yourpursuitand
with whatever success, my warmest wishes will still attend
you-still like
Thy guardian sylph shall hover near,
With cheerful smile and blooming joy to greet ;

Or, in life’s weariness, thy spirit cheer,
And scatter roses underneath thy feet.

,

Adieu. My bestremembrancesawait
hislordship.Tell
him so, and believe me ever and truly yours.”
Morris
never
lost
his
keen
interest
in the sufferings
of the Jtmgt&, and always held himself ready to supply a
deficiency in money, or to send them a word of hope or of
advice. I n a letter to the hlardchal de Castries, then
livi n g at Wolfenbiittel, under date of August zd, he says:
“ L e s Cvknements en vCritC ont Ctci si rapides et extraordinaires que les calculs sur le pass6ne peuvent plus
s’apptiqueraupresent ; et, quant d l’avenir, il est couvert d’un nuage impCnCtrable. Si j’osais me permettre de
h a r d e r un conseil, CQ serait de ne rien fail-e, absobnzenl
rim, puisqu’ alors on a des chances pour soi. D’ailleurs,
on peut choisir librement quand on ne s’est engag6 envers
personne. Je marque bienceque vous me faitesl’honneur de me dire sur le changement du ministere franpis.
I1 ne me parait &re qu’un sympt6me dans une maladie oh
il faut s‘attendre encore d des crises multiplibes.
J e n’en
tire,donc, aucun indice. En gCnCral, je persiste d croire
que le despotisme d’un usurpateur doit &re le prCcurseur
d’une autoritC lkgitirne, Je ne suis p,as mBme persuade qu’il
nesoit pas ngcessaire A 1’Ctablissement solided’une pareille autorite. L’homme, animal raisonnant mais non pas
raisonnable, ne s’instruit que par I‘expCrience et ne se cor-
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rige que par le malheur.
11 faut donc que le cercle soit
compIet, afin de dkmontrer a chaque novateur l’ineptie de
son systhme.Mille
pardonspourcegalimatias.Croyez
toujours A mon respect et mon sincere ntt&hement.” *
“Thisafternoon [August rrth] I seeDumouriez.Hatred of England seems the order of the day here. H e says
he has no doubt
of being able to make
a successful descentonEngland.Hehasmuchcomnlonplace
on that
subject, but the particulars of his plan are a secret. This
secret must consist in the knowledge of a convenient landingplace and the means of eluding British cruisers.
In a
word, it must be a coup de main, and supposing (gratis) the
safe landing of a considerable force with needful artillery,
etc. A furtherpostulatumisthattheEnglish
willnot
fight to defend their country. He says he has offered the
Directory to communicate his plans to any a$dkof theirs,
but they havenot asked anything from him. They
have
formed plans to act i n concert with the revolutionsocieties
of England. I give him somehints,which I am sure he
will seize, because he wants to bringhimself forward again
on the French theatre.
As they will, if brought to effect,
tend to the general good of mankind, I shall not be sorry
to seethemacted upon. I t seems that Mantua is to be

* TRANSLATION: Events have been so rapid and so extraordinary that
the calculations of the past no more apply to the present; as for the future, it
is hidden behind impenetrable clouds. If I dared proffer advice, it would be
to do nothing, ubrol&+
nothing, keeping thus all chances in one’s favor.
One can choosefreely, when no engagements have been entered into. I take
due notice of what you do me the honor of stating concerning the change of
ministry in France. This change appears to
me bu4 one symptom in a disease whichwill go through many more crises I draw no augury from it.
I n a general way, I think the despotism of a usurper is bound to become the
precursor of the re-establishment of legitimate authority; I even think that
it might be a necessary preliminary to such a re-establishment. That reasoning but not reasonable animal, man, is only taught by experience, and
misfortune is his sole corrector. The whole circle must therefore have been
gone over before the innovator can find out the inanity of his system. A
thousand excuses for this twaddle, and believe in my sincere attachment
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delivered up to the Emperor, so that Bonaparte’s transalpine schemes area little lamed”
“Advices from England [August
13th] showthatthe
disputes between the legislative and executive bodies at
Paris are not yet settled. The militaryare excited against
the former.”
‘(To-day [August ~ g t h ] t h e post from Holland brings
accounts that the definitive treaty is concluded with the
Emperor, but the conditions are yet secret.
‘‘ By every account [August zoth] from France it would
seem as if trouble were preparing again there. The Directoryhavethearmyintheirfavorforthe
moment.
There seems to be a contest between them and the Legislature for fixing on each other the blame that hostilities
continue, and that the finances are deranged. As taxation
is the right of the latter, they will probably succumb.”
“The Baron Buol de Schauenstein, the Imperial minister, with his lady, dine at Neusteden with Mr. Parish today [September 3d]. After dinner, speaking of the English diplomacy, he mentions a trait of the famous Lord
Auckland, which is curious. After the treaty
of Reichenbach, by which Prussia, England, and Holland had agreed
toaidinbringingbacktheFlemishandBrabantersto
their ancient submission, he, being then minister from the
Emperor there, was informed of Vanderhoot’s plan (called
afterwards his crusade, which cost the lives of more than
away) and went
fifteen thousand men, wantonly thrown
immediately to Lord Auckland to request that he
would
interfere to prevent attempts which must have bad consequences, without at all affecting the great object fixed by
the treaty. His lordship told him that he could not, for
that if Vanderhoot andVan Eupenwere to
ask his advice he
could not in conscience recommend itto them to lay down
their arms, seeing that they
would then obtain unfavorable

,
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terms. ‘My lord, if you suppose I come to hold a friendly
and confidentialconversation you are mistaken. I speak
to you as a minister, and I beg you will give me such an
answer as I may transmit to Court in your official character.’ ‘Why, really,sir, myinstructionsfromtheBritish
Cabinet will not permit me to comply with your request.’
The Baron remarks properly that this is the first time, perhaps, that the minister of a country has openly avowed the
patronage of revolt.”
The French mail brings advices this day [September
q t h ] of an attack made under the auspices of three Directors against the other two, and the majority of the two
councils, Theconsequence is thatseveralmembersare
arrested and condemned to banishment. The pretext
is a
conspiracy to establish the throne on the ruins
of the presentgloriousfabric
of Gallicanfreedom.Itseems
as if
the definitive treaty with the Emperor is near to a conclusion. I presume that the victorious Directors will
make
peace by way of proving that the continuance of the war
is to be attributed to their opponents. They
have taken
the estate of the Duchess of Orleans and banished her.”
To hisfriend,BarondeGroshlaer,atVienna,Morris
wrote, on Tuesday, the 19th of September, to felicitatehim
on the dangers theyhad safely passed through, as follows :
‘‘ En effet, votre danger a kt6 extreme ; vous jouissez %
prtsent de la lumidre, car il n’y a rien de si beau que de
voirlesolei1quandonrevientdesbordsdutombeau.
Dans I’ignorance absolue de votresort, je n’osais h i r e , ni
d vous ni A madame la baronne, mais je me persuadais
toujours que vous vous en tireriez. On croit facilenlent ce
qu’on dCsire avec ardeur. J e m‘imagine que la paix sera
conclue avant que cette lettre-ci
n’ait l’honneur de vous
&re prCsentCe. L’Empereur aura regu le territoire de Veune
nise en Cchange de Mantoue, et la France se sera cdie
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voisine formidable dans Is soi-disante Ripublique Cisalpine. J e ne FOUS parle pas de 1s dernihre rCvolution parisienne, puisqu’il leur en faudra encore et encore,jusqu’d
ce qu’ils retornbent sous le gouvernment d‘un seul. C’est
leur dernier espoir,c’est leur unique ueazeZ; nprbs de longs
transports, c’est un sommeil tranquille. En attendant leur
rCve, je fais celui d’un voyage A Francfort, car je suis retenu dans votre maudite Europe par des circonstances triviales, qui mefBcheraientmoinssijepouvaisespbrer
vous revoir.” *
“ T h e news from Paris [September zoth] go to a confirmation of theconspiracy, of course ; they go also to
the establishment of dictatorial power
in the Directory,
which is also of course.TheRumpParliamentdelibQu.: How longbeforethe
eratesunderthebayonet.
army shall dismiss the Directors ? ”
“The Imperial minister [SeptemberZ I S ~ ]has announced
that the prisoners of Olrnutz are at liberty.”
In a letter (September zzd) to Lard Elgin, Morris mentioned his intention of making the journey to Frankfort if
the proposed peace should afford him the opportunity, the
season being rather late to cross the Atlantic.
“ W e hear constantly and with great pleasure that the
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King’s healthmends daily. As I Know the interest you
take in it, I cannot omit to offer my congratulations. The
French Revolutionhastakenonestepmoretowardsa
conclusion. In a little time they will, I think, have completed the circle. Meanwhile they g o on generating young
republics,which,likepuppies,areborn
blind, yetcan
yelp, and if not strangled will not fail to bite when the
season comes. So let those look to it whose legs may
be
in the way.”
“ M r . Parishcalls[Septemberatth}.
He hasadjusted
with the Imperial minister how Lafayette is to be
delivered over. The ministercommunicated M. deThugut’s
M. de Lafayette is not
letter,whichsaysexpresslythat
liberated at the instance
of France, but merely to
show
for theUnitedStates
of
theEmperor’sconsideration
America. This looks very like a continuation of the war.”
‘‘ Every account [September zgth] seems to confirm the
idea that hostilities are to recommence, and the Imperial
minister tells me that there is every probability the war
will continue.”
‘‘ The officer accompanying the Olmiitz prisoners [October 3d] left them on the way to Hamburg and called on
Mr. Parish yesterday. He comes
by the wurstroad,and
to-morrow these unfortunate people are to cross the Elbe
in an open boat, be the weather what it may ; now it is
rery fine.”
4 c Dineto-day[October
f4th] with M. le Baron Buol
Schauenstein, the Imperial minister, who gives
me some
letters of introduction and a passport. Madame also gives
by determe some letters, and very politely wishes that,
mining to stay here, I may render them useless. The minister is vexed that M. de Lafayette and his companions do
not arrive. I t is, not till after five that Mr. Parish sends
us word that they are come, and tben I take the Baron
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down to perform the ceremony of delivering them over.
His expressions are f r h mesure'es, and he goes through his
partwithdignity.The
prisoners, instead of comingto
town in the ferry-boat, in which case they would have arrived between nine and ten
o'clock in the morning, embarked on board the boat of an American ship, dined on
so wastedtheir own timeandeverybody
theship,and
else's. Of course they cannot go to the lodgings provided
for them, etc. I find also that visits are to be paid to the
French minister, to Archenholz,
etc. In short, Horace is
perfectly right : CaZurn non animam mufanf qui trans mare
currunt. Mr. Parish takes tea with
me, and I accompany
him to Neusteden, his country-seat, and spend the night.
The next day the whole society of prisoners dine at Neusteden. Thereseemsnointention
of goingto America.
Lafayette assures me that he means to avoid all intrigue
and every interference in the affairs of France ; but, if I
judge right, he is mistaken.
I applaud his resolution, tell
him that he can do France no good and may do
himself
much mischief ; that a perfect nullity is the safergame for
him and leaves him the choice
of what side he will take .
afterwards, etc. H e professes much gratitude for my services, but this I do not expect, and shall indeed be disapprofession. Theyoung
pointed if itevergoesbeyond
gentleman who went from the French army
in Italy to
Vienna in order to procure M. de Lafayette's release tells
me hedoubtsstillwhetherhostilities
willbe
recommenced. He seems to think that the French armies are
too powerful to be resisted, and also that the practice of
making young republics behind
them will give security
totheirconquests.
This must,in my opinion,depend
merely on the success of their advancing armies, for, if
driven back, the conquered countries will certainly rise
against their oppressors,"
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l L Mr. Parish and I have some conversation to-day
[OCtober 6thl on the subject of Messrs Lafayette & Co. He
sees with concern that they
are running into great and
useless expense, according to all appearances, by going
foolishly to an inn at Hamburg instead of coming out to
lodgings prepared for them at Altona They have run out
I prepare for my journey tofifty guineasintwodays.
day, and say farewell to my friends.
G o to Poppenbiittel
to see M. and Madame de Lafnyette, and bid them adieu.
As he mentions to me his intention of going to America,
I urge him to decide on it seriously and to mention it now
to Mr. Adams, the President. I
tellhim that neither the
present Directory nor the Constitutionalists, as they call
themselves,wish toseehiminFrance
; that I believe
America will makeaproperprovisionforhim.
I think
they ought to offer, and he to accept, what will put him in
easy circumstances. He says that if his wife can sell her
property in France she will, after paying her debts, have
I
somelittleleft,andverylittle
will satisfyhim.Here
think h e is much mistaken.
I am writing,
“Mr. Parish comes this afternoon while
and brings me the letter Lafayette has written stating the
America.
impracticability of goingoutthisautumnto
Mr. Parish, to whom it is addressed, finds it well enough,
so I don’t object, though the styleis n o t just what it ought
to be, and I think will not be so pleasing or satisfactoryto
theImperialCabinet
as Mr. Parishmight wish and of
right expect.
I fancy M. Archenholz will comeout with
a smart philippic against the Emperor, for I saw him O u t
at Poppenbiittel, and, as I suppose, for the purpose of GO]lecting materials, The late prisoners will not be unwilling
i n , my opinion, conto furnish all they can. They were,
fined unjustly ; no wonder that the loss of liberty should,
coupled w i t h the sense of wrong, havegreatly exasperated
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them,but I ampersuadedthatnothinghashappened
which can bear a comparison with the cruelties
inflicted
on many innocent persons
in France. Being now at liberty the public commiseration will be much diminished,
and it would, I think, be prudent to preserve a profound
silence. If, leaving the prudential path, he wishes to act a
heroic part, it would, I think, consist in a silence pronom~
On an application to him to tell his story he might say
:
‘While so many nations suffer, the past mjseries of an individual can find no place in the public attention
; mine
are already obliterated from my memory
by the view of
those which my poor country is doomed to undergo.”’
‘‘ I leave Altona to-day [October Sth], and am detained
at the Hamburg gate five and twenty minutes by the ridiculous practice of shutting the gates during the timeof diI supposeit is to prevent an enemy from
vineservice.
surprising them.”
“ A t Esche Mr. Mailer, my compagnm de voyage, and I
meet agentlemanandlady[Octoberroth]whocome
from the baths of Schwalbach and Wiesbaden. They tell
us that the people, who are much disturbed by war,
the prefer the company of the French to that of the Austrians,
which last are sulky and will do nothing but smoke their
pipes, while the French lend a hand to assist in whatever
business may be going forward.”
“ O n t h e way from Cassel to Friedenwalde, at an inn
[October zzd], I meet in the landlord an old Hessian sol.
dier who served in America, and who speaks very good
English. H e tellsmeheworked
very hardatcutting
down the wood a t Morrisania, and he is very sorry he did
not stay in America. I make a detour to see the Duchess
of Cumberland, but find that she is gone t o live at Frankfort,which town we reachonThursday,October
26th.
Walk first to the post-office and then call on the Duchess
VOL.
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of Cumberland,with whom I sitawhile.Shegivesme
information of various sorts. Says that the Prince Royal

of Prussia,* who is probably by this time King, his father's
death having been 'expected daily for some weeks,
is a
man of very moderate abilities, pacific temper, and avakmrgre's, fearsthe
riciousdisposition ; that he hates the
French, and, so far from entering into a coalition against
them, will paycourttotheDirectory.Shesaysthatat
Pyrmont they were endeavoring to take
in Prince Adolto the Princess
phus to marry the Princess Louis, sister
Royal,whoisthemistress
of LouisFerdinand.The
Duchess describes her as a woman of very loose deportment who was coquetting in the style of a codrtesan with
Adolphus, and the K i n g of Prussin prayed him to mehageer
his beZZe-$ZZe, qui Plait L'pevdunzent arnoureuse de hi. At the
same time, he could not think of agreeing to the marriage,
withoutthepreviousconsent
of theKing of England.
The Duchess thinks that if, on the King's death, Louis can
get the survivance of his father's place on condition that
hemarryhis
mistress, he will readilydoit.She
mentions the marriage of the Prince of Wartemberg with the
PrincessRoyal of England as a thing whichthelatter
wouldneverhaveconsentedtobut
to getout of the
Queen's clutches. The Duchess of Brunswick, mother to
his former wife,' had done everything in her power to preof Brunswick
possesstheKingagainsthim.TheDuke
saidpubliclythathehadpoisonedhisdaughter.'But,'
says the Duchess of Brunswick, ' this I do not believe, because the Empress of Russia had the exclusive privilege
of poisoningeverybody i n herdominions,and
as the
Duchess of Wartemberg was her favorite, from having betrayed her husband's secrets, and those
of his sister thepreshave
ent,Empress of Russia, it is improbable that she would

* The King of Prussia did not die until November, 1797.
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suffered anybody to poison her.’ The Prince of Wiirtemberg, she says, beat his wife two days after theirmarriage,
because she persisted in wearing a cap which he did not
like.
Notwithstanding
all thesethings,theDuke
of
Brunswick went over front his residence to Hanover to invite the Prince and Princess to his Court, which invitation
theyaccepted.This,
‘says myinformant, isin thehope
of Wiirtemberg,willbe
that his grandson, future Duke
made a n elector. She says they livein a miserable style
at Stuttgart ; see nobody, etc. ; her husband of such violent temper that he beats his chamberlains and, i n particular, the Count Zippelin.”
“Estafettes havearrivedinthenightwhichannounce
joy
the -news of peace [October, 27thI. Thereismuch
amongtheAustriansonaccount
of the peace. The
Prince de Reusse breakfasts with me. H e tells me that in
the great battle which Alvinzilost, his brother had carried the posts on the
left, had got round in the rear of
Bonaparte,and was marchingupinorder
of battle. I t
would have been fortunate if he had fired a few shots to
alarm the French troops. Alvinzi had carried the Montebello by storm, with eight and twenty battalions,
in the
mostsplendidmanner.Nothingremainsbuttorange
them again in orderof battle, and Bonaparte was not beat
but destroyed, Nothing could have
escaped. In this moment fifty t o a hundred French horse, in their fright and
not knowing what they
did, came galloping round the right
of the Austrians; some twenty men took fright and cried
‘ Tournirt, tournirt,’ we are turned, ie., surrounded, and
instantly the cry became general; the victorious battalions
were
panic-struck
and ran down themountain,
throwing away their arms. In their rout down the steep
which they had just ascended, above eight hundred
%.ere
killed and wounded withoutanymolestationwhatever

308

DIARY AND LETTERS OF

[CHAP.XXXVIII.

from the enemy. Thus a trivial incident (humanly speaking) changedtheface
of Europe.Hadthisnot
happened, the Austrians would have marched victorious into
The Prince tells
the country of Nice in allprobability.
me he is apprehensive that the Emperor has made a bad
peace.
I dine at the Duchess
of Curnberlnnd’s. The Prince
de Reusse takes me in the evening to Madame Sullivan’s.
Mr.
Here are the Baron de Deuxpont, Comte de Fersen,
Crauford,and M. de Simolin-all peoplewhomIhave
formerly known. M. de Deuxpont tells me he has learnt
from the secretary of BarthCIemi that he constantly beHe hasreceived advices
trayed the FrenchRepublic.
from Paris that Bnrras and Reubell are at enmity, each
wishing to be chief. The Prince de Reusse tells me, also,
thatpersonslatelyarrivedmentiongreatdiscontents
amongthepeople.Sirnolinsays
he has received a very
civil message from the Bishop d’Autun, and he tells me a
thing which surprises me; viz., that the Bishop used to
beat Madame de Stael. He says St. Foix, having heard it,
aske$ theBishop,whoacknowledged
it. He saysthat
Talon andSemonvillehadobtainedlargesums
from
Louis XIV., under pretext of serving him, and had applied it to their own use. Simolin does not believe i n the
articles given out, which are, in brief, that the Emperor
getsDalmatia,Istria,
etc., tothePiave,andfromthe
upper part of the Piave along round by Peschiera to the
Lago d’ Iseo, so as to keep the communication open with
Tyrol ; also that the Emperor gets Bavaria in exchange
for the Low Countries, including LSge, but exclusive of
FlandersandHainault,whichare
to begiventothe
Elector of Bavaria or Elector Palatine.”
“To-day [October zgth] we dine at a tavern with a large
society of the first people of this place. A merchant here
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has just,received a letter from Udine, which informs him
that on the 17th the conferences were so warm that the
negotiators were heard disputing by people out of doors.
At length Cobenzel stated his ultimatum and the
negotiators separated, war being concluded on, but after a little time Bonaparte wrote a note to Cobenzel telling him
that on further consideration he had determined to accede, and accordingly the businesswas settled.”
“This morning (or, rather, noon) [November 2d] I go
off to Offenbach to breakfast with the Prince de
Reusse.
The fete is given to the Duchess
of Cumberland. There
areherethePrinced’yessemburgwithhis
wife (sister
to the Prince de Reusse), Prince and Princess de Wirt, a
brother of the Landgrave de Hesse; a Baron Lupel, who
reminds me that we dined together at Mr. Hope’s at Amsterdam; the Baron and Baroness Vrinz and
M. Gazeyn,
conseilIer intime tothePrincedeWirt.There
is nothing here beyond the chit-chat
of good company.
Go to
the play. There is an actor here of the name of Schmidt,
formerly Moller, who WAS the lover of the King of Prussia’s first wife, and father, as she said, of the Duchess of
York. Whether this affects my imagination or not I canDuchess of
not say, but I thinkhelooksverylikethe
York. When I seetheDuchess
of Cumberland 1.mention to her the M. Moller, alias Schmidt, whom I saw last
of Prussia well knew
night. She tells me that the King
that the Duchess of York was not his daughter, and had
an intrigue with her; that the Duke
of York knew it;
and married her on that account, hoping to get with her
themeans of payinghisdebts,in
which he was disappointed ; that the Duchess is a diseased woman ; that the
Prince of Wales treats all these things as bagatelles, and
used to laugh at what hecalled her prudery.”
“ M. Henri arrives from Liege [November 7th], and says
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the inhabitants of Limbourg and Luxembourg are in the
deepest distress at being abandoned by the Emperor.
A
greatnumberareliterally
sick. This is an overcharged
picture, though the groundwork may beexact. Call on the
Duchess of Cumberland. In the course
of a conversation ,
resulting from her cross-grained observations, the Prince de
Reusse mentions interrupted letters from the Directory to
Bonaparte in which they state the improbability of reuniting their armies. Mr. Crauford * mentions to me as having
learned it at the time from the Prussian minister that the
siege of Mayence was delayed six weeks because the Austrian Cabinet would not specify their objects in the war
and the Cabinet of Prussia was determined not to aggrandize Austria without receiving more than their rival should
of this, he
acquire. The British ministers were apprised
says, veryearly,and
if so they ought, I think, to have
brought about the needful explanations, or retired in season from the coalition. Mr. Crauford tells me that he, in
retiring from the
Low Countries, travelled with Thugut
in the same post-chaise, and was told by him that he had
regiven it as his opinion the Low Countries should be
tained as long as the revenue or a little morewould suffice
to defend them, but from the moment that they called for
great*expense and exertions they shouId
benbandoned.
This opinion was, I think, sound, but it was not, perhaps,
very wise to declare it. Certain it was that the Low Countries were abandoned voluntarily by the Imperial armies ;
but this, I believe, was owing in some degree to ill-humor.
The British Cabinet had insisted o n the Dunkirk expedition, which was indisputably unwise, otherwise than by a
diversion of a coup de main, which would, I am sure, have
*Quentin Crauford, an English author who, after spending his youth in
India, lived at Paris until his death, with the exception of the ten years Preceding the Peace of Amiens. He was a friend of Marie Antoinette, On
whom he wrote a Notice, and afterward of Josephine.
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been successful. It failed because the movements towards
it alarmed the French, who, by throwing i n a re-enforcement, disconcerted the plan of the inhabitants and others
forsurrendering it. Thisexpedition,byextendingtoo
much the line and weakening the impressive force of the
Allies, frustrated entirely the grand object
of the campaign.
Low Countrieswas made also in
Theretreatfromthe
the view to alarm Britain and Holland, and bring them
forward to greater exertion.”
“ T h e Duchess of Cumberland, when I call on her today [November 18th], is, as usual, mighty in the spirit of
contradiction. I believe that, if Pitt should gravely found
Rn argument of state policy on the position that two and
two make four, rather than not controvert his conclusion
she would deny his premises.”
“ I t seems to-day [November ~ g t h ]as if theFrench
Government meant really to extend their territory to the
Rhine. The Major Baron de Beaulieu
calls, and says he
is persuaded that a war will break out between the Emperor and Prussia He begins to give me a history of the
campaigns in Italy, beginningwith the year 1795,when the
by not following up his successes
Austrian General -,
against Scherer and possessing himself of Nice, the true
point of defence against France, left the road open to inin whichtheAustrian
vasion ; thesubsequentaction,
armywas beaten by the French, re-enforcedwith the Army
oftheEasternPyrenees,becausetheAustriangeneral,
unable to command, had not the good sense to invest his
inferior with the authority and consequent responsibility.
This last, M. Wallis, was not unwilling, according to the
Major, to lose a battle which must ruinhis chief and thereby pave the way to his own advancement. Scherer, however, did not improve his victory, and the Austrians were
Permitted to go into winter-quarters in the end
of No-
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vember. M. de Beaulieu, first sent to
Italy as a kind of
counsellor, and then in the spring appointed to the command of an army quite: out of condition, but with orders
to act immediately, advanced
to the river of Genoa and
took possession of the shortest line of defencenow remaining, from whichhe drove the French, leaving the Piedmontese, under the command of .General Colli, to defend
the passes on his right. Attackedby Bonaparte and beaten,
go into, he retired,
from causes which he has not time to
and the Piedmontese, after defending themselves bravely,
and repelling the enemy, were ordered back, and the whole
course of the Po left open. In this stateof things, Beaulieu
requested the King to throw garrisons into his fortresses,
particularlyTurin, so as to gaintime,andpromised
to
come to hisassistance.TheKing,withprofuseexpressions of gratitude, requested him to advance, and while
he was on his march concluded the treaty with Bonaparte.
'Beaulieu, informed of this by a spy in time to escape the
snare, retired precipitately to Alessandria, but not
in season to possess this place, whose gates were already shut
against him, and he had the mortification
to defile under
thePiedmontesecannon.HeretheMajor
is obligedto
conclude,beingpressedfortime.Thenextmorning,
however, he comes, and proceeds with his
history.General Beaulieu might by stratagem have made himself master of AIessandria, but in so doing he would only have
justified the conduct of Sardinia and precipitated the alliance with France ; but he must have diminished his small
army by a garrison which could not be relieved, and Tortoria, a post of equal consequence, would be neglected ; or
else he must garrison both, nnd then his whole remaining
to defendMantun.
force would not have been sufficient
PoH e determined therefore, wisely, to retire across the
This -waseffectedatValenza,andhehad
still a bridge
8

W7-1

GOUVERNEUR MORRIS.

313

of boats at Rotto. Bonaparte took the road
to Piacenza,
a large ferryboat. In
where he had no bridge, but only
this situation it was proposed to the General by theMajor
to cross at Rotto and attack Bonaparte,
who, if beaten, must
betotallydestroyed.ButtheGeneral,
an old man having not the sufficient bodily vigor
(and, I presume, deficient
also in strength of mind), observed that a defeat would be
nearly as fatal to him as toBonaparte,that
his troops
were discouraged, and that he must, above all things, not
lose sight of Mantua. I think the counsel was as wise as
vigorous, and as Beaulieu could have brought a superiority of force against the part of the French army, besides
the advantage of the attack, and that unexpected,
I cannot but believe that the successwouldhavebeencomplete, and then the defensivewouldhavebeenchanged
into offensive, with every probability of a glorious campaign. Beaulieu retired over the Ticino, and here fortune
a gloseems, in my opinion, to have presented him again
riousopportunity.
H e might havesuffered theFrench
vanguard to cross the Po, and then have fallen upon them
between that river and the Adda. Instead of that, a small
force was detached towards Piacenza, and the timid, negligent officers ran away at the first appearance of-the enemy, whom they might have cut to
pieces, as notmore
at a timecouldcrossthe
river.
than two hundred men
The General then determined to cross the Adda, and the
Major, who was left with General Zebuttendorf,who corn.
manded on the right, and had the careof the artillery and
baggage, retired also over the Adda, having made forced
marches for the purpose. The Major, who covers'as much
as possible the faults of his chief, attributing them either
to the misconduct of his inferior officers or to false intelligence transmitted to him, leaves it, however, very evident
thathehadcrossedtheAddawithoutgivinganydue
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information or orders to the troops under Zebuttendorf,
which formed, however, a large third of his army. These
effected their tumultuary retreat through Lodi, and then
a party was detached, at the instance of the Major, to reconnoitreandannoytheenemyinhisadvancetothat
placefromPiacenza.Thispartyranawayatthe
first
appearance of the French, their commander setting them
theexample.
Thelittletimewhichremained
wasemof order, toopployed in putting the troops into some sort
pose the passage over the Bridge of Lodi, and in sending
off the train of artillery and the baggage.
A fewpieces
were kept to enfilade the bridge, and their fire kept
back
theenemytillthecartridges,being
n'early spent,the
Major ordered the fire to cease for a
moment. This moment wasseized, and the column of French rushed forward, and being once on the bridge, which was very long,
andpressedforwardcontinuallybythosebehind,their
passagebecameunavoidable,
though the fewdischarges
of artillery which could be made in the five or six minutes
of theircrossingmade
a terrible havoc. The Austrian
force consisted chiefly of Croats, who ran off immediateIy,
and two battalions of Austrians, who did their duty, were
overpoweredandnearlydestroyed.
Therout was now
complete.GeneralBeaulieuinconsequenceabandoned
Oglio, at RiPizzighettone and took post, after crossing the
valta, where he threw bridges over the Mincio
to secure
his retreat to Mantua, and began
to take measures for
a
throwing in provisions, etc. Bonaparte here committed
capital fault. Instead
of pushing forward after Beaulieu,
he turned off to his left, and went to enjoy at Milan the
incense of his victories, gained, in effect, not by the skill
of the general, nor even by the vigor of his troops, but by
the feebleness and poltroonery of his opponents.
As he
had above fifty thousand men to oppose against less than
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five and twenty, and as his troops were in general far better than thoseof his adversary, there can be no doubt that
he would, by well-concerted xnaneuvres, have reached
at
lengththepointproposed,
of drivingBeaulieuout
of
Italy. Butthisgeneral mightcertainlyhaveprolonged
hisstay, andmademuchmoreeffectualoppositionto
such manceuvres; or, if Bonaparte had persisted in those
adventurousstepswhichlefteverythingtofortune,he
might have been made
t o pay dear for his rashness and
thrown far back from his object. In the
mean time, Mantua might have been
SO wellprovided as to render the
taking of it impossible. TheAustrianswouldhavehad
time t o collect a force sufficient to relieveitanddrive
the French back into Piedmont,when, collecting thewhole
force of Italy against them, they mould have been completely destroyed. But if these ideas be just, if Beaulieu
was so much in fault, what shall be said of the Minister
who appointed a feeble old man to so important a post ?
Prince de Reusse comes in, and they stay withme till dinner-time.’’
(‘I call on Mr. Wickham, late Minister of England to
the Swiss Cantons [November zzd]. He tells me the people of Switzerland, in consequence of the various revolutions in France, have returned to their former
fondness
is weaker
for their own institutions, but the government
of thisweakness.
thanever. He has reason to complain
Hethinkstheymean,
by attentionstoBonaparte,and
money to him or some of the Directors, to purchase
peace.
Hesays thediscontentsinFranceare
universal. H e
thinks the Austrian Cabinet have not acted fairly to Sardinia, nor, indeed, t o England ; says that the employment
given to Pellin necessarily made him acquainted with the
secrets of the Austrian Government, and enabled him, of
course, to betray them.’
I mention t o Mr. Wickhaman
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ides which has struck me

as to their negotiations with
France; viz., that they might have
offered to return all
theirconquestsmadeas
well uponHollandasupon
France, provided France would, by surrendering Flanders
to the Dutch, give them the means of becoming an independent power ; that in this case it should be stipulated
that neither France nor England would interfere
in the
affairs of Holland, but the people be left to choose a government for themselves, etc. He thinks this plan would
have been very beneficial, and seems as if he wished to
communicate it to the Cabinet.”
Having made his adieus at Frankfort, Morris left,
on
Fridaythe 24th, forRatisbon,providedwithletters
to
variouspersons of importancethere;amongthem,the
Princesse de la Tour et Taxis.
‘‘My horseshavesufferedbytherainthrough
which
they were driven,so I determine to stay at Anspach aday,
and rest my servants and horses,” says the diary onNovember 29th. “Dineatthe
table d‘AGte, where I learnthat
the new King of Prussia” has put the Countess of Lichtenau in prison, and conferred on Bischofswerder the Order
of theBlackEagle.This
is curiousenough.It
is said
that the Prince Henri is i n a very low condition. A young
man mentions to a Brabanyon, who is here,
as a general
opinion, that the weakness which the Margrave
of Anspach
at the inwas reducedto was brought about by his surgeon,
stigation of old Fritz. The Margrave is supposed to have
wished, byway of revenge,that his Margravine shodd
take other hands to her assistance, but, notwithstanding
his direct wish, and the indirect attempts of others, her
of his wishes. PerTirtue and religion stood in the way
haps it was a disgust at the obstacles raised by a wife of

* FrederickWilliam 111. succeeded his fatherFrederickWilliam
November, 1797.
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virtue which threw him, after her death, into the arms of
one devoid of it. As far as I can judge from light symg
toms, the people of this country regret their subjection to
Prussia.”
(‘Leave Anspach to-day [November goth], and push on
to Nuremberg,where, at the gate, standsa Prussian sentry,
to show the extent of jurisdiction claimed by his Prussian
Majesty. The question is yet to be decided whether this
claim will be admitted. The
view of the valley in which
Kuremberg stands is very fine-encircled by distant hills
of moderate height crowned with f i l m , and filled with villages which lie scattered about in abundance. The people of the Anspach territory seem everywhere displeased
table d‘h& of the
with the Prussian Government. At the
Red Horse (which, by the way, has been the noted inn of
this place for more thanhalf a century) we have but an indifferent dinner ; but last night I was well provided in my
I met a little
chamber, andnotdear.Duringmywalk
procession fortheconducting
of animperial commissary, who is come hither to settle the affairs of the town.
It seems that the council, consisting
of patricians, have not
.rendered any accounts for the last hundred years, during
which time the debt of the city has gone on accumulating
andthreatensthemnowwithbankruptcy.Theyexpect
some reform. The King of Prussia has offered to take the
debt on his shoulders if they would submit to his domin.ion, but this they don’t like
; and they are in hopes
of
being soon relieved from what they call his usurpation of
their dominion.”
“We jog on to Ratisbon, which place we reach Decema high hill, and then along
ber 3d. O u r roadliesover
the‘uanube under the hill to wherewe cross that river on
I n looking
an excellent bridge. . The road is execrable..
from the tops of hills I see, every way, mountains piled up

.

318

DIARY AND LETTERS OF

[CHAP.XXXVIII.

in abundance on the frontiers of Bohemia and Bavaria-a
country little inhabited, and through which as yet there
are no high-roads ; perhaps there never will be. I think,
as far as appearances go, the inhabitants of the Upper
Palatinate are worse off than those of Bohemia. The hovat thedoor
of Ratisbon, andthe
els are poor,even
peasantry are ragged and filthy. This part of Germany is
a long century behind Saxony.
If the government would
introducesomeSaxonsitwouldenhancethevalue
of
their possessions ; but then the Lutheran religion must
be tolerated, which does not
suit the present ideas. I do
notrecollectto
have notedinBohemiawhat
I remark
again, viz., that on the hovels, covered with shingles mithout nails, stones are laidtokeepthemfrom
blowing
away. This, in a country full of iron, is a sad object, and
proves thealmostsavagestate
of theinhabitants in B
striking degree. They are
in the first stage from savage
to
life, or a state of nature, towards civilization. Driven
labor from fear and necessity, their exertions stop
at the
point to which they are driven by those motives. If freedom were given to these people they would, I think, sink
back to the level of our American copper-colored brethren, unless, indeed, they were subdued by their morecivilized neighbors, which would indeed certainly happen. A
further degree of oppression, viz., heaviertaxes, would
draw forth more efforts of body and mind, and such taxes,
spent among them in establishments of various’manufactures, by holding forth new objects of desire, and consequentlyexcitingthedesireswhichtheycreate,
would
probably introduce industry, upon permanent principles,
provided a security of property were firmly established by
law. Then on these two piIlars, property a n d Zuxury, or, to
call them by apposite
but not gentle names, avarice and
semwZi& firmly fixed, the arch of national wealth would be
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reared high by the hand
of labor ; it would be polished
by science, decorated by the arts, and fitted for footstool
the
of freedom. TOspeak in plain language, this seems to be
the natural course of human affairs,”
“This morning [December 4th] I deliver some of my
letters ; but everybody is at the Diet. In the evening M.
le Chanoine Comte Sternberg calls, and takes me to the assemblle at Madame de Diede’s, lady of the Danish minister
mho has been handsome and has yet good
remains. Her
have beaucouf
daughter is pretty well, ,andseemsto
desprit et Zinstruciion. I asked the Count Sternberg why
the people here are so near to savages, and he tells me the
fault is in the government, which has taken no measures
to mend them. The country, he says, is not half peopled,
of mind to bring in subjects from
and it requires vigor
Saxony and Suabia, and to protect them in the enjoyment
of their religion against the prejudices of the people. H e
says that Bischofswerder is dismissed; even his regiment
taken away. MadamedeLichtenau is arrested.because
she plundered the King’s cassette, and even possessed herselfof his paperswhilehe was in the last agony. Her
husband-Rietz-fearful
that he should be rendered accountable, went and denounced her, on
which the K i n g
put the business into the hands
of the Minister of JUStice. A M. - isalsoarrested.
He is said to have
been concernedwithher
in sundry tr$otnges, andis
also suspected of having, in the King’s life, betrayed to
foreigncourtsmanythings
which hebecame possessed
of by undue means. He was animperialchatnberlain,
but had behaved oddly
in the Low Countries, and lately
was noticed by the King of Prusresigned his key and
sia.”
“Go this evening [Decembersth] to the assemblle of the
Count de Hohenthal.
A reportthattheGenevans
have
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corne to blows, in order to determine whether they should
pay honors or not toBonaparte.”
“Dine to-day [December 7th] with the Princesse de la
Tour et Taxis, en petite socibte! , We hear that Napoleon has
quittedthecongressatRastadtandgone
off suddenly
of advices received from there.
to Paris, in consequence
Three couriers in one day.”
*‘A Mr. Howecallson
me [December 8thI. He is a
Scotchpriest.Hasbeenemployed
by Mr. Walpole in
some sort of capacity-as secretary, I suppose-and is possessed of several facts respecting the conduct
of Austria
andPrussiaduringthewar,whichhecommunicates.
Among other things, he says that Mijllendorf, pressed
by
was senttoreviewhisarmy,
acLordCornwallis,who
knowledged that he had but forty odd thousand instead of
eighty-two thousand effectives. H e says that Lord Cornwallis immedatelystoppedthesubsidy,andthereupon
of .BethMbllendorf,being in great distress,thehouse
to supply himwiththe
man,inFrankfort,undertook
needful money, and twenty-one millions of livrespassed
through his hands. He mentions the Pitt diamcnd,
sent
to Berlin, under the pretext of borrowing money on it, as
a present to the King.Wehavefine
weather to-day.
SpendtheeveningatthePrincess’s,andstaytill
one
o’clock. We have apttit sozper, a little music, and pleasant society. The Prince, I am told, lives with the
Scotch
priests, and amuses himself shooting at a mark.”
me thismorning
“GeneralWerneck * comestosee
The Baron d e Werneck. an Austrian general, who, entering, the army at
seventeen years of age and distinguishing himself in many ways, merited the
cross of the Order of Maria Theresa at Belgrade. At the battle of Wetdarn
in June, 1796, he commanded the right wing of the army under the Archduke Charles, but was denounced by Kray, tried before a council of War
and forced to resign. Later he was alloaed to re-enter the army, but again
his actions were questioned by his Court, and, for the second time,he was to
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[December gth], andsits
a long time. H e speaks of
Beaulieu as a man who never had talents to command four
thousand men ; considers the conduct of the war on the
part of the Austrian Cabinet as very bad ; says they are
very deficient in generals-few have
the needful instruc- ,
tion. He saystheFrenchspeakcontemptuously
of the
Prussians ; that the Austrians would gladly engage in a
war against Prussia.
"1 hear a reportthatBarras
is to mount the throne
of Francebytheaid
of his friendBonaparte.
I take
teawiththePrincess,whogives
us music,and, when
I read her a scene out of Julius
the company are gone,
Cmar."
' I General Werneck comes to see me
to-day [December
rzth]. He tells me that if the Duke of Yorkhad given
have
him timely support they would, on the 24th of -,
of Dunkirk.Hehadseveralgrenadiers
beenmasters
killed inthe covered way. Flanders(that is, the Low
Countries)wasnotabandoned,
he says, by order of the
of the officers
Emperor, but lost through the incapacity
he employed to commandhis armies. ThePrincede
Coburg, acknowledgedly unfit, had, for his grand faiseur,
the Prince de Waldeck,themostirresolutecreatureon
earth, of which he gives two instances : the first when he,
Werneck, was posted to the westward of ,Tirlemont, and
the army along by that in
a good position, and it was
not onlyagreed to hazard a battle, butthePrincedeclared publiclythatwhoeverthoughtofabandoning
it"
was a scoundrel ; and yet, upon the first appearance of the
enemy, moving towards his left, he fell back to Maestricht.
In like manner he quitted Maestricht, to take post behind
be tried, when he suddenly died. He was born at Louisbourg, October 15.
1748, and died, January 15, I=.
His actions are diversely judged by historians.
VOL. 11.--21
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t h e river, in order to cover his magazine
at Cologne and
securehisretreat,
In thissituationClaerfayttookthe
command, with Beaulieu as his quartermaster-two
morstupid, theformer
undecided,
talenemies;thelatter
, from a want of militaryknowledge. I t was heredetermined to take post, with the right at Reevemonde, and to
fall back with the left to opposite Diisseldorf, with a Vast
plaininfront.Theyhadthenninetythousand
men,
the enemy about eighty-four ; but the Austrians were far
superior in cavalry. The consequence seems clear, espp
cially as the species of cavalry was also far superior. But
here again, after having communicated this
p l m to the
Elector of Cologne,whb had gone off ,tomakehisarrangements in consequence, the resolution was suddenly
taken to retreat, and he, Werneck, received at Jive in the
morningorders to marchat milZn&At. Luckilyhe had,
as on former occasions, foreseen, from
his knowledge of
those to whom he owed his obedience, that such orders
would come, andhadmadehisdispositionsin
consequence.Still,however,he
was exposedinthatplain
of
Julierstotherepeatedcharge
of superiornumbers of
cavalry, and two columns of the French army, which were
sent to cut him off, but from the superiority of his horse,
got off withscarceany
loss. A victory in that position
would not only have saved Flanders, but proved, in
all
to theFrench
army. If
humanprobability,destructive
these did not attack, then the Austrians effectually
covered
Holland, and rendered it impracticable for the French to
cross the Rhine.”
“Learn to-day[December ~ s t h ]thatthe congress at
Rastadt is in great confusion. The Emperor has declared
that he can no longer carry on the war ; so, if the Empire
means to persist, he will send his contingent, saving the
rights of his family,, which saving, say the commentators)
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amounts tq nearlyas much as the contingent. The ecclesiastical Electors and Princes are, it is said, throwing themselves into the arms of Prussia. It seems understood that
Bavaria, o r a t least an important part of it, the Bishoprics of Salzburg and Passau, are to go to Austria. I go
tosee the Princess, and assist her in the recitation of a
of
song she is to act to-morrow evening, in celebration
MadamedeHohenthPl’sbirthday.GeneralWerneck
is
of the party, and we take apetitsoupev there, which is very
pleasant.”
“This morning [December 16thl go with the General
to attend the recitation of the Princess. H e is to take to
Madame de Hohenthzl a bouquet
of flowers. The Princess performs her part well in the concert which succeeds
so that I
therecitation.Aftersupperthereisdancing,
do not get to bed till one
o’clock. In bringing General
of his
Werneck home, his vanity lets me into the secret
intimacy with the Princess. She has confided to him that
she has little’ to do with her husband, being disgusted
with hisfilthiness.
Luckily, as Marmontel says, shehas
a g r a d e maftresse who gives her but little opportunity to
gratify her feeling for General Werneck.”
“ I take General Werneck to dine [December ~ g t h ] a t
thePrince Bishop’s, where we have a largedinner, at
which the Prince and Princesse de
la Tour assist. During the dinner the Count Sternberg, who sits next
me,
if he
takes occasion to say that he should not feel easy
saw me nexttohisfriend,
Madame de Diede. Though
this is a compliment, it smells of a foreign conclusion;
So 1 reply by assuring him that he
would be perfectly
disposed to beginnowthe
safe, as I am by no means
trade of an k ~ m m ed bonae$fortunes, which I never Iiked in
my younger days. Intheevening,at
Madame Gijrtz’s,
Madame de Diede cotnesin, and I perceive why the Count
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made this observation. 1 think also that my friend General Werneck would be as well contentthat I were away,
but he is wrong.”
‘‘ Haring onlytwo of herconfidential officersand
g r a d e rnattres~epresent to-night [December aad], the Princesse de la Tour expresses in strong terms her resentment
at the conduct of the Imperial Cabinet, which she attribdeutes to M. deThugut.Thereiscertainlynosmall
gree of perfidy in the declaration that the Emperor had
stipulated with France for the integrity of theEmpire,
inviting afterwards the deputation to go and treat on that
subject at Rastadt, and then all at once leaving the poor
Empire in its present condition. At Madame de Seckendorf’s assembly, the Marquis de VCrac mentions to me the
great hauteur of the French, which is, indeed, sufficiently
evident, buttheparticularinstancewhichhecitesto
Thedeputies of the Diproveit is whimsicalenough.
rectory at Rastadt, to whom Monseigneur de Cobenzel had
paid a visit in grand gala, returned it on foot, and in cornplete u’eMabiZZe. But M. de VCrac has grown gray in the
Corps Diplomatique.
“ M . Aujard told me he wished to see me and communicate many things respecting the Court
of France with
which I must be unacquainted, and which it may be useful to me to know. I told him that I am at home always
in the mornings.”
“This morning [Decemberzqth]
M. Aujardcallson
me. I hear his story,which is, in a great measure,his
own history. M. de Maurepas had offered him the direcM.
tion of the finances,whichhehaddeclinedbecause
deMaurepas was old, and hehad n o confidenceinthe
abilities, while he saw also the corruption, of the Court.
M. Necker was appointed, and in a ‘great measure on KiS
report, but he soon
said that M. Necker was incapable,
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apprised M. de Maurepas of it, gave him the proofs, and
M. Necker was dismissed. H e w& in a chamber ndjoining the Queen's cabinet when the Baron de Breteuil and
the Polignacs Iabored with Her Majesty for two hours to
prevail on her to recommend M. de Calonne. At length
she promised to bring the King to an interview with them
thenextday,andthen,afterabovetwo
hours, they
wrung from him his consent to that appointment-source,
says M. Aujard, of all the evils which France groans under. ThisMinistersquanderedvastsumsamongthe
courtiers. M. deBreteuilbrokewiththePolignacs
on
his account,perceivingthathehad
been their dupe i n
that appointment. The Queen, apprised
of his malversation, ordered Augard to collect the proofs and give them
to the Bishop of Nancy, her confessor, who was member
of the Notables.WhenCalonne
wasdismissed, and notoriously by the Queen's agency, the Comte
d'Artois, to
whose profusions he had administered, became her mortal
enemy. The Duke of Orleans was also her enemy,first,
because of hisexile,which
was, infact,saysAugard,
King
unjust, because he had properly represented to the
that the z)oies should,on a certain occasion,bepublicly
given. But the chief cause of enmity arose from having
broken the marriage agreed on between the Comte
d'ArM. de Lafatois'seldestson
andtheDuke'sdaughter.
yette says he was at the head of the republican faction,
which considered the Queen also as their greatest enemy.
He speaks of him as of a card-cut figure moved by the
stringswhichothers
pull. HegavetheQueen
advice,
shortly before the attack on the Chateau at Versailles, to
quit it and go to CompiBgne, because she was exposed to
the rage of three different factions ; namely, the Princes,
M. de
the Orleanists, and the Republicans, She told him
Lafayette had told them they
had nothing t o fear, for fie
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would place Some cannon SO as to command the bridgeof
SBvres, and, by destroying a couple of the arches, prevent
Seine. After
thepopulace of Parisfromcrossingthe
the horrid scenes which passed at Versailles, and which
terminated by bringingthe
royal familyprisonersto
to leave the kingdom,
Paris, Aujard advised the Queen
which she agreed to but afterwards declined, assigning as
a reason that the voyage of the Duke of Orleans to Londonremovedtheprincipaldangerbywhichshe
was
threatened, and that itwas her duty tostay with the King,
and perish, if needful, at his feet. The Queen of Naples,
he says, told him afterwards that the Queen was afraid
she should be divorced, the King married to the Duke of
Orleans’sdaughter,andherchildrendeclaredbastkds.
This seems to have been a strange fear.
‘<Aujard, having emigrated,
saw the Electorof Cologne,
a
who told himthat,inhisopinion,nosovereignhad
right to interfere in the internal affairs of another nation,
anddictate a form of government.TheEmperor
Leopold, whom.he saw at Frankfort, repeated the same thing,
and added, if she adopts a good government so much the
better for her, and if not, her neighbors will profit by it.
H e declared he would not make war on France ; that the
King was, by his weakness, thecause of the mischiefs
which had happened ; that he had no notion of proclaiming revolutionary principles in
his own dominions by a
manifesto against France, but to prevent their extending
themselves to him by a mild and parent& administration ;
that he could not conceive nor pardon the conduct of the
French Princes, who had taken into their confidence
M.
de Calonne, a person stigmatized by the tribunals of their
country, and reprobated by their King and brother.
Leopold refused to see them or him. Yet the Comte d’drtois
went with Calonne t o Vienna. He arrived at seven
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o’clock. The Emperor heard it at ten, and before
twelve
-they had received his orders to depart immediately. He
tells me the Emperor Francis assured him he cared nothing about the LOW Countries
; that the English had never
supported him, andhe would, byabandoningthe
Lpw
Countries to France, punish them. H e says Calonne intrigued with the Court of Berlin, who told
him they would
do nothing but i n concert with England ; that he afterwards suggested the plan, which was adopted, of sending
anarmy of fifty thousandmenagainst
Fran’ce, taking
twenty thousand Austrians as auxiliaries, in all which M.
Aujard gives me, I think, his dreams for realities. After
he is gone the Marquis de VCrac comes ; seems to think
that a war will break out between Prussia, supported by
Russia, andFrance.Thismight
be if there were time
for those powers to concert their
measures, but they are
caught so much on the sudden that I much doubt of their
action.
‘(At a little supper at her t d Z e ronde, to-night, the Princess begged me not to mention her sortie of last evening,
and I truly assure her that the caution is unnecessary.”
‘‘ This morning [December25thf M. Aujard comesagain.
Interrogating him about M. Necker’s appointment, I find
I am mistaken. He saysit was a M. dePesey who got
him up, and who received for -it 300,000f. H e says that,
though he has been invited by the Emperor Francis to
come tp Vienna, he has not been able to obtain a passport
from M. de Thugut, and mentionsas a fact that M. de Thugut, who had received a pension of 30,ooof. from France
by the Queen’s bounty, had placed money in the French
funds to the amount
of 12,ooof. annual income, and receives
regularly the interest and pension in coin,a11 which I disbelieve ; because that, if we admit his being corrupted by
the Directory, they would certainly avoid such manifest

,
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grounds of suspicion, and if we doubt, as we should, ttre
charge,of corruption, there can be no reason €or believing
in a preference so uncommon of M. Thugut. M. Aujard’s
conversation this day is a repetition of what he said yesterday, for the most part ; he reads a part of his memoirs, in
which aresomecircumstances
of littlemoment,
I had
asked him to bring me the proof of Calonne’sdilapidations of which he spoke with such certitude, and of which
he had made a collection for the Queen’s use and by Her
Majesty’s order;observingtohimthat,asthepresent
French Government were possessed of all the accounts of
book where His
the late King’s reign, including the red
Majesty entered the sums for which he gave general warrants on the treasury, it followed that, the whole
of the
receipts into the public treasury being accounted
for, no
suchdilapidations could haveexisted, and if M. de Calonne made largesses to the hungry courtiers, it musthave
been from his own funds. H e promised me these proofs,
but, instead of them, brings me the sketch of discourses
from the King to the Assembly which he
had prepared,
and whoseobjectwas
to proposeanemission
of three
hundred millions of paper money, to be redeemed
by an
annual payment of fifteen millions for twenty years. Had
these discourses been adopted,’ the King would have been
broughtforwardonthestage
of Europe to maintaina
of fipolen~ic controversy with M. Necker on the details
nance. Theattitudewouldnot
be majestic,though M.
Aujsrd’s,remarks are not void of weight. He gives me a
history\ of hisinterviewswiththeEmperorandPrince
Charles, in which I think I can see the desire to get rid of
him decently, but from which he deduces the
Emperor’s
determination to abandon the Low Countries because
he
hadfoundoutthattheBritishCabinet
wasresolvedto
sacrifice him to their views, and the Duke of York rehsed,
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inconsequence,tosecondhisoperations.This,he
says,
was directly communicated to him. That such communication was made I cannot believe, though I am well-disposed to believe that the Emperor leftthe Low Countries
to their fate partly with a view to draw forth more vigorous exertions from Britain and Holland, partly to avenge
therevoltinthetime
of his uncle Joseph. Dine at the
Court,’take tea with Madame de Gortz. She tells me that
France had offered to Prussia the cities of Hamburg, ‘Liibeck, and Bremen ; but the King communicating this information to those cities, has assured them that he would
not invade their liberties. She says she does not believa
the French will march to Hanover. She thinks the King
will not submit to it. I tell her that if they possess themselves of that electorate they will be in a position to render
his efforts unavailing, and may perhaps dispose of it in his
of theVenetiandominions,to
favor as theyhaddone
compensate the Emperor for what he had lost. The forced
marches of the Austrian army towards Bav<aria prove to
rne that, in concert with his new ally, the Emperor is determined t o awe Prussia into a compliance with the terms
which have been agreed on at Udine.”
4 i M . Aujardcallsthismorning[December
z6ti-I], and
Being conbrings me his history of Favras’s conspiracy.
fined in the same prison, he found means to communicate
with Favras and his wife, through the key-holes of their
on a correspondencebetween
apartments,andtocarry
them, as also to transmit to their friends the needful informationfromthem.Amongotherthings,Madamede
Favras had hid behind a pier-glass some papers the eveni n g her husband was taken, being alarmed at his staying
abroadbeyondhis usual hour. Her sisterwasinformed
of this,andhadthegoodfortune
to burnthem.Both
Favrasand his wife, separately,assuredhimthatthey
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had been offered 48,ooof. to accuse Monsieur, the King's
brother. They both told him the plot had been betrayed
.by M.de Luxembourg ; but I prove the contrary to him,
for it had fallen in my way to know that the scheme was
discovered early, and I had urged Luxembourg to keep
himself clear of theintrigues he was engaged in,lest
theymightprovefatalto
him. I recollectMadame Talon told me that her husband had been
possessed 'of sevto convict Monsieur, and wasusged
eral pieces tending
by M. deLafayettetoinstituteacriminalprocedure
against him, but had, instead, thrown them in the fire, telling the General he would never be guilty of traducing before a criminal tribunal the brother of his sovereign. M.
Aujard certainly was useful to Monsieur on this occasion,
for Favras might have been induced to
savehimselfby
declaringwhathe knew. AfterleavingFrancehewent
to Coblentz, and there he was received by the royal brothers, and particularly the elder, with all the coldness of ingratitude. Madame gavehimalonginterview,and
told
him of the follies they were daily committing ; that they
were determined to ruin the Queen, which she prayed him
to tell, orwriterather,
to His Majesty ; thatthey had
formed a council in which M. de Calonne was First Minister and Minister of the Finances, the Bishop d'Arras Chancellor, M. de Vaudreuil Minister of War ; and they had
resolved then, when their brother should
be by them reno importantmeasure of adestablishedonthethrone,
ministrationshouldbeadoptedwithouttheirconsent.
This wild, and-according to their own principles, if they
had any-this treasonable conduct seems almost too
extravagant for belief ; but many reasons concurto render it
probable.Aujardtells
me severalfactsrespectingtheir
pecuniary transactions which would in England be called
swindling.Amongothers,theMarshaldeBroglio,
hav-
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ing some property in Piedmont, his agents senthim a s u m
of money by thestage,whichtheservant
of thestage
was bringing to him ; and M. de Calonne undertook todeliver it, but some days after mentioned the affair to
his
friend De Broglio, and, as the thing must be quiteindiffere n t to him, paid the sum in assignats which were coupterfeit of the princely manufacture.”

332

CHAPTER X X X I X
Morris sees the society of various towns on the Continent. Count Rumford. Conversationwithhim.
T h e Elector of Bavaria.Presented
at Court. Ratisbon. Affairs of Switzerland.
Stuttgart.
FrankMr. Crauford. A drive with Count d‘Aspre.
fort. Conversation with
Movelnents of thearmies.
M. de GL)rtz andthe citizen Trielhard.
Mr. Crauford’sinterestingcommunications.RiotinVienna.General Holtze. BonapartegoestoRastadt.
Cobenzel madeAustrian
Minister of State.Count
Cobenzel goes to Rastadt to negotiate for
peace with Bonaparte. Information
received from Prince d e Reusse.
Conversation with the Elector. Dines with the Duchess
of Cumberland.Ukase
of the RussianEmperor.
Mr. Crauford’shistory of
how he became acquainted with Simolin. Affairs in Paris in 1792 of
which Crauford was cognizant.

s

EEING thus from within the society of the towns in

thevariouscountries
of Europe,andthoroughly
enjoying life andhisfriends,Morriswhiledawaythe
months, it would seem, with rather a dread of the necessary effort it required to cross the Atlantic. He had let
the pleasant months of the previous summer go by, and,
now that winter had again set in, he concluded to gain all
the information and see all the places of interest possible,
and watch the progress of events for some monthslonger.
Late in December he left Rfiisbon and went to
Munich.
Here again he fell in with friends.
‘‘ The Baron de Closini is’here,” he says, in the diary
for December 30th, “whom I knew in America, where he
to GeneralRochambeau.He
served
as
aide-de-camp
gives me an p e g la;arte d?t pays. I call on Count Rum-
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ford.* I ask him how it happens that the country I rode
overremainsuncultivated.
H e tellsmethatthereare
vast forests of pine throughout Bavaria which bear the
marks of precedent cultivation; that this is beyond question the finest country in Europe, but ever since the Thirty
Years’ War everything possible has been done to ruin
it
by unwise laws and administration, as one proof of which,
: That
among many which he might mention, he gives this
there are some thirty odd thousand farms
in Bavaria, many
of which are considerable ; whenever a farmer becomes
bankrupt and quits the farm, before another can take it he
must subject himself to the payment of all arrearages, so
that every year which the farm is unoccupied the reason
for leaving it waste becomes stronger, so that now there
are above four thousand of these farms without tenants.
The Count goes on to tell me his situation here as to the
confidencereposedin
him by theElector.Hebrought
him into his views of reform by holding out that history
neverfails to do justice to
sovereigns-recording
their
acts of beneficence and branding them for the neglect of
their important duties. According to the Count, it is from
the love of honest fame that the Elector has been stimulated to the amelioration and embellishment of his country, to which he had b u t little personal attachment, and,
being without heirs and not too well disposed to his suc* Benjamin Thompson, Count Rumford, natural

philosopher and econo-

mist, born at Woburn, Mass,, 1752 or 1753. He began life as a schoolmas-

ter, at Rumford, now Concord. Sent,in 1775, as bearer of despatches to
England, to Lord GeorgeGermain, who appointed him aclerk of the Foreign
Offic6, he became, in 1780, Under Secretary of State. In r784he
went to
Munich, and became aide-de-camp and chamberlain to the reigning Prince
of Bavaria. l i e subsequently became a lieutenant-general, commander-inchief, minister of war, and, in 1790, a Count of the Holy Roman Empire.
His power and influenee at the Court of Bavaria ceased with the life of the
Elector. in 1799. In 1798 he went to London, and formed the plan of the
Royal Institution of London, which was founded about r8oo. H e hied at
Auteuil in 1814
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cessor, could not, from any regard to posterity, be led into
the labor and vexation of reform. He states to me how,
of thefourteenth
bydegrees,sincethecommencement
century, the existing nobles, or rather ennobled, who are
of
byno means descendants of the ancient nobility (all
a single exception, have,by purwhoseprivileges,with
chase or escheat, merged in the ducal crown) have arrogated, from the weakness of.the chief, privileges and exemptions to which they are not entitled, and under the name
so that at
of the States oppress and defraud the people;
length the abuses are become equally numerous and enormous, from whence has resulted the impoverishment and
depopulation of this excellent country. Among the abuses,
he mentions as one that on his arrival here there
was a
regiment of cavalry which had five field officers and only
three horses. The Elector’s ministers are so much sold to
the States that in his own private chancery he could not
get, duringsix weeks, a paper copied which hewas to sign.
The States,in the mean time, were informed
of its contents,
and came forward with an impeachment against the minister whohad frameditforhightreason.TheElector,
whomhedescribesastimid,beinginformed
thatthey
were arrived in procession to present the address containi n g theimpeachment,rodeout,
by Rumford’sadvice,
a-hunting, to gain a day. Rumford immediately went into
the chancery and threatened the secretary that, if the papers were not copied and on the Elector’s table ready for
his signature by eighto’clock next morning, he shouldlose
his place. The secretary represented the impossibility, for
it was not yet begun. Rumford orderedin the clerks, caused
it to be distributed among the number necessary, and then
reiterated his threat, with the addition that if it were not
ready at eight he should be
n o more secretary at nine.
To the Elector’s surprise this paper, which, addressed to the
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States, demonstrated the nullity of the claims they made
and pointed out their various and manifest usurpations,
was immediately signed and
was ready at the hour, and
transmitted, so that their impeachment (calculated to prevent the blow, seeing that the Elector could not sign and
transmit the work of one accused as a traitor) lost its object. Next day, by Rumford’s advice, the Elector, as Vicar
of the Empire, ennobled the minister, whowas of plebeian
extraction,forhisimportantservicesrenderedtothe
public.
“ M . de Werneck speaks to me of Count Rumford as a
man with much genius and information, and the zeal and
activity of a projector ; is apt to neglect a business when
once he has brought it to its pointof maturity ; moreover,
as of a man extremely vain, who is the hero
of his own
panegyric. Indeed, I could not help remarking this morni n g that the Count takes his full share of the praise which
history is to lavish on the Elector for all the good things
doneanddoingin
Bavaria. M. deWernecklets me see
that his brother has an inclination to get placed here, and
considers the Count as an obstacle. He tells me that the
Count had told him he
had, in the expectation of being
snatched away by death before
his operations should be
completed, prepared and printed a few copies of his vindication. In this he proves, accordingto his account of
the matter, that he had, in his management
of the military,
increased the effective force, mended the condition of the
soldier, and yet lessened the expense. He had expressed
a desire to see this performance, and received a promise
that it should be communicated; but this promise, though
repeatedly renewed, has not yet been complied with. The
office there
Count’s enemies say that when he came into
were nine hundred thousand florins in the military chest,
that the effective force has been greatlyreduced, that the
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chest is in debt, and all t h e magazines are empty. Rumford told me this morning that he is perfectly well with
the SUCCessor to the Electorate.”
“This morning [January st] Count Rumford calls, and
takes me to Court, to assist at the grand cozlweut of the
Elector, which, like all other things
of that sort, is dull.
G o againtoCourtintheevening,which
is itsgrand
gala-a concert and cards. The Elector, notwithstanding
his age, goes through the representation very well. Rumford tells me of the great marks of attachment shown to
him by the people, and how
we11 he has deserved them.
I believe more of the latter than of the former. Myvaletde-chambre tells me, after I get home, that as yet he has
heardnothingabouthimbutabuse,andmentionsthe
deficit in the military chest, etc., which M. Werneck stated
yesterday. He says, moreover, that he is accused of selling, for his own private emolument, the produce
of the
labor performed by poor people maintained at the public
expense.”
“Count Rumford calls this morning [January
3d], nnd
takes m e to see the English garden he has made adjoining to this city. He began by draining a piece of ground
belonging to the Elector, which he has since laid out with
inpetfo as an addigreat judgment, and has some things
tionalimprovementwhich
will beequallyornamental
andadvantageous.
He has i n thefarmwhichhehas
established as part of this garden some handsome cattle,
which he has bred from Swiss stock. H e showsme two
projected entrances to the town, one of which is to be cut
through the palace some years hence. The other will be
finished in a year or two, and is very handsome. Round
a very fine esplanade, the history
the town he has made
of which is curious. Before his last journey to England
he had confided his intention to some one, who let it Out,
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and his enemies, determined, though to the public injury,
of slight
to do him a n unkindness,builtseveralthings
material in the way, so that when he returned he found
his planeffectuallyfrustrated.ButwhentheFrench
came hither, the Regency, finding themselves reduced to
great straits, applied to him, according to orders they had
received fromtheElectorat
his departure.Rumford
took
advantage
of that
circumstance
to
execute
his
scheme, while at the same time he kept the French and
Austrian troops from entering thetown ; everything round
was knocked down and levelled, so that now t h e approaches are much better, and the
whole is moreclean
and airy. We go then to the Military
Academy, which is
on a good establishment. Young people are here lodged,
fed, clothed, and educated for fifteen guineas per annum.
TheylearnLatin,GermanandFrench,geometry,and
otherbranches of themathematicsneedfultomilitary
men ; dancing, fencing, drawing and music, The kitchen
I seesevis very c ~ ~ r i o uand
s , very worthy of imitation.
eral dinners sent out to officers and citizens, who are supplied from hence at the rate
of fifteen kreuzers or one
forty-fourth of a louis d'or,say, of a pound sterling, or
about five to five and a half pence. This is a kind of perquisite to the cook, who supplies the students at the same
price per day, receiving gratis the use of the kitchen and
utensilswith
theneedful fuel.Rumfordtells
me the
. price was some time ago only h d f a louis per month, or
eleven kreuzers per day. The articles sent out for these
eleven kreuzers were a beef-soup, with three dumplings
ham,
made of flour, crumbs of bread, egg, and chopped
each about the size of a very large hen's egg; a portion of
turnips cut fine and stewed in a brown gravy, on the top
of which was about half a pound of boiled beef,, or bouiZZi.
Another dish consisted in near half a pound of b w f d la
VOL. 11.-22
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nrodc, with a very rich, thick sauce in abundance;
finally,
there was a good cut of apple tart, large enough to cover
the quarter of theinside of a commonprate.Inshort,
I could, I
therewas.morefood,exceptingbread,than
think,eatin
a singleday,much
Iess in one dinner.
Count Rumford gives orders to prepare for our reception
M. deWerneckcalls
on
attheworkhouseto-morrow.
m e in the evening, and we read together part of a printed
account made by Rumford of his four years’ administration of the army. Notwithstanding this account, which is
perfectly clear and correct, certified afterf u l l examination
to the council, to whom it was submitted for that purpose,
his enemies circulate busily the whisper
of maladministration. At dinner, speaking of General Werneck, an officer who is present says h e is certainly a man of talents,
but not so attentive as he might be to duty, being much
given to play, and thence led to too great intimacy with
people of a certain sort, and instances that the bank
at
Frankfort, the croupiers, etc., most of which are trPs magvais sujets, are his property. His fondness for and success
of a table I don’t at all
in play, I knew.Thiskeeping
like. I t is said thattheAustrians,ingeneral,play,
etc.,
but the circumstance
of a public bank seems to
be peculiar to him.”
“This morning [January sth] Count Rumford calls, and
of
we go o u t together. By may of avoidingacrowd
market-people in the dir’ect road, we make a circle round
part of the town, by which means I see the mountains 1 y ing between this and Tyrol, which are very cragged, and
deceive me much, for the air happens to be
so clear that
they appear like broken ridges of moderate height i n the
neighborhood ; but my companion tells me that they are
sixteen leagues’ distance, and adds that the finest co~lntry
on ea.rth is that which lies at the foot of them. The river
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is very rapid here, and the water of a greenish color b u t
veryclear.CountRun~fordmentionscontrivancesfor
musketsbywhichhecanloadand
fire fourteentimes
while thePrussiantroopsloadand
firefour. Toprove
the astonishing velocity, he cites a thing which happened
in the presence of the Elector and his Court at
a hunt.
H e fired a t a hare and missed it, then loaded, fired, and
killed the same hare with the same gun. He
says further
thathehasinventedagunfromwhichheshootsan
arrow,and by calculationit
can, withanelevationof
forty-five degrees, be projected three
miles. H e drove it
through twelve inch-boards, one behind the other, which,
a six-poundshot,
says he, is allthatcanbedoneby
These inventions he will not communicate to the world,
particularlythelatter,beingtoodangerous.Wearrive
at the workhouse and see the kitchen, which is wonderful.
I n general, the regularity, cleanness, and economy of this
housesurpassanything I ever saw. The poor who are
maintained here are employed busily, and have cheerful
countenances.Thesepeopleearntheirlivingandthey
are happy. Long may he be happy who has made them
so. I taste of thesoupgiventothe
poor. I t isvery
good, and I see the crowd sit down to eat it with good
appetite. The portion of bread, he tells me, is generally
taken home by them for their supper. There are about
one thousand people fed here, at the annual expense
of
about four hundred guineas, including everything. The
contrivances for saving cloth, linen, leather, etc., in maki n g clothes, the arrangements to preventfraud,and
to
keep the accounts for the regiments, etc.., are all admirable. We go from hence to a hospital for old poor people,
from whence there is a fine view of the town. The chamgo
bers here are so warm that I cannot stand them. We
on to the house fitting up, under Count Rumford’s direc-
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tion, far poorchildren.ThishousewasbuiIt
by the
States for ladies to live in privately, and is the most superb building in Munich. The idea is the most extraordinary that I ever remember to have met with. It was further intended for the education of those young scions of
nobility which had been furtively taken from the noble
legisstock. InEngland this wouldbecalledastrong
lativedeclaration of unchasteness.Whatevermayhave
been the intentiou of these wise men of Gotham, it will
certainly afford aninterestingspectaclewhen
filled u p
with poor children receiving good raiment and good education at the expense of-their own labor well applied.”
‘‘ Dress and go to Court, where I dine [January 6thl.
MentiontotheElector,whoconverseswith
me on my
yesterday’s excursion,that His Highnessoughtto
have
consigned to some record the state in which he found this
on seeingtheimprovecountry,lestposterityshould,
ments, doubt of the situation in which he found it. This
is like flattery, but, in the first place, it is founded on fact ;
secondly, it is no small instance of benevolence to have
labored for the amelioration of a country for a successor
whomhe
dislikes. Neither of these,however,though
theyjustify,
would haveinducedthisobservation.
I
meant to encouragehiminthepursuit
of laudable objects, and if anything I can say should have the smallest
tendency to produce that effect it is well said. At dinner
I sit next to the Electress, who has a clear, ready cornprehension and a good share of genius. She is not happy,
her dissatisfactionshouldbe
and is well contentthat
known. Afterdinner,theElectorinquiresaboutLafayette,and I sethischaracterinwhat
I thinkthefair
light. Go from Courtto see Count Rumford,andsit
with him a good while. He reads me his day’s labors, in
which he has reasoned himself into a belief that the life
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is, as Moses says, in the blood, and that it consists, which
Moses does not say, in the operation of heat and cold and
it
the movement which,as a fluid, must be produced in
by the distribution and succession of these accidents. My
solution of all such abstruse questions is that things are
so and so because God pleases that it should be
so. The
ladder of Science is infinite, and the steps which man can
mount are few and uncertain, but could he get even to
the top it would onlylead him moreimmediatelyinto
the presence of the Almighty. So that the most acute of
all philosophers must end, with Newton, where I begin.
We atlength fall on politics. H e tellsmetheFrench
are assembling a considerable force along the former line
of demarcation, and that the Prince of Hesse has quitted
Berlin in high dudgeon, and sent back all his orders, dignities, etc. ; ‘which,’ says Rumford, ‘ I consider as a game
a sign of war.
to preserve his neutrality, and therefore as
Russia, moreover, has ordered the recruiting of one hundred thousand men, but the Emperor, says he, is a madman. He seems to take pains, in his rage for reform, to
do unpleasant things in the most disagreeable manner.”’
On the9th of JanuaryMorrisreturnedtoRatisbon,
andremainedthereuntilthe
23d of February.During
the journey to Ratisbon he fell in with a train of wagons
of thereserveartillery of theAustrian army. This delayed him some time ; but, “on the whole,” he says, “ I am
well off to have got safely here, for i t wanted but little to
havethrownmeintotheDanubeintryingtopassthe
train of wagons. Pass the evening with the Princess. It
is saidtheFrenchhave
possessed themselves of Bade,
and declared war against the Swiss Cantons. The French
Government have ordered the seizure and confiscation of
allEnglishgoods
in France,andalsothecaptureand
condemnation of all vessels coming from an English port,
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or havingEnglishgoodsonboard.This
is a premium
to Britishnavigators,andanattackuponallneutral
powers.”
“At Madame de Hohenthal’s assembly [January IgthJ
I learn that the Swiss are determined to assert their independence, and have proposedanewtheoath
of Union,
discussed sincetwocenturies;alsothattheyhave
cleio the
manded a categoric answer from the Directory as
kind of neutrality which they are to expect from France.”
‘<Pass the evening [Januaryzgth] at Court, where there
is, asusual, a concert. The rabies poliiica setspeople‘s
tonguesgoing, so thatthemurmuralmostdrownsthe
voice of Madame de HohenthXl during her song. On the
whole, thereseemsmuchduhessinour
socialatmosphere. TheComtede Pfaffenhosentellsmeheresome
anecdotes of the Director Barras. At the request of his
uncle he had made u p a match for him with a young lady
who, being sister to the unfortunate Madame de la Motte,
lost her future husband by the
affair of the collar.” He
then, at the renewed request of the same uncle, negotiated
another marriage for him, and took the Vicomte de
Barras down into the country to see and be seen. Here a too
grest intimacy was discovered with his servant, and the
projectedmarriagebroken
off, LastJunemyrelater
went to Paris in pursuit of a paymaster who had robbed
him, and addressed himself to Barras, who received him
well, and assisted him, and who finally pressed him to remain in Paris. ‘Here,’ says Barras, ‘ I have no friend, and
I much want one.’ The ci-dez~antpayeur is now an officer
of the Directorial Guard and eats at the table of his mas-

* Allusion is here made to the famous affair of the diamond necklace, in
whichdramatheprincipalactorswereaqueen.aprince
of the House Of
Rohan, and a courtesan, and the proceedings of which exposed royalty to
many blows and many scandals.
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ter, patron, lover-who, notwithstanding that connection,
to which he is faithful, indulges in licentious frolics with
the other sex mostfreely.
Barras is led by his secretary
and faiseur, one Lombard, being himself a very shallow
fellow-so much so that my informant wed to write lettersfor him t o hisintended wives. The stories told of
his Asiatic luxury are false, and, as to his circumstances,
he was so poor as not’to be able to pay fifty louis which
for him. He lives
Pfaffenhosenhadformerlyadvanced
byrunningin
debt. My informantsaysthat
he took
great pains to discover the sentiments
of the people in
Paris, from the Directory downwards, and that, with the
exception of Barras and Charles de la
Croix, they were
universally royalists; that is to say, all those with whom
he conversed. LettersfromItalystatethecondition
of
Rome to be deplorable ; a general consternation prevails,
and the people are, if not attached to their sovereign, at
news from Rastadt
least indisposed to his enemies. The
purport that the King of Prussia and the French are perfectly well together. It seemsevidentthattheFrench
mean, if they can, to overturn the Swiss Constitution, or,
rather, the separate constitutions and the general league.
Insurrections, their usual precursors, have taken place in
the Pays de Vaud. It is said that the new French agent
senttoHamburgistodemand
of themandtheother
Hanse towns fourteen millions of livres, and also the confiscation of all British goods, and, generally, of all British
property in their dominion.”
“To-day [February zd] we are informed that Austria,
Prussia, and France are agreed
to the manny in which
Germany shall be disposed of, and that in consequence of
it the congress at Rastadt
will soonbe dissolved. General Werneck tells me that M. de Metternich has received
an anonymous lctter informing him that, if the left bank
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of the Rhine is ceded to France, the Emperor and King
of Prussia will not survive that cession
a fortnight. The
Grand Doyen Cornte de Thurn tells
me that Berne had
mimoire to the Courts of Viennaand
presentedalong
Berlinonthesituationandviews
of France,withthe
means of reducing her power, now become dangerous to
all Europe. These Courts have sent that memorial to the
Directory, which occasioned the order to the commissaries
from Berne to quit Paris.”
“The affairs of Switzerland seem to be [February 7th]
in a bad way. Atsupper,lastSunday,
Mr. Bachertold
me that they had n o idea of joining the Pays de Vaud to
France, but meant to make of all Switzerland a new Republic ( w e et indivisibZe), like the Cisalpine.”
“Accounts from Switzerland [February gth] show that
theFrenchforceandFrenchintrigueshaveproduced
their effect, so that Switzerland will henceforth be melted
into a singlerepresentative democrzcy.* This, by concentring their councils and force, will make them a dangerous,’or, at .least,a troublesome neighbor to France.”
“Dine at Court [February
r8thI. Mr. Alopustells me
the King of Prussia has made advances to the Imperial
Cabinet on the present
crisis, to which a complimentary
is comreplyha$been
made. HethinksthatAustria
pletelyexhausted,and,fromthesense
of weakness, reHe thinks that
duced to a stanch dependence on France,
this weakness, however, results rather from the imbecility
of the Cabinet than any defect of means in the country.
I believe that a more vigorous Cabinet would adopt more
vigorous mq~sures, butI incline to think that, in the pres-

* The Helvetic Republic was a single commonwealth in which the canton5
were no more than departments.
The new republic did not suit the Swiss.
and in 1803 Bonnparte gave them a better constitution, keeping Switzerland
almost wholly dependent on France, but, on the whole, treating it differently
from other countries of which the government had been more feudal.
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ent good understanding with France, interest hasas much
to sayasapprehension.Bethat,however,as
it may,
peace is of more consequence to that monarchy than anything whichcanbegot
by war. Pass theevening at
Court.”
“ Dine at the Comte de Hohenthfl’s [February
zoth],
and announce my departure to the society. Take tea at
the Princess’s, and go to a masquerade, where
I express
to the Princess my regret at taking leave
of the society
here ; that I a m really affected by the necessity of leaving,
but that my heart remains behind.”
“Lastnight
I reachedStuttgart,andthismorning
[March zd] walk outandcallontheBarondeRieger.
H e has just come throltgh France, and gives a description
of it as very highly cultivated, full of abuses, Paris more
brilliant and more vicious than before, the same exterior
politeness andprhenanceto strangers, the postswell served,
the roads out of repair, the innkeepers more extortionate
than ever. Mr. Arbuthnotlodges in thesameinnwith
me. H e is waitingtocarrythe
news of the delivery of
m e thatourminister
the Duchess to England. He tells
at the Court of St. James’s is very much liked ; that the
King speaks to him more than to anybody else. Cela s’entend.”
“Attend a concert at Court [March
4th], and play at
commerce with the Duchess.”
“This morning [March sth] we go in one of the Duke’s
carriages to Ludwigsburg, and take a a’ejhddinatoire prepared in the palace for Mr. Arbuthnot, who is to see everything in order that hemay give a good account.of it to the
King-the King; for his daughter, who is much attached
to him, is far from being so great an admirer of her royal
of the children are fond
of him,which i n
mother.Most
my opinion proves in his favor. This palace of Ludwigs-
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burg is large,andliketo
become theducalresidence,
He means to build an English garden, and hehas grounds
which will suit for that purpose.
Walk a good deal, and
on our return sit down about five o’clock to a second dinner at Mr. Arbuthnot’s.”
“There is no company at Court to-day [March 8th], on
account of the illness of the Duchess Dowager.”
“The Duchess Dowager is dead [March gth], and my
horsecontinues lame. Thelatter is thegreater misfortune, and both may be perhaps attributed to the doctor.
H e said thattocurethehorseradicallyhemustmake
to us
him apparently worse. The Courtdoctorrelated
yesterdayevening a conversationwiththeDuke,
who,
having asked him to declare on his consciencewhathe
thought of hismother’ssituation,answered
: ‘ If Her
Highness were a citizen’s wife I shouldsaythat
she
might live two months, or die in two hours, The
last is
quite as likely as the first.”’
~ o t h ] that
“They had advices hereyesterday[March
the French had
been defeated in Switzerland, but it appears to-day that they are i n possession of Berne. They
have then accomplished the task of extending themselves
from the German Ocean to the
head of the Adriatic, including everything round by the British Channel, the Atlantic,andMediterranean,exceptPortlrgalandNaples.
Theyareinfullmarch
for theformer,andthelatter
cannot exist one moment after their
will ‘to crush them
shall be declared. This empire is too rapidly and widely
extended to put on a solid existence, but there is every
means of extensive mischief. TheNorthandSouth
of
Europe must now standmarshalledagainsteachother;
resource is in favor of the latter, but the former have, if
united, more means of exertion.”
. Morrisjourneyed(March
12th) onthroughthe
Black
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Forest to Heidelberg, and thence to Frankfort, where he
arrivedonMarch
16th. “Taketea,”he
says, “with the
news of her
Duchess of Cumberland.Shehashadbad
at play, and a letter
sister, who had lost every farthing
fromMayence has come which announcesher suicide.
She cut her throat, but itwas expected she would recover.
She, by virtue of the powers confided by the Duchess, had
made away with her plate to the amount of ~;IZ,OOO. The
estimated loss is Azo,ooo. The Duchess receives company,
to keep up the appearance of gayety.”
“Mr. Crauford tells
me [March z3d] thatwhen Marshal Claerfayt left this place
to go to Vienna he proved
to him, by the map on the table, that
if the French were
prevented from coming into Italy they would be obliged
of peace which might be offered
to submit to the terms
to them, and that the Austrians, by opening the campaign
on the Rhine in the month of April, would have great advantages over the French, who could not begin till May.
Speaking of the French campaign
in Germany, he says
that they expecteda co-operation of Prussia. This may be,
but I do not believe that it was promised. The Prince de
Reusse, who is of the society to-night,.criminates Prussia
for all that is past. I undertake to exculpate that Court,
by observingthattheorigin
of the dissensionbetween
them and Austria was the refusal of the latter to declare
its eventual objects in the
war. After some conversation
Mr. Crauford, in confirmation of what I had said, relates
a conversation he had at Brussels with Lord A-,
then
returning from the combinedarmies, which he had quitted
from the conviction that nothing would be done, because
the Prussian ministers had alltold him that the immediate
object, whatever it might be, could easily be effected, but
that nothing decisive could take place, from the obstinate
silence of Austria as to its views, which Prussia could not
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blindly assist in furthering without being told what they
were. The Prince de Reusse hereupon (to exculpate the
Austrian Cabinet) tells us that he s a w all the despatches
and was privytothewhole
affair, inwhichtheblame
must be laid toCountLehrbach.Comparingthis
with
what Mr. Alopus told me of his conduct at a subsequent
period, it seems to follow either that he betrayed the interests of his Court, or that his instructions were dictated
by the most profound perfidy. All those who know M. de
Thugut intimately agree in declaring that he is cunning,
indolent, and false in the extreme. His countenance
confirms thisidea,andperhapsgaverise
to it. Timeand
facts must decide on the justiceof it.”
“Take Count d’Aspre to ride to-day [March soth], and
during the ride the conversation turned o n General Werneck. D’Aspreacknowledgesthat
he dislikes himvery
much, and gives as a reason that he is not only a gambier,
; that he is meanly ,avaricious,
but a dishonest gambler
that he is a petty intrigant, false, deceitful, profoundly ima soldier,
moral. H e acknowledgesthatheisbraveas
and decision of a general.He
butwantsthefirmness
says that he is a vain boaster
of female favors, and that
he may attribute his ruin to the liberties his vanity took
with the Queer. of Naples, which her daughter the Empress reqents in a highdegree.
H e says Alvinzi is the
bestgeneralthey
have, but is unfortunate. The retreat
of the army under CIaerfayt
is mentioned, and the part
which Werneck had in it. D’Aspre, who commanded the
rear-guard tells me that Werneck’s disposition was very
bad; and that he owed to accident only that he
was not
cut to pieces ; that he, D’Aspre, lost the greater part
of
his rear-guard ; that Werneck was guilty next day of a
breach of orders, in which he risked the loss
of all his
baggage without reason, and that he, D’Aspre, retired by
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the route which Werneck ought
to havetakenwithout
any loss, and saved the baggage, which would otherwise
have fallen into the enemy’s hands. D’Aspre’s account is
so accura<e that he forces my belief,
He speaks (as, indeed, d o all mho knowhim)veryhighly
of Mack. He
tells me that he has been assured by French officers that
Bonaparte is deficient in courage, and that in. the great
affair where he gained such a miraculous victory against
Alvinzi he had already. called a council to consider whether his army should lay down their arms, when a negro,
galloping off at the head of fourhundredhorse,either
from the effect of terror or in a fit of desperation, struck
a panic into the Austrian irregulars, who had performed
acts of heroic bravery and were already chanting victory.
This communicated itself to the whole line, etc.”
“Dine at the fabh a”h& at home to-day[April 11th1.
General Gontreuil sits next me, and tells me that he
escaped the pursuit of the Municipaux in Brussels by the
accident of having been delayed a day longer than he expected at Mons. He came as a fugitive through Flanders,
on
etc., and brought with him only two shirts and the coat
his back, having left carriage, cash, clothes,
etc., behind.
H e says that until he declared his intentionto continue in
the Austrian service all went well, but from that moment
of mischief.
the officers of government did him all kinds
H e says the people both of France and Flanders are very
miserable andunhappy,thepeasantrynotill
Off, the
country of France better cultivated than before, the
Oppression of the government great beyond all idea which
can be formed of it. H e inveighs against the French‘(General Hotze,* whom I meet a t Mr. Crauford’s, tells
*David yon Hotze, anAustrian general, commandedthe a m y which
wz opposed to Massha inSwitzerland in 1759. He was killed in battle
m a r Zurich in September, 1759
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me [April r zth] that the Emperor
has only forty-three
thousand men along his Italian frontier, but that they may
be easily re-enforced to one hundred thousand flom Tyrol
andDalmatis
Mr. Craufordmentionsthedemand
of
the French on the King of Savoy for permission to march
thirty thousand men through his country into Italy. The
to obtain from
Imperial court is now occupied in trying
the French an execution of that part of the treaty which
relatestotheBrabanters.Afterdinner
Mr. Crauford
we are driving
and I take an airing together, and while
he complains of the conduct of Sir Morton Eden during
the war. His want of ability has proved materially injurious. He has even neglected and contemned the
advice
comgiven him. WhenBeaulieu was appointedtothe
h e would
mand in Italy, an express was sent to request
prevent it, because of the utter and acknowledged incapncity of that officer. His answer was that he knew the
party opposed to Beaulieu and was well aware that envy
was the inseparable companion of superior merit. When
he was requested to oppose the subsequent appointment
of Wiirmser, as a man who had outlived thevery moderate
share of abilities he once possessed, he answered that the
appointment of so able and gallant a soldier must be considered as a proof of his Imperial Majesty’s determination
to prosecute the war with vigor. He remarks on the
incapacity of Lord Elgin to conduct theaffairs committed to
him at Berlin, and states to me that Mr. Whitworth, the
minister at St. Petersburg, is a very gallant soldier, and tohe
tally unqualified for a diplomatic character. He says
is quite out of spirits from what General Hotze has told
him respectingtheFrenchintrigues
for twoyears in
Switzerland, snd the evidence of similar intrigues in this
quarter. He mentions to me what Gontreuil has toldhim,
viz., that in a conversation with St. Foix and Beaumar-
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chais attheBishopd’Autun’s,
St. Foixsaidthat
if the
greater powers of Europe should form a league against
a stop to the torrent which
France, they might yet put
would otherwise overwhelm them; but Beaumarchais contended that it was now too late, and they recommended
it to Gontreuil to continue in France, and send back his
commission.”
‘ I Mr. Crauford comes
[April 16th], and tells me he
is
informed from very good authority that the day before
between M. de
yesterday a smart altercation took place
Goertz and the citizen Treilhard. * M. de Goertz$ called,
and opened the conversation byobserving that the French
procrastinated SO muchtheconclusion of the definitive
treaty that it gave ground to the assertions
of some persons pretending to be well informed, that they had views
tothesubversion
of allthegovernmentsinGermany.
Treilhardrepliedthatsuchpersons
were liarsand unworthy of all credit. Goertz affected to be pleased
with
this declaration, but, as if not quite thoroughly convinced,
drew from his pocket a paper containing the plan in detailforrevolutionizingtheEmpire.Treilhard,surprised
but not abashed, asserted that it was a vile forgery, upon
which the other expressed great pleasure and requested
a written declaration that it was false. Treilbard now hesitated, and declined. When pressed he refused, and, Goertz
declaring that his master would be under the necessity of
exerting all the means in his power to counteract the attempts of France, Treilhard, whose choler was now fully
rousedbythewrathfulmanner
of his antagonist,told
him haughtily,‘Monsieur, nous nesommes pas, A cette
*Jean Baptiste Count Treilhard, one of the Directory from May, 1798,to
June. 17%.
t Johann Goertz Count of Schlitz, grand master of the wardrobe to Frederick William 11. of Prussia
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heure, A craindre ce quepourrafairevotre
maitre.’
‘Monsieur,’ replied Goertz, ‘j’ai donc ma reponse.’ The
sovereigns of Europe seem to have the choice of risking
all upon the great game
of war, orperishinglikerats
drowned in their holes. General Gontreuil, who sat next
me at dinner gave a different version of the conversation
which Craufordrepeatedto
me. Hestatedtheconversationasbetween
St. Foix,Beaumarchais,and
himself
only, and that they agreed it was now too late for a coaliMr. Crauford also
tion to doanythingagainstFrance.
communicated to me ananecdoteonthesubject
of M.
de Lehrbach which is important in various points of view.
M. de Hardenberg, after he had concluded the treaty
of
Basle,had aninterviewatHuningenwithBarthelemy,
Pichegru, and Merlin de Thionville, and, he thinks (but
It was agreed
inthishemustbemistaken)Tallien.
to put the Dauphin on the throne and constitute themselves a Council of Regency, to consist of themselves and
their friends; to maintain all the existing
laws against emigration, etc. Hardenberg made the mostsolemn promises not to communicate this secret except to the King
his master, but on his way to Berlin gave a rendezvous to
AlbinC, the favorite and probable successor of the Elector
of Mayence, to whom he communicated it in confidence.
Prussia, being very desirous at that time
of having the
vote of Mayence, Albin6, who had always tried to keep
fair with both Austria and Prussia, asked an interview
with
De Lehrbach, who unfortunately reached Frankfort the
same day with Hardenberg, and told it to him, also in confidence. Lehrbach,outrageous, asked aq interviewfor
the next day with Crauford, and told it to
him, desiring
he would immediatelytransmittheintelligencetothe
British Court, and observing that this council, appointed
under the influence of Prussia,wouldthrowthe
whole
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power of France into the hands of the Cotlrt of Berlin ;
that be had already dispatched n courier with the intelliand would
gence and his observations on it to Vienna,
take care to make it known to all the cabinets of Europe.
Craufordtold
him thathe
wasnot
surprisedat
his
warmth,thought hehad donerightintransmittingthe
Court, and,havingsomeconnection
intelligencetohis
with the ministers of Britain, would, since he requested it,
give them the same information. In respect to the thing
itself, Craufordobservedto
him thathecouldnotbut
view the matter in another light ; that as to the future
influence of Prussia on the French counsels it must depend on circumstances, but
beyond all question the Regency would not feel themselves
bound any longer than
mightbenecessarytotheir
own views. Consequently
the danger apprehended by M. de Lehrbach appeared to
him both remote and uncertain, but the projected change
wouldbe attended with great and immediate advantage
to all Europe : that it would be a complete and effectual
answer to all those wild principles of anarchy which the
Frenchhad propapted.Thedemonstrated
necessity of
returning to a monarchic form of government, in order to
rescuethemselvesfrom
the miseriesinfiicted underthe
pretence of liberty and equality, would f o r m a better securitytothethronestheyhadattempted
to overturn
he thought
than a thousand victories. For these reasons
that if the apprehended danger were much greater than
it appearedtheadvantagemorethanoverbalanced
it.
AftertheseobservationsLehrbach
becameconvinced,
and promised not
to divulge any further the secret, but
that very afternoon communicated it to the Russian minister, and the next morning
to Schrvartzkopf, the Hanoverian resident, desiring him to transmit it to the Regency.
The French, finding themselves betrayed,'were of course
VOL. IL-23
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obiiged to renounce their. project ; but the measures they
had taken could not be recalled, so that. the sudden death
of the child became necessary, and M. Hardenberg may
thank hisownweakness,Albine’s
duplicity,andLehrbach’smadnessforallthe
mischief resulting from that
secondmurder,whichcannot
in fairnessbelaidtothe
doors of those by whom it was commanded.Thisconversation was in the month of June, 1795.”
“Mr. Crauford [April 18thI tells me that the Duke de
Biron came hither disguised to request that the King of
Prussiawouldre-establishtheKing
of France.Perhaps
it was this visit which brought him to the guillotine. It
is indeednotimprobablethat,amongthemanyexecutions which took place under what is called the reign of
Robespierre,somewerejust.Onthepresent
occasion
the Committee, convinced. of the Duke’s treason, might
have found it impossible and, at any rate, highly impolitic. to bring forward the proof of it.”
zoth]
“ T h e post fromViennabringsaccounts[April
thattheFrenchambassador,Bernadotte,hasleftthe
city in consequence of a riot among the people in which
thestandardplantedbefore
his door was pulled down
and destroyed. The police had entreated
him not to give
this cause of offence or, at least, to give them’time toreconcilethepeopleto
it, butherefusedin
a high tone.
One of his aides-de-campadvanced, it is said, with his
sword drawn. against the mob, and but for the timely intcrference’of the military the whole of them might have
been destroyed. H e demandedsatisfaction of the Court,
nnd.the Emperor replied that he, who had a right to demand, could not think of giving satisfaction, upon which
Bernadotte asked for passports, and setoff the next morning. His obstinacy on this occasion implies that he acted
from the impulse o/f his government, and hence is to be
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drawn the conclusion that theywish to renew the war as
apretext(Ipresume)forattackingNaples
Mr. Crauford tells me that M. de Hohenlohe has been some time
M. de
at Vienna,andheldfrequentconferenceswith
Thugut.”
“General Hotze calls on me this morning [April 28thI.
He has deferred his departure in consequence of a letter
received lastnightfrom
Switzerland. TheCantons of
Uri, Schwyz, and Unterwald are determined on defending
themselves, and have requested him to come and command
them. Instead of setting o f f ,therefore,hecomes to ask
my advice. H e considerstheir efforts as unavailing,unless theycan be suppliedwithbreadand
salt. I recommend it to him to write to the Baron de Thugut, and, ‘informing him of the state of things, urge an immediate
supply of these articles ; to reply to the invitation of his
countrymen that he will come as soonasheshallhave
been able to obtain means needful for their defence,
in the
procuring of which he is occupied, and then to set off immediately for Vienna; to state to the Imperial Cabinet
the vast importance of the object, and, should they fear to
compromise’ themselves, obtain what he wants from the
knglish minister.
H e likes every part of this advice except going to Vienna, towhich he objects from the feebleness of that Cabinet and the necessity he was under before of keeping himselfconcealed.
H e agrees,llowever,
to go as far as Wiirzburg, in the way to Vienna, instead
of going to Fulda, in the way to Hamburg. I think he is
a little undecided in his character, and certainly does not
feel that high spirit of freedom which renders all difficulties light to him who, hearing, feels the voice of his country. Dine at home in’ consequence
of some expressions
dropped by Colonel MaIcolm, who desires a n interview.
He tells me his mission fromtheCourt of St. James’s,
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which is a strange, disjointed thing.
H e is coupled with
M. Jolivk, a youngGenevamerchant,whoholdsthe
purse-strings which may be opened
only to the Government of Berne, now dissolved. H e also desires my advice.
I tell him that the first object is to secure
&IO,OOO,
then
to set off for Augsburg, and confer there with the
auoud
.Stiger ; to contract with traders for the delivery of grain
and salt at different places in the resisting cantons, and
inform the persons to whom it is delivered that the King
of England, as first magistrate of a free people, has seen
with greatsensibilitythoseeffortswhichareworthy
of
theirancestors,andlearnedatthesametimethatthe
want of necessaries might render their courage unavailing ; thatHisMajesty had in consequence taken immediate measures to send them a small present supply, as a
proof of his affection,untilmeasurescan
be takenfor
their more effectual relief.
As the colonel is in a state of
anxiety and indecision, I propose to bring Crsuford into
council,whichheseizeswitheagerness.
Crauford approves highly of the measure, and says if it were an object of only L3,ooo he would himself advance the money.
So the Colonel goes’out to look for M. JolivC, and see if
he can be induced to come forward on this occasion with
I doubtwhetherhehasthecredit.
theneedfulcredit.
After this I call on the Elector of Cologne, who considers
a renewal of the war as unavoidable, though the period
may be removed for some months. H e tells meitisnot
true, as I had been made to believe, that Claerfayt’s indeof the Court ; that his
cision proceeded from the orders
conduct in Flanders arose from a phrase in the Emperor’s
letter to the Prince de Cobourg, in which he was desired
to deliveroverthecommand
of thearmytoGeneral
Claerfaytorothersenior
officer, whenceheconcluded
that he did not enjoy the confidence of the Cabinet, and
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Would, if unfortunate, be sacrificed. Afterwards the Elector saw a letter from the En~peror toClaerfnyt directing
him, even at any greatrisk, to cross the Rhine and relieve
Luxembourg, which Claerfayt declined, fearing the PrussiansunderHohenlohe,andsentan
officer to expostulate.”
“Colonel Malcolm calls [April zgth], and says that M.
JolivC cannot take on him the needful advances; so this
fallstotheground.
Go after dinner to Offenbach, and
find the Prince de Reusse in bed with a fever.”
‘‘ It is said [May 3d] that the party of Barras is now
uppermost in France, and Bonaparte goes in consequence
to Rastadt. This
comes in a letter from a well-informed
person to M. de Vrinz. The French Government, I hear,
grows uneasy at the prospect of an alliance between Prussia and the two Emperors, and a letter from Berlin mentionsaregulardemandmade
by theDirectory on the
King
Prussianadministrationtodeclarewhatpartthe
would take in case of a rupture between France and Austria, adding that under present circumstances the
Directory could not permit Prussia
to preserve an apparent neutrality.”
“Coloneld’Asprecalls
[May Sth], andtells me that
Thugut is appointedcommissary of the newly annexed
territories,andCobenzel*
isplaced at the head of the
administration, from whichhe augurs pacific intentions at
theImperialCourt.He
confirms anaccount I had formerly heard, viz., that Cobenzel showed great firmness in
the conclusion of ,the treaty at Campo Formio, and had
actually sent off a courier with orders to commence h o s
tilities after Eonaparte had left himinwrath,
and after
*Count Louis vonCobenzel, anAustriandiplomatist,ambassador
to
Russia in 1780, signed the treaty of Campo Formio in 1797, negotiated the
treaty O f Lunhille in 1801, and became a minister of state at Vienna
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his return and the
final agreement a counter-order was
despatched, but D’Aspre and his Court were already two
hours on their
marchbeforethiscounter-orderreached
them.Dineatthe
Sandhoff, andpasstheeveningat
reMadame de Vrinz’s. M.de Forme, who comes in, has
ceived letters which announce great loss by the French in
forcing the payes at Appenzell, and that the Swiss peasantry are in general rising against them
; also that the
French have not at present more than twenty-five thouSup at Mr. Crauford’s. H e
sandmeninSwitzerland.
tells me that M. de Cobenzel showed (as he has been told)
condescension towards the French deputation at Rastadt,
amountingeventomeanness,whereforeheapprehends
his appointment to be a Commissioner ,to the
Director:.
M. Chamat, who comes in, tells us that this appointment
is announced already in the Moniieur, which arrived yesterday, and Thugut’s attachment to England assigned
as
the cause.D’Aspretold
me thatwhenCobenzelleft
.Rastadt he was extremely embittered against the French
commissioners for the indignities they had heaped upon
him.”
“ To-day [May gth], after dinner, I visit the Elector of
Cologne. He has received official advice of the appointhis
ment of M. de Cobenzel, ad interim, but he reserves
place of ambassadoratRastadt.TheElectorconsiders
this an indication of pacific sentiment. Is it not an indication of,weakness, andof the Christian virtue, poorness of
spirit ? Advices are received thattheSwiss,.aftergreat
slaughter of their enemies, shutup i n one of the valleys, reduced them to a capitulation, by which the French agree
to leave them masters of their oGn conduct and the liberty to adopt such form of government as they mag think
proper. Mr. Craufordtold me thismorningthat
while
aide-deJourdan was on his marchintoFranconiathe
1

.
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camp left behind, and who, a high Jacobin, was charged
with the secret service, used to boast that he did as much
for the.Republic as any of her generals, and one day read
to a person who called on him the extract of a letter from
Vienna which announced the continuation
of the war as
the result of a conference between the Baron de Thugut
and the Emperor, in consequence of a courier which had
arrived from London. This person, casting his eye on the
letter, saw that it contained information of the views and
a previousperiodadvice
intentions of theCabinet.At
was received from Basle, said to come from the Chancelfor the
lerie of M. Barthklemy, that orde,rswereissued
march of twenty-five thousand men under Wurmser. The
Prince Charles, then in Frankfort, was asked whether this
was true. H e said thatheknewnothing
of it, anddid
not believe it. Next day he received the advice by a carrier from Vienna. To all this he adds another anecdote,
M. de
viz., thatsuchconvincingproofsweregivento
Mercy of the treachery of General Fischer, adjutant-genera1 of thePrincedeCobourg,thathe
waitedon the
Princeandlaidthembefore
him. Thisweak.man,
instead of putting the traitor under arrest and bringing him
to trial, contented himselfwith sending the intelligence
to Vienna, andtheCourtthereupon
removedFischer
fromtheadjutancyinFlanderstothat
of Italy. Some
time after he had been there he shot
himself, finding, as
Crauford supposes, that his tricks were again discovered.
Craufordtells me,in the evening,that hehas' hadthis
afternoon a long conversationwiththeElectoronthe
subject of thepresentchangeatVienna.HisHighness
thinks it important that Thugut should continue in the
Council, because he possesses a degree of firmness which
some others want. H e attributes the ill-success of the war
to badmilitaryappointments,andthese
fo the zeal of
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Thugut, who, ignorant in that line,’and ardently desirous
to bring matters to a speedy termination, had taken
up
men hastily on the recommendation of others without con-

sulting the Marechal de Lacy, who alone could be a comseem
petent judge of theirabilities.Crauforddoesnot
to have been struck with the irony of the word zeal. Colonel D’Aspre said to me this morning that, in consequence
of reiterated applications from Bonaparte, Count Cobenzelis tomeet him at Rastadt for the purpose of terminating the negotiations for peace; that the Directory postpone till that be settled their demand
of satisfaction for
the &air of Bernadotte, and that the Emperor is resolved
to risk all consequences rather than give any such satisfaction.Advices
are received o f the submission of the
on
littlecantons.Theyagreetoadopttheconstitution
condition thattheypaynocontributions,andthat
no
French troops come among them. I t is said that M. CoLenzel, who is arrived at Rastadt, and expects Bonaparte
in B very short time, is directed to recur to the principles
of the treaty of Leoben. H e is to object to the cession of
theleftbank
of theKhine.
A positiverefusal is to be
given to the late demand
of a post opposite Huningen,
of Rehl, of Cassel, and Ehrenbreitstein, and, in
case the
war is to be theconsequence,the
Frenchrecalcitrate,
Courts of Vienna and Berlin being come
at length to a
good understanding together. I incline to think that this
is rather the wish uf those who relate it than the history
of facts. The Duchess of Cumberland says, inreply to
the whole, that the Landgrave of Cassel has lately
purchased Imperial paper; sufficient proof that he, who is
very well informed, does not believe in war, which could
not but depreciate it.”
“ I t stands confirmed [May rqth] that the deputation of
theEmpirearedeterminedto
refuse the lastdemand
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made by the French. This looks more like a good understanding between Berlin and Vienna than anythingwhich
has yet appeared. The Prince Repnin has been prevented
from going to the former by his bad health The sending
of one in such high confidence seems to augur on the part
of Paul a disposition to be busy.”
‘‘ I take Mr. Crauford to ride with me after dinner[May
rgth], and he tells me the purport of information received
from the Prince de Reusse. His correspondent at Vienna
told him that, the majority of the Council being opposed
to Thugut, he told the Emperor that the French meant to
attack him as soon as they should have got rid
of what
now occupies them, wherefore it would be proper to prepare for war ; that since His Majesty was induced to entertain a different opinion his continuance in office could
not be ’useful, and might be pernicious. Upon representations of this sort, frequently repeated, the Emperor consented to receive his resignation. I read this thing a little
differently. I conclude that Cobenzel had been told by the
French deputation at Rastadt that the Directory couldnot
as disposed t o beon goodterms
consider the Emperor
with them so long as he kept in his service Thugut, whom
they consider as sold to England ; that, of course, until he
should be dismissed they could not act towards the
Imperial Court as they otherwise might,
etc.; that upon a
representation of thistotheEmperorby
Cobenzel His
Majesty has asked Thugut whether, in effect, he was (as
represented) disposed to awar with France, and then, Thug u t declaring he was and assigning his reasons, the Ema
peror has signified to him that unless he would adopt
different opinion he could not retain himinhisservice.
The conversation given out to the public is, I presume, an
arrangementto
save theEmperor’sdignity(anobject
which is not effected), and contrived by Thugut, who is a
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very cunning fellow, to answer the double purpose of securing the support’of England and the pension, if he receives one, while he has all the chances of a future misunderstanding with France, in spite of the sub‘missions which
may be made to avoid it. On the whole, it seems pretty
clear that Hoke’s idea of his Court is‘perfectly just, and
that the leading feature is weakness.”
“Afterdinner [May 16th] I g o to Offenbach to visit
He takes me a ride
the Prince and Princess de Reusse.
through the forest of Yssenburg. His letters from Vienna
announce that the Courts of Vienna and Berlin are well
of Cobenzel’s administration (or,
together;Thefirstact
rather, the first step after his arrival at Vienna)
was to send
the Prince de Reussefull powers to treatwith the Prussian
Cabinet. Cobenzel has orders to insist that the Pope
have
an establishment somewhere ; that the French do not hold
an inch of ground on the right bank
of the Rhine, and
thattheyevacuateSwitzerland.ThesethePrince
Eonsiders as sine qua non of treaty. While we are walking a
person overtakes us, and I am not a little surprised to see
theChevalierdeGraave.HecomesfromSwitzerland,
where he has been, as I had heard, a commission-man of
British merchants, which he denies, and yet, from what he
afterwards says, it seems to be the fact, for he tells me he
is waiting here to receive ‘and despatch some goods. He
says the Directory were(as he was informed) much alarmed,
atthetimetheaffairs
of Switzerlandwereinsuspense,
lestAustriaandPrussiashouldinterfere.This
I think
of
likely, though I do not consider the Chevalier’s meaus
information as the best, nor his mind as the most distinguishing. I call on the Elector, who shows me
a copy of
acircularfromThugutannouncingthatHis
Majesty,
having thought proper to employ the Comte de Cobenzel
of
in an important mission, he has resumed the conduct
I
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affairs during the Count’s absence. The Elector tclls me
that Cobenzel had a conference with Mack, to prepare the
militaryoperations incase
thenegotiationshould
fall
through,andhasbroughtwithhimthepresentsto
be
of the
made to theFrench nlission ontheconclusion
peace. Utrope paratus.”
“At supper, at Mada‘me Sullivan’s, we have the Marquis
de Grimaldi, a Venetian, who spent some time at PetersM. deCobenzelthere.Hespeaks
of
burg,andknew
him as a lively, pleasant, weak man ; totally unfit to be
charged with the
affairs of’ a country. as first minister.
MadameSullivan,who
knows Thugutintimately,says
that he will not return to the helm; that he has no motive
toinducehim,beingneitheravariciousnorambitious,
but very lazy. Mr. Crauford tells ‘me some anecdotes of
Cobenzel’s conduct at Rastadt little suited to the dignity
of his master. Mr. Duff, Lord Fife’s son, who was there,
usednow and then to embarrass
him by making up in
the presence of the French deputation. Cobenzel had the
weakness to express to him and his companion his regret
that he could not, under the existing circumstances, show
them all the attention which he wished. Metternich, who
was always a poor creature,
was, and is, equally servile.
Trielhard,wholearnedandobservedwhat
was doing,
and who is not remarkable forhis gentleness, said of them:
‘Ce sont de plates b&tes; ils nous craignent et nous haIssent.”
“ Go [May ~ g t h ]to Wilhelmbad, and dine with the
Duchess of Cumberland. A cook she had borrowed from the
Elector is taken ill, so we dine from the gargotier, and
our dinner is better than when prepared by the faiseur of
his RoyalHighness.Thisleads
to a conversation respecting the quantum which the Elector swallows in the
Miss Lawleyrecounts
space of fourandtwentyhours.
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sundry surprising coups de goutte; that which strikes
me
as mostsimple,andeasytoberemembered
is taken
from a breakfast he gave lately, and at which he ate up a
lamb. Go after dinner tovisit the PrincesseHCrCditaire of
is at hisregiment.
I t is
Cassel. Herinsipidhusband
said from Rastadt that the Austrian and Prussian ministers hold in concert a firmer language to the French deputation.Conversingwith
Mr. Craufordonthestateof
past affairs, he tells me of a proposition made by leading
men in the Lorn Countries to furnish every means in their
power for the purpose
of taking Lille, which was d o n e
to covertheircountry.The
offer was rejected
with
wantinghaughtinessamountingtoinsult.Inthebattle
of Tournay, where the French left ten thousand men
on
the field, theDuke 'of York,whocommandedtheleft
wing, sentthererepeatedmessagesbeggirjgpermission
to attack, but the Emperor repeatedly refused, so that the
enemy were permitted to retire quietly to Lille ; and during the action General -proposed to Mack, as a thing
a battery
which could not have escaped him, the placing
a spotwhichwouldenfiladethe
of heavycannonat
French,butMack,whowasnominallyquartermastergeneral, shrugged up his shoulders, the meaning of which
was that, in effect, he had no command ; and it appeared
afterwards that the Prince de Waldeck
was charged with
hisdepartment.Inthebattle
of FluenestheAustrians
gainedavictory,butPrinceCharles
wasnot permitted
to advance and push the French into the Sambre, a thing
unavoidable, and in the night the Austrians were ordered
to retreat. In short, it appears evident that the Imperial
Cabinet was resolved to abandon the Low Countries, preof being forced into that
serving always the appearance
measure. It is not probable that they were bribed by the
French, but it is certain that a conduct more treacherous
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to their allies, their subjects, and their army
can hardly
be imagined.”
“Mr. Crauford calls [May z6th], and shows in a newspaper the ukase of the Russian Emperor by which a fleet
of ships and galleys is to be sent to the Belt to protect
of
the free commerce of the Baltic against the attempts
FrancetobullyDenmark.
He mentionsto me, also, a
failure of the British, which is announced in the gazettes,
but which I can scarcely believe, as it pnrports a descent
near Ostend, where they must
have been morally sure of
meeting a considerable force of their enemy. The AbbrS
Delille is at Mr. Crauford’s. He is, as usual, gay, simple,
and good-humored.”
“To-day [Mayzgth]itis
reportedthattheEnglish
have donetheirenemiesgreat
mischief at Ostendand
Dunkerque.It
isalsopublished,sincetwodays,that
they have been repulsed with a loss of near two thousand
men. Quore. A person in theservice of France, who
dined at the tabk Shh’e, enteredintoconversationwith
me, and told me that Bonaparte, at the headof forty thousand men, takes possession of Egypt, ceded by the Grand
Seigneur, and then marches by Arabia over the desert to
Bassora, at the head of the Persian Gulf, andso across Persia to India. He has secured proper intelligences on his
route, etc. M. Cobenzel goes to France to meet M. Francois NeufchQteau, a new step towards the putting offof
Imperial dignity. I t is said that the English
haveblown
[rp part of the dike and laid a considerable district of West
Flanders under water.
‘‘ In various conversationsM. Faugas has givenme to understandthat, in his opinion, France can only be happyunder a monarchical form of government, and that her long
convulsions must terminate there; that no pe,xe can
be
expected for her or for other nations so long as the great
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criminals are in possession of power ; and these he afterwards expiains to mean those who voted for the death of
the King. Sarivilliere Lepaux, who was one of them, and
with whom he is in habits of confidential intercourse, he
describes as an honest man stung with remorse. Carnot
encalled on him, knowing his intimacy with Lepaux, to
treat he would use his influence with his friend and
pseventhimfromjoiningtheothertwoDirectorsagainst
him and BarthClemy. ‘Tell him,’ says Carnot, ‘it is imas a royalist ; tell
possible that he shouldconsiderme
him that, by their present persecution, they labor to make
Europe forget my crimes.’ Lepaux, after the great stroke
of their 18th Fructidor,* heard of Carnot’s visit and inquired about it ; Faugas acknowledged the fact, and related the subject of the conversation, declaring that hehad
refused meddling and had not, for that reason, repeated
it. Lepaux toldhim he ought to Kave charged himself
with that commission.
‘ I n effect,’ says he, ‘ I do not bewas
lieve in the pretended conspiracy, but our conduct
dictated by a sense of self-preservation ; had we remained
To this Faugas replied : ‘ Have
quiet we were undone.’
you reflected thatinviolatingtheConstitutionyou
imposeonyourselves
the necessity of frequent violations?
Do you consider that the Jacobins, whom you have made
use of on thisoccasion, are yourmortalenemies,and
should they, by these or other means, get into power they
will accomplish your ruin 2’ ‘We would not give place to
secondaryconsiderations-the
greatobject was to save
ourselves. Should the dangers arrive which you seem to
apprehend, we must take such measures as prudence may
dictate undertheexisting
circumstances.’ Faugastells
us that the Directory is, in fact, divided into two parties,
mortal enemies to each other ; that Rewbell has far more
* The republican triumph of the 18th Fructidor (September 4). 1797.
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understanding and address than his opponents, but is covered by the general contempt and detestationof his countrymen.Barras,
he says,is now welladvisedbyBonaparte, whom Faugas considers as a very able man. The
expeditionhehasjustundertaken
will, says Faugas, if
successful, cover him with glory,
and at any rate Secure
him against a new Fructidor, should any such arrive.”
“ T h e Britishgazette to-day [June8th]givesan
account of the expedition sent against Flanders, which has
producedits effectby destroyingtheCanal
ofBruges,
but the troops are lost because the weather was such that
theycouldnotre-embark.Theywerethereforesurrounded by a host of enemies, and compelled, after a gallant resistance, to surrender.
Mr. Crauford gives me thehistory of how he became acquainted with M. Simolin,* in
answer to a question of mine to that effect. Mr. Crauford
1791, and continued
says he came to Paris in December,
theretillApril, 1792. By the by, this is nearlythetime
i n which I was absentfrom it. H e endeavoredtopersuadetheKingandDauphintoleave
France-a
thipg
which he says the British Government desired as a means
of savingtheKing,andeventhemonarchy.Crauford
saw the royal consorts two or three times a
week regularly, and the plan
of the flightwasarranged
; but the
as usual,anddeclaredshe
Queenchangedhermind,
would never separate her fortunes from those of theKing.
This determination, so often resumed or, rather, as I think,
instilled,provedherruin.Whilethat
affairwasinagitation theKing expressed a wish tosendsomeperson
to the Emperor and Empress
of Russia to request they
would not listen to thewild project of his brother’s, which
* Johann Mathias Simolin, an eminent diplomatist, who was employed by
Catharine of Russia on importantmissionstoAustria, Denmark, Sweden,
and England.
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could not but terminate
in his ruin nnd that
of his family. HisMajestywished also to send off variouspapers
which might, if discovered, prove ruinous to individuals,
and which, nevertheless, he wished to preserve. Crauford
mentioned Sirnolin as a proper person ; was charged to
sound him on the subject. Simolin promised, had an
interview on the subject, and was penetrated by the affecting manner in which the King mentioned the necessity he
was under of applying on so delicate a subject to the minister of a foreign court. In effect, it was a hard measure.
Simolin went to Vienna, and' Leopold adopted the plan
chalked out to him. Simolin spent two hours
in his cabinet the eveningon which he was attackedby his last illness.
The Empress approved of his conduct in charging himself
to Peterswith the commission, directed him to come on
burg,andreceivedhimmostgraciously.Shereadthe
affecting letters which the King and Queen-especially the
latter-had written, b u t without showing the least emotion ; neither did she, in consequence of them, or of anything Simolincould say, alter her conduct in theieast.
Crauford says he has often thought on this subject, and
lost himself as to the cause of her pertinacity. Sometimes
he is led to attribute it to a story told her of offensiiye ex; sometimes
pressions used on her subject by the Queen
to a desire that France might be incapacitated from opposing her ambitious views on the side of Constantinople,
be a muchsimpler
etc. I tellhimthatthereseemsto
reason, parallel to cursory observation. She could not but
have observed that weakness was the predominant trait of
character both in the King and Queen. She knew,
XISO,
in commonwithallEurope,thatHisMajesty'sbrethrencontended for the principles of divine,indefeasible
right in kings. TheEmpress,fromhercharacterand
from the circumstances in which she was placed, had less
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disposition than any other person to admit the rights
of
subjects to modify the supreme power. This seems to me
of
the sufficient clew for unravelling not only that part
herconduct,but,indeed,herwholesystem
as tothe
French Revolution.
“We haveto-night,
at MadameSullivan’sbirthday
party, a large number of guests, amongwhom is an Italian
improvisatore, who is great in his art.
H e spouts verses
on any subject extempore, in rl. kind of recitation where
the measure of the lines may easily (I think) be lengthened or shortened. He has, however, considerable genius,
and gives to Bethman a sharp reprimand for indecorous
treatment, two days ago, at his house.”
“ A report is in town [June 13th] that Admiral Nelson
has beaten the French fleetin theMediterranean,and
taken Bonaparte prisoner.”
VOL.
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CHAPTER XL.
Morris bidsfarewell
to hisfriendsinEurope.Returnsto
America.
his
house
at Morrisania.
Difficulties of the voyage. Rebuilds
Pressed by friends once more to enter public life. Hamilton especiallysolicitousthat be shoulddo so. Death of Washington. Morris
pronounceshisfuneraloration.ElectedUnitedStatesSenator
in
April. Journey to NorthernNew York Niagara.LettertoJames
Parish.Enthusiasticdescription
of the climateandprospects
of
America

HE time Morris had fixed for his return to America

T

drew near, and regretfully he bade
a final farewell
to the society at Frankfort. “The Prince de
Reusse, Mr.
Crauford,and M. Simolincall to take leave of me,” he
says, June 14th. “The Prince and Crauford, are strongly
affected, and even Simolin is more so than I should have
suspected.”
From Frankfort he went to Altona, there to make prepnrations for crossing the Atlantic ; for it required time and
much judgment to find and examine a ship, proper in its
appointments and condition, for
so long and perilous a
voyage. MadameLerayandherchildrenweretobe
Morris’scompanionsonshipboard-makingthechoice
of a vessel evenmorethanordinarilyimportant.But
although annoyed by much tiresome preparation for his
journey,Morrisstillcontinuedtheentries
i n his diary,
recording the public news, the kindness of friends,and
various n h r e o r less interesting items of gossip ; among
them, the news that Baron d‘Escar ‘‘ has married Madame
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de Nadaillac, who has gone back
to France, leaving the
Baron at Hamburg.” “The Baron,” Morris says, ’‘ tells
methattheCourt
of Berlinwill
submit to anything
‘I TheFrench
have
ratherthanquarrelwithFrance.”
taken Malta [July rzth], the news of which arrived yesterday morning. There are flying reports that hostilities
are to begin again in Germany.”
“M. de Lafayettecalled on me [Julyzqth], and asked my
advice whether he should go out immediately to America,
or stay a whilelonger.
I tell him that he had made up
; thisheblushinglyacknowledges.
I
hismindtostag
then tell him that it would have been
well to have gone
out immediately, but as he has staid so long I don’t think
itcanmakeanydifferenceshould
he remain a little
as to his future motions,
Ionger. Heagainconsultsme
but as I know that this is more the effect of habit than
anything else, I take little heed as to the answer. Always
declaringhisresolutiontolead
a private life, hesighs
still for an opportunity of appearing again on the public
theatre.”
“ I t is said [August st] that the news from Rastadt are
pacific. TheFrenchDirectoryseemalittlealarmedat
the state of things in An~erica, and desirousof reconciliation. Therehasbeenanembargolaid
in France on
American ships.”
“All the letters from Italy [August
roth] announce a
victory over the French in the Mediterranean.”
“ A newspaperfromPhiladelphiahasbeenshownto
me [August q t h ] with the form of a law now in agitation
( i t . ,when the^ paper was printed), being a declaration of
mat against France. Captain Barclay tells
me that Genof the American army
eral Washington takes command
of fifty
thousand
men. Some
privateers
are
already
brought in.”
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(‘T d a y [August zoth] the accounts from the fountainhead in France show that they wish to avoid a war with
AmericaItseemscertainthatNelsonhasovertaken
Bonaparte and had a successful action, but the particulars
are yet unknown.”
It appears now [August zgth] that the French, under
Bonaparte, have reached Alexandria without accident and
taken possession of it. The Directory have taken off the
embargoonAmerican
vessels, but that is notpublicly
known. They have also applied to the Dutch
tobecome
mediatorswith
America. ByaccountsfromFrankfort
it would seem that a war is like to take place between the
Emperor and France.”
“To-day [August srst]Mr. Parish and I go on board two
we shall go infor
ships. TheonecalledtheOcean
America ; examine the accommodations for ourselves and
horses, and see the captain of the ship, who recommends
a man to furnishmewith
stores. Thecaptain is rather
an assuming man, who must be kept off. On further acquaintanceheshowshimself
off as a most disagreeable
and impertinent fellow ; so me break with him, and must
look out for anothership.
Mr. Parishgoesto
look at
other ships and finds none which are convenient, and, as
the captain is coming to and offers for thirty guineas additional to accede to our terms, it is finally decided that
the Ocean is to receive 11s.”
“The news to-day [September rqth] are that the French,
who had landed from .eight to twelve thousand men
in
Ireland early in September, have made some progress i n
Ireland and repulsed General Lake, but Lord Cornwallis
was collecting in force to surroundthem.Thepeople
have not joined them in ‘anynumbers. Call on the Duchess of Cumberland to-day. She is, ,as usud,,sharp as vinegar. She seems to have been born in the Opposition.”
,
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“We hear [September rgth] that the French troops
in
Ireland have surrendered at discretion.”
“There isanaccountarrived[September
21st] that
Nelson has destroyed the French fleet in the Bay of Alexandria, that Bonaparte’s army has suffered both from the
of theNile,andthat,the
Arabsandbyaninundation
GrandSeigneurhasdeclaredwaragainstFrance,All
this taken together (though
possible) is too much to be
believed. The first article is not unlikely, and, should it
be verified, may have given ground for the
last, but the
overflowings of the Nile are phenomena so regular that
Bonaparte cannot,be ignorant of them, and the Arabs are
too far from the Nile to render credible a catastrophe in
which both take a share.”
“The account of the destruction of the French fleet is
confirmed [Septemberzzd]and
of thewarbetweenthe
Turks and the French.”
“The English mail [October rst] brings nonews except
the sailing of the Brest fleet, destined unquestionably for
Ireland. Itcameoutafterthegale
of the 12th, which
drove Admiral Bridport from his station.”
“The German paper [October zd] contains the details
was one of the
of Admiral Nelson’s victory. The attack
boldest and the victory one of the greatest ever obtained
or made. TheFrench,thoughbeaten,
werenotdishonored. Their resistance was exceeded only by the assault.
The Turk has declared war. Naples is to be invaded, and
thus the east of Europe is leagued against the great
nation-great
in her enterprise, great in her resource, and
greatincrime.Whethershe
will begreatinherfali
remains to be decided.”
has sub“The gale which has blown for several days
sided [October 3d], and the sea grown smoother. All’our
effects are sent on board of the ship, and at ten o’clock I
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receive notice that we must go on board early to-morrow
morning.”
This morning 3t nine [October 4th] we go on bmud a
boat, and foiloy the ship down to the road
of Gluckstadt.
Very fine weather, with easterly wind. The ship gets under way, and we partwith ourfriendLeray,which
is,
after all preparation, a painful thing for his wife. We deceive her, therefore, and he is off before she knows a word
of the matter. We come to a little to the eastward of Cuxhaven, as the darkness preventsus from seeing the buoys.”
By the 7th of October the Ocean and her small party
. of passengersfairlystartedonthevoyage,which,with
,
allthechanges
of wind andweather,thehigh-running
seas,which ‘ I tumbled everything topsy-turvy and made
sleep and rest impossible,” was to last until the first day of
December. OnSunday,October14th,thesea
was so
rough that Morris says: “ I am obligedtokeep
my bed
to-day and yesterday, because
of its being impossible to
convenientlyquit it. One of
my
horsesisdead.They
had placed the poor animal
in such a situation that one
of the ship’s bolts WRS directly behind his rump, and at
every send of the sea it gored him, and that for several
so that his mangled flesh
daysbeforeitwasdiscovered,
mortified. A few days later another of my horses dies of
his bruises, and is committed to the waves.”
“ A t noon to-day [October soth] we are stopped by the
Agincourt for about an hour and a
half. The Admiral is
out cruising, with a number of frigates. He tells us there
areagreat,number
of cruisers,BritishandAmerican,
along our coast, to protect the commerce against French
privateers. We get an observation this day, and find our
latitude 46’ 48’. Thelongitude, by my computation, is
42’28’ 37”. The Agincourt is three days from St. John’s.
The officerwho came on board would not tell
us their
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reckoning of longitude, but they had light winds thefirst
two days. One of theboat’s crew says they had soundings
,yesterday at three o’clock on the bank. This must be the
outer bank, and as that is in 47’ N. and 45’ W., it would
agree with my reckoning.”
<‘Yesterday [November11th1 we had scarce wind enough
to keep the ship steady, and it kept veering about till, towards evening, it got to the north-northeast, andwe went
so highthat
ontillnearmidnight,whenithadrisen
a
thecaptain laid theship to. Thismorningthereis
heavy sea going, and a Frenchman, who had shipped as a
seaman, fell fromtheshroudsintotheseaandwas
drowned ; for, though they threw him a rope and he got
hold of it, he had not strength to keep
his hold. On examining his chest they find a great deal of clothes of a
kind much finer than is generally used by seamen.
His
manners, they say, were mild and gentle, and that he was
not a good sailor ; from all which it is to be conjectured
that he had seen better
days, and adds one more to the
numerous victims of the French Revolution.”
‘(1 fijad [November ~ g t h ]that the captain has not above
twenty days’ provisionsleftforhis
crew, and we have
something more than five hundred miles before we are up
with the Hook.”
“ A t midnight[November agth] thematetoldme
we
were on soundings, and from the account of the currents
we ought to have been so, but this morning we can get
no bottom. I am therefore determined to trouble myself
n o more with keepinga reckoning, since either currents, or,
of the men at the helm,
what is more probable, the inability
render all calculation little more than mere conjecture.”
“ To-day [November~ o t h we
] seea schooner fromBlock
Island, so we stand on for Montauk Point,’ with a view of
getting into Rhodes Island Harbor.”
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The question on the
1st of December was whether to
run blindly on and try
to make Montauk Point, with
a
view to getting into Rhode Island Harbor, or be surprised
by a changeof wind to the northwest, which would “oblige
the Ocean to seek refuge in the West Indies.” Quite uncertain where he was and what to do, the captain applied
to Morris for advice. “ I tell him that if I were in his situation, wanting provisions, I would certainly run into the
I couldsecure myself against
first port orplacewhere
beingblown
off; that I think,moreover,thepassage
through the Sound is a very safe one.” Just at this moment a schooner from Baltimore informed the captain
of
the Ocean of his positian regarding Montauk Point, and
thateveningthevessel
was safelyanchored in Rhode
IslandHarbor.Dirtyweather,
snow, andrainmadethe
voyage through the Sound for some days impossible; and
it was not until the 12th of December, after innumerable
worries and anxieties, that the party, having transferred
themselves and their luggage to another vessel, started for
delays, by reason of the
New York. Hereagainthe
weather and inefficient and drunken seamen, we% to the
last degree harassing.
“ W e had hopes of getting off last night, but were deceived, and so must build up a new fabric of hope for the
nighttocome.
Pati-ence, patience,”Morris says, inthe
diary of the xzth, but the hope was again futile, for after
“a tediousanddangerous
busireachingPointJudith,
ness,” they were obliged t o put back to Newport, there to
remain till the 19th, when they made R new departure.
“ This morning [December z6th] is employed by me in
sleeping,as I wasawakealllastnight,partlyfromthe
tempest and partly from
my care of little Poupon, Madome Leray’s child, whose nurse brought him
to meto
keep out of the waterwith which her bed was overflowed.”
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“ W e have a tumbling night. Friday and Saturday [December 21st and z,zd], we make some progress, but come
to anchor each night, owing to snow-storms and darkness.
On Sunday the23d we get off Throgg’s (or Frog’s) Point,
and, the wind serving us, we reach New York at half an
hourafter two. Many of myfriendscome on board to
see me. With Mr. Constable I go and take lodgingsin the
Government House. After dinner many friends come, and
it seems as if I were not an unwelcome guest in my native
country.
Colonel
Hamilton,
now
General
Hamilton,
comes, whom I am veryglad to see. I takeoccasion to
let them know early my intention to lead a private life.”
“ I sitdowntowrite[December
nsth], butaminterruptedby a succession of visitors. Myfarmer,Gibson,
comes to state in some degree the situation
of my farm.
Dinewith Mr. Church.GeneralHamiltoncomeswith
me, and tells me the state of our affairs. H e wishes me to
take a share in the administration.”
‘<Dine at Colonel Troup’s [December zgth], who is still,
asever, a pleasant, laughing fellow. Stay late and sup,
which is not wise.”
‘‘ Mr. Lowcallsthismorning[December
soth], and
takes me to his seat in Trinjty Church, where
Mr. Bache
T h e newsiscome
that
preaches a theologicalsermon.
the French Brest fleet has been defeated without effecting
a landing in Ireland, that Booaparte’s transports are
destroyed, and that his army is reduced to ten thousand
men.
This last part is, I fancy, premature.”.
“ To-day [January sth] I dine at home and go afterdinner to my house at
Morrisania,where I a-rrive at dusk,
after an absenceof above ten years.”
With apparently n o regret for the gay life
of foreign
courts, in which he had moved so long, Morris threw himself with all his natural energy into the affairsof his farm.

.
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He rebuilthis house, whichhe f o d ia a n unfitconuticies of furniture he had
dition .to receive the many
brought home with frim, andpersonallyinspectedthe
stones for the house as they were taken from the quarry
on +&farm. He laid out roads, superintended their construction himself, and in the course of the summer made
himself quite familiar with the large farm of fifteen hundred acres which he sotnetimes said he had ‘‘ rashly ” undertaken to improve. Inthespring
of 1799 (April16th)
MorrisjourneyedtoPhiladelphia,stoppingalongthe
His object in Philadelphia
route to visit variobs friends.
\vas to visit his old friend Robert Morris, the
financierthen inprisonfor
debt-with
whom he had been so
closely associated before he left America, and whose affairs had taken him to Europe.
(‘I am strongly affected,” Morris says, ‘Lby the situation
of my poor friend, and he seems equally so. Mrs. Morris,
who is with him, puts on an airof firmness which she cennotsupport,and was wrong to assume.” The next day
Morris dined with his friends in the prison. “ Morris and
hisfamily,” he says of them, “are in high spirits, and
I
keep them so by a very lively strain of conversation, but
see, with infinite concern, that, his mind is more made u p
to hissituationthan
I couldhavebelieved.
Mr. Ross
speaks to me of Robert Morris‘s situation, and sayshe be-’
haved very ill. Mr. Fitzsimmons tells me that he is completelyruined by advances to Robert Morris. Another
man has sunk $80,000 in the vortex. Mr. Morris tells me
that my share of the Genesee lands has swept off what I
owed to him, without which I should have been considerably in his debt.”
“ T h e Chevalier d’Orlbans comes to me [May ld], and
I deliver him a biank form of attorney and a certificate
of citizenship. GeneralDickinson,with
whom I dine,
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seems desirous of knowing whether I intend to marry.
I
am toid that Miss Dickinson’s family wish me to espouse
her. She is spokenof as a veryfine young woman, andI answer, in general terms, that such
a thing is not impossible.”
Here was an opportunity most congenial to the matchm d f g mamma,%andnot to be lost, if possible. But this
courtier wa5 proof for svme years longer rg;ainst the beseiging friendly enemy, and the charms
of Miss Bayard
and of Miss Schuylerfailedtocarrythefortressthathad
already resisted the blandishments of the ladies of France.
Morris quietly went on with his work at Morrisania, and
kept his houseopento
all comers,fromtheChevalier
dOrl6ans and his suite to the poorest man who wanted a
dinner. Apropos of M. d’orlians, Morris makes an entry
i n his diary to this effect:
M. d’Orl6ans’
“Yesterday my coachmanoverturned
chair, so I must dismiss him.”
Morris’s friends pressed him hard to engage
in public
life ; ‘i which I decline,” he says, “ though they assure me
it is deemed necessary by all my friends. Hamilton tells
me I must take an active partin our public affairs, for that
theAnti-Federalists
are determinedtooverthrow
our
Constitution.This
is a painful idea, every way.” But,
apparently, superintending the gathering in of the apples,
’ the cutting up of hogs and beef and storing them, wholly
occupiedMorris’stime,andthenovelty
of thework
at least.It
was,
satisfied hisambition,forthemoment
however, not for long that he
was allowed to indulge’ in
so congenialtohistaste,foron
thesebucolicpursuits,
Thursday, December 19, 1799,the news of Washington’s
death came, and at the same moment a request from the
corporation of New York that Morris should pronouoce
thefuneraloration.“Thisrequest,”he
says, = i s distressing, and I pray time till to-morrow to consider.”
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“.OnSunday [December 29th) Mr. and Mrs. Hammond
andtheChevalierd’Orl6ansandhisbrethrenpassthe
I am told
evening here. I read my oration for them, as
no tickets will be given.”
eleven o’clock this morning (December
31stl I go
to St, Paul’s Church. The procession does not arrive till
after three, and we do not get away till six. Pronounced
my oration badly.”
“To-day[January
st] I have a number of visitors,
amongthemadeputationfromthe‘Cincinnati,’to
request a copy of n3y oration for the press. This morning I
had already sentit, on a request of the Common Council, to
the Recorder. Dine at General Hamilton’s. I hear that the
anti-federal faction are to consider my oration as too cold.”
The condition of public affairsvery deeply interested
Morris, notwithstanding his disinclination to take an active
part in them, and it was his earnest hope that Washington
might still be induced to leave the quietof Mount Vernon
andresumehisplaceintheforerank.Althoughthoroughly understanding and appreciating Washington’s desire for rest and tranquillity after his stirring and responsible life, Morrisstillthought
it hardlyrightthat
he
should leavethehelmof
the Stateatsuch
a stormy
moment.Withthe
desire, therefore of modifying, if not
public
alteringWashington’sdeterminationtoabandon
life, Morr? urgently appealed to him to reconsider his decision. This letter, the last Morris wrote to his life-long
friend, was dated at Morrisania, December
9, 1799,scarcely
two weeks before Washington’s death, and is as follows :
“During a late visit to New York I learnt that the leading characters (even in Massachusetts) consider Mr. A d a m
as unfit for the office he now holds. Without pretending
to decide on the merits of that opinion, which will operate
alike, whether well o r ill founded, it appeared -necessary to
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namesomeother
person. You willeasilyconceivethat
hispredecessor was wishedforandregretted.
Mor will
YOU be surprised that the doubt whether he will again accept should have excited much concern, for you are
so perfectly acquainted with the different characters in America,
and with the opinions which prevail respecting them, that
you must be convinced, however painful the conviction,
that should you decline no man will be chosen whom you
would wish to see in that high office. Believing, then, that
I beg leave
the dearest interestsof our country are at stake,
to speak with you freely on this subject.
“ N Oreasonable man can doubt that after a life of glo-i
rious labor you must wish for repose ; and it would not
be surprising that a wish so natural should, by frequent
disappointment, have acquired the force
of passion. But
is the retirement, in the strict senseof the word, a possible
thing? and is the half-retirement which you may attain to
more peaceful than public
life ? Nay, has it not the disadvantage of le‘aving you involvedinmeasuresyoucan
? Anotherquestionsuggests.
neitherdirectnorcontrol
itself fromanother view of the subject.Willyounot,
when the seat of government is in your neighborhood, enjoy moreretirement as President of theUnitedStates
than as General of the Army. And in thesame view,
again, another question arises. May not
your acceptance
be the needful means of fixing the government in that
seat?Thereis
a moreimportantconsideration.
Shall
the .past treasure of your fame be committed to
the uncertainty of events, be exposed
to the attempts of envy,
and subject to the spoliation of slander I From envy and
is safebutthegrave,and
you must
slandernoretreat
not yet hide yourself behind that bulwark. As to
the influence sf events, if there be a human being who may
look themfairlyinthe
face,you are the man. . ,
.
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“Recollect, sir, that each occasion which has brought
has been to you the means
you back on the public stage
of newandgreater
glory. If GeneralWashington had
notbecomememberoftheConvention,hewouldhave
been considered only as the defender and not as the legislator of his country. And if the President of the Convenof the United States, he
tionhad not become President
wouldnothaveaddedthecharacter
of a statesmanto
those of patriot and hero. Your modesty may repel these
titles, but Europe has conferred them, and the world will
setitsseal
of approbationwhen, in thesetempestuous
times, your country shall have again confided the helm of
her affairs to your steady hands. But you may say that you
standindirectlypledgedtoprivate
life. Surely,sir, you
to the extent of
neither gave nor meant to give such pledge
possiblecontingencies.Theacceptance
of yourpresent
office provesthatyoudid
not.Nay,
youstandpledged
by all your former conduct that, when circumstances arise
which shall require it, you will act again. These circumstances seem to be now imminent, and it is meet that you
consider them on the broad ground of your extensive information.Ponderthem,
I pray,and,whatevermaybe
thedecision,pardonnlyfreedomandbelieveme,truly
yours.”
Morris was not long left to enjoy the tranquil and congenial pleasures of Morrisania. The presidential election
his
was impending,constantdemandsweremadeon
time for opinions and advice, and in the month of April,
1800,he was elected United States Senator ; “which,” he
remarkedwhen
told of his election, ‘(is unfortunate.”
Onthesubject
of theforthcomingelectionhewrote
on January16thtoAlexanderHamiltonthefollowing
letter, in which he stated his opinion that “the idea that
the division of the votes would bring
on the aristocrats
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whocallthemselvesdemocratstovoteforBurr
is un:
founded.” And he continues
“Were it otherwise, a number of federalists, that is, of
republicans, would urge the experiment. The conviction
that they mill not abandon their Inan may induce the republicans to unite witMhe adversary and give Mr. Jefferson an unanimous vote. I have hinted that, should they
find the opposition to him ineffectual, it might be advisable openly to declare that, ‘unable to estimate the respective merits of the candidates, whose virtues they are equally
tgnorant of, the republicans will join in the choice of the
personwhom
theymaydesignate.’Underpresent
circumstancesthisappearstomethebestexpedientfor
of publicopinion,
avoidingallresponsibilityatthebar
and that is important. For, let the choice fall as i t may,
many will bedispleased.
The present moment is indeed
of high interest, but prudence seems to be more necessary
thananything else-not
the cold qualitywhichavoids
mistakes, buttheactivevirtuewhichcorrectsthe
evil
of mistakes already made.
Nil desperadum.”
DuringtheyearthatMorrishadbeenat
home’ he
seems to havefoundnoleisureforhiscorrlspondence,
which hadalwaysbefore
so fullyre-enforcedhis
diary.
However, making his oration at Washington‘s funeral the
excuse ‘for communicating with his friends in Europe, t o
the Princesse de la Tour et Taxis he wrote, in January,
expressing the hope that
“ t h e lovely Princess will perhaps recollect dergute EngZander, who retains a deep sense
ofherkindness.
He takes the liberty
of sending her a
piece which has the merit of truth, and may convey some
idea Qf a man of whom it may be
truly said, ‘ Take hi,m
forall in all; wene’er shalllookuponhislike
again.’
Will you, lovely princess, remember
t o his Ratisbdh acquaintance the man of t’other world, and do him the jus-
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tice to believe that he loves you.sincerely. Mille et mille
choses des plus amiables A S. A.”
To the Duke of Montrose he also wrote later, begging
his acceptance of the enclosed oration ; “not,” he says, “as
p piece of fine corrrposition, but as a picture of the man it
describes, and as a slight testimonial of my respect and
attachment. If I supposed Her Grace to have any
recollection of me, I would entreat you to present her mcs hornvzaga. Say a thousand things for me to Colonel Graham
when you see him, and believe me, my lord, etc.”
Sending his oration to Count Woronzow,hebegged
him to accept “la copie ci-jointe dlune oraison funkbre que
j’aiprononcCe il y a quelquetemps.Qued’kvdnements
depuisque j’ai eulebonheurdevousvoir
! Dam ce
pays-ci, on ne se lasse point d’admirer votre Souwarow et
lesmilliersde hCros qu’ilmbne A la victoire. En regardant un prince, juste et magnanime, A la t&ted’une nation.
peutplus
dont I s fidCIit.4 dispute A la bravoure, onne
nier que dans les monarchies les plus confirmCes, comme
dans les rbpubliques les mieux organis&es, on trouve des
vertusetdegrandes
qualitks. Danslesunspourtant
commedans las autres, il est rwe, mon chercomte,de
rencontrer c,ette rrmiti6 qui vous distingue et qui vous fait
aimer par ceux qui vous entourent presqu’ autant qu’on
respecte vos talents, votre genie et votre caractere. Adieu ;
croyez A tout mon attachement.” *

* TRANSLATION.“The enclosed is the copy ofra funeral oration 1 pronounced a short time ago. What events since I had the pleasure of reading
your last letter ! In this country everyone admires your Souwarow and tha
thousands of heroes he leads to victory. When one sees B just and magnanimous prince at the head of a nation the fidelity of which equals its
bravery, one c a m & deny that in the strictest monarchies, as in the bed organized republics, there are to b e found virtues and lofty qualities. In either
the one or the otherit is rare to find such friendship as yours, my dear Count
-a feeling whieh gains for you almost as much love a your talents, genius,
and cparacter win respect Good-by. Believe in my attachmeat
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During the minter of 1800,Morris, previous to his election to, the Senate, made a journey toAlbany, and through
the northern part qf New York State, to investigate the
condition of large tracts of lands owned by him and others, andtomakearrangementsforsellingthe
farms.
Falls,
Leaving
Albany
he
pushed
on
toward
Glens
through a part of thecountrywhichhe
had notseen
since the year 1777, when it was almost a wilderness.
“And now,” the diary mentions, ‘‘ they begin, I am told,
on some farms to feel the
loss of wood. I t isnow very
thickiy settled, and the banks of the river are covered for
miles with timber and boards.
All day I see a number of
the settlers on my lands.We
fix the terms of purchase,
and they are to decide in May or June next. We put up
at McMaster’s Inn, at or near Ballston. There is here also
a mineral spring, which has more
of fixed air. in it than
the Saratoga spring, which, of course, has more reputation. I t is, moreover,nearertothesettlements.There
are already several houses built here for the accommodation of visitors. O u r landladytellsmetheyhad
a t one
time last summer eighty lodgers in this house. At dinner
we have oysters, which are brought hither by traders.from
Connecticut. I t is not yet twentyseven years since I at-.
tendedthesale of land in this place at auction
in Mew-,
York. It was then a wilderness, The American War
broke out shortly after, and it was not until the year 1785
thatthesettlements commenced. Inthisshortspace
of
fifteen years a whole region
is converted from a wilderness into a settled country. Already in this neighborhood
fuelisbeginningtogrow
scarce,andalreadyindustry
ministers to luxury by bringing oysters near two hundred
Had immiles from the sea. This isindeedwonderful..
aginatien pictured anything like. i t twenty years .?go, he,
who .would have .ventured,to express .an: idea SO, .fanciful
VOL. Ir.-zS
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would have been deemed a madman. Yet here is a reality
which exceeds the most extensive sketch to which imagination could have soared.
As we descend, southward, we
cross various roads by which the people of New England
roam into the Western world, and on every road they are
met with.”
was at home again, busily forEarly in March Morris
warding the building of his house, but not neglecting to
notein the diary of March rgth, that “ t h e new French
as far as we can underConstitution has arrived, which,
stand it, is the government of a single man, who is said
to be Bonaparte.”
O n Friday the 2dof May, 1800, Morris left Morrisania
for Philadelphia, to assume his duties in the Senate of the
United States. The last drawing-room
of the season was
held by thePresident’s wife theday of hisarrival.
“ I
go,’’he says, “and there is a good deal of company. I find
that my office of Senator attracts a good deal of that respect which, in my opinion, it does not deserve ; but it is
so far pleasant as it shows the Government to
be well in
also, the persons in
the opinion of the public. Possibly,
whom I remark it are in office, or wishing to be so. I am
already tired of it. On my return from the drawing-room
we stop at Meredith’s,andthen,attherequest
of my
nephew Lewis, who accompanied me, I go to his lodgings,
where Mr. Sedgwick is smoking and swinging in a seat
with his heels on the table. He continues his attitude and
occupation, which to a man of European ideas would appear a marked contempt.
I know it is not so, but if my
headwere in the way of beingturnedbyrespectthis
would be a wholesome check to it.”
“To-day [May 3d] I go to the Senate.
The New York
e1ectio.n has been carried by the democrats, and it is from
thence concluded that Jefferson will be the President.”
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‘‘ It is said [May13th] that Mr. JeffersonandMr.
* tells me that
Adamshavemadeacoalition.Liston
Adams is the most passionate, intemperate man he ever
hadanythingto
do with.Hisimprudence
is RS notorious. Burr,they
say, is tobeappointedMinister
of
War.”
On May14th, theSenateadjourned,tomeetnextat
Washington,andMorriswentbackto
his quiet life at
Mowisania,wherefishingandsailingwereamonghis
keenestpleasures.InJulyheagainmadeajourney
of NewYorkState,and,byriver
intothewilderness
of forests,hetravelleduntilhe
and lake through miles
of the soil for high
cametoMontreal.Thepossibilities
garden-cultivation, the climate, and the scenery all united
t o inspire himwithhopesforthebrilliantfuture
of a
State which, he says, “ will probably take a foremost place
during the present century.” After a few days at
Montreal, spent among friends, Morris pushed on,
up the St.
Lawrence and up the Genesee River, far into the wilderness
toinspect his lands ; “through a country
which is, on
thewhole,”he
says, (‘the finest I ever saw. A river
whose banksarecomposed
of therichest land, asky
bright,anatmospherebrilliant,
fish and game in abundance and of the best quality, what more could one ask? ”
Morris’reached Niagara Falls the 29th of August, following theriverfromitsmouth,‘Loversteep
hills and
through morasses, under E broiling sun, till we attain the
TabIe Rock. This is a continuation of that through which
is precipitated, and like
or, rather, over which, the river
that, too, is excavated by its waters. Judge Hamilton, who
is with me, tells me that he and Mr. Stedman have observed that in the course of twenty-sevenyears, during
which they have resided here, the river
has worn away
*British Minister to the United States.
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about twenty yards of the rock, retiring the fsrlls so much
farther westward ; and he concludes, from various appearances, that originally it was at the place where the landing now is. I t is a stupendous object ; I do not pretend
to judge the quantity of water, but it is a large river and
falls from a great height.”
to ,Montreal,made in muchthe
Thereturnjourney
same way, by the lake, was not without a spice of danger
from shipwreck. On the 20th of September I‘ we find w r ’selves,” says the diary, ‘ I at Montreal, having had a wet
time from Lachine to this place.”
“Dine at Sir John Johnston’s [September zqth], and I
dance (Le., hobble) in the evening. The party is so small
as to excuse a part of the ridiculousness of this attempt.
On Thursday we dine at the Beaver Club, a society composed of persons who have traveiled far i n t o the country
to purchasefurs.Wehave
from one of themembers a
speech in theIndianlanguage.Theyallunderstand,
andmany of themspeak it. We have alsosome of the
songs of the voyageurs and boatmen. I am seated next to
Mr. Henry,who is bysenioritythepresident.Hetells
me he was at Detroit in the year 1761,and has followed
that business eversince. When he first became acquainted
in their persons
with the Indians they were cleanly both
and in their houses, but now they are very filthy, being
depravedbythe
use of rum. Mr. McGillivrayhasfrequentlyobserved to m e that the attempt to tame and civilize,them is vain, for that they are always the worse for it,
and the Christian Indians the worst of 2111. He says that
in,their commerce they keep them .IS much RS. possible
from rum, and that the nationswho have not got the habit
of it-are not fond of it at first. H e has a high opinion of
the 1ndian.s in their natural state; bui Mr. .Henry tells me
to-day that those who know the Indians best like them
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least; that it is camrnon to be pleased with them at first,
but in the event they are found tobe perfidious.”
Leaving Montreal, Morris journeyed through the woods
to the head of Lake George, where he arrived on October
3d, and heard the first news that had reached him.in many
weeks,some
friendstellinghimthat
“ t h e negotiation
between FranceandAmerica
is suspendedinconsequence of thehighdemand
of M. Bonaparte.”Reaching Albany on the gth, the latest
newswhichhadbeen
brought from New York the night before was to the effect that “ the French do not come into such terms as our
conlmissioners can offer and, the negotiation is said to be
finished. I amtoldthattheAnti-Jacohinreviewersin
London speak very ill of my oration.”
The memory of this visit to what was then the Far West
lingered long with Morris, wllo was always an enthusiastic lover of nature, and months afterward [January 20thj
a glowhe gave to his friend John Parish, then in London,
ing description of the climate and of the country, with a
sort of prophetic insight into the future.
“ There is,” he wrote, “ a brilliance in o u r atmosphere
you can have no idea of, except by going to Italy, or else
by viewing one of Claude Lorraine’s best landscapes, and
persuading yourself that t h e light there exhibited is a just
though faint copy of nature. I believe there is much more
water in the St. Lawrence than in the Danube at Vienna.
Of the rapids I can say nothing ; still less can I pretend to
convey to you the sentiment excited bya view of the lake.
I t is to all purposes of human vision an ocean : the same
majesticmotion,too,inits
billows. .
To form a
faint idea of the Cataract of Niagara, imagine that you
saw the Firth of Forth rush wrathfully down a steep descent, leap foaming over a perpendicular rock one hundred and seventy feet high, then
flow away in the
sem-

. .
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blance of milk from a basin of emerald A quiet, gentle
streamleavestheshores
of a countrylevelandfertile,
andalong the banks of thisstream we proceedtoFort
EPie. Here again the boundless waste
of waters fills the
mind with renewed astonishment, and here,
as in turning
a point of wood the lake broke on my view, I saw riding
at anchor nine vessels, the least of them above a hundred
tons. Canyoubringyourimaginationto
realize this
scene ? Doesit not seem like magic ? Yet this nmgic is
but t h e early effort of victoriousindustry.Hundreds
of
large ships will, in no distant period, bound on the billows
of these inland seas. At this point commences a navigation of morethanathousand
miles. Shall I lead your
of incredulity? I will.
astonishment uptotheverge
Know, then,thatone-tenth
of theexpenseborneby
Britain in thelastcampaignwouldenableshipsto
sail
fromLondonthroughHudson’sRiverintoLakeErie.
As yet, my friend, we onlycrawlalongtheouteredge
of our country. The interior excels the part
we inhabit
in soil, in climate, in everything.
“The proudest empire in Europe is but a bubble compared to what America wiL2 be, must be, in the course of
two centuries-perhaps
of one.
Forty
years
ago
all
America could not, without bills of credit, raise one rnillion of dollars to defend themselves against an enemy
at
their doors. Now, in profound peace, the taxes bring into
the treasury, without strain or effort, above ten
millions.
Intheyear
1760 there was not,perhaps,amillion
of
speciedollars in thiscountry.Atpresentthebanks
of
Philadelphia alone have above ten millions to dispose
of
l e y o d the demand.
“ I heard it remarked,manyyears
ago, aswonderful
that in 1760 there were in privateers sailing from America
as many seamen as there had been on board of the Royd
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Navy of Elizabeth. Is it less wonderful that our present
tonnage should be equal to that of all the British dominions atthe accession of GeorgetheSecond ?
. . If
we go forward, not with sextuple but merely quadruple
ratio for twomoreperiods
of twenty years, beginning
with two millions sterling we have, for 1 8 2 0 , eight millions,
and for 1840 more than thirty nlillions sterling of revenue,.
raised from a population which may then amount t o near
thirty millions of. so.uls.* This, indeed, seems impossible,
of the
but did it not seem equally impossible at the close
Seven Years’ W a r that the net revenue of British America
should exceed two millions sterling by the end of the cenof Lontury ? Had this been asserted on the Exchange
don in the year 1760, would it not have been laughed
at?
In 1780”but whither am I going?
‘(If you were on this side the Atlantic I should greatly
come.
You will shiver,along
rejoice, but you won’t
through German and Scotch summers, consoling yourself
for the tediousness of J u n e by the long, snug, comfortable
evenings of January. You tell me, my friend, that I must
join you, and, particularly, must take u p my residence in
you reflected thatthere ismore of
London.Buthave
real society in one week at Neustedent than in a London
a tediousmorning, a great dinner,
year? Recollect that
a boozy afternoon,makethesumtotal
of English life.
It is admirablefor young menwhoshoot;hunt,drink,
and-but for u s ! howare we to dispose of ourselves ?
No. Were I to giveyouarendezvousinEurope,it
should be on the Continent.
I respect, as you know, the
English nation highly, and love many individuals among
them, but I do not love their manners. They are perhaps
x
too pure,buttheyarecertainlytoo
cold for my taste.

.

*The census of 1800 showed a population, in theUnited States, O f 5,308,483.
t The residence of Mr. Parish, near Hamburg.
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The Scotch are more agreeable to me, but, were the manners of those countries as pleasant as the people are respectable, I should never be reconciled to their summers.
Comparetheuninterruptedwarmthandsplendor
of
America from the 1st of ,May to the last of September,
and her autumn truly celestial, with your shivering June,
August, sometimes warm butoften wet,
your July and
youruncertainSeptember,yourgloomyOctober,your
dismalNovember ; comparethesethings,andthensay
how a man who prizes the charms of nature can think of
making the exchange.
If you were t o pass one autumn
six months to
with us you would not give it for the best
be found in any other country, unless, indeed, you should
get tired of fine weather.”
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CHAPTER XLI.
Morris goesto Washington, Sitsin the Senate. Presidential election.
Treaty with France, Letter to Hamilton. Letter to James Leray.
Jefferson elected President. Disconcerting proposition from Lafayette in regard to a loan. Letter to M. Labarte. A most unpleasant
episode with the Lafayettes.

NTuesday,NovemberIzth,MorrisleftMorrisania
forWa,shington,to.occupyhisseat
in theUnited
States Senate. It required no ordinary patience, and, one
might even add,pluck, to make the journey to Washington
in the year 1800. To travel in the ordinary stage-coacha wretched vehicIe like a box, mounted on springs, to be
sure, but without doors, windows, or any, protection from
wind and weather but heavy leather curtains, which were
rol1ed.upwhentheday
was fine-was anythingbut a
pleasure. To travel in one‘s own carriage was at least to
be free from the companionship of ten other passengers,
but the discomforts of the inns and the terrors of the bad
roads were nonethelesstobedreaded.Theroad
between PhiladelphiaandBaltimoreseemsto
have been
more thanordinarilydangerous.The
ruts appearedto
be nearly bottomless; and so much danger was there of
the coach upsetting that the driver
would, before enteringone of the boles, request his passengers to move, first
to the right’ then to the
left, to prevent a catastrophe.
Morrismadethejourneyineleven
days, withonlya
at
Having
finally arrived the
at
short stop Philadelphia.
seat of government; through an interminable forest with
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only a few log-cabins scattered here and there, he found
thetownscarcelyhabitable.
A travellerwhohadseen
Washington in 1796 declared that, but for the President’s
it
house and the Capitol, he never should have supposed
could be a city. There seems to have been one good inn,
and here Morris put up, having first taken the precaution
to furnish him
tomakeabargainwiththeinnkeeper
twocords
of hickory-woodateightdollarsper
cord.
“This,” he says, “ the landlord promises to do, if he can
get a team to hire.” T h i s was a most important “if,” for,
although there were endless forests up to the very doors,
to cutandhaul
wood to the unnoonecouldbegut
fortunate public servants who found themselves doomed,
for a time at least, to live in such a wilderness. Graphically, but in a playfullysatiricalvein,Morrisdescribes
the future capital of the United States in the following
letter to the Princesse de la Tour et Taxis, written, December ~ q t h from
,
Washington :
“ J e faisici,”
he says, ‘‘ lemetierdesenateur,et
m‘amusenonchalamment B voir les petites intrigues, les
fier et
follesespCrances et les vains‘projetsdel’animal
fiible qui s’appellehomme.
I1 ne nousmanque ici que
maisons, caves, cuisines, hommes instruits, femmes aimablesetautrespetites
bagatelles decette
espkce, pour
que notre ville soitparfaite ; car on peut s’y promener
dejatoutcommedansleschampsetles
bois,et, vu la
forte gelCe, l’air enest tr&s pur.J’en
jouis plus qu’un
autre, puisque ma chambre se remplit de fumCe dhs qu’on
f e r a el a porte. S’il vous prenaitdoncenviedevenir
vivre A Washington, pour vous confirmer dans un projet
aussi beau, je m‘empresse de
vous assurer que la pierre
de taille y abonde, qu’onpeut y cuire d’excellentes briques,
qu’il n’y manque pas d’emplacements pour des hatelsmagnifiques, que des canaux projetCs pourront y amener un
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grand commerce, que la richesse qui en est
la suite naturelle doit y attirer les beaux arts
;enfin, que c’est la ville du
monde oh on peut le mieux vivre-dans l’avenir, Comme
je ne suis pas, pourtant, de ces bonnes gens qui seront 13
post6rit6, j’aimerais assez changer pour la ville de Ratisbon, puisque j’aurnis alors le bonheur de vous voir e t de
vous rCitkrer, de rive voix, les assurances de mon respect
et de mon attachement.” *
Writing to another friend of the peculiarities of life in
Washington, he says: “ The society of this capital would
be pleasant if thecommunicationswereless
difficult ;”
and in his diary he speaks of going to dine with Colonel
; intheevening,
Borroughs. “ Theweathercloudsup
coming away, my horses refuse to draw, and as I cannot
So much for
get a hack I am obliged to stay all night.
dining out in a town where a man finds himself four miles
from home, and a road-not merely deep, but dangerous, to
drive in the dark.”
His duties as senatorwerebegunbyMorrisimmediately on his arrival, with the assistance
of Mr. Liston
ia anappearand Mr. Thornton.Thesegentlemenput

* TRANSLATION.-^ busy myself here at the tradeof a senator, andamuse
myself lazily watching the petty intrigues,
the insane hopes, the worthless
projects of that weak and proud aniulal they call man.. W e only need here
houses, cellars, kitchens,scholarly men, amiablewomen, and a few other such
trifles. to possess a perfect city : for we can walk over it as we would in the
fields or the woods, and, on account of a strong frost, the air is quite pure.
I enjoy it all the more since my room fills with smoke as soon as the door is
closed. Shoulditenteryourfancyto
come and live in Washington, in
order to confirm you in so charming a project I hasten to assure you that
building-stone is plentiful, that excellent bricks are baked here, that we are
not wanting in sites for magnificentmansions, that projected canals will give
birth to R large commerce, that as a consequence riches will bring forth a
taste for the fine arts : in a word, that this is the best city in the world to live
in-in the future. But, since I do not belong to those good people who will
constitute posterity. I should prefer to be transferred
to Ratisbon, were it
only because I should then enjoy the happiness
of seeiag you andof reiterating, by word of mouth, the assuranceof my respect and of my attachment.
4
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ance, (‘and,” says he, November zzst, “we reach the Capitolinseason,andthearrival
of a senatorfromthe
southward at the same time enables us to make a house.”
The President * thenmadehisspeech.Morris
was one
of thecommitteetoanswer
it. Fivedayslatertheaddress was agreed to ; and “ I go,’’ he says, ‘(to the Ievee,
and also, as a member of the committee, to know when
and where he (the President) will receive the address. On
asking him after the when, where, ‘ In this chamber, sir, ’
was the answer, with such tone and manner as develop
fullytheold man’s character. The Germans would call
it unbiegsam.”
OnWednesdaythe
20th of Novembertheaddress
was delivered to the President‘; the next day a chaplain
was chosen. On Friday the Vice-president arrived.
“ Accountsfromdifferentquarters,”Morris
says, “seemto
show that he will not be chosen either President or VicePresident. After a small time spent in the Senate w e adjourn, according to custom.”
“On Thursday [December 11th1 I attend the committee on the question of exercising jurisdiction over theseat
of government,TheadvicesfromCarolinaputit
now
out of doubt th.at Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Burr are to b’e the
PresidentandVice-president.
Mr. Jeffersoncallsthis
evening, and we have some conversation on public affairs.
He seems apprehensive of opposition in the Senate.”
(‘It seemstobethegeneralopinion[December
zd]
that Colonel Burr will be chosen President by the House
of Representatives.Many
of themthinkithighlydangerous that Mr. Jefferson should, in the present crisis, be
placedinthat
office. Theyconsiderhim as a theoretic
man, who would bring the National Government back to

* John Adam was President, andThomas Jefferson Vice-President, of the
United States in r8oo.
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something
like
the
old
Confederation.
Mr. Nicholay
comes to-day, and to him I state,it as the opinion, not of
of serious and considerablemen,
light and fanciful but
that Burr must be preferred to Jefferson. He is, as I supposed, much wounded at this information.”
c r To-day[December
q t h ] Mr. Harpercalls,and
Mr.
Latimer.Theformer
is, he says, an intimatefriend of
Burr, and thinks it advisable for the House of Representatives to give him their voice, without asking or expecting any assurances or explanation respecting his future
administratiop. He thinks Burr’s ‘temper and disposition
give an ample security for a conduct hostile to the democratic spirit which Mr. Harper considers as dangerous to
our country, while Mr. Jefferson, he thinks, is so deeply
of government, and has so
imbuedwithfalseprinciples
farcommitted himselfin support of them, that nothing
goodcanbeexpectedfrom
him. I givehimsome reasons why it would be better for gentlemen in his House to
suspendtheirdeterminationsuntiltheycanhavemore
of the can-.
light as to the merit and probable conduct
didates.”
“Begin, to-day [December grst], the discussion
of the
Mr. Adams
‘treaty.’ O n readingit I findit very.bad.
told me that he has a letter from Mr. King telling him
that the Lord Chancellor, Lord Grenville, a n d the King,
hare assured him of their satisfaction with our treaty with
France.” *

* Three commissioners had been sent to France in the spring of 1800 to
inform the French ministers that the United States expected full indemnification for the destruction of their property by the French Republic or
its
agents ; that old treaties were no longer binding, that no alliance was to be
entered‘into, and no guarantee of the French possessions in America give&
Napoleon offered two propositions : the old treaties with full indemnity, or
new treaties with no indemnity at all. The negotiation dragged on until Seep
tember, when a convention insteadof a treaty was finally agreed on,and matters in disRute were left for future negotiation. The first three articles, which
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On the 5th of ,January Morris wrote
of the'itreaty to
Alexander Hamilton as follows :
"The convention with France will be ratified sub modo;
such, at least, is my opinion. I wish to strike out the sec; secondly, to fix alimitation of
ondandthirdarticles
time. Thesecondarticle,bysuspendingtheoperation,
admitstheexistence of formertreaties.Therestitution
of ourtrophies,stipulated
by thethird,maydampthe
spirit of ourcountry.Thatnationwhich
will permit
profit or convenience to stand in competition with honor
is onthesteepdescent
to ruin.If,
withtheexception
of those articles and a limitation of time, the convention
bemutually
ratified, I shallthinkitnobadbargain.
so curtailed and
Will the French Consul ratify it when
will
limited ? Perhaps, if his affairs areprosperous,he
not. Some gentlemen propose adding a clause to declare
that it shall not prejudice former treaties.. This appears
dangerous,because, if afterwards ratified withoutthat
clause, such ratification may be construed as an assent to
theconclusionwhichthedeclaration
was intendedto
Messrs. Jeffersonand
obviate. O n theelectionbetween
Burrthere ismuchspeculation.Some,indeedmost,
of
ourEasternfriendsarewarm
in support of thelatter,
of influand their pride is so much up about the charge
mce that it is'dangerous to quoteanopinion.Itrust
they will change, or be disappointed, for they appear to
be moved by passiononly.Ihave,moreattherequest
of others than from my own mere motion, suggested certain
considerations not quite unworthy
of attention ; but it is
dangerous to be impartial in politics. You, who
are temperate in drinking, have perhaps noticed the awkward situM o m s mentions in his letter to Hamilton, were BS foilbws : Property mptured but not*condemnedwas to be given up ; public ships taken before the
exchange of ratizications were to be released ; commerce was to be free.
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ation of a man who continues sober after the company are
drunk.Adieu,
my dearHamilton.God
bless you ‘and
send you many happy years.”
The treaty with France was the absorbing interest in
the Senate during the early daysof 1801.
I go through the treaty in the House today,” Morris
says, January 15th, “and agree to the amendments of the
committee ; some sharpness ofdebate.
Rcport the form
of aratification ; considerationpostponed.”Onthe
23d
the Senate rejected the convention with France, ‘‘ by the
intemperate passion of its friends.”. By the 26th there
mas a general desire in the House “to recede
from the
vote as it stands on the convention.
As I all along suspected, it will be reconsidered. A debate on the bill for
on it a literecting a mausoleum to Washington. Speak
tle, but with little effect.”
“ T h e Aurora,”. MorriswrotetoAlexanderHamilton,
on the 16th of January, “will have shown you the result
of our deliberations on the convention ; at least, of those
which wentto a division worthnoting.
If it sticks in
France, it will be respecting points on which the vote was
unanimous,ornearly so. As totheinduction;fromthe
words of the second article, that the old treaties subsided
though their operation was suspended, 1 think it undeniable that that, taken in consideration with other things,
would haveinvolved u s inserious difficulty. To Britain
was given certain rights, limitedby those of a similar kind
previously given to Francc.Inabolishingourtreaties
with the latter, that which we had made with the former
obtained an actual extension, which we might rightfully
restrain : for, as she was no party either to our treaties
with France or to the abrogation of them, she could not
rightfullycomplainhad
we thought- fit to re-establish
those treaties. When, therefore, acknowledging their ex-
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istence by suspending their effects generally, we particularly stipulate, and literally renew a part ; might not the
so renewed a priority? In
Frenchdemandforthepart
fact, might not France, demand that a British ship should
not bringintoourports
a Frenchprize,and
insist on
bringing in a British prize ? The privileges granted being
incompatibleandexclusive,thequestion
of priority involves everything. So muchforthat.
" Those articles (the second and third) being left
out,
the convention must be considered merely as a treaty of
peace. Thepre-existence of war is admitted,andfrom
the moment of that admission there is an end to treaties
and to claims, of restitution and indemnity.Nothing,
to be
therefore,canmakethemattermoreclearthan
Our negotiatorshuddled up a. treaty
perfectlysilent.
was t o be a general peace,qnd you, my
becausethere
goodfriend,seemtothink
we should gulp itdownbecause there is to be a general war. I took occasion early
t o declare in the Senate that we need not hurry the matter through, because, in my opinion, there would not be a
generalpeace,Circumstancesrushontosupport
my
conjecture.Doubtless'theFirstConsul,
if the dicerun,
againsthim, mill agreetoour
offer. If theyrun in his
favor he may reject it, and in like manner
he might, under such circumstances, have freed himself from any cobwebfettars. His whole conduct is a comment on that text.
" ButyouseemtofearforBritain
because shehas
This reason, my dear
brought paper money in'to fashion.
sir, is stronger against trusting her in commerce than it
is against confiding in her system of politics or war. Paper money, like ardent spirits, increases for a while the
strength, though it consumes by degrees the fat, the muscles, and tbe viscera. AtpresentBritaintallows
finely,
Snd presents a plump carcass far thepoison t o prey q o n .
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Withtolerablemanagementshemaylastat
least ten
years, andmakeduringthatperiodtremendousexertions. Rely upon it, Denmark and Sweden will be sick of
as to Paul
theirbargainbeforemidsummernext,and
Peter, remember what I told you of his fickle character.
He cannot last long, and, deprived of commerce, mill find
his paper rubles run down hill much faster than the paper
guineas of hisadversary.Hismother
was a different
being, and yet, even
with her gigantic talents, she must
have failed in theprosecution of herschemeshadshe
not obtained money on loan in Holland.
As to the Continental war, I think France has pushed
as far as reason
go farthersouth in Italyand
will justify.Shouldshe
farther east in Germany, the Austrians, by rapid
rnovements-to a central position, may give the Consul a blow
he will never recover.”
Again, writing to Hamilton on January ~ 6 t he
h ~says :
“ I have now lying before
me your letter dated the-inst.
i t contains important facts, with many of which I had previously been acquainted, but I dare not communicale the
contents, because the idea that two States
will, on a second
ballot, come over, forms already a reason with the federal
members in the House of Representatives for supporting
Mr. Burr. They now seriously and generally, after much
advisement, prefer that gentleman to Mr. Jefferson. They
consider the candidates as equal in worth, or (if you like
the other mode of expression best) as equally void of it ;
with this difference, that Burr’s defects d o not arise from
want of energy and vigor. They believe that to courage
he joinsgenerosity,andcannotbebrandedwiththe
charge of ingratitude; bus they consider Mr. Jefferson as
infected withall the cold-bloodedvices, and as particularly
dangerous from the false principles of government which
look, moreover, withabhorrence
he hasimbibed.They
’
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at a Chief Magistrate of America who shall be the slave
of Virginia. Theyconsiderit
as indisputablethat immediately upon Mr. Burr’s election he will be abandoned
of theSoutherndemagogues;and,however
bymany
I believe
they may be mistaken in other points, in this
they are right. On counting over the Senate, after March
next it appears that, out of thirty-two, there will be fifteen
on whom n o deof each party, with two feeble members
pendence can be placed. Under these circumstances it is
conceived that Mr. Burr will be able to decide, as VicePresident, all questions in that body, and, of course, that
the appointment to all
offices will be completely in the
hands of Messrs. Jefferson and Burr. The majority in the
House of Representatives will be clear. Of coursethe
legislative authority must be alike unchecked, and subject
to their control. It
seems,on the other hand, to
be cerof her
tainthat if theAncientDominionbedeprived
favorite chief she will continue her opposition to Government, and that several of her dependents will join her ;
of course, that the federal men, if united, can decide during thenexttwoyears’administration.They
believe,
moreover, that, whatever may be Mr. Burr’s conciliatory
disposition,itwill be impossible for him to assuage the
resentment of the Virginians, whowill considerhisacceptance as a treachery, for Virginia cannot bear to see
any other than a Virginian in the President’s chair. You
know my opinions, but I’ believe, unlesssomething new
turns up, Mr. Jeffersonwillnot
be chosen. I hearboth
parties, and cannot help being amazed by the certainty of
successwhich
is declared by each. If Burr be chosen
President of the United States, and Clinton Governor
of
New York, without opposition, ‘the anti-federal party with
us must fall to pieces, and we may take up such .of the
fragments as.we like best.”
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I‘ I attend the House to-day,’’ says the diary for January
30th.
I n ajointcommittee
of theotherHouseI
find
they have taken up false notions a b u t theBtode of electi n g a President, if none should appear to be chosen
by
inrmed+fcfi not only
the Electors. Some stretch the word
to leaving the Senate Chamber but even to adjournment
and the doing of other business intermediately.”
“Two gentlemen call to-day [February Ist], before I am
up, to settlea n administration for Burr; laughable enough,
under the circumstances which now exist.”
The Senate agreed on the
3d of February to the ratification of the
treaty
with
France.
“ O n condition,”
Morriswroteto
his friend James Leray at Paris, “that
the second article be struck out and that it be
limited in
I now make up my letters to
its duration to eight years.
go with the ratification. There will, of course, be no difficulty on your side of the water as to the expunging of
the second article, for this will close forever the question
of indemnification, and as the term of eight years carries
this treaty beyond that with Great Britain, it is presumed
that the limitation will be unexceptionable. It is important
to us to get clear as fast as possible from an intimatec,on-.
It is
nectionwith any of thepowers of Europe.
impossible to determinewhich of the two candidates will be
chosen President ; rumors are various and intrigues great.
1 do not meddle .in this business, and am perhaps not SO
well informed as those who do, but I can see that it will
be a tight race, and have good reason to believe that Mr.
Burr has more friends and many more
well-wishers than
is generally imagined.”
The two Houses met on Wednesday, F5bruat-y x ~ t h , t o
countthe ballots. “As was beforeunderstood,”Morris
says, ‘‘ it appears that
Messrs. Jefferson and Burr. have
equal votes. The Representatives cannot agree.”

. . .
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6‘ The House of
Representativescontinuedballoting
811 night without the least change [Februav ~zth].
We
do the routine business.”
Still cold [Februaryrgth],andanother
snow-storm.

N o president yet chosen.”
It was not until Tuesday the
17th, after long, wearisome hours spent in balloting, that the federalists at last
gave way, andThomasJefferson
was chosenPresident,
and Aaron Burr Vice-president of the United States. In
a letter to Robert Livingston at Clermont, written on the
zoth, Morris, referring to the incidents of the last weeks,
says : “ I greatly disapproved and openly disapproved the
attempt to choose Mr. Burr. Many of my friends t h o ~ ~ g h t
differently. I saw they would be.disappointed, and therefore looked on with perfect composure. Indeed,
my dear
friend, this farce of life contains nothing whichshould put
11s out of humor.
If, as you suppose, I had the helm
of the ship, I should steer differently; but whether better
or worse it is not for me to say. No man keeps himself
more, and very few, if any, so much aloof from headquarters. No one has so pointedly expressed his disapprobaoffice and
tion of those things which tend to debase the
degrade the dignityof government. As to the convention,
you will have seenthatit
is ratified.
If itshould
to by the French .Government, and
not nowbeagreed
that will depend on the State of affairs when it arrives, the
redobjection will be the limit of its duration. The co~nmerciar interest has gone, as you say, with the adrninistration, and I believe it will go with the new administration..
It certainly will, if they govern tolerably well. Not being
a leader, nor in the secretof those who lead on eitherside,
to be so, I can judge
and neither meaning nor wishing
with tolerable impartiality of what passes I have agreed
heartily and cordiallyto the new Judiciary Bill, which may

. ..
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have, and probably has, many little faults; but it answers
thedoublepurpose
of bringingjusticenearto
men’s
af govdoors and of giving additional fibte to the roots
ernment. You must not, my friend, judge of other States
byour own. Dependonitthat,insomeparts
of this
Union, justice cannotbereadilyobtainedintheState
courts.
“ T h a t someimproperappointmentsmaytakeplace
under the law I can readily suppose; but in what country on earth are all appointments good ? That the leaders
of the federal party may use this opportunity to provide
for friends and adherents is, I think, probable, and if they
were my enemies I shouldnotcondemnthemfor
it.
Whether I should do the same thing
myself is another
question ; I believe that I should not. Theyareabout
to experience a heavy gale of adverse wind. Canthey
be blamedforcastingmanyanchorstoholdtheirship
through the storm ? ”
(‘Our new President makes his inaugural speech to.day
[March &h]-too long by half, and so he will find it himself before he is three years older.”
“Visit the President [March6th] ;very friendly. In the
evening the Vice-president calls, and takes tea. We have
news fromEuropewhichcommunicatethevictories
of
the French and the armistice
of the 25th of December,
1800 ; also the declaration of Bonaparte stating the Rbine
as the eastern boundary of France and the Adige as the
western boundary of the Austrian dominions ; the guarantee of the Swiss and Dutch Republics. The Cisalpine
not being mentioned, I presume that the King of Sardinia
is to be restored to his dominions. I conclude,
also, that
this peace has been previously settled between him and
the Courts of Berlin and Petersburg. I am confirmed by
General Dayton in the idea I took u p from the conversa-

.
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tion at the President’s, that our monarch and his heir apparent will ROE be well together.”
‘ I Pack
up and leave Washington to-day [March
8thI.
We S a d the road most execrable, and in consequence get
stalled and set fast in the mud. We are about ten hours
coming twenty-four miles to Annapolis, and our baggagewagon repeatedlysticks f a s t Thepeoplethroughthe
country are, in general, democrats, and the store-keepers,
we observe,have sign-boards to say that they
d e d only
for cash. These boards were, we are told, put up on the
first day of this year. The merchants could no longer go
on g i v i n g credit. This accounts
for the democratic principlebetterthantheboastedefforts
of influentialmen.
Wehear of cock-fighting. The wholecountry is full of
fox hounds, and all the churches have the
windows broken.”
‘ I Reach Philadelphia [March rqth] ; the roads very bad.
Go to the jail, and dine with my poor friend Robert Morris. Accounts from the Federal City seem to show that
our new Presidentismakingsomeitnproperappointments.”
Arrived at Morrisania,Morrisputasidethe“metier
de s h a t e u r ”a n d betookhimself
tothepruning-hook
and the business of the farm, laid out a garden, actively
superintended the men working on his house, and enter“ I am so much fatigued every
tained numerous guests.
day with work,” he says, “ a s to take no particular note of
what passes.” The difficulties of house-keeping
were.
great, and he wrote to his friend M. Leray at Paris that
if he could send him “ a chasseur who understood fishing
he would be useful to me, and a cook is a physical necessity. Nogooddomesticscanbehadhere,noteven
women. None of thoseimportedcan,
I think,be depended on unless they be somewhat advanced in years.”
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No public affairs especiallyattracted
Morris’s attention until the autumn of 1801,when the news came that
the First Consul had ratified the amended treaty.
“ I suppose,” hethenwrotetoJohnParish(October
5th) at London, d propos of this subject, “you havenot
attended to those amendments which, though of little apparent consequence, have the great and salutary effect of
terminatingourintimatealliancewithFrance,and,
of
course,leave us in a state of equalitywith all nations.
It is true we paid for it by giving up our claim for damages by the spoliation of our commerce ; if, indeed, that
. I conclaimcanbesupposed to be of any value.
cludethattheaffairs
of theFirstConsularenotvery
splendid. H e wouldnototherwisehavelet
go hishold
of us, for though we are
b u t as a feather in the great
is nearly poised t h e
scale of power, yet when that scale
weight of a feather is something.”
Just at this time the proposition of M. and Madame de
Lafayette, to take advantage of a law in France the letter
of which made it possible for them to avoid paying the
interest on a sum of money he had readily furnished them
with in the days of their adversity, very painfully discon‘ I I own to you,” he wrote to his friend
certedMorris.
James Leray, who had indignantly refused to comply with
the Lafayettes, “my dear friend,
the terms proposed by
that this stickling for depreciation
is quite shocking. It
isworse to my feelings than the
loss I mustsustain.
A
necessary consequence of their action is that, to put themselvesin the right, they must put meinthewrong,
to
whicheffect theymustgrosslymisrepresent.This,
however, is easy, for the maxim, ‘Lesabsentsonttoujours
in the societies of Paris.”
tort,’ is never more true than
A settlement of thismatterwasnotarrangeduntilthe
spring of 1804,and then Morris was obliged to content

. .
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himself with 53,500 livres, instead of IOO,OW livres, which
was the amount of the original debt.
M. Henri Labarte, at Paris, had charge of this’extraordinarily disagreeable affair, and the following letter to
him
explains the state of the case : “ Jai eu l’honneur de vous
Ccrire sur l’affaire de M. de Lafayette. Vous y trouverez,
peut-&tre,l’indignationquem’inspiraientdesdemarches
auxquellesjene
derais certainementpasm’attendre,je
vous en rends juge. L a sceur de Madame de Lafayette est
venue me dire que N. de Lafayette manquait du necessaire
dans les prisons de Magdebourg.
Je lui fis payer sur-lechamp dix mille florins, au nomdes &tats-Unis, mais de
mes propresdeniers.
J e disde ‘ mes propresdeniers,’
parce que non seulment je m’en suis rendu responsable,
mais encore, j’en ai laissC le montant entre les mains des
banquiersdes$tats-UnisAmsterdamjusqu’h
ce quele
Congreseiit decidequ’on payat lesnppointements queM. de
Lafayette, dans les jours brillants de
sa fortune, n’avait pas
voulu toucher, ct qu’on eat remboursk aux banquiers les
IO,OOO florins que, d’aprhs mes ordres, ils lui avaient remis.
BientBt a p r h on est venu encore, de la part de Madame de
Lafayette, me depeindre ses angoisses de ce que l’honneur
desonmari
h i t compromis A causede IOO,OOO livres
dedettesque,fautedesformalitesrequises,
ne seraient
pas payCes duproduitdeses
biens, et me prierdu ies
cautionner h 1’AssemblCe Nationale, de In part des )hatsUnis.Quoiqu’illui
parut trks simple qu’on fitune affaired’ktat des details de son menage, il eat Ctk facile
deluifairesentirl’inconskquenced’unepareilledemande. Mais elle
etait
malheureuse.
Ainsi,
loin
de
m’enfermer danslesformesdemaplace,jeluipromis
les IOO,OOO livres et, quoique des circonstances imprCvues
m’en rendissent le paiement difficile, je lui tins parole. Or,
’ dans ce moment, cette somnle m’efit valu, au prix courant,
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pr&s de deux
mille tnarcs d'argentjet Madamede Lafayette,
alorsprisonni&re,alhit,selontouteapparence,&re
vietilnee. Mais pour Cpargner d sa sensibilit6 la peinede
voir ternir I'honneur de
son mari, j'en fis l'avance qu'on
veut actuelletnent me rernbourser avec 53,500 livres. Soit,
j*y consens
; car je ne veux pas, par u n proces Cclatant,ivoir
I'air de me faire valoir aux dbpens de la reputation de M.
deLafayette.Ainsi,je
vous prie,monsieur,determiner
cette affaire, et qu'il n.'en soit plus parlk. Je vous prie,
nGme, de ne point Cbruiter les details que je viens de vous
confier." *

* T R A N S L A T I O N . - I have had the honor to write to you concerning M. de
Lafayette's business. Y O U will find in this letter the expression of my indignation concerning proceedings I had certainly no reason to expect. I wish
you to know all about them. The sister of Madame de Lafayettecame to me,
stating that M. de Lafayette was in dire want in the prisons of Magdeburg.
I caused at Once ten thousand florins to be paid to him, in the name of the
United States, but Out of my own resources. I say. 4 1 my own resources," for
not only did I render myseIf liable for that amount, butI left it in the hands of
the United States bankers in Amsterdam until CongresS had decided that the
of hi5 fortune should
salary M. de Lafayette had declined in the brilliant days
be paid him, and until the bankers had beenpaid back the ten thousand florins
thus disburstd by them by my orders. Soon afterward friends came again,
in Madame de Lafayette's name, picturing to me her anguish. The honor of
her husband was compromised on account of one hundred thousand livres of
debts which he had contracted, and which, owing to the lack of certain formalities, could not b e paid out of the proceeds of his property. She begged
me to be his indorser to that amount, in the name of the United States, before
the National Assembly. Although she seemed to think it perfectly natural to
parade her household cares
as State matters, shemight easily have been made
to feel the inconsequence of such a step. But she was unfortunate. and, not
allowing the forms of my office to hinder me. I promised her the one hundred
thousand livres, and, although I found it difficult to bring the sum together, I
kept my word. At that time such a sum could have bought me two thousand
marks of silver, and Madame de Lafayette, then a prisoner, seemed
very
near being sent to the scaffold. But to spare to her sensibility the grief of
seeing the honor of her husband tarnished, I advanced that sum, for which
they now want to pay me fifty-three thousand livres. All tlght. I consent ;
for I will not, by meansof a noisy lawsuit, appear to be exalting myself at the
expense of M. de Lafayette's reputation. I therefore ask you, sir. to close
this matter, so that it be never spoken of again. I beg of you, also,'to prevent the details just confided to you from coming before the public.

410

DIARY AND LETTERS OF

[CHAP.XLI.

To Madame de LafayetteMorriswrotethefollowing
letter in August, 1802,replying to a letter of hers in which
himshe had said that M. de Lafnyette could not charge
self with her debt to him :
Vous me parlez, madame, du profit que j’eusse pu tirer
d’un secours picuniaire q u e j’Ctais assez heureux de pouI1 n’en a
voir vous fournirdansunmomentcritique.
jamais Cte question,nlais
s’il e a t fallufaireunpareil
caIcu1, je vous aurais fait obseryer que j’aurais pu, avec les
cent mille francs que je vous ai pr&tCs,acqukrir un bienfonds dans le centre de Paris de dix mille livres de rente.
Vous me fltes entrevoir votre &at de
besoin. Mors, madame,ilne
futplusquestiondecalculs.
Ma sensibilitC
me porta, dans u n moment terrible, A YOUS faire une avance
sans penser aux risques, ou plut6t A la presque certitude,
de n’&tre jamais pay&, Le sentiment qui m’a rendu votre
crCancier m’a dCfendu d’accepter l’hppoth6que que vous
nviez bien vouiu m’offrir lors de votre premiersbjour dans
la villede Hambourg. Le
mCme sentiment,madame,ne
I1
me permet aucune observation dans le moment actuel.
me parait, d’aprss votre lettre, qu’il convient A M. de Lafayette de s’acquitter de cette
crCance en.me payant cinM. Labarte,quiaural’honneur
quante-trois millelivres.
de vous remettre celle-ci, est charge, de ma part, de les recevoir, de vous en passer quittance et devous dormer celle
pour cent mille francs que votre agent m’a fait il y a sept
ou huit ans. I1 n’en serait donc plus question, sans l’espoir
qu’on a donne ?I M. de Lafxyette de faire payer ses dettes
par les &tats-Unis.
“ Vous sentez bien, madame, que,
vu les circonstances
oh je me trouve, la dClicatesse me dbfend de prendre part
aux d6libCrations sur cet objet. J e me borne A l’assurance
que, dans le cas oh je serais pay6 ici, je m’empresserais de
aura, comprendre ?I monsieur votre mnri la somme qu’il
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t& A M. Labarte. . Dites, je vous prie, madame, mille choses
de ma part A M. de Lafayette, et soyez’ persuadte du respectetdel’attachementaveclesquelles
j’aiI’honneur
. ”*
d’Ctre
‘‘ From the last advices I have received,” Morris wrote
M. de
to Mr. Parish in February, 1803, “it appears that
Lafayette means to liquidate what
he owes me by some-.
thing less than the interest of it. To do this he reduces
the principal down pretty low by a scale of depreciation.
God forgive him, and, if possible, reconcile him to him-.
self. H e musthaveoddnotions
if, withthe consciousness of facts,somemediationbenotnecessarybetween
his mind and his conscience.”
of the affairMorriswrote
to M.
Onthetermination
Henri Labarte (May 12, 1804)to congratulate him on the

.

.

* TRANSLATION.-YOU speak
to me, madame, of a profit which I might
have derived from a pecuniary service I was happy to render you in acritical
moment. It was never thought of. and if such a calculation had been
intended I should have pointed out to you that, with the one hundred thousand francs I lent you I might have bought real estate in the centre of Paris
which would bring me now ten thousand livres yearly rent. You gave me a
hint as to your state of want ; then, madame, I could think of no speculation. My sensibility induced me to consent to this advance without giving a
thought to the risks, or. rather, to the quasi-certitude of never being repayed. The feeling which made of me your creditorforbade me accepting the mortgage-bond you kindly offered me at the time of your first stay
in Hamburg. The same feeling, madame, allows me no observation at the
present moment.
According to yourletter it appears that M. de Lafayette is desirous to
settle this debt by paying me fifty-three thousand, livres. M. Labarte, who
will have the honor to hand you this letter, is instructed by me to receive
this sum, to give you a receipt for it, and to return to YOU the receipt for one
hundred thousand livres your agent gave me, seven or eight years ago. The
subject could therefore be dropped, if some hopes had
not been given to
M. de Lafayette that the United Statesmight pay his debts. YOUunderstand,
madame, that, under the circumstances, delicacy forbids me taking any part
in the deliberations concerning the matter.
I can only assure you that, in
case I should be paid here, 1 would hasten to return to your husband the
sum he shall have paid to M. Laharte. I beg that you will give a thousand
regards on my part to M. de Lafayette, and that you will be persuaded of the
respect and of the attachment with which I have the honor to be, etc.
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endingof so unpleasant an episode. “Vous avezbien
fait,” he snys, &‘determineravecmesdbbiteurqetje
desire maintenant qu’ils en aient la conscience nette. Malheureusement,celaneleurarriverapas,et,par
consequent,ils
me porteronttoujoursuneinimitie
sincere.
A son bienfaiteur sans peine, et
L’ingrat ne pense gukre
commentnepas
hai’r I’objet qui nous fait souffriret,
surtout, celui qui nous avilit, m&me A nos propres yeux?
Leur ayantpardonnC le premiertort, je pardonne,d’avance,
le second.” *
‘(There is no drawing the sound
of a trumpet from a
whistle,” was almost the severest stricture
Morris passed
on the conduct of the Lafayettes.
did well to close matters withmy debtors, and I
* TRANSLATION.-~OU
only wish them aclear conscience. Unhappily that they will not have,
and will everbear me, in consequence, a sincerehatred. T h e ungrateful
man never thinks of his benefactor without a pang, and bow should one not
detestthe object that causessuch suffering and lowers one in one’s own
eyes? Having pardoned the first wroqg, I pardon the second in advance.
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C H A P T E R XLII.
Yellow fever at New York. Morrisdescribeshishomelife
toCountess
Hohenthal.
Letter
to Parish
on
public
affairs, Washington.
The Seuaie opposes a motion to repeal the law respecting the Judiciary. Opinion of the Administrqtion. Letter to Alexander Hamilton.
LettertoRobert
Livingston. Workinthe
Senate. Lettertothe
Princesse de la Tour et Taxis. Strictures on the Jefferson administration.

D

URIXG the autumn of 1801New York was smitten
with the scourge of yellowfever.
The inhabitants
fled terrified from
the
plague-stricken
town.
Morris
mentions the case .of a young man who, he says, “dined
with me on Wednesday, and was taken ill on his
way to
a friend’s housethenextmorningwiththemalignant
fever.” But only occasional reports of the suffering and
misery seemed to reach Morris in his remote and peaceful corner of the world, to judge from the following letter
to the Princesse de la Touret Taxis (October 30th) giving
her an account of his life.
“J’y suis,” he wrote, “entour6 de maGons et de charpentiers, dont depuis deux anndes je suis
I’esclave. J’espbe en &re bientat quitte, et je jouis en attendant de la
plusbellesaisonque
j’aie vuede m a vie. Vous en
jugerez par lacirconstancequenousavonscueillihier
des petits pois en plein
vent. Ma maisonette s’Clkve sur
les bords d’un bras de mer, six fois plus grand que votre
tous les joursquelquesdouzainesde
fleuve,ouilpasse
vaisseaux de toute grandeur. Cette vue anime beaucoup
’

.
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u n paysaged’ailleursriant.Enfin,pourtoutdireen
un,
mot, c’est le sol natal.”*
Morris’s interest in European politicswas as keenas
ever,andhewatchedwiththatsympathywhich
was a
prominentfeatureinhischaracterthevaryingfortunes
of his friends on the Continent. To Madame la Comtesse
deHohenthalatDresdenhewroteearlyinNovember,
andaftersympathizingwithheronafamily
affliction
whichhad befallen.her,hebranched
off uponthatunfailingly interesting subject, the condition of Europe. ,
“Vous avez raison, madame, la geographic est A present
une etude inutile. J’attends pour faire mes cartes le
monom de paix
ment d’une paix ; je ne puis pas donner le
A la trCve qu’on a faite. Sans doute les petites puissances
seront mangkes, tat ou tard ; il ne s’agit que des grandes.
I1 reste A savoir ce qu’elles deviendront lorsque, se touchant de toutes parts, elles auront autant
d’occasions e t
demoyensdesenuirequ’ellesenpuissent
ddsirer. L a
solution de ce problCme me parait digne de l’attention de
ceux qui gouvernent les Ctats.
“Quant a nous, madame, nous sommes, jusqu’A present,
spectateurspeuinstruitsmaispassablementtranquilles
de la piece qui sedonne sur votregrandthdltre.Le
denouement doit nous intkresser, puis qu’en notre qualit6
d’hommes le sort des humains ne peut nous &re
indiffkrent.Aureste,l’enurnerationqu’onvientdefaire,
nous
donne une population de cinq millions, ce qui, dans la po-

. .

* TRANSLATION.^ am surroundedby masons and carpenters, who have
made a slave of me these last two years. I hope to b e rid of them soon,
and, in the mean time, I enjoy the finest season I ever saw in my life. You
may judge of i t from the fact that we gathered yesterday peas grown in the
open air. My little house is built on the shoreof an arm of the sea, aboutsix
times broader than your river, and over which p’ss daily several dozen ships
of all sizes. That gives much animation to a most charming landscape. In
a word, it is my native land.
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sitionavantageusequenousoccuponssur
le globe,ne
laisse pas d‘btre quelque chose.“ *
Of thecondition of publicaffairs in AmericaMorris
constantly informed his friend John Parish, and
in a letof the doings of the
ter dated November 13th, speaking
new administration, he says : “You will have seen by our
gazettes that a completechange has taken placein the
of our foreign
arrangements of our domesticandmost
ministersand officers, andthis,whichtousfederalists
proves very disagreeable, is not so to me, mho am in the
habit of consideringnaturalconsequencesandultimate
effects. Thedemocrats will pushtheConstitution
forward mvre rapidly than the federalists dared to
do, and
will wind up its powers as high as they ought to go, and
of this will be some
perhaps a littlehigher.Theresult
clashing, by and by, with their friends in the States; and if
we have good sense enough not to make’too much noise
we shall by and by be called in to take the business up in
we were forced (and
a much better condition than when
deservedly, too) to lay it down ; I say, deservedly, for we
have done some foolish things as a party, over and above
we are indebted to the
themanywildonesforwhich
unsteady temper of the late President.”
* TRANSLATION.-~OU
are quite right, madame,in stating that geography
is, nowadays, a useless study. I will wait for peace before drawing any maps;
I Can hardly give the name of peace to the present suspension of hostilities.
There is no doubt that the smaller
powers will be gobbled up sooner or later;
the great powers only are in question. It would be most interesting to know
what will become of them when their many points of contact shall furnish
them with all the occasions and facilities they may wish for. to be harmful to
one another. The solution of this problem appears to me worthy of the attention of allstatesmen. As for us, madame, we remain the iyperfectly informed but pretty quiet spectators of the play acted just now upon your vast
stage. The unravelling of the plot is bound to interest us, for, being men, the
fate of human’beings can never beindifferent to us. Besides, the last census
gives US a population of five million people, and that is quite a little somein addition to our advantageousposition upon the globe.
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But to return to the entries in the diary, and
Morris’s
public life at Washington during the struggle
.over the
repeal of the Judiciary law.*
‘‘1 pack up to-day [December 8th] and set off for Washington. Reach Philadelphia on the
13th, and Wilmington
o n the 15th. Doctor Latimer calls on me, and I visit Mr.
Dickenson. State to him the object which stands prominent in Jefferson’s message, viz., thedestructionofthe
GeneralGovernment.
H e is, of course,alarmed.Reach
Washington on the 18th.
‘‘ Attend in the Senate ; a foolish question about the
ratification of the convention with France.
Mr. Jefferson,
instead of publishing the treaty, has sent it to the Senate,
and we have adeal of idletalk.However,
we decide
that the ratification is complete, and they pay him a very
bad compliment (at the instance of his friends) by directing him what to do. In the evening call on Judge Petterson,and see there the Bench. Mr. Bayard, I find, is the
cause why this day the Delaware delegation in the Senate
voted somewhat wildly.”
“Visit [December 24thI the President and M. and MadamedePichon,whoseemtothinkthesociety
of our
capital dull. M. Pichon tells me that he finds the attachment of the democrats to France
was a mere party pretexttogetinto
power. H e tellsmethatBonaparte
would not have ratified the amended treaty if the affairs
of CopenhagenandEgypthadnothappened.Hesays
the people about him, and particularly Talleyrand, are indisposed to America.”
“The Senate resolves this day [January sth] to admit a
* The great point at issue during the Session of 1801 and 1802,was the repeal of the Judiciary Act. The hostility of the republicans to judges of the
Federal Courts was marked, and exasperated by the recollection of the foreign missions of Chief-Justices Ellsworth andJay, and having at last obtained
the power, they were bent upon retaliation,

short-hand writer on their flow. This is the beginning of
mischief.” *
‘(MotiorLmade intheSenatefor
repeal of the law
passed last session respecting the Judiciary [Januaryah].
Oppose it in a speech of near an hour, which is much approved by those who think with
.me; a large audience,
this evenwhich is not cammon in that House. Late tea
i n g at the President’s. Many of t h e opposite prey there,
who are much vexed at
my speech ; the President very
civil, butwithevidentmarks
of constraint. Mrs. Madison,who takes Mrs. Robert Marris and her companions
to this tea-party, has good
dispositions,which,from
the
less to be
shrivelled condition of the Secretary, are the
wondered at. Mr. Smith came
just after dinner to ask my
aid in preparing my discourse for the press.”
“Debate on the Judiciary continued [January
14th-J. I
take a large portion of the morning; the auditors are affected, but the question will be carried against US.”
“ On Friday [January
~ g t h ]the debate still continued ;
Mr. Baldwinargumentative,subtle,andplausible;
Mr.
Hillhouse, as usual, keen, discerning, and forcible, though
unpolished. Mr. Burrcalls on me. Is disposed to go
with us on the Judiciary. Cannot, hawever, openly break
with his party. Must modify the resolution.”
“An accident to Logan, one of our Senators-an apoplectic fit or something like it [January zoth] ; a very insolentnoteonSmith’spagesthisevening.Attend
to
executive business, Jefferson h a s got into a scrape.”

*

Hitherto men who came to the Senate to take notes found it impossible
debates Their place was with the public, in the upper gallery, sa
far removed from the floor of the chamber that they could not hear what the
senators said. NOH.the editor of the National Intelligencer was assigned a
Place on thefloor of tlie House where he could both hear and see WhSt wps slid
and done. H e was a Republican. The FecJeralists, therefore, when t4e yeas
and nays were taken, disgraced themselves by attempting to keephim out.”
McMaster’s Hiskxyoft h e people of the United States, vol. ii., pp. Q 7 a o 8 .
“

to report
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“The Judiciary Bill .gets on one step [January 26th],
and P motion to commit fails by this management. On executive business, persons are approved of w% are stated
by the senators from the country to which they belong
tobemen
of no character,andmen
of badcharacter.
His
This is thumping work.DinewiththePresident.
constrainedmanner of reception shows his enmity, and
his assiduous attentions demonstrate his fear.”
Of the difficulty of sustaining the work of the administrationMorrisspeaks,inalettertoNicholasLowe,at
New York, dated February 12th :
<‘Youknow, my friend, that I came hither determined
to support the administration, if I could do so honestly.
They are mad, and so you will all see before the first day
. TheJudiciary Bill keeps movof January, 1803.
ing on. People of all parties begin to be alarmed at this
miM measure, which, to get ridof a few obnoxious judges,
(obnoxious to the ruling party) under the pretext of savi n g a little money, renders the judicial system manifestly
defectiveandhazardstheexistence
of theConstitution.
This is the true state
of the question, distinct from all
party views, and so it will stand on the impartial page of
history. It will, nevertheless, be carried,onthetriumphant vote of a great majority, (many of them inwardly
cursing their leaders) because the President has recommended it. They will try,beforelong, to makehimthe
scape-goat, unless I am much mistaken ; but I do not see
how amember
is toexcusehimself,eitherto
his conscience or tohisconstituents,forsuchexcessivecomplaisance.’’
To his friend James Parish he wrote [February
16th],
on the same subject :
“As tQ this country, we have indeed a set of madmen in
the administration, and they will do many foolish things,

. .
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but there is a vigorousvegetativeprincipleattheroot
which will make our tree flourish, let the
winds blow as
they may. +Some stiff gales we shall certainly have, and
if so I shall be perhapsobligedtokeepthedeck.
My
friend, I fearit is my fate to work as long as I live. I
had rather not, but we are not masters of our road in travNo, I have builtnocastle,but
elling toward the grave.
a pretty good house at Morrisania, on the foundation
of
that in which I was born 'and in which my parents di,ed.
I have a terThere I believe my wanderings must end.
race roof (by the by, I willsend you a receipt how to
make one) of one hundred and thirty feet long, to which
I go out from a sideor,rather,abackdoor,andfrom
whence I enjoy one of the finest prospects while breathi n g the most salubrious air in the
world. Tell your son
that if he has a mind to come and shoot some of my par-.
tridges he may embark with his dogs as soon as he pleases.
He will at any rate find good living, and pass his time
withoutmuchennui.
I think youwereright
i n selling
out of the British funds, and experience
shows that you
were rightintrying
itagain.Hadthe
affairs of that
countrybeen i n the I~ands of able men, yourtemerity
you dear.Buttheyhavemadepeace,
wouldhavecost
andmay theLord inhis mercysanctifyittothem.
It
was no doubt in the pious reliance on His protecting care
that they signed that ominous treaty * which has reduced
them to the rank of a second-rate power, and will oblige
them, a t no distant period, to take up arms again to fight
for independence. The ball
was at their feet ; they had
gotoverall
difficulty. Paper moneywas
established,
spread through the nation,anddepreciated.Thesewere
the three great points; ererything else followed of course.

* T h e treaty of Ludville, February g,
Formio were ratified,

1802,

h e n the provisions of Campo
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borrow thisyear ~~oo,ooo,ooo;
next ; then ;Gpo,ooo,ooo, they were masters of everythingin the country, and would, (always understanding that their counsels should
be both wise and vigorous) after three or four years of victorious warfare, come
out of the contest withouta shilling of debt and fresh as R
bridegroom. By the time the national debt had amounted
to two thousand millions the pound sterling would have
sunk down to about a penny. Then a scale of depreciation wouId haveplaceditjustlyundertenmillionreal
pounds, and as much above that mark as national generosity might have thought proper. The moneyed interest
would, indeed,havebeenruined
by thewar,butthere
would not have been a sucking-pig the less in the country. Their mines, their soil, their shops and ships, would
stillhaveexisted
andbeen memumbered. You ieetheir
prekcnt situation in its true point, but there
is a little circumstance which seems not to have met your
notice, and
whichappearsto me of importance.Francecommands
with sovereign sway from the mouth of the Etsch [Adige]
round to the mouth of the Ems; but there is a space from
thence to the mouth of the Eider, or, if you please, to that
of the Baltic, which must somehow or other be brought
under the same influence. And there is a certain Marquis
of Brandcnburg, who must henceforth revolve in the orbit
which theFirstConsulmaythinkpropertoprescribe.
Whatnegotiationsmaybecarryingonforthis
effect I
know not, but I incline to think that you will one of these
days have busy work of it.”
“Attend in theSenate[March ~ t h ] . We pass thebill
for a peace establishment, 16 to IO. I am of the minority.
DineatthePresident’s.Itseemsto‘beconfirmedthat
the blacks of Santo Doming0 resist the French;
several
circumstances of horror.”
~ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0the
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“ W e havethisday
[March ~ o t h ] ,by adheringtoan
amendment in t h e Senate, carried a small compensation
for the disbanded officers. Colonel Burr called this morning. He tells me the ruling party are at fault, not knowing well what to do. Light reports from different quarters say that the ruling party begin to dislike each other.”
“As to our Senate,” Morris wrote to Alexander Harnil‘ I it
is muchtoofeeble,and,indeed,
ton,MarchIrth,
when we consider the manner of its composition, we cannot expectthatitshouldbeadignifiedbody;yetat
present it is the only part of our Government which has
the semblance of dignity. The House
of Representatives
have talked themselves out of self-respect, and at headof mannerand
quartersthere is suchanabandonment
such a pruriency of conversation as would reduce even
greatness to the’level of vulgarity.
(‘As to the state of parties, the federalists are become a
of their strength
column of steel, and have such a sense
that there is no danger of desertion. The democrats feel
their weakness. Many of them begin to stagger, and will
fly at the first shock. As yet they have only heart-burnings among them, but murmurs will be heard before the
I do not think much can
be done at the
sessioncloses.
ensuing election, but even a small change will work wonders; for, being of the courtier tribe, these patriots, as
he is
soon as hismajestythepeopleshallsignifythat
about to fancy a new whim, will, as usual, show their obsequiousness by outrunninghis
desires. Theapparition * and the toast you heard of are accurately stated.
I see little chance for him as a tcader of any party. Those
he is with hate him, and though he has among thema few
adherents they will not follow his lead just now. H e has,
I think, considerable talents for government, but I do not

*An allusion to Burr’s appearance at the dinner 011the ozd of F e b m .
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think the.course which his situation compels him to pursue willcomtriand
respectorexcite
confidence. Time
and circumstances do much.”
TheSenatebillfortherepeal
of theJudiciary law
passed the house by a majority of 59 yeas to 32 nays, on
the 3d of March.Onthe
20th Morrisspoke of it as
followsin
a lettertoRobertLivingston,Ministerto
France :
“ W e have here as yet nothingof importance except deby repealing the Judiciary lawof
stroying the Constitution
last session, and reducing the military establishment
of the
United States-at this moment sopropitious to the reductiorz.
We are, moreover, going to repeal the internal taxes, becauseoverwiseonesthink
we have too muchrevenue and
that taxes give too tnuchpatronage. It is contemplated by
theadministrationtocobbleupsomeholestheyhave
made by repealing the Judiciary. The
chief seems to me
in wretched plight.
He is in the hard necessity of g i v i n g
offices to the unworthy and turning good officers out to
make room for them. He will soon be completely entangleil in the meshes of his own folly. Sour appointment is
not a favorite thing a,morg them. When the “Beau
”*
messenger returned, he said the French thought it very
a minister who could not
extraordinary that to succeed
@enR their language, we had sent one who could not hear
it. This will give whatdoctorscall
a symptomatic indication ; for, though straws and feathers be light things,
theyshow whichway the windblows.
Ouradministration have received with coldness,
and treated with little
attention,sundryapplicationsmade
by Pichon which
Sou
ought to have been otherwise received and treated.
*John Dawson of Maryland, on whom his townsmen had fastened the
epithet of “Beau” H e it was who carried, in the frigate Baltimore, to
France the State papers after the convention with France was signed.
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will, I think, feel this where you are. In fact, they
know
not how to govern, and cannot possibly last. They begin
already to want confidence in themselves, and as the seeds
of division sprout we shall have them come over to
us.
The shrewdest willbe the first. Burr is trying to place
us, and his measures are not without
himselfwellwith
somesuccess.
Hisfriendsthedemocratsfear
and hate
him, and he knows it. He intends making avisit to'South
in
Carolina ; this will excuse him from any special steps
his own State and leave him free to take a position accord_I havenotlearnedwhetheryour
ingtocircumstances.
friends continue active in support of the administration.
I think it is probable that they will, but I . doubt whether
they will eventually have cause to rejoice at
i t For my
own part, I wish to get out of this galley and live for myself. Ishallthenfrequentlylaughwhere
now I must
frown. It is perhapswellforyou,who
wish to be engaged i n public life, that you are in a position not to take
immediate part either way.You
seem to think that if R
certain treaty were in existence it would have a salutary
effect; but I think you
will, in due time, discover that
treaties are frailer things than you have hitherto esteemed
them.Goodfleets
andarmies,directedbyprudentand
vigorous counsels, are the treaties to be
relied on. ' The
rest is all but leather or prunella.'
" In reply to what you tell me
in the close of your letter, I can only say that your talents, if not your virtue, entitle you to the rank of an American citizen. To be born
in America seems to be
a matter of indifference in New
York, an advantage in NewEngland, a disadvantage in
Pennsyivania. You sayImustbemoreafavoritethan
you are.
I believe that I am much
less a favorite. X h e n
the democrats got into power, I ventured to foretell that
they would do more to exalt the Executive in six ;months
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than the federalists .mould in so many years. Thefact
They who haveconstantly
cherished State sovereignty have,
by their repeal of the
Judiciary law, laid the broad foundation for a consolidated
government, and the first national scuffle will erect that
edifice. I . acknowledge to you that I do not like it, and
we
though I have always seen that it must come unless
should lose our national existence, yet I hoped its progress would be so gentle as that our manners and materials
would be reasonably fitted for it.”
“News has reached our administration [March 2 2 6 1 of
of a
thecession of LouisianatoFrance.Appearances
stmmbrewing.Attend
in the Senate; find thattheadvices the public have received of the intentions of France
to occupy Louisiana are only contained in a ietter from
the American Minister at Paris to Mr. Clinton of the Senate. Mr. King has, it would seem, adjusted amicably our
difierences with the Court of St. James’s.”
Morrisworkedverydiligentlyduringtherest
of the
He
session’ on thedifferentbillsbeforetheSenate.
amended and got passed a light-house bill, “so as to provide for security of the Sound navigation,” spoke against
the repeal of the internal taxes, and, with others, labored
h a d over the proper steps to be taken respecting the repeal of the Judiciary.
On the 6th of April he dined with the President.
“He
is Utopia, .quite,” was his only comment on the occasion.
On1 the ‘24th of April Morris opposed in the Senate a
“faolish appropriation for the public debt.”
On ,the. 4th of May he mentions calling QXI the Presid,mt;:‘<,wba
is as cold as a frog. Can get nothing from
him7iespecrting the loanstobemade
in Europe. Visit
AI... P i c h n , who is tired of Washington and those who
praide,in it.”

has verified thepr6diction.
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C a q r e s s having adjourned, Morris sought the retirement a d p1ens:ures of Morrisania, where he passed the
summer entertaining all sorts and conditions
of people,
~vho accepted
with
alacrity
his free
hospitality.
His
friends in Europewerenotforgotten,andtothe
Princesse de la Tour e t Taxis and the Comtesse de Hohenthgl and various other friends he sent copies
of some of
the debates in which he had taken part in the Senate.
“ I send you, charming Princess,” he wrote, June zoth,
thesethingsbecause,knowingasyoudowhatpasses
we
everywhere else, you may perhaps wish to see what
are doing in this little corner of the universe. Like those
who playmoreimportantparts,
we sitonthechariotwheels of time and wonder at the dust, attributing it, with
delectableself-complacency,toourspecial
efforts. Do
not from this debate imagine that
we are on the brink of
civil war, orevenagitatedbyviolentcommotions.On
the contrary, no republic was ever more quiet. This, you
will say, gives no assurance of tranquillity, and I acknowledge the justice of your remark. Freedom and tranquillity areseldomcompanions.He,therefore,
whowishes
to glide thioug6 life on a smooth surface should seek the
capital of some large monarchy where an individual is of
too little importance to occupy the attention
of that government by whose power he
is protected and by whose
law he is secured. The result
of this mild state of being
is mildness of manners, but it occasions also a want of.
energy. Thusthere is compensationeverywhereand
in
be content
everything. To behappy we mustlearnto
with our lot where it is cast, and our condition, whatever
I shallneverforget
itmay be. Instudyi.ngthislesson
of yourconversation,
that 1 once enjoyedthecharms
lokVelyPrincess, and while I remember t h e sweets of yoar
society i will endeavor not to regret. I t is not permitted

‘
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to listen to my wishes and make you a visit, but, considering the changes and chances of human life, it seems not
you again,andagainassureyou
of
in~possibletosee
the respectful attachment with which I a m , ever yours.
" P. S. My respectfulcomplimentstothe
H. P. [Hereditary Princess] and my affectionate remembrances to
the society of Ratisbon. Should both the copies of the little book arrive, will you have the goodness to give one
of them to Count Rumford."
The following letter, with some strictures on the Jefferson adnlinistration as well as on the administrator himself,
was sent to Mr. Livingston by private hand in August :
"Thisletter[Augustzrst]
will bedelivered t o you
safely. I shall not, therefore,use a cipher. I shallask
the bearer of it to take charge of two copies of our debates in the Senate on the judiciary system-send one
of
them, with my compliments, to M. Talleyrand, who may
If you
perhapsrecollectthat
we were once acquainted.
read the newspapers, as I suppose you do, you will have
observed that the Vice-president is violently attacked by
now devotedto Mr. Jefferson,
certainviolentpartisans
and that this latter gentleman has outlived his popularity
and is descending to a condition which I find no decent
word todesignate.Withoutenteringintounpleasant
questions, it is sufficient to say that his administration is
tooweak
to prosper. His attack o n theJudiciary was
rash and splenetic, and you
will, I think, be surprised to
learn that they calculated on an easy
victory. Of cowse,
whenthecontestwasengaged,theywereastounded.
Theresulthasbeenimportant.Therewasamoment
when the Vi--President might have arrested the measure
by 'his vote, and that vote' would,
1 believe, have made
him President at the next election ; but there is R tide in
the affairs of men which he suffered to go by. That'de-
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bate gave us such conviction of our forceas to render the
fear of any defection quite visionary. We did not, indeed,
apprehend any, notwithstandingathe means which may be
a government like
derived from executive patronage in
I donotthinktheycould
that of theUnitedStates.
have been used to effect, but we certainly are now invulnerable ;indeed, some officers have resigned because they
felt a kind of dishonor in remaining as exceptions to
the
proscription.Theschismamong
your politicalfriends
is, I believe, but beginning. No man knows better than
you do how little of cordiality there is, and ever must be,
amongthediscordantmaterials
of whichyourparty
is
composed. You cannotthereforebesurprisedatanexplosion. Theemployment of and confidence i n adventurers * from-abroad will sooner or later rouse the pride
andindignation of thiscountry.Inthe
meantime,
I
think you must feel where y01.1are that an administration
by the first charactersathome
whichisnotsupported
will not preserve, much less command, the respect of foreign powers.
" The French Government cannot,
I think, respect either
theGovernmentorpeople
of theUnitedStates.What
is it which renders a nation respectable ? power, courage,
wisdom. Putout of view, foramoment,bothFrance
and America, and suppose yourself in the administration
of Austria. What would be pour estimation of the Turks ?
of the Russians? of Prussia ? You would not, I think, inquire whether in those countries they have :I Habeas corpus Act, a trial by jury, a house of representatives, etc.
YOU would seek information as to their fleets, their armies,

* This was probably an allusion to Thomas Paine, who had recently returned to America and was supposed to be an intimate friend of Mr. Jefferson, who, it was said, received him warmly, dined him at the White House,
and could be seen walking arm in ~ r with
n him on the street any fine afternoon.
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and, above all, the talents of those who are at the head
of affairs, Now suppose, for a moment, that a European
statesmen (M. Lucchesini, for instance) should make inqlliries of you respectingsuchthings
in thiscountry.
Would your answers impress his mind with anything like
respect? I hope,asyou do, that we may long continue
free,butthishopeinvolvesthedoubleidea
of continuance and freedom.
The duration of a government is perhaps’ the first consideration
; for, be it ever
so good in
other respects, if its texture be too frail to endure it can
be of little value. Now it appears to me that the duration of our government must, humanly speaking, depend
on the influence which property shall acquire
; for it is
notto be expectedthatmenwhohavenothingto
lose
will feel so well disposedto support existingestablishments as thosewhobave a great interest at stake. The
strongest aristocratic feature i n o u r political organization
is that which democrats are most attached to, the right of
universal suffrage. This,takesfrommen
of moderate
fortune their proper weight, and will, in process of time,
I know
give undueinfluencetothose
of greatwealth.
that this effect has not yet been produced, and I know the
of things seems to be
reason why ; but a different state
approaching,andslightcircumstances
will perhaps decide whether we are to pass through a course of revolutions to military despotism, or whether our governmentis
to be wound up, by constitutional means, to a tone
sufficientlyvigorous for the conduct of national concerns.
Much will depend on the union of talents and prctpertj’.
There is a considerable mass of genius and courage, with
much industrious cunning, now at work to overturn
our
Constitution. If these be not met by a phaIanx of property under the guidance of our ablest men, I think there
will be a scuae, and that in the course of it many large
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estates will beputintothemelting
pot. Theengine by
which a giddy populace can be most easily brought
on to
do mischief istheirhatred
of therich.
If any of these
supposes he can climb into power by civil commotions, he
will find himselfmistaken.Itseems,however,probable
that the property in this country will continue to be diif so we mayexpect
vided onpoliticalquestions,and
mischief.
"This letter will be delivered to you by a very worthy
priest who is returning to the care of souls in his parish,
blessing God that he hath redeemed his
chosen seed by
the hand of his servant Napoleon."
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CHAPTER XLIII.
Morris resumes.his duties at Washington Letter to Parish. Opinion of
the appointment of Monroe to France and Spain. Question of the
purchase of Louisiana. Letter to Necker. Morris describes his
quiet life at Morrisania. Letter to Livingston, Minister at Paris.
Journey to the Northern lakes.

M

ORRIS resumed his duties as senator on the

24th
of December. “ I find,” he says, assoon as he
reached Washington, “that our Executive are disposed to
an intimate connection with Britain, being, as the
vulgar
say, spited by France. I tell Mr. Smith, my host,at dinner that I have no confidence
in the administration and
therefore have no opinion or advice to
give. They are, I
believe, muchembarrassed.
I tellhimroundly
my idea
of the contemptible farce of finance which is playing.”
‘‘ I dinewiththePresident[January
gd], whoseems
terriblyout of spirits. Is itthedesertion
of .hisfriend
Duane, or a knowledge of the publication shortly to
be
made of his letter to Mr. Walker ? ”
I t was duringthewinter
of 1803, thatJefferson appointed James Monroe to represent the United States at
the Courts of France and Spain, and in conjunction with
Livingston in France and Pinckney in Spain, to form any
treaty or convention that extended and secured the rights
of the United States on the Mississippi,
Of this appointmentMorrisveryforciblygiveshisopinion
in the following ietter to James Parish at Neusteden, January rqth,
just after the nomination was approved by the Senate.
4

.
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'' The ,project of our Executive is weak and bad," he
says. '' It is the fashion with those discontented creatures
called federalists to say that our President is not a Christian; yet they must acknowledge that, in true Christian
meekness, when smitten on one cheek he turns the other,
and, by his late appointment of Monroe, has taken special
becare that a stone which the builders rejected should
come the first of the corner. These are his works, and for.
his faith, it is not as
a grain of mustard but the full size
of a pumpkin ; so that, while men of mustard-seed faith
can only move mountains, he finds no difficulty in swallowing them. H e believes, for instance, in the perfectibility of man, the wisdom of mobs, and moderation of Jacobins. He believesin payment of debts by diminution of
revenue, in defence of territory by reduction of armies,
and in vindication of rights by appointment of ambassadors. I note what you say on the chapter
of French exactions, and your retort on the score of national humiliaa guod hit. In truth, there is just now so
tion,whichis
much of what we call philosophy among our rulers that
we must not be surprised at the. charge
of pusillanimity;
if
and ourpeople have so muchmercantilespiritthat,
other nations will keep thejr hands out of our pockets, it
is not a trifling insult that will muse us. Indeed, it is the
fashion to say that when injured it is more honorable to
wait in patience the uncertain issue
of negotiation than
promptly todoourselvesright
by anact of hostility.
Ttiese sentiments, you will say, are novel ; but would you
deny the use of new principles to a new world, and govern mew states byoldmaxim9
? The converse of the
proposition, viz., governing old states by new maxims has
been tried in France, and the result does not encourage
I takeitforgranted,therefore,
tofurtherexperiment.
that Bonaparte will not follow the example of our .Presi-
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dent. Indeed, he seems
in all things to take the opposite
course,andyetcontinues
to succeedinhisundertakof thisworld,that is, you’r Old
ings. Butthechildren
World, are wiser in their generation than the childxn of
light or, which is tantamount, the enlightened children of
our New World. Speaking of the Baron de Breteuil and
Bonaparte, they are two characters nearly opposed to each
other.TheBaron,after
a life of intrigue,hasreduced
himself to a state of dependence, and the other has rai,sed
, . .
himself, as it were, to the top of theworld.
“Many thanks my friend, to you and to Mrs. Parish for
I think,fairlyanchored on
yourkindinvitations.Iam,
this side the Atlantic, and therefore can visit you only in
spirit, with my greetingsandgoodwishes.If,
as you
suppose, the city of Hamburg shall continue free, and no
convulsions shake the House
of Denmark, your position
will continuetobepleasant,andashappy
as consists
of humanity. I fervently wish, therefore,
withthelot
that you may be right in your conjectures, but the neighborhood of a rapacious prince at the head of two hundred
a goodneighborhood.
I
and fifty thousandmenisnot
cannot compare my prospect of the Sound with yours of
the Elbe. Things of this sort are rarely so much alike as
toadmit of it comparison,andIamnotanimpartial
to your decision if you
judge. I would trust the matter
me as your old acquaintance
could spend this summer with
RobertMorrisdidthelast,
H e came to me lean, lowspirited, and as poor as a commission of bankruptcy can
make a man whose effects will, it is said, not pay R shilling
in thepound.Indeed,theassignees
will nottakethe
trouble of lookingafterthem.Isenthimhomefat,
sleek, in good spirits and possessed of the means of living comfortablythe rest of his days. So muchforthe
air of Morrisania”
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The eveningsession of the 3d of March lasted till within
of twelve ; and ‘ I thus,”Morriscongratuoneminute
I have fullyperformedmy
duty.“ The
latedhimself,
next day, evidently with a sense of relief, he left Washington, having discharged his arduous duties, surrounded by
men hehadlittleconfidencein,andanadministration
which he found contemptible. The question.of the purchase of Louisiana, was one which agitated the country
duringthiswinter,
Mr. Livingston,atParis,
had for
monthsstriventopersuadetheFirstConsultomake
the sale. Butit
was notuntilseriouscomplications
arose between France and England, owing to the latter
havingsetheraffectionson
Malta,and,moreover,demanding a n attack on Louisiana, that Napoleon, perhaps
fearingthecovetedpropertymight
be taken fromhim,
determinedtosellittotheUnitedStates;and
in the
spring of 1803 theUnitedStatesbecame
possessed of
Louisiana, an enormous tract of country extending from
the Gulf of Mexico to the British possessions.
The probableconsummation of thispurchase was the subject of
a letterto M. Necker,atCoppet,which
was evidently
an answer to one from Necker expressing his
ideason
thequestion,MorriswrotefromWashington,February
rjth, as follows :
“Vous avezbienraison,monsieur,
dans ce que YOUS
dites, et dans ce que vous pensez sans le dire, sur la Louisiane. Oui, si notre administration permet aux Francais
de s’y nicher, on n’en sera quitte que par des guerres et des
convulsions affreuses. Nous avons actuellement le malheur
d‘Ctre gouvernC par l’esprit de vertige que, dans le sihcle
ridicule oh nous sommes, on est convenu de nommer philosophie. Savez-vow, monsieur,
que cette philosophie est
une coquine qui prodigue ses caresses sans avoir jamais
senti,l’arnour ? Eh bien, cette miskrable peut
se vanter,
VOL. II.--28

\
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qu’en flattant avec son air txrtufe et Son langage patelin,
I’dgoisme de la richessq et les pr&entions du peuple, elle a
engourdi et nosEimes et.rios esprits. o u i , monsieur, 1’AmCrique dort pendant qu’on aiguise le,poignard pour lui porter u n coup mortel. Mais on se t r o m p . Les flots d’une mer
immense roulent et grondent entre le projet et son execution. Les grands arbitres des affaires humaines, le temps
et le sort, ont prononce la sCparation des deux mondes.
Et que vaut la politique contre les dCcrets. de l’fiternel !
Mais, que dis-je ? Est-ce & moi, chdtif, d’en parler ? Non,
jelesrespecteetme
tais. Lesentimentintimede
ma
faiblesse,envousCpargnantnlonbavardageennuyeux,
me dicte les assurances du respect que, etc.”
With this Ietter mas sent the “ discours que nous avons
tenu, nu Sdnatamdricain, M. Ross et moi, sur I’affaire
de la Louisiane. L’impression
e n est dkfectueuse et cela
doit &re, puisque nous ne sornmes pas (comme les
membres de votre ci-devant AssemblEe nationale) dans l’habitude de preparer des discours par
Ccrit. On en lisait de
fort beaux dans cette assemblhe, mnis on n’y discutait rien.
Cheznous, au contraire, on discute tout, et, par consdquent, on rdpond A l’improviste aux raisonnements del’adversaire. Des sthograpbes s’occupent d. prendre note de
ce qu’on dit, et puis ils livrent A l’impression, tant bien que
mal, ce qu’ils ont rarnasse. J’ai cru devoir vous faire cette
au courant,mais nous
explication,,afindevousmettre
nous recornmandons toujours d. votre indulgence.“

* TRANSLATION.-YOUare fully in the right, monsieur, in everything you
say, and in everything you think without saying it, concerning Louisiana
Yes, if our administration allows the French to get a foothold there, the
matter will never be settled without wars and frightful convulsions. W e have
at present the misfortune to be mled by that spirit of vertigo which this
ridiculous century cdls by the name of philosophy. Do you realize. monsieur, that this philosophy is a hussy who lavishes her caresses without ever
having felt love? Well, this wretch can boast that, by flattering h e selfishness ofihe rich and thepFeteasioar d the rabble, with her Twt@un ways M8
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In the following letter to John Dickenson, of Wilmington, Del., dated April 13th, Morris makes a pleasing pict-

the fact
lire of his home-life and pursuits, and mentions
n o longerheldtheposition
of UnitedStates
thathe
Senator.
‘4 You had the kindness,” he
says, 6c to express a wish
that I would occasionally write to you, but
I shall prove
awretchedcorrespondent.Busied
in ruraloccupations,
1 forget, as fast as
I can, that there is in the world any
suchthingaspolitics-morethanaweekhaselapsed
since I heard from the city or saw a newspaper. Leading
thus the life of a hermit, it is not possible to write anything which, to you who live in the world, would be worth
a perusal. Being, moreover, a bachelor,
we have no famis likeeveryyesterday,
ily occurrences,buteveryday
withaprobabilitythatto-morrow
will belike to-day.
This even course of life is not unpleasant to me who have
toiled in the storms of the world ; to many others it would
to which
be insipid. If any one of the million incidents
her wheedling language, she has benumbed our souls and our minds. Yes,
America k asleep, while they are whetting the dagger that may strike the
mortal blow. But they are mistaken. The waves of an immense sea roll
and roar between the project and its execution Those great arbiters of human affairs, Time and Fate, have pronounced for the separation of the two
worlds. And what are politics against the decrees of the Everlasting ! But
who am I to speak thus ? No, I respect these decrees and remain silent. A
thorough knowledge of my deficiencies, while sparing you my tiresome gossiping~,dictatestheassurauce
of myrespect.
Enclosed arethe
speeches we pronounced (Mr. Ross and myself) before the American Senate
in the Louisiana matter. The printed copy is defective, and that is but natural, since w e are not in the habit of preparing written speeches, as did the
members of your defunct National Assembly. They used to read very fine
discourses there, but there was no discussion Here, on the contrary, everything is discussed, and, a3.a consequence, answers have to be made extemPore to fit the arguments of the opponent. Stenographers busy thernsdves
taking notes of all that is said, and then hand over to the printers, as bent
they can, all they have thus collected. I thought I ought to give yau this exPlanation so as to keep you posted. W e recommend ourselves always to
Your inhlgence.

. . .
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life is liable should prompt you to travel northward, have
the goodness to participate in the resourcesof n ~ cottage.
y
It offers salubriousair,purewater,plainfood,simple
manners, and frank hospitality.
As to my line of life,it
musteverdependonevents,becauseit
will alwaysbe
governed by principlesadoptedlong
since. I t was my
early determination never to seek office, and to accept of
none but with a view to the public service. After spendi n g the prime of life in labors for the public,
I thought
myself justifiableinpreferringprivateeasetopublic
cares, but yet, havingacceptedtheplaceofsenator,
would not have resigned it-at least, in a moment of difficulty. My politicalenemieshavehadthegoodnessto
relieve me, and although from their motives
I cannot be
thankful, yet I must be permitted to rejoice in the event.
I n adopting a republican form of government, I not only
took it as a man does his wife, for better, for worse, but,
what fewmen dowiththeir
wives, I tookitknowing
all its bad qualities. Neitheringratitude,therefore,nor
slandercandisappointexpectationnorexcitesurprise.
If in’arduouscircumstancesthevoice
of my country
should call for my services, and I have the well-founded
belief that they can be useful, they shall certainly be renwill arise,
dered, but I hope that no such circumstances
and, in the mean time, ‘pleased let me trifle life away.”’
Morris felt very keenly the discourtesy that he considered wasshown to Livingston,thenministerat
Paris,
when Monroe was sent out by Jefferson as Minister EXtraordinary and Plenipotentiary to France, and Minister
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Spain, to effectuate
the purchase of Louisiana, and in a letter to Livingston,
April 23d, he gave expression to his feelings on the subject.
I did not write to you by Mr. Monroe, because he
and I are not on such terms of intimacy as to ask his care
((
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of a letter, because I did not choose to put one in his care,
and because -1 wished you to judge of things without any
bias from comments on my part. Before this arrives you
will have made your own interpretations. You willhave
seen, too, that your brethren of the Corps Diplomatique
consider Mr. Monroe as the efficient and confidential man.
Not being in the confidence of our Cabinet, I cannot account for a conduct which, in every point of view, is so
strange.Settingasidethesacrificesyou‘havemadeto
promotethecausewhichbroughttheminto
power, I
cannot help thinking that your rank
in society, the high
officesyouhaveheld,and,let
me add, therespectable
talents with which God has blessed you, all required more
delicacy on the part of your political friends than has on
this occasion been exhibited.
I t is possible that I am unjust to Mr. Monroe, but really I consider him as a person
of mediocrity in every respect. Just exceptions lie against
his diplomaticcharacter, and,. takingallcircumstances
into consideration, his appointment must appear extraoris, initself, a most
dinary to the Cabinets of Europe. It
unwary step, and will lower our government in public.estimation. I was therefore just so much the more vexed at
it on your account.
I trust it will not be pretended that
the application of money could not be as safely intrusted
to your care and intelligence as to those
of Mr. Monroe.
The pretext that he is only joined
with you in the commission is mere pretext, and every discreet man with yo11
will naturally consider him as the principal and the chief,
and, in fact,thesoleminister.It
will thereforeexcite
much speculation. I shall say nothingonthemeasure
you willfind my opinion
and its other aspects, because
pretty much at large in the pamphlet which is enclosed. ,
“ I shall say nothing on the public opinion in this country, because you will, I think, perceive the bent of it from
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our gazettes, and because my view may be a partial one.
This appears tome certain, that if democracy-that disease
of which all republics have perished except those which
have been overturned
by foreign force-should increase
among us, we canuot expect a long period of domestic repose. But a thousand and ten thousand things happen in
contheworldwhich
the wisestmenwouldneverhave
jectured.”
“ I hope [May zqth] to leave this soon for
my Eastern
tour,”Mr.MorriswroteinMaytohisfriendRobert
Morris, “and, if IshouldmeetthatenchantingYankee
whom you speak of, will endeavor to oppose the power of
reasontothefascinations
of theenchantress.
I have,
you know, in my drawing-room the picture
i n tapestry of
Telemachusrescuedfromthecharms
of Circe by the
my friend, marriage,
friendly aid of old Mentor. In truth,
especially at nly time of life, should be more a matter of
prudencethan of passion.Goodsenseandgoodnature
are of more importance than wit and beauty and accomplishments.EverybodyheresaysImustmarry,and,
indeed, they seem determined that it shall
be done whether
I will or no.”
No such complication arose, however, during the Eaotern tour, which was made in July with M. Leray as his
companion. ,“We have made a journey
of five hundred
and seventy miles,” Morris notes (August 3d) in his diary
after his return home, “besides some rides while
in Boston
and Vermont ; since the 11th of July, in a broiling sun.”
o n another journey to
Late in August Morris started
thelakesandthe
St. Lawrence. Heleft home i n his
own boat, he says, ‘i with stores for our journey,” and
a
light northeastwindblowing.
“ W e have a long tug to
get into the North River, where the ebb stiIl runs strong.
We do not approach the town to take advantage of eddies
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and the young flood,because of theyellow fever.This
disease iscaused, in my opinion,byputridexhalations
is infectious shuts
from the wharves, but an idea that it
the dooragainstthose
whohave.beennear
it. Sloops
from the city must perform a quarantine at Albany. The
view of New York a~ we came along was distressing-the
wharvesdeserted,thehousesshut,andwherethebusy
hum of men once prevailed, a solemn, melancholy silence.”
The vicissitudes of contrary winds and contrary tides in
theHudsonRiverwere
difficult toovercome,even
in
‘(our sloop,” which “ is a prime sailor,” Morris says, and
‘‘ beats everything we see ; ” and it was not until August
30th that the travellers reached
Albany-and then on by
stage to Schenectady, when another boat took the party
down the Mohawk, a distance of one hundred and twenty
miles, through a fever-stricken country but through beauso long
tifulscenery.TheschemewhichMorrishad
contemplated, of opening the State to commerce by means
of the lakes and rivers, connected by canals,
was one of
his motivesinmaking
this ratherperilousjourney.
“It
seems to me,” he says, “that a canal should be taken from
the head of the Onondaga River and carried on the
level
as far east as it will go, and, if practicable, into the Mohawk River ; then, in as direct a course as circumstances
will permit, to Hudson’s River, making locks as the
descentmayrequire.Thiscanalshould,
I think, be five
feet deep and forty five feet wide. A branch might easily
be carried to Lake Ontario ; the fittest harbor would be, I
believe, at Oswego. The voyage down the Oswego River.,
wasalmostimpracticable,
where in partsthepassage
owing to the lowness
of the water, and in parts the sea
my ship’s company, was
ran so high as to greatly alarm
dangerousandexciting.
Mr. Brevoort was frightened
even to roaring, and, when he got on shore, declared he
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would rather return home on foot than go again on board
of the boat with me.”
Morris formed camps in different eligible places, where
his servants stopped, and to which he returned after
various expeditions,voyagingabouttheriversandcreeks,
inspecting the land, catching fish-a very favorite pastime
with him-and finding out for himself the resources of the
country.Sometimeshestoppedwithfriends,butgenerallypreferredthefree
life of thecamp.Leavingthe
Catfish River, September zgth, the voyagers, with a head
wind andloweringsky,putoutintoLakeOntario,the
pilot too ill with fever to hold up his head. The sea running very high, and with every prospect of being cast on
a lee shore with the surf
of the whole lake tumbling on
themunsheltered,Morristooktheresponsibility
of the
says, ‘‘ than my recolpilot, “ with no other resource,” he
I belection of a former voyage, and, having fixed what
lieve to be the spot, we luckily enter the harbor we were
making for through a very high surf and by a rocky point,
which we narrowly escape.”
Enjoying the dangers by water, lulled to sleep by the
for
sighing of the wind among the trees, digesting plans
making roads through the country, seeking proper sites
fortowns, ,and inspectinghislands,takingcxre
of his
men ill with the fever, and rejoicing over the settlement
,
of a country which three yews before had been a wilderness, Morris passed two exciting and refreshing months.
The party of voyagersturnedtheirfaceshomeward
on
by flood and field,
October 31st, and, after many perils
Morris reached Morrisania on November 14th.
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CHAPTER XLIV.
iMorris appealed to for political advice, Question
of the constitutionality
of theLouisiana purchase. LettertoRobert Livingston. Letterto
James Parish. Letter to Mr. Tracy. Discusses the cession of Louisiana. Entertains M. and Madame Jerome Bonaparte. Duel between
BurrandHamilton.
Goes toHamilton’sdeath-bed.Stayswithhim
until he expires. T h e duel occasions much excitement in New York.
Morris pronounces the funeral oration.

L T H O U G H Morrislivedtranquilly
a t Morrisania
this winter, the sound of the political battle reached
him in various ways, but particularly was the quiet of his
life invaded by urgent appeals from his friends at Washof the
ington for his views and counsel on the questions
moment ; his friends in the Government not being
willi n g that his experience in diplomatic and political affairs
should g o for naught in his own country.
The question of the constitutionality of the Louisiana
purchase was agitating a portion
of the community duri n g the autumn of 1803 ; and, in answertoaquestion
from Mr. Henry W. Livingston, relative to the purposes
of the framers of the Constitution on this
point, Morris
replied as follows, nnder date of November 25th :
“ I t is not possible for me to recollect with precision
all that passed in the Convention while we were framing
the Constitution ; and, if I could, it is most probable that
1 . meaning may have been conceived from incidental expressions different from that which they were intended to
convey, and very different from the fix& opinions of t h &

A

442

DIARY AND LETTERS OF

[CHAP.XLIV.

speaker.Thishappens
daily. I amverycertainthat
I
had it not in contemplation to insert a decree de crescendo
imperio in the Constitution of America, without examining
whether a limitation of territory be or be not essential to
the preservation of republican government. I am certain
that the country between the Mississippi and the Atlantic
exceeds by far the limits which prudence would assign if,
i n effect, any limitation be required. Another reason
of
equal weight must have prevented me from thinking of
such a clause. I knew as well then as I do now that 811
North America must at length be annexed to
us-happy,
indeed, if the lust of dominion stop there. It would therefore havebeen perfectly utopian to oppose
a psper restriction to the violence of popular sentiment in a popular
government.
“Already the thing has happened which I feared. The
judges, not being, as in New York, an integral branch of
theLegislature, thi: Judiciary has beenoverthrown because the judges would, it was foreseen, resist assaults on
the Constitution by acts of Legislature. The Constitution
istherefore,in
my opinion,gone.Thecompletesovereignty of America is substantially i n t h e House of Representatives. TheSenateformnocheck,
because(hopeful
theories notwithstanding) they are, like the other branch,
representatives of a prevailing faction de facto and the
States d e j u r e only. Now, as in political affairs fact supersedes right, the Senate will not, generally speaking, have
of Representatives.
even the wish to oppose the House
inThe States will, by degrees, sink more and more into
significance, because the little talents which faction
pessesses will be shoved into the General Government. More.
over, theStatelegislatures,beingundertheimmediate
view of their constituents, will find the truth of the old
adage,‘ Too much familiarity breeds contempt.’ The pres-
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eut amendment of the Constitution is urged by Virginia
and New York for the purpose of dividing between them,
atthenextelection,thetwo
first offices of the Union.
the, national
Virginia was almost in open revolt against
authorityduring Mr. Adams’s reignbecause a Yankee,
and not a Virginian, was President, and laws are passed
i n conformity with fine maxims, assumed from the British constitution, which give to a Virginia President royal
power. Not by mereinference;butbydownright
demonstration, it is shown that the republican party were not
dissatisfied because the power of the Government was too
great,butbecauseit
’was not in their hands. The false
principles which they have dignified with the name of republicanprinciples-hostile
to alY government,and immediately fatal t o all republican government-were only
assumed toleadhonestmen
by slow butsuredegrees
f a alyucre fhe&-inc@es of o w Constifufion,and co-operate in
their own subjugation to the aristocracies of Virginia and
what I havesaid,beinclined
New York.Youmay,from
to set me down as a croaker, but in this you would be deceived. There isalways a counter-current in human affairswhich opposes alike both good and
evil.While
the
republicanformlasts
we shallbetokrably
well govteempeserned, and when we are fairly afloat again on the
fuovs sea of libtrfy, our Cromwell or Bonaparte must so far
us an independent
comply with national habit as to give
a popularrepresentation.
judiciaryandsomethinglike
Like the forked, featherless bipeds which have preceded
them, our posterity will be shaken into the political form
which st& be most suitable to their physical and moral
state. They will be born, procreate, and die like the restof
creation, while here and there some accomplished scoundrels, rwi nantes in gurgite vasto, will give their names to
the periods of historq-.”
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“ I like well your treaty with France,” Morris wrote to
Robert L. Livingston, November Ath, ‘<and have declared
to my friends, some of whom are not pleased with the declaration, that it is in my opinion one of the best we have
made. O u r party, though with numerous exceptions, bpposed it ; for one reason, that
i t cost money the greater
part of which we to the northward must pay, and it gains
territorywhich
will,in
theirapprehension,by
giving
strength to the Southern representation, diminish the Eastern influence in our councils. They dislike it, also, because
it has strengthened an administration which they abhor.
To tell you an important truth, my friend, you have saved
that administration, who, i n return, will never forgive you
for performing, withoit orders and without power, such
great public service. Your conduct
is a satire on theirs,
for you have gained what they did not dare ask.
“I agreewithyou in the opinion that the late negoof Britain.
tiation was conductedmiserablyonthepart
But mark how the affairs of this world run : the King’s
a miserable
Ministers,havingbungledthemselvesinto
of itintoanexpensive
peace,bungledthemselvesout
war, and have thereby roused the national spirit, depressed
before ; and now it is well within the circle of probabilities that events to which they
are but solemn witnesses
shall get thetn gloriously through the contest, and place
in therank of nations.Britain,
theircountryforemost
by continuing the war, may break the power
of France ;
for even if the First Consul get over with fifty thousand
up
men,hiscondition
will beperilous.Whilehempled
in Britain, his affairs on the Continent
may run wild. If
he be successful, the greater powers of Europe may perceive that they must immediately attack Frauce to secure
their own independence ; and, if he be unsuccessful, they
may fall on in general concert to share his
spoils. If he
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fail in his attempt to land, it must cost some of his best
troops, and this to
a nation as hasty.as the French may
beasignalforrevoltamongthosewhichremain.
If he
declines the attempt to invade England, his reputation,
which to men in his situation is everything, will be materially injured. As totheconquest
of tenmillions
of
men determined to maintain their freedom and independence, it is quite out of the question, if they be but tolerably managed. These, you
will say, are my dreams, and,
will
when it is considered that ere they reach you events
have tested their truth,
I must acknowledge it would be
;
moreprudenttosuppressthantocommunicatethem
but I neverconsultprudencewhenwrite
I
to
you.
Adieu.”
Morris always kept his friend James Parish au coarrant
withaffairsin
thiscountryandhisownwell-being.
In
his letter dated November 29th, he says : “You are very
you so kindly express that
I cannot
good in the regret
of.
partake of theproduce of yoursevenhundredfeet
glass. God grant that you may long in peace enjoy the
position you embellish. If, however,thosestormsand
tempests which shake the moral world shall set your bark
afloat, come, my good friend, and share with me my quiet
of a new world,
harbor ; you shall see the rapid growth
for I have often told you that, with respect to this country, calculation outruns fancy, and stiil fact goes beyond
calculation.Theresolution
of thecessionbyFranceof
was grounded, of course,
Louisiana to the United States
on the conviction that war would take
place, as it has alreadydone,betweenFranceandEngland.
You tellme
of
that you had already begun to tremble for the trade
your place. In my letter of the 14th January, then before
up
you, I had said : I consider the peace lately patched
with France asofveryshortduration.’ThePeace
of
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Amiens was, in m y opinion,the most wretchedblunder
ever committed by men having the smallest pretence to
common-sense. I t placedBritaininthenecessity
of reIt
commencingthewartopreserveherindependence.
gave to France a certainty, if it was preserved, of ruining
I t tended, initsconseher rivalin
nodistantperiod.
quences,completelytosubverttheliberties
of Europe.
Now, although it was not given to
bfessrs. Addington &
Co. toforesee, it was presumable that, when events should
arise, they would be able to sce, and, even should their visual faculties be obtuse, I had no doubt that they would be
made to feel the condition of their country. T h e cause of
the war, then, is to be sought in the treaty of peace. Indeed, I stated to you that result in my letter of February,
1802, to which I now refer, instead of taking up your time
withobservationswhichmightnowbecalled
after-wif,
seeing that there is no difficulty in showing some reason
or other for what has actually happened. Your port
will,
I suppose, be blockaded by the British fleet till
it shail
be barred by the bolts and chains of nature. Before this
reaches your hands, you wil1 know the result of the First
Consul’sinvasion.Myopinion
is that, if Britaincontinues the war properly, she will break to pieces the power
of her adversary. Gods ! what a moment for a great man
I
tostepintothe
place of Mr. Addington.But,when
look at the course of events, I am led to believe that little
men may succeed where
great men might fail, and thus,
folding my arms, submit serenely to the will of Heaven.”
Again, on December 13th he wrote to Parish, expressing
a profound satisfaction that he no. longer occupied a POsition in public life.
“Thank God,” he says, (‘1 am no longer in t h 6 situation
youdeplore. Not being in either House of Legislature,
I am, of course, no member of a minority. In e f f e e
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friend, had our country been in a condition so quiet as to
justify me to my own feelings, I would have resigned my
seat. Thiswould,however,havebeendisagreeable,
becauseitwouldhavebeenunpleasantto
my
friends.
Luckily my political enemies, finding no hope
of bringi n g me into an alliance with them, saved me the trouble
inmy placeanotherman.
of a resignationbyelecting
Luckily, also, I terminated my career in a manner gratifying to my friends, and respected by my foes ; so that I can
devote myself wholly to the pursuits of private life. This
is the point a t which I have always aimed; and, having thus
got safely to my desired haven, no light or trivial cause
will force me againuponthetroubledocean.Luckily
we have in our party men of ability for every station, so
that, ifwe get the upper hand, which
is not improbable,
they can dispense wilh the services of one whose ambition
is satisfied.
“Apropos of Bonnparte, the position to which he had
raised himself was to me a sufficient proof of his talznts ;
butevenwhilehewas
in Itnly I consideredhimasthe
future master of France. Circumstances rendered
a master not only needful but certain. Reasoning
in like manbe painful
ner on circumstances, I knew that his yoke must
and odious to the conquered countries. Indeed, I not only
foresaw, but foretold the present state
of Europe in the
earlystages of theFrenchRevolution.Twentymillions
of men thrown into so wild a condition must, after doing
great mischief to themselves and others, become the subjects of a militarydespotism.But
t b u g h this result is,
humanly speaking, inevitable, it can onlybe completed by
agreatman.Suchmen,however,arealwaysformedin
such
such circumstances ; .or, to speak more accurately,
men always exist, and such circumstances give them the
means and opportunities.Nowitfollowed
of necessity.
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that a great man,atthehead
of a warlikenationand
raised into power by the sword, would feel the necessity
of occupying ardent sp’irits abroad to prevent them from
doingmischief at home. T h u s France,disciplinedand
&iycommanded
in necessarywarwithherneighbors,
was the object ever present to
my mind, and I sought in
vain the talents which should oppose
her. They didnot
exist in the Cabinets of Europe. Feeble minds must, from
the nature of things,pursuetrivialobjectsbyfeeble
means. I think, however, that England
is saved by a series of most egregious blunders.”
The great event of the session of Congress, during the
winter of 1807,was the trial of Samuel Chase, an Associate
Justice of the Supreme Courtof the United States, charged
with arbitrary oppression and intemperate conduct on various occasions, and impeached by the House of Representatives before the Senate.
H e was acquitted, but his acquittalproducedmuchirritation,andJohnRandolph
moved to submit an amendment of the Constitution to the
effect that the Judges of the Supreme Court, andall other
by the
courts of theUnitedStates,shouldberemoved
Presidentonthejointaddress
of bothHouses of Congress. I n a letter to Uriah Tracy, dated January Sth, Morris deals with the constitutional restrictions to sucha measure. “ T h e idea,” he wrote, “that two-thirds of the whole
number of senators and of the whole numberof representatives is required by the Constitution to propose an amendI believe, only six
ment is certainlycorrect.Thereare,
cases in which the ryajority of a quorum cannot act. In
one of these cases, namely, the choice of a President by the
House of Representatives, a majority of all the States is
required-and the reason is evident. In two other cases,
which respect only the Senate, two-thirds of the members
present are required. One of them is the case of treaties.
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To havebound the wholeUnionbytheact
of amere
majority of senators present would, in
effect, have given
the power of making treaties to the President,
since, by
watchingopportunities,hewouldalwayshavesecured
such majority ; and to have ,demanded a majority of the
whole number might have occasioned delay, dangerous in
many cases, and especially when a treaty of peace should
be underconsideration.
By a provision of thatsort ab.
senteeswouldhavegivenan
efficient negative,without
Of course,cunning men, some of
directresponsibility.
whom will alwaysbefound
in legislative bodies, would
frequently have lain by to approve or disapprove, accordi n g to subseqnent circumstances, which, in affairs so urgent as the ratification of a national compact, might have
case of impeachments, the same rwproved fatal. In the
soning applies. If a mere majority could convict, public
officers might be made victims of party rage. If a majority of the whole number were required, members might,
by absentingthemselves,screentheguiltywithout
incurriugdirectreproach.Intheonecasefactionwould
too
have too much, and in the other justice would have
little,power.
Thereremainthreecases
inwhich twothirds of the whole number are required. These are,
first,
the expubion of a member ; secondly, the passage of a
law disapproved of by the President ; and, thirdly, amendments totheConstitution.Inthesethreecasesa
provision is carefully made to defend the people against themof party
selves-or, in other words, against the violence
spirit-which has hitherto proved fatal'to republican government. The constitutional restriction presumes that, in
a measure of indispensable necessity, or even of great utility, two-tlrircfs of the whole number of senators and r e p
recntatives would agree, an8 that, if they should Dot, &
?YWdanger wauld ensue. The public business might go
VOL.
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on, though a member of theLegislatureshouldbe
uilworthy of his seat. Neitherwouldthenationmaterially
suffer from the want of a particular law, especially of a
lawrejectedbytheFirstMagistrate.Thecase
of war
may indeed be supposed, and the additional case
of corrupt opposition by the President to the" organization
of
public force ; but even if it were allowable to reason from
extreme cases, which, as everyone knows, would be fatal
to all legal and constitutional provisions, yet in this extremest case the corrupt President could (with less danger of detection) do more evil by a misapplication of the
So, in the
publicforcethan
by opposing itsexistence.
case of amendments to the Constitution, it was presumed
that America might enjoy a tolerable share of felicity under the existing compact, and that, if acase should arise to
point out the necessity
of amendment, two-thirds of the
whole number of each legislative body would concur
in
It hasbeensomewheretrulysaid
therecommendation.
that frequent change of the law is a serious evil, and frequent change of the constitution a most afflicting calamity. That evil and this calamity we probably are doomed
toexperience. O u r fellow-citizensweredissatisfiedwith
things done by those to whom they had intrusted authority, and who adopted measures recommended by political
opponents, in the vain hope of estopping them by their
Since theprostration of thejudiciary,
ownconfession.
my anxiety about the Constitution
is not so great as in
farmer times. That mortal stab was but the beginning
of
a system-the more dangerous because it is not the result
of a conspiracy anlong ambitious men, for that might be
detected, exposed, and thereby frustrated. But the
mischief lies deeper, and the agents are actuated more by instinct than reflection, There is a moral tendency, and in
w m e cases even a physical disposition, among the people
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of this country to overturn the Government. Such
noxious humors can no more be cured by argument than the
gout.Withsome,
as in Virginia,theyarehereditary;
with others they are generated, as in Pennsylvania, by the
intemperate use of ardent spirits, imprudently imported.
In one case, aristocracy groans under that law of equality
whichformsthefairestfeature
in our Constitution ; in
another,badsubjects of a monarchyhavebrokenloose
andrunmad.Everywhereprosperityhadmademen
wanton,andtherebytheyhavebecomewicked.The
habits of monarchic government are not yet worn away
among our native citizens, andthereforetheopposition
to lawful authority is frequently considered as a generous
of moody
effort of patriotic virtue. Add to this the host
beggars starving for a time of pell-mell, havoc, and confusion. There is, therefore, much reason to fear that all attempts to save the people from their most dangerous enemy will fail, and, in consequence, the wishesof those who
long for a monarchy will be gratified. The repeal of the
Judiciarylawbattereddownthegreat
outwork of the
up vigorously by theConstitution. It has been followed
assailants, andthosewhohaveonthisoccasionthrown
themselves into the breach to defend our rights merit the
warm applause of a grateful nation. But what are
we t o
think of that nation in whose Senate a member can boldly
avow the design to make an inroad on the Constitution,
merely and expressly to secure the power of a ruling faction ? H e who, tenyearsago,hadventuredtopredict
this, even as a possible case, would have been viewed as
a mad man ; and so, perhaps, may he who now declares
of 8
that the reign of terror will follow the domination
single House of Representatives as surelyas light follow6
the sun. Thedangerousdoctrinethat
the public will,
expressed by a numerical majority, is in all cases to- be
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obeyed, &.ises from a perverse confusion of ideas and leads
to homibie results. That numericalmajoritynot
~nly
m y , but frequently does, wilZ what is unwise and unjust.
Those, therefore, who avow the determination strictly to
comply with it, acknowledgethemselvesthewilling
instruments of folly and vice. They declwe that, in order
to please the people, they will make the profligate
sacrifice of public right on the altar of private interest. What
mare can be asked by the sternest tyrant
from the most
desI)icable slave? Creatures of thissortarethetools
whish .tFsu-rpers employ in building despotism. They are
thedirectcounterpart
of him who is described by the
poet, withsuchinimitab€e
force, elegance,andperspicacity: ‘ Justum et tenacem proposito virum non civium,
ardor prava juventium non vultus instantis tyranni mente
quatit solida.’ Horace had seen the chameleon race of his
day change from demagogues to courtiers, or, rather, preserving their. cameleon substance, take the color
of the
thing they feed on.
“ This letter has grown too long, and will show, perhaps,
more of indignation than becomes a man who has imposed
an himself the law to bear, without murmuring, the course
of events. But minds ii unisonareresponsive,like
the
striags,of instruments exactly tuned, and I cannot behold
the struggle made to preserve the peace and happiness of
our country without feeling keen sympathy.”
“ASto the cession .of Louisiana,” Morris wrote to Jonathan Dayton, onJanuary 7th, ‘(I shouldindeedhave
lost dl shame, as well as pretence to understanding, if
I did not approve of it. A few millions more or less in
the , p i c e might be a fit subject for denamrats to bawl
rbuu, ii the .treaty had k n made by their opponents.
but it. really seemsunworthy of notice when the. subject is ,taken up OR a great scale. I see, with pou, thnt
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it will notbeeasytofind
a propergoyernor .for the
newly acquired territory, supposing always the
administration to know the kind of man necessary for the office,
and to seek him wlthout any motives
of party or partiality.
Let me add my belief, that no man, without the supportof
atleastonethousandAmericanbayonets,
can duly restraintheinhabitants
of thatregion.Time,however,
will unfold many things not dreamed of in the philosophy
ofourrulers.Therearetwopointswhichdo
flat meet
my approbation. One
of them is, indeed, of little consequence-the want of some restrictive designation of the
amount of French grants. This defect may seriously injure hereafter the title to landed property in that quarter.
I considertheamount
of thosegrants,howevergreat,
as a trifling object of national concern ; indeed, I should
of everynationin
Eunot be sorrythattheministers
rope had a large landed estate in America, believing as
I do what is written, that where a man's treasure is-there
will his heart be also. My otherobjection is moreserious: thestipulation to admittheinhabitantsintoour
I
Union will, I believe, proveinjurioustothiscountry.
do not consider whether the admission be constitutional
nor whether it be advisable, for, at the rate things go on,
the Constitution cannot last, and an unbalanced monarchy
mill beestablished on its ruins. Although I seriously
deprecate that event, yet, as X am not now called on to
take any part in our councils, I have made u p my mind t o
float along as gently as I may. When the catastrophe of
our tragi-comical drama shall have arrived, questions on
the right of citizenship will be merged. These, therefote,
map be
no longer conlmand my attention. But, whatever
our form of government, X consider i t as of the last 'importance to resisteveryattempt
which foreigners may
h a k e to interfere in our domestic concerns.
Much 'more
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ought.we, in my opinion, to take care that our treaties be
so formed as never to furnish them with the slightest pretext. I thank you for Tracy’s speech, which is, I think, a
very good one, but I fear it will not save our social compact even from the present stroke.”
But to return to the diary. ‘‘On Wednesday, January
says, “ a t King’s, withGeneral
r8th, I dined,”Morris
Hamilton, in trio. They are both alarmed at the conduct
of our rulers, and think the Constitution is about to be
overturned; I thinkit is alreadyoverturned.Theyapprehend a bloody anarchy; I apprehend an anarchy in
which property,not lives, will be sacrificed. Thatit is
the intention of those gentlemen who have engaged themselves in the notable business of pulling down the Constitution to rear a monarchy on its ruins, I do not believe ;
that such is the natural effect of their measures, I am perfectly couvinced.”
It was strongly Morris’s opinion that Louisiana should
have been treated consistently with the general interest of
the South-New Orleans strongly fortified, and the whole
territory kept as a province ; but he felt that it might seem
to have the appearance of vanity to attempt any adviceon
thesubject. To Mr. Dayton, however, he expressedthe
following opinion on the“question,in a letter of February
14th: “ From the moment when the citizens of Louisiana
were made members of our Union, they became the natural
andpoliticalallies of the Northern and Eastern
States.
We have with them no competition
of interest ; on the
contrary, our shipping and mercantile capital are essential
to their wealth and prosperity, and equally indifferent i s it
to 11s whether the produce of O I I ~skill and industry be
vended to those who speak English or to those who gabble.theprovinciddialects of FranceandSpain.
As the
spirit of policy has no passion, so that of commerce feels
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110 attachment ; both are governed by interest. The Government have defeated themselves as to their main object,
andthey will, I believe, equallycommitthemselvesin
of domesticslaverymust
everydetail.Thequestion’
operateagainstourrulers,letthemdecide
i t how they
may. If you prohibit the introduction
of slaves, you attack the private interest of almost every man in the country. If you countenancetheintroduction of slaves, you
sign and seal the ruin of the Southern States. To replace
black laborbywhite
at once, youmustpersuade
the
planters to be poor till tobacco-grounds and rice-swamps
shall be peopled by the
sons of St. Patrick, and fortified
by the blessings of liberty and equality. Think not, neitherletany
of ourfriendsthink, of a separation. The
acquisition of Louisiana and the philanthropic system
of
government must throw the political power
of America
bvhere the physical power now resides. Oh, how I admire
those wondrous statesmen who cry out, ‘Perish a world to
save a principle !’ When the principle is, as usual, false,
the maxim is perfectly sublime.”
In May of this year the diary mentions, among Morris’s
guests at dinnerat Morrisania, M. and Madame Bonaparte”
and “ a youngEnglishman of geniusnamed Moore,? a
young man who has translated well several odes of Anacreon. H e is said to bea favorite with the Princeof Wales.”
The entry in the diary for July 11th is the news which
Mr. Wilkins came to relate, that, “ General Hamilton was
killed in a duel this morning by Colonel Burr.”
“ I go to town[Julyrzth],butmeet(opposite
to the .
hospital) Martin Wilkins, who tells me General Hamilton
is yet alive a t Greenwich, and not, as I was told this morn-

* Jerome BonapartemarriedMissElizabethPatterson.
of Baltimore, in
In 1 8 g Nqpoleon dissolved the marriage, but subsequently bestowed
large pension on his brother’sdeserted wife.
t Thomas Moore, the Irish poet, then on a visit to the United States.
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ing, in Greenwich Street. Go there. When I arrive he is
speechless. The scene is toopowerful for me, so that I
amobliged to walk in the garden to take breath. ’After
Raving composed myself, I return and sit by his side till
heexpires.
H e is opened, and we find that the ball has
of
broken one of his ribs, passed through the lower part
the liver, and lodged in the ve.rtebrae of his back : a most
melancholy scene-his wife
almost frantic with grief, his
children in tears,everypersonpresentdeeplynfiicted,
the whole city agitated, every countenance dejected.
This
evening I am asked to pronounceafuneraloration.
I
I
promiseto
do so if I canpossiblycommand
myself
enough, but express my belief that it will be utterly impqssible. I am wholly unmanned by this day‘s spectacle.”
“ T a k e Mr. Harrison out to dine with
me [July 13th],
Discuss the points which it may be safe to touch to-morrow, andthosewhichit
will beproperto
avoid. To a
man who could feebly command
ail his powers this subject isdifficult. The first point of hisbiography is that
he was a stranger of illegitimate birth ; some mode must
becontrivedtopassoverthishandsomely.
H e was indiscreet,vain,andopinionated
; thesethingsmust
be
told,orthecharacter
willbe incomplete,andyetthey
must be told in such manner as not to destroy the interest.
H e was in principle opposed to republican and attached
to monarchical government, and then his opinions were
generally known andhavebeenlongandloudlyproclaimed, His share i n forming our Constitution must be
mentioned, and his unfavorable opinion cannot therefore
be concealed. The most important part of his life was his
administration of the finances. Thesystem be proposed
was in one respect radically wrong ; moreover, i t has been
the subject of some just and much unjust criticism. Many
are stili hastile to it, though OR improper ground, I can
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neither commit myself to a full and pointed approbation,
All this must,somenor is it prudent to censure others.
how or other, be reconciled. H e was i n principle opposed
t o duelling,buthehas
fallenin aduel. I cannot thoroughlyexcusehimwithoutcriminatingColonelBurr,
which would be wrong, and might lead
to events which
every good citizen must deprecate. Indeed, this
mmning,
when I sent for Colonel Smith, who had asked an oration
from me last night, to tell
him I would endeavor to say
some few words over the corpse, I told him-in answer to
the hope he expressed, that in doing justice to the dead 1
u-ould not injure the living-that Colonel Burr ought
to
be considered in the same light with any other man who
had killed another in a duel ; that I certainly should not
excite to any outrage on him, but, as it seemed evident to
me that legal steps would be taken against him, prudence
would, I shouldsuppose,directhim
to keep out of the
way. Inadditiontoallthe
difficulties of thissubject is
the impossibility of writing and committing anything to
is already
memory in the short time allowed. The corpse
putrid, and the funeral procession must take place to-morrow morning.”
“ A littlebeforeten[Julyrqth]
go to Mr. Church’s
house,fromwhencethecorpseis
to move.Wearedetained till twelve. While moving in the procession I meditate, as much as my feelings will permit,on what I am to
say. I can find noway to get over the difficultywhich
would attend the details of hisdeath.
f t will be impossible to command either myself or my audience ; their indignation amounts almost to frenzy already. Over this,
then, 8 veil must be drawn.
I m ~ s tnot, either, dwell OR
his domestic life ; he has long since foolishly published
theavowal. of conjugal infidelity: .Something,however,
must,& said to excite public pity for his family, which he
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hasleft in indigentcircumstances.
I speakforthe
first
time in the open air, and find that my voice is lost before
itreachesone-tenth
of theaudience.Getthroughthe
difficulties tolerably well; am of necessity short, especially
as I feel the impropriety of acting a dumb show, which is
me. 1
thecase as to ail those who see but cannot hear
find that what I have said does not answer the general expectation. This I knew would be the case; it must ever
is toallaythesentiment
happentohimwhosedutyit
which he is expected to arouse. How easy would it have
been to make them, for a moment, absolutely mad! This
evening Mr. Coleman,editor of the Evening Post, calls.
H e took
He requests me to give him what I havesaid.
notes, but found his language so far inferior that he threw
it in the fire. Promise, if he will write what he remembers, I will endeavor to put it into the terms which were
used. He speaks very highly
of the discourse ; more so
thanitdeserves.
Mr. Hammond, who dined with
us, desiredme to think of somemeanstoprovidefor
poor
Hamilton’s familty. Mr. Gracieand Mr. Wolcottcalled
I had aIready mentioned the matfor the same purpose.
ter to Mr. Low, whoseems to think a subscription
will
not g o down well, because the children have a rich grandfather.Mr.Hammondmentionscertainengagements
in
bank, indorsed by Ludlow and David Ogden. The same
Be
thing probably exists as to him, Gracie, and Wolcott.
motives what they may, I will use the occasion and freely
pay my quota. Clarkson will unquestionably do as much.
David Ogden says he, Clarkson, will do more than he ought.
He is a worthy fellow, as, indeed, he always was, and is extremely wounded.
H e said to me on Thursday, just after
our friend had expired: ‘ If we were truly brave we should
not accept a challenge ;but we are all cowards.’ The tears
rolling down his face gave strong effect to the voice and
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manner with which he pronounced this sentence,. There
is no braver man living, and yet I doubt whether he would
so far brave the public opinionas to refuse a challenge.”
Togetherwithothers
of GeneralHamilton’sfriends,
afMorrisspentmuchtimeendeavoringtoarrangehis
fairs,whichwere
insaddisorder.
“ O u r friendHamilton,”hewrotetoRobert
Morris, “hasbeensuddenly
cuc off in the midst of embarrassments which would have
requiredseveralyears
of professionaI industrytoset
and.sixty
straight: a debt of betweenfiftythousand
thousand dollars hanging over him, a property which in
time may sell for seventy thousand
or eighty thousand,
butwhich, if broughttothehammer,
wouldnot,in
all
probability, fetch forty ; a family of seven young children.
We have opened
a subscription to provide for these
orphans, and his warm-hearted friends, judging of others by
themselves, expect more from it than I do.”
(‘I attend to-day,” Morris notes in his diary for
July
17th, “ a meeting of the Cincinnati. Order letters tobe
y i t t e n by a committee to the Vice-president, General, and
the Presidents of the State Societies ; also to Mrs. Hamilton. Order a monument to be raised in Trinity Church;
also desire Mr. Mason to pronounce a funeraloration.
*There is a question whether Mr. Pendleton should appear
and <answer, being summoned before the coroner’s inquest.
It is finally settled that it is not necessary. The declaration of the dying man is sufficient.”
“ Go to town [July 31st] to attend the Cincinnati, and
Dr.
to hear the funeral oration made.at their request by
Mason.”
For many years Morris had maintained silence on
the
a formerchapter,
subject ofcalumnies,mentionedin
in thecolumns of the
which Mr. Deanhadpublished
Aurora against him at the time of his mission to France.
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But in August, 1804,it became necessary t o take steps
with regard to them, and also that he should have friends
M.
in France to vouch for his good name. When asking
Leray de Chaumont and
M. J. C . Mountflorence to act
for him, hespoke of the affair in a letter to the latter, dated
dugust 22d, as follows :
“ T h e publisher of the Aurora thoughtproper, Some
years ago, to publish, among other scurrilities against me,
that I had been recalled because of an illicit correspondencewithEngland.Forthiscalumny
I instituted B
prosecution, and now, when the cause is near to maturity,
he has asked a commission to examinewitnesses
in
France, and has named as commissioners General
Arnmstrong,ournewminister,andMr.JoelBarlow
; and I
havenamed you and my friendLerayde Chaumont. It
will, 1 presume, be attempted to support the vile calumny
by thetestimony of falsewitnesses, or by the
proof of
what someone or other on some okasion may have said.
I confidently rely that both you and Leray will do what
may bepropertoprotectthereputation
of anabsent
friend. General Armstrong oughtin prudence to repel the
vile attempt of a common libeller to tarnish the character
of a predecessor-thechanceandchange
of allhuman
thingsmayplacehimhereafter
in a similarsituation.Doubtlesshecounts
on the good will of thosemen towards him and on their sense of his influence in the councils of our degraded country.
I am sure that neither
of
you will seewithindifferencetheattemptto
blast nly
reputation. The profligate and the perjured, who will believe all that is said, and swear to all that is asked, may
is not
indeedgivetherequiredtestimony.Theattempt
made, I am convinced, in any hope to establish the fact he
had the audacity to charge, butwith the desire to procure
materials for new defamation.
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CHAPTER XLV.
Letter to Mr. Parish. Reflections on Bonaparte’s intervention inGermany. Ideas on the re-election of Jefferson. Letter toJohn Penn,
of London. The political world of America, Takes no active part
Believes the Constitution has
in politics. Letter to AaronOgden.
received a mortal wound. Letter to the Duke of Orleans. Gives ,
his opinion on the chances of the Bourbon restoration. Comments ‘
on European affairs

M

ORRIS never ceased, naturally, to take an active

interest in the affairs of the Continent of Europe,
as well as in the political condition of Great Britain, and
fromtimetotimegave
Mr. Parishthebenefitofhis
reflections. Bonaparte’sintervention in Germanycalled
forth a long letter on October zd, in which h e says : “ I n
reflecting on the. misfortunes which have befallen your
city of Hamburg, I amforcedtorecollect
a reproof I
gavetoone
of yourmerchants for a eant not only of
Christian charity and national sentiment but, as it seemed
to me, commonhumanity,when,theneutrality
of the
North being secured, Frankfort-on-the-Main was greatly
distressed. I told him thetimewould.probablycome
when Hamburg would, in her turn, experience the same
distressesfromthesame
cause. He seemed t o suppose,
and that opinion was indeed pretty general among
YOU,
thatyouwere
all safeundertheprotection
of Russia.
O n all this subject I have had for many years of my life
but one opinion,Eversince.Frederick
put himself at
the head of the North to protect the
rights of the Germanic body, there have, in my opinion, been two German
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Emperors, and the fault which
I have perceived in Austrian politics was not to see the affair in that simple light,
andagree at onceto a partition.Thisalonewould,
in
my poor opinion, have saved that country from France.
“ I t is now organized in such a way that of three parties,
the Austrian, the Prussian, and the French, this last
must
be the strongest and, playing off the two first against each
I think, act
other, will govern the whole. Russia cannot,
efficiently so farfromhomewithoutderivinggreatreof war support
source from Britain or making the scene
hertroops,Both
may beneedful,andFrance
will certainly pursue those plans by which she has hitherto succeeded. If, therefore, you are to beprotectedyoumust
payforthatprotection,and
if youareconqueredyou
if you are plundered
must pay for being conquered, and
alternately by both parties you must pay
libera1 contributionsforthehonorthusconferreduponyou.After
all, you willfind thatyouaredependingonadream,
which for people wide-awake is a strange economy. This
Constitution of the Empire ;
dream is whatyoucallthe
inotherwords,the
Treaty of Westphalia.Nowwhen
the constitution o f a State exists only in and by a treaty
it has, in effect, noconstitutionatall.Itsfatemust
everdependonitsneighbors.Thusthecondition
of
on therelation
of forcebetween
Germanydepended
Austria and France till Prussia rose to a certain degree
; France
of eminence. Thenthebalancewasdestroyed
had an ally to whom she could give the North whenever
sufficient objects elsewhere might require it.
“The incidentalcircumstancethat
a King of Great
Britain should be at the same time Elector
of Hanover
could only
threw a small wheel into the machine which
embarrass its progress without altering essentially the rehis royalcapacity,was
sults. His BritannicMajesty,in
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the natural enemy, and in his electoral capacity the natural friend, of France. This single reflection
will go further to unravel the policy of the Cabinet of St. James’s
since the accession of the Brunswick line than half a ~ 0 1 ume of sterile facts. That we maycome,then,
to your
whom
situation, you are a fine prize to the neighbor to
you may be allotted ; but, if you remain a sovereignty, it
must be owing to incidents
so much out of the way in
which events usually proceed that it will appear to me as
a miracle. Those who find fault with the politiEs of Berlinarenot, I believe, well acquaintedwiththeinterior
of that country. Prussia has grown up
so fast that, like
all other plants of rapid growth, there is a want of solidity. A metaphor, I know,isnot a reason; and I know,
also, that to quote the text, ‘Those who live by the sword
shall perish by the sword,’ will not, in the present temper
of mankind, be considered as a su5cient proof of any
worldly proposition. I must, therefore, say that a French
armywould wholly disjointthatmonarchy.Poland
is
indignant at her present condition, and especially at the
p o k y (which she calls per$&) by which she was reduced
to it. The chief blame is laid bythePolesonthelate
K i n g of Prussia. There exists another interior cause
of
was, inonerespect,
a
weakness. FredericktheGreat
very littleandshort-sightedpolitician.Hisvanityled
him to sacrifice the power and safety of his successors to
purchase the incense of a few wits who had undertaken
to destroy the Christian religion ; and here that hath h a p
penedwhich
is written,‘Thefathersatesourgrapes
which hathsetthechildren’steethon
edge.’ Thedestruction of religion has loosened the bonds of duty, and
weak when there is a
those of allegiance must ever be
defect both of piety and morality. Frederick maintained
his philosophy on the enthusiasm which his. talents and
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good fortune bad inspired. But when the talents went
tb
the grave the blaze of enthusiasm naturally sank from the
in the ministers of
want of fuel; and I see no such fuel
His Majesty.
“When I was a t Berlin, the fate of Europe was in the
I mentioned to one or two what,
hands of that Cabinet.
i n my opinion,mightbedone.Among
others, I detailed.it to old Haugwitz. H e pressed my hand, the tears
‘ Oh, my dear sir,
rolling down his cheek, and cried out,
if the great Frederick, my old master, were alive, this conduct would indeed be as wise as it is great, but, alas !’ The
time, I think, is now gone by, and can only return by some
heavy misfortune to the French Emperor.
If that should
happen, feeble counsellors would take advantage of it to
show the wisdom of remaining quiet before, and thence
deducethewisdom
of stillremainingquiet.
I suppose,
throughout, that there is no corruption.
If there be, and
you wish to know it, you must apply to
M. de la For&
and M. Talleyrand.”
Of the democratic principles and the politics of his own
countryMorrisgave
a shortbutpungentdescriptiqn,
November 20th, in a letter to a friend in which he says
:
‘‘ Democratic principles are in the high-road of successful
experiment, and we seem to be sailing before the wind in
the old track towards monarchy, which has ever been
the
termination of mobgovernment.Something
may happen to arrest this progress to anarchy and stopus short of
the abyss, and I indulge flattering hopes, but should be
puzzled to assign any rational ground.”
To Madame de Stael he wrote in December, to
co’ngratulate her an her returnto France : ‘‘ Yai vu par les gazettes
POUS estpermisd’hahiter
la
allemandes,madame,qu’il
France, et sachant votre amour pour la patrie, je vous e n
fais mes fdlicitations. Vos afiaires sQnt e a si bonnes mains
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ici qu'elles ne peuvent que s'en bien trouver.
[A certain
Mr. Cooper had charge of the lands Mr. Morris had purchasedforher.]Lesdetails,pourtant,nepeuventvous
&re nuisibles, puisque le canton oh sont 1-0s terres est de
plusenplusrechercheparlescolonsdelaNouvelle
Angleterre que nous appelonsYankees et qui sont, en effet,
de devenir
des meilleurs. Ainsi le prix ne rnanquera pas
plus eleve.'' f
Affairs of various descriptions occupied Morris during
thewinterandsummer
of 1805. Hisbusinesscorrewas, .besides, deeplyenspondencewaslarge,andhe
grossed in large land-schemes which required always the
utmost knowledge and tact to successfully develop, and
were rendered all the more difficult because many of the
in different parts
holders of land were foreigners, living
of Europe, and communication was slow and uncertain.
of thiswinterandspring
Letterssupplythehistory
better than the diary, but not before June ad mas there a
letter of any particular interest written. Morris gives his
friend Mr. Parish in this letter his
ideas on the re-election
of
Mr. Jefferson, who," h e says, l1notwithstanding your conjectures, has been re-elected without opposition, although
the talent of the country and most of its property is opposed to him. But his party thrive by sacrificing permanent public interest to a fleeting popularity. Their opponents therefore cannot expect favor from the people until
themischiefs that result from misconduct shall be
felt.
Mr. Jefferson's supporters (the knowing ones, 1.mean) are
*,TRANSLATION.
"
Inotice in the German gazettes, Madam, that you are
allowed to live in France, and, knowing your patriotism, I felicitate you accordingly. Your affairs here arein such good handsthattheycannot
but
receive the benefit of the fact. Details of them, however, can do you no
harm, since the region inwhich your landis situated ismore and more
60Ugbt by New Endand colonists, whom we call Yankees, and who are, indeed, of the best. Thus its value cannot fail to augment.
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all aware of his incapacity, but they have no personwhom
they can run, and their present object is to find out some
of his
new idol for the people to worship for the benefit
priests.Thisparty
is splitintotwounequalportions:
those who call themselves the moderates, and those who
call themselves the genuine republicans ; in other words,
the few who enjoy, and the many who covet emolument.
The former think as such folk always think, that measures
of rewhich brought them into power deserve the name
form,butthatacontinuance
of suchmeasures,annoyingthem in theexercise of power, is aflagrantabuse.
They, of course, cry up theadvantages of moderation,
whiletheiropponentspointouttheirwell-known
vices
to
andacknowledgeddefects.Thesefolkhaveagreed
speak well of Jefferson, abuse the federalists, and disagree
about
everything
else. This
honorable
compact
has
hitherto been adhered to and, except the
first article, wiil
notbe violated. Butnotwithstandingthatgentleman’s
timid cunning, he will hardly be able so to trim for three
yearstocome
as nottobeopenlyattackedbefore
his
timeexpires.
If thosewhoeggedhim
on to violatehis
duty should hereafter punish him for
it, you must not be
surprised; for this, also, is in the natural order of things.
Remember me affectionatelyto Voght, and tell him he
had better come and purchase a barony in America ; for if
we should get revolutionized we must, in our turn, be bestarred and begartered, but if not, property must acquire
its due weight, and, when joined to ability, secure to the
possessor all that the world covets, so that he has a sure
game to play.”
Pen%
ThefollowinglettertotheHonorableJohn
Esq., M.P., of London, was written in consequence
of a
requestfrom Mr. Penn for information
of his ancestor,
William Penn.

I
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“Your ancestor,”Morriswrote,
“ w a s a trulygreat
man whose qualities are not so well known as they ought
to be. I have written to a son of my uncle Robert Hunter
Morris,* to examine his father’s papers, and collect such
materialpas he may find among them suited to your purpose. The plan you mention is in every respect laudable.
Our families have been connected in friendship from, the
reign of Charles the First, and when your father received
the resignation of my uncle, he, in testifying his concern,
saidhe hadhoped,aslongasthereexistedany
of the
name of Penn and Morris, the former would be the proprietors and the latter the governors
of Pennsylvania. I
cannotgiveauthenticationtomanyfacts
of a delicate
In general,
nature, which I therefore forbear to mention.
there rests in my mind a conviction that your family was
about that time betrayed by some in whom they reposed
confidence, and whom, unfortunately,
they
continued
to
trust after unquestionable evidence of perfidy. Yourgood
sense and humanity will, I trust, lead you to tread lightly
on the ashes even of those men.
“ I a m glad that a personal acquaintance has enabled
you to know the justice of that favorable opinion which I
had formedandexpressed
of yourroyal- family. The
King is not only a well-bred gentleman, but (if I am able
to form an opinion from conversations, not infrequent, at
his levee) a man of much valuable information and sound
hisduty,
sense. H e is, moreover,religiouslyattachedto
and perfectly well knows what
is required from a King,
I n theart of governandfrom a BritishKing.
ment we supposed ourselves adepts, but time and experience will show, and perhaps remedy, our defects. . .
In
effect,our population is too sparse for much mischief, and

.
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Robert Hunter Morris had been Governor of the Colonies of Pennsyl.
vania and New Jersey.
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it is evidently the interest of a majority, as it is certainly
the general interest, to maintain order and support justice.
When some storm shall arise from abroad, andwho, in the
changeable climate of political life, can expect a continued
ca!m ? the mischiefs of our system will show themselves
so clearly as to compel the
most unwilling to submit to
proper alterations. In short, my dear sir, men, like other
is fit for them, and
animals, discoverinstinctivelywhat
thus government beoomes the result of character, manners,andcondition.
By the by, you mistake in supposingthat I holdan office. I am in what Mr. Madison
calls the post of honor, viz., a private station.”
To Mr. MountflorenceMorriswrote
on June 22d,
rather despondingly, of the political. world of America :
‘(Our democrats are split (from New England southward)
in effect, to the
undervariousappellations,amounting,
difference betw-een the ModCres and Jacobins in France,
or between thosewhohave
gotintopowerandthose
who aregettingintopower
on theshoulders
of the
mob. By this word mob I mean not so muchthe
indigent as the vicious, hot-headed, and inconsiderate part
of the community, together with that nun~erous host L f
tools whichknavesdo
work withcalled
fools. These
of allempires,kingdoms,and
folksformthemajority
commonwealths, and, of course, when not restrained by
political institutions or coerced by an armed force,
possess the efficient
power.
And as power so possessed
must needs be abused, it follows, in direct consequence,
that the affairs of a democracy will ever be in the hands
of w e R k and wicked men, unless when distress or danger
shall compel a reluctant people to choose a wise and virtuous administration. From this you will perhaps infer
that democracy is a bad species of government ; but there
we shall disagree, for I hold that it is no government at
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aI1, but, in fact, the death or dissolution of other systems,
Or the passage from one kind of government to another.
What the new system may be time alone can discover.”
Thatphilosophy
whichwas
one of Morris’s strong
characteristics he clearly showed in the following letter to
Robert R. Livingston, in which hemade a mild remonstrance against an imputed indifference to the public welof hisnotholding
office underthe
farefromthefact
Government.
“ I have always found,” he says, ‘(that the enmityof my
enemiescould be countedonwithmorecertaintythan
the friendship of my friends. That I and my friends take
no part in the politics of the day is not only natural but
necessary, for if we shouldsupporteitherfaction
of a
party whose point of union was their enmity to us, we
foul charges
should acknowledge as truethefalseand
But, m y dearsir,when
theybroughtagainst
us.
you speak of my indifference you do not sufficiently consider my situation. I never sought, avoided, or resigned
an office, but continued at my last post to the latest moment, and was then replaced by a gentleman who was, I
presume, more worthy of the public confidence.
“ I t becomes me, in submission to the will of my fellowcitizens, to doubt of my talents, for I cannot, neither can
they, doubt of my integrity. Unworthy, then, of the honors and offices of our country, what remains but to cultivate quietly my farm and bring my sentiments to the level
of my condition? My future conduct must be governed
by circumstances which cannot now be foreseen, but as
thepeoplehavethoughtpropertoseverthoseties
by
which I was formerly bound to their service, they have
conferred a right to accept or refuse any future offer. I
am connectedwiththemembers
of my party by their
worthand by their kindness. If I couldfor a moment
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suppose they harbored designs unfriendly to our country,
thatmomenttheconnectionwould
be dissolved.But
I
have all the evidence which the nature of the case admits,
I bethat their views are honorable,just,andpatriotic.
lieve this, also,of many among your party and among your
presentadversaries.
It is my wish that every such man
so we might stand and
were numbered in our fold, that
fall together. I shall not, however, preach politics in the
vain hope of making converts ; for a mind cooled by the
a
winters of half a century has no disposition to become
moral Quixote. It ismy duty to accept with resignation
what the will of God has offered, and this becomes less
difficult from a conviction that few men or things are worth
one anxious thought.”
“To-day I dine with the corporation,” the diary for November 25thmentions.
“Afterdinner Mr. Kingand I
visit a partytowhich
we wereinvited-a
large dinner
given to General Moreau.* It seems certain that ourGovernment will adhere to the resolution of doing nothing.
Great Britain will probably increase the depredations on
our commerce. Spain will perhaps give the Floridas for
the country west of the Mississippi, provided we give boot.
Miranda has been down, and, as we expected, met with no
encouragement. He is now engagedinaprojectwhich
would be wise if backed by this country, but appears wild
in its present form.”
Being appealed to by Mr. Jonathan Dayton, during the
autumn of this year, to enlighten the public, through the
medium of the gazettes, o’n the foreign and domesticconcerns of the country, Morris objected to this request the
in articles
factthatthenewspapersalreadyabounded

* General Moreau had been banished in 1%
and then to the United States, for conspiracy.

by Napoleon-first to Spaln.

He remained in this country
seven years, when he returned to Europe,entered the service of the Czar,
and was killed at the battle of Dresden, in 1813.
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which “few,” he wrote, December 18th, “take the trouble
to read, and it is not easy to enlighten those who are not
already possessed of more information than men in general can spare time to acquire. And, after all, it would be
presumptuous in me to obtrude the reflections and experience of only thirty years on a community every member
of which is a statesman born. That our administration is
too feeble is, I believe, too true. What you say
of their
you we have the choice of
chief is curious. When he told
enemies, hestated a factapplicableatalltimestoall
countries,sinceanyblunderingblockhead
can make a
war;butwhenheacknowledgedthatwe
have not a
choice of friends, he pronouncedtheseverestsatireon
himself, since this misfortune can be attributed only to
a
series of false and foolish measures.
The position of our
country enables her, in general, to take the part which may
best suit her interest ; and the state of Europe for several
years past has been such that the exercise of a little common-sense wouldnot only havepreserved us from our
presentridiculousconditionbutplaced
us perfectlyat
ease hoth at home and abroad.”
‘<Youask me a question,” Morris wrote, December Ath,
to Mr. AaronOgden, of Elizabethtown,“telling me, at
a
thesametime,thatitcanbeansweredbynonebut
prophet. I hope you do not mean to confer that title on
me, whopretendonlytocomparepresenteventswith
what happened in the ancient days. Those who will not
believe Moses and the prophets, neither will they believe
; and those who
though one should rise from ‘the dead
will not trust the experience of history are incapable of
political knowledge. Your question is a kind of dilemma.
If by the former part you mean to ask whether the power
of our Federal Constitution will be committed to a b k ’ r e spectable men-I answer, no. That Constitution received,
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through the judiciary, a mortal wound, and has declined
more rapidly than was apprehended by the most fearful.
To the second part of your dilemma I saythat, if the
morals of our country were sound, we might foster high
hopes ; but, thanks to the present administration, we have
travelled farther in the road to corruption during three
coryearsthan-Englanddidin
half a century.British
ruption has, indeed,beengreatlyexaggerated.It
is far
from general, either in the House of Commons or in the
election of memberstothat
house. A choice in the
countiesbeing made (asyou know) by free-holders, is,
generally speaking, out of the reach of corrupt influence,
and it is to be noted, in reasoning on English affairs, that
the ministers always, on important questions, consult the
is abanwishes of countymembers ; so thatameasure
doned if disagreeable to them. With us corruption begins
where, by the analogies of England, it should have ended.
Our people are deeply corrupted by that licentious spirit
which seeksemolument in theprostration of authority.
The outwork of respect has long since been carried, and
every new election presents n more hideous picture pf the
public mind ; so that, if the character of the people is to be
estimated by the objects of their choice, we shall find it
difficult to support a claim to wisdom or virtue. No paralIel can perhaps be found to such morbid affection, unless among. the Athenians, and even the mob government
of that extravagant tribe was in some respects preferable
to representative democracy. A mob is, indeed, a whimsical legislatureanda
wild tribunal,butit
has,in the
midst of its madness, some sense o< national honor and
some regard fo; justice. A body of representatives, when
influenced by Faction, will do acts of cruelty and baseness
would, i n his
which the most proflig;?te amongthem
personal character, be ashamed to avow.
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You conchde, perhaps, that I adopt the second part
of your dilemma. If so, youaremistaken.Ourpopulation is sparse and (pardon a coarse allusion), like small
beer, more susceptible of acetous than spirituous fermenof morals will
tation. I t is probablethattherelaxation
operate chiefly on the judicial department, be more characterized by fraudthan violence, andterminaterather
in basenessthantyranny.Butthere
is, as you know, a
point of depressionfrom which thingsreturnin
a contrary course. Therearealsochanceswhichmaybefall
us before we reach that ultimate point. Being in the great
family of nations, our family cannot be ignorant of our
condition. They must perceive that, without force to protect a territory and commerce widely extended, without
wisdom or vigor in our councils, we present a fair object
to their cupidity. If, then, we do not receive a broad hint
within ten years it must be numbered among the moral
phenomena. Nations, like individuals,
are not to bereasoned out of vice much less out of folly, but learn wisdom
. America,
andvirtueintheschool
of afliction. ,
my good friend, will at length learn some of those things
which an attentive study of the ancients long since taught
you. The people of the United States willdiscover that
every kind of government is liable to evil ; that the best
is that which has fewest faults ; that the excellence even
of thatbestdependsmoreonits
fitness forthenation
where
it
is established
than
on
intrinsic
perfection.
. How farthe influence of habits,manners, and
opinionswillpermitthemtopursuethe
best road is a
problem of no easysolution.
One thingiscertain,democracy cannot last. I t is not so much a government as
the dissolution of government, being, indeed, the natural
death of republics; so that, in reality, there are but two
forms, monarchy and aristocracy. That either should exist

.
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unmixed is next to impossible. The despot must employ
many who will both check and direct his power, and the
most cunning senate cannot avoid giving to individuals
a considerable share of authority. Moreover, be the complexion of a government monarchic or aristocratic, it can
do little when unsupported by popular sentiment.
‘ I Our poor friend Hamilton bestrode his hobby, to the
greatannoyance of hisfriendsandnotwithoutinjury
to himself. More a theoreticthan a practicalman,he
was not sufficiently convinced that a system may be good
in itself and bad in relation to particular circumstances.
H e well knew that his favorite form was inadmissible, unless as the result of civil war, and I suspect that his belief
in that which he called an approaching crisis arose from
a conviction that the kind of government most suitable,
in his opinion, to this extensive country, could be established in no other way.
“When our population shall have reacheda certain extent his system may be proper, and the people may then
be disposed to adopt it ; but under present circumstances
they will not, neither would it answer any valuable purpose. Statesmen arefrequently obliged toacknowledge
that the things which they consider as best are unattainable, I t would be a misfortune, underpresentcircumstances, to be chosen member of a convention for the purpose of mending our Constitution. A man may easily put
hisfinger on its faults : but let it be remembered that
nothing human is perfect, and that every change i s hazardous.
‘(When a. general question is raised as to the best form
of government, it should be discussed under the consideration that this best, being presupposed, is, if unable to preserve itself, good for nothing; wherefore permanency is
an essential object to which minor advantage must be
sac-
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rificed. But an absolute, that is, an unmixed monarchy,
would hardlylastthree lives. Perhaps,onimpartial in.
quiry, it may appear that
a country is best governed (taking
for a standard any long period, such as half a century)
a permanent
when theprincipalauthorityisvestedin
a
senate. Butthereseemslittleprobabilitythatsuch
body should be established here. Let it be proposed by
the best men among us, and it would be considered as a
plan for aggrandizing themselves. Experiencealonecan
a man
incline thepeopletosuchaninstitution,That
should be born a legislator is now among unfledged witlings thefrequentsubject
of ridicule. But experience,
that wrinkled matron which genius contemns and youth
abhors-experience, themother of wisdom-will tell us
that the man destined from the cradleto act an important
part will not, i n general, be so unfit as those who are objects of popular choice. Buthereditarysenatorscould
not long pteserve their power. In order to strengthen the
body it might be needful to weaken the members, and, fixing the office for life, fill u p vacancies from (but not by)
the people. When a general abuse of the right of election
shall have robbed our government of respect, and its imbecility have involved it in difficulties, the people will feel
what your friend once said, that they want something to
protect them against themselves. ‘ Is thy servant,’ said the
Syrian general, ‘a dog, that he should do this thing?’ Put
down the names of fifty leading democrats from the North.
You will, on a change of times, see them as obsequiously
cringe to individuals as they now servilely flatter the populace ; for a courtier and demagogue differ only in forms, .
which, like clothes, are put on. and off as suits the occasion. Interiorlythere is thesamerottenness,thesame
duplicity, the same fawning, the same treachery, the same
baseness. Hold up to each his picture and each will, like
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the Syrian, exclaim,“ Is it possible thy servant should

be

such a dog.’ Yet dogs, vile dogs like these, possess themselves of power under despotic or democratic rule.”
Just at this t h e , while looking over and adjusting
his
affairs, Morris found ‘‘ some articles,” as he expressed it,
“at the debitof his Royal Highness the Duke
of Orleans ;”
but, withhis accustotned delicacy in dealing
with those
to him for symamongthe tmigrCs whohadappealed
pathy in former years, in advising the Duke of his indebtedness he wrote : “ I send a note to my friends Messrs.
InglisandElliceonthesubject.Thesegentlemen
will
do themselves the honor of applying to your Royal Highness on the subject. The payment must depend entirely
on yourRoyalHighness’sconvenience,foralthoughit
would, under present circumstances, be veryconvenient
to me to receive-the principles which first led to the advance will ever prevent me from pressing the payment at
a moment unsuitable.”
The principal and interest of the ‘debt amounted at this
moment to upward of seven thousand dollars. “ I hope,”
Morriswroteto
Messrs. Inglisand Ellice, “itmaysuit
the Duke of Orleans to pay ; but if not, it will be right to
have the account settled and take a note for the amount.”
The Duke of Orleans finally, and after much reluctance,
paidtheoriginaldebt,buttheinterestneverreached
Morris. Whetherit was everpaid,andthemoney
kept
back by some agent employed in the
affair, will remain
always uncertain.
occasion towriteto
InJanuary, 1806, Morrismade
the Duke, and, first giving him-his opinion in regard to
the chances of a restoration of the Bourbons to the throne
of France, he further said :
‘‘Si je ne me suis pas permis d’ecrire souvent A votre
AltesseRoyale, ce n’est pas que j’aie perdu de vue ses
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inter& ou ceuxdesonaugustefamille,
maisdans la
conviction qu’il m’ttaitimpossibledelui&reutile.J’ai
cru devoir deplorer en silence ses malheurs et ceux de
la France-malheursqui
nem’etaient
pointinattendus
et que j’avais mCme prCdits il y a quinze ans. Les circonstances actuelles, suites necessairesdecelles
qui les ont
preddbes, me frapphrent fortement l’esprit lors du trait6
d’Amiens.* Jesupplie votreAltesseRoyale
devouloir
b,ien me permettre d‘y jeter un coup d’mil rapide.
‘‘ I1 me semble que les grandes puissances n’ont aucune
envie de remettre m r le t r h e la Maison royale de France.
A commencer par I’Autriche, il n’est pas douteux que les
Bourbons, qui se sont opposCs A son agrandissement, en
ItaliecommeenEspagneetluiontarrachel’Espagne,
sa haine; au ressentiment
seronttoujourslesobjetsde
du pass6 se joindra la crninte de l’avenir. J e ne crois pas
non plus
que
1’Angleterre
desire une
revolution
en
France. Le moment d‘enthousiasmepasse, la saine politique lui dCfend maintenant de reunir la France A 1’Espagne. I1 est de son inter& que les royaumes en decA et
n u deli desPyreneessoientrivaux.
La France, dans sa
qualit6 de protectrice de l’Allemagne, est la ressource des
princes faibles contre 1’Empereur. 11s cornptent d’autant
plus sur elle qu’il est de sa politique d’eloigner les arm6es
autrichiennes du Rhin, et
d’y entretenir de petites puissanceslesquelles h i serontdtvoukespar
la relationde
leur faiblesse avec sa force. Sous ce point de vue, il est
indiffkrent A la Prusse que Louis ou Napoleon soit assis
q u e la
surletr6ne ; maisilneluiestpasindifferent
France soit ouverte du c8tC de l’Espagne, de 1’Angleterre
et de l’Italie, puisque pIus ses dangers sont grands plus
elle recherchera l’alliance dela
Prusse. Si Bonaparte
s’est permis, en dernier lieu, de ndgliger la cour de Berlio,
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c’est par la seule conscience de sa propre force, Aussi la
prepondkrance de cette force a-t-elle fait ouvrir enfin les
yeux de Sa Majest4 prussienne aux dangers de 1’Europe.
Mais elle renouera ses anciennes liaisons au moment oh
Napoleon ne pourra plus attenter aux droits des autres
nations.
“ L a Russie, par suite de son Cloignement et de sa force
colossale, peut se dispenser de prendre un vif int&rCt a la
politique intCrieure de la France ; mais, vu l’instinct natuflchCe devoirune
re1 aux souverains,elleneserapas
I1 est
puissance mCdiocre A la placed’unetresgrande.
vrai qu’un mouvement passager, soit d’indignation soit de
g&nCrosit&,peutderangerpourunmoment
lescalculs
politiquesqui, A lalonguepourtant,dirigentlescabinets.
“Ainsije
crois,Monseigneur,quedanslescirconstances actuelles on ne doit pas espCrer la retablissement
delafamilleroyaleenFrance,et
j’oseb$tir, sur cette
consideration meme, son agrandissement kventuel. A cet
effet, voyons un instant lebut poursuivi parl’alliance et les
AlliCs. On cherche, d’abord, A din~inuer laforce d’un conquirant redoutable-butd‘ordreg&nCralprovenantd’un
intirbt tout aussigeneral.Aussi,
c’est l’objetuniquede
la Russie du &ti del’occident.
L’Autricheconvoitela
Bavikre dont l’glecteur, en s’alliant & la France, lui donne
beau jeu. Elle
desire, aussi, se rkhabiliter en Italie, mais
sesalliesn’ontpoint
lem&me dksir. LaPrusse veut
acquerirl’filectoratdeHanovre,aveclesVillesHans&atiques, Hambourg, Liibeck et Br&me.
11 me semble que
le roi d’Angleterre doits’y priter, pourvu que lesPays-Bas
autrichiens, y compris
1’fivbchC de Liege, lui soient
accord&
en
echange. La Hollande
tomberait
alors
en
en partage A la Maison
&change dupaysdeFulde,
d’Orange, sous le titre de duche-principautb ou tel autre
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qu’on voudra. Dans tout &at de choses, les
Allies seront
d’accord pourprendre a Bonaparteses possessions en
Italie ; et voila, j e crois, ce qu’il faut demander pour le roi
de France, en y comprenant la. Savoie. Les AlliCs, a l’exception de l’Empereur, doivent le dksirer, puisqu’on s‘assureraparcemoyenune
barriBre contre la Franceet
contre 1’Autriche ; choses utiles l’Angleterre, a la Prusse
et A l’Espagne,maisessentielles
at1 papeetauroide
Naples. I1 me semble que 1’Autriche mCme n’en sera pas
tr&skloignCe, parce qu’il lui vaudra mieux renoncer a ses
projets sur 1’Italie que de s’exposer A &re envahie par la
y consentirade
France. J e suismemepersuadkqu’elle
bonnegrPcesionluiaccorde
la. BaviBre. Danscecas
pourtant, il conviendrait de prendre en &change pour le
roi de Sardaigne le territoire de Venise et que le roi de
A
Prussefasselacession
d‘Anspach etdeBayreuth
1’Electeur de Bavihre.
‘IAu reste, on ne peut pas plaire A tout le monde, et on
nedoitpasfaire
dCpendreles plus grands int&r&ts des
plus petits, Or, le plus grand
intitret, ou (ce qui revient
au m8me)celuiquipnraltl’&tre,est
d’kriger une forte
puissancedanslenordde
l’Italie, pourenfermerles
portes aux voisins.
‘‘ L a renonciation du roiau trane de France pourra
bien
lerevolter,maiscetterenonciationmeparaltl’unique
moyen de s’en assurer. Un acte de ce genre est
nul, par
la constitution de la monarchie,
e t lorsque les F r a n p i s
rappelleront leur roi, il ne sera plus le maitre de diffCrer;
or, il m’est dfmontre qu’ils lui adresseront cette invitation,
surtout s’il setrouveen
Ctat deleurfairecadeaudu
vivePiCmont, etc. En supposantqueBonepartesoit
ment press6 par ses ennemis-et certes, il doit a la longue
fl6chir SOUS le poids de leurs armes-il sera fort aise de
ceder leroyaumed’Italiepours’assurer
d,e la France.
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Mais la France, rCduite h ses anciennes limites et voyant
se dissiper le prestige dont on l’a bercke, ne souffrira plus
le rkgimeactuel. Les ambitieux qu’elle reckle dans son
sein s’entredechireront jusqu’h ce qu’il se trouve un chef
assez sagepourrechercherlafamilledeBourbon,qui
seule peut rktablir le calme et le bonheur. Rlais il est de
oh les vrais Francais
la dernikre importance qu’au moment
reviendront ii leurs anciens sentiments, leur roi soit dans
uneposition oh il pourra les appuyer d’uneforceconsiddrable. A cet effet, s’ktant nlknagC, par une Ccononlie
sage, de quoi faire marcher un corps de troupes suisses et
s’btant assurC d’une puissante diversion
du c6tC de 1’Espagne, le coup sera frappk avant que les grandes puisances ne s’en mslent ; et, la chose faite, elles enverront
d
Sa. MajestC des ambassadeurs, lui temoigner une satisfaction qu’elles ne ressentiront pas. J e vous demande mille
pardons,Monseigneur,d’avoirtantabuse
devotre patience, et vous prie de croire que je suis,
avec le plus
respectueux attachement, d e votre Altesse Royale le trhs
humble serviteur.”*

* TRANSLATION.”If I havenot allowed myself to write often to your
Royal Highness, it was not because I had lost sight of your interests or those
of your august family, but because I felt convinced of my inability to be
of use. I thought best to deplore silently your Royal Highness’s misfortunes and those of France-misfortunes by no means unexpected to me, as
I had predicted their advent fifteen years ago. The present circumstances,
the natural sequel of the preceding state of things, struck my mind strongly
at the time of the Treaty of Amiens. I earnestly beg your Royal Highness
to glance rapidly over it all with me.
It appears to me that the great powers have no desire whatever to place the
Royal House of France again upon the throne. T o begin with Austria, there
is no doubt that the
Bourbons, who always opposed her aggrandizement.
both in Italy and in Spain, and who have torq away Spain from her possession, will be the constant object of her hatred. To the rancor for the p a t
will be added the fear for the future. I do not believe, either, that England
desires a revolution in France. The first moment of enthusiasm over, Sane
politics will preventEngland from allowing thereunion of Franceand
Spain. It is to her interest that thekingdoms on either side of the m e n e e s
should berivals. , France, acting as t h e g r b t o r of Gemany, is the main-slaY
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Accounts from Europe were at this moment unfavorable to the Allied Powers. Napoleon was over the Inn, and
marching against t h e Austrians ; the Russians were not
yet collected to oppose him with effect. Commenting on
this state of affairs, January 3d, 1806, to Messrs. Inglis,
Ellice & Co., his bankers in London, Morris'says :
'*By activity alone Bonaparte can avoid being crushed
of the weak princes against the Emperor. They count all the more upon
France that it is in the interest of her politics to keep the Austrian armies
away from the Rhine by maintaining small powers whose weakness will be
devoted to her strength.
From this point of view Prussia hardly cares whether Napoleon or Louis is
on the throne, but she caresvery much that France should be unprotected as
far as Italy, Spain, and England go, and she will look for her alliance in the
very proportion of the dangers she is exposed to. If Bonaparte has allowed
himself, of late, to neglect the Berlin Court, it is solely due to his feeling of
strength. The overwhelnling influence of such a power has at last opened
the eyes of His Prussian Majesty to the dangers of Europe. But His Majesty
will renew his previous bonds as soon as Napoleon shall have become nnable
to attack the rightsof the other nations.
Russia, on account of her far-off situstion and of her colossal power, can
dispense with a lively interest in the interior politics of France ; but, obeying the instinct inborn in all sovereigns, she will be pleased to see a
mediocre power succeeda very great one. It is truethata passing access
of indignation or generosity may disturb, for a time, the political calculations which, in the long run, however, are sure to rulethe cabinets.
I do not believe therefore,Monseigneur,thatunderpresent
circumstances one can hope for the re-establishment of the royal family in France,
but I venture to build on this very fact its future aggrandizement. To prove
this, let us examine for one moment what is the object of the alliance and
of the Allied Powers. They want, first of all, to reduce the power of a feared
conqueror, a measure of general security based upon interests just as general. The eastern frontier is the only aim of Russia. Austria craves for
Bavaria, whose Elector, in allying himself to France, fans into her game.
Austria also wants to regain her preponderance in Italy, but her allies have
no such desire. Prussia aims at possessing herself of the Electorate Of Hanover and of the Hanseatic cities, Hamburg, Ltibeck. Bremen. It Seems to
me that the King of England might agree to all that, provided he be granted, for his share.the Austrian Netherlands, including the Bishopric of
Liege. Holland wouldthen-in
exchange for the Fulda c0untrY-k ceded
to the House of Orange, with a ducal or princely title attached to it. In mY
c-,
the Allies will agree to take from Bonaparte his Italian possessions;
and this it is that ought to beasked for the appanage Of the King Of France,
Savoy included. With the exception of the Emperor, the Atlies ought to
VOL. 11.-31

as I take it, both Prussia
and Denmark, .with Saxony and Hesse-Cassei, are opposed
to him. This-eontest must terminate by reducingthe
power of France, or leaving the world at her mercy for
Some time to come.
“Your glorious sea-combat under Lord Nelson shows

by the weight of the Allies, if,

agree to that, as it would constitute a barrier against France and against
Austria, a useful combination for England, Prussia, and Spain ; an indispensable one for the Pope and the King
of Naples. It seems to me that
Austria herself might not be very adverse to it, since it is better for her to
give up her plans upon Italy than to be invaded by France. She will even
”
Ifeel certain of it-agree to it willingly if she is granted Bavaria. In that
case, however, it would be proper to give the territory of Venice to the King
of Sardinia, and to induce the King of Prussia to cede Anspach and Bayreuth to the Electorof Bavaria.
Of course, one cannot satisfy everybody, and the weightier interests must
not be made dependent on the minor ones. And the greatest interest of all
“or, at least, that which appears so-consists in the creation of R power in
Northern Italy strong enough to close the gates against her neighbors.
The King may well revolt against his renunciation ofthe throne of France,
but such a renunciation seems the only means toward regaining it. Such a
deed is null and void, according to the essence of monarchical constitution,
and whsn the French recall their King he will not be allowed to hesitate;
and it b undoubted that they will be disposed to address to HisMajesty such
an invitation if they know that he will bring with him, as a present, Piedmont, etc. Let us suppose that Bonaparte be severely pushed by his enethe
mies-and it isevidentthathe
will sooner or latersuccumbunder
weight of their arms-he may be very much disposed to give up the Kingdom of Italy to secure to himself France, Then the French,
thrown back
behind their old limits and finding the prestige that deceived them vanished,
will find their present rule unbearable. The ambitious men France shelters
will begindevouringoneanother,untilthereshallappeara
chief wise
enough to send for the Bourbon family, who alone can reinstete calm and
happinesa But it is of the utmost importance that, at the momentwhen the
French return to their old feelings, their King 9hail be m a position to help
his friends with a mn?riderable force. To that effect, having accumulated,
through wise economy. enough money to bring forward a corps of Swiss
troop, and having prepared a powerful diversion on the Spanish frontier,
the blow can be struck before there is any interference from the great powers ; and, matters o w settled, they will send ambassadors to HisMajesty to
manifest a satidactbn they certainly will not feet
I
Monseigneur, a thousandpardons €or bavingthusabused
your
Rogal Highness’s patieno@,and I beg you to believe that I a m , with the
most respectful attachment to your Royal Hlgbeas, your very humble ser-

ark.
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what those who attended to the subject were
long since
of the
convincedof-thatyouarecompletelymasters
ocean. Inthe c o n s c i o u ~of poweryou will, I fear,
overleaptheboundsboth
of prudenceand
justice,of
which we, in the first instance, and you in the last, will be
victims. I knowitmust be unpleasanttoyourmercantile spirit to see a large, and, we may add, a disproportionate share of the world’s commerce under the American
flag, and the cupidity of your seamen may cast a longing
eye at the spoil which might be torn from us almost without an effort. But it would be wise to consider that now,
as heretofore, the results of our industry are poured into
your lap, and that in the vicissitude of human affairs you
may find it needful to invoke principles which it may now
I will notmakethislettera
be convenienttoneglect.
if to
treatiseonnational
law, butsimplyobservethat,
carry to your enemy the implements of war be unjustifiable, it is certainly justifiable to supply him with bread ;
and if it is justifiable to supply him with necessaries, it is
morethanjustifiabletosupply
himwithluxuries.
Far
from blaming, you should praise us
for sending tea and
coffee to France and Spain, taking from them as we do, in
return, their money-the sinews of war. That our administration and their friends and servants have not treated
youwiththefriendshipandrespectwhichgoodmen
among us wish is true ; but we ought not,on that account, to be embroiled, for in the course of a contest the
cause is frequentlyforgotten.Irritationsuppliesthe
place of reason and lasting enmities arise from a d d e n t a l
circumstances. I hope this will not
“ I havejustreadthememoirs
of Talleyraad,” Morriswrotetohisfriend
Mr. Parish,February &h, “in
which I find some truth with a great deal
of f a l a e h d .
Everything is exaggerated,even hiswealth sf t a t s .

be.”

.
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Hischaracter, also, is mistaken. He is notexactly of
criminal disposition, though certainly indifferent between
virtue and vice ; he would rather do right than do wrong,
and would not, 1 believe, perpetrate a great crime. The
story of poisoning,andthelike,cannotbetrue.Many
similar publications have lately fallen into my hands, and
the French Revolutionists are painted in them as black as
t h e devil. Unquestionably there has been more
of crime
acted within the last ten years on the French theatre than
is usually to be found in the records of history; and as
unquestionablythesystemsrearedonsuchabominable
foundationsmustsooncrumbleinto
ruin. Such is the
unalterable law of God, attested by the undeviating experience of past ages, but it will not be by hands perfectly
pure that the present powers will be overthrown, or new
ones raised. Crimebegetscrime,andoneabomination
succeeds to another,untilmankindaredrivenbacktowardsinnocence by thesoreexperience of guilt. From
the banks of the Elbe, now alive with navigation, you will
look calmly at the storm of nations.”
Again onMarch19thhewroteto
Mr. Parish:“We
have not sufficient information to decide on the actual or
probable state of things in Europe, but it would seem that
the power of Austria lies prostrate at the foot of France.
If this be so, Napoleon will consuli merely his own interest. To make up a judgment of this sort, more talent and
m r e intelligence are required than I pretend to possess;
of course, my bestcalculationsarebutguess-work.
I
guess, however, that the territory of Venice, and perhaps
theTyrolese, will be taken from Austria, together with
to it in: Suabia. I guess that
everythingwhichbelongs
Poland .will be again formed into a kingdom, and perhaps
Prussia may be compensated by Hanover for the loss of
terrjtoryelsewhere.Perhaps
Silesia mayberestored to

- -.
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Austria I will not make any further guesses, but
I conclude that the peace will be terminated just in season for
theoperations of thenextcampaign,andthatinthe
meantimetheFrencharmies
will subsist on the conqueredcountries.Prussia
will hardlycontendsinglehandedagainstFrance,andNapoleon
will probably reserve hjs decisions as to his friend in Prussia till he has
finished his enemy in Austria. Whether he will do more
than threaten us will, I presume, depend on the counsel of
Britain. Mr. Pitt willperhapsberemovedand
an administration be formed from the friends of Fox and Grenvillein
spite of the King,andany
new administration
to premust adopt something new initsconduct.Fox,
serve anything like consistency, must try to make peace
;
and Grenville must, for the same reason, insist on war till
a better peace can be made than the Treaty
of Amiens.
us arepurelyconjectural,
Thus the facts which regard
and, of course, the conclusions to be drawn from them.
We are not even a secondary consideration in the councils of France. If, toget a breathing spell,some new
compactbepatched
u p withEngland,Napoleon
will
to us, and he will pushSpain
certainlybetroublesome
forward (as theinjuredparty),reservingto
himself the
game of a faithful ally to Spain.
'(There, my dear sir, I have given you the best result
of my speculations."
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The summerof 1806. Letter to Samuel Hunt. Morris fears war.Con.
duct of the administration. Letter to Madame de Stael. General
Moreau. Letter to Chief Justice Marshall. Washington’s character.
Details relative to Lafayette’s liberation in 1796. Waiting for European news. B e g s Madame de Stael to come to Morrisania N a p
leon’s victory at Friedland. Letter to Madame Foucault. Letter to
the Marquis of Stafford.

s

EVERALshorttoursthroughNew
Yorkand New
England
occupied
and
interested
Morris
during
thesummer of 1806. Theprettyfarmsandpictnresque
countrythroughwhichhepassed,over
hills, anddown
into valleys along the banks of streams, made a charming
variety. “ I do notremember,”he
says, “ t o haveseen
anywhere so beautiful a country.” At home again by the
24th of September, he once more resumed the thread
of
his dailyroutine.Thatwar
was aninevitableconsequence of the conduct of the administration Morris was
at this time fully convinced, and, writing to Samuel Hunt,
of Marietta, on Octobergd, he gave vent to his impressions
of the general demoralization in high places, as follows :
“ I t is to be noted that sound heads are rarely found in
thecompany of rottenhearts.Vicecorruptsalikethe
judgmentandthe
will ; wherebyithappensthatbad
Let us take
projectsareseldomwellmatured.
up certain suggestions respecting plans agitated
in your
quarter. It seems far from impossible that some foreign
powers should wish to see a severance of our Union, and
that they would, at a suitable moment, take under their

. . .
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protectiontheultramontanerepublic.It
is nottherefore impossible that their agents should listen attentively
to propositions tending that way, and it is not improbable
that, if a scheme of this sort should be in agitation, communications would be made by leading characters with a
view to foreign aid. Disobediedce would be encouraged,
and the noise of needy retainers to conspiracy would be
called the voice of the people, and then, by blasphemous
transition, the voice of GOd. But these subtle contrivers
willfindthemselves
egregiously mistakenandfind,
to
their cost, that they have merely given to the body politic
a sufficient stimuhs to throw
off itsfoul humors. Our
politicianshavebeenmuchalarmed,Ihear,
by theapprehension of a peacebetweenEngland
andFrance,
which will, they suppose, be followedbysuckmeasures
on the part of the latter as may compromise our independence. Our rulers, like thesluggard,ask
a little more
sleep and a little more slumber, but sooner or later they
will.be awakenedinnopleasantmanner.The
war between FranceandEnglandcannot
be eternal. I t seems
to me thatsundryuntowardcircumstancesarelike
to
arise,and, considering the divided and
defenceless state
of our country, no common firmness, skill, and dexterity
will be required in the management
of our most important concerns. Perhaps these ideas
flow from the timidity incident to age. At any rate, I
will not, by publishing
them, become an alarmist. That
Jefferson should lose his
popularity is natural enough, but those who were wedded
to his opinions should notnow be permitted to claim a
divorce, He, poor creature, could have done nothing had
he Bot been supported by others. If, indeed, he had, after
getting into power, displayed any glaring and enormous
vice, his adherents might be allowed to plead their ignoranceand hishypocrisy.
But hisfollyis the great evil

488

DIARY A N D LETTERS OF

[CHAP.XLVI.

under which America groans, and his adherents
boasted
of his wisdom. Let them be remindedof this, and take to
themselves the resulting alternative.’’
A yearly letter, a t least, to M. Necker and Madame de
Stael kept them informed of the state of their property
in America, and of the sales, when the agents were fortunateenoughtomake
any.Morris’s
lettersto Madame
de Stael were,however, not whollydevoted to the discussion of acres and tenants and rents, as the following
epistle, in answer (October 7th) t o one from her, will testify. From her letter he quoted the initial sentence.
‘‘ ‘Si je n’avais que vingt-cinq ans au lieu de trente-ciny,
jecroisquej’iraisvous
voir. Vousne mecroyez,donc,
propre qu’A la soci6tt. des jeunes demoiselles. Soyez persuadCe, je vous prie, du contraire. Croyez, aussi, que 1’Lge
aux voyages. On en
de raisonest
celuiquiconvient
profitemieux, on y risque moins. BLtir des chiteaux en
Espagne, est une folie amusante : en biitir aux hats-Unis,
serait une folie ruineuse ; la main-d’aeuvre est trop chkre.
Mais faire Un petit etablissement d’ktk dans u n pays neuf
qui avance rapidement, y passer trois
a cinq moisde la
belle saison, sejournir quatre autres mois, soit a Philadelphie soit B New York, et employer en voyages ce qui reste
ne
de 1’annBe : voilh, je crois, une manikre de vivre qui
manque pas de sens cornmun, surtout par
le temps qu‘il
fait. Votre petite lettre d u 3 juillet m’a fait d’autant plus
de plaisir, madame, que votre caeur y parle aussi bien que
votre esprit. Heureux celui qui peut jouir de votre
societe. Nefrondez pas, cependant,lapetitebrochure.
Sun
auteur ne desire pas la mort du pCcheur, mais qu’il abandonne son impi&& Les rois renoncent
a l’indkpendance,
parce qu’en vrais philosophes ils preftrent la vie A l’honneur. Lorsqu’il se trouve m e exception A la r2gle gentrale du sikcle, tout en approuvant l’orgueil qui
l’inspire,
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il faut le ramener au sentiment de
ce qu’il doit aux autres : cela n’est pas lui faire tort. Au contraire, en aiguillonant partout l’esprit d’indkpendance, on
prCpare des alliesA
ceux qui se battent pour la IibertC des nations.
Vous me
direz, peut-&re, que c’est trop finement filer la poiitique.
Mais je ne suis pas homme politique,
madame, et d’ailleurs,
c’est le sentiment de l’auteur que j’exprime ; le mien, d la
vkritB, ne s’en Cloigne pas beaucoup. Je crois qu’il faut
tout hasarder, tout sacrifier pour l’honneur national, dens
la conviction qu’il ne reste plus rien
A perdre lorsqu’on a
perdu l’honneur.” *
The news of the Battle of Jena, fought in October, had
apparently just reached America, to judge from the following letter, written the 12th
of November, to Mr. Parish, at Neusteden : “You mention,”Morris says, “ that

* I ‘ If I were only twentydive instead of thirty-five years old, I think that I
wouldvisit you.” You believe me, then, to be only fitfor the society of
young ladies Kindly persuade yourself of the contrary. Believe, also, that
the age of reason is the best age for travelling ; one derives greater profit,
one risks less.
T o build castles in Spain is an amusing folly ; to build castles in the United
States Would be a ruinous one, for labor is too expensive. But to organize a
small summer establishment in a country that develops rapidly ; to stay there
during three to five months of the fair season ; then to sojourn four months
in Philadelphia or New York, and devote the rest of one’s time to travelling
-:hat constitutes a mode of life which lacks not in common-sense, especially
in our times.
Your short letter of July 3d was all the more pleasing, madame, since
your heart spoke in it M well as your mind. Happy the man who can enjoy
your society ! But do not make fun of my little pamphlet ; its author does
not wish for the sinner’s death, but for him to give up his infidelity. Kings
renounce their independence because they are true philosophers and prefer
life to honor ; if an exception to the ruleof the century looms up, we can approve the pride that induced it, but its authorhas to be brought down to the
consciousness of what he owes to otherj.It is doing him noharm.Quite
the contrary, in goading everywhere the spirit of independence. allies are prepared for those who fight for the freedom of nations. You will say, perhaps,
that this is cutting politics too fine. But I amno politician, madam, and,
besides, I am but expressing the ideas of, the author-not very foreign to.
mine, however. I think that one must risk everything, sacrifice everything,
for the sake of national honor, for when that is lost nothing remains.
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Prussia wzm at the feet of & a a p t e without a struggle.
This I distinctlypredicted to the Comt HaugkitB and
BaronAlvenslebeninJuly,
1796, and stated publicly to
the American S n a t e in February, 1803 ; and that France
wouldbecome the dominant power of the world,unless
restrained by wise and vigorousapplication of superior
force, was RIY decided opinion, expressed to those whom
itmightconcernin
1795, 1796,
and ~ 7 9 7 . That opinion
hasnotchanged.
I t was takenin 1789 andsuggested,
early in the year 1790, for the consideration of those who
could then have prevented much mischief, not only without effort but without hazard, securihg at the same time
thegratitudeandapplause
of millions. ButProvidence
hadotherwiseordained.
It is still possible,however, to
overturn that colossal power. The French armies will not
resist the attack of British and German troops, if these be
wellled.
They havenotsufficientsteadiness.
The Russians will certainly beat them under any tolerablemanagement. The .newEmperor, if his armiesare discomfited,
will hardly be able to preserve his authority. Your Danes
are brave, though not inured to war, and rather sluggish,
but the Swedes are incomparable stuff for soldiers. They
of trees,andnothing
can, if need be, liveonthebark
earthly is braver.Theyareactive,
also. TheDutch,the
Swiss, theItalians,the
Bavarians,will gladlyshake off
the yoke if they can. Depend upon it, if the French are
ferried a little way up the Danube Prince Charles
will
not be idle. If, on the other hand, France be successful,
as mice when they see the
all the South willbehushed
cat coming. And yet they will get nothing by lying still;
the fatter and sleeker they are, the better
will pussy be
pleased.
" You think Hanover wiIl return to its old master. This
may be. I rather think it is the interest
of Europe that
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itshouldnot,
but that England should receive Holland
and the Low Countries.
Will Hamburg and Liibeck fall to Prussia or Denmark ? I really cannot answer
As a c i - a h w t
that
question,
my good
friend.
Hambourgeois, you may perhaps prefer the interest
of that
city,which would be much promoted
by an unionwith
Prussia and the consequent opening of the Elbe. Let me
tellyou, further,that if England wereinpossession
of
Flanders, and Prussia of Hauover, these nations would be
sincereallies. Prussia would court the protectioq of the
Britishnavy,andEnglandtheaid
of Prussianarmies.
Praymake
my complimentstothe
K i n g of Prussia,
anddesire him topull down the walls of Hamburg. If
ever I pay that place another visit I should like to have
the liberty of coming and going at pleasure with regard
to hours. Seriously,
remember me to your family and my
i
friends.”
Morris was certainly prophetic in the views he held of
whatwouldbe
the future of the city of NewYork, for
in his diary, on
the 10th of January, 1807, he mentioned
the fact that “some speculators are about to
build a village
at Harlem Cove, which they call Manhattan.
It seems as
if the whole island of New York were soon to become a
village or a town. In lessthantwenty
years, if things
move on in their present course, it will be divided in small
lots as far up as what are called Harlem Heights, where
stood Fort Washington.”
“General Moreau, and the three gent.lemen who accompanied him and dined
with me yesterday,leaveme this
morning [January ~ ~ t h ]Among
.
many pleasant and some
curious anecdotes Moreau mentions the filthy conduct of
the Bonaparte family.
Madame Leclerc, as all the world
knows, thepresentPrincess
Borghese,isaMessalina.
Moreau says the Empress told him that her husband and

. . .
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hissister,MadameLeclerc,weretoointimate.
H e told
this to Madame Leclerc, who- denied it, at first, by saying
theEmpress was nobetterthansheshouldbe
herself.
Atlengthsheacknowledged
it. Bonaparte warited Moreau to marry his sister, Madame Murat, or his daughterin-law,now Queen of Holland. The refusal was perhaps
the primary cause of Moreau’s exile.”
‘‘ By an arrival yesterday [January zgth] it would seem
that Bonaparte is still successful in the North of Europe.
He possesses all Westphalia, Lower Saxony, and Lusatia,
as well asUpper Saxony,Holsteinexcepted.
It seems,
also, thatournegotiationwithBritainhas
failed. If so,
the wise men at Washington will have troublesome work.”
June 26th, Morris,havingjust
finished readingthe
fourthvolume of Chief Justice Marshall’shistory,took
had
occasion towrite to theauthor of thepleasurehe
found init, adding, “ I cannotrefrainfromexpressing
which
toyou my gratefulsense of thekindnesswith
you havementioned my name.” Thelettercontinues
:
“ I n approvinghighlyyourcharacter
of Washington,
permit me toaddthat
fewmen of suchsteady, perseveringindustryeverexisted,andperhapsnoone
who
so completeIy
commanded
himself.
Thousands
hare
passions, though few among
learned to restraintheir
them had to contendwithpassions
so violent. Butthe
self-command to which I allude was of higher grade. He
could, at the dictate of reason, control his will and con+
mand himself to act. Others may have acquired a portion
of the same authority; but who could, like Washington,
zit any moment command the energies
of his mind to a
cheerful exertion? After citing his letter to the Emperor
of Germany, you say it remains unascertained how far it
operated in mitigating the rigor . o f Lafayette’sconfinement, orobtaininghisliberation.Permit
me totrouble

*
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you with some'facts relating to that affair. At Vienna, in
October, 1796, I was asked by a confidential friend of the
Emperor's, Prime Minister Baron de Thugut being presI was charged
ent, whether it was true (as reported) that
mith a ' mission from Congress to ask the liberty of Lafayette. I laughed at the question, and, assuring the
questionerthere was no truth in thereport,expressedmy
opinion that it was a folly to detain him. A conversation
on thesubjectensued
inwhich,without
contestingthe
right of the Emperor to keep Lafayette and his companions in prison, if he deemed it needful to the public safety,
I urged that, whatever might have been intended had the
FrenchRevolutionbeencrushed
in the first campaign,
there were now so many who participated in shedding the
blood of Louis XVI. that, even if France were conquered,
it would be impossible to execute the prisoners at Olmutz.
Of coursethere was noobjectinkeeping
them, andit
worked injury to the Allies by uniting the French nation.
Some time after, I received a letter from Madame de Montagu, Madame de Lafayette's sister, mentioning the harsh
treatmentsheexperienced.
I thereuponaskedaninterview of theBarondeThugut,withoutmentioningany
definite object, and saw him by appointment the 18th of
December. We had
a long conversation on public affairs,
and discussed sundry things which appeared to me advantageous to His Majesty. The Baron gave me his thanks,
and then I put in his hands Madame de Montagu's letter.
After reading it he indignantly contradicted the account
of ill-treatment to M.and Madame de Lafayette, and expresseda wish that they had never
had anything to do
withhim.
I seized the occasion to observe that unqueshe w d
tionably the changes which had happened since
made prisonerrendered it difficult to .saywhatcourse
should now bepursued, because' the' same spirit which

.
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askedwhy he wasconfinedmightaskwhyhe
wasnot
or later be reliberated. Since, however, he must sooner
I
leased, thesoonerit
was donethebetter;therefore
permitted myself to ask that it be done immediately. He
told me he would probably be discharged at the peace.
I told him that of this I never doubted, and had ventured
to assure his friends that it must be so. 'But consider, I
pray you, monsieur le baron, that you will then get nothacing by his freedom, whereas now you may turn it to
count.' I then assigned reasons why it would produce a
good effect, not only in France but in England. 'If (said
he) England will ask for him, we shall be very glad to get
in
rid of him in that way, and they may turn him loose
London.' I knew that nothing would be done about
it i n
Engiand, for I had taken occasion to suggest the matter
to Lord Grenville in December, 1795, who told me there
werestrongprejudicesagainst
him. I therefore told M.
de Thugut I thought it improbable the British Minister
would touch this matter unless he should suggest a
wish
for their interference, and presumed that
he would make
no such suggestion. There appeared to
me, however, two
modes in which the affair might be managed : one, that on
the receipt of good news several prisons should be opened,
and among them that of OlmUtz ; the other, that liberty
M. de Lafayette and his companions
should be given to
as a favor to the United States, which(in that view of the
I
subject)Ipresumedtoask
in theirname.Nextday
enclosed to the Baron a letter for Madame de Lafayette,
and agaia pressed for the release of her husband, I left
Vienna the 10thof January, 1797,and learned at Hamburg,
in the September following, that these prisoners were, by
order of theImperial Court to be delivered up to Mr.
Parish(supposed
to be)theAmerican
Consul, which
place he had Wed with advantage to our country and
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honor to himself, but (on representations from the French
Republic) had been superseded. The 27th of that month,
on adjusting with the Imperial Minister the manner
in
which Lafayette should be delivered over to Mr. Parish,
M. de Thugut’s letter was communicated, and that stated
expressly that M. de Lafayette was not liberated at the
instance of France,but merely to show theEmperor’s
considerition for the United States of America.
‘I On the 4th of October I was present when M. Buol de
Schauenstein,theImperialMinisteratHamburg,
delivered M. de Lafayette into the hands of John Parish, Esq.,
as ConsulfortheUnitedStates
of America. .Notwithto me that M. deLafayette
standingthis,itappeared
chose toconsider himself as freed by the influence of
General Bonaparte, and I did
not choose to contest the
matter, because, believing my applications at Vienna had
procured his liberty, it would have looked like claiming
acknowledgments. Had I known of the President’s letter
I should certainly have connected with it the manner
in
which he was delivered over, and drawn the natural inference.”
“We are ail gaping for
news from the Northof Europe,”
Morris wrote to John Parish the 1st of July. “ A victory
there would go far to decide the fate of all nations, and
make an epoch in the history of mankind. I cannot cease
to wonder at what I see. Great Britain has an army, arms,
ammunition, and provision. Is it possible the ministers of
that country should not have seen that a re-enforcement
of
thirty to fifty thousand men, with an abundant supply of
forage and provisions, should have enabled the Swedes to
march from Stralsund to Berlin and intercept the supplies
and reenforcements destined for the French armiesPOin
land and Silesia ? Can it have escaped the view of intelligent men that vigorous operationsin the rear of Napoleon
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would be seconded by a considerable part of Germany ?
Is it not evident that his army, deprived of recruits and
provisions, must have sunk beneath the force now opposed
say thathe would
to him ? Pusillanimitymightindeed
detach a superior corps or fall back with his whole army.
B u t to make such detachment would have exposed
him
toimmediateruin,andtofallbackwithout
magazines,
especially of forage, was literallyimpossible.Truly,
nly
friend, this skirmishing at Alexandria and Constantinople
is a poor expedient. If the Russians are beaten, Napoleon
dictates his own terms. If they are victorious, Turks and
to the law of Alexander. But I
Persiansmustsubmit
say no more. God’s will be done. We are occupied here
i n trying Burr. Much time and breath have already
been
expendedtolittlepurpose.Heshallnotbeprejudged
from the
by me, but the effort to keep back information
grandjury will convincemanythathe
is afraid. But
guilt and fear being closely connected, the proof of one
induces belief in the other.”
of theFrench
exiles
Eversolicitousforthewelfare
whom he knew, andfullypersuadedthattheymight
learn to content themselves, at least for R time, on American soil, Morris lost no opportunity to place before’them
theadvantages of theclimate,thehospitalities
of Morrisania,and,above
all, thequietandrestfrom
wars
andrumors of warswhichawaitedthemintheUnited
States.
Notwithstanding-her advanced age of thirty-five years,
Madame de Sta&l was almost induced to trust her life to
the sea, by his persuasive eloquence, for, wrote Morris to
her in August of this year :
le
Puisqu’il n’p a dd France que Paris et que l’on V O U ~
en dCfend l’entrk,’il me semble qu’il ne vous reste qu’a
choisir une autre patrie. Or, vous ne
vous dkiderez pas
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devenir Suisse. Le pays est trks beau, sans doute, et ses
habitants sont trhs courageux. On peut en dire du bien,
beaucoup de hien,mais, aprts tout, je
ne crois pas qu’il vous
convienned’ypasser
vos jours. NapolCon vatoujours
grand train, de sorte que,s’il ne bronchepas, toute 1’Europe
& l’exceptiondesIslesBritandCsormais seraFrance,
niques, oh (faute de pont) il est difficile de faire passer les
armCesimpCriales.
Ainsi, pourn’&treplusFrancaise,
il
vousfaudradevenirAnglaise
ou AmCricaine. Mais la
sociCtt anglaise est un peu tropfroide. D’ailleurs, lorsqu’il
s’agit de passer la mer, soit pour venir
ici soit pour aller
e n Angleterre, ce n’est qu’unequestiondeplus
o u de
moins. Ainsi, madame, je me flatte qu’au printernps prochain vous ferez le voyage
d’AmCrique. A cet effet, A la
mi-avril vous vous embarquerez & Nantes, avec monsieur
votre fils, pour New York. Aussitat arrivCe, vous viendrez
ici prendre du laitage et vous rafratchir. Au cornmencement d e juillet vous vous mettrez en route pour voir vos
terreset cellesd’autres. Vous reviendrez la mi-septembre vous reposer de vos fatigues, cueillir des pbches, faire
des promenades, des vers, des romans-enfin, tout ce qu’il
vousplaira.Lorsquemonhermitageauraperdusesattraits, vous vous etablirez en ville oh, & l’aide d’un bon cuisinier, vous ferez trhs bonne ch8re. On s’y amuse, comme
ailleurs, a dig&rer, dire de bons mots, nddire du prochain
et le reste. Au bout du compte, madame, la vie se ressemble partout. Partout les circonstances y sont pour quelque
chose;lerestedependdelatournurede
l’esprit, dela
manic3-e de voir les objets, de l’art des’occuper, de I’amitif
enfin, dont les sentiments nous attachent & notre existence
et en banissent l’ennuie. Vons vous moquerez, peut-Ctre,
vie humaine,
d’un tableau oh, parmi les agrements de la
onnevoit
gu&e lafigurede
l’amour. E h bien ! YOUS
n’avez .qu’A I’Y mettre.Agrkez,
je vousprie,madame,
VOL.
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l’hommage de mon respect et de mon sinckre attachement.
God bless us !” *
To his muchadmiredfriend,MadameFoucault,then
living at Plessis, whither the Duke
of Orleans had also
gone and settled himself, to aid his relations in the management of the domain, Morris wrote in August, thanking her for news of herself and the details
of k r occupations. “Ellessontessentiellesaubonheur,”he
continued. ‘&
L’hommes’ennuie du bien et seblase sur les
plaisirs. S’il faut parler de l’&tre chitif qui s’appelle moi,
vous saurezqueje
relhvc d‘un accPs degoutte.
Voila

* TxANSLATION.”Since there is for you no \France outside of Paris, and
since access to thatcity is forbiddenyou,it seems to me that you have
nothing left butto choose anotherfatherland. I am sure, however, that
you will neverdecide to becomea Swiss, There is nodoubt that the
countryis very beautiful,anditsinhabitants
most courageous:there is
much good tobe said of it,but,all
the same, I hardly think that you
can beinduced to spendyour life there. Besides, Napoleon is going on
at such a rate that, if he does not recoil, all Europe will soon be France,
with the exception of the British Islands, which, for want of a bridge, the
imperial armies cannot reach. Thus,ceasingtobeFrench,
you will
have to become English or American. Now English society is a little
too cold, and, be sides, if you have to cross the sea at all, either
to go
to England or to come here, it allreduces
itself to a question of a
shorterorlonger
voyage. Therefore,madame, I flatter myself that next
spring you will cross over to America To that end ybu will embark, about
the middle of April, at Nantes, with your son, for New York. Upon arriving,
you will come straighthere, to begin a refreshing milk-diet. About the
beginning of July you will start on a tour of inspection over your estates
and other people’s. You will return to us in the middle of September, to
rest from your fatigues, to pluck our peaches, to take walks, to write verses,
novels ; in a word, to do all you care for. When my hermitage shall have
lost its attractiveness you will settle in town, where, a good cook helping,
you will keep a daintytable,There,
a5 everywhere else, they manage to
spend the time digesting, cracking jokes, gossiping, and so forth. After all,
madame, life is about the. same all the world over. Everywhere circumstances havesomething to do with it, the rest depends on the turn of mind,
on the manner of considering things, on the art of occupying one’s self;
finally, on friendship, the ties of which bind us to life and rob it of its wearisomeness. You will perhaps laugh at this sketch, in which, among the pleasures of life, the figure of love has no place. Well, place it in the picture
yourself. I beg that you will accept, madame, the homage of my respect
and of my sincere attachment.
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treize ans Ccoules depuis qu’elle m’a fait visite pour la
premierefois. J e n’ai point,commealors, une nmie qui
m’en console; le souvenir m’en sera toujours prkcieux.
. , Quant a mesoccupations, jesuiscultivateur ; je
m’isole autant quepossible des affaires, et je travaille pour
ne pIus travaiIIer. Illusion
douce ! espdrance trompeuse !
C’est la fable d’Ixion, qui embrassa un nuage au lieu de
Junon.Restesavoirsilenuage
n’est pas prCfCrable A
une dCesse ducaracthe
acariPtre etjalouxdontles
poetes nous ont d6peint Sa Majest6 Impdriale des cieux.
Adieu,madame,donnez-moisouventdevosnouvelles,
quand ce ne serait que deux lignes pour dire: ‘ J’existe, et
je pense a mon ami.’ I1 vous aime toujours.” *
In the autumn came the news of the victory of Napoleon at Friedland on the
14th of June, of the successes
of the French armies, of Europe subjugated “from the
British seas across prostrate Germany to the distant verge
of theRussianEmpire.”“Voiladoncladerniere
main
mise au nouvel arrangement de l’Europe,” Morris wrote
to hisfriendCount
Woronzow, atLondon,September
4th ; ‘ ( A moins,”he goesonto
say, “ q u e Napoleonne
s’avise de donner le Portugal d l’Espagne.t Les raisonne-

.

* TRANSLATION.”Occupations areessentid to happiness. Man gets
weary of doing good, and tired of his pleasures : if I may be allowed to
speak of that weakling, my own self, you must know that I am just recovering from an access of gout. It was thirteen years ago that gout paid me
its firstcalL
I have not now, as I hadthen,a
friend to console me: I
will keepherremembrance
ever green. As formy occupations, I am a
farmer; I remain as far away ‘as possible from political affairs, and I work
SO as not to have to work any more,
Pleasant illusion I deceitful hope !
It is the fable of Ixion, embracing a cloud instead of Juno. Perhaps, after all, the cloud was better than the goddess, if she really had the jeatous
and cross-grained temper the poets have attributed to her Imperial Majesty
of the Heavens. Good-by, madame, let me hear often from you,wereit
only to send me two lines saying : I exist, and I think of my friend.’ H e
loves you always.
t In October, 1 8 g , Franceand Spain,in the treatyof Fontainebhau, agreed
to divide Portugal between them, and
Napoleon dethroned the Housl of
Bragsnza
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meats politiquessereduissntmaintenant,descalculs
sur la vie de 1’Empereurcorse.
LaConfederationdu
Rhin, si o n a le bon esprit d’en faire un corps d‘etats, e t
non une anarchie
comrne la ci-devant Conftd6ration germanique, deviendra lefrein de la France etle salut du monde.
Que l’on mette A sa t&teun grand homme, en y ajoutant
sauvt. Ah !, la belleresidence
que
l’Alsace, toutest
Frankfort-sur-le-Main ! et la belle armhe que 2 5 , 0 0 0 Alleman&bien vetus, bien nourris,bien disciplinCs! I1 me
semblequetout
ce que l’on pourrafairepour
1’Angleterre dans le moment actuel, sera de persuader ii Napoleon
d’incorporer les Pays-Bas (ci-devant autrichiens) avec le
royaume de Hollande.
a un
“Adieu, mon chercomte,pensezquelquefois
homme qui vous a vou&, pour la vie, l’attachement le plus
respectueux et le plus vraj.” *
The following letter to the Marquis of Stafford, written
a n September 14th, is not without some of the same fire
and force that so strongly characterized Morris’s thoughts
of the American
and expressions during the early days
Revolution.
“ I t is now, my lord, I believe, seventeen years since I
took the liberty of mentioning to your lordship m y opinTBANSLATION.--SO
the finishing touch has been put to the new arrangeunless Napoleon shoulddecide to give Portugal tO
ment of Europe
Spain. Political conjectures all centre upon calculatingtheprobable
life
of the Corsican Emperor. The Confederation of the Rhine-if they have
the good sense to make of it a body of States, and not an anarchy, as was
thedefunctGerman
Confederation-will putabrake
upon France,and
prove-the salvation of the world. Let them add Alsace and place a great
I n a n at the head of it all, and everything will be saved.
Oh ! what a fine
residence is Frankfort-on-the-Main, and what a fine army could b e formed
out of 515,ax, Germans, well dressed, well nourished, well disciplined. It
seems to me that all that could be done for England, just now, would be to
persuade Napoleon to incorporate the (late Austrian) Netherlands with the
Kingdom of Holland, ,
Good-by, my dear count, think sometimes of a man who has vowed P W
for life, the most respectful and truest attachment.
‘I
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ion that, if the French Revolution was not arrested in its
progress, it wouldbecome dangerous and perhaps fatal
to the liberties of Europe. Your lordship, admitting that
France might (as I supposed) pass through anarchy to a
military despotism, did me the honor to observe that wise
alliances would set a bound to her power. To this I permitted myself to reply that it might be difficult to find a
Marlborough and Eugene ; that, when found, it would be
more difficult to prevent discord between them. My mind
I
was then filled with sinister forebodings, and although
have occasionally forced myself from the dreary precincts
of reflection into the more cheerful regions of imagination, reason, stubborn and unyielding, has always brought
physical
me back. I have neverindeeddoubtedthe
power of Europe to confine France within safe limits, but
I have not been able to discover the moral energies needful to employ that power with effect.
“ I took the liberty of mentioning this subject to your
lordship at that early period because I thought the occasionpressing,andbecauseGreatBritainseemed
more
deeply interested than any other power ; having, i n effect,
more to lose, and being the object at which the blows of
France wouldbe
speciallydirected.Much
of what I
feared is realized. You stand alone, and those who ought
aloof, areawed,andsubdued.
It
tosidewithyoukeep
gives me pain, my lord, to see that, in this dangerous moment when the energy and talentsof your country should
be cultivated to a point, there is a divergency of efforts
disreand views which may bring the government into
spect and impair its authority.
It would be a task both
useless and odious to mark themistakes which have been
nfmade. Onething, however, Imustnotice.Ifyour
fairs with this country had been weli managed we should
now, in all probability, be your firm and useful ally. AS

c
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it is, you have duped our feeble administration in a cornmercialtreaty,and,shoulditbe
ratified,youwill
gain
advantages which, however flattering to your merchants,
are not worth a rush when placed
in competition rvithyour
greatpoliticalinterest.
I longsincetoldyourlordship
that you should have here a man of high rank and great
talents ; permit me to add that he should be invested with
great htitude of power. The rest would follow.
“But the most material object now is to form an administrationsufficienttotakecharge
of you. I have no
apprehension that, in this year or the next, a serious invasion of your island can be made with effect; but a totteri n g administrationmaypatch
up a truce (andcall it a
peace) by which Flanders will remain an integral part of
France. Your safety
is, I believe, from that moment committed. Theannexation of the Low LandstoHolland
woyld be better, because, although the same family might
occupyboththrones,nationalinterest
will provetoo
a miserstrongforfamily
feeling. Whetheryoumake
able peace or carry on a fatiguing war, much is to be apprehended;but moreintheformerthan
in thelatter
case, because it is doubtful whether your constitution can
resist a licentious spirit aided by French intrigue. If you
of arms,whichGodforbid,rank
aresubduedbyforce
and landedproperty,thoughimpaired,
will notbedestroyed ; but either conquest or revolution would obliterateyour funded debt. Indeed, I apprehend that a continof property.
uance of thewar will injurethatspecies
When, looking across the Atlantic, I see such prodigious
power and talents on one side and on the otherCet esprit de vertige et d’erreur,

De la chute des rois funeste avant-coureur,
it strikes cold to my heart. Indeed, my lord, it angers me
that you should strive to acquire distant possessions when
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necessity calls for a concentration of force. Of what use
a French
Monte Video, Ceylon,the Cape, or Egypt, should
army land in Yorkshire. According to my poor comprehension, your conquests are not worth
half the cost of
making, nor one-tenth the risk of defending them. That
counting-housepolicywhichseesnothingbutmoney,
thinks of nothing but money, values nothing but money,
is a poor, short-sighted, half-witted, mean, and miserable
thing-as far removed from wisdom as a monkey from a
man.
" Perhaps Bonaparte will give you something convenient in Europe for what you have taken from Spain and
Holland ; especially if Gibraltar, which is useless, be given
up,andMalta,whichmaybecome
useful,retained.
If,
instead of trying to possess yourselves o f everyone's colonies, you would persuade everyone to have colonies, each
would be exposed to your power ; but, at the rate you go
on, your fleet as a means of offence will be a nullity. I t
will, I know, be said that by extending your possessions
youextendyourcommerce,andtherebyincreaseyour
means of revenue. But the truth
of these assertions may
well be questioned, and, even if admitted, is not conclusive, because there are other circumstances
of important
influence. That, by holding a post on the River of Plate,
you mayenableSpanishcoloniststoconsumeBritish
is true,andthatyour
mergoodscheaperthanbefore
chantsmaygainontheir
first adventuresshall be admitted, although it remains to be proved; but that your
manufacturers will gain is not true, because they will supply the merchant trading to Buenos
Ayres on the same
termstheyformerlysuppliedthemerchanttradingto
is suggested
Cadiz. Thusthenationaladvantagewhich
does not exist, and that which your merchants expectwill
hardlybe realized. Thus the profit fromdistant posses-
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sions is more than problematical, and the cost of defendsoling them is certain ; your taxes,yourseamenand
diers, however and wherever expended, must be levied at
home.
“ I n the spring of the year 1790,while I was soliciting
yourministers tosurrendersomepostsdetainedwithin
our limits, I found that a strong opposition was made on
account of the fur-trade. I observed to Mr. Pitt and the
Duke of Leedsthatit
was amatter of indifference to
011,
Britain by what hands that trade should be carried
because, in every contingency, the goods for the Indians
would be purchased, and the furs sold, in England. The
stress laid on the supposed advantages
of your trade to
I learned,
Canada led me to inquire into its value, and
from good authority, that your civil and militaryestablishment cost a little, though very little, more than the gross
sales of your imports from that country. This
is one instance of the value of foreign possessions for the purposes
of trade ; and I much fear, my lord, that your India Company, when its accounts are wound up,
will present another
of the same sort and of imposing magnitude. Sometimes
I suppose you to have lost everything except your
European islands, and I hold you thentotus, teres atpue rotundusin conditiontobidtheworld
R proud defiance.SometimesIsupposethat,closelyalliedtoAmerica,theold
continent,isolatedfromthecommercialworld,were
by
your act deprived of your manufactures, and then, behold
theproudestanlongthem,literally
suns culottes, offering
carte Hainch to obtain peace and clothing.
‘‘ But what, you will say, is the object
of this tedious
epistle from another world ? I t is to recomnlend that your
lordship and the men who, like YOII, have R right to command attention should unite firmly together and
put the
politicaltalents of yourcpuntry,withoutdistinction
of
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party,in possession of power. Make a general real
reform, concentre yourforce-in short, do what is needful to
save yourselves and preserve what is left of liberty in the
world. But, should your patriot efforts be unavailing and
the demon of discord prevail, make timely provision
out
of GreatBritainforeventswhichmusthappen.One
hundred thousand pounds, well employed in this country,
would purchase from two to three hundred thousand acres
of land, which, in twenty to thirty
years, would rent for
twenty.thousandpounds.Money
well secured will proas
duce here six per cent. interest regularly paid. This,
the merchants say, for your government; by which they
mean, information. I will not apologize for this letter, because, if it be not its own apology, I can make none, and
therefore will not give you the troubleof perusing or myself of making the lame attempt.
I detain your lordship
but a moment longer, to express the hope that no assurances can be necessary of my readiness to obey your commands in any thing or in any
way I canbeuseful.
Assure your amiable lady
of my constant respect, and
believe me, my lord, with sincere esteem.”
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Long interviewwith General Moreau. T h e first steam-boat 011 the Hudson
River. Convincedthatwar
is imminent.DistruststheAdministration. LettertoMadamedeStael.LettertoMadamede
Damas.
Autumn in the woods of New York. Marriage with Miss Randolph.
Letter to Timothy Pickering. Journey to inspect the country
for the
Erie Canal. Niagara. Writes on public topics. Horror of war.
Discusses the Constitution.

N the diary for the 10thof October is mentioned a long
interview with General Moreau, who had gone out to
breakfast a t Morrisania. “ 1 walkwiththeGeneral
and
try to dissuade him from his projected journey to New
Orleans. H e is at length shaken, and would renounce it
if his preparations were not too far advanced.
I persist,
and at length render it doubtful in his mind. I am certain
this journey will be imputed, by many well-meaningmen,
toimproper motives. Hetreatsthechattering
of idlers
with contempt, but I tell him such idlers form a power in
republics; that he must not suppose himself as free here
as he would be in an absolute monarchy ; that his reputation makes him a slave to public opinion ; that he cannot
with impunity do many things here which would be of no
consequence in a country where he was surrounded by
spies i n the service of the government, because the ministers having convinced themselves that his views are innocent and his conduct irr&ochabZe, he might safely laugh.
at the suspicions bothof the great vulgar, and of the small
:
but here, where the same modes of knowing what men do
at liberty to suspect, and
arenotadopted,everyoneis
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+vi11decide rashly on appearances, after which it may be
impossible to dissipate the ideas hastily, lightly, and unjustly assumed. In the courseof our conversation, touchof his serving (in caseof necessity)
ing very gently the idea
against France, he declares frankly that when the
occasion arrives he shall feel no reluctance; that France, having cast him out, he is a citizen of the country in which
he lives, and has the same right to follow his trade here
with any other man ; and as it would be unjust to prevent
a French hatter whom Bonaparte might banish from making hats, so it would be unjust to prevent
a French genof this oberal from making war. I assent to the truth
servation, not because I believe it true, but because I will
not impeach the reasons he may find it convenient to give
to himself forhisownconduct,shouldhehereafterbe
employed in our service.”
“Mr. Walton, of Ballstown, dines with me [November
Irth]. H e sells me that, by means of the steam-boat, he
house on Monday morning and dine
can leave his own
w i t h me on Tuesday, do some business in New York on
Wednesday morning, and be again at home on Thursday
evening.”
So much for the first steam-boat which plied between
New York and Albany. Later, Morris trusted his life to
the new invention, with more or less agreeable results.
“Dine at Mr. Boyd’s [November
16thl.
On
table,
among other things, were a haunch of fine venison, a wild
turkey, a wild goose, and a pair of canvas-back ducks.”
The conviction thattheadministrationwouldplunge
thecountryinto
a war was everpreseritwithMorris;
and though he put
himself under the constraint of not
prophesying evil, the tone of all his letters showed a deep
distrust of the President, He yearned for the agricultural
prosperity of the country as well as its commercial suc-
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cess, butpeace was essential to both. This is p1ainl.y
shown in the following letter,
writken to Mr. Simeon Dewitt
of the
at Albany on December ISth, in which he spoke
“desirability of cultivating fine wool, as our climate is favorable, especially in the northern part of our State. We
of cloth.
have also greatfacilitiesforthemanufacture
Timeandpeacearethetwothingsneedfulto
wealth.
How far it may corrupt our minds is a problem on which
the patriot should meditate. Perhaps the turbulent
scenes
with which we are menaced may (in the bounty of Providence) be intended to give proper exercise to the
political body. I cannot, however, helpwishingthestorm
may blowover, andleave my eveningtranquil.Inthe
pamphlet you send, the portrait
of Madison is, I believe,
just, though I am told that he has credit for a degree of
industry which he does not possess. I think him unfit for
effort either
the station of President, but shall make no
A
way. Thatbusinesslieswithyourpoliticalfriends.
federal administration is wholly out of the question, and,
were it otherwise, the propriety of accepting it is, to say
the best, doubtful.Speak
of my poIitica1 friends,for as
to myself, there is no doubt that a private station is most
suitable.
‘‘ It has been said by a confidential friend of Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison that they are determined on going
to warwith England as soon as theycanbringpublic
opinion up to that measure ; but I think there must be
some mistake, for they cannot seriously desire
to plunge
the-country into a situation distressing to all, but ruinous
to the Southern’States. That we, t h e people of America,
should engage in ruinous warfare to support a rash opinour merchant-ships are to
be
ion that foreign sailors in
protected against the power of their sovereign is downright madness, and the attempt
to frighten England by
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combining a non-importation law with a mosquito fleet of
gun-boats is truly absurd. It has been rashly assumed
as
a position that our merchants alone wouldsuffer by wara great and dangerous mistake. They would indeed lose
the ships and cargoes now afloat, to the ruin of insurers,
and some of them would become bankrupt, whereby not
only the banks, but many tradesmen and farmers
wohid
suffer severely. After the l~urricanehad blown over, merchantswhohavegoodsleftintheirstoreswould
hold‘
them at prices which few could reach, while all the produce now exported would be unsalable.”
‘‘ I hear [January q t h ] that Clinton, the Vice-president,
has written to one of his friends in New York that there
is not the least reason to apprehend a rupture with England.”
It was to thank
Madame de Stag1 thatMorriswrote
thefollowingletter,January
18th. Afterwishingthat
this year ‘(may bring you much felicity,” he said : “ I am
to thank you again for your kind present, When
I took
up ‘Corinne,’ I was determined to mark in my memory
everything which might look like
a fault, and so I did.
But before I got half-way through they were all forgotten. Rare quality of genius! to lead us in the ripe days,
as love ia the green ones, wheresoever it will. God forgiveme, but I cannot help regretting that your Scotch
lord was not un peu pZus edq+rmanf, that fine moonlight
o.€ the ocean. La pauwe Corinne
eveningontheshores
serait morte au voins awc cmcaissance de cause. I remember
to have heard of a little German girl to whom it was announced by her physician
that she could not live, upon
which she turnedrouud, poor creature, whining to her
mother, ‘Nein, nein, ich kann nicht sterben ;erst muss ich
is a pity
ein wenig heirathen.’ Truly, my dear madame, it
the W O F W should be deprived of such wonderfui talents
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asthosewhichheavenhasbestowedonCorinne.
Now
it is known, by manifold experience,
that sensibility is a
most noxious thing when improperly confined, but, if the
cork be drawn, there is no longer any danger of bursting
the bottle.
“I shall expect to see you with your son next spring,
and shall say nothing about your
affairs, because I know
your friend Leray keeps you wellinformed.
One thing,
however, I will permit myself toobserve : that if your
landed property were all lying together it would be more
valuable,becauseitcouldbemanagedwithmoreease
and less expense. It is foolish enough, by the by, to tell
you this, which your own good sense cannot fail to have
told you long ago.”
To Madame de Damas he wrote a letter
of condolence
atthis time, onthedeath
of a member of her family.
“ Thissore
affiiction,”hesays,
“ i n whichItrulysympathize, gives me much pain, which I would e‘ndeavor to
relieve by endeavoring to speak to you words of comfort,
but I knowthatsuchattemptscanbe
of little avail.
Fortunately yours has already been schooled by
sufferby the possession as by the
ing, and has learnt, as well
deprivation of what the world deems needful for happiness, how little of happiness the world can bestow. Conus
templation on the Divine perfections, while it teaches
how little we are, cannot fail
to make us feel how little
are all our cares and all our woes. In life, which is but a
moment, pleasure and pain occupy but a very small part :
more short and transitory than life itself. Eternal Beneficence, who scourges not to wound but to correct, is then
most exquisitely kind when most we suffer under his wise
dispensations. Theuniversalparentkindlyweans
IIS
from the solace of earthly joys, that we may be seasonably
state of being which we are soon to
preparedforthat
\
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commence.Whatit
may be we know not-we cannot
know ; butthere is somethingwithin us whichsays it
will be happy. Anticipate, then, my dear,
afflicted friend,
this happiness, and correct the frowardness which might
lead you to murmur at what the Almighty has ordained.
They are happy who know the road they are to travel,
andtheentertainmentit
affords, beforetheyreachthe
end of their journey ; they travel not only content but
pleased. I t is of little moment what may be the vehicle
or the mode, they know that every object and every
circumstance
are
transitory.
They
enjoy,
therefore,
the
good while it lasts moderately, knowing that it cannot endure ; and they bear unavoidable ills with patience, from
thecertaintythattheyalsomustpass
away. Makemy
that I press
love to the afflicted Zephinne,andtellher
herto
my bosomwithpaternal
affection. God bless,
keep,andcomfort you. Adieu.”
Again the diary takes up the historyof events, but with
little aid from letters, during the rest of the year. There
were at this time new roads proposed through Westchester County and through
Morris’s land, and this work, in
connection with general plans for better means of getting
off the island on which New York stands to the surroonding country, occupied much of his time. The peculiar position of New Yorkmade it rather a difficult subject to
deal with successfully.
“ T h e geographical position of New York,” he wrote to
Sirneon Dewitt, L‘while it confers uncommon advantages for
commerce, involves considerable and unavoidable inconveniences. T h e idle project for making bridges across the
North and East Rivers can never occupy the attention Of
considerate men. To say they are impracticable would be
rash, but they certainly cannot be built but at an expense
; and, what
infinitely beyond any advantages they can offer
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is more, if they were already built, the city of New York
would find it a cheap bargain to get them taken away for
a
million of dollars. Such being the facts, it follows that
the only tractof country which is easily and constantlyaccessible is the County of Westchester.”
(‘A paper is brought to me to day [February 2t;thI containing a state of our negotiation with Britain. Our administration seems t o be infatuated.”
“ G o to church [March 6th]. In the evening meet, at
Mr. King’s, Mr. Wolcot, Mr. Hammond,and Mr. Radcliffe, to consider what may be proper on the present occasion; whether to make an
effort to put good menin
power or remainquietspectators.
I am of thelatter
inopinion. Mr. Radcliffereads a letterfromAlbany,
forming that they have determined on making a general
in vain for information
effort He says they have applied
as toopinions here. To this I observethat no such application has been made to me; and Mr. K i n g says that
none has been made to
him. I declare my opposition to
any such effort, notwithstanding that agreement.”
a visit to Philadelphia, where
InMarchMorrismade
a
going to the play, dining at home, and sitting “with
party of young bucks until late,” visiting his old friendsamong them Mrs. RobertMorris,“who
looks beautiful
as ever and elegant ”“and dining with them, and sitting
daily for his picture, occupied the time until April, when
months were
he returned home. The next three or four
nneventful.
“On Sunday [July 24thj General Moreau dines with
me.
It stands confirmed that Bonaparte, after inveigling the
Spanish monarch and his whole family into his clutches,
has forced them to resign to him the throne, and ROW he
keeps them in confinement.
A great’ part of Spain, it is
said, is in arms to expel the French. I give it as my *in-
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ion that they will succeed unless they place some of the
great nobles at their head. In this case they will be sold,
such is the corruptionof morals among the descendants
of
the brave and most honorable cavaliers in the midst of a
nation honest and loyal.”
in
Morrisspenttheautumnandpartofthesummer
the northern woods. Indeed, the winter of 1809 was well
advancedbeforehereached
home. EarlyinJanuary,
while atSchenectady,averyalarmingillnessovertook
‘ I I am prehim,which threatenedfatalconsequences.
off afterbreakfast,” he says, January 23d,
paredtoset
“ b u t am arrested by some alarming symptoms; send for a
physician,andmake my will.” By the 9th of February,
however, he was able to get to Albany, where, he says, “it
is very cold. When I began to write, though sitting before a good fire, the ink froze so in my pen that I could
scarcelyget
along. Thethermometer
was, I am told
in themorning,tenbelownaught.”Onhisarrivalat
home Morris found some views made of his house by the
pencil of hisfriend Mrs. R. Macombawaiting him ; it
would seem, as a gentle reproof for leaving that beautiful
of the
home so longuntenanted.Hisacknowledgment
attention shows that his pen had not lost the art of’delicate ffattery norof the gracefully turned phrase.whichhad,
inhis younger days, so attractedtheclever
women of
France.
“ E did not, my dear madame,” he wrote, “acknowledge
yourvaluablepresent
immediately, lest my expressions
should have more warmth than consists with established
forms ; for it is not uncommon that, when one
is at the
sametimeundertheinfluence
of severalfeelings,the
glowing color which some of them assume should diminish the appearance of others. You know so well the effect
of light and shade that to say more wouki be impertinent,
VOL.
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and you have, I trust, so good an opinion of me as to be
convinced that I would n o t have enjoyed the pleasure of
your society with indifference. Accept sincere thanks for
those views of my- house, in which ‘we see fancy outwork
nature.’ To others they prove the extent
o f your charming talent; to metheyprovemore,andpossessfor
n1e
the dearer charm of your kindness. But b i t fair to bind
me so fast and add thus the tie of gratitude to those of
sentiment?Think of my condition should youbid m e
break them ; no infrequent command, I am told, of ladies,
beautiful and young, to humble servants of a certain age.
“ In the apprehension
t h a t such may be my fate, I am
resolved to be beforehand in myrevenge.
I sendyou
the works of that witty, wicked devil Voltaire-to
destroy
every Christian principle of your heart. When converted
by the great apostle of infidelity into a downright he&then, it may be proper for you to indulge the vainglory of
draigging captives at the wheels
of a triumphal car. But
white you professyourself t o be a Christian, remember
that you must love your neighbor as yourself, and, above
all things, do not forget that among the neighbors who
acknowledge that duty towards you, is your obedient servan t. ”
Enclssed in this letter were the following lines:
While over weary wilds I stray
And drag along the tedious way,
With skilful hand your kindly care
Portrays my house, so wondrous fair
That m e who see it M conceive
Haw I that pleasing home could leave.
And when, with raptur’d g
aze, I view
The vivid charms bestow’d by you :
And think of those which you possess,
And think yon sometimes deign to b h
’Ikkame yow h-d bas d e so fair,

-
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Delighted fancy brings yon there
And whispers sweetly to my heart :
“Tis folly f r o m your home to part’
‘ I TheFebruarypackethasarrived
[April ah], ati6
brought the news that the French have driven the B r i t i h
M o ~ u ,
out of the North of Spain.DinewithGeneral
anddisshargenlyservantWilliamWells,whodeclided
goingbehind
my carriage.Wherefore
I nm ih tbwn
without a servant,”
‘‘ Return home [April gth], bringing behind my carriage
Dominique, who entered last Friday at $13 per month.”
The differences between England and America are, at
length,itseems,aboutto
be settled[April zqth]. This
may bring on a war with France, unless the French, Emperor, finding full employment in Germany and obliged,
therefore, to abandon Spain, should put some waterto his
wine.”
T h e summer of 1809 was anuneventful o m at Morrisania. PossiblyMorris
was moreagreeablyoccupied
in making his own arrangements for the future
t h n in
followingthemovements
of Napoleon’sarmies
or the
workings of the United States Government. There
is -no
mention in the diaryof any important change comingintb
his Iife, but there is no doubt that for some months it had
beenhisintentiontomarrythedaughter
of his frfend
ThomasMannRandolph,
of Tuckahoe, whomhehad
known as a very beautiful young girl in Virginia behe
hewenttoEurope.Sincethattime
Miss Rahdokph’~
life hadbeenasadone.Obligedbyhe?
father’s’ illadvisedsecondmarriagetoleaveherhome,
re had
struggled for some time with but poor success to supdbrt
herself. Morris,
the old and trusted
friend of her f n t k r
and mother, hearing of her reduced pecdniarp cWih*,
aad-thatshe was teaching in New Englantq p t o m j , i r
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the most delicate terms, that she should accept the
shelter of his roof, and take charge of hishousehold.This
Miss Randolph in thespirit
in
offer was acceptedby
which if wasmade,andthespring
of 1809 foundher
duly installed. On Christmas-day there was a family dinguests,
nerpartyatMorrisania.Morrisenumerateshis
but says hehadexpectedmanymoremembers
of his
family, “who are detained by the bad weather.
I marry
this day Anne Cary Randolph, no small surprise to
my
of thiseventat
guests,” is theonlymentionhemade
themoment.There
was, indeed,nosmaIIsurprise
occasioned by the step he had taken, and no little indignation, as .nlaq- be gathered from the following letter to his
niece Mrs. Meredith, of Philadelphia, who undertook to
call him to account for the audacity he had shown in taki n g to himself a wife at his time of life. “ I received your
letter, my dearchild,yesterday,andperceive
in it two
charges ; viz., that I have committed a folly in marrying,
and have acted undutifully
in not consulting you.
I can
only say to the
first that I have not yet found cause to
repent, and to the second that I hope you will pardon me
for violating an obligation of which I was not apprised.
The decision of that great question, whether the liberty
of a bachelorbemorevirtuousthanthebondage
of a
married man, must be left to you and your friend Cato ;
it is beyond my competence. If I hadmarriedarich
woman of seventy the world might think it wiser than to
take one of half that age without R farthing, and, if the
world were to live with my wife, I should certainly have
consulted its taste ; but as that happens not to be thecase,
I thought I might, without offhding others, endeavor to
suit myself, and look rather into the head and heart than
into thepocket.Perhapsit.wouldgratify
a laudable
curiosity to say what I discovered;butthat
must be
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omitted, to avoid the charge of partiality-and
the rather
as the step I have taken gives sufficient evidence of my‘
opinion. When we have the pleasure to see you at Morrisania, it is possible you may approve of my choice, and
you will certainly find that I a m , as ever, affectionately
yours.”
‘‘ Immediately after twelve o’clock last night,” says the
diary for January I, 1810,“ w e took, in compliance with
a custommorehonoredinthebreachthantheobservYear, mymaleguestshaving
ance, a glass to the New
alreadymorethan
will dothemgood
; the ladies not
present.Andthusanotheryear
is added tothe thou-.
A very fine andalmostsumsands which have elapsed.
mer’s day.”
“We are told,” Morris wrote on the 6th of January, to
the Honorable Timothy Pickering, then Senator from
Massachusetts, at Washington, “that your President means to
send you a war message. I canhardlybelievethis,
but
suppose that, if true, it will be done i n the hope of such
strong opposition as may enable him to pretend that he
was prevented by Americans, acting under British
influence, vindicating our national honor. To avoid this trap,
it seems to me that, if 1 were a member of either House of
Congress; I would not say a word on the main question,
but assign the following motives for my silence
: First,
that frequent experience has shown the inutility
ofreasoning ; secondly, that the message proves the majority to
havemadeuptheirminds
; thirdly, that as arguments
against the warmust rest onthe dangersto which itwill expose us, they might be considered by some as indications,
to theenemywhereto
assail 11s; fourthly, thatas t h e
honor of success will belong to those who shall conduct the
business, it is just that they have aIso the credit of cornmencing it ; and, lastly, that it wouid %e improper to do

518

DIARY AND LElTERS OF

[CHAP.

XLVII.

aught y&richmay impair the confidenceof the people in the
Government..
momentwhen i t is mostnecessarytothe
Whgrefore, since arguments cannot prevent the
war, and
must, if-they have any effect at all, prove injurious, it is fit
that our rulers add this last experiment to those already
made on our prosperity.”
of the Legislature of
In March, 1810, the two Houses
New York, by concurrent vote, declared that the agricultural and commercial interests
of the State required that
the iolaqd navigation from Hudson’s River to Lake Ontqrio and Lake Erie should be increased, and accordingly
appointed seven commissioners to explore the whole route,
exelnine the existing condition of the navigation, and consider what further improvement ought tobe made therein.
Morris wasappointed among the commissioners. Speaking of the duties of the commissioners, in a letter dated
April agth, to Mr. Henry Lntrobe at Washington, he says :
“Anappropriation of threethousanddollarshasbeen
made to this andanotherobjectreferredto
the same
commissioners,whoconceive,fromthesmallness
of the
sum, that the legislature did not contemplate the employment of an engineer with the needful assistants,
My own
view of the subject is tolerably clear, but that other gentlemen will 6ee it in the light in which I do is very doubtful.Supposing,moreover,that
we shouldagreeona
plan,no
discreetmanwouldundertaketosaythatit
will meet the approbation
of the next legislature
; and,
even if it should, what ground is there to believe that the
General Government will do their part ? And yet a great
part mu$be performed by them.Theirterritorylying
round the lakes will,by a proper inland navigation, be
rendered more Valuable than the whole of this State, and
it cwnot be expected that she will bear all, o r ’even the
greater part, of the. burden, when the far greater part of
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the benefitmustresulttotheUnion.
I hope the
business mag be effected in a proper manner, for it
is (I
believe) the mostextensivetheatre
for the display of
skillandindustrywhichcanbefoundonthisglobe.
But I fear that our minds are not yet enlarged to the size
of so great an object, andI am thoroughly persuaded that
the attempt at, and still more the execution of, any littie
schememayprobablyfrustrate,andcertainlypostpone,
that which is alose worthy of notice.”
On the z r s t of June Mr. aed Mrs. Morrisstartedon
their journey through New York, to inspect the country
through which the new canaI was to be built. Their route
lay, after reaching Albany, through whatis now the admirably cultivated, picturesque farming country of the State.
Then itrequired a far-seeingvisiontopicturewhatit
might be in the future ; for the woods were still standing,
the roads of the most questionabledescription,andthe
( ‘ I a m perfectly coninns, as a rule,insufferablybad.
a carefulinspection of rivers
vinced,”Morrissaid,after
andcreeks,“thatunlessthewaters
of LakeErie we
used,everyattemptat
a usefulinIandnavigation
must
fail.”
Arrived at Niagara, on the Canada side, July 23d, Morris notes : “Very little improvement here since my last
visit, and in that short space the other side, from being n
wiiderness, has become in a degree a. cultivated country.
Say what they will of republican government, and it
has
no doubt its dark side, none other is so favorable to the
multiplication of the human race and the decorationof the
earth within its limits,”
“About noon [July zgth] I walk to a shop, and ask for
hair-ribbon. There is but one piece, and that verybad,
such as I purchased at Utica for five cents. The honest
dealer asks twelve anda half. The Utica man gave twenty
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yards for a dollar .instead of thirty, which might be the
fairpricehaditbeen
of goodquality ; the Chippeway
man gives only eight.
I express my surprise and do not
purchase, but ask where he got it. He says in New York.
a phenomenon about as great as the
This seems to me
cataract which is thundering in our ears, for the duties on
goods are here little or nothing, and with us about seventeen and a half per cent. However, they must
be introduced into Canada from the United States in contraband.
We learn that our brother-commissioners were at Oswego
last Sunday, heartily tired of their progress by water, and
determined, if possible, to come on by land.”
On the 3d of August the commissioners met at
Lewiston,anddinedatJudgePorter’s.Theytransactedtheir
business, but there was a doubt in Morris’s mind that, in
the variety of opinions, “ t h e most correct will not be the
mostprevalent.”Onthereturnjourney,whichcommencedonthe
3d of August,thetravellerswerenota
little disconcerted by the reception they met,
in the various inns along the way, in most of which were fully developed the independent ways of the Republic, which in
theory Morris approved of, but which in practice were not
always so acceptable.
“The landlady, her daughters, and their guests are sitting
to a comfortablebreakfast,”he
says,on
oneoccasion,
“ when we arrive,and in two hours afterwe sit down to ours,
so rapid are the movements of a country where the young
women wear fine caps and leave their mothers to scour the
kettle. After leaving
Mrs. Burry’s inn we come on t o Mr.
Steele’s, who is in his fields, and his wife too much engaged
to trouble herself about us. A pert damsel, who ilssc~mes
to be Mrs. Steele, says we cannot be accommodated with a
bed-chamber because they have none that has not several
beds. This is no objection to us, but we are told that, if
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more guests arrive, they will be lodged in the same room.
We are obliged to come on to Canandaigua.”
“ Sunday [September 2d],we
stop at Lebanon Springs.
Ridetoseethedivine
service of the Shaking Quakers.
The preaching is commenced before we arrive. We have
a short address of invitation to us, the by-standers, to become members of their fraternity, after which they sjng
ahymntothetune
of Jollymortals, fill your glasses,’
and dance, moving backwards and forwards to the tune
of an old country-dance-the men on one side and women
on theother,eachcompanyregularlyarrangedinrank
and file. Beforethehymntheyall(beingtheretoinvitedby t h e preacher)fall on their knees, a n d , closing
their eyes,are,
orappearto
be, wrapt in meditation.
After twodances,with a short pause between, a young
preachercomesforwardandaddresses
us in a sensible
discourse(disfigured,indeed,byuseless
repetition),the
toabandon
object of whichistoprovethatweought
worldly pursuits, pleasures, and enjoyments, and, more especially, the conjugal pleasures, for the sake of that pure
felicity which attends celibacy. The usual texts by which
theRomishChurchdefendsthatunnatural
(and therefore impious) doctrine are quoted, and, with the vainglory
usual among sectaries, the smooth-chinned doctor assures
us thattheyarethetruedisciples,thechosenofGod,
who see, feel, and know him. Alas ! poor creatures. They
know that incomprehensible Beingwhofillsimmensity,
everywhere present, everywhere operating before time be! At this proudboast we leave the
gan and through eternity
preacher and his congregation to return to our quarters;
,How true that sayingof Solomon, that thereis nothing new
under the sun, and how ridiculous the notion, entertained
by some, of the perfectibility of human nature. Now, in
the nineteenth century, we see the same contrivances of
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superstition and enthusiasm succeed
in this enlightened
country which duped our ignorant forefathersseven centuries ago ; and while these forlorn Shakers pursue that
if generally followed,
beatentracktoperfectingwhich,
m ~ s foccasion theextinction of mankind, our self-sufficient philosophers expect, itwould seem, to reach the same
pinnacle by matltematical abstractions and chemical solutions, but, above all, by giving new names to old things
and tricking themselves, into a belief that science is extended in proportion as the size of the dictionary is swollen by terms borrowed from the Greek.”
Morris had for months imposed upon
himself a strict
of the
silence on public affairs, but after the beginning
year 1811his lettersbecamemorefull
of thealarming
He spokein a letter to
questions agitating the country.
Robert Walsh, of Philadelphia(February5th),
of “ his
naturalindolence,which,” hesaid, “ i s increased by the
love of ease which is incident to age on one side, and, os
the other, a greater mass of business than I can convenientlygetthroughdeters
me fromengagements which
mayrequireeffort orconsume time. Atdifferenttimes
I have taken up my pen to commueicate what I betieved
might be useful, and laid it down again from recollection
of the text, ‘ If they will not believe Moses and the prophets, neitherwouldthey
believe thoughoneshould
rise
from the dead.’ Montesquieusaid,tritely,he
didnot
Did
write to make people read, but to make them think.
he live in our day and our country, he would find it no
easy matter to make them reqd. Truth is, that the adherents of the ruling party shun-information. Such of them
as are deceived do not wish to be undeceived.
The mischieflies deeper,. I fear,than is generally supposed by
of
good men. I g w r a n t as the mass of mankindmust
necessity and forever be of the great political subjects, it

is wt

the depravity of our citiSo muchhas been
said on certain subjects that it is almost impossible not to
comprehend,and so muchhasbeenfeltthatthe
most
stubborn are brought to a practicalconviction.But
the
choice of rulers continues the
same, because those who
choose and, moreespecially,thosebywhomtheyare
influencedandled
have a personalinterest in the constitution and continuation of a bad government; they do
themselves the justice to feel that by a wise and good administration they would neither be employed nor trusted.
us, actagainst us. A
Many,therefore,whothinkwith
nationalcondition
of thissortcannot
long continue.
National misfortune, which is the certain consequence, is
also thenaturalcorrection
of nationalcorruption.All
history bears witness to this truth, so often proclaimed in
thesacredwritings.Excuse
me ; perhaps I am not sufficiently philosophical for the fashion of our day, but that
which, from reading, was faith, has by experience become
conviction.
“Speaking of General Hamilton, he had little share in
formingtheConstitution.
H e dislikedit,believingall
republican government to be radically defective. He admired, nevertheless, the British constitution, which
I consider as an aristocracy in fact, though a monarchy in name.
General Hamilton hated republican government, because
; and he
he confounded it with democratical government
detestedthelatter,becausehe
believed it mustendin
despotism, and, be in the mean time, destructive to public
odd be
morqlity. H e believed thatouradministration
enfeebled progressively at every new election, and b&come
at last contemptible.
Heapprehendedthattheminions
of faction would sell themselves and their country as soon
4 s foreign powers should think it worth while to make the
SO

much the ignorance

8s

z q q which causes their misfortunes

,
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purchase. In short, his study of ancient history impressed
tyon his mind a conviction that democracy, ending in
ranny, is, while it lasts, a cruel and oppressing domination.
One marked trait of the General's character was the pertinaciousadherence
to opinionshehadonce
formed.
From his situation in early life, it was not to be expected
that he should have a fellow-feeling with those who idly
supposed themselves to be the natural aristocracy of this
country. In maturer age, his observation and good sense
demonstrated that the materials for an aristocracy do not
exist in America ; wherefore, taking the people as a mass
inwhich there was nothing of family, wealth, prejudice,
a 'permanent mound of distinction-in
or habit to raise
which, moreover,thetorrent
of opinionhadalready
washed away every mole-hill of respect raised by the industry of individual pride, he,considered the fateof Rome
inhermeridiansplendor,andthat
of Athensfromthe
dawn to the sunset of her glory, as the portraits of our
future fortune. Moreover, the extent of the United States
led him tofear
a defect of nationalsentiment.That
which, at the time our Constitution was formed, had been
generatedbyfriendship
in theRevolutionaryWar,
was
s i n k i n g under the pressure of State interest, commercial
rivalry, the pursuit of wealth, and those thousand giddy
projects which the intoxication
of independence, an extravagant idea of our own importance, a profound ignorance of other nations, the prostrationof public credit, and
the paucity of our resources had engendered. He heartily assented, nevertheless, to the Constitution, because he
considered it as a band which might hold us together for
some'time, and he knew that national sentimentis the offspring of nationalexistence.
He trusted, moreover, that
in the chances and changes of time we should be involved
in some war which might strengthen our union.and nerve-
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the Executive. He
was not (as somehavesupposed) so
blind as notto see thatthePresidentcouldpurchase
power, and shelter himself from responsibility by sacrifici n g the rights and duties of his oflice at the shrine of influence; but he was too proud, and, let me add, too virtuous to recommend or tolerate measures eventually fatal to
liberty and honor.
" I t was not, then,becausehethoughttheExecutive
Magistrate too feeble to carry on the business of the State
that he wished himto possess more authority; but
because he thought there was not sufficient power to carry
onthebusinesshonestly.Heapprehended.acorrupt
a dominating
understanding between the Executive and
party in the Legislature
whichwould destroy the Presiwas not to be taught (what
dent's responsibility, and he
everyone knows) that where responsibilityends, fraud, injustice, tyr'mny, and treachery begin. General Hamilton
was of that kind of man which may most safely be trusted ;
for he was more covetous of glory than of wealth or power.
Buthe was of allmenthe
most indiscreet. Heknew
that a limitedmonarchy, even if established,couldnot
preserve itself in thiscountry.He
knew, also, thatit
could not be established, because there is not the regular
gradation of ranks among our citizens which is essential
to that species of golwnment, and he very well knew that
no monarchy whatever could be established but
by the
mob. When a multitude of indigent,proflig~tepeople
can be collected and orgznized, their envy of wealth, talents, and reputation will induce them to give themselves
a master, provided that, in so doing, they can mortify and
humble their superiors. But there is no instance to prove,
and it is, indeed, flatly absurd to suppose, that the upper
ranks of society will, by setting upa king, put downthernselves. Fortunately for os, no such mass of people can be
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callected inAmerica.
Nonesuch exists. Butalthough
General Hamilton knew these
things, from the study of
history, he never failed, on every occasion, to advocate the
excellence of and avow his attachment to monarchical government. By this course he not only cut himself off from
all chance of rising into office, but singularly promoted
the views of his .opponents, who,with the fondness for
wealth and power which he
hadnot, affected a love for
the people which he had and
which they hadnot.
Thus,
meaning very well, he acted very ill, and approached the
evils he apprehended by his very solicitude to keep them
at a distance..Thosewhoformed
our Constitution were
not blind to its defects. They believed a monarchical form
to be neither solid nor durable. They conceived
it to be
vigorous or feeble, active or slothful, wise or foolish, mild
or cruel, just or unjust, according to the personal character of theprince. It,is deceptive to cite the duration
of
In that period the
Frenchmonarchyateightcenturies.
provinces which lately composed it passed, by various fortune, from their subjection to Rome through the conquest
of barbarians, the ferociousness of feudal aristocracy, and
the horrors of anarchy and civil war to theif union under
the Bourbons. That union
was not consolidated until the
soaring spirit of Richelieu and the flexible temper of H a zarin had tamed an indignant nobility to the yoke of obedience.By
the vanity, theambition,andthe
talenth of
Louis Fourteenth Frznce became the terror
of Europe.
By the facile immorality of the Regent and the lascivions
confeebleness of Louis Fifteenth she sank almost into
tempt After a fern years of distempered existence, under
the mild and virtuous Louis Sixteenth, t h e lamp of that
boasted monarchy was extinguished in his blood.
('Fond, however, as the framers o f OUT National OAF
dtitntion were of republican .government, they we+ not
'
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x, much blinded by their attachment as‘not to discern the
difficulty,perhapsimpracticability, of raising a durable
edificefrom crumbling materials. History, the parent of
political science, had told them that it was almost
as vain
to expect permanency from democracy as to construct a
palwe on the surface of the sea. But it would have been
befoolish to fold their arms and sink into despondence
cause they could neither form nor establish the best of all
possible systems. They tell us, in their President’s letter of
the 17th September, 1787 : ‘The Constitutionwhich we now
present is the result of a spirit.of amity and of that mutual
deference and concession which the peculiarity of our political situation rendered indispensable.’ It is
not easy to
be wise for all times, not even for the present-much less
for the future; and those who judge of the past must recolwas present,thepresent
was future.
lectthat,whenit
Supposing, however, that one or two solitary individuals,
blessedwith anunusualportion
of the divineafflatus,
could determine what will fit futurity, they would find it
no easy task to prevail so far with the present generation
as toinducetheiradoption
of a plan at variancewith
As in war so in politics, muchmustbe
theirfeelings.
ieft to chance; or, in other words, to combinations of which
we are ignorant. It
was therefore pardonable to suppose
that what would, i n one day, be neither advisable nor practicable, might, in another day, be safe and easy. Perhays
there is still in my old bosom too much of youthful ardor
of hope, but I do not despair of our country. True it is,
that the present state of things has approached with unlooked-for rapidity ; but in that very circwfnstance there is
a source of comfort. In spite of the power of corruption,
there is still, perhaps, enaugh of public sentiment left to
sanctify the approaching misfortunes. Let not g o d men
despair because the people were not awakened by what
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has passed. It wduld be considered that, in proportion to
the size and strength of the patient and to the dulness of
his organs, the dose must be large to operate with effect.
The Embargo produced so much of nausea that our State
doctors perceived the necessity of an opiate. Thus the incipient spasm was lulled, but causes must eventually produce their effect.
“This digression leads us, however, from the point of
your inquiry, How far has the Senate answered the end of
its creation ? ’ I answer, further than was expected, but by
no means so far as was wished. It is necessary, here, to
anticipate one of your subsequent questions. ‘What has
been, and what is now, the influence of the State governments on the federal system ? ’ To obtain anything like a
check on the rashness of democrat., it was necessary not
only to organize the Legislature into different bodies (for
that alone is a poor expedient), but to endeavor that these
To this
bodiesshouldbeanimated
by adifferentspirit.
end the States,in their corporate capacity, were madeelectors of the Senate, and, so long as the State governments
had considerable influence and the consciousness
of dignity which that influence imparts, the Senate felt some of
the desired sentiment, and answered in some degree the
is past. Thisopens
end of its institution.Butthatday
to our view a dilemma which was not experienced when
the Constitution was formed. If the State influence should
if it did not, the
continue, the Union could not last; and
of
the
Senate
would
cease.
I
t
was
avowed’in the
utility
(by
one
who
had
afterwards
Convention at an early day
a considerable share of the business), when the necessity
of drawing a line between National sovereignty and State
independence was insisted on, ‘that if Aaron’s rod could
not swallow the rods of the magicians, their rods would
swallow his.’ But it is one thing to perceive a dilemma,
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and another thing to get out of it. In-&e option between
two evils, that which appeared to be the least
was preferred,

and the power of the Union provided for. At present, the
influence of the Ge'neral Government has so thoroughly
pervaded every State that all the little wheels are obliged
to turn according to the great
one. The Senate (in my
poor opinion) is little, if any check, either on the President or the House of Representatives. It has not the disof bothHousesarecreatures
position. Themembers
which, though differently born, are begotten in the same
way and by thesame sire. They have, of course,the
same temper, but their opposition, were they disposed to
make any, would be feeble ; they would easily be borne
down by the other House,i n which the power resides. The
President can, indeed, do whathe pleases, provided it shall
always please him to
place those who lead a majority of
theRepresentatives.Thismatterisunderstoodamong
the parties concerned. The Representatives,
however, do
not yet know that their power has no bound except their
discretion ; but a pleasant lesson is easily learned, andt h e
more they feel their power the
less will be their discretion. Authority so placed is liable as well to excess as to
abuse, and this country, unless I am mistaken, will experience not a little of both.
'' In what has already been said you may find some snswer to your question,'How far have the Amendmentsto
theConstitutionaltereditsspirit
? ' Theseamendments
are, generally speaking, mere verbiage. It has
beensaid
that our Constitution is remarkable for the perspicuityof
its language, and, if SO, there was some hazard in attemptof itsprovisionsbythe
(so-called)
ingtoclotheany
amendment in differentterms.It
would be a tedious
work of supererogation to show that the original Constitution contained those guards which form the apparent obVOL.
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ject of the.amendments.
P u t pourfingerontheSixth
is therewritten : ‘The
Article of theamendments.It
right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses,
papers,and
effects againstunreasonablesearchesand
seizures shall not be violated, and no warrants shall
issue
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and
thepersons or thingsto be seized.’ Hadthisprovision
been made after the last supplement to the late Embargo
law, it might be considered by a giddy populace as giving
them sufficient security against the outrageors proceedings directedbythatsupplement.Butconsideratemen
arenotthedupes
of patrioticprofessions,neither
will
theyconfidethedefence
of theirliberty to paperbulwarks. Such menneverbelievedtheamendmentsgave
anyadditionalsecurityto
life, liberty, or property. But
very few in America, perhaps twenty, could imagine that
thevery authors of the article just cited
would be the
first to violate i t ; and that i n a manner so flagrant and
shameless. Let noisy dram-shop politicians roar out their
adoration of our divine system, their detestation
of despats, and their contempt for the slaves
of Britain. You,
sir, well know that neither would a British monarch suggest, nor a British minister propose, nor a British parliament dare to exact a statute so hostile to freedom as that
last supplement to the Embargo. It must not, however,
be concluded that the American people are prepared for
theyoke of despotism.Shouldpowerreverttofederal
hands, and should they, pres~tming on the precedent,
atas improper,theywould
temptanythingone-tenthpart
soon be made sensible of the difference. But it is an evil
inseparable from democracy that the leaders
of that faction which includes the lower class
of citizens may commy friend
mit the greatest excesses with impunity. This

.
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Hamiltondistinctlyforesaw,andwould,werehe
now
alive, reproach his intimate friends for their attachment
to a government so liable to abuse. The reproach, however, wouldbe
ineffectual. Theywoulddefendthemselves by observing that the great body of American freeholders have such direct interest in the preservation
of
law and order that they will stand forth to secure their
rights when the necessity for it shall appear. They would
say, further,thatsuchnecessitycannotbeshownby
a
politicalratiocination.Luckily,or,tospeak
with a reverencepropertothe
occasion,providentially,mankind
are not disposed to embark the blessings they enjoy on a
voyage of syllogistic adventure to obtain something more
beautifulinexchange.Theymustfeelbeforethey
will
act. This is proved not oniy by the history of other nations but by our own. When misfortunes press hard, and
the people will look forthat wisdom and
notbefore,
virtue inwhichformerlytheyfoundsafety.
They will
then listen to the voice which, in the wantonness of prosperity,theydespised.Then,andnot
till then,canthe
true patriot be of any use.”
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CHAPTER XLVIII.

Morris makes his report on inland navigation
Is one of the commissioners to lay out New York. Travels by steam-boat to Albany. Goes to
Washington. T h e memorable year of 1812. Deliversanoration
at
the funeral of Mr. Clinton. Wardeclared. Letter to
Mr. Hare.Conof madness.Letters
on
sidersthedeclaration of war as little short
the subject. Opinion of the course to be pursued in relation to Great
Britain. No faithintheproposed
loan. Letter to Otis. Alarm at
the extent of the domain of the United States.

M

AKING up and handing in the report of the Com-

missionersonInlandNavigationintheState
of
New York, together with his duties as one of the commissioners to lay out Manhattan Island, and a very sharp and
protracted fit of the gout, entirely occupied Morris during the winter of 1811. In May he wrote to M. Leray de
Chaumont,asking if a loan of $ ~ , O O O , O O Omightbeeffected on the credit of the State of New York, to execute
the important work of opening inland navigation in New
York State; Such a loan, he thought, might be effected in
Switzerland, “where, perhaps, will most readily be found
the people desirous of transporting themselves and their
I wishittobeimproperty across the Atlantic.And
pressed on your mindthat a loanwhich will bring the
in
lenderstoourcountry
is infact,takingthenation
mass, no loan at all, but a clear gain, both of the men
and their property.”
A meeting of the Canal Commissioners called Morris to
Albany in June, and he, with true public spirit, intrusted
“ W e leave
himself tothe
mercies of thesteam-boat,
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home,” he says, June zgth, “ a t one, and embark in the
steam-boat a few minutes before five, at which hour we
leave the wharf, and proceed u p Hudson’s River against
the wind. Thelodging is so uncomfortablethat I can
stay in bed but a short time, though the evening is cool.”
“Early this morning [June zoth] I come on deck, and
find we are opposite to West Point ; the wind still unfavorable, but our progress good, considering that the curis on board,tells
rentalso is adverse. Mr.Fulton,who
me that the paddles of his wheels move with a velocity of
eightmilesper
hour. Whenever,therefore, hemeets P
current of two miles, his operating velocity is reduced to
six. The velocity given to the boat must be between the
the rateat whichitgoes
velocity of thepaddleand
through the water; or, rather, if the water be still and the
paddle pass through it at the rate of two miles per hour,
of six, etc, As the
the boat will be propelled at the rate
lodging is so comfortIess, I remain on deck till we reach
Albany, which is at midnight.”
“ Our Board of Commissioners meets early [June z r s t ] ,
and we get on well with our business, except that rather
too large a share of it is laid on me.”
“ A very warm’day [June zzd]. Embarkinthesteamboat at half an hour after eight, and, having run a little
way up and turned, arefairly on our road downwards, with
a fresh fair wind, at a quarter before nine. Wepick up
some passengers from vessels aground on the Overslough
Shoal. Indeed, there is a frequent ejection and collection
of passengers from towns and places along the
river. I n
the course of the day the engine receives an injury from
a piece of wood thrown among the works by
a careless
on
servant.
Thisretardsour
progress.
Sit
all
night
deck, and get a little uneasy. Sleep in my chair.”
“We enter the Highlands at sunrise [June zsd], and

,

534

DIARY AND LETTERS OF

[CHAP.XLVIII

breakfast below Haverstraw, having a fair wind and tide.
-When nearly opposite to Manhattativille the engine gets
again out of order; but we have no longer any interest i n
it, for here I disembark, hire a carriage, and reach my own
house at two in the afternoon. Thus in
five days and an
hour I have dined in New York, gone to Albany, spent
two complete days in business there, and returned. This
movement of boats by steam is a very fine application of
that power. "The table kept is excellent,and the night
accommodation, though bad, is, considering the numbers
(upward of one hundred on Tuesday), much better than
couIdhavebeen
hopedfor in a first experiment.The
price of a passenger is but $7-a servant half as much ;
the distance, upward of one hundred and fifty miles, which
for a gentleman and his servant is at the rate of seven
cents per mile. Travelling 'in France, in a post-chaise of
my own, cost me for myself and my servant at the rate of
one shilling sterling per
mile, and our average velocity
about five miles per hour ; distance, about sixty miles per
39d. sterling per mile, the
day. Here the price is about
average velocity about five miles per hour, distance about
one hundred and twenty miles per day. Again, taking the
distance at one hundred and fifty-three miles,'it would, in
France, have cost $34 and consumed, in effect, three days,
or, at the least, two and a half, whereas in this steam-boat
a half. Mr.
itcost $10.50 andconsumesonedayand
Fulton comes to dine with
us, and Mr. Rutherfurd ; and
a Mr. Hare, who came from Pittsburg through the GeneseeValley, says the whole of what he travelled over is,
withlittleexception,thefinestcountryinthe
world.
2% finest in the world is anexpressionmuch
usedby
my good countrymen who never saw much of the world,
and are not therefore the best qualified to make such decisions. Rutherfurd tells an anecdote to this effect, which
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is pleasantenough.Justice
somebody, the innkeeper at
Ridgefield,Connecticut, had seen a greatdeal of the
world, and assured him that America was the finest country in the world, the Americans the finest people in the
world, and Connecticut the finest country inhabited by the
; a peopleexcellent
inmany
finest peopleinAmerica
other respects, but more especially so in their honesty.”
It was agreedthatthereport
of theCanalCommisr
sioners should be presented to.Congress during the
coming session, and Morris wrote to the
‘(Worshipful ” ne
Witt Clinton, Mayor of New York, in November begging
him to make it convenient tocome out and dine with him,
that they might not only fix the time, but the manner of
the route to Washington. “If I travel with my own carriage and horses,” he wrote, “ I may, roads and weather
being good, make out forty miles per day, but (all things
considered the safer calculation is thirty. Colonel Porter
thiyks it is not ‘advisable to attend at Washington before
should be glad of
January. I, having no other purpose,
the respite, if our attendance at Albany werenot to follow
so soon ; but it may require thirteen days, considering the
Albany.” Mr. and
season, to get on from Washington to
Mrs. Morris went by way of Lancaster and York, Pa., to
Washington, where they arrived on the 15th of Decemkr,
and here the diary takes u p the story of events.
“Mr. Clinton not arrived [December
16th], and therefore I stay’xt home, not choosing to g o ahead till I visit
the President, nor to make that visit without him. I 10%
thereby the opportunity of hearing Mr. Randolph make a
much admired speech.”
“Visit the President [December rfthf, having waited
long enough in vain. Mr. Parish tells me our application
will be fruitless, and Mr. Bayard this evening shows me
that he means to defeat it if he can.”

I
/

5 36

DIARY A N D LETTERS OF

[CHAP.XLVIII.

(‘Visit, with Mr. Clinton, the President and confer on
theobject of our mission[December z ~ s t ] . Leavehim
in a better disposition for it than
we found him, apparently ; but, ‘ Non omne quod nitela aurum.’”
6‘ Dine with Colonel Porter and his mess of democrats ;
a pleasantsocietyenough,thoughnotselect.OnMonday I dine with Mr. Foster, the British minister, who has
a handsomeestablishment ; andonTuesday[December
~ q t h with
]
the French minister, and go to Mrs. Madison’s
drawing-room. O u r business seems to be in good train.”
“Another year,” begins the diary of the first day of the
memorable year 1812, “succeeds to the centuries which are
already mingled with a past eternity. I t comes i n blustering on the wings of a westerly wind, of which we feel in
, o u r elevated position a f u l l share. Visit at the palace, and
pay ourrespectstothePresidentandhis
lady. The
House of Representatives, for the first time since the Government was established, have refused to’ adjourn for the
purpose of paying this compliment. This
looks, I think,
like a declaration that he shall notbe re-elected.’’
“ T h e bill to raise twenty-five thousand men is passed
[January 7th] by a thumping majority.”
“Attend the committee o n o u r business (January Sth],
and speak, I believe, with some effect.”
“ I visit thePresidentand
confer withhim[January
13th], in some sort confidentially, to obtain his support to
our bill, which he injures by expressing hisdoubts
as t o the
constitutionality.Visit Mr. Galatin.Mentiontohim,
as
I had done to the President, making a military road from
the Hudson to the St. Lawrence. He is an intelligent fellow, and I think by much the strongest man in the administration.”
“ G o to the House of Representatives [January rgth],
and stay till their adjournment, which is late. The com-
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mittee have determined to report in favor
of a system of
canals,andappointed
a sub-committee to preparethe
report.”
“ I am now [January ~ o t h ]
sixty years of age, and yet
(foolishly, I think) engaged in active life.”
FromWashington
Morris wentimmediately
to AIbany, to push the business of the canal. While there he
prepared another report, viz., ‘‘ On Stevens’s project for a
railway.’’ In April he was urged to become a candidate
for member of Congress, but this he declined.
“Whenyourletterreached
me,”Morris wrotefrom
Morrisania to his friend Mr. Parish, April Sth, ‘ < Ihad, as
theFrenchexpressionruns,one
footin thestirrupfor
Washington, whither I went one of two deputies from the
board of which I ampresident.AtWashington
I staid
long, to no valuable purpose and to my great annoyance;
then, after reaching home, set off for Albany. Here, however, I am, and enjoy frommy window the exhilaratingview
of approaching spring. Oh, my friend, had we also a renewed spring of life, how cheerfully shouldI take up those
prlblic cares which I now decline, and will persist in declining,unlesscompelled
by circumstances which must
ever control us when we cannot control them.
I learned
yesterday, in a visit to New York, which business obliged
me to make, that although our President disavows hostility against East Florida, his general is pursuing steadily
the conquest of it, and will, it is thought, be soon in collision with British troops on their way to protect it. This
perfidy seems too audacious for the character of the man.
His resort to an embargo, and other things, strengthen the
idea, not lightly formed, that his blustering was merely
calculated to gull the wilder partof his adherents, SO as to
securehisre-election.
I persistin believing he will not
hazard war, but must at the same time confess the doubt
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whether anything short of that bloody scourge will whip
our mad folks into their sober
senses.”
“ I t is said thatnotwithstanding Mr. Madison’sdisavowal,” says the diary for April 16th, ‘‘ our general, Matthews, is proceeding in the conquest of East Florida, and
so that
willtherecomeincollisionwithBritishtroops,
war is considered as inevitable.”
“ Colonel and Mrs. Fish and General Morton dine with
us [April zqth]. Messrs. Fish and Morton are a commitI willprotee of the New York Corporation to request
nounce a funeraleuiogiumonthelateVice-president
(George Clinton).* Promise to do
so if asked by the corporation. Mr. Carpenter came, while I was at dinner, with
a letter from Jacob Morton about the proposed oration,
The materials are to be furnished on Sunday, perhaps, a n d
Thursday is contemplated for the solemnity. If these are
to be the conditions, I decline.”
“ To-day [May zd], intown,
Mr. Hammond mentions
,tomeoverturesmade
by theClintonparty.
I tell him
that on such subjects
I oncegaveopinions which were
disregarded ; I have now no opinions to give.
Mr. Rutherfurd takes a seat in my phaeton, and endeavors to dissuade me from pronouncinga funeral eulogium on George
Clinton. I tell him how the facts stand : that if the corporation do what I expect they will, I am engaged, and to
his labored objections arising from the difference of character and conduct between the defunct and the eulogist, I
reply by assuring him I will say nothing to dishonor the
dead, because that would
be cruel ; and nothing to dishonor myself, becausethatwould
be foolish. H e avers

’

.* George Clinton, born, July 2 6 , 1739 ; died, April ao, 181a, was a member
of the Continental Congress in r g , and held tbe office of Governor of the
State of New York for eighteen years. In
1%
he was elected Vice-President of the United States, and was one of the prominent candidates for nomination lo the Residency in 1808.
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that De U’itt will use his uncle’s memory as the ladder of
his ambition, and, when President, be devoted to French
politics,theretoinfluencedbyGenet;observingatthe
same time that he is an unprincipled fellow who cares for
nothing and for nobody but himself. I say, on this c h a p
ter, that I am .ready to admit anything or everything
of
this sort, as he pleases, being indifferent to theviews of all
parties and factions ; that those now in power are driving
rapidly on to ruin in a road where they must proceed
or
be disgraced,and, if they proceed to plunge the country
in a war with Britain,
six months’taste of it will bring
the people to their senses. For the rest, I do not know
Mr. Clinton’s views, and do not wish t o know them. Mr.
Rutherfurd has, I am well informed, become openly what
he has long been actually, an adherent to and supporter
of theadministration.Hisfear,therefore,
is thatthey
will be ousted.”
“Mr. Clinton comes out [May gd], accompanied by his
son, to givemesomehintsrespectinghislate
uncle.
That business despatched, I inquire the prospects respecting our canal, which he tells me were flattering, and that
but for the prorogation he thinks the bill sentme by Platt
wouldhave passed. I communicate my observationson
it, the propriety of which he admits, and willmake the
a consideration of my
needfulchanges.Thisleadsto
plan for a bank. H e tells me that the minds of men are
so much heated on that subject that all which can now be
done is tofrustratetheplan
now proposed. The other
may perhaps succeed in November. I ask him the opinion
which prevails as to the course of public nffairs. He SXYS
it i.s in this State generally hostile to the administration,
except a knot, of no consequence, in the city ; his friends
have returned from Congressdisgusted;everyone
begins to be ‘weary of Virginiadomination.
The present

.
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plan of the Dominion is, he thinks, to provide for Monroe,
Madison standing, as is supposed, no chance.They will
readily run either Gerry or Tompkins, or any other ine&
cient Northern man, for Vice-president.
If compelled to
do it, they'will even submit to have an
efficientmanin
that place, but will take care to destroy his
influence. I
. tellhim that the state of public affairs is more wretched
since, to a
than is generallyimagined ; thatsometime
federalistwhoexpressedthehope
of seeinghisparty
triumphant, I cried out, ' God forbid ! ' and, he being suri n the hoped-for case,hewould
prised,askedhimwhat,
in good faith, make
do ; that he said he would honestly,
overtures for treaty with England, which he believed would
be candidly met, and all differences speedily be so settled
as to restore this country to the prosperous condition from
which she had been precipitated ; that I replied there was
no doubt of his success so far, but that the consequence
would be a speedy ejection of him and his friends from
power,and a returntothesamebaseanddishonorable
courseinwhichtheyarenowengaged.
I thentell Mr.
Clinton that this is the unavoidable result of those corrupt
so industriouslydisseminated;
notionswhichhavebeen
thatinthedegeneratestatetowhichdemocracynever
fails to reduce a nation, it is almost impossible for a good
man to govern, even could he get into power, or fora bad
, man to govern well. 'Suppose, in thepresentstate
of
things, any man you please, however
efficient and firm ;
let him, if you please, have nerves of iron, and a grasp of
steel; suppose yourself, if you will be chosen President.
What would you do ? In my opinion, you would not appoint efficient men to fill the great offices of state. YOU
have not such men in your own party, and if you chose
them from another you must throw yourself into the arms
of that other, and in either casebe the instrumentof those
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whosupport you, andnotthe
ruler.’ H e acknowledges
the force of these observations. I then tell him that the
only measure 1 can devise which seems likely to rescue
thecountry from herpresentmiserableandridiculous
condition is to appoint a few representatives of both partiesto meet othersuchrepresentativesfromtheStates
of the nation ;
north of the Potomac, and consider the state
that this body, when met, will readily take the ground no
longer to allow a representation of slaves ; that this geographicaldivision mill terminatethe politicaldivisions
which now prevail, and give a new object to men’s minds ;
that the Southern States must then either submit towhat
is just or break up the Union. He
says that South Carolina is fast falling off from Virginia, on which I observe
solid, palpabledistinction
thatit is immaterial.Some
must be taken, and the one I mention is, I think, the only
one which can be relied
on. For the rest, he may think
of it, and do as he pleases.”
Tuesday, May rgth, Morris attended the funeral
ofMr.
Clinton,whohadbeenVice-president
of the United
States,andrecordsthat,“afterpassing
inprocession
through several streets, we reach the Presbyterian Church
i n Wall Street, between twelve and one o’clock ; prayers,
music, and my oration coldly delivered and betterreceived
than such speaking deserved. The
business ends at two.”
“Wedineintown
[Maydoth], and I embarkinthe
steam-boatParagon.Weleavethecityat
five, andare
a little impeded by runninga race with the Raritansteamboat, which, nevertheless, we win, but make no use of our
sails until victory has declaredin our favor. We reach AIbany at eight in the morning
[May 31st] ; thus twentyseven hours pass us over at least one hundred and fifty
miles.”
“Killian Van Rensselaer calls [June IS^] and tells me
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that our lastreporttotheLegislature
has produced a
great effect. GeneralPlattcomesintheevening.He
says the committeewill report in a few days, and he thinks
theunanimousopinion will be adopted by the House.”
On June 17th “ o u r billispassed
in committee of the
whole, while the sagacious Mr. C-,
sitting with us, assures us it will be lostbyamajority
of twenty. The
incanalwilldoubtlessbeopened
by the State for her
terest and honor.Monday,
I embark again in the steamagainst
England.
On
Tuesday
boat. War is declared
[June z3d] I am athome in the evening.Dear,quiet,
happy home ! ” Morris rejected the supposition, advanced
Mr.
by somepersons, that he was favorably inclined to
Clinton’selection, as an ideafoundedonconjecture
;”
“for,” he said in a letter to Mr. Hare, June 3oth, “ I certainly have notexpressedsuchanopinion.
Intruth, I
havenotformed
an opinion, not being
possessed of the
a m notashamed
to acknowledge on
needfulfacts.I
this, as on many other occasions, my profound ignorance,
and therefore tell you frankly that I know not whether
the federalists of this State are disposed to support
Mr.
Clinton.
“ I think I can perceive a storm gathering
in the East
whichmayblow
our Union flag from the mast-head. If
during the gale it be proposed to New York that she be
the frontier of a southern or northern section, she would,
I believe, adopt the latter alternative, in which case New
Jersey could not but join the State by whose arms she
is
embraced, It will be for you, therefore, to say ofwhich
section you choose to bethefrontier.Pennsylvania(in
my opinionthe mostpowerfulmember
of our Union)
may be led to cover with her broad shield the slave-holding States ; which, so protected, may for a dozen or fifteen
years exercise the privilege of strangling cornrnerce, whip-
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ping negroes,andbrawlingabouttheinborn
‘inalienable rights of man. It seems to me almost certain that, if
peace be not immediately made with England, the
quesUnder these
tion on negro votes must divide this Union,
impressions, I cannot, my dear sir, persuade myself to feel
interested in a presidential election. If you ask what is
doing in Massachusetts, I must answer that my reason and
my feelings are too much at variance to approve or condemn.IearnestiyprayGodthat
he will enable me to
know and to do my duty ; but I believe that little, if anything, wiil be left to my choice. I have long foreseen a n d
foretold those events which
now approach, as necessary
consequences of themeasureswhichouradministration
has pursued,Sometimes,
too, I havehadtheunmanly
weakness to wish that, before they arrive, my dust should
of my fathers. I believe,sir, that
bemingledwiththat
men of honor and worth must prepare for scenes more
serious thanelectioneering.
Ibelieve one great effortis
yet to be made in the cause of liberty, and I have the conof
solation to believe that if the sound heads and hearts
our country unite, that effort will be crowned with SUCcess.”
Morris considered the declaration of war with England
as nothing short of madness. ‘ I I t is needful, perhaps,” h e
wrote to Mr. Oliver, of Baltimore, on July gth, ” t o complete the guilt of those by whom this country has SO long
been misgoverned; and it opens atoscene more important,
according to my conception, than any presidential or congressional election. The people
of this State are in generalaverse to the war-the
federalistsalmostwithout
exception, the democrats with hardly any other exception
than office-holders,office-hunters, Jacobin mob, and the’
bankrupts in fame and fortune. New England, taken
in,
mass, is of similar tern& and opinion. The public mind,
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is preparing for a course of northern policy which will, I
believe, take for its rallying point the question
of negro
representation. It is unluckythatthisquestionshould
have a tendency to throw Maryland into the southern dis: not that
trict and make the Susquehanna our frontier
the Northern States have any desire to exclude their commercial sister, but that the pride of your State may throw
her into the a r m of Virginia. TObe forewarned is to be
forearmed ; and on nooccasion can the proverb more aptly
apply than on the present. If you take this question 11p
among yourselves and advance, on your
own conviction,
the unreasonableness of the constitutional apportionment,
it would have the double effect of conciliating our friendship now and of enabling you to take with dignity hereafter the step which your interest may require. Pennsylto that southern factionwhich
vania is at present favorable
hopes to engage passion on its side in the course of hostilities;butthegeographicalposition
of Pennsylvania
I cannot bear the
must determine her course of conduct.
idea that so fine a city as Philadelphia should be on the
frontier.
“ I t is possible, after all, that
we shall never have but
eIectioneering squabbles. As to a federal candidate, there
is as yet n o likelihood that he could be carried ; neither do
I think it would be wise to make the attempt, even if certain of success. Let the present party carry on their war,
andtothat
effect lay their taxes. I Let a vain people
of their lovingfriends.Such
writheunderthetyranny
blockheads are neither worthyof nor fit for a free government, Witness your riotous rascals in Baltimore, and the
greater rascals there and elsewhere, who wickedly prompt
or quietly behold or basely applaud such outrage. Rely
men
on it, my dear sir, that those who expect to bring
right by reasoning pay an unmerited compliment
to hu-
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mannature.
-A nationmnsrsufferseverelybeforeit
can be reformed. The Jewish history contains a clear explanation of thatgreat riddle-man.
Makehim a slave,
you make him humble and base-a scoundrel ; make him
a democrat, you make him proud; ungrateful-a
rascal ;
make him subjected to just laws and .a wise administration, work hard and live moderately, you make him industrious, virtuous, happy-a goodhusband, a goodfather,
a good citizen.”
Again, in August and September, in letters to Mr. Robert Oliver, of Baltimore, he spoke in the
same strain of
the coming presidential election. Who should be the next
President “appears to us a minor consideration.
A firm.
union of the Northern States is (I believe) the only means
under God to preserve American freedom ; whether that
union will take effect is known only to Him from whom
n o secrets are hid. 1 have thought more of the preservation of the Union than about its
finances,which are, it
would seem, in a fair way of being destroyed. Smuggling,
whichwasbefore
the merchant’sinterest,is now in appearance, if not in reality, his duty; for the war declared
to be carriedonagainst .him. I
againstEnglandseems
think that we of the North wiZ2 have peace, at any rate;
whetherthatpeace
will produce civil warisaserious
Mr.
problem. I referittoPennsylvaniaratherthanto
Madison, because, tracing effects to probable causes, I
forced to doubt whether he possesses free agency.”
To Benjamin Morgan he wrote in August : “There are
here a very few people who affect to believe the loose assurances, given in Mr. Madison’s gazette, that he will make
to my conception of the
a treaty with France. According
subject, he has no.longer the power of choice. He must
make, if he has not already made, a French alliance. TO
yiolrrte it, if concluded, or refuse, under present .cirCUmVOL.
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stances, to cmclude it will throw him unfriended on the
world. Hiifortune and his fate are at stake. Those
who
RS full of French feelings ;
.know him best consider him
but, without stopping to examine his sentiments, which
are
of little moment, his situation is such that he must g o on.
But, you will say, if that be so, how can Pennsylvania put
him right? I answer, by such an imposing mass of physical force as will, if drivenintoact,beathim,
his counsellors, agents, and abettors to dust. In that case, no exercise of force will be needful.
The slave States will Rot
dare to hazard their existence on a question which would
involve to us a littleinconvenience, to them their utter
destruction.Theyarealreadydividedonthe
war. YOU
may rely on this, I think, that we Northern folks will not
submit to a French alliance ; neither will we continue the
warwithEngland,
unless, indeed,sheshouldexact
disterms honorable
of peace.’
I n Morris’s opinion there was but one consistent course
to be pursued in relation to the war with Great Britain
then carrying on, whichwas to insist that England should,
without compensation, give up her claim to the right
of
search. “Ifthatground,” hesaid, “ b e takenanawful
question will arise in some States : Shall they submit to
CongressortoGod?Both
will be impossible,forthe
war will then be confessed&, as it is now imp&+, unjust.”
“ W h y not,”he wrote to the Honorable1,e’wisB. Sturges,
February 9, 1813,“waiving flippant debate, lay down the
broad principle of national right on which Great Britain
takes her native seamen from our merchant-ships
? Let
those who deny the right pay, suffer, and fight to compel
of soundmind will
anabandonment of theclaim.Men
see, and men of sound principle will acknowledge, its existence. But, the right established, a law to resist tho exercise is iniqnitous. If, on thecontrary, it be admitted

i
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that n’o stlch right exists, we, of mxessaf)~comclquetice,
.have
right
naturalize
ato
British
and protect
themagainstalltheworld
in our merchant4ips. Bat
that right established, a law to bind the Legislature from
using it (providedalwaysthat
a legislature cduld be SO
bound)would be asurrender of our sovereignty. . . .
Territory may be given, taken, or parcelled out, .but right
is entire,andmustbewhollykeptor
lost. To its full
support national honor is pledged. Under these views of
the subject, it is not easy to perceive how men
of c W r
headandsoundheartcansupportthe
bill.
In
the case before us the
bill, giving u p by implication the
claim of right, may, whencombinedwiththerhanifbld
disgraces of our jack-pudding warfare, be considered as
a project to silence by quibbles the fire of seventy-fours.
to suspect a design to
The American people cannot fail
plunge them, by engaging their passions, both
in fullks
andcrimesforthenotablepurpose
of gathering soapbubbles. Theday of delusion is past. They who Were
preeminent in theRevolutionaryWargavepracticdl
lessons of disinterestedpatriotism.Disdaining
prof&sions, they prepared the way for gentlemen professotsl”
Morris had no faith
in the new loan proposed
by’the
Oliver,
Government. ‘(I would not,” he wrote to Robert
February 13th, ‘ I take it at twenty per cent. discount and
tenpercent.interest,for
I am of opinionthatit
will
neverbepaid.
If therebe a severanceofthe
we in theNorth won’t pay it. TheSouthc8n‘t
pay,
and wouldn’t pay if they could. Smuggling
has al’ready
got far ahead, and, with the increase
of duties, mu&tldvan=, so that we nevershallcotlect
as’ much ih ‘tk’tt
way as was once collected. Duties on elports ere,
h o w , prohibited.
The
question,
therefore,
i s ‘shbrk
Will t h y agree to internal taxes for psymclrt of fhd‘’#&
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lie ‘debt who will not even propose such taxes to carry
onmthe war. I n my opinion they will not, and they have
a majority in the Senate, which majority will be increased
by Slew States whenever the dominant party foresee the
want of them. Professions will not be wanting now, but
those who trust to professions from that quarter deserve
to suffer, Of such men it maybe said, ‘ If they believe
notMoses andtheprophets,neither
will theybelieve,
though one should rise from the dead ’- Madison‘s $.roclamafion.
Bonaparte is, I havenodoubt,ruined.
Long before
the first report of the Russian success I had fixed, in my
little circle, the 20th of October for his departure from
Moscow.. I believe the varlet was off a day sooner than
I supposedhecouldhavetakentheneedfularrangements for so long a march. I believed and said he would
endeavor to gain Cracow-and cross the mountains
so as
to winter at Prague, the capital of Bohemia. If he save a
remnant of fifty to eighty thousand, and reach Warsaw,
he is notthe
less ruined. God grantthatthosewho
trusted in him and his patron-saint Beelzebub may with
him meet their deserts.”
.On the4th of MarchMr.Madisonentereduponhis
secondterm of office. OfhisinauguraladdressMorris
wrote to Mr. Parish, on March 6th
: “When I readMr.
Madison’smessage
I supposedhimtobeout
of his
senses, and havesincebeen.toldthathe‘nevergoes
or wine
sober;ta bed. Whetherintoxicatedbyopium
was mot said,. b u t I learned last winter that pains in.
his
teeth ,had driven ,him to use the former too
freely. The
administration F n do nothing, if the British ministers be
nat crazy too,;fq-: these, cannut but know how impossible
it is , f o r u s to prpecute the war. Of course, their.seply
tR,Qur prrertures i+,‘ We will consider.’ ”
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Again to Mr. Parish he wrote on the
26th :(‘li was asked,
Do you believe that Mr. Madison has accepted, the.proffered mediation of Russia ? ’ I replied, ‘ I f it was offered,
does
it was accepted.’ The question was then put, ‘HOW
this accord with your idea thatMr. Madison means to continue the war ? ’ ‘ Perfectly ; for, if he did not, he would
have declined a mediation which tends to delay. England
wishes peace, so that, if Mr. Madison wished it too, the
treaty might be made in half-an hour.. But he does not.’
I was again asked, ‘ Suppose he should declare, in themost
solemnandconfidentialmanner,hisearnestdesire
for
peace ? ’ ’ I should believe as much of it as I did of his
proclamation. As to the lo:ln, I think men in their senses
will nottake it atany price. A federalist, whose tote
may in any wise support this war would be guilty of more
It wouldbe anact of impietyas we11 as
thantreason.
treachery.’ ‘Butsuppose
Mr. Gallatin should be, able
to demonstrate as clearly as anyproposition in Euclid
that the President means to make peace, what would.you
his
say to him ? ’ I wouldsay, ‘Sir,yourconversation
delighted me. I am nowconvinced that the President’s
present intentions are honest, and, lest he should change
hismind, I willuse my endeavors to prevent him from
borrowing one dollar. With money he “ray make pace,
must. But I hope you will excuse m e if I
withoutithe
talk no further, for I must immediately set my broker at
work to purchase old stock.’
I n a very long and exhaustive dissertation, dated April
gth, to his nephew David B. Ogden, on the war, and thu:
honest opposition that, in his opinion, should be made .to
Madison’s loan, he gave it as his opinion that,
“Thiswar was declared by thehonorable members
*presenting inland States, under the pretext of’,p&tecti n g commerce and seamen, but for the, avowed:!wrpose
”

I
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of aQaqmrlng Canada, and with the obvious intention of
m t e r i a g miilions among their constituents. Indeed, to
this, intention alone canbe traced measures whose absurdity and extravagance are clear as the noonday sun. Our
gpponents insist that the waris just, but they declare that
we must imposetaxesanddefraytheexpenses.Permit
me here to ask whether the worthy eight per cent patriots who are about to lend rely on these honest, non-taxi n g gentlemen for payments.
If they do, and are not dein spite of our
ceived, we mustsubmitandcontribute
teeth, should the Union endure. But, according to my oldfashiqned way of reasoning,foundedonthevulgar
notioas that iambs can’t eat foxes nor pigeons catch hawks,
these honestgentlemen willnotimposetaxes,
and, of
course, those worthy patriots, consoling themselves with
profit, unless we
the honor of this deed, must forego the
step in to their aid. Must we, then, for the sake of such
excellent patriots, lay heavy direct taxes to pay usurious
interest on enormous sums extravagantly squandered
in
the. prosecution of what we consider an unjust war?
‘‘We hold this war i n the same abhorrence which the
Quakers do every war, and they refuse to pay whr taxes ;
and the only question is whether we maydothatin&
rectly which we ought not to do directly. We are bound
to pay only just debts, or, to speak more accurately, that
is na debtwhichwasnotjustlycontracted.Toresume
thecommonmode
of speech,canthatbeajustdebt
which is contracted for support of an unjust war? In the
language of Holy Writ, ’Thou shalt not do evil that good
may come of it.’ I am,moreover,persuadedthatthe
best mode of securing pecuniary aid far just purposes is
to withhold payment of what has been advanced for an
I t wouldlead too far,besides
objectmanifestlyunjust.
leading us estray, to develop the ground of this opinion.
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The debt now contracting by Mess= Madison & Co. is
void, being founded in moral wrong of which the lenders
werewell apprisedShouldtheyhereafter:pleadignorance, let them he told it wits a vincible, and therefore an
inexcusable ignorance.”
Morris seemed always to fear disastrous consequences
from a too great extension of the donlain of the United
of thisquestion, on April 29th, to
Statesand,writing
HarrisonGray Otis,*he says: “Even as early as 1776,
“ I frankly acknowledge that I began to be alarmed for
this vast territoryandthe difference of ourhabitsand
social state. I acknowledge, also, that when the ultitnaturn for a treaty of peace was under consideration I opposed insisting on a cession of the Western wilderness,
andexpressedthe
wish thatsomeothernationmight
people it, and, by the pressure of foreignforce, restrain
our domestic feuds. Since that period it
has appeared to
me desirable, however, that the undue extent of our territory should be still more extended, so that the evil might
work its own cure. In framing our national Constitution
we were not all blind to its defects, but none
of us, E believe, expected they would bear fruit so soon and so bitter.
Weshall, I humbly hope,havereason
to return thanks
hereafter that we are brought thus early into a condition
which, properly improved, may produce r? better political
that,ever
organization. I will,moreover,acknowledge
since the commencementof Mr. Jefferson’s administration,
I have looked forward to our present misery as the means
of securing our national iiberty.
It was my anxious wish
*Harrison Gray 0tis.was chairman of a committee which in 1814 reported
In favor of caning a convention of the New England States at Hartford to
consider the best mode of redressing the grievances inflicted on thore &ere0
by thewarwithGreatBritain.
In his lateryears he strongly opposed the
anti-slaverymovement. Born at Boston. October 8, ~ $ j he
, died there,
October38,
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I have
suffered much to see that that cunning faction kept us so
widely apart. Time, n ~ y
dear sir, seems about to disclose
the awful secret that commerce and domestic slavery are
mortal foes ; and, bound together, one must destroy the
other. I cannotblameSoutherngentlemenforstriving
to put down commerce, because commerce, if it survives,
will, I think, put them down, supposing always the Union
to endure.
“ T h e signal victories of Russia demand our thanks to
AlmightyGod, bywhoseprovidencethey
areordered.
Theexcellence of theRussiantroops,foundedonthe
physicalandmoralqualities
of the people, is a matter
generally understood ; but there is another matter which
seems not t o have been so generally acknowledged. The
of it appear ‘to m e
plan of campaign and the execution
superior, in what is usually called generalship, to anything
of the kind since the war began. Bonaparte met with a
master in that on which he had most reason to pride himself-military skill. Hiseverymovement
was evidently
prescribed by Marshal Koutouzow. H e wouldnottake
the road to Petersburg because, leaving his enemy in the
rear, he wouldhavebeendeprived
of hissubsistence.
After he entered Moscow the position taken by his enemy,
on the southwest of that city, put it out of his power to
retreat by CracowintoBohemia
I hadimaginedthis
route for him, and fixed ,on the 20th of October for his
departure ; but he was, it seems, so nimble as to get off
the 19th. Hadhebeenvictorious
in thebattlefrom
his retreat
which he ran away,it would have facilitated
and saved great part of his army for a while. But Koutotwow’s measures seem to have been so well taken that
the ruin would only have been delayed; and let it, by the
way, be remarked that in the Russian retreat.from Poland
t o produce a union with the Eastern States, and
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to MOSCOW no corps of any consequence wasmaterially
injured, which, on so long a line as they occupied, is almost miraculous. The future conduct
of the war is comparativelyan A B C business;but if managedbythe
same
general,
this
campaign
must
be
decisive. God
grant that timid ministers do not mar the work which
is
now in such good train. The French troops
will abandon
Spain as soon as they cancross the Pyrenees. Whether
the Spaniards and PorLuguese will carry their arms into
France is doubtful, for although sound policy would pursue that course, the weakness which some folks call
prudence may dictate a different idea. The American friends
of Bonaparte look on with anxious terror. May it, like that
of the Russian campaign, tend to their confusion.”
King’s speech to both
“Accept my thanksforyour
Houses,” Mr. Morriswrote totheHonorable
Lewis €3.
Sturges,December 17th, 1813. ‘ ( A moreextraordinary
thing of the sort I never saw nor heard of. It begins by
a metelling you that he sent negotiators to treat under
diation which the enemy had not accepted of, but which
of because
he took itforgrantedtheywouldaccept
therightsandpretensions
of neitherpartywere
to be
submitted to the mediator’s decision. On what, then, are
thepartiesat
bloody issue?Livingin
my chimneycorner, the buzz of politicalspecuIationsbythosewho
‘ropes of sandcantwist’seldomreaches
my ears,and
never affects those dictates of plain common-sense which
I prefer to nice distinctions. As I never had a doubt, SO
I thought it a duty to express my conviction that British
ministers would not, dared nut, submit to mediation a question of essential right ; that in such questions one party
or the other must give up the
point, andthatonthe
present occasion the American Government must submit
to thathumiliatingcondition.
I didnotthen
believe,

,
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neither do I now believe, thattheEmperor
offeredhis
bur that it was s o l i c b d by our administration.
-tion,
I did betieve, and do believe, that they had neither the expectation, the hope, nor even the wish that it should proto m e amerestock-jobbing
duce peace. Itappeared
trick, and such it will, I am persuaded, turn out. But in
every point of view the nation is openly and deeply disgraced. I pretendnottoknow,nor
will I wasteaconjecture on, the objects or motives which are concealed,
but, assuming facts of public notoriety, it is clear and cannot be contradicted that war was declared with petulant
precipitation, prosecuted with prodigal extravagance, and
conducted with egregious folly ; that the President, after
rejecting an armistice, repeatedly proffered, sent a brace
of agents to beg, in the northeastern corner
of Europe,
thatpeacewhichhemighthavehadin
five minutes
withoutcrossingthethreshold
of his palace. Cananyone be surprised that Bonaparte should, under such
circumstances,direct
his marl Serruriertoinsult
him ?
Whatever may be the Emperor’s faults, he has the feelings
of a soldier. I t becomes him, therefore, to tell us, ‘If you
mean war fight fairly, if you mean peace seek it frankly,
but out upon this half-faced fellowship.’
“ I beg pardon, my dear sir, for making any remarks
onthisinconceivablydebasingact.
If Iwerenotpersuadedthat, by a speedyseparation of theStates,the
loathsomeburden
of ignominy will becastfrom
OUT
shoulders, I should be deeplymortified ; asit is, I am
rather amused by the mixture of-fill the blank with anythirrg but wisdom and truth.”
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CHAPTER XLIX.
Letter to L. B. Sturges. Conclusions drawn from Lord Castlcreagh's correspondence. Suggestscallingaconventionto
consult on the state
of the nation. T h e coast blockaded. America hasno ships. Enropean peace. Morris pronounces an oration to celebrate the restorr
tion of the Bourbons. Commissioners at Ghent. British treaty. The
finances. Letter to Rufus King on the negotiations with Great Britain. Alarming prospect of increased taxation. Letter to Timothy
Pickering.

T

HE diary contains n o mention of any overtures made,

to Morris relative to the mission to St. Petersburg;
but, referring to the subject in a letter to Mr. L. B. Stursays :
ges, dated at Morrisania, January 17th~ he
'' To the question, 'Wouldyou have gone on themission
to St. Petersburg ? 'I reply, it must have depended on the
ides that I could renderthereessential
service to my
country. Butthe administrationcouldnoteasilyhave
convinced me of this, or, indeed, of anything involving a
faithintheircandor.Forthe
rest, I donot
believe
(though it is difficult to know one's self) that I am a halfway character,andtrust
I shall always be true to my
friends,
"The President has, I see, grumblinglyaccepted the
offer of directnegotiationatGattenburg.
I t . is lucky.
Lord Castlereagh did not happen to mention Pekin. The
acceptance, however, such as it is, seems to me an abandopment of the ground on whichhe waged their hopeful war, I conjecture, from Mr. Monroe's epistle, there is
a split in the party-some willing, others unwilling to
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treat. Might
it not, in their
case, be well SO to laugh at
and torment them as that some doughty championof Irish
deserters (my friend Wright, for instance) should be stimulated to propose a resolution that, ‘ In the opinion of the
House of Representatives, it is inconsistent with national
honor to abandon our naturalized citizens ; wherefore no
treatyforpeace
or truceought to be held with Great
Britain unless she acknowledges, as a$reZimiaary) that the
naturalized citizens are entitled to the same respect and
of theUnited
protection as thenatural-borncitizens
States.’ Any such proposition must be adopted, rejected,
or indefinitely postponed, or put to rest by the previous
question. In the first case we know o u r cue,andinthe
other the gentlemen Jacobinswill become a house divided
against itself. Excuse the suggestion. I will not have the
additional temerity of dilating on it.”
’ The conclusions which MorrishaddrawnfromLord
Castlereagh’s correspondence were confirmed by a letter
which he received in January from Rufus King, at Washington.
In
answering
this
Ietter
(January
31st) he
said :
‘‘ Your favor of the 26th confirms my opinion respecting
theconductwhichBritainwillpursue.
I havesaid,on
that subject, more than
a year ago) that if her rninidters
act otherwise they deserve tobe hanged here and damne‘d
hereafter. I will now tell you that I consideredthe flag
with Lord Castlereagh’s letter as full proof of what your
letter contains. It speaks the. language of the Lord to the
ocean, ‘So far shalt thou go, and n o farther.’
“Your sentiments of our rulers are just. I ask a serious
question : What chance is there
of ‘better rulers if the
Union ‘be preserved ? When you have turned that
well
is
over in your mind, consider the other: What chance
there that better rulers coulddo better and nor forfeit the-

es.
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support of the many-headed monster whose barkings annoy us from the head of Kennebeck to the mouth of the
Mississippi.”
That the General Government would exert themselves
to frustrate the project of inland navigation in New York
Morrisseemed convinced, tojudgefromthefollowing
letter to his nephew, David B. Ogden, February rrth, referring to the attemptsmade at Albany to repeal thatpart
of the lawwhich enabled the commissioners to make a
loan. “ In my opinion,” he wrote, “ it is merely an attack
upontheoutwork,bythose
whomean to preventthe
making of a canal. It is the result of an intrigue by the
General Government to keep New York down. Moreover,
they apprehend that the friends of the canal will eventualIy acquire too much weight among the Western people,
and there is still a latent wish to bring about a separation
of our State. While the war lasts we can’t borrow money
in Europe, andif it lasts much longer there will be no borrowing either at home or abroad, for we shall have neither
credit nor means. The question to be settled between the
Northern and Southern States, reduced to its simple
elements, is merely this : Shall the citizens of New York be
the slaves or masters of Virginia? To develop this idea
is notneedfuljust
now. Those motives which prompt
statesmen are not sufficiently strong to actuate the general mass. Yourfriendswereenoughtheir
own friends
to be stanch ; we should take that lead which, as it is,
we must follow. But theend we shallarriveat
is the
same in gross, though the fruit posterity will gather may
be so .sweet as if their fathers had the courage to
plant good
6‘. I say, the end we shall reach is the same.
New Engt
land will, I presume, meet in convention and cast off the
shackles of our National Government. If so, and if they

,.
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am not idiots, the first step will be to take possession of
our city. I ask, then, will the inhabitants fight to support
the Congress and their embargo against free trade,
New
I believe
not.
I f they
England,
and
old
England?
should, they will do a great favor to
New England; for
the sale of confiscated houses, ships, and stores will defray the expense of a campaign. New York in possession
of the patriots, will those who dwell east of the Hudson
River fight for Virginia 7 I doubt it ; but of this I a m
su&, that the battle could not
be long. If five thousand
men from Connecticut march into New York by the middle of June, the Fourth
of July will be celebrated east
of the Hudson without one solitary toast to the Union.
All this must strike the mind
of any man who thinks on
in the most cursory
the subject for afewminutes,and
manner.Itonlyremains,therefore,toinquirewhat
will
of theHudson ; for,turnthe
those do wholivewest
matter as you please, you must come at last to this simple question,Whereshalltheboundary
be ? Shall ,it
beontheHudson,theDelaware,theSusquehanna,
Or
the Potomas:? I doubt the last, and am certain it
canrrbt
be the first. Mr. Madison'sadherents may pledge life,
fortune, and what by the prostitution of language they call
their sacred honor, at factious meetings and savage
festivals, bat, if ever this pledge be redeemed
in this State,
youmayhave my skin to cover a drum. British trosps
coming in on one side, and Yankee troops an the other;
let but the Indian yell his war-whoop, and his excellency,
our excellentgovernor, will notcollect a regiment 'to
cover the retreat.Shall,then,the
boundary be on k x
near the Delaware or the Susquehanna? It is not yet the
time OT place to discuss that matter.
What I have said is
sufficieit to show thatour cotlrse is not left to our choil~;
Under these circumstances, and putting on.onesi& ikbee
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consideratians of duty, patriotism, and honor which will
direct good men under every circumstance, what will prudence dictate ? I conceivethatprudence wili pointout
the propriety of sending delegates to the Congress that
we mayhavesomevoice
in thebusiness, nndnot
be
bought and sold like silly sheep.
But it will be mid : We
will do this with all our hearts, ifwe could take with 11s a
majority of both Houses. And, pray, what would that
r
n
*
jority do which you cannot do, saving an appropriation to
pay the delegates ? A political organization of some sort
or other must, in the nature of things, be formed, so as to
express a general will. And when matterscometothe
issue of force, superiorforceand
skillmust, under the
Divine direction, prevail. But I hear some of the brethren
exclaim, ‘ 0 Lord ! 0 Lord ! why, this is civil war ! ’ Unquestionably it is civil war. And what of it ? Kind S O I I ~ S ,
could you, by weeping and wailing and the gnashing
of
your teeth, prevent civil war it might be safe, if not wise,
to weep and wail. But Eastern patriots will not ask your
permission to defend their rights, and, however much you
maybedisposed
to cushionyourselves
in youreasy
chairs, theprick of the Yankee bayonet
will make you
skiplikesquirrels.That,you
say, maybe,but,
having
no agency, we shall not be exposed to the wrath of government, and map, i n every supposable event, plead
011r
neutrality.Truly,gentlemen,
a most excellent pies. It
has, however,thedefect
of exposing you to ruin, k t
which side w i l l prevail. I believe,with Butler,that ‘ h e
that CompJies against his will is of the same opinion Still.’
I t is not, therefore, in the hope to convert such prudent
so muchpaper.Forty
men that I havescribbledover
years. ago I was acquainted with their predecessors, who
have long since been reduced to beggary. This event
I
regret, and wouldhaveprevented
if 1 could,, but it ifi
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easier to' foresee. and foretell than to direct
'orcontrol
events."
v e r y sceptical that peace would grow out of the a t tenburg mission, and not having any faith in the etficacy
of those mystic words which
some gentlemen seem much
to rely on, ' Saving to the parties their respective rights,
etc."' Morris declared, in a letter to Mr. Sturges, February 12th, that if he were a British minister he never would
admittheminto
the treaty. "The way to peace is open
and clear. 'Let the right of search and impressment be
acknowledged as maxims of public law, and leave them
to say how theexercise of thelatterrightshallbe
restricted between two nations speaking the same language.
I am morally certain that the stipulations they propose,
as reciprocal, will be safe and satisfactory to
us and the
universe.
" I havenotbeen
surprisedatthefall
of Bonaparte.
In the Senate, speaking on Ross's motions,* I hailed Bonaparte as first of the Gallic Czsars, and said, ' The moment he fails he falls.' I stood alone in the opinion that
the patriots of Spain and Portugal would succeed. I have
repeatedly told my friends the world would be surprised
t o find the destruction of French power more rapid than
t h e acquisition. I fixed on the 20th of October for Bonaparte to retreat from Moscow, as the commencement of
his ruin. He got the start
of me two days.
I had no difficulty in predicting not only the result of this campaign,.
but the manner in whichit would be effected. At the
it was ably,
same time, I d o Napoleon the justice to say
conducted on his part, both as a statesman and a soldier.
By taking post early and in force on the Elbe, he was na
'

*Allusion is here made l o the resolutions of the federalists, presented by
James Ross to the Senate in 1803, on the question of tbe rights of the- Unite&
States to the free navigation of the Mississippi River, and OP the aggressive
conduct of Spain.
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further back in November than he would otherwise have
been i n June. He had,moreover, the chance of victory,
and his efforts to obtain it were skilful and frequent. H e
doubtless saw the course which Austria would pursue, and
I
which my poor friend Moreau could not believe when
urged it, in conversation with him and Mr. Parish shortly
force near Bohebefore he sailed for Europe. To be in
mia was the only means in Napoleon’s power to keep his
father-in-law quiet, and would have been effectual had the
thing been practicable. True it
is that, by fighting so far
from home, he risked more complete ruin. But even now,
notwithstanding hisdiscomfiture, he will, I believe, be
saved ; not, indeed, by his own force, but by the interest of
his enemies, or the greater part of them, in his preservation. This interest he understands as well as they do, and
therefore his game seemed more desperate than it was in
reality. I will notrepeatherewhat
I saidsometime
since in a letter to my friend Mr. King, because I dislike
repetition. Neither have I dwelt on my former opinions
to gain credit as a prophet, but to show my reliance on the
Almighty.”
Morris spoke of himself this winter, in a letter to Mr.
Oliver, of Baltimore, as somewhat of a nurse,* “ and, what
is worse, not infrequently in a condition to be nursed ; but
neither my maladies nor my occupations have made me
abandonmy friends. I shallnot, however, be surprised
that they abandon me, in the persuasion that I am good
for nothing. I never, in my best days, could do the good
I wished, because I nevercould h a k e myanticipations
clear to my own mind, so evident to others as to obtain
their full belief,‘much less their firm reliance. There are
* M o m s referred to the attentionsexacted by his son Gouverneur, whs
w s bora. at Morrtsania, February g, 1813, and was consequently just a year
old at this time.

Vot. 11.-36
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two instances of this in your knowledge : my conviction
that Spain would be liberated from the yoke
of France,
andthatourcautionnot.todesignate
Mr. Clintonby
name would do more harm than good in Pennsylvania.”
In thespring of 1814 Morrisopenedtohisnephew,
Mr. David B. Ogden, an idea of which he was strongly in
favor-that of calling together a convention of delegates
from the counties of New York, to consult on the state of
the nation. H e recommended that Ogden should get the
“ear of a committee of the whole House, and then draw,
in its own hideousness; a picture of our administration;
show their folly, their falsehood, their tyranny ; show the
fatalconsequenceswhichmust
follow fromtheir con.
duct; show the impossibility that we should be otherwise
than oppressed while they have the power and the
will
to oppress ; show that the power will be perpetuated by
; show thatthis will
negrovotesandLouisianaStates
result from what they conceive to be their interest. Their
hostility is demonstratedbycontinuing
a warwithout
colorable pretext or attainable object, because it exposes
our seaboard to plunder, and this State
in particular to
general devastation. Display the power
of Great Britain,
rendering to her that justice which those who celebrate
the success of the Allies have timidlywithheld.
Dare to
hold her up, as she deserves, to general admiration as the
oppressor’ssword, as the^
shield of mankindagainstthe
nourishing nurse of nations, as pouring out her treasure
and her blood for their independence. Then hang
up our
masters on the horns of this dilemma : If they were ignorant of the British power while she was beating her enemy, both by land and by sea, at every point of contact,
they are too stupid to manage the concernsof a countinghouse, muchless to control the destinies
of EI nation. If
theyknewit,thenhavetheywickedlybetrayedtheir
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with ruin ; then have they incurred public loss to pocket
private @R
They have done so corruptly, for it is not
conceivablethat men should,bydeclaringwaragainst
the most powerful nation on earth, without just cause or
plausible excuse, expose their country to the certain waste
of blood andtreasure,thecertain
loss of commercial
wealth, the certain injury of landed property, the certain
defeat of every expectation which cunning could excite
o r follycherish,theprobable
loss of territory,andthe
imminentdanger of dismemberment-it
isnot conceivable that men should make such outrageous
sacrifice of
moral duty and honorable sentiment, without some secret
reliance, some hidden reason, some private
reward. Having made the proper impressions, get up a strong report,
and let it close with recommending to the people (not the
friends of peace alone) a choice of delegates in the seva State convention, modestlydeclaring
eralcountiesto
that, although it might have been more expedient to a p
point delegates now to meet those of other States, yet, as
the authority was not expressly conferred, you conceive it
more respectful to submit the whole matter to the people,etc.Fix,nevertheless,thetimeand
place for the
convention to meet, and be sure that the day be not distant, because, if near, all will choose lest they should lose
their voice ; but, if distant, intriguewill work o n the weak,
the timid,theprejudiced,theinterested,andperhaps
defeat your object.”
In April nearly the entire coast was blockaded. There
was scarcely a n American frigate on the sea. “Where, in
God‘s name,” wrote Morris to Rufus King, in a burst of
emotion, is allthistoend
? Men withouttalents, administering the powersof a conventional government over
communities which boast of freedom, exercise o tyranny

564

DIARY AND LETTERS OF

[CHAP.

XLIX.

which opould drive the slaves of Asia to despair, and no
man is hirdy enough to raise a
finger. Am I, awake, or
do I dream ? Is this the people that resisted a mere claim
of arbitrary power? It seems to me I was once a member
of Congress during a revolutionary war ; but is it certain
there was such a thing as Congress ? Was there a revolutionary w a r ? I f I venture to groan aloud, I am told to be
patient-towait.Andwhat
are we to wait f o r ? Must
we wait till the claws of a human tiger tear u s to pieces to
look for a heart ? Weoncehadhearts-hearts
that beat
highwiththe
love of liberty.But
’tisover.
Adieu! I
will not plague my friends with the expression ofmy anguish. God bless you !”
“With you, and other good men who have a large stake
in the public concern, I hope the clouds which hang over
u s may soon be dispelled,” Morris wrote in April to RandolphHarrisonatClifton,
Va. “ Perhaps,”hecontinued, “ t h e repeal of the Embargo may quiet the resentment of theEasternStates,andenablethefriends
of
union to prevent an explosion for the present
; but the
of
extent of this vast domainandthegreatdifference
moral condition by which the inhabitants of different portions are distinguished seem to determine that, if united,
we must-which God forbid-have one stern master who
will view a11 his slaves with an equal eye, or, alternately
as thevacillation of opinion
oppressingandoppressed,
may deposit power, be wrought up by degrees to such a
rancorous enmity that separation, the result
of wrath, shall
be accompanied with the fiercest ferocity of civil war.
“Among the many objections to the war in which we
are now engaged, and which cannot by possibiZify produce
anything but expense and disgrace, it
is not a small one
lanthat we contendwithanationspeakingthesame
guage, having the same religion, the same manners, and
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nearlythesame
laws. It is, therefore,like a civil war,
and if the horrible project of murdering our prisoners because the enemy executes her traitorous subjects in our
service be carried into effect, we shall soon be divested of
everything which can check the savage temper of barbarous nations. If, in the midst of this, and partly because
of this, the Union be broken,
we of this State, whatever
may be the bias qf personal wishes, pressed by the double
weight of New and Old England, must become a member
of the Northern nation, and, of course, join in a measure
which nothing short of Omnipotence could, under such
circumstances, prevent. The idea of negroes, raging with
lust and vengeance, gratifying their brutal appetites with
rapeandmurder,
makes me shudderas I write. I quit
God granttoourrulers
a little
thishorriblesubject.
common-sense.’’
On Thursday, the 16th of June, the diary mentioned a
large party at Mr. Gracie’s, where a plan was made for a
federal celebration of the European peace settled ; and on
the 20th of June Morris says : ‘(Mr. Colesand General
Clarkson come to ask that I will pronounce an oration at
a meeting to celebrate the
t-estoration of the Bourbons.
Promise.”
‘ ( G o ,between eleven and twelve [June zgth], to a church
where, after a prayer fromDr. Mason, I pronouncean
oration of triumph to celebrate the downfall of Bonaparte
and the restoration of the Bourbons, with the consequent
peace toEurope.This
oration,tolerablywellwritten,
was, in part, well delivered. The audience
were Well satisfied.Dinewithsome
of them afterwards at the
Washington Hall ; a number of tolerable toasts ; Mr. King &
the chair.”
**Itgives me great pleasure to learn
that our friends
approve of my oration,” Morris wrote to Mr. Oliver, July
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18th, “ b u t I have notthefactsneedfultoansweryour
requestfor my opiniononthepresentstate
of things.
YOU say that our rulers are very anxious for peace, and
Englandshouldcontinuethe
war. 1 agree with you as
to thelatterpoint,andhavenodoubtthatourrulers
would wish to get out of the dangerous and despicable
condition to whichtheyhavebroughtthemselvesand
their country. Perhaps they
will purchase peace by surrendering the right to fish on the banksof Newfoundland,
andbycedingtheNorthernandWesternpart
of this
State. You say that, rather than continue to be governed
by such men, you would submit t o a change of government.
Notknowingwhatchangeyoucontemplate,
I cannot
agree or disagree. I am not prepared to become the sub-’
ject of a monarchy, for reasons too tedious to mention.
The present form was good, but has
been so much perverted that it can hardly
be restored to what it was. If,
therefore, you and other good citizens mean that posterity
should inherit freedom, you must persuade yourselves not
merely to permit, but to effect a change.
“ Mr. Coleman is, I see, determined that we shall have
peace. Our merchants, too, ‘I am told, are well assured of
peace. To oppose a peaceful world by the single voice o f
a gouty, one-legged old man would be too audacious,
I
shall therefore let my little cock-boat float along with the
fleet. I f we all arrive in the haven
of honorable peace I
will sing, ‘Oh, be joyful,’ as loudly as the best ; but if we
do not, I shallbeneithersurprisednordisappointed.
Nay, if a continuance of the war would mend our political
condition, I would then say, with old Simeon, ‘Lord, now
lettestthouthyservantdepart
in peace.’ My humble
and perfect reIiance on God leads me to the belief, and, I
may sap, conviction, that this impious war will not only
destroy the vain hopes and expectations which led to the
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declaration of it, but, severely scourging the authors and
abettors, rescue the nation from the despotism of democracy. Whether this will be effected by severing our political union o r remoulding our political organization is
what I cannot discover. The former s e e m more probable
a m I going? I meant to
thanthelatter.Butwhither
confine my letter to the first few paragraphs.”
I t was notuntilAugust,andaftertheUnitedStates
CommissionerstothePeaceConventionatGhenthad
beenwaitinglongandimpatiently,thatGreatBritain
sent comn~issio~~ers to treat withthem. By October the
substance of the negotiations had reached Morris through
the Honorable William Wells, and on the 17th h e gave
Mr. Wells his views on the message as follows :
L‘I am to acknowledge, and am much obliged by, your
communication of the late message respecting the negomen of both
tiations of Ghent, I find thatmanygood
partiesareexceedinglywroth
on this occasion. I have
not heard your sentiments, but can say, in the words of
Mr. Addison, ‘Marcus, I know thy generous temper well.
Throw but the appearance of dishonor on it, it straightway takes fire and mounts into a blaze.’ I fear there has
blazing onthis occasion. Our
been a littletoomuch
friends should always bear it in
mind that they have to
deal with a crafty administration which will, if possible,
bring them to committhemselves by rash declarations.
“ASto the first point, slightly mentioned by the British
commissioners, a clear,explicitacknowledgment
of the
right they contend for ought to be made; and the article
.being, of course, reciprocal, let them contrive such modifi-cation of the exercise as will suit them when we are at
war and they neuter.
As to their sine p a ?ion,* it Seems
i t The sinc p a
Indian*

in the British propositions was the independence ofthe

,
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to‘me that, if their wilderness be included as well as ours,
the article cannot affect our honor. Will it affect
our interest ? Certainly not, for half a century ; and long, very
long before thattime,thequestion
will bemerged
in
others which must rise out of the ever varying state of
human affairs. The Britishministershave,itseems,discovered, in the commencement of the nineteenth century,
beings, and
that our copper-colored brothers are human
as such embraced by the provisions of public law. Take
care, my good friend, that they do not make a similar discovery respecting our ebony-colored .brethren.
I wish they hadbeenasked
how fartheyexpected
their jurisdiction to extend over the fishing ground, and
especially whether it includes the Great Bank. The privilege of taking fish o n their coast and drying it on their
shores is, I believe, of littlemoment to us. It wouldbe
wise to stipulate that neither party should
have ships of
war on the lakes nor forts on their shores. Both are an
idle and useless expense. If they had there forty ships of
the line and a dozen Gibraltars, we could with great ease
take Canada
“As to the alteration
of boundary, in which, without
meaning it, they are to gain an extent of territory, I think
a cession of the triangle between the head of Lake Superior, the head of the Mississippi, andtheLake
of the
Bat their claim to navigate the
Woods can do no harm.
Mississippi, on which they do not possess a foot of land,
should be resisted, and admitted only on condition that
they permit us to navigate the St. Lawrence ; not that I
would give much for this privilege, but urge it as a matter
of reciprocity, so as to put them in the wrong
if they refuse. Lastly, it would, I think, be wise to give them the
northeast corner of Maine, if they will give Massachusetts
an equivalenton the sea-coast. I t seems to me that our
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commissioners had bettersay nothing about the two points
theyhavestarted.Letquestions
of blockade be settled
by the great powers. Those which regard compensation
for damages are already settled by the war. It cannot be
expected that either party will pay money to obtain peace.
‘‘ We are on stilts asto the British arrogance and audacity in proposingterms towhich we cannotlistenwitho u t disgrace. TheIndians,it is said, belongto us. The
pope, you know, once divided the world, without suspecting it to be round, between their Faithful and Catholic
Majesties, granting the East to one and the West to another. The Spanish and Portuguese
met and quarrelled,
and the King of France, being interrogated as to his notions, asked for a copy of Adam’s will. TheIndians,it
seems, belongto us, because Great Britain ceded to us
the land on which they live ; but whether her right was
derived from Adam or St. Peter does not appear. At any
rate, the Indians passed with the soil, and we acquired an
incontestable right to hunt them like deer and take what
was their country and what, according to the principles of
public law, is still their country, if they be, as they pretend, human creatures.”
The condition of the finances Morris considered at this
moment ‘(remediable ; ” “ but they will,” he wrote Mr.
Rufus King, October r&h, “soon be desperate. I n reply
to your question, (What is to be done ? ’ I answer, decidedly and without the slightest hesitation, refuse- su&%cs of
every sori. ShouldtheGrandSeignior
ask for men and
money to invade Persia, you would tell him we want both
to defend ourselves. Tell Mr. Madison thesamething,
and let him show what interest we have in the conquestof
Persia or Canada. There is, thankGad, goodsense in
Massachusetts. Should the rest of New England join her,
1 shall have hopes for my country.
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c L In answer to your questions,
I feel myself bound in
duty and honor to declare that anything like a pledge by
federalists to carry on this wicked war strikes a dagger to
myheart.Whoevershall
utter a word of’that sort will
repent it. The passions of honest men are played on by
contrivers
who
laugh attheir
credulity.
How
often,
i n thename
of God, howoften, will youagreeto
be
cheated? What are you to gain by giving Mr. Madison
men and money? Has he not told you distinctly that he
will not defend you ? How are you to defend yourselves,
when you have parted with the means
? If you go on at
thepresentrate
you will, in six monttls, be incapable
of exertion ; foryouwagewar
at an expense which no
is
nationcanbear.Patriotism
is onething,butfood
another,andthoughpatriotism
may turnout
soldiers
it cannotbuy bread. As toanyprotestationsyoumay
make, after giving men and money, they are mere words;
and, put them in whatever form you may, they will make
nomoreimpressionthanmerewind.
If youwithhold
supplies, your opponents willcall you enemies of your
of t h a t ? These, also, are merewords
country. And what
if you please, buttheybreak
no bones.
-hardwords,
Withhold supplies and they hate, but grant supplies and
they despise you.”
“ I have never believed that the enemy intended to attackNew York. If heshould,he will, I think, carry it,
and, covering his flanks with his ships, the fortifications
you have raised
and which he may avoid will serve him
much better than they can serve you. B u t cui born? what
will they gain by i t ? O r cuidamno.1 what will we lose by
it ? The expedition, unless connected with a strong party
in theEasternStates,would
be, if successful, useless, if
unsuccessful, pernicious to them;
in allevents, of little
consequence to us, and therefore a piece of folly on their
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part. I have
always
supposed
thattheirmain
effort
wouldbeintheChesapeake,andnotseriously
commenced until the sickly season is over,
The conquest of
Louisiana, which will doubtless form a part of their plan,
cannot require SO great a force as that under Lord Hill.
Moreover, a n invasion of Virginia will operate effectually
on the fate of Louisiana. Anarmy of twentythousand
men landed at Annapolis will march without serious impediment to the Point of Florida, and oblige the country
to maintain them.”
Againwritingto
Rufus King(November 1st) Morris
spiritedly expressed his opinionof the negotiation entered
into with Great Britain and the unnecessary
hostility it
had excited :
(‘The ’ Britishcommissionershavementionedvery
slightly the alleged ground of quarrel as one which would
probably make a point in the negotiation. I t may be disposed of in two ways. The first and most eligible, in my
opinion, is to make, on our part, a frank acknowledgment
of the contested right, and then ask of them to insert such
modifications in the exercise of i t as the sameness of language and similarity of manners require when one of the
parties may be at war and the other at peace. The second
way to dispose of it, and that which the British commissioners may prefer, i s to say nothing about it. This will,
in effect, be a full acknowledgment on our part, and spare
them the delicate task
of arranging reciprocal modificahytions of the exercise to suit John Bull in the double
pothesis of belligerentandneuter.Thepublication
of
these instructions places the ball at the footof our enemy,
who rvill, of Course, kick it in the manner most agreeable
to him. I was surprised at the fire and fuss made about
this negotiation when it was first published. Next to the
follyof our rulersis the madnessof our friends, who rashly
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piedge .themselves to fight for sailors’ rights on the frontiers of Canada because, forsooth, Britain will not, abanof
doning her allies, sign, sed, and deliver a declaration
her own perfidy. Pray make my respectfulcompliments
to your namesake in the House of Representatives, whose
speech I havereadwithsingularsatisfaction.Thepretext that, if we do not grant supplies,
we shall be conquered and colonized, is so futile that I wonder to hear it
frommen of sense, This nation is not to beconquered
by twenty or thirty thousand soldiers ; neither would our
independence be at all endangered though a more
powerfularmyshouldmarch
from MainetoGeorgia,and
from Georgia to Maine.
The people
“Your scheme of finance will not answer.
are unable to p y such heavy taxes in real money, and the
general interest to depreciate your paper will take effect,
notwithstanding the struggles of moneyed men. The project of putting a world on an elephant’s back, to stand on
a tortoise, and he on nothing, will have the success to be
expected from so rational a device : immediate peace or
the destruction of moneycapital.
Take your choice. As
to Mr. Monroe’s sixty thousand conscriptive men in Kendal green, and with his forty thousand in buckram, they
are worthy of Mr. Dallas’sbank-stock.Yoyr-enemy will
not be deceived by such a paper machinery of force and
finance, but pursue his plans of hostility with a confidence
of ultimate success. An union of the commercial States,
to take care of themselves-leaving
the war, its expense,
aud itsdebttothosechoicespirits
so ready to declare
on-seems to be now the only
and so eager to carry it
rational course.
To theHonorableTimothyPickering,Morriswrate
(November 1st) of the alarmingprospect of increased
taxation : “ I see now that we are to be taxed beyond our
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means andsubjectedtomilitaryconscription.Those
measures are devised and pursued by the gentle spirits
who, for more than twenty years, have lavished on Britain thebitterestvulgarity
of Billingsgatebecauseshe
inlpressed her seamen for self-defence, and haveshed a
torrent of crocodile tears over the poor
of that country,
crushed, as they pretend, by oppressive taxes to gratify
royalambition.Nevertheless,thiswaste
of men and
money, neither of which can be squeezed out of our attenof Canada.
uatedStates,isproposed
fortheconquest
And thus, after swearing and forswearing, backward and
forward,aboutfreetradeand
sailors’rights,till
their
fondest adherents had grown giddy, and after publishing
theirwillingnesstoabandoneveryformerpretext,the
administration boldly avow that, although we are so simple as to call this a war of defence, it is still, on their part,
a war of conquest.”
A request from Mr. Pickering for some history of Morris’s personal labors in the convention which formed the
Constitutionelicitedthefollowingletter,referringhis
questioner to “some gentlemen
who, I wastold,passed
their evenings in transcribing speeches
from short-hand
minutes of the day ; they can speak positively in matters
of which I have little recollection. AI1 which I cannow
do is to ask myself what I should do were the question
what I should now
started anew; for, inallprobability,
do i s what I then did, my sentiments and opinions having
undergone no essential change in forty years.
‘I Propositions to countenance the
issue of paper money,
and the consequent violation of contracts, must have met
with all the opposition I could make. But, m y dear sir,
whatcan
a history of theConstitutionavailtowards
interprzting its provisions? This must be done by comgeneral
paring the plain import of the words with the
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tenor and object of the instrument. That instrument was
writtenbythefingerswhichwritethisletter.Having
rejected redundant and equivocal terms, I believed
it to
be as clearasourlanguagewouldpermit
; excepting,
nevertheless, a part of what relates to the judiciary. On
thatsubject,conflictingopinionshad
beenmaintained
with so much professional astuteness that it became necessary to select phrases which, expressing my own notions,
would not alarm others nor shock their
self-love ; and, to
the best of my recollection, this was the only part which
passed without cavil.
“But, after all, what does it signify that men should
have a written constitution containing unequivocal provisionsandlimitations ? The legislativelion will notbe
It will always
entangled in the meshes of alogicalnet.
make the power which it wishes to exercise, unless it be
so organized as tocontainwithin
itself the sufficient
check.Attemptstorestrainitfromoutrage
by other
of
means will only render it more outrageous. The idea
binding legislators by oaths is puerile. Having sworn to
exercise the powers granted, according to their true intent and meaning,they will, when they feel a desire to
go further, avoid the shame, if not the guilt, of perjury,
by swearing the true intent and meaning to be, according
to their comprehension, that which suits their purpose.
of treasury notes.
I t istoolatetoexaminethenature
Their race isrun.Yournewbank
is anew folly. Your
taxes will notsustainyoursystem.Papermoney
will
the
issue andplunge you stilldeeper indistress.All
schemeshithertoproposedare
inefficient. Do not ask
mewhy,for
I will notdiscuss a subjectwhich is no
longer of importance. When the North and the East cast
off the old form, if the new one they put on be good, they
z
shalt not suffer on the score of finance.
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“1 thinkituselessalsotodiscussthediscussions
of
your negotiqtion,whichhaskeptthequidnuncsgaping
for so many months.Indeed,’ it might seem invidious in
one who hasbeen a member of our diplomacy. There
is no lack of genius and invention in our ministers, They
may, however,be taught by experience that it is easier
to succeed in the
to write an epigrammatic epistle than
transaction of great business. I thought the enemy’s first
overtureshould havebeen
seized. I saw nothinginit
our
which touched our honor-nothingwhichimpaired
interest. I speak of his sine p a non, for all the restappearedto be a reciprocation of our own extravagance.
You, who have seen the
whole of our Cabinet’s instrucno intions,can say whether my conjecture,forIhave
formstion,isfounded.
I t seemed to me that our negotiators had, by reason of their distance from home, a good
gameinhand.
Had they made a treatycontaininga
reciprocalIndianarticle,declaringthat,thoughitexceeded their instructions, they agreed
to it subject to the
President’ssuperior wisdom, it would havegivenhim
three months’ chance of contingencies.
“ I carenothingnowaboutyouractingsand
doings.
Your decree of conscriptions and your tremendous levy of
contributions,whichhave
so horriblyfrightened US, are
alike indifferent to one whose eyes are fixed on a star in
the East which he believes to be the day-spring of freedom
and glory. The madmen and traitors assembled at Hartford will, I believe, if not too tame and timid, be hailed
of their day and generahereafter ns the patriots and sages
to inspire
tion. May the blessing of Godbeuponthem
their councils and prosper their resolutions. If the Hartbe
ford Coqvention determine that no more taxes shall
paid, that no more men shall be enlisted, that no part of
the new debt shall be paid by New England and her aS-

sociates, that New England soldiers shall no longer bear
arms againstoldEngland,andthatthe
Eastern States,
with their associates, are no longer at war ; you will have,
before the summer solstice, some solid ground to go upon
and force the people to see, fur by that time the hand of
Government will have forced them to
feel. In the mean
time, let us control our indignation at the stupid indifference which sometimes almost runs me mad.”
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CHAPTER L.
Scheme for a bank. Letter to Rufus King on thesubject. The Hnrtford
Convention. Letter to Moss Kent.Lamentsthe
existing troubles
and fears moremisery.Peaceproclaimed.
Suggests laws to protect
game. Letter to Senator Wells. Expresses his opinion of thepeace.
Napoleon’s escape from EIba Letter to a friend commenting on the
manifesto of the combined powers.

I

N January, 1815, the bank scheme, which had always,

in Morris’s opinion, been unsound, came to an end ;
in a letter to Rufus King : “The
bank bubble has burst ; on which, if the Union is to be recounvived, I heartily congratulate everyfriendtoour
try, for it would have hung a millstone round our necks,
and rendered a sound system of finance almost, if not altogether, impracticable. A thing of this sort is more pernicious in its immediate effects, and far more dangerous
in its remote consequence, than paper money of the old
stamp. Whether to congratulate or to condolewith YOU
on the failure of your conscription-scheme I knownot.
Had it passed, and attempts been made to execute it, the
people might have roused from
a lethargy boding death
rightsent6 our rights. If notresisted,manyprecious
joyed under the British Government, which their claim Of
supremacyhad
notjeopardized,wouldhavebeen
destroyed.
We shall, I SUppose, soonlearnwhattheHartford
Convention has done. As far as my information go%
they will not Gome up tothepoint
which would. have
or, as he expressed it
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insured success. An opinion generally expressed, though
not perhaps entertained, that the Union
must be preserved,
may, by enfeebling their decisions, lessen the motives for
adherence.Shouldtheycauseitto
be understood,not
only that no more men
or money shall be drawnfrom,
and, in case of separation, no part ofthewardebtbe
paidbyNew
England, but that the execution
of offices
is suspended, a n d that honorable
held under the Union
conditions of peace shall, if proposed on the part of Greet
Britain, be immediately accepted, this State
would, I believe, adhere by an almost unanimous vote.
“ I hadwrittenthusfar
when a pamphlet containing
of theconvention
was broughtto
me. They
theacts
have falIen short, not only of the ideas just expressed, but
of general expectation, and wiil be laughed at by many.
Neverthelessthebusiness
will, I ampersuaded, go all
the length they look
to. If Messrs.Madison & Co. close
withtheirproposition
(it will bedifiicnlt toadjustthe
; andshould
terms),aseparationwillbeacknowledged
thosetermsberejected,
it mustedsue.While
you sit
deliberating,theUnionwithersintheopinion
of those
who thinktheyarethinking
men. For my own part, Z
considered the Constitution as dead from the repeal of the
Judiciary, and the Union as dissolved when the National
Executive declared they could not. defend the States, and
wouldnot abandon their scheme of conquering Canada
A new order of things must arise, when the actual disorder shall be generally felt, A government without foxce,
withoutmoney,withouttalent,andgenerally
despised,
cannot stand If not overthrown, it must tumble
dowvn ;
and the convention have, out of pure malice, perhaps, left
il Eo the latter as being the more humiliating alternative.”
. The daiogs~of theHartford Copventlop Morris, in,,*
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k u e r to Moss Kent, January loth, characterized ‘ 8 as p w
dent ; and,” continued he, “your democratic acquaintance
will doubtless make themselves merry at the mildness of
Yankeemeasures.
Suchhumblelanguage
must have a
squeaking sound to ears that tingle with the full tone of
gentlemannowGovernor
of South Carolina.
You,
however, who are somewhat of a Yankee, will see in the
modest propositions from Hartford matter more serious
thantherattiing of words. Yankeeslike to makewhat
they call a fair bargain and will, I guess, easily take up
the notion of bargaining with the National Government,
no bargain of
which, according to my notion, can make
practical result which will not amount to a severance of
the Union.Moreover,inthedearth
of ready‘rhino,’
t h e administration cannot spare a part, especially the first
part, of New England‘s contribution ; whereas New EngIand, in adjusting the proportion,will probably guess that
If, on the other hand,
the whole is better than any part.
these modest propositions are rejected, I guess that New
England, finding her logic of no avaiI, will resort to the
reason of cannon law.
c‘It is very true, my good friend, that direct taxes
fdl
heavy on great land-holders. And it
is equally t r u e that
the land-tax, asoriginally imposed and now reimposed,
is a breach of faith, and, in the mildest view, an act of injustice. Nogovernmentcanrightfullyexactmorethan
a fairproportion of income. To go further,andtake
is nolongertaxation
; it is confiscation.
thecapital,
When the State sells uncultivated land they
receive t k t
which produces income in exchange for that
which pmducesnoincome,undertheengagement,generally
etpressed but always implied, that while it remains unproductive it shallremainuntaxed.Imagine
a person, and
&e
are many such, who invested the greater part of< a
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large money capital in the purchase of wild land, resew.
ing ZIS much in public stock as might enable his family to

,

live. Such person, the interest on his stock withheld and
unable to sell the principal,
is pressed for a tax on his
wild land. He cannot sell it, for no one is so foolish a to
purchase a tax. What, then, can he do ? You may determine, that, if he don’tpay, so much of his land shall be sold
as the tax amounts to. NOWmake that certain which, in
the course of things, musl become certain. Suppose it to
your operation,when anabeone-tenth.
Itresultsthat
lyzed, amounts to this : You sell a thousand acres for cash
to-day, and take back a hundred for nothin, to-morrow.
Why not play the whole game
of French rapacity? Why
not take the whole property, preluding,
as they did, by
an overture on the guillotine ?
I am of opinion,with thedemocraticmembers you
mention, that the Southern and Western States
will not
pay their portion of the direct tax. If, therefore, you wish
to redressgrievancesandpresent
a brightprospectto
holders of war stock, enact that States (at the next session
of Congress)shall be represented pro rata of payments
on account of their tax into the treasury, and shall vote
for the President on the same principle. This regulation,
in the spirit of the Constitution, will (if adopted) place
power where it ought to be, and (if rejected) explain our
political condition.
“When, in framing the Constitution, we restricted SO
closely the powerof government over our fellowcitizens of
the militia, it was not because we supposed there would
ever be a Congress so mad as to attempt tyrannizing over
the people or militia by the militia. The danger w e meant
was hazardingthenational
chiefly toprovideagainst
inefficient
safetyby a reliance on thatexpensiveand
force ; for those who, during the revolutionary storm,had
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confidential acquaintance with the conductof affairs, knew
well that torely on und,isciplined, ill-officered men, though
theywereindivjduallyasbrave
as Caesar, to resistthe ’
well directed impulse of veterans is to act in defiance of
reason and experience. We flatteredourselvesthatthe
of militia, combined
constitutional restriction on the use
with the just apprehension
of danger to libertyfrom a
standing army, would force those intrusted with the conduct of national affairs to make seasonable provision for a
naval force. We were not ignorant of the puerile notions
entertained by some on that subject, but we hoped, alas!
vainly hoped, that our councils would not be swayed by
chattering boys, oor become the sport of senseless declamation.”
A conviction of more trouble impending, and of a t least
a long period of time during which the
finances of the
countrymustbein
a deplorablecondition,greatly o p
pressedMorris,andthecondition
of thoseinVirginia
who had undertaken pecuniary engagements appeared to
“ My dear friend,” he wrote, Janhim most unfortunate.
uary 22d, to Randolph Harrison, of Clifton, Va., expressof
ing his anxiety, ‘‘ I fear we are only at the beginning
trouble. The misery we suffer may be traced to the imbecility and prodigious extravagance of military operations,
thedishonesty of. fiscal schemes,andthoseoppressive
follieswhichprecededthe
war. It is now full five and
twenty years since those who govern us predicted an a p
proachingbankruptcy of the Britishnation.
Their diplomacy has been calculated on this
idea, the absurdity
of which was evident to every man of correct information
andsoundmind.Markthe
result. England has borne
an extreme pressure of.war, with .Iittle intermission, from
per
that day to this ; yet her three per cent. and our six
cent. stock are selling nearly at the same price. €3- is
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riQliag, ours falls ; we have not taken her territory, we lose
our own; and if the measures which have already brought
as to the brink of ruin be pursued, our liberty and propWe, indeed,
erty will soon be buried in the same grave.
of the North and East, may save ourselves by a severance
of the Union. What I say is for you alone. I mean not
that even the slight obstacle of my opinion should be put
in the way of our rulers, but if we do not have peace soon
yourproduce, now worthlittle, will be worthnothing,
you have mill take wing and fly
and every solid dollar
away.”
The diary notes that Thursday, February
gth, is “ m y
son’s birthday, two years old. We have a dinner-party to
celebrate the festival.”
T h e news of peace arrived in town yesterday,” Mor‘ris chronicles,February12th
; and,writing a few days
later to his nephew David B. Ogden, then at Washington,
he says: *‘I congratulate you on the return of peace, in
oompliance with the fashion, and listening (for once) to
at sixtythe voice of self-interest,pardonable,perhaps,
three. The peace may prevent a separation of the States,
patchupourtatteredConstitution,andperpetuatethe
blessings of a Jacobin administration.
‘ I In a letter written to Mr. King yesterday is the following paragraph : ‘ Be not surprised at a proposal to relinquish the direct tax. It comports with Southern interest
and policy. Federal opposition will be a deadly weapon
in thehand of theiradversaries.Say
what you will of
; talk,
public faith, moral right, and constitutional policy
if you please, i n Latin, Greek, or Hebrew ; publish discourses in English,Syriac, orCopticcharacter,noone
will listen, no one will read-bat all will eagerly catch and
gzv$ediiyswallow the plain democratic proposition: ‘’ Gentkmcn, electors; is was with extreme reluctance, under the
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pWSsure of &re. necessity, that we laid a d i k c t tax, aad as
that pressure was removed we proposed to take it
c&, but those accursed federalists, who delight in oppressing the people,insistedonitscontinuance.”
This plain
proposition, I say, will be understood, felt, and acted upon
” a n y cause, matter, or thing to the contrary thereof
in
anywise nutwithstanding.’
We Americans are all good patriots ; we have a pat.
t a t for it. We are, moreover, good republicans ; we have
B patent for that also, and such as bear the sacred
sym.
bols of democracy have an exceeding great attachment to
the republic-for the word republic means, as everyone
knows,pubIicthings,namely,pubIic
office, publictrust,
and public treasure. But
only a part, even, of the purest
republicans, democrats of the very first proof, neat as imported, can finger public cash
in its wny from the pouch
of a contributor to the clutch of n contractor. The great
mass, therefore,even
of shoutingJacobins,
find little
chance of pocketing our square dollars, notwithstanding
the patriotic indulgenceof liberal rulers whose generosity,
for itsexercisein
their purses, spreads
findingnofood
its benigninfluenceoverthe
nation’swealth. In consequence, they prudently contrive to keep back as many as.
possible of their own cents from a collector’s grasp. Federalists, also, loudlythoughthey
cry,andhonestly,in
support of public credit, are well content to be let off for
the cry, while others bear the burden and
pay the cost.
Hence it happens that no candidate can wear to the polh
a finer featherthanthe
words NO TAXES handsomely
pinned to his hat.
l4 I do notrecommendanything,
I havenotthe presumption. I p r m i t myself, however, the liberty of guem
ing, ana, in consequtnce, I guess that thosewho mow and
mte b
o
r *hi repeal of direct taxes will etaad a Wkr c,bpaoe
MKPZI.-SS
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to ‘catchpopularitythantheiropponents.
I guessthat
the love of popularity, like the itch, is a disease to which
those are liable who frequent public assemblies. I guess,
therefore, it would be as impolite to scrutinize motives at
Washington as to look closely at a Highlander’s knuckles.
There can be no doubt that those worthy gentlemen who
conscientiouslyfurnishedpecuniarymeanstoprosecute
this righteous war would make a sad caterwauling at the
prospect of losing ten ora dozen millions, the fruitof their
‘honest industry. But
I guess that the worthy gentlemen
are about to be out of favor and out of fashion at headby ugly words,
quarters.They
will, I fear,beannoyed
such as usury and extortion, which bear a sound particularly unpleasant to gentlemen of delicate ears. And, God
forgive me, I guess that the pleasure felt by those vulgar
creatures, thefarmersand
mechanics, at being relieved
fromoppressivetaxation,wouldbeheightened
by the
disappointment of those
whose
wisdom
planned
and
whosemodestyproposed
the ways andmeans bywhich
to drive in splendid coaches over the necks of those vulgar creatures.”
I n an interesting letter toDe Witt Clinton, Morris stated
his ideas on the propriety of making laws to protect fish
and game ; such laws, he thought, would .aid vagabonds to
earn an honest living, and thereby enrich the State. “Relying,” he continues, “ on long experience and mature reflection, I hesitate not to assert that plenty, power, numbers, wealth, and felicity will ever be i n proportion to the
by agrarian laws the fabsecurity of property.Unless
ric of society be demolished, some individuals will become
rich. These, if precludedfromenjoyingtheir
wealth at
home, will go abroad, or employ it in accumulating more;
whereas, if o u r institutions be such as reasonsbIy to encourage objects of taste and magnificence, not only our
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wealthy citizens who are fond of expense will be kept at
home, but wealthy foreigners may be induced, by the general freedom and ease of our manners, to come and reside
fromaccumulations of
among US. Many,also,diverted
property dangerous to liberty, will en~ploythose without
whose labor works of tasteandmagnificencecannot
be
executed. It shall readily be admitted that forty thousand
dollars spent in the course of ten years to build the wall
of a park will yield but low interest in venison and skins,
so that, if undertaken as a profitable speculation, the proprietor would be deceived ; he might find a better pecuniaryaccountinbuilding
fire-proofstores.But
would he
realize a greater profit from spending four thousand dollars a year inforeign luxuries? Would theimportation
of costlywine, furniture, andapparel,conducemore
to
his healthorwealth?
Would it
increase
the
public
wealth as much? Would the support of women in Flanders who spin fine flax and knit point laceadd as much to
our population and power as the support ofrxlen in Arnerica who build walls and quarry stones ? When war calls
for soldiers-but whither am I going? I sat down to say
a word about eels and, somehow o r other, that slippery
subject has led me to one so much more slippery that the
I pray you, the
sooner I quit it the better. Accept then,
assurance of that respect with which I have the honor to
be, etc.”
“Accept my thanks,”Morris
wrote, February 24th,
to Mr. William H. Wells, for your excellent speech beforetheSenate,
which, we
if
areto
believe Voltaire
when he says, The pleasure of reading verse is derived
from the sense
of difficultysurmounted,’ is equal to an
epic poem.. You stateatyouroutsetthe
obstacle, a n d .
a self-evident propafterwards establish your position that
osition cannotbedemonstrated
Contra $riMz$ia w a s -

e
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&m rn afdirpataduurn. T b e who deny axioms have
a great advantage over opponents who have the good nature to argue with them, for genius can seduce weak minds
by plausible sophisms ;but he who attempts to prove that
two and two make four imposes on
himself a n arduous
Your observations are so acute and profound that
many will find it difficult to follow you, but those who do
will be, if possible, more thoroughly convinced than they
were, from a mere enunciation of the proposition, that a
jug must not only exist but have something in it before it
can be emptied.
“The Constitution, I think, intended that certain offices
should be held at the President’spleasure.
I t is unquestionably an abuse to creafe a vacancy, in the recess of the
Senate, by turning a man out of office, and t h e n fill it as a
vacancy that has hppeacd. But, my dear sir, there isno
end to abuses. It is a vain attempt to tie up the arm of
government with paper
bands, for the purposes of governmentcannotbeansweredunlessit
havesufficierlt
strength to crush exterior obstacles. If, then,those who
administer it have not morality enough to confine themselves within the prescribed bounds, it will run to excess,
is no new
unless restrained by interior organization. This
discovery. Shortly after the Convention met there was a
serious discussion on the importance of arranging a national system of sufficient strength to operate in despite of
Stateopposition,and
yet notstrongenoughtobreak
I deliveredonthatoccasionthis
down Stateauthority,
short speech : Mr. President, if the rod of Aaron do not
swallow the rods of the magicians, the rods of the magicians will swallow the rod of Aaron.’
“You would ask, perhaps, how, under such impressions
I could be an advocate of the Federal Constitution.
To
this.1 amfswer, first, that I was w a n l y pressed by Hamil,
task.

*

&$.I

’

‘ , G O W V E ~ U R?aORRIS.

387

assist in writing the Federalist, which i declined;
secondly, thatnothinghumancanbeperfect;thirdly,
&at theobstaclestoa
less imperfectsystemwere
inwas
surmountable ; fourthly, that the old Confederation
was no reason, atthat
worse ; and,fifthly,thatthere
time, to suppose our public morals would be so soon and
so entirelycorrupted.
Mr. Mason, a delegate from Virginia,constantlyinveighingagainstaristocracy,labored
to introduce aristocratic provisions. S o n ~ eof them might
have been wholesome, but they would have been rejected
bgr public feeling in the form proposed ; and if modified
to render them acceptable, by detracting proportionately
from executive authority, which was his plan, we should
have risked less, indeed, from the flood of democracy, but
we shouldhave had a presidentunabletoperformthe
duties of his office. Surrounded by difficulties, we did
the best we could, leaving it with those who should come
after u s totakecounselfromexperience,andexercise
prudentlythepower
of amendment which we hadprovided. I see, with concern, that the old treaty of peace is
not renewed and confirmed in the Treaty of Ghent.”
Morris was not timid in expressing
his opinion of the
peace. “Mr. Madison,” he wrote, March 14th, to a friend
livinginNorthern
New York, “ h a d theimpudence to
call the peace, in a message to Congress, honorable.
NO
man needcon the pages of public law to be convinced
that when a nation, having assigned a specific claim as the
Cause for declaring war, concludes a treaty of peace which
contains neither a grant of the thing claimed nor a remvation of the question for future adjustment, it is eguivaleak to an express abandonment. Bqtlestthere
shod,
be, as in stupid minds there might be, a doubt on the subject, our rulershavepubliclyadvancedthe
propositiop
in.the broadest terms. Thus from their own Showing,.s~
&m to
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well as on the acknowledged principles of public lam and
the plain dictates of common-sense, they have surrendered
t o Englandeverycontestedpoint.Theyhavetherefore
of a warrashly detacitlyacknowledgedtheinjustice
clared,
prodigally
maintained,
weakly
conducted,
and
meanly concluded.
I say it has been meanly concluded, because I am
informed-indeed, I foresaw-that their endeavor, by publishing part of the pending negotiation, to excite a hostile
spiritherewhiletheyprofessed
a pacificdisposition at
Ghent filled theBritishministerswithindignation.In
consequence,their conlmi'ssioners, disdainingtoreason
withours,sternlydictatedtheterms
of a treaty.Every
attempt to obtain other conditions met the laconic reply
usually given t o a capitulating garrison, ' Inadmissible.'
Thus honorably was this peace obtained, a boon from the
benevolence of our enemy, like the honorable peace
dictated to France in the city of Paris.
"The attempt to keep a standing army of twenty thousandmenhasanawfulappearance.Doestheadministration contemplate violating, in the moment of ratifying,
the treaty, by refusing to restore land taken from the Indians?DoesitmeantoinvadetheSpanishterritory?
Does it intend to dragoon the Eastern States? Or does it
merely covet the means of corrupt influence at the next
election?Ignorant
of their views, I canonly say that
this attempt of our oppressors to squeeze the last penny
fromanimpoverishedpeoplemeritsseverecensure,
if
not punishment, unless some great public dangerimpends.
If, amid the indignant emotion roused by the misfortunes of my country, I could listen to the dictates of privateinterest,thepeacewouldbeagreeable,notmerely
because i t saves the State from ruin but because its conditions and consequences will enrich the country you in-
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habit. TheUnitedStates,havinglost(or
nearly so) the
fisheries, and trade of the East and West Indies;
being,
moreover, restricted now by the nature of things to a di‘rect commerce of export and consumption, much of the
mercantile capital saved from six years of maladministraemployment on
tion and threeyears of warmustseek
some other object. The direct tax
will be too unpopular
tobelongcontinued,even
wereit wise, moderate, and
just. Heavy duties
willfosterthetrafficwhich
has, it is
said, been carried on during the war between the opposite
by
shores of the St. Lawrence.Thepreferencegiven
Britain to articles brought from her own colonies will be
a premium to the produce of your country, when exported
fromMontreal.Thecourseandresult
of the war show
there is no reason to apprehend predatory incursions
or
a cession of territory.Being,moreover,cured
of the
desire for conquering Canada, there
is nocause to fear
the loss of the double market formerly
enjoyed, or that
large tracts of Canadian soil will be offered to American
settlers.”
Thursday, April 27th, the diary mentioned the news havthat “ h e
ing come of Napoleon’s escape from Elba, and
enteredParisthe 20th of March, at the headofeighty
thousand French troops, all that were sent to oppose him.
him.” And May 5ththeentry
in t h e
havingjoined
diarycontainsthe
news that “ i t appears all Europeis
leaguedtorestorethe
Bourbons. A manifesto of the
combinedpowersdeclaresBonaparte
an outlaw.” Cornmenting to a friend on this state of affairs, a little later,.
Morris says :
“Your alarm respecting Bonaparte is, I think, toogreat.,
Iap
Louis deserved,insomemeasure,whathappened.
prehended trouble and turmoil, though not so great a catastrophe ; for the man who lies downnaked among rattle-
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snakesmustexpecttobe
bitten. I t is, however, more
easy to discover faults than ro avoid them.
H e ought, if
he could, to have disbanded an army which, habituated to
plunder, was not susceptible of pacific temper. But could'
he ? Was he not, in some sort, a prisoner in their hands ?
The Allies shouldhaveconsideredthesituationbefore
they placed him in it. But they, I suppose, reasoned for
what they saw from what they felt. Alexander, who took
the lead, has still in his head some of that stuff called philosophywhich it was full of tenyearsago ; andall of
them seem to have taken far granted that a maxim, not
always correct in a state of peace, is applicable in a state
of war, viz., thatonenationoughtnottomeddlewith
the internal affairs of another. The Romans would have
has beenuttered of
laughedatthischildishness.There
late much idle jargon on subjects of this sort. Among the
as if unanswerable,
rest, it has been triumphantly asked,
'Would you make mar against principles.' To this I have
frequentlyhadoccasiontoreply,'Yes,andtodestroy
principlesinconsistentwiththepeaceandhappiness
of
mankind-destroy
those
mho
hold
them.'
Providence,
whose ways are inscrutable by man, has brought the Allies
now to a condition in whichtheymustactuptothis
opinion. Bonaparte will be quelled, and his associate conspiratorsbroughttocondignpunishment.
I am, moreover, disposed to believe that ere long
Jacobin doctrines
will be putdowneverywhere.Thefamily
of nations
must not be tormented by the vain and touchy waywardness of a presumptous member. Tho& who, like N a p
leon, deny the law, must, like Napoleon, be put out of &e
. .
ISW."
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CHAPTER LI.
The summer of 1815. The last year of Moms's life. He opposes the
heavy tariff. His sixty-fourth
birthday.
Letter
to Rufus King.
of directtaxation.Letter
to
The ratifiedConvention.Disapproves
Moss Kent.
Writes
of the exhausted commercial state of the
country. Elected President of the New York HistoricalSociety.
Letter to thefederalparty.
Dies atMorrisania.
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URIKG thesummer

of 1815 Mr. and Mrs. Morris,
wit11 theirson, made ajotrrneytoNorthern
New
'York, While there Morris mentioned in the diary the news
of Waterloo, but only asanannouncement
of ('Bonnparte's surrender of himself and his suite to the British
ship Bellerophon and of the British generosity."
By the
middle of Octoberthetravellers
were againat home.
There are not many more entries i n the diary of general
interest, and the work of the editor is almost finished.
of his
I t remainedfor Morris, duringthislastyear
eventful life, to state clearly, through the medium of his
pen, his opinions on the pIan of a national bank, and to
oppose, so far as was possible, the hearvy tariff which the
Government saw fit to layupon the people-already heavily taxed. Throughout his diary he rarely failed to mark
the first day of each new year with some more or less Significantentry.
The solemnity of themoment
always
fourid a response in his heart. On this,thelast that
ws.destined to record-January
I , r816"he touchingly
expressed his entire reliance on 'the mercy of God ; a d ,
wieh a =re faith, he said, Another year is buried in thC
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abyss of a past eternity. What the coming, or, rather, the
arrived year may bring is known only to the Omniscient.
inciBut me know that, whatever may be its course and
dents, they will be what they ought to be.”
On his birthday(January30th)hesays:“Myfriend
Doctor Hoffman comes to dine and take a glass in commemoration of this, my birthday.Sixty-fouryearssince
I came into this breathing world.” This winter was perhaps a more than usually quiet one at Morrisania. Morris’s health was delicate, andfrequentattacks
of gout
and other maladiesconfinedhimmuch
to his room. On
the 9th of February he mentioned being “confined to my
to celebrate my son’s
bed ; the parson and doctor come
birthday.Companyfromtownrequestednotto
come;
because of my ill-health.”
Notwithstanding ill-health and many business perplexities which beset him during this last winter, his pen was
in his judgment,
veryactivelyemployedagainstwhat,
were grave abuses in public places. Of the ratifiedConvention he wrote to Rufus King, January 11th :
“ I am to thank you for a copy of the President’s message transmitting the ratified Convention, which reached
melastevening.
I hadjustreadin
a newspaperthat
which communicated to your body the account of the negotiationgiven
by ourplenipotentiaries.Itwouldbe
impertinent in me to make comments on this transaction
to you. O u r so glorious war, and so glorious peace, and
so wise Convention will all appear to the honor of the
parties concerned in the page of history.”
His opinion of the new bank scheme was given to Mr.
Moss Kent in the following letter, dated January23d :
(‘1 would have made an earlier reply to your letter of
the rzth, but, ever since I received it, have been confined
by influenza and gout to my chamber, and chiefly to my

bed ; nor a m I .now in a condition to be as full and explicit as the subject requires. We must confine ourselves
to a general view. I state it, then, as my opinion that the
proposed bank is unnecessary, incompetent, and dangerous. Theplan now before me, instead of checking corruption; will subservethe views of a wicked minister.
What is the evil to be remedied? An excess of paper
moneywhich, by reason of the excess, hasdepreciated.
And what is the remedy proposed? T o issue more paper.
The seven millions of treasury bank-notes &re avowedly
irredeemable,andtheotherbank-notes
will beequally
irredeemablewhenpayment becomes inconvenient. The
greatest mischief is to be apprehended ,from the success
of the scheme. Onthisbank,
is todepend,should
it
succeed, the pecuniary interest of the community. Look
then at its provisions. It is, you see, in the hand o f the
Executive, whose influence is already felt in the remotest
corners of our country: what will it be when aided by
thisformidableengine?
Reflect that money has more
power here than in other countries, from the disproportionbetweenmovablesand
immovables. It will, when
collected, embodied, and directed by one will, be irresistible.”
To,Rufus King, a day later, he wrote on this same subject :
(‘1 am pressed by private business, and days, my dear
as the sun of life declines.
I enfriend, seem to shorten
close, therefore, my letter to Mr. Kent, and pray you will
both have the goodness to pardon this
half wayof obeying
your orders. In addition to what the
enclosed contains, I
will observe here that the scheme is calculated, should i t
succeed, to make the commercial and pecuniary interests
of the country’blindly subservient to the powers
which
are for thetime being. TheEastern States Wouitf be
’
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completely
revolutionized.
In
the
probable
failure,
I
think I see a clash of personalpropertyandanobstacle
t o the proper arrangement of o u r finances-a
thing not
difficult now, unless I ammuchdeceivedrespectinga
matter which, from the course of my life, I ought to know
something about, if I be not a very stupid fellow.’’
On the question of taxation Morris had equally Strong
views, which he expressed in a letter to RufusKing, dated
January 26th, as follows :
“ I fear we-differ in opinion on the subject
of taxation.
Disliking heavy duties, I would raise revenue principally
by internal but not by direct taxes, which are ungracious
and tormenting, and when pushed are no longer taxation
but confiscation. A land-tax is just nowhere, and sovereignly unjust here. Some patriots
(sans terres, if not suns
culottes) cry out, ‘Tax land-speculators and oblige them to
sell.’ Takecare,gentlemenpatriots.
If taxingspeculalators should become fashionable, stocks may perchance
of ourterritory,it
be annoyed.Consideringtheextent
might be politic, I do not say just, to tax those who have
no land because they have none, or place them under civil
disabilities. Speculators, as such, are not respectable, but
they are necessary, and in n o casemore so than in the
settlement of wild land. It has been tried to prevent accumulation of largetracts
infewhandsbyconfining
grants to small tracts, but experience has proved that, unup these small tracts, the country
til rich men purchase
cannot be settled.
I t is absurd to suppose a person with
scarce a second shirt to his back can go two or three htmdredmiles t o look out afarm,haveitsurveyed,travel
back again to the office for a patent, etc., clear the land,
cut a road, make a settlement, and build house and barn,
and then an ‘owner under a prior grant may come forward and take possession. As things now stand, the con-
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flict of title is generally between men able to stand the
shock. I think it both
unwise and unjust to tax money,
or unproductive land. Direct taxes overturned the federal
party, because the adversary knew how to use that weap
on. Theparty now inpowerseemsdisposed
t o d o 811
that federal men ever
wished, and will, I fear, d o more
than is goodtostrengthentheFederalGovernment.
They are adroit, andif their schemes fail it will not be for
want of address, but of that higher order of talent to conduct public affairs which is not abundant in any country.”
A few days later, having
receivedfrom Mr. King and
;
I general tariff, Morris
read thesecretary’sreporton
quotedtherefromthefollowingparagraph,and
cornmenteduponitatsomelength
: “ Having classed the
says of
manufactures of the United States, the secretary
‘the firstclass,which,’ he thinks, are firmly established,
and wholly or almost wholly supply the demand for domestic use and consumption,’ that high duties (amountingto aprohibition),candonoharm,
because‘competition among the domestic manufacturers alone
would
sufficiently protect the consumer from exorbitant prices.’
That, by imposing low duties upon the imported articles,
‘importations would be encouraged and the revenue increased, but, without an’ning to the contfort or deducting f r o m
the exjense of the consumer, the consumption of the domesticmanufacturewould
bediminished.’
If I understand
this, it means that people will prefer imported goods when
they can get home-made as good and as cheap. Perhaps
it may be so, but if the imported goods be only as cheap
in the seaports, they must be dearer in the Country. Moreover, E believe, if duties were so lowered as t o Produce foreign competition,our mechanics would do more and better
work, to their own advantage and that ofstheCOmmUaitY.
‘Among the articles in his first class are hats’and manufact-
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Fifty years ago our hatters
so rivalled
tfiose of England in, their West India Islands that a British statute waspassed makingAmericanhats
seizable
w.hen water-borne ; and thirty years ago the leather manufactures of Philadelphiawere as goodandcheapas
little
those of Britain.Indeed,beforetheRevolution,
leather was imported by.the Northern States.None
of
us thenworeBritishhats
or Britishboots.American
hats and boots cost but $5, and we should, I believe, export them now, it they could be imported duty free.
“ O u r system of revenue is, in my opinion, vicious, and
thesecretary’s tariffwill
makeit worse. Theduty on
Bohea t e a is nearly as much as the cost
in China. The
dutyon coffee, tea,sugar,ardentspirits,and
winewill
The coffee and
yield ampleprofittocontrabandtrade.
sugarplantations
in ourneighborhood will soon glut
again the markets. Coffee, when imported duty free, was
retailedatfromthirteen
to fifteencents.
Thepresent
duty, therefore, of five cents (and six is proposed) is P full
third of its value. It
will not cost more than
half a cent
a pound to. place coffee and tea and sugar from Montreal
along the line east of the St. Lawrence which separates us
from Canada There is little chance of collecting a duty
of $x per gallon on spirits, when for less than a fifth of it
thearticlecanbesmuggled.Fortyyears
ago itwas
smuggled t o save a duty of less than ten cents. It is not
my duty to form a system for the support of public credit,
but it is the duty of us all to oppose what i s wrong in any
system.”
‘ I I am sorry to see,
by
a latenewspaper,”
Morris
wrote to Mr. Moss Kent, on March gd, that our friend
King has eloquentlysupported
a perpetualland-tax.
While you offermillions of acres to sell,is it wise to
threaten those who buy with an everlasting yoke of tax-

ation 7 The collection from wild land can only be made
by sale. So long, therefore, as the tracts you ’dispose of
a part of your
remainunsettled,youannuallyresume
grant. If you will have a land-tax, lay it on revenue. But
why resort to this pernicious mode of replenishing your
treasury ? Why amerce those who leave a settled country
to lay open the bosom of an unproductive wilderness ? Is
it not enough that you entice the youth
of o u r country,
by high premiums, to quit the
wholesome tillage of her
soil €or manufacturing sloth and debauchery?
is it nor
enough that you subject the busy bees, on whose honey
you live, to the extortion of droneswho must.quit the
hive or perish if not supported by your profusion ? Why
travel on in the down-hill road to ruin ? Why degrade a
yeomanry, o u r country’s pride.by a useless,pernicious,
was a timewhenAmeritormenting imposition? There
can farmers could cheer their friends with a glass of enerous wine. Heavy protecting duties have exposed them,
an unprotected prey, to the rapacity of mechanics whose
riot insults their want, and, bereaving them
of comforts,
have deprived the publicof that rich revenue which might
beraised
by R moderateimpostontheirenjoyments.
Now, to cure the wounds wantonly made on your farmers
and finances, you try to squeeze out the
last drup from
theirpenurybythepressure
of direct taxation.Why,
a systemradically
in the name of heaven,whyuphold
wrong ? ”
That Morris was nopronouncedparty
man hevery
plaiaiy stated in a letter to Randolph Harrison; written in
March, and speaking of the different parties.
‘6 In general,” he wrote, ‘4 the policy of federal men 1~64
agreeable to me ; but they did some things which 1 cadnotreconcile to my notions of politicaleconomy.
YOU
are.perfectly correct in supposing that Mr. Madison will
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have my feeble support so long as I approve of his meas.
ures in public life. I -regard men only as they are likely
I have no personal
topursue a wise andjustcourse.
object, and regard only the public welfare.
I cannot persuade myself that heavy duties to force on hotbed manufactures, at the risk of smuggling (and with a certainty
of diminishing the revenue which would be derived from
a moderate impost), w e consistent with the morals, wealth,
or comfort of the community ; or that those who till the
soil should be laid under heavy contribution to support
the scum of England and Ireland who come out
to live
i o easeandidlenessasmechanics.Thosewhoregard
of
measures only as they tend to the partial advantage
particular districts will rejoice in a system which gives a
profit to the Northern, drawn from the very vitals of the
You cannot
have
manufactories.
We
Southern,
States.
can. Wealreadyhavesome,andshallsoonhavemany
poor children who canbe pent up, to march backward and
forward with a spinning-jenny, till they are old enough to
become drunkards and prostitutes. But we can effect this
sacrifice of the body and of the soul only by previous sacI stop, for if I pursue
rifice of our wealth and comfort.
the subject it would fill many sheets.”
That the direct tax should become law,
a
and, still more,
that it had federal aid, was a matter of regret to Morris;
but he was glad to learn later that the ‘‘ direct tax was to
be only an annual weed.”
“But it requires, my good friend,” he continued in this
letter to Moss Kent, written March rgth, “ much attention,
much observation, much reflection, with sound sense and
honest impartiality, to impose taxes in such a manner LIS
to promote national prosperity without impairing individual felicity. Mend your bank as you may, i t will be hut
R sorry beast a t .last ; too weak to drag you out of the mire.,

The first bank in this countrywas planned by yourhumble
servant. I t was one of many contrivances to rescue our
finances from ruin, and I hesitate not
to affirm that the
difficulties you have now to contend with are children’s
play to those we then encountered. I have as little hesitation in saying that what
was medicine then would be
poison now. Thecases differ ineveryessential circurnstance.”
In a very long and exhaustive letter, dated May gd, to
RandolphHarrison
on thecommerce of thecountry,
which was nearly at a stand-still, Morris wrote : ‘‘ I shall
say nothing new-nothing that I have not said and mrittenwhenrequired
by the occasion tenyears ago. Let
us now turn to what particularly concerns us who cultivate the soil. I see, in a late paper, that out of twenty-six
millions sterling, the Britishrevenue, one million is derived from a land-tax. Observe, I pray you, that in E n g
their pleasureland there is no unproductive land.Even
grounds yield something i n venison and the pasturage of
cattle, besidestheincrease of timber. The British landtax,therefore,fallson
revenue. But not a fifth part of
our land yields anything. We have been taught to speak
with self-complacency of our happy condition in respect
to taxes compared with miserable British subjects.
Note
here, I pray you, by way of parenthesis, that these same
miserablesubjects,who
it was supposed would perish
unlessfedbyour
munificence,have sent toNew York
and made there a profitable sale of wheat, beeh pork, and
butter.
You may ask, as othershave
done, why
the aid of my counsels was not offered. Experience, my
friend, llas taught me that he who pretends to advise men
clothed with authority is treated as a self-conceited coxcomb. If h e happens, moreover, to be of aproscribed
party, his reflections may be considered as satire. I could

..

. ,

6ao

DI.ARY AND LETTERS OF

[CHAP.

LI.

Hot therefore, deeply as 1 felt for my country, presume
to offerinformation or suggestresources.Thewelfare
of our country is my single object, and although I never
sought, refused, nor resigned an office, there is no department of government in which I have not been called to
act, with what success it is not for m e to say.”
Morris’s last letter to his long-time friend John Parish
was dated at Morrisania, July 6th, and concerns almost
axclusively himself and
his
family
life. “Your son
David,” he wrote, “who will deliver this letter, and who
has lived in the midst of our world, is so much better able
to tell you what passes there than
I, who’ only peep out
occasionally from the threshold
of my hermitage, that it
would be a sort of impertinence to say more than what
I wouldadd
regards myself. Andevenonthatsubject
little to what he may tell
you of my health and appearance.
“There is, then, nothing of which I can pretend to inform you, except it be what relates to my sentiments and
interiorcondition.But
is thatworthwhile ? I havethe
vanity to believe it is, because the pleasure I always felt
in hearing from you tells me youwillnot be indifferent ’
to what you may read from me. I will, then, assure you
that I indulge the same friendly sentiments which we felt
at partingonthebanks
of theElbenearlyseventeen
yearsago.Howlarge
a portion of human life ! How
eventful a period in thehistory of mankind ! I lead a
quiet and, more than most of my fellaw-mortals, a happy
life. The woman to whom I ammarriedhasmuch
genius,hasbeenwelleducated,andpossesses,withan
affectionate temper,industryand a love of order. That
I did not marry earlier is not to be attributed to any dislike for thatconnection.On
the contraryit has. long
been my fixed creed that as love .is the only fountain of.

,

felicity, s o it is in wedded love that the waters are most
pure. ,TOsolve theproblem of my fateit‘wasrequired
to discover a woman who, with the qualities needful for
my happiness,should
havealso
the sentiments. In a
word the postulate was that fine woman who could love
an oldman.
Ourlittle boy is generallyadmired.The
sentiments of afatherrespecting anonlychildrender
his opinions so liable to suspicion that prudence should
withhold them even from a friend. I will only say, therefore, that some who would have been more
content had
he never seen the light acknowledge him to be beautiful
andpromising.Hisparents,
whosee him almostevery
minute of every day, arechiefly delighted with the benevolence that warms his little heart.
“You may, then,openingyour mind’seye,behold your
friend as he descends, with tottering steps, the bottom of
life’s hill, supported by a kind companion, a tender female
friend, and cheered
by a little prattler whobids fair, if
God shall spare his life, to fill, in due time, the space his
father leaves. H e will, I trust, bequeath a portion larger
thanhisheritageof
wealthandfame.Nevertheless,
,
looking back, I can, with some little self-complacency, reflect that 1 have not lived in vain; and at the same time
look forward with composure at the probable course
of
future events. At sixty-four there is little to desire and
less to apprehend. Let
meaddthat,howevergravethe
form and substance of this letter, ‘the lapse of SO many
pears has not impaired the gayety
of your friend. Could
YOU gratify him with your company and Conversation, YOU
would find in him still the gayety of inexperience and the
frofic,of youth.”
In August Morrispronouncedaninauguraldiscourse
as
Pre’sidentof the NewYorkHistoricalSociety.
It Seems
a fitting ending to a long life of labor for his country,

’
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that almost the last letter he wrote was to plead with the
federal party to L Lforget party and think of our counfry, That
country embraces both parties ; we must endeavor, therefore,to save and benefitboth.
Thiscannotbe
effected
good menagainsteach
whilepoliticaldelusionsarray
other. If you abandonthecontest,the
voice of reason,
now drowned in factious vociferation, will be listened t o
and heard. Thepressure of distress will acceleratethe
moment of reflection ; and when it arrives, the people will
of sense, experience,andintegrity.
look outformen
Such men may, I trust, be found in both parties, and,
if
ourcountrybedelivered,whatdoesitsignifywhether
those who operate her salvation wear a federal or a democraticcloak ? Perhapstheexpression
of thesesentiments may be imprudent; but when it appears proper to
I knownotconcealment.Ithasbeen
speakthetruth
the unvarying principle of my life, that the interest of our
country must be preferred to every other interest.”
of November,
MorrisdiedatMorrisaniaonthe6th
1 8 ~ 6 . Courageouslyhehad
lived, andcourageouslyhe
to the Dimet the great change, with entire resignation
vine will. “ Sixty-four years ago,” he said, just before his
death, “ i t pleased the Almighty to call me into existence
“here, on this spot, i n this very room ; and now shall I
complain that he is pleased to call me hence
? ” On the
and, on being
day of his death he asked about the weather,
told that it was
fine, he replied : “ A beautiful day, yes,
butWho, to dumb forgetfulness a prey,
This pleasing, anxious being yet resignedLeft the warm precincts of the cheerful day,
Nor cast one longing, ling’ring look behind ? ”
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Flanders, news from, i. 210; Mr.
Morris’s impressions of, 296 ;
French, the weak side of the kingdom, 458.
Florida Blanca, Comte de, i. 515.
Florida, East,the
conquest of, ii.

537.
Fontenelle, M. de, i. 454, note.
Foucault, Madame de, i. 403.
Foulon, M.,exhibition’ of hismutilated body, i. 137.
Fox, Charles James, opinions of,
withrespectto
America, etc., i.
316; Mr. Morris’s opinion of his
talents, 319 ; 334 ; ii. 131 ; 135.
France,conditionof,
July, 1789,i.
112 f. ; condition of, June, 1792,
537 et seq. ; on the road to a singledespotism, ii. 145.
Franqois Denis, the baker, hanged,
i. zoo.
Franklin, Benjamin, at the Court of
Versailles, i, 11.
Frederick WilliamII., King of Prussia, i. 467 ; his conference at Pilnitz with the Emperor, 510 ; enmity of, totheFrench
Revolutionists, 522 ; his overtures to the
Assembly, 593 : forced to retreat,
ii. 27 ; subsidized by France, IOI ;
conversation of, with Mr. Morris, 272; nation opposed to him,
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Fulton, Mr. Robert, and his steamboat, ii. 533 ; 534.
GABRIBLLE,
mistress of H e n r y IV.,
her baths, ii. 44.
Galitzen, Prince, L 86.
Gallatin, Mr., ii. 536.
Gasctte of France, the, i,543.
Gazette of Leyden, the, i. 543.
Gazetfe u&vrscZ&, the, i. 543 ;
suppressed, 5 7 4
Genet, M., appointedminister
to
UnitedStates, ii. 15 ; his diplomatic career, 18; hischaracter,
25 ; 35 ; carries blank privateering
commissions to America, 38 ; to
have a successor, 49 ; 54; 539.
George III., i. 25 ; conversation of,
with Mr. Morris, ii. 134.
Gerville, Cahier de, i5x7; 523.
Ghent, Mr. Morris at, i. 348.
Gibraltar, capture of, ii. 224.
Gironde, the, to be destroyed, iii
Godefroy,M. P., ii. 292.
Goertz, Count, ii. 351, note.
Goncourt, quoted, i. 43.
Gontreuil, General, ii. 349.
Gordon, Duchess of, i. 515.
Gower, Lord, i. 412; 4 1 ; quits
play, 471 ; 474 ;520 ;577 ;visited
byMr. Morris, ii. 112.
Graave, M. de, i. 517 ; a bore, ii.

40.

I IO.

Grain, scarcity of, inFrance, July,
1789, i. 111 ; 118.
Frederick William III., accession of,
Grand, M., i. 297 ; 425 ; 431.
ii. 316.
Free-masons, journal distributed to, Grenville, George, Dukeof %herland, i. 395,note ; 413 ; conversaat the king’s expense, i. 4 5 .
tion with, onpolitical topics, ii
French colonies, ii. 17.
96 ; presents Mr. Morris at Court,
French
nation,
a picture of, i.
100 ; the Duke of YotKs mentor,
542.
107 ; opinion of, on the treaty,
Friar, a begging, i. 152.
137 ; candor of, x37 ; 138; ieFriedland, victory of, ii. 499.

279.
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141.

&
a
i
r withRandolph,

Groghlaer, Baron de, entertains MI
Murris, i 350.
Guisne, Madame de,
3.
Gottenberg mission, ii 555 ; 560.

ii.

.

Halle, les fcmmes de (a,i 387.
Hamilton, Alexander, letter to, from
Dntch bankers, i. 290; i i 136;
379 ; 454 ; his duel with Burr, 455
et seq. ; hlr. Morris’s funeral ora.
tion on, 456 et seq. ; his family
provided for byMr.
Morris and
others, 458; disorder of his af.
fairs, 459 ; his hobby, 474 ; had
little share in forming the Consti.
tution, 523 et seq. ; hisattachment to monarchical government,

Holyrood House, i i 122.
Hotze, General, ii. 349, note,

Hope, M., i303.
HBtel de Force broken into,

i123.

HateldesInvalidesforcedby
the
mob, i. 125.
Houdetot, Madame d’, i. 251 ; 258,
260.

Iloudon,thesculptor,
i 97; his
statue of Washington, 433.
Howe, Mr., on the conduct of Austria and Prussia, ii. 320.
Humboldt, W. yon, ii. 177.
Hungary, declaration of war against,
i. 538.
Husbandry in France, lackof knowledge concerning, i. 53.
Huskisson, William, i. 499, note;

570.

526; 531.
Hamilton, Lady, i. 452, note ;453. [MPRESS of American seamen, the,
Mr. Morris’s interviewwith the
Hamilton, Sir William, i 452, note.
Duke of Leeds on, i. 327.
Hammond, Mr., ii. 35; informs Mr.
Morris concerning the treaty, I 58. [ndians,independence of, required
by England, ii. 567.
Harconrt, Duc d’, ii. 97.
Hastings,Warren,thetrial
of, i. Tadicatestr, the, i 543 ; suppressed,

319;

” .

334-

5 7”

Haugwitz, Count, i
i. 175, note ; conversation on the political situation
of Europe, 181 ; 464.
Hawkesbury, i. 370.
Helvetic Republic, ii. 344, note.
Henchman, Mr., of Boston, i. 577.
Herschel,
Williim,
visit
of Mr.
Morris to, i. 1.51
Henberg, van, i. 374.
Hodges, Mr., hiswretchedapartments, i. 403.
Holland, the true interest of, i 297 ;
character of the countr)., 302 ;political and economic situation
of,
; a ruined country, iii Sg.

[ngenhoup, Dr., i. 426.
[nvin, Mr., i. 315.
[taly, situation of, November, 1796,
ii. 230.

&lIand, Lady, ii 167, nota

laubert,

mission to Constantinople, ii. 269.
lacobins, coalition of, with the
Quatre-vingt-neufs, i 502 ;the old,
504; a tyranny, 535 ; endeavor
toexcite
a tumult, 545 ; Lafayetterequeststheirdestruction,
548 ; 552 ; December 21, 1792.
at war withthegovernment,
ii
~ACKSON, MR., history of his

8.

?&,
informs Mr. Morris

of

407 ; p g ;d m t h of, 555 ;his will
andcircumstances of hisdeath,

French politics, March 13, 179% i

5’7-

Jay,Mr.,
letter from, to Mr. Mor
ris, .i 8 6 disadvantages of tht
treaty to, CL 91 ; 93 ; 113 et seq.
Jefferson, Thomas, accompanies Mr
Morris to Versailles, i. 32 ; abou
t o leave France, 35 ; approves Mr
Morris’s plan of finance, 6 0 ; 72
74 ; as a judge of character, 94
has no confidence intheStates
General, 96 ; requests Mr. Morri:
o
to pose forHoudon’sstatue
Washington, 97 ; 100 ; 104; 107
gives adinner on theFourth 01
July, 112 ; letter of, to Lafayette,
117 ;informs Mr. Morris concern,
ing Necker’s dismissal, r21 ; hi:
standing at Paris, 138 ; gives Mr.
Morris letters to London, 139;
dinner of, toLafayetteandothers, 155 ; MadamedeFlahaut’s
opinion of, ‘ 8 5 ; made Secretary
of State, 230 ; 23r ; French a m
bassador’s opinion of, 314; 352 :
. willing that Mr. Morris should be
ministertoFrance,
375; said to
be coming to Europe on a
secret
mission, ii. 59 ; an unfavorable
view of hischaracter, 387 ; and
the Presidency, 396 ; 401et seq. ;
inauguraladdress of, 4 5 ; 417;
his attack on the Judiciary, 426;
diplomatic appointments of, 430 ;
487 ; re-election of, 465 ; determined on war with England, 508.
+a,
Battle of, iii &.
Jenkinson, Mr., speech of, ii. 162.
Jeu d e Paume, i. 105
Johnston, Si John, ii. 3%
jolive‘, M., ii. 356.
Jones, Paul, his plan of carrying on
war against Britain in India, i. 378 ;

i i 45.
Journalism, power of, in France in
1789,i. 262.
JudiciaryAct, repeal of, ii. 416,note.
‘I

KERMESSE
ne LA

RWOLUTION,”

i. 414.
King, the, see Louis XVL
Kosciusko, Thaddeus,
incident
of
the visit of the Russian Emperor
Paul to, ii. 238 and note.

‘
g
o

LABORDIE,
Madame de, i.
and
note.
Laborde, M., hisplan of finances,
i. 245 ; mentions a strange kind of
poison, 254; andthejournal
for
the free-masons, 485.
Lafayette, Marquisde,standsfor
election to the States-Generalfrom
Auvergne, i. 27; rumors of his
probable defeat, 38; secures his
election, 47 ; report of a conver- .
sation of, with Mr. Morris, 54;
Mr. Morris describes his political
campaign to Washington, 67 ;82 ;
Mr. Morris advises him as to the
tendency of political affairs, 104;
suggestions to, from Mr. Morris,
135 ; his vanity, 136 ; Mr. Morris
desires him to console the king,
x& ; 141 ;procrastina$ion of, 166 ;
Mr. Morris urges his views upon,
16g ; 173; Mr. M o m s advises,
as to a new ministry, 179 ; 181 ;
letter ofMr. Morris to, x92 ;1 9 ;
anecdote of, 202 ; his connection
with Mirabeau, z05 ; follow~Mr.
Moms’s advice, 211 ; confers
with Mr. M o m s and Talleyrand,
213 ; discusks Necker‘s plan of
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finance with Mr. Morris, 232 La Luwne, Marquis de, i. 35 ;
233; conference withShort and
139, 146; character of, 282 ;397.
Morris, 256 ; makes the world hiz La Marche, Comtesse de, herodd
confidant, 266 ;consults with M.
conversationwith Mr. Morris, ii.
Morris, 267; 272; wishes t
188.
confer with Mr. Morris an L a Marck, Comte Charles de, i. 390,
othersconcerningthcjudiciaq
note ; united with Mirabeau, 391 ;
286; alarmedatthe
riots, 294
439; revealsMadame de Stael’s
the
Duke
of Orleans’s
opir
plans, 448.
ion of, 337; 353; asks MI Lamballe, Princesse de, murder of, i
Morris’s opinion of the situation
584.
361 ; is vexed with Mr. Morris Lameth,Charles de, hisduelwith
379 ; questions Mr. Morris on th
the Duc de Castries, i. 354.
tobacco-tax, 381;affair at the Ch8 Lameth, Alexander, i. 438, note.
teau Vincennes, 387 et seq. ; Mira Land-tax, the, ii. 579.
beau and, 390 ; 396 ; 399 ; his res Lane, Mr., ii. 81.
ignation, 408; at the head of th’ Languedoc, affairs in, February 23,
National Guards, 411; his lack o
1790, i. 385.
influence, 460 ;spoken of as Mayo Lansdowne, Lord, i. 333; conference of Mr. Morris with, March
of Paris, 464; army of, ingrea
disorder
(May
12, 1792) 530
16, 1792, 518.
will not risk an
action, 554 ; hi! Lantern, the cult of the, i. 262.
address to the Assembly, June 29 La Rochefoucault, Duc de, murder
of, i. 5% ; 588.
1792, 548; unpopularity of, ix
Paris, 566 ; refuses toobey thc La Suze, Madame de, mourns the
death of Baron de Besenval, L
Assembly, 586 ; 592 ; a prisonel
at Weszel, ii. 3 ; 64 ; concerning
43‘.
the release of, 142 ;170 ;animosit) La Tour du Pin, M., i. 282.
Laumoy, Colonel, i. 41.
against, in Vienna, zrg ; his lib.
eration unlikely, 232 ; 236 ; 241 Taupay, Dr., murder of, i. 126.
liberatedout
of regardto
the Lebrun, Madame, .i 118,
UnitedStates, 302 et seq. ; con. kbrun, M., reply of, to Mr. Morris’s protests against his arrest and
sults Mr. Morrisconcerning his
annoyances, ii. 41.
movemenp, 371 ; payment of his
debt to Mr. Morris, 407 et seq. i R Coulteux, M., i. 41,note; proposals to, by Mr. Morris, concernMr. Morris’s partinhisliberaing grain, 51 ; 181; 194; contion, 493.
tracts with Mr. Morns to deliver
Lafayette,Madame de, i. 35 ; Mr.
Morris endeavorsto
aid, ii. 3 ;
flour, 217;237.
letter of, to the King of Prussia, 11.eeds, Duke of, receives Washing4 ; imprisonedin Paris, 64; reton’s
despatch
relative
to
the
treaty from Mr. Morris, i 310 e t
quests Mr. Motris to act as security for debts of her estate, 65.
seq. ; reticence of, 321 ;final in-

,

intercepted near Me@ 4 8 ; manners of, 431 ; public distrust of,
432;prefers Mr. Morris’s nrhnoire,
449; wishes Mr. Morris to com48%
municate news from England,
Lenox, Lady, i 343.
5 0 0 ; account of his difficulties,
Leon, Prince de, ii. IIO.
Lepaux, Sarivillii.re, ii. 366.
504 ;gives assurances to Washing
ton, 5 1 2 ; his feebleness of dispoLeray, Madame, fellow-passenger
with Mr. Morris for America, i
i. sition, 535 ; his plans for escape,
561 ; authority of, suspended,
370.
570 ; his firmness in suffering,
Liancourt, Duc de, warns the king,
572; imprisoned intheTemple,
i. 128.
Lichtenau, Countess, ii. 273, note ; 588 ; 602 ; to be tried, ii. 7 ; the
hertreatment of the king, 277 ; British ultimatumregardinghis
278 ;arrested, 316; 319.
release, 16 ; trial of, 22 ; fate deLihge, troubles at, i. 217.
cided, 27; hissentenceand
exeLindsay, Lady Anne, i. 453 ; in love
cution, 31 ; effect of his execuwith Mr. Windham, 464.
tion, 32.
Liston, Mr., British Minister to Louis XVIII., ii. 176,note.
United States, ii. 387.
Louisiana, the purchase of, ii 433 ;
Lita, Madame de, ii. 246.
cession of, 424 ; 430 ; 433 ; 436,
Livingston, Mr., private secretary of
4 4 1 ;452 et seq.
Mr. Morris, i. 569.
h u v e t attacks Robespierre, i. 603.
>ow Countriesabandonedby AusLivingston, Robert, ii. 430 ; 436.
Ligugt-aphe, the, i. 543 ; suppressed,
tria, ii. 364
LunCville, treaty of, ii. 419,note.
5 74
Loos, Comtesse de, conduct of, YL Luxembourg, Comte de, consults
Mr. Morris as to a Prime Miniszo8.
Lootanges, Madame de, i. 397.
ter, i. 219; 224
Louis, Abb6, i. 448.
Luxembourg, surrender of, ii. 76.
Louis, Chevalier de, i. 43.
Louis XVI., address of, to the V~ACARTNEY,GEORGE,i 526, note.
States-General, i. 75 ; his vacilla- kIcDonald, Dr., i. ‘139.
tionandterror,
106 ; his false rlack, General, ii. 349.
sleep, 119 ;goes to Paris, July 17,j! kfcpherson, John, and the origin of
1789 ;130 ;designs to go to Spain, I the French assignats, ii I 2 3
326.
1- ; 156; infatuation of, 174 ; ,fadame of France,
eulogy of
forced to go to Paris, 175 ; weak- rfadison, President,his
Mr. M O ~ S , i 4 : letter of, to
ness of, 281 ; goes to the Assembly, 291 ;allowance voted to, 335 ; Jared Sparks, 17; ii. 536 ; his inaugural address in ISIf 5 4 8 ; h i
reported plot against, 384 ; incurs
intentions distrusted by Mr. Morthe charge of duplicity, 405 ; esa p e of, from the Tuileries, 427; n s , 549 ; and the peace, @?.
terview with Mr. Morris, 345-348 ;
gives Mr. Morris compliments but
no satisfaction, 370 ; 412; 487,

l:

ii.
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BBnlssherh, M. de, admiration
Mr. Morns for, i. 34; qa
#de-du-Pin, L 187,

note.

1

Metkmich, M. de, ii. 343.
Miller, Sir John, i 324 ;366.
Millet, M., i. 5 4
Milton, his ‘ I darkness visible,” i.

Malines, i 299Malmesbury, Lord,ordered to qu
290.
Paris, ii. 251 ; his
subsidia~
Minister to England from the United
States and vice versa, i. 330.
treaty with F’rnssia, i~ 285.
Malouet, Pierre Victor, i 470, notc Ministers, resignation of, July, 17p,
i. 552.
Mannheim, capture of, u ~ q a
Marat, in the Palais Royal, Octobf :r Mirabeau, Comte de, hissed, i. 75 ;
his speech in the Assembly, Sep4 1789,i 172; 262 ;animosity of,
tember 26, 1789, ;his
to Mirabeau, 398.
162address
on the new imposition, 170; 179,
Mane Antoinette, at the gatheringeIf
183 ; 187 ;205 ; and the new minthe States-General, i. 73 ; her ur1istry, 2 0 8 ; 211 ; zrg ; callsthe
popularity, 110;at the feast of th e
Assembly the WiZd Ass, 232;
Flanders regiment, 168; her la:;t
234 ; 256 ; 390 ; death of, 396 ;
dayat Versailles, 174; circutr1funeral of, 398 ; 456 ; 502 ; and
stances of herflightfrom
Vel
Pellin, i i 226 ; saidtobeincorsailles, 176 ; 2 8 9 ; herpresenc
ruptible, 254; 256.
necessary at the Cabinet meetings
Mitchell,Mr.,
of Philadelphia, ii.
470 ; Mr. Morris is notplease(
with her conduct, 550 ; executio~
99.
Mob, the Paris, a t Versailles, Octoof, ii. 53.
Marmonkl,Jean
Franqois, i. 275t, ! ? ber 5, 1789, i. 174.
note ;278 ; on equality of rights @llendorf, Marshal, ii.
i IIlolleville, M. de, Mr. Mornscon377.
MarseiUair, the, i. 565, note.
fers with, concerningcontracts for
Marshall, Chief Justice, his Life of
provisions, i. 472 ; Minister of the
Washington, ii. 492.
Marine, 505 ; go8 ; 565.
ndonciel, M. de, i. 413,note ; minMartin, Madame, i. 66.
Martin, M., Mr. Morrisvisits La
ister to Mayence, 495 ; 497 ;498 ;
517; 544; hispartinthe
king’s
fayette in the interest of, i. IMary, Queen of Scots, ii. 12%
attemptedescape,
561 et seq. ;
568 ; his misconduct, ii. 91..
Maulde, Camp de, raising of, i. 584.
Konitruv, the, i. 543.
5%
Maury, Ab% i 387; 390, note
donroe, James, appointed Mr.
395 ; destitution of, 414.
Moms’s successor as Minister to
Mayence, manners of, i i 1%
France, ii. 66 ; takesthe wrong
Mercy, Comte de, i. 394 note ;
toneat
Paris, 70 ; 79 ; difficulties of, a t Paris, 113 ; reported
391.
U e s t m a c h , Baron de, ii. 203.
conversation in Paris, 144 ; 158 ;
MethinRs, distinguished
from
1
appointed Envoy Extraordinary to
Uint, ii118.
France and Spain, 430 ; 436.

186.

INDEX
Monsieur
(the
kiug’s brother)
speech of, i. 255 ; 257.
Montesquiou, A b G d e , i. 447, note
Montesquiou, M. de, to becomt
Minister of the Marine, 1 6 0 ; hi!
plan of finance, 251 ; 413 ; 432
593, note ; ii. 94.
Montague, Mrs. Elizabeth, he1
house in Portman Square, ii. 163.
note.
Montlieraiu, M., i. 52.
Montmorin, Comte de, i. 32; 65 ;93
231 ;250 ;in favor of a freer com.
merce with America, 275 ; charac.
ter of, 281 ; 339 ; 349 ; 383 ; hi:
opinion of the king, 399 ; declines
to accept Mr. Mnnis’s proposal
concerning supplies, 407 ;
;
and the affair of the rations, 418 ;
420 ;4 2 ; promises his aid, 429 ;
e(2 ; and the tm’moire of Mr. Mor.
ris for the king, 451 ; 453 ;455 ;
460 ; 504 ; 547; hispartin the
king’s attempted escape, 561 ;
slain, 584.
Montmorin,Madame
de, her execution, i. 138.
Montrose, Duke of, ii. 127.
Morris,GeneralStaats
Long, elder
brother of Gouverneur, i 16 ; letters of Mr. Morris to, 36; 38;
309; 318; 336; 340 ; at Plymouth, ii. 107.
Morris, Gouverneur, hisbirthand
eduption, i. I et seq.; licensed to
practiselaw, 2 ; appointed on a
committee to
settle
difficulties
with Great Britain, 3; Madison’s
eulogy of, 4 ; electeda member
of first ProvincialCongess,
4;
takes the lead in debates,
5 ; attempts to prohibit slavery in New
York, 7 ;elected a delegate to Con-
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tinental Congress, 7 ;visits Wash:
ington at Valley Forge, 7 ; his
letters to his mother,g ; chairman
of acommittee to consider Lord
North’s propositions, 11; notreelected, rr; his l a h r i o u s life during the war, 12 ;becomes a citizen
of Philadelphia, 12 ; discusses the
currency the
in
Pmrrryhnta
Packet, 13 ; hashis
l e g amputated, 13; made
Assistant
Superintendent of Finance, 4 ;
letter of, to tieneralNathaniel
Greene, 15 ; retiresfrom office,
15 ;originates a plan for an American coinage, 16 ; letter of, to the
Marquis de Chastellux, 16; buys
Morrisania, 17; a delegatefrom
Pennsylvania to the Federal Convention, 17; inpartnershipwith
Robert Morris, 18;sails for France,
18; reaches Paris, 20; letter of,
to Comte de Moustier, 20 ; letter
of, to Washington, 25 ; letter of,
to Mr. Carmichael, 26 ; social engagements in Paris, 27 ; letter of,
to Robert Morris, 29 ; letter of, to
Washington, 31 ; dineswiththe
Comtesse de Beauharnais, 31 ;
presented by
Mr.
Jefferson to
Comte de Montmorin, 33 ; his
lines on Paris, 34; dineswith
Baron de Montvoissieu, 34; letter
of, to Marquis de la Luzerne, 35 ;
letter of, to General Morris, 36 ;
interview of, with M. De Ville
Delville concerning theNesbitt
affair, 37 ; letter of, to General
Morris, 38 ; visits Versailles, 41;
meets Madame de Flahaut, +? ;
dines with M. Necker, 4 ; has a
conversation with Mardchal d e
Castries relativeto the debt to
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France, 47 ; a day of accidents,
4;
offers Necker a cargo of wheat,
sa; hisopinion of Frenchhus.
bandry, 53 ; discusses his plan 01
finance for France withMr. Jeffer.
son, 60 ; visits the HBtel des In.
valides, 62 ; goes with a party on
the Seine, 6 6 ; letter to Washing
tonconcerningthesituation
in
France, April 2% 1789, 67; at
Versailles, May & 1789, 73;at
the meeting of the States-General, 75 ; at dinner with the Tiers,
77; visits M. Le Coulteux, 77 ;
purchase of debtduetoFrance,
79; visits
Petit
Trianon,
82 ;
visits Romainville, 86 ; visits the
Duchess of Orleans, 87 ;his views
on European politics, go ; the affair of Robert Morris and
the
farmers-general, 92 ; visitsthe
Gobelins, 94 ; conversationwith
Mr. Jefferson, g6 ; poses to Houdon as General Washington, 97 ;
visit to the Duchess of Orleans at
Raincy, 98; epitaphontheVicomte d e S g u r , 107 ; witnesses
disturbancesin Paris, 107 ; letter
of, to JohnJay, 108; dines with
Mr. Jefferson, July 4 1789,112;
letter of, to Mr. Carmichael,describingthecondition
of affairs,
112 ; witnesses the attack on the
foreign troops, July 12, 120 ;
writes verses to Madame de Flahaut, 126 ; views the procession
of the king anddeputies,
131 ;
dinesatMadame
de Flahaut’s,
133 ;visits a painter’s studio, 134;
visits the Bastille, 136; writesa
paper on the French Constitution,
139; leaves Pansfor
London,
142 ; letter of, to Washington,

I@; reaches London, 145 ; letter
of, to Robert Morris, 150; visits
Herschel, 151 ; returnsto Paris,
154 ; opinion of Lafayette, 158 ;
at the National Assembly, 162;
urgeshis
views uponLafayette,
16g ; discusses the finances with
Talleyrand, 171 ; advisesLafayette as to a new ministry,, 179 ;
conferswithNeckeraboutthe
purchase of the American debt to
France ; 181; 185 ;about supplies
for Pans, 191;his letter to Lafayette on public affairs, 192 ;letter
of, to Robert Morris, 197;conference with Necker respecting debt
and provisions, 205-207 ; zog ;
confers with Lafayette, 211 ; calls
with
Talleyrand
on
Lafayette,
213 ; conversation with
Comte
de Luxembourg, 222 ;224 ;suffers
from his amputated leg, 229 ; declines
to
furnish
Necker
with
wheat, 235 ; his plan for the debt,
239 ;conference with Necker about
the debt, 2 4 ; closeted with Lafayette, 256 ; counsels persons
wishing to
settle
in America,
260 ; dines with Lafayette, 267 :
letter of, to Washington, concern270; letter
ing
table-ornament,
of, to Washington, giving B sketch
of menandmeasures,
277-286;
sentiments concerning female cad
ducitp at the Duchess of Orleans’,
288; disapproves of the king’s
addressingthe
Assembly, 292 ;
closeted with
Lafayette,
293 ;
goes to Antwerp, 296; proceeds
to Amsterdam, 302 ; dines with
U’. Willinks, 305 ; atSaardam
306 ; goes to London, 309 ; communicates Washington’s letter to

INDEX.
the Duke of Leeds,

310; society
letter of, to hlr. Short, 312 ; letters of, to ColonelTernantand
Mr. Short on thecondition
of
France, 314 ; ispresentatthe
trial of WarrenHastings,
319 ;
letters of, toWashington on the
treaty, 321 et seq. ; letter of, to
the .Duke of Leeds, 322 ; letter
of, to RobertMorrisonthe
sale
of land in the United States, 324 ;
sees the Duke of Leeds about the
impress of American seamen, 327 ;
iuterview of, with Mr. Pitt, 328;
dines at the Frenchambassador's,
335 ; letter of, to Mr. Short, 337 ;
his services to Robert Morris, 342 ;
letter of, to Mr. Short on the po343 ; to Washliticalsituation,
ington, 344 ; final interview with
of Leeds, 345-348;
the
Duke
leaves London for the Continent,
349 ; arrives in Paris, 3 5 r ; advises Lafayette to resign, 362 ; letter of, to Robert Morris relative to
the sale of American lands, 364;
in London again, 369 ; rumors
of his appointment as Minister to
France, 375 ; conversation of,
withMarmontel, 377; letter of,
to Jefferson, 381 ; to Washington,
382; hisestimate of Mirabeau,
398 ; letter of, to Mr. John Inglis
giving a sketch of European politics, +og ; conversation of, with
Montmorin on the situation, 415 ;
leavesParisforLondon,
426 ;
visits
the
Duchess
of Orleans,
&; returns to Paris, 428 ; befriends an Irish
gentleman, 433 ;
letter of, toRobert
Morris, on
the af€air of July 17, 1790,
434 ;
wriies a ndnwire for the king,
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445 ; reads his n h w i r e to Madame d e Flahaut, 453 ; letter
to Washof, September 30, 1791,
ington on the situation, 456 et
seq. ; letter of, to Robert Morris
on Lafayette's position, 460 ; to
the same, 462; urges Montmorin
to 'continue in office, 468 ;conference with Montmorin, 473 ;
at a royalist dinner, 476 ; pmposed as Minister of Foreign
Affairs by M. de Molleville, 477 ;
observed by the queen atthe
theatre, 484 ; prepares the plan of
a government and constitution for
France, 486; writes to R. Morris
on the failure to effect a commercial treaty with England, 487 ; opposition to, at home, 4
9
0
;letter
of, to Washington, Decemher 27,
1791, 492;goes to London on
private business, 501 ; nominated
501 ; letter
Minister toFrance,
of, to Washington, December 27,
1792, 502 ; informed of his ap'
pointment, 512 ; letter of, to
Robert Morris concerning his appointment, 512; assumes office,
514; confers with
Lord
Lansdowne, 5 1 8 ; letter of, to
Washington concerning Talleyrand's
mission toEngland, 519; letter
of,toWashington
on the assassination of theKing of Sweden,
525 ; returns to Paris, 529; hires
a house, 530; interview with the
Minister of Foreign M a i r s concerning his reception by the king,
531; letter of, to Carmichael,
533 ; presented to the king, 535 ;
hisletter,June
IO, 1792. to Mr.
Jefferson, 537 ; to the same, June
17th, 544 ;advises Lafayette,
;
, 5 4 9

'

INDEX.

620

~

letter of, July IO, 1792, to JefTer.
son on theaction of the Assembly,
5 9 ; his new residenceand hi!
entertainments, 554 ;his share ir
the plan forthe
king’s escape,
5 5 6 ; letter in French to Son A l .
tesse Royale, 5 5 6 ; letter of, tc
Jefferson, August I, 1792, 566 1
letter of, toThomas
Pinckney,
571 ; letter of, to Jefferson, 572;
requests
Washington
to mark
out
a
course of conduct
for
him, 575 ; letter of, to Jefferson, August 22, 1792, 576 ;
decides to remain in Paris, 576 ;
letter of, to Mr. Jefferson, August
30, 1792, 5 % ; to the same, September IO, 1792, 583 ; letter of, to
Mr. Short at the Hague, concerning Lafayette, 586; letter of, to a
friendabouttheSeptember
mas.
sacres, 588; to Mr. Short, 588 ;
letter to Jefferson of thedangers
to a resident in Paris, s 8 g ; letter
of, to Jefferson, October 23, 1792,
5 9 ; letter of, to Mr. Snmuel Ogden, 598; to Robert Morris, 5 g g ;
t o Rufus King, 600 ; to Alexander
Hamilton, October 2 4 1792, 603.
VOL.

11.

Letter of, to Mr. Short about the
debt, I ; to Mr. Carmichaelat
Madrid,
November
5, 1792, 2 ;
letter of, to Madame de Lafayette,
3 ; entertains much, 6 ; letter of,
to Lord Wycombe, November 22,
1792, 6 ; letter to Thomas F’inckney, December 3, 1792, y ; letter
to Mr. Jefferson, December 21,
1792, 8 ; letter of, to Alexander
Hamilton,
December
2 4 1792,
12 ; letter of, toRobert Morris,
I4 ;to Wuhington, December z8,

1795 15 ; letter of, to Madame
d’Albanii 19; to M. d e Monciel,
23 ; closes his diary, 24 ; letter to
Washington
concerning
Genet,
25 ; letter of, toGeneral Morris,
28 ; letter of, to Jefferson, February 13, 1793, 33 ; to Washington,
February 14th, 36; difficulties of
hisresidenceinParis,
36,;37 ;
letter of, to Robert Morris, 38 ;
reported t o have been guillotined,
38 ; communicates to Mr. F’inckney
at London the fact
of the privateering commissions for Americans,
38 ; letter to Mr. Jefferson, March
7, 1793, 3 9 ; arrested
on
the
M. Lestreet, 41; his protest to
brun, 41; letter of, to Mr. Jefferson, April 19, 1793, 42 ; his house
at Sninport, 43 ;letter of, to Robert
Morris, 43 ; to the same, June 25,
1793, concerninghis recall, 4 7 ;
his difficulties, 47 ; letter of, to
zsth, 48; to
Washington,June
Madame de Chastellux, June 23d,
50 ; to General Morris, 51 ; to Mr.
Pinckney, August 13th, 51; his
letters tampered with, 5 2 ; t o Mr.
Short, 5 2 ; to General Washington,
October18th, 53 ; tothe
same,
February 5, 1794, 5 5 ; toRobert
Moms March IO, 1794 5 6 ;
complains of neglect by the Secretary of State, 56, 58 ; letter of, to
Washington, March 12, 1 7 9 4 59 ;
tothesameconcerningDanton,
April r&h, 6 0 ; to Robert Moms,
April zsth, 62 ; to Leray d e Chaumont, July 4th, 63; to Washington
concerning
Madame
de
Lafayette,
July
25, 1794 6 3 ;
writes tothe
Commissioner of
ExteriorRelationsin
behalf of

INDEX.
Madlmede Lafayette, 64; presents Mr. Monroe, his successor,
66 ; sendshis effects home, 67 ;
leaves Paris, 68 ;vicissitudes of his
journey, 7 0 et seq. ; letter of, to
Mr. Parish at Hamburg, Novem; to Mr. Short
ber 12, 1794, 74
a t Madrid, 74; to Washington
from
Hamburg,
Decemher
30,
1794 77; insultedbythe
Com78 ;
mittee of GeneralSafety,
goes security for theyoung Duke of
Orleans, 82 ; spends the winter at
Hamburg and Altona, 85 ; letter
of, to Madame de Nadaillac, 85 ;
letter of, to Comte d’Angivilliers
concerninghis plate, 86 ; letterof,
to Washington on the state of affairs, @; embarks for London,
90 ; letter of, to Washington,
London,July 3, 1795, 9 8 ; goes
to
Court
with
Lord
Grenville,
IDO ; letter of, with money, to
M.de Boursac, 103 ;makes a journey through England, 105 et seq.;
letter of, to Washington concerning Mr.Jay’s treaty, 114; letter
of, to LadySutherland, 118;at
Edinburgh, I Z I ;at Glasgow, 128;
at Liverpool, 131 ; letter of, to
Lady Sutherland, 132 ; conversation with George III., November
25, 1795; letter of, to Washington, December 19, 143; tothe
same, of French financial rneasures, January 11, 1796,14;
to
the same, March 4 1796, 158 ; to
Hamilton, 159 ;leaves for Switzerland, 16g ; letter of, to Washington, 1%; at Berlin, 174; dines
withPrinceFerdinand,
177; letters of, to Lord Grenville, 183,188,
197, 215, 2% 239, 057; letters
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of, to Lady Sutherland, rg5,~05,
291, 297 ; at Dresden,
202; is presented to the Emperor
in Vienna, 212 ; presented to the
Empress, zrg ; begins thestudy
of Gennan, 226 ; conversation
of, with thePrince
d e Reusse,
242 ; returns to Dresden, 252 ;
letter of, to Mr. Scott, January 14,
1797,252 ; at Brunswick, 282 ;at
Hamburg, 288 ; letter of, to
MarCchal de Castries, August 2,
1797,297 ; letter of, to Baron d e
Groshlaer, 300 ; to Lord Elgin,
301 ; Lids Lafnyette adieu, 304;
visits Count Rumford in Munich,
333; embarks, October 4 1798,
for America, 374 ; arrives at New
York, December 23d, 377 ;his occupations at Morrisania, 379 ; delivers the fnneral oration of Washington, in New York, 380; letter
of, to Washington, Decemher 9,
1799, 380 ; elected senator, 382 ;
letter of, to Hamilton, 382 ; letter
of, to Count Woronzow, 384 ;journey of, to Montreal, 388; letter of,
t o John Parish, describing his journey, 389 ; atWashington, 393;
letter of, to the Princesse d e la
Tour et Taxis, December 14r b ,
394; letter of, to Hamilton, regardingthe
treaty with France,
398 ; to the same, 4 0 1 ; letter of,
to James Leray, 403 ;to John Parish, p i ; letter of, to M. Laborde
concerning the affair of Lafayette’s debts, 408: to
Madame
Lafayette, 410 ; tothe
Princess
Tour et Taxis, October 30, 1%
413 ; to the Countess H o h e n t m ,
414; to Mr. Parish, 415; to
Nicholas Lowe on sustaining the
221, 2 2 4
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Administration, 418 ; to Mr. Parish, 418 ; to Hamilton, Marc14
XI, 1&2, 4 2 1 ; to Robert Livin!620, 1%
422 ; Ito
ston,March
PrincessTouret
Taxis, 4 5 ; Ito
Mr. Livingston on the administr;ation, August 21, I-,
426 ; 1:0
Mr. Parish on Mr. Jefferson 'S
policy, 431 ; to Necker, concenIing the Louisiana purchase, 433 ,
to John Dickenson, of Del2Lware, on his home pursuits, 435
to Mr. Livingston, respecting MI
Monroe's diplomatic mission, 436
to Robert Morris concerning mal
rimony, 438 ; hisEastern
tou
with Mr. Leray, 438; letter of
to Henry W. Livingston concern
ingtheframing
of theConstitu
; toRobert Livingstol
lion, 41
onthetreatywithFrance,
444
letter of, to Mr. Parish, Novem
ber 29, 1803,
445; tothesame
446 ; to Mr. Uriah Tracy on con
448 ; tc
stitutional
restriction,
JonathanDayton,ontheLoui
siana purchase, January 7, 1804
452; to
the
same, 454; pro.
nounces
the
funeral
oration
01
Hamilton, 457 ; bringssuit fol
slander against the Aurwa, 460 ;
letter to M. Mountflorence con.
cerning the suit, 460; letter of,
to Mr. Parish on European af.
fairs,October 2, 1803, 461; tcI
Madame de StaEl, 465 ; to Mr.
Parish on the re-election of Jefferson, 465 ; letter of, to Honorable
JohnPenn, 466; to Mr. Mountfiorence, 468; to Mr. Livingston,
469; to Mr. Aaron Ogden on politicalcorruption,December
28,
1805, 471 ; to theDuke of Or-

leans, 1836,

476;
to his London
& co.,
bankers,
Inglis,
Ellice
&I ; to Mr. Parish, 484 ; to Samuel Hunt on the conduct of the
Administration,October 3, I&&,
486 ; to Madame de Stael, 488 ;
to Mr. Parish, November 12, 1806,
489; letter of, to Chief Justice
Marshall, June 26, 1807, 492 ; letter of, to Mr. Parish, 495 ; to Madame de Stael, 496 ; to Madame
Foucault, 498 ; to Count Woronzow, 499 ; to the Marquis of Stafford on the situation in England,
September 141807,500; to Mr.
Simeon Dewitt,
December
18,
1807, 508; to Madame de Stael,
January 18, 1808, 509; to Madame
de Damas, 510 ; to Mrs. R. Macomb, 513 ; his marriage to Anne
Cary Randolph,Christmas Day,
1809, 516 ;1-tter of, to Mrs. Meredith on hismarriage, 516; to HonorableTimothy Pickering, 517 ;
to Mr. Henry Latrobe, 5x8 ; appointed Commissioner on Inland
Navigation, 518; returnjourney
through New York State, 520 et
seq. ; letter of, toRobertWalsh
on the framersof the Constikution,
522 et seq. ; toLeraydeChaumont respecting a loan to the State
of New York, May, 1811, $32;
and Mrs. Morris go to Washington, 535 ; letter of, to Mr. Parish,
April 8, 18x2, 537
;delivers the funeral eulogium of George Clinton,
$41 ; letter of, to Mr. Hare, 542 ;
to Robert Oliver on the war with
; to
England, July 9, 1812, 543
the same, 545 ; to Benjamin Morgan, 545 ; to Lewis B. Sturges,
546 ; to Mr. Oliver, 547 ; to Mr.

INDEX.
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Parish on Madison’s inaugura Morris, Lewis, father of Gouvemeur
address, 548 ; 549 ; to David B I Morris, i. I ; his will, 16.
Ogden, April 5, 1812, 549;tl Moms, Mrs. Lewis, i 9; her claim
Harrison Gray Otis on extensio~
fordamagescommitted
by the
of domain, 552 ; to Mr. Sturges
British army, 11 ; derth of, 16.
553 ;to the same, 535 ; to Rufu Morris, Robert, i. 12; made %perKing, 556 ; to Mr. Ogden, Febru
intendent of Finance, 14 ; his reary 11, 1813, 557;
hisapprehen
port to Congress on foreign coin,
sions as to the separation of th(
16; 18; 19; andthefarmersUnion, 559 ; letter to Mr. Sturges
general, 92; 342; 352 i 459;
560 ; to Mr. Ogden, 562 ; to Ru
ruined, ii. 289 ; in prisonfor
fus King on the blockade, April
debt, 378; 406;
432.
1814563 ; to Randolph Harrison Morris, Robert
Hunter,
ii. 467,
564 ; delivers an oration to cele
note.
brate the restoration of the Bour Morrisania,ii. 377, 419.
bons, 565; to Mr. Oliver, 565
Mortuary door, i. 306.
to the Honorable William Wells,
Motte, Madame de la, ii. 342.
567; to Mr. RufusKing on thc Moreau, General, defeat of, ii. 209 ;
finances, 569; tothesame, 5 7 1
470, note;his
accounts of the
Bonaparte family, 491; Mr. Morto HonorableTimothy Pickering
ris endeavors to dissuade, from his
on increased taxation, 572 ; 573
journey to New Orleans, 505 ;
to Rufus King on the bankscheme,
5 12.
577 ; to Moss Kent, of the Hart.
ford Convention, 579; to Ran, khuntflorence, M., brings news from
France, November, 1795,ii. 136.
dolph Harrison, 581 ; to Mr. Og.
den, 582 ; toUeWilt
Clinton, doustier, Comte de, i. 20 and note ;
138 ; 236 ; ,249; 253 ; tells Mr.
584; to Mr. William H. Wells,
Morris thatthe king and queen
585 ; to Rufus King, 592 ; tc
think well of him, 355; 465; inMoss Kent on the bank
scheme,
forms Mr. Morris of the king’s
.
January 23, 1815, 592
; to Rufus
plans, 467 ; 498 ; Minister of
King, 593 ; tothesame
on the
Foreign Affairs, 505 ; 533 ; ii 9%
question of taxation, 594 ; to Moss
Kent on taxing
land,
596; to ,ftinchausen, Baron de, ii. 276.
Randolph Harrison, 597 ; to M O S S turray, General, says a good word
for America, i. 515.
Kent, 598 ; to RandolphHarrison on the commerce of the country, 599 ; last letter to Mr. Parish, TADAILLAC, M. DE, i. 387.
600 ; hisinaugural discourse as Jadaillac, Madame de, i. 391 ; 412 i
in love with Mr. Morris, i i 179;
President of New York Historical
informs Mr. Morris of his unpopuSociety, Qr ; hisdeath, Novemlarityat Berlin, 193; her marriage
ber 6, 1816, 602.
Morris, Gouvemeur, Jr., i i 561, to Baron d’Escar, 370.
Jarbonne, M. de, i. 120; bad
note ; $is second birthday, 582.
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character of, 201; 242; 478
macle Minister of War, & ;5of.
hisparentage, 507, 517, 522; u

73.

Necker, Madame, Mr. Morris in
her salon, i205.
Nelsondefeats the French fleet at
ALmukir, i i 373.
Nesbitt, Mr., affair of, i. 36 ;48 ;123.
New York, yellow fever in (rkor),

National Assembly declared, i IO:
etseq.; Mr. Mornsproposes
2
plan for, 141; 157 ; squabble o v e ~ ii 413.
the king’s reply, 174; declare New York City, its growth in 1807,
ii. 491 ; position of, 511.
martial law, ZOI ; decree of, con.
Niagara Falls as seen
by Mr. MorcerningtheChan~bredesVaca.
ris, ii. 388.
tions, 268; composition o f , 277
Nice, the taking of, i. 594.
manner of conducting
debates,
278 ; prediction of Mr. Morris a: Nile, the battle of, ii. 373.
to, 2 8 0 ; weakness of, qoz ; reso. Normand, M. le, i. 27.
lutions of, concerningthe king’s Normand, Madame de, i. 53.
titles, 461 ; resolve to attack the Nuremberg, condition of, i i 317.
GermanEmpire,
492; decree a
permanent session, 534; fear tc O’CONNELI.,MR., ii. rm.
Orleans, Bishop of, i. 274
suspend the king, 567.
Necker, M., i. 24, 29 ; his character, Orleans, Chevalier d’, ai Morrisania,
ii. 379
4;
accused of speculating with
Drleans, Duchess of, i. 30 ; 43 ;
Statefunds, 51, 5 2 ; hisfalldeher replies to the queen, May 4
sired, 5 5 ; blamed, 71; speech
1789, 74;
visit of Mr. Morris to,
of, at States-General, 77; a cun87 ; receives apresent of adog
ning man, 79 ;his indecision, 95 ;
from Mr. Morris, 353 ; 400 ; sepoffers to resign, 105 ; I IO ; loses
aration of, from her
husband,
his place, I rg ; ordered by the
400 ; visitedbyMr.Morris
at
kingtoleavethecountry,
121 ;
Eu, 426 ; property restored to, i i
157;160 ; 180; conference of Mr.
295 ; banished, 300.
Morris with,respectingdebt
of
UnitedStates to France,181;188; Means, Duke of, i. 136 ;161 ;1 9 0 ;
194; 202 ; anecdoteconcerning
Mr. Morrisadviseshimconcernhim and Lafayette, 202 ; believed
ingsuppliesfor
Paris, 191; deto be the agent of England, 222 ;
mandsa
million louisfromthe
attempts to borrow money, 223 ;
UnitedStates,
198; hislack of
272, note ; 320 ; 336 ; his affairs,
ability, 205; confers with Mr.
384 ; his bankruptcy, 470; ii. g ;
Moms concerningthedebtdue
IO ; I I ; a prisoner, 43 ; 94 ; his
from the United States, 205-207 ;
108; zog; 215; 219; 221; his indebtedness to Mr. Morris, 476.
Mr.
plan of finance, 225, note ; 228 ; Means, theyoungDukeof,
Morrisacts a s his securityfor a
234 ; 235 ; 238 ; q z : his plan
loan, ii. &
adopted, 25” ; a& ;305 ;466; at
)
t
i
s
,Harrison Gray, ii. 551, note.
, QPPb
ii. 72.
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PACHE,M., Minister of War, i~ 13, Pellin, M.,the faueur of Mirabeau,
note.
Paine, Thomas, i. 339 ; 341 ; his
answer to Burke, 400 ; 403 ; his
book, 417; 4 9 ; his“Rights of
Man,” 515 ; ii. 19; intrigues of,
against Mr. Morris, 48 ; his relationstoPresident
Jefferson, ii.
427, note.
Palais Royal, “ t h e liberty-pole of
Paris,” i. 108;July 12, 1789, 122;
women declaiming in, October 4,

1789, 172.

YL

226.

Pellue, Comte de, i. 55
Penn, R,i 146; 3r5.
Penn, William, ii. 467.
Pensions, reduction of the, i. 265.
Pdrigord, AbG, see Talleyrand.
Pdtion, his unseemly conduct to the
king, i. 433 ; high feeling attending the proceedings against, 551 ;

547-

Pilnitz, conference of,i. 510; 532 ;
treaty of, acceded toby Russia,
of the
551 ; visit of Mr. Morris to, ii.

Palatinate,Upper,condition
inhabitants of, ii. 318.
210.
Palmerston, Lord, i. 440.
Pin, Malet du, ii. 74.
Pans, spectacle of, in 1789, i. 22; Pinchon, M., said to
have
been
recklessdriving in, 33 ; distress
murdered, i. 384.
in, in 1789, 38;disturbances in, Pinckney, Mr., leaves for Spain, ii.
64; manners and
91; 135 ;asks to be recalled, 136;
April 27, 1789,
customs of, 85 ; mob in the Palais
138; 158; 430; 431.
Royal, 107 ; prisons opened, 108; Pitt, Mr., interview of Mr. Morris
with, i. 328 ; his “game,” 5x1 ;
incommotion, 120; outbreak of
515 ; American opinion of, ‘516;
theRevolution, 122 ; destitution
not well with the king, 518 ; his
in, 158; disturbances in, October
,+, 1789, 170; changein
social
mendacity, 525 ; his insolence,
528; ii. 17 ;
condition of, November, 1789, 526; a“rascal,”
dinner, with, 102; interview with,
227 ; general unrest in, 228 ; con103 ; 135 ; as a speaker, 158 ; his
fusion in, May 30, 1790, 334;
Earopean schemes, 256.
367 ; 385 ; 387 ; demoralization
of, April, 1790, 414 et seq. ; in P6hlen, Madame, ii. 265.
an uproar,July
15, 1790, 432; Poison, extraordinary, i. 254
by
Russia, i
disturbances in, July 17, 1790, polcrl, attack on,
434 ; affair of July 17, 1790,
542.
435 ; n o t in,
June
20, 1792, Polignac, Madamp de, ii. 4.
546; agitation of August 9, 1792,Pont Royal, view from, i. 434.
570 ; theSeptember massacres, Posts, frontier,held by the British
troops, i. 329, note ; 346.
582 ; horrible scenes at, ii. 15.
Potemkin, Prince, i. 372.
Parker, Mr., i 41; 145 ; 152.
Partridges, unusual modeof hunting, Prater, the, at Vienna, ii. 212.
Preville, the actor, i. &, note ; 486,
i 153.
Patrioit Franfais, the, i. 543.
4 9
Paul, the Emperor of Russia, ii 233. Price, Dr.,i 333, note.
VOL
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Prisons opened by the Paris mob, i Raynal, Ab% i 479, note.
Rayneval, M. de, indignation of,
107.
against the Assembly, i. 478,
Privateering, commissions granted bq
Rensselaer, Killian Van, i i 541.
the French to Americans, ii. 38.
Privateers,
French,
apply
to Mr. RepublicanpartyinFranceduring
the Revolution (1792). i. 503.
Moms fortheprivileges
of the
Retz, Madame (see CountessLichAmerican flag,ii. 45.
tenau).
Provence, Comte de, i. 387.
Prussinns, retreat of, i 5%
Reusse, Prince de, onthewarin
Prussia notapermanent
power, ii.
Italy, ii. 242.
174; Court of, anecdotes of, 178; Revolution, French, beginnings of, i
Mr. Morris on the situation of, in
68; 70.
1796, 183et seq. ; 188 et seq. Revolutionary Tribunal, ii. &.
of, see
Frederick
Rizzio, David, ii. 122.
Prussia,
King
William 111.
Robespierre, comes tothefront,
i.
399 ; repels Louvet’s attack, 603 ;
PuisCgur, M. de, i. 37.
Puisignieu, Comtede, i. 35, 4
0
, ii. ii. 61.
Rochefoucault, Duc de la, i. 155.
95.
Rockingham, Marquis of, conditions
Puisignieu, Madame de, i. 5 1 .
made by, with the king, ii. 130.
Putnam, remark of,
72.
Rodney, Admiral, ii. 2 2 4 note.
i 197, note ;
QUATRE-VINGT-NEUF
Club, i. 407, Rohan,Cardinalde,
his style, 273.
note.
Quat=-vingt-neufs,
their
coalition Romainviile, seat of M. de SBgur, i.
with the Jacobins, i. 502.
86.
Ronchon, Abbe, i. 384.
Queen, the (see Marie Antoinette).
death
of, i
Quiberon, emigrants defeated at,
ii. Rouillihre, M. de,
107 ; IIO ; expedition, 145.
378.
Rubens,
his
“Descent
from
the
Cross,” i. 29%
RAINCY,seat of the Dukeof Orleans,
Rully, Madame, i. 47 ; 53 ; 1%.
i. 98.
of, i i 333,
dolpb,Edmund,
ii. 9 8 ; affair Rumford,Count,career
note ; his position at Munich, 333
of, 141 and note.
et seq. ; characteristics of, 335 ;
Kandolph,Edmund,hisattackon
his garden, 336 ; his accomplishWashington, ii. 157.
Randolph, Thomas’Mann, YL 515.
ments, 339 ; 341.
Russia, war between, and the Porte,
Ranelagh, i. 332
explanation of thecircumstances
Rassoomovsky, M., hisrelationsto
of, by Marquis de SCgur, i
the Queen of Naples, ii. 227 and
note.
312-374
Russian victories over Napoleon, ii
Rastadt, congress of, i i 322 ;343.
Rations to the French troops, i
552.
Rutherford, Mr., 534 ; 5313.
478.

ii.

rl.

ii.

INDEX.
SAARDAM,
old-fashioned dress at, i.

36.
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Moms concerning Lafnyette and
Mirabeau, zo8; ~ I .
Segur, Vicomte de, i45 ; his book,

Sabran,Madame de, change in, iii
188.
202 ; 222.
Sainport, Mr. Moms’s house at, ii. SCgur family, their relations toBaron
42 ; life at, 51 ; 57.
de BesenvaI, i. 86,
St. Cloud, i. 425.
Senate of the United States admits
St. Croix, M. de, i. 575 ; seeks an
a short-hand reporter, ii. 417.
asylum at Mr. Morris’s, 578 ; Senf, Dr., i, 241.
Serfs in Austria, ii. 210.
580.
St. Priest,Vicomte de, i. 276 ; ‘his Sergans, M., attacked by the Carde
plantoprovidefortheFrench
Nationale, i 547.
Servan, M. de, i, 547.
debt, i i 214.
Sainte Marie, Miomandrede, i. 175. Shakers, the, atLebanon
Springs,
Salisbury Cathedral, ii. 106.
ii. 521.
Salledes Menus, gathering of the Sheffield, Lord, i 428.
States-Gen ral in the, i. 75.
Short, William, Secretary of LegaSanterre,the
brewer, i. 387 ; ii.
tion under Jefferson, i. 40;113,
172 ; 184 ; 231 ; 240 ; 256, note ;
31’
Santo Domingo, 468; i. 474 ; in267 ; 294 ; 336 ; 352 ; 394 ; 401 ;
429 ; maintains that religion is unsurrection of the blacks at, 520;
ii. 14 ; 420 ; Mr. Morris desired
friendly to morals, 431 ; piqued at
Lady Sutherland’s neglect, 4 8 ;
to contract to furnishfunds for,
499 ;Lady Sutherland’sdislike of,
578.
483 ; expects to be made Minister
Scheveningen, i. 307.
to France, 5 0 0 ; 529; letter from
Schlefer, General, disbands his army
Mr. Morris to, about the debt, ii.
at LiCge, i. 217.
I.
Schmittau,General
Count, on the
jiddons, Mrs., i. 369.
Prussian Court, ii. 274 ; 279.
Schomberg, M. de, on the manners jiCyyPs, .4bbP de, i. 257, note ; 376.
;imolin, M., i
i. 367, note, et seq.
of Dresden, ii. 204
jinclair, Sir John, i. 146 ; 313 ;315.
Scioto Company, i. 261; 376.
jmith, Sir Sydney, ii. 266.
SCance Royale, i. 103 ; 137.
Search, the right of, to be given up, jmith, William, Chief Justice of the
Province of New York, i. 2 ; 3.
ii. 546.
jmoking in the German
forests, ii.
Sedgwick, Mr., ii. 386.

c

172.
SCgur, Comte de, on the war between Russia and the Porte, i. jomerville, Lord, ii. 123.
372; intrigues of, 465 ; resigns jpain, her clnims to America, i. 347 ;
condition of, i i IT ; declares war
office, 475 ; appointed Minister of
’ against Great Britain, 228.
Foreign Affairs, 506.
S g u r , Madame de, i 30 ;43 ; 49 ; jparadow, M., presents Mr. Morris
to the king, i 535.
5 6 ; conversation of, with Mr.

f
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TNNE,M., quoted, i. 137 ; 157.
spin04 Marquis de, ii. 92
Swl, Madame.de, i. 164 ; her salon, Tallcyrand-Pkrigord, Bishop of Au188 ; has Talleyrand to sup with
tun, i. 41 ; 160 ; 171 ;179; 1% ;
her, z o q ; vain of her father, 216 ;

188 ; 191;194;
hisconnection
invites attention, 221 ; her house
with Mirabeau, 196 ; 201 ; zoq ;
a I d temple of Apollo,” 279 ;reads
breakfasts with Mr. Morris, 213 ;
hertragedy
of “Montmorenci,”
2 2 4 ; 241 ; 246 ; 248; 264 ; 276 ;
402 ; her salon, 404 ; discusses Mr.
his passion for play, 371, note ;
Moms’s mhzozk, 455 et seq. ;
377 ; alarmedforhis
life, 385;
Mirabeau’s successor, 396; inangry with Mr. Morris, 480 ; her
connectionwithTalleyrandand
trigues of, +@ ;455 ; 496 ; 499 ;
Narbonne, 507 ; her life a t Cop
507 ; 519;5 8 0 ; 583 ; used to beat
MadamedeStael,
ii. 308 ; mepet, iii 73 ; her return to France,
moirs of, 483.
464.
Tarente,
Princesse
de, tells Mr.
Staphorst, van, M., i. 237 ; 290.
States-General,meeting of, at Ver. ! M o m s of the queen’s interestin
sailles, May 5, 1789, i. 74 ; their I him, i. 477, note; 4pg ; 530.
inaction, ro&
Tariff, a general, Mr. Morris comSteam-boat, the first on the Hudson, I ments on, ii. 595.
ii. 507 ; 533 ; travelling by, com- Tarleton, Colonel, relates an incipared with p s t i n g i n France, 534. ’ dent of the American War, i. 434.
Taxation,direct,
Mr. Morris’s obSteam-navigationdeemedimpractijection to, ii. 594
cable, i. 332.
Telescope of WilliamHerschel, i.
Stekll, M., a musician, i. 403.
152.
Suicide
in
the
Champs
ElysCes, i.
Tennis-courtoath, i. 103. *
2 74.
Surtout (Cpergne) for Washington, i. Ternant, Mr., i. 1 8 0 ; as Minister to
America, 271 ; intrigues of, 376,
268.
Sutherland, Lady, i. 76 ; 410 ; her Tertre, M. Duportdu,Gardedes
Mr. Moms, 448 ;
partialityfor
Sceaux, i. 355 ; 358.
quits play, 474 ; 479 ; 554 ; her T e s d , Madame de, .i 33 ; 36 ; 164;
influence over Mr. Moms, ii. 220.
advisedby Mr. Moms to invest
in American securities, ii. 73.
Sutherland, Lord, to
leave
Paris,
i. 576.
Tetar, M., tutor of Mr. Morris, i.
Sum, Madame de, andherdog,
i
2.
83; 91, roo.
Thieny,the king’s vu& de dmnSwan, colonel, i 376 ; q01; 4aq;
bre, ii. 27.
Thionville, ii. 27.
426
Sweden, King of, assassination of, i, ThirdEstate,grantedequal
repre525 ; his parentage, ii. 179.
sentation, i 70 ;their aspect, May
3, 1789, 70; declarethemselves
Sweden, Regent of,ii. 32.
the National Assembly of France,
Switzerland made a new Republic, ii.
i IOZ ; joined by the Clergy and
3eE

1

I

INDEX.
the Noblesse, 106 ; infavor
limiting the king’s power, 1%.
Thugut, M. de, in the pay of Franc
ii. 292 ; and the abandonment,
the Low Countries, 310; his hi
qualities, 348 ; resignation o

361.
Thugut, Madame

de, ii. 211, note
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Versailles, Castle of, i. 41 ; mob at,
‘ 0 5 ; October 5, 1789, 174Vestris, thedancer, i r61. note ;ago.
Vienna women, men-haters, i i 213.
Villequihre, M. de, i. 388.
WALDECK,PRINCE
DE, ii. 321.
Wales, Prince of, his marriage, i~

81.

218,i. 236.
Tiers f h t , see Third Estate.
“Tigre,” prize ship at Portsmoutl

ii. 106.
Times, the London, ii. 148.
. Tobacco-tax, i. 381.
Tobago, cession of, i. 519et seq.
Toilet, ceremony of, i. 117.
Tokay, Imperial, purchased by M
Morris, ii. 67.
Tolozan, M., talks with Mr.Mow
about public affairs, i. 482.
Tour et Taxis, Princess of, ii. 320.
Treaty of Mr. Jay with Great Bri
ain, ii. 114.
Treaty of theUnitedStates
wit
France in ~ h
ii. 397
, et seq.
Treaty with Great Britain, Mr. No1
ris’s failure to effect, i. 487.
Treilhard, Count, ii. 351, note.
Tremouille, Madame de, ii. 99.
Troops, foreign, at Paris, i. 159.
Trout, a, from Lake Geneva, i. 276
Trudaine, Madame de, her salon, i

403.
Trumbull, Mr., the painter, i. 147.
UNITED STATES,regard
France, i. 567.

.

of, fa

VANBRUGH,
SIRJOHN, ii. 112.
Vanderhoot, Mr., i. 298; 300.
Vandermont, M., attacks Mr. Morris, i. 211.
Van Ertbom, M.,i. 298.

Walker, Colonel, i. 376.
Walton, Mr., of Ballston, ii. 507.
War declared againstEngland, i i

542.
Warsi, Madame de, i101.
Warville, Brissot de, said tobein
the pay of England, i. 508 ; 511.
Washington, General, visited by Mr.
Morris at Valley Forge, i. 7 ; commissions Mr. Morris to buy him a
watch in Paris, 18 ; 25 ; 26 ; Mr.
Morris purchases table-ornaments
for, 270; letter to Mr. Morris on
commercial relations, 310 ; letter
from, to the President of the National Assembly, 394 note ; his
letter to the king on his acceptance of the Constitution, 536 et
seq. ; Mr. Morris urges him not to
retire, ii. 56 ; calumniated by Randolph, 157; declines to be a candidate, 230; death of, 379; Mr.
Morris pronounces funeral oration
of, in New York, 380 ; Mr. Morris
completes Chief Justice Marshall’s
character of, 492.
Nashington, city of, future of,ii.
6 3 ; ajourneyto,in
I*,
393 ;
the city, 394 ; difficulties of communications, 395.
r‘aterloo, the news of, i i 591.
?erne&, General, ii. 320, note;
his account of Count Rumford,

335; 348.
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WestIndiansretirefromthe
A s ,
sembiy, i. 421.‘
Westbrook, Mr.,i 299.
Westennann, M., relations of,with
Dumouriez, ii. 26, note ;27.
Westphalia, treaty of, ii. 462.
Wheat, dearth of, at Lyons, i. 51.
Whipping of women at Paris, i. 463,
note.
Whitford-Dalrymple,
General
Sir
How, i. go.
Wickhnm, Mr., ii. 315.
Williams, Mrs.,
her
“pungent”
compliments, i. 292.
Willinks, W., dinner of, i. 305.
Windham, Mr., i. 456 ; 464; ii. 97,
101.

Wolf, M. de, i. 298.
Woronzow, Count, i. 514, n o t e ; g r 7 ;
525 ; his partiality for Mr. Morris,
ii. 92; 95; 139.

Wurmser, Count, ii. rgg, note.
Wiirtemberg, Duke of, ii. 217 ; his
character, 237 : his treatment of
his wife, 307.
Wycombe, Lord, at Madame d e
Flahaut’s, i. 3j 5 ; visits America,
431 ; andMadamedeFlahaut,
ii. 295.
fever in New York, 1803,
ii. 439.
York, the Duchess of, scandal concerning, ii. 309.
Young, Arthur,quoted, i. 23 ; 1 0 4 ,
1 0 6 ; ii. 166.
YELLOW

ZUBOW, PRINCE,favorite of the Empress
Catherine,
ii. 234; gives
Mr. Morris confidential intelligence of Russian affairs, 293.

